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Diocese of Trincomalee -
Batticaloa
Felicitation Message

It is a pleasant task for
me to be able to add this
message of appreciation
on the oceasion of the re-
tirement of Bishop
Jebanesan.

Although his retirement

as Bishop of CSI in Jaffna comes ,_g?‘ated with him in various ecumenical
0

ter 12 years of service, I am aware

the traumatic days he had fo go
through during that period. I recall
the tragedy of the mass Exodus of
people coming into Vanni. His
unstinted and courageous contribu-
tion to the Tamil people fettered by
the war and violence and his leader-
ship inspired by Christ his Lord and
Master, will go down in the annals of

History.

He was also an educationist, teacher
and Principal of Jaffna College, lec-
turer in Christian Civilization in the
Jaffna University and has many pub-
lications to his credit.

His ministry as Bishop comes to a
close but certainiy his next ministry
to his people will begin in another
form and dimension.. I join the CSI
Church, his friends and his commu-
nity of the faithful in felicitating him
and thanking God for him, his talents
and his unfailing stewardship.

May the good Lord sustain him with
good health and strength to continue
his ministry to His people.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingsley Swampillai
Bishop, Diocese of Trincomalee -
Batticaloa

—-_._____——_____—._-.—_-.—_—.__..___—__.—.—

Message fro;ir'l the Bishop of
Colombo, Diocese of Colombo,
CHURCH OF CEYLON

Message from the Presi-
dent, Methodist Church, Sri
Lanka

It gives me great pleasure to be
able to send this message of fe-
licitation and good wishes, on
behalf of the Methodist Church,
Sri Lanka, on the occasion of the
retirement of Rt. Rev. Dr. 5.
Jebanesan, Bishop in Jaffna,
Church of South India

It has been a pleasure to have known
Bishop Subramanian Jebanesan. He
was Bishop in Jaffna of the Church of
South India for nearly twelve years
and during this period I have associ-

fora. Bishop Jebanesan has been an
educationist for most of his life. He
had a brief curacy before entering the Bishop Jebanesan is a well
Episcopal ministry., He has been a known educator who has served
bishop deeply rooted in the study of Jaffna College for many years,
the history and mission of the men both as a teacher and later as
and women of the American Congre- principal.

gational Church who labored for over
a hundred years in Jaffna. Bishop
Jebanesan’s scholarship and
churchmanship has significantly influ-
enced the life of the Church in Sri
Lanka, particularly that of his Diocese.

He entered the ministry of the
Church of South India, with a
wealth of experience in the field
of education which enabled him
to carry out his onerous respon-
sibilities efficiently.

1 first met with him when he
became the Bishop of the Dio-
cese, of the Church of South
India. He represented his
Church, which is a constituent
Member of the National Chris-
tian Council of Sri Lanka.

Bishop Jebanesan, his wife Vimala and
their family carry with them our good
wishes. I have no doubt that it will
not be a retirement for him. He will
continue his study and writing and so
continue to enrich the ecumenical life
and literature of the Church in Sri
Lanka. *
With Peace and Blessings.

He was generally of a quiet dis-
position. One of the admirable
qualities 1 saw in Bishop
Jebanesan as a Church leader,
was his ability to listen carefully
and than express his opinion
with boldness, whenever the
occasion demanded. .

Rt. Rev. Duleep de Chickera
Bishop of Colombo

Message from Grace Bunker,Missionary

I met the Rt. Rev, Dr. S. Jebanesan
when I attended my first meeting
as a Trustee of the Jaffna College
Funds in Boston in October of 1999.
At that time I had not the least
thought that I would be working
and worshipping in the Jaffna Dio-
cese of the Church of South India
(JDSCI) under the benign leader-
ship of the Rt. Rev., Dr. S.
Jebanesan. I just knew that Iim-
mediately liked him for his gentle-
voiced scholarly ways, his sensitiv-
ity, and good-humored warmth.

The next direct contact I had with
Bishop Jebanesan was in the fall of
2000. I had been led to offer my
services to Jaffna College for one
four year term before I retired. Al-
most the first person I informed of
this decision was Bishop
Jebanesan. He replied immediately
by email, *Hallelujah! May God be
praised!” I was committed. I had
to go through the application and
interview and orientation process,
but I never doubted that I was on
my way to Jaffna.

Bishop welcomed me at the airport
when I arrived and later I traveled
with him to Jaffna. It was reassur-
ing to have his company as the pre-
flight procedure was different from
any flight I had ever taken before.

Through out the almost four years
that I have been in Jaffna, Bishop
has treate®me with generous con-
sideration and honored me many
times. He has supported every
thing that I have done, as he has
for the other missionaries who have
been here with me. His extensive

He is also a historian with many
publications to his credit. We
pray for God’s continued bless-
ings on him so that he will be
amble to use his talents during
his time of retirement. =

experience of travel and knowledge
of and appreciation of other cultures
has helped me and enriched the
JDCSI.

1 wish Bishop and Bishop Amma
many rewarding, fruitful, and healthy
years of retirement.

