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DEDICATION

The Souvenir is most reverentially —and humbly ~ dedicated  to
BHAGAVAN SRI RAMAKRISHNA, the Inspiring Spirit and
the guiding angel of the Movement; to the Mother SRI SARADA
DEVI, the benovolent Mother of the Movement; to SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA; the untiring dynamic leader of the Movement;
and to all the Monastic, and lay, workers whose dedicated service has
enabled the Mission to give a practical shape to the Great message of
the HOLY TRIO-viz; Service of God in Man.
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Srimat Swami Vireswaranandaji Maharaj
President, Ramakrishna Math & Mission.
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RAMAKRISHNA MATH
P. 0. BELUR MATH,
DT. HOWRAH
PIN: 711202

Headquarters Af(ly 2]’ 1976

Phone: 6623-91

I am glad to know that the old boys and leachers of the Shivananda
Vidyalaya, Batticaloa, are going to celebrate the Golden Fubilee of Sri
Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Batticaloa, in a fitting manner.

Fifty years is not a small period even in the life of an institution,
and throughout this passage of time the Home has kept up its ideal of service
to God in Man by looking the orphans and needy children of Sri Lanka. That
many of its ex-students are well-placed in life is in itself a testimony of its
useful service. I am pleased to note that the new building of the Home is now
complete and helping more boys.

May this students’ Home continue to render more and more efficient service
to a large number of indigent students is my earnest prayer to Sri Ramakrishna.

Swami Vireswarananda
President

Ramakrishna Math & Ramakrishna Mission



& RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
(Sri Lanka Branch)
40, RAMAKRISHNA ROAD,
COLOMBO-6.

2nd J—uml 1976

» . . T .
The Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home for the Orphans‘and destitutes at Iiiaolrlla(c)li} ;:})I;zggzll{;
Batticaloa, completes its 50 years of existance on 6th June 1976. The present tge‘rtxecliz i a0m6
and particularly those in the Eastern Province are aware that this _Hom.c we}lls star et o B g o
by the son of the soil Swami Vipulananda. There were only 6 inmates then 1n the . ez
after the Home made steady progress due to devotion and care to the cause of the needy anh e
children of the locality evinced by the successive Sawmis of the Ramakrishina Mission “}’1 0 were 1
charge of the Institution and to the unstinted material support given and being given by the generous
public and the Government of Sri Lanka. :

The Home has produced very good and useful citizens who now occupy important posts
Government and in public life. Owing to the increase in the number of boys seeking admission to
this Home the need for a spacious and modern building with a shrine was keenly felt and it was through
the untiring efforts of the present incumbent of the Centre Swami Jivanananda and his able assistants
and the munificent help given by the devotees of the Mission and the general public of Sri Lanka, we
all see the lovely new building at Kalladi Uppodai which houses 110 boys.

I appeal to the old boys and the public to continue their support to the Home in future also
with their help morally and materially.

I wish the function connected with the Golden Jubilee celebrations all success and wish the

inmates of the Home a bright future.

Om Shanti....Om Shanti....Om Shanti.

Swami Prematmananda
Vice President,
RAMAKRISHNA MISSION (CEYLON BRANCH)



MATH

Phone : 71231
Post Box No. 635
MYLAPORE MADRAS-600004

20th July 1977

Message

1t is very heartening to know that the Ramakrishna Mission
orphanage at Batticaloa is holding its Golden Jubilee Celebration marking
the 50th year of existence.  There is no better Jorm of worship of the
Supreme Being than the service of the poor; and orphans left without
parents to care for, are the most deserving in respect of the services of
devoted social workers May this memorable occasion in the life of the

orphanage be an occasion also Jor its workers to make a new dedication of
their energies for the service of this cause so dear to them.

Swami Tapasyananda



Photo taken on the occasion of the visit of His Holiness Swami Vireswaranandaji Maharaj to the Home.
in 1968



Qed g

PR

OB 94496 B
Q@ 3G } 94497 MG
Telephones 94498
- " ' Qe ¢ 1
W@ @y aHLIND soa@ |

. o Your No.
sops GammBbsit  AMWOIH B

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES
14, @¥ed cueces, eae® T

14, wiraiwe @uib, Oamgpor] 7
14, Barnes Place, Colombo 7

ogrd June, 1976.

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION STUDENTS’ HOME, KALLADI UPPODAI,
BATTICALOA.

Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home, Batticaloa is run as an
Orphanage since 1926. This Students’ Home which is registered in
the Department of Probation and Child Care Services asan Orphanage
receives grants from the Department as well unstinted co-operation
from the public. It is a pleasurc to statc that in this institution, a
well organised and commendable programme of work is being imple-
mented for the welfare of about 79 inmates. This Institution performs
a valuable service for the welfare of its inmates, especially by getting
them to participate in the various activities of the Home, thereby im-
parting to them knowledge and experience. Their regular participation
in the religious activitics also enhances their spiritual development.

I wish to thank the Ramakrishna Mission for its efforts in
running this Students’ Home with success. It is hoped that it would
continue to get the encouragement and support it deserves so well.

. 5. 8. Kulatileka
Minister of Social Services



RAMAKRISNNA MISSION
P.O. Belur Math,
DT. HOWRAII.

Pin: 711202

May 19, 1976

It is a joy to be reminded that Sri Ramakrishna
Mission Students’ Home has completed 50 years of
dedicated service in the cause of helpless and needy
children. Friends and workers of the Institution

can resaonably be felicitated on the occasion of its
Golden Jubilee.

I wish the Home greater success in future.

Swami Gambhirananda
General Secretary.



Swami Byjnanananda

aarTif) o ehehTEaTH ST
(He visited this Home on 3 - 1 - 1934)

WITH HIS BLESSINGS THE HOME GREW

I have visited Shri Shivananda Vidyalaya, Sri
Ramakrishna Mission Orphanage, Batticaloa, and have Sound
it full of poor boys, orphans, and needy ones, who are recetving
education, practical and theoretical. They are provided with
clothing, books,, lodging etc and are brought up under the
protection of Shri Shri Paramahamsa Ramakrishna Deva who
has been kind and beneficient to them. I wish it expand more
and more and become a success in this land of Sri Lanka.

