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NATCHINTHANAI

What do we want?

Refrain: We want the grace of the Lord of Nallur!
We want to be always singing!
What else do we want?

We want to remain summd, oblivious of the word and meaning.
We want to take refuge in the holy guru's feet.
We want the grace. ‘

We want to repeat day and night the name of Siva.
We want to destroy the three desires to their very roots.
We want to see and see and appease the mind,
We want to be rid of lust and anger and delusion.
We want the grace.

We want the mind to cease from following the senses’ path.
We want to be blessed with full and perfect nishdas.
We want to have love towards all living beings.
We want to travel by the path of the glorious sushumna
We want the grace. [206]

A farmer sows good seed on his land, pulis out all the weeds growing among the plants,
and finally garners the grain. In the same way, the bhaktha sows the seed of devotion in the
fisld of God, roots out the weeds of lust, anger, desire, pride and envy, gathers in the grain
of heavenly bliss, and lives in enjoyment of it. :

In the flower-garden of the world, souls ars the flowers that are blooming there, which
God delights to behold.

A goldsmith fashions several ornaments out of gold. -So God, the Great Goldsmith, makes
many ornaments — different souls— out of the One Universal Spirit. [1t]
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St. Sundaramurthi Nayanar
and Swami

How can man tune himself to receive
this fountain of Grace from Siva? With-
out Grace man will continue to wallow
in material bondage, ignorance and desire.
Without freeing himself from these strong
cords of attachment, m~n cannot become
a fit receptacle to receive the Grace of
the Lord. Subject as man is to desire
and fear, he needs the guidance of the
Guru, who alone can make him know
his own true self,

Swami reiterates the need to “Know
Thyself by thyself”. *‘