Rev. A. Noel P. Fernando
President,Methodist Church

j k
Grace Bunker SFLue

The View from Mt. Pisgah, Deuteronomy3:23-29

My dear friend and Bishop, .
Welcome to retirement! May it be for you as it has been for me — a time of
creativity, fruitfulness, and peace. My chosen text describes the retirement of
Moses; a model for us all.
The first instinct of Moses was to lead God's people all the way abanon.
That is what everyone assumed would happen. Who else could succeed?
God was angry at Moses for that arrogance, "Never speak to me of this matter
again.” You and | have read this passage often enough so that we never as-
sumed our tenure would be extended or that we are the only ones who can lead
all the way to the Promised Land,
We have stood on Mt. Pisgah and seen the view, in every direction, We know
exactly where our people must go, what they will find, the battlés they must
fight, and the promises they must keep. But we will not lead and, given our
mortality, we will not even go to that horizon. We see too much fram this sum-
mit. We catch a clear vision of the future pilgrimage and we understand we will
not walk that trail. ltis a sad view, yet perhaps you also understand when | say,
| am glad for this Pisgah perspective. There is something in me that is finished
with the wilderness trek and | thank God for both the beginning in Pharaoh's
land, and the end at this mountain.
| can only guess what this transition has been like for the JDCSI. But you and
| are absolutely sure how a successful transition to a new Bishop will come to
pass. “Charge Joshua, and encourage him, for it is he who shall cross over at
the head of this people and who shall secure their possession of the land that
you have seen.”
Thank you for leading the way to this moment, Bishop, and bless you as you
bless Joshua who will lead the way from this moment on. And may you be
remembered as fondly as Moses is remembered to this day.
God bless you, Bishop Jebanesan; God bless your successor; God bless us
all,

Paul C. Clayton
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From the District
Judge, Jaffna

third Bishop of the Jaffna
Diocese of the Church of :

South India, was studying at Jaffna .
- College and walking the dusty lanes

of Moolai little did those of us who
knew him realize that God's hand was
upon him not merely to preach the
gospel but also to lay on his shoul-
ders the great task of leading and
comforting.his flock in the dark days
to come.

As a young man Dr. Jebanesan was
heir to a triple heritage. He was heir
to the ancient Tamii culture, heirtoa
British public school education and
heir to American ideals of free
speech, spirit of independence and
tolerance - all of which had a deep
and abiding influence in shaping his
character.

He took full advantage of the free-
dom to soar intellectually and spiri-
tually at Jaffna College and used its
library to seek horizons in thought
and feeling, which in later years were
the hallmark of his sermons and
speeches.

A versatile writeér and an eloguent
speaker, he is the author of many
publications and has attended many
international <onferences on Theol-
ogy and South Asian Studies. He was
also a member of the University
Council of Jaffna, Theological Com-

- mission, C.S.1. and Governing Coun-

cil, Theological College, Bangalore.
While being a very humble man he is
also a man with strong convictions.
He believed that the cause of the
Tamils was a just cause and made no
secret as to where his sympathies lay.

People like Dr. Jebanesan who will-
ingly stayed in the face of severe ad-
versity deserve aur thanks and un-
dying gratitude. May God shower
choicest blessings on Dr. S.
Jebanesan for his continued service
to the church community and human-
ity.

The dark clouds will roll away some-
day and the sun will shine in Jaffna

R.T. Vignaraja District Judge,
Jaffna

Rt. Rev. Dr. SubramaniamJebanes
(Cey.); M.A. Phil. & Religior; M.A. (E
M.A. (Tamil); B.D. (Serampo€); Ph. C

Bishop of the Jaffna Diocese, Ch
South India - 1923 -2005
Chairperson — Solidarity for The:
Education of South India 2004 on
President’s Fellow - 2002-2003, F
Seminary

University Council, Jaffna Univers
Jaffna College — Principal; Vice-P
Staff
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Dear Bishop Jebenesan

I join with great pleasure in the fe
you. We have shared muchover t!
I have been grateful for our abilit
nicate with each other at a level tl
than the official and the perfuncto
shared concerns as well as under
problems and their solutions: We
humor and laughed together. For
tuality has been a privilege and a

With every good wish from both
me Ei
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"er at a level that is deeper
i the perfunctory. We have
; well as understandings of
solutions. We have shared
| together. For me this mu-
yrivilege and a joy.

ish from both Patricia and
Eric A. Gass

. the downtrodden, the lonely 1988. He also completed his

.1vhad to carefully guide his have observed this great

From the From the From the

Princial, Principal, Principal of
St. Patrick’s Chundikuli Jaffnia

College: Girls’ College: College:

With great hap- I have immense
piness I send pleasure in for-
this message to felicitate warding this message in
Bishop Jebanesan on his re- honour of Rt. Rev. Dr. S.
tirement. Jebanesan, Bishop in Jaffna,
Church of South India.