3-1-1934 Sgd. Swami Bijnanananda,



RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
RAMAKRISHNA ASHRAMA MARG,
NEW DELHI 110055

June 6, 1977

My dear Swami Prematmanandaji,

I am glad to know that the Ramakrishna ; Mission
Boys Home at Batticaloa is celcbra.ting its Golden Jubilee a.n.d
bringing out a Souvenir on the occasion. I remember my visit
to the Home and addressing its inmates and general public years
ago. I am glad that it has now 115 orphans as inmates. Service
to these orphans, and other types of service to humanity, in a
spirit of worship of the Divine, is the teaching that Sri Ramak-
rishna and Swami Vivekananda gave us, as the best form of religion.
Sri Ramakrishna’s words, in this connection, are worth quoting:
‘Every Jiva (living being) is Siva. Service to the Jiva is the
worship of Siva’. Such service cuts across all religious, racial
and political barriers. . The Ramakrishna Mission, Ceylon, has
been doing service to man in this spirit for several decades. I
convey my best wishes for all success in the Mission’s undertakings

in Ceylon in general and to the Golden Jubilee Celebration in
particular.

Yours affectionately

Swami Ranganathananda
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The Holy Mother, Sri Sarada Devi






CENTRE V EDANTIQUE RAMAKRICHNA

77-GRETZ, France
" Tel. 407.03.11
Adresse postale: 77220-Tournan

Years ago, when as a student, I read Shakespeare and a few lines from ¢ The Merchant of

Venice ’, comes to my mind on this occasion.
How far that little candle throws his beams,
So shines a good deed in a naughty world...

Yes, the Students’ Home at Kalladi-uppodai is like a small candle to distant places like Gretz, being
a great symbol of sacrfice and love, when the world seems to be dark, with selfishness and wickedness
as a naughty world. Fifty years have already rolled on since its inception and the Students® Home
with its very humble beginning has been always serving the needy children with a possibility of a
good education. Many intelligent young boys had passed through its portals, got not only the
ordinary education but also the ideals of life as Swami Vivekananda presented before us. They had,
and still have, the unique privilege of the company of Swamis who have dedicated their lives for the
service of humanity, thereby showing ideals of life in practice.

Though thirty years have rolled on since I left Ceylon, my stay-there is quite vivid and a
the experiences have not faded out of my memory. I was there when the Second World War was
going on and I shared with all the Ceylon people the hardships and many of the boys at that time
can well recall how the staple rice suddenly disappeared in the market and had to learn to eat new
types of food. But the hardships were a means of unifying the small family of children, who had
become quite united to stand all trials. The constant presence of the Swami, I refer to Swami
Nadarajananda, who sacrificed himself for the work, gave them all the compensations like affection,
good words to cheer them up and solid good advice. Of course, that has been the tradition of the
Home from the very beginning and I believe it continues even now, since Swami Jivanananda has
himself received all this by his choosing to stay in the Home even when he was a student. Well
hough many years have rolled on after my departure and many a change has taken place all around
us, [ am very happy to know a number of the students’ Home boys are occupying important positions
in life and are leading contented and useful lives. :

: In conclusion, T pray to Sri Ramakrishna to bless the Institution with a long useful life and
also every one, who have contributed to its growth and who are serving it just now. Though I am
not there bodily T am participating in the celebration in the spirit.

Yours,

SwWAMI RITAJANANDA,



RAMAKRISHNA MISSION MADAM
(Sri Lanka Branch)
KATARAGAMA

The Ramakrishna Mission Boys' (Orphanage) at
Kalladi-Uppodai, Batticaloa to which I had been intimately
connected has done yeomen service towards the amelioration of
the orphans, destitute and needy children. It has given a
new out-look in life to those who had come under its care
and protection, and thus it has reasonably justified it existence.

On this happy occasion of the Golden Fubliee Celebra-
tion of this temple of service I send my greetings and best
wishes. May this institution continue to serve the needy child-
ren of this land with the original spirit of dedication, is my
sincere and heartfelt prayer to Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna
Deva, the Holy Mother and Swamiji.

I wish the Golden Jubilee Celebrations all sucess.

Swami Sarvatitananda



SRI RAMAKRISHNA MATH,
70, Nellukara Street,
KANCHEEPURAM-631502.

May 16, 1976

I am extremely glad to learn that Sri Ramakrishna
Mission Students’ Home, Batticaloa which has been doing
very useful work for the past fifty years is celebrating its
Golden Jubilee this year. I am happy to remember the few
years I spent with the students at Batticaloa. At this impor-
tant juncture in the history of the institution, I join you and
all other well-wishers of the institution in praying to the
Lord for the continued growth of the institution and the
expansion of the great service it is doing to the communify
in the neighbourhood.

Swami Avyayananda



DISTRICT JUDGES’ CHAMBERS,
District Court,
JAFFNA.

M. Shanmugalingam

24th May 1976.

Revered and Respected Swamijt,

I thank you very much for your kind invitation to atténd the Golden
Fubilee celebration of the Student’ Home. However I find that I am unabl.e
to be present as the state of my health does not permit me to ondertake this
long journey. '

I was very fortunate while I served in Batticaloa in that I was
 given enough opportunities to associate myself with the activities of the Stu-
dents’ Home. I must say that the ever lasting impression left in me in the

cleanliness of every part of the Home, the orderliness of the inmates and of
course your Godliness.

I salute your efforts with all humility because your labours at the
Students’ Home represent to me the practical experession of that Great Love
which both Swami Ramakrishna and Swami Vivekananda attempted to show
to mankind through the concept of Universal Brotherhood of man.

I wish your celebration all success.

M. Shanmugalingam



I am very plcaserf to learn that the Sri Ramakrishna Mission at

Kallady Uppodai, is celebrating its soth Anniversary of Service to the community.

During my period of work as Government Agent, Batticaloa, in 1973
and 1974, 1 became intimately aware of the manner in which the Ramakrishna
Mission is translating into cffestive action the high ideals enshrined in the teachings
of Sri Ramakrishna. I saw for mysc.f the disciplined training which is given to
the student at the Home, which will undoubtedly make them very useful and in-
dustrious members of the community. I saw too how under the benevolent guidance
of Swami Jivanananda the desért‘qf sand in which the Mission is located bad begun
to bloom and become a garden of plenty rich cnough to be worthy of emulation by
all who came to sce it. I saw also the work of the Mission at Rugam and the

support it is giving to the nations Food Production Drive.

1, therefore congratulate the Mission on the work . it has done through
the years and send my warm good wishes to Swami Jivanananda and bis staff for

the continuance and development of the great and meritorious work it is engaged in,

Bradman Weerakoon,
Government Agent, Galle District.

The Kacbfberi,
Galle. 2nd June, 1976,



30/6, Clifford Road,

e TS V. .A.SS‘CX
DEVANESAN NESIAH B.Sc. (Cey.) M.A. Suss daig

Senior Assistant Secretary,

ini f Plan Implementation.
Ministry o P e

The Ramakrishna Mission at Kalladi-Uppodai
was among the first institutions I visited on gly aS~i
suming duties in Batticalao, 8 years ago. I met wamh
Jivananandaji for the first time and have kept 1n toﬁcd
with him ever since. My visit confirmed what I na
heard of the good and varied work done by the Mlssan
at Kalladi-Uppodai. During the 3 years I lived in
Batticaloa, I was able to see the Mission expand its
activities with characteristic vision and unflagging efh-
ciency. It is my privilege to be among those who have
been associated with this growth, in a small way.