I have known Bishop

Jebanesan ever since he was Dr. Jebanesan hails from a
a teacher at Jaffna College good Christian family. In 1977
and a visiting lecturer at the he proceeded to the Tamil
University of Jaffna. Hecame Nadu Theological College,
across to me as an outstand- Madurai and obtained a de-
ing teacher and an eminent gree in Theology. On his re-
scholar possessing wide turn he helped to set up a
knowledge of Tamil literature Department of Christian Civi-
and History. His simple lization in the University of
lifestyle made him approach- Jaffna, where he was part
able at all times. Siding with time lecturer from 1979-

£ |
The laffna Diocese of the
Church of South India had
seen a period of growth, re-
habilitation and healing dur-
ing the tenure of Bishop
Jebanesan’s office. He iden-
tified himself fully with the
people of this land. His
dream of giving life to many
damaged churches and con-
structing new churches be-
came a reality in the recent
past. It would be significant
to say his leadership played
a key role in uplifting the
community with clear un-
derstanding and certainty of
the future. As a man of God,
he devoted his life and work
to His Master. He used his
spirituality and intellectual-
ism towards edifying the
Diocese and its community.

and the lost was natural to Doctoral studies during this
him. period.

He took over the Bishopric of Simplicity has been the key-
Jaffna Diocese of the Church note of his successes. Ever
of South India in 1993 and since I came to know him, I

The Jaffna College commu-

flock during the most turbu- quality. He has always been nity joins me in wishing our

lent times in the history of a man of few words, though _: !

Tamils. His steadfast faith, very deep in his thinking. His Bishop n;any‘ more fruitful
scholarship and his commit- patience , simplicity, truthful- Y&fgfs OM sergwge ) 0;;”
ment to the cause and his ness, thirst for academic pur- ™' ?]t' ) o0 Lor_dh I-
continued presence with his suit, wide experiences and ™'9 tyhgrarjt our Bishop
flock during the most disturb- above all his concern for his P2cS apl_;l)mesi and ndew
ing period in our tragic his- fellow beings has led him to ;’i‘;;og: tar?e gri%acigglugf tr?é
tory was his greatest contri- be what he is today. Christian Theological Semi-

bution to the people of Jaffna.
May the good Lord bless him N@ry:

Revd. Dr. Justin with peace and contentment -
Gnanapragasam in his retired life. Noel A. Vimalendran
Rector, St. Patricks Mrs. T. Rajaratnam Principal,
College Jaffna. Principal Chundikuli Jaffna College
Girls’College, Jaffna
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Principal,
Uduvil Girls’
College, Jaffna

From the Princi-
pal, St. John’s

{ College,Jaffna e : :

d The Rt. Rev. Dr. S. [This is a moment in which
Tebaraia o a4 Vet the Jaffna Diocese of the
: 2 TR Church of South India
satile and prolific writer in both changes its leadership for
Tamil and English. He is an au- the third time in its history.
thor of several publications, es- Such a moment is sacred
pecially in American Ceylon Mis-  not only for those who grew

T § : _up in the embrace of the
sion history, stamping his author: Diocese but also for the

ity in the field. people of the larger com-

munity, a people tossed in
Bishop Jebanesan is such an elo- the vortex of war and natu-
quent speaker that he captivates ral disaster. This is the mo-
and keeps the audience spell- Mment in which we pause to

: look back and rejoice at the
bound throughout his address, ¢ .cesses of the Diocese

whether it be i_n Tami!_or English. during Bishop Jebanesan’s
His scholastic achievements bishopric and are poised to
earned him eminence and cre- prepare ourselves for the
ated prospects to'seek affluence future.

1 1 . Uduvil traditionally has
in the West. Yet he remained in been very close to the heart

his country of birth in the inter- o the Diocese and its three
est and welfare of Jaffna College Bishops have played a sig-
where he was Principal then. nificant role in the develop-

ment of the school. Bishop

Wiyt ot Kulendran once while ac-
ryisnot a professionbuta o lodaing the fact that

di_v‘me call to bear the cross. no church was largely Vbut=
ministry and the strength behind  Uduvil Girls' College, con-
him was His grace. He was con- fessed that he as Bishop
secrated Bishop of JDCSI in Who had the nominal re-
1993. His stewardship of the SPOnsibility for S
hurch was during an era of cri- offichal 'FSpECtlon- evellop.e
2 g the habit of making his vis-
sis and unrest. The church has its too often than was nec-
gone through challenging and essary! This close relation-
turbulent periods when evange- Ship has been sustained thr
lism and Christian principles have g;ﬁgp%l%;?‘e';ai”gas‘/g:;
been subjected to criticism, cpm- a source of encouragement
ment and on some 0Ccasions  and an active participant in}
challenges. The Bishop is com- the school’s vision for the
mitted to Christian values virtues future, And so we of the

and has been true to his mission. Yduvil community bid
Bishop Jebanesan farewell

: 4 Sk as the Head of our Diocese.

; wish him good health, Iongev- To Bishop and Mrs.Vima
ity and many years of fruitful |aJebanesan we extend our
service to the church and com- wishes for peace, restful-

P

munity in his retired life. ness and very many bless-
S. Thanapalan Ings. ]
Principal, St. John’s College, Shiranee Mitls

Principal, Uduvil Girls’
Jaffna. : College.
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