The Students’ Home is much more than an
orphanage. I have always found the children c.heerful
and energetic. They get an all round preparation for
life, not seeond to that provided by any other institu.
tion I know.

I congratulate the Ceylon Branch of the Rama-
krishna Mission on the Golden Jubilee celebrations of
the Kallai-Uppodai Students’ Home. The fine tradition
of the great institution founded by Swami Vipulananda
and his associates have been maintained and built on b
Swami Jivanananda and his colleagues. I wish them
continued success in their noble endeavour,

Devanesan Nesiah,



20/1, First Lane,

: ;I;IIE;T((;IE‘I\JCAS;\IUR e Pt. Pedro Road,
etired C.C.! L
81/4, Manning Place, Colombo 0. Jafina.
Tel. drsed

21st June, 1977.

A Golden Jubilee is, no doubt, an occasion for great joy. It is, however, an occasion
or an expression of our grateful thanks to the Great God and for prayers for His continued blessings.

As one intimately, though insignificantly, associated with the Mission since its inception in
Sri Lanka, in 1925, I am extremely happy to have been permitted to pay my humble tribute to the
labour of love, that is the Home. Brought into being by the devotional zeal of Swami Vipulanandaji
and a few other kind-hearted souls, following in the foot steps of the Great Master Vivekananda,
and lovingly nurtured by the unremitting care of successive self-sacrificing Swamijis, inclusive of
Swami Natarajanandaji, and Swami Jivananandaji, the ‘ Home > has become a shining example of
the many man-making and humanitarian services that the Mission is rendering in various parts of
the world. ; ‘

.

The history of the * Home > which had its origin in Jaffna, is inseparably wound up with the
history of the Mission in Sri Lanka. Thanks to the noble endeavours of Srimath Swami Vipula-
nandaji, with the able guidance and collaboration of the saintly Avinashanandaji, it steadily grew
up, and the metropolis was soon invaded. Here, due to the sustained and energetic efforts of succes-
sive Swamijis inclusive of the present active but self-effacing Prematmanandaji and a host of lay
devotees too numerous to mention, the Mission has become the power for good that it is today.

: With the grace of the Lord, the blessings of Sri Guru Maharaj and the Great Swan\liji, our
Master, and the devotional and continued co-operation of all others concerned, may the Institution
grow from strength to strength into a veritable source of spiritual solidarity in Sr1 Lanka. And may
this be our sincere wish and fervent prayer.

. A. THETCHNAMURTHY.
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Swami Vivekananda






RAMAKRISHNA MISSION (Orphanage) KALLADI-UPPODAI
BATTICALOA—ITS LEGEND

BY

SWAMI JIVANANANDA

Swami Vivekananda proclaimed “The
poor, the illiterate, the ignorant, the aﬂilct‘(:(l:
Let these be your God’, and any act to amclgo-
rate their lot is the highest form of worship.
He added “He who has served and helped one
poor man seeing Shiva in him, without think-
ing of his caste, or creed, or race, or arn.\;'t-hmg,
with him Shiva is more pleased than with the
man who sees him only in Temples”.

The charitable dispensaries, hospitals and
the Homes for the orphans, the deserted, the
destitute and the needy children and the
various relief services undertaken by the
Mission are visible expressions of this gospel
of selfless service—the service of the Divine
in Man as declared by the great Swami
Vivekananda.

The Ramakrishna Mission Boys™ Home
(Orphanage) at Batticaloa was started by
the late Srimath Swami Vipulanandaji Maha-
raj with a few admirers and devotees of the
Mission, namely, Mudaliyar C. Rasanayagam,
C.C.S., Messrs. K. Aiyadurai, K. Navaretnam,
C. Mylvaganam, S. T. Chittampalam, K.
Thambiah, T. N. Subbiah and V. Thambi on
6th June 1926 at the Vellikilamai Madam
established by the late Sri Viswanatha Udayar
of Vannarponnai with a view to perform this
Divine Service mentioned above. The object
of this institution is to provide a man-making,
character-building education based on the
Gurukula ideals, and to provide a Home free
of cost, affording the maximum opportunities
of education to deserving orphans, destitutes
and needy children. The first batch of 6 bovs
in the Home had the good fortune of having
their lives being moulded by the late Swami
Anantanan(la,ji Maharaj and Br. Shivadas,
later Swami Paripurnanandaji Maharaj. This
ann_e like any other ~institute under the
.‘\'h.ssmn. has had the blessings of His Holiness
Srimath  Swami Shivanandaji Maharaj
(the 2;1(.1 President of the Ramakrishna Math
a:nd MISE.JIOII) and His Holiness Srimat
t?lwa,m'l ].31g3{a,n.anandaji Maharaj, both being

1e direct disciples of the Master—Sri Rama-

krishna Paramahamsa Deva, and also had the
blessings of Srila Sri Yoga Swamigal of Jaffna.
With a view to giving a fresh impetus to the
institution and providing it a permanent habi-
tation and a name it was shifted to Kalladi-
Uppodai, Batticaloa in November 1929.

By the untiring efforts of Br. Avyakta
Chaitanya, later the Srimath Swami Kutas-
thanandaji Maharaj, this. Home moved
into its permanent abode in 1931. There were
12 inmates then. His Holiness Srimath Swami
Bigyananandaji Maharaj visited this Home
on 3rd January 1934, and invoked the Lord's
blessings on it. This gave both the monastic
and lay workers the much needed inspiration.

“Then again this Home had the rare opportu-

nity of having in its midst His Holiness Srimat
Swami Vireswaranandaji Maharaj, the 10th
President of the Order, on 11.5.68. He blessed
this institution and none can deny the fact
that the present phenomenal growth of this

~Home is due to His blessings. The Home was

17

nursed and brought up by a succession of
sannyasins of the Order, namely, Srimath
Swami Vipulanandaji Maharaj, Sundara-
nandaji Maharaj, Kedareswaranandaji Maha-
raj, Kutasthanandaji Maharaj, Nishkama-
nandaji Maharaj, Ritajanandaji Maharaj,
Hrishikesanandaji Maharaj. Natarajanandaji
Maharaj, Sarvatitanandaji ~ Maharaj -and
Avyayanandaji Maharaj and lay workers like
the late Mr. V. Murugupillai. All of them have
contributed much to the growth of this Home
and each had an important part to play. They
have all given of their best, and created a
tradition and a way of life which a Home of
this nature can justly boast of. It has a her-
itage of its own. This institution grew by the
untiring efforts of the monks of the Order and
the good intentions and financial assistance of
the devotees and well wishers who had visited
it and heard of it. The Mission felt the need of
a building to accommodate the ever increasing
number — of deserving children seeking
admission to the Home year after year. The
foundation stone for the new building was
laid on 11.5.68 by His Holiness Srimath



Swami Vireswaranandaji Maharaj, the 10th
President of the Ramakrishna Math and
Mission. The work on this building was
actually inaugurated on 15.11.68 and it was
dedicated to the Service of God in Man on the
27th of May 1972 by Srimath Swami Premat-
nanandaji Maharaj, the Vice President of the
Ramakrishna Mission, Sri Lanka. The Home
and Ashrama are standing monuments to the
selfless service rendered by the Mission in the
cause of the orphans, deserted, destitute and
needy children.

The life in this Home is centred round the
Shrine attached to it, and this affords the
children an opportunity for individual and
congregational prayers. Religious ~obser-
vances like Sri Saraswathi Pooja and Maha
Shivarathri are observed. It is the aim of the
Home to see that every child admitted should
start practising religion and be conscious of
the ultimate aim of life, viz, Spiritual Unfold-
ment. A healthy spirit of love and toleration
for all religions is instilled in the minds of the
children. To achieve this the Birthdays of all
the Prophets and Avataras are observed, and
the portraits of the great Incarnations are
placed in the dormitories.

SELF-HELP ALTRUISM

A very important and striking feature of
‘the management of the ‘Homes’ is that the
entire administration and day to day running
of the Houie are in the hands of the inmates.
They are given the sole responsibility to plan
and execute every aspect of their life’s design.
Dignity of labour is given its pride of place
as a very suitable ideal for the community-
The Inmates engage themselves in all house-
hold duties, from sweeping to performing
Poojah and organizing and conducting meet-
ings on special occasions and festivals. This
training is intended to inculcate in the child
such.ra.re and desirable qualities as self-hel
f;,l.trliistlc service to humanity, humility ull)’
itiative, self-effort, self—respect self-reliance
and detached endeavour. The day in the
Home starts at 4.45 a.m. The children zi,rc
given regular practice in ‘Suriya Namaska
r?r‘n;; and in th,e evening they have g cour;(.r
: 0ga Asanas’. These exercises are intended
to promote the development of 5 sound mind

In a sound hody. ) S
to an end at 9_4); p.’fli].e day’s activities come

tter for pride that by dint of
/ are able to produce a
vegetables for the

It is a mat
hard work the inmates

al X tion of the ‘ )
fairly good proportiol s vl g b
Home's use despite the poor na )

The vegetables that are 1).1'(Jiilllct=(i ll-nvccxlféji
are sold. The inmates of this .‘.omf, 1a R, e
participating in various agl'ai'lfxlii u)"[l‘llp(: . 0 .lb
and contests and winning awaras. ; rl‘L' gjillix\ii
up inmates who are 111tcl‘cst(3(l' 1 ‘L}:“\(t”:l _"!(’
have been able to get extension p;dg ice in
paddy cultivation during their gchoo vacation
at the Farm that has been .allei_l_atcd to the
Mission at Rugam. It is the aim of the MI.SSI()il
to give the children a §ound training in scienti-
fic agriculture and dairy farming.

RUGAM PROJECT—Our hope for the future:

At the request of the Mission the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka was pleased to allocate
36 acres of crown land of which 26 acres are
low land and 10 acres high land. We have
brought under the plough 21 acres of the low
land. We have also planted coconut palms,
and citrus plants in a portion of the high land.
It is our hope that the lands allotted to us, if
fully developed, will provide the food necessary
for the Homes under the Mission and also
provide the “basic and self-reliant training’ in
agriculture and dairying to our inmates so that
they could be self - sustaining, and could
perhaps spear-head community and village
development projects in their areas instead of
being ““ job-seekers *°.

To achieve the above objects in view, we
had sometimes back submitted a Project
proposal to Sri Lanka National Freedom from
Hunger Campaign Board—for an Agricultural
Farm, and Agricultural Training Centre, and
we are happy to mention here that the above
Board through Sri Lanka West German FFHC
Joint Trust Fund has proposed to sponsor
the entire ‘Agrarian and Animal Husbundry
Project’ at the Mission farm at a cost of
Rs. 2,30,000/-. This, we are sure, will contri-
bute a great deal to National Development,

and the vocation centred training for our
Inmates.

CLEANLINESS IS GODLINESS:

_ When the school lessons ar :
children return to the Home an; l:esﬁi"’tuii) :iii
;aglousi) activities quite in keeping with their
bgt’va ility and capacity. Those who are
ebween the ages of seven to thirteen keep the
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premises and garden clean.  Those children
who are above this age-group actively engage
themselves in gardening. By these the child-
ren in the Home are inculcated the principle
that cleanliness is Godliness and that Work is
Worship. Owing to the untiring efforts and
industry of the inmates, the Ashra.ma and thv_
premises have always a perennial look of
cleanliness and orderliness.

INMATES WELL PLACED IN LIFE:

It is a matter for commendation that
several inmates of the Homes have obtained
creditable academic distinctions and have
also been placed very high in the athletic,
oratorical and singing competitions. In the
midst of the multifarious activities in which
the inmates are engaged these basic educa-
tional needs have always remained in the
forefront.  This Home had been in existance
for the last 51 years and about 375 students
have gone back to the community as full-
fledged and well-integrated citizens and are
well placed in their respective folds. It is
gratifying to note that they have carried with
them the stamp of this institution.

FINANCIAL ASPECT:

The Home is partly being assisted by the
Government. It pays a monthly grant of
Rs. 38/50 per child who is eligible for such

grant under sixteen years of age. But it

costs the Mission Rs. 65/- per month to main-

tain a child in this Home. It must be borne

in mind, that it is the intention of the Mission

to give the inmates the minimum and basic

academic education, i.e. to enable them to

obtain a pass in the G.C.E. (O/L) or H.N.C.E.

In most cases the students are not able to come

to. this attainment with in the period of eligi-

bility, i.e. 16 years of age. Thus the Mission is
compelled to retain the inmates solely on its
maintenance for at least 3 years. The Mission,
therefore, depends entirely on the donations
made by the generous hearted members of the
publie, devotees, sympathizers, friends, old
boys and well-wishers to continue the services
of this Home for the needy children. In these
days of rising cost of living, the Mission is
confronted with the serious problem of excess
of expenditure over income.

THANKS:

The Mission takes this opportunity to
thank one and all, who have stood by it to
carry on its selfless' humanitarian activities,
with their kind help and cooperation, by way
of donations, endowments, gifts in kind,
service and other ways. We request them all
to continue their help in future also. May
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna Deva who is the
guiding factor of this service to the needy,
bless them all.

gy &rueflLiLy:—
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A brief survey

The Hindu Tradition: an expression of Vedantic
Thought:

HE Sanatana - Dharma or the Vaidika
Dharma, now popularly known as the Hin-
du Dharma or the Hindu Tradition, hallowed
and perpetuated right from the Vedic period to
the present day, is an expression of Vedantic
thought that views life in its wholesomeness
and totality by permeating the daily rites and
rituals, social customs and conduct of a Hindu,
his belief in a Supreme Being, in man and the
universe. The Ramakrishna Movement’s
distinctive contribution in this context lies in
the reorientation and propagation of this
Hindu Dharmic Tradition through its
spiritual, cultural and educational ideals and
practices keeping in view the contemporary
- needs and aspirations of the age, thus enrich-
i;lgl fthc history and evolution of Hinduism
itself.

The Hindu Tradition: A bird’s eye view:
The four cardinal principles of the Hindu

Tradition which the Movement tries to pre-
serve and propagate are :

() The Unity of Godhead,

(b) The Oneness of all existence,

(¢) The divinity of man, and

() The harmony of all faiths and

philosophies.

The Movement keeps in view the i

e ] . se card
principles and tries to achieve these idealsui;}
revitalising the ancient Hindy Tradition
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through its multifarious religious, cultural
and social activities.

Emphasis on character-b uilding:

'To accomplish this” noble aspiration the
Movement lays great stress on character-
building. When these cardinal principles are
actualised in a person, he not only develops
spiritual awareness and manifests the inherent
divinity in every thought, word and deed, but
also develops the social sensibilities in right
perspective. All the social, educational and
cultural activities of the Movement are but
the expression of this spiritual awareness
which views God in both the monotheistic
and polytheistic aspects.

The monotheistic and polytheistic aspects:

~ The principles of the Unity of Godhead,
Oneness of existence, the divinity of every
soul and its eternal identity with the Supreme
Brahman form the monotheistic view. The
ultimate aim of all sadhanas is to rediscover
and experience this essential unity of the
1nd.1v1dual. soul with Brahman. This is the
'phllosophlcal aspect of Vedantic thought.
The polytheistic aspect chiefly consistsc of
theo-centred principles of Grace, Love and
]S‘Sea,uty. In this aspect of Vedanta the one
li%uPre-mq All-pervading Attributeless Brahman

8 worshipped through many forms and images

\



Lord and absolute solf-surrondor—pmpfmt»tri~
on the part of the devotee to the will of G()(.L
constitute the essence of this System. This
theo-centred and bhakti-oriented System does
not rule out the pdtency of the Law of Karma
in regulating the nature of experience for the
as — individual souls — but lays emphasis
a which alone
e devotee

v
on the redemptive grace of Ishwar
produces bhakti in the heart of th
and creates conditions favouring God-reali-

sation.

These two aspects of Vedanta have
flourished from time immemorial as the Hindu
Dharma. This Tradition, unlike other
Traditions, does not visualise any contradic-
tion in these two different aspects of God.
For a Hindu, God is formless, nameless,
attributeless; yet can take innumerable forms,
names and attributes so that His devotees
can strive to realise Him according to their
own particular temperaments and inclinations.
As expressed by Sri Ramakrishna, “God with
form and God without form are not two
different Beings. He who is with form is also
without form. To a devotee God manifests
Himself in various forms. Just think of a
shoreless ocean — an infinite expanse of water
— no land visible in any direction; only here
and there are visible blocks of ice formed by
intense cold. Similarly, under the cooling
influence, so to say, of the deep devotion of
his worshipper, the Infinite reduces Himself
~into the Finite; and appears before him as a
f{el?ﬁo\w:h form. Again, as on the appearance

he sun, the ice melts away into the
formless . 1 i

. In reality, it has provided a metaphy-
sw.al_ basis for a universal humanistic ethico-
?pll‘.ltlla] ideology that soars above all pre-
judices' and bigotry. Tt has also stimulated
the fa,e.sthotic sense of the hum@n mind by
providing a cultural and religious Vbackgroun.(’l
to ﬁn(a arts like poetry, drama, music, art
architect ure, sculpture ete., which lends ﬁ‘nm\'(:
to .tlm philosophy of fine arts. To pnl‘.“if
plainly, these p]\il()snphi('al and pnlvt,hei%tic’
aspects of Vedanta practised in a \\:i(yl(-,

iy r]lgl()-" Cl10- econo 3 Y ( ‘
e S0 mice (,()I]ﬂ Xt f" i
' ,‘a(llt‘]('" 4 m vh‘v }Iln(l"

How the Ramakrishna Movement strives to
actualise this Tradition:

To realise and practise this noble Hindu
Tradition, the Movement draws its inspiration
from the life of Sri Ramakrishna who embodied
in his very life both the philosophical and
polytheistic aspects in their entirety and
attained perfection which stands unparallelled
in the annals of the religions of the world.
The force of the impact of Sri Ramakrishna
on the modern world of thought is felt not
because he invented something new, but
because he practised these ideals of the
ancient Hindu Tradition in all its aspects in
his own life in its total perfection and beauty.
Accordingly, the Movement believes that the
actualisation of the Hindu Tradition must
first take place in an individual before it can
be communicated to another. The monastic
members of the Order of Sri Ramakrishna
who are at the centre of all the spiritual,
cultural, religious, educational and social
activities carried on by the Movement, are
trained to understand and practise these
principles of the Hindu Tradition in their own
lives in the light of the life and teachings of
Sri Ramakrishna.

The Movement through its monastic and
lay members reiterates harmony of religions
and faiths, solidarity of mankind, and the
efficiency of each religious system to lead one
to perfection. This in effect rids the mind of
prejudices and bigotries, suspicion and hatred,
and provides a basis for fellowship and
altruistic love in the class room and in the
playfield and among the various races and
religions and countries. The perfection of
this ideal will become fulfilled when the whole
human race evolves together into a single
family and when each of its endeavours and
aspirations, its religious, cultural and social
activities are guided by the salient points of
the Hindu Tradition as lived by Sri Rama-
krishna. The very significant assertion by
Mr. Arnold Toynbee that “ At this supremely
dangerous moment in human history the only
way for salvation of mankind is Ramakrishna’s
way of harmony of religions ”’ sums up the
Movement’s attitude in solving the dissensiong
prevailing among the warring sects and faithg
of the world.

I “Words of the M

aster”
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Nation-building is really character building: :

The Movement believes that the task of
nation-building is really the effort 1nv01vpd
in building the character of the people of the
- “nation. The Movement affirms the principle
of Hindu Tradition that a man is what his
character is. And education in its soclO-
cultural spectrum, is the most v1t.ya,l means
of building this character. Swami Viveka-

nanda, the chief organiser of the Movemgnt
‘ man-making

believed, therefore, in a akl
religion’, and in a ° character-b}nldlng
education . - In the course of one of his talks

to the assembled sannyasins and novices at
the Belur Math, the Headquarters of t‘zhe
Movement, Swamiji said, ‘° The next thl.ng
to remember is that the aim of this institution
is to make men. You must not merely learn
what some Rishi says. Those Rishis are gone.
Their opinions are also gone with them. You
must be Rishis yourselves. You are also as
much a man as the greatest of men—even an
incarnation. You must stand on your own
What can mere book learning do?

feet.
What can meditation do even ? What can
the mantras and tantras do? You must

have this new method, the method of man-
maki-g2. ‘Man-making’ is the new 'gospel
that he preached for every man. An ideal
nation can be built up only by its ideal citizens,
that is, the construction work must start from
the grass-root level. Thus, the Movement
aims at building ‘maa’ first and the nation
building following as the logical consequence.

The method of approach to achieve this end:
strengthening of the roots of Dharma:

The lamp of the ageless Hindu Dharma
preserved down the ages by countless sages and
saints and seers,continues to shine like a beacon-
light under the aegis of the Movement. The
Movement in adhering to the spirit of ancient
Hmdu Tradition, recognises man as Divinity
itself, functioning through psycho-physical
equipments peculiar to each individul in rel-
aplon to his own Self, to the universe around
him and to the Supreme. Thus man has dual
functions, the internal and the external. The
external must be the overflow of the internal
perfection. To regulate and to give proper
expression to these two forces, the Movemeﬁt
strives to strengthen the hasic tenets of Dha-

rma, as laid down in the Vedic seriptures
Social Codes. o e s

2, Belur Math Diary; June, 19th 1898,
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Inculcating the spirit of freedom:

q ing the only condition of all

Free%ﬁ; b(ranugst first };chie,ve freedf)m.

Freedom from ignorance, from imperfection,

from fear and suffering is the watch word of
the Movement. Ignorance can be removed

by spiritual enlightenment alone, fear by
strength and imperfection by perfection. So,
knowledge of the Supereme must be the
object of life. Knowledge destroys ignorance,
misery and darkness—the effects of ignorance.
Wisdom born, not of learning, but of Know-
ledge of Truth, results in Spiritual perfection
and Felicity par excellence. It is only then
that an individual becomes ready to dedicate
his entire personality for the happiness of many,
for the welfare of many. This external free-
dom is but an expression of the internal free-
dom whose very nature is to inculcate strength
born of sacrifice of the individual self at the
alter of the Cosmic Self, of total dedication for
human welfare and universal benevolence.
This alone helps one achieve all-round happi-
ness and joy to mankind through a steady and
enlightened intellect.

growth &

;I‘hlc:] impact of the Movement on the political
ield:

The urge of a race to sustain itsel
ravages of time and decay is expressed fully
in the life and message of Sri Ramakrishna.
Tfhe M.ov.ement is a landmark in the history
of India in a8 much as it has helped the great
task of nation-building by revitalising the
traditions of the ancient ~ Hindu people in
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various spheres. Though the Movement dops
not take part in politics in any manmner, it,
all the same, influences the political philo-
sophy of the leaders by providing the basic
ideal through its contribution to the great
task of nation-building in its politico-socio-
economic levels. A right understanding of
the Hindu Tradition provides the basic ideal
to sacrifice one’s all to achieve political free-
dom from oppressive rulers.  This self-ex-
pression of Vedantic thought in politics is
manifested in the political field by Mahatma
Gandhi who piloted his many wars against the
then mightiest power through a novel method
of Satyagraha. Satyagraha is the unique
method of war in which the spiritual and moral
forces are mobilised to combat the aggressive
materialistic forces. Satyagraha becomes
the dynamic force of resistance in the political
arena for removing thz injustices, corruptions,
and exploitations of the oppressed class and
infuse into the hearts of oppressors such human
virtues as social justice, compassion, sense of
equality, sympathy cte. This weapon of mass
revolution for gaining political and economic
freedom hates none, hurts none. Tt is a posi-
tive assertion of the great principles of Hindu
Tradition in a politico-economic context. And,
Mahatma Gandhi acknowledged his indebted-
ness to Swami Vivekananda as being the source
of his inspiration. This is by far the greatest
c:)ntnbutlon of Sri Ramakrishna, Swami
Vivekananda and the Movement towards the
task of nation-building.

~ The Movement propagates and practises
in all its centres the social, economic and
cultural freedoms and equality of all. Tt lays
great emphasis on the principle, “ First
recognise that everybody is equal and every-

body i \ :
y is free.* Then recognise that every- -

body should be made equal and that every-
body shou](! be free”. The Movement has
been preaching and practising these ideals as
expressed by its leader through its multi-
farious institutions all the world over.

The Movement believes in first dissemi-
nating Spiritual  values and awakening the
::g,untr;ythto 1ts spiritual destiny and then
thg‘agg he sefvices of its people by inspiring

em to actively participate in the great task

of nation-building in its politico-socio-econo-
mic levels. This task of nation-building must
be the external expression of Divine Love
on a national scale through sacrifice and
service. Towards this end the Movement’s
contribution has been substantial. ;

While performing the ceremony of con-
secration of the Ramakrishna Math at the
newly bought Belur Math grounds, on Decem-
ber 9th, 1898, the Swami spoke of the glorious
future he felt it was to have : ‘It would be a
centre in which would be recognised and
practised a grand harmony of all creeds and
faiths as exemplified in the life of Sri Rama-
krishna, and only ideas of religion in its uni-
versal aspect would be preached. And from
this centre of universal toleration would go
forth the shining message of goodwill and
peace and harmony to deluge the whole world™.
Continuing, he said, ‘“The other day when we
installed the image of Sri Ramakrishna on
the grounds of this Math, T saw his ideas
emanating from here flooding the whole uni-
verse with their radiance” (Swami Viveka-
nanda’s second visit to the West—New Dis-
coveries: P. 605-6;609.). On another occassion
he prophesied: ‘I do not see into the future;
nor do I care to see, but one thing I see clear
as the day before me, that the ancient Mother
has awakened, and is sitting on her throne
rejuvenant, more glorious than ever; proclaim
her to the world with the voice of peace and
benediction™.

The fulfilment of this fond wish of the
Swami is the most cherished ambition of the
Movement. A wish of a great spiritual
luminary does not go unfulfilled. His wish is a
valuable trust entrusted to the Movement for
its fulfilment in a wide spectrum of human life.
As has been’ briefly touched upon in this
article, the Movement has made an encourag-
ing beginning in fulfilling the pet wish of the
Swami. Time alone can bear witness to the
truth of the great vision of the Swami that
‘No power on earth can stop or stall the on-
ward march of the great force of spiritual
experiences of Sri Ramakrishna, inundating
the world with its spiritual ideas’, and to the
vital role played by the Movement in fulfilling
this great responsibility.
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THE BEE AND THE LOTUS
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S. AMBALAVANER B.Sc. (Hons.) Lond.

Hmeritus Principal.

Everyone of the recorded thoughts of
Sri Ramakrishna are indee.d _s(‘at:mn.("nts of
living truths of great futrm_'lstrlc significance.
When Sri Ramakrishna was in an exalted state
of mind he said, “All living bemgs”urc God,
who then dare talk of showing mercy’to them,
Swami Vivekananda who was pr‘(zsent, is
reported to have said to Swami Shivananda
who was sitting next to him, xR have‘ heard
a great saying today and I will proclaim the
living truth to the world. In later years,
Swami Shivananda referring to this incident
said, “if anyone asks for the foundation of the
magnificent acts of service done by the Rama}-
krishna Mission since then, he will find it
here”.  One such magnificent edifice, which
has been a source of everlasting solace to
hundreds of students for the last fifty years
is the R.K.M. Students’ Home at Kalladi-
Uppodai and its branches.

All students’ Homes run by the Rama-
krishna Mission had humble beginnings and
were later transformed into citadels of great
learning and service. Swami Akandanandayji,
a direct disciple of the Master was the first to
put into practice the social philosophy of
Swami Vivekananda which is enshrined in the
words, “The poor, the illiterate, the ignorant,
the afflicted, let these be your God”. He led
the first famine relief

I centre in North India.
nda, a beloved of the
desire in life was to be
servant of the servant of
founding of the Rama-
dents’ Home in Madras,
mall beginning developed
ational cen-
South. The

master, whose only
“ A servant of the

is”, inspired the
krishna Mission Stu
which had- from a s
into a magnificent,
tres which are the
students Home at
' a small way b
devotion and the

pride of the
Ka]ladi-Uppod
ut did not lack the inspired
tender care of the great souls
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who had given of their best in the service of

this institution.

I have had the privilege of being associ-
ated with the Home somewhat closely for
over twenty years. I had the good fortune
of being a teacher of the children of the Home
at the adjoining Vidyalaya. At the end of an
educational career in the missionary schools
of the east and north, which was rounded off
by a graduate course at the then exemplary
University College, 1 had my first impact of
the ** man-making ” education of  Swami
Vivekananda at the portals of the Students’
Home in the early .thirties. The experience
was like a whiff of fresh air, which suddenly
jerked one out of the habitual modes of thought
and the dimmed and blurred vision one had of
things. What was laid open was so obvious
in its validity, its simplicity, and clearness.
For the doctrinaire mind, that needs and looks
for well established positions the impact was
such a rush of relief and thankfulness.

The Home then was very small but very

beautiful. The men in charge were educa-
tionists of rare calibre, men of learning and
devotion, men of wisdom and holiness in-

spired by the clarion call of their leader for
renunciation and service. Above all, they
were men who understood with a rare sense
of clarity the intricate mechanisms of “man-
making”. They did some extraordinary things
to transform the character and personalities
of those who had the good fortune to come
under their care.

It was education for real life, and the
foremost place was given to the neat and
orderly cultivation of a sense of self-respect,
self reliance, robust independance and fearless.

rituals of artistic beauty.

resplendent and action was
humanism to its finest not
moving scenes. The dey
dawn, the rhythm of
tidying up of the pre
clothes, the dressing u

tuned to stretch
e. There were
otional greeting of the
yogic movements, the
mises, the washing of
p of infected wounds,



the tenderly nursing of the sick «'spccmll.\{' ”i
the height of the malaria epidemic, the Nmul‘.u\a
cutting of the hair, the Pro('ossmg of b.tlll(' l(;si
the procuring of provisions, the disciphne (.)
distribution of food, the service atb the shrine

at sunset, th B
the hushed silence of study, all had an aura o
ridescent beauty

unearthly glow and a raré i b
which was elevating both for the participants
and the spectators. The atmosphere of un-
usual happiness that pervaded the premises
of the Home was & tribute to the loftiness of
mind and spiritual maturity of the monks who
guided its destiny. ~ The administration was
very close to the ideal. There were student
ministers whose notices in their respective
boards were a delight to read and reflected a
sense of participation in all decision-making
matters which was 80 natural and appropriate.
Every meal was a sacramental offering to the
Divine Mother and the chanting of the hymn
in Her praise provided the spiritual nourish-
ment which enriched the simple but nutritious
diet that was provided. There was discipline
and there was freedom. Responsibility was
shared by one and all.

The Home had the good fortune of having
had at its helm of affairs a succession of great
and holy men. Some of them were leaders in
their own fields of academics, men of deep
scholarship in the arts and in the sciences,
educationists of great eminence, devoted
souls, bound by a common sense of loyalty
and dedication to the ideals of their Master.

There was the venerable Swami Avinash-
ananda, a veritable rishi of the upanishads,
a_nd a recognised authority in the devotional
lltera‘ture of the world, who bore his ponderous
learning so lightly, and whose compilation of
the *“ Cultural Heritage of India” was a land-
mark in history of comparative religion. There
was Swami Sundarananda, a product of the
spiritual renaissance of Bengal, a writer of
eminence in his own language but so child-like
and simple in life. The brilliant Swami
Vipulananda was indeed a power-houseb of
Scholarship and learning, whose inimitable
orations in cicerronian tones should be heard
to be believed.  As a Tamil Scholar and
researcher he has had no equal ever since—
and he was a rare combination of versatil
genius and a saint. The Revered ‘Sla i
Kedareswaranandaji was a shini s
(1){f a claé)mbination of Ga,ndhiaJnmil(Illega,lie Xamplg

Sl . : sm an
rishna spirit of service. The saintly

e melodious chanting of prayers,

deeply cultured both
in the Western and Eastern traditions, was
always soft spoken and smiling. He shed an
aura of natural peace and (uietness aroum'i:
him. The efficient Swaml lell!&qmallandall
was a freedom fighter and an a(lmlplstrator par
excellence and whose words of kindness and
affection have found a lasting place in 'Phe

hearts of many who came in contact w1‘0}‘1 him.

The young, energetic and handsome Swami

Hrishikeshanandayji brought into the Home
a bit of the burning and selfless Love of the
great Vivekananda. The patriarch who was
Swami Kutasthanandaji was most generous
in his paternal affection towards everyone.
And, last but not the least, was Swami Nata-
rajanandaji, a dedicated saint whose words
reminded one of Brother Lawrence and whose
deeds are worthy of being recorded by a
Serkhilar.  These were the children of ‘Sri
Ramakrishna who in the arid atmosphere of
Kalladi-Uppodai. * set the sail > which the
“wind of Grace did really fill.” Added to this
constellation of brilliance was the personal
benediction of Swami Bignananandaji, a direct
disciple of the Great Master whose brief stay
in the Home in 1934 has left behind an epi-
centre of spiritual light of perennial value.

It was under these influences that the
children of the Home were brought up and
nurtured and it is not surprising that every-
one of its alumni, in whatever capacity he is,
has an unusual sparkle and a luminous quality
in their personalities which defies description.
The remarkable progress which the Home has
made n recent years is a tribute to the effis
ciency of its present workers and especially -
to the dedicated and wise guidance of the
present Head of the Ramakrishna Mission in
Sri Lanka. It gladdens the hearts of everyone
to see that the ideological framework that was
set by the early pioneers remains intact. The
institution is a standing monument to the
Sadhana implied in the service and worship of
the Divine in man. One should be grateful
that;, it offers one an opportunity to contribute
one’s mite to a cause of everlasting value.

* “ Let the giver kneel down and give” said
Sri Ramakrishna, “and let the receiver stand
up and permit . I am, indeed, very thankful,
that I am permitted on this J ubilee year of
the Home, to join the hundreds of others who
would pray for the continued prosperity and
progress of the Home. Indeed the Lotus has
bloomed and the bees will come by themselves.

S\\‘mni\ Ritaja.nau(l;tlj1,
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P. SAMITHAMBY (Alias P.

MY ASSOCIATION
SADHU :

Nesarajah) —Teacher of Fnglish

Bt/Shivananda Vidyalaya— Balticaioa.

It was the early part of the nineteen
forties. I was an innocent young lad of ten
then, laden with the bu.rden of facing the
trials and tribulations of life. A‘n year later I
sustained the irreparable loss of my beloved
father who was a foreman in cha-rge of the
naval equipment stores at the Trincomalee
naval base. His unfortunate and untimely
death caused by gas poisoning as a result of
the bombing of the naval base at Trincomalee,
came to me like a bolt from the blue, and
consequently shattered my mind and blasted
my youthful dreams and hopes of a bright and
presperous career.

At this decisive moment of my life, the
invisible hand that sways the whole universe
wiped my tears and gave me strength and
hope. It saved me, I should say, from the
evil clutches of misfortune, the perilous
destroyer of life.

One fine pleasant morning of a full moon
day of wesak—the day when Lord Buddha
attained enlightenment—I sought admission
to the Ramakrishna Mission Students’ Home
at Kalladi Uppodai, now venerated by one
and all as the ‘Santiniketan’ of Sri Lanka. I
felt T was being lifted up by someone and
dropped into this spiritual orchard of
Bhagavan Sri Ramakrishna Deva.

. . In this abode and hermitage called
Shlvapuri’, where the sadhus of the Rama-
krlshng order resided then, there lived a
sanyasin, moderately tall, somewhat well-
built, attired in orange robes, who had a
perennial smile like a little child with a couple
of dimples in his cheeks, Everyone regarded
him as a monk of deep devotion, simple and
austere ways of incomparable gentility. His
form comes to my mind, even now, and his
name, Swami Ritajananda, well known to all
he students who were the inmates of the
Home’ at that time,
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He had an angelic personality. His
modesty, reserve, indrawn mind and exalted
mood marked him out to be a saint, a great
sanyasin. He had a resplendent smile which
readily reflected his inner heart full of kindness,
his child-like purity and geniality. He was
like a father.  All the children who sought
admission found in him, in a greater measure,
the warm parental affection which they had
lost. His compassion, his kindness and his
love knew no bounds.

The teachers, the Head masters and the
principals, who worked under him, found in
him, a lovable personality.  “As the then
general manager of the Ramakrishna Mission
Schools in Ceylon he rendered yeomen service
upholding the ideals of the Mission which
stood for equality of opportunity for all,
irrespective of any race, caste, or creed
considerations. In brief, everyone of them
had a good word to say about him, and they
had much regard for his genial temperament.

He was a lover of nature. He had a pet,
a beautiful pussy with glossy hair and a bushy
tail. He was so fond of the cat that he never
forgot to feed her at the correct time. When
she heard his voice she came immediately -
mewing and purring to his side and quietly
sat beside him. It was a pleasure to seé him
feeding his pet cat with bits of cheese. I too
sat near him and shared and enjoyed the
pieces of cheese and biscuits and tithits which
he normally reserved for both of us.

He often called me, ‘a young Sando’ as
I had a stout and robust physique. He often
told me that what the youngmen of the present
day needed was ‘ musceles of iron, nerves of
steel and minds of thunderbolts . He was a
lover of plants and flowers. He entrusted me
with the responsibility of bringing up all kinds
of flowering plants and fruit trees around

~“Shivapuri’. "Under his able guidance I



lants, how to trim

learnt when to manure the p :
l”t th('ln m rows

the flower plots, how to ple
and generally how a garden should be tended.
As a result of his qu\idan(’(\ and my devotion
for work and my antiring efforts, the garden
became one mas.s of colour with grape vines,
flowering shrubs and fruit trees, laden with
papaws, plantains and guavas. During the
week ends, in the evenings, all the children
used to congregate in his residence to enjoy
the fruits and nuts, and thus shared and en-
joyed his love and affection.

I still remember how he insistenly laid
stress on cleanliness and said that “clean-
liness is next to Godliness » He expected
everyone, young and old, to be immaculately
clean in their dress, teeth, nails, hair etc. On
account of his deep concern for an attitude
to healthy habits everyone of us became
thoroughly conscious of being neat and clean
in all aspects of our living. Consequently all
of us became clean and pure not only in body
but in mind also. We were all willing partners

in that great co-operative effort, namely,
leading & useful and p(‘;woful life.

[ am really happy to recall after a long
arly thirty five years, his words
1 guidance which I can still hear
ears. 1 owe & deep debt of
Jankfulness 1o this magnani-
mous soul who gowed in me the seed of love or

all mankind and deep devotion for work. 1
can never forget him. I cherish sweet memories

of him in my bosom. My daily prayer is that
the Great Tord, the Almighty, bestow upon
himHis choicest blessings so that he may live
for many more years with a healthy body

and cheerful mind.

interval of ne
of wisdom an
ringing in my

gratitude and tl

Although he is today in far away Paris,
our thoughts go to him, for, the memory of
the days he was in our midst is still green
in our minds.

May the Lord bless him
Where ever he be !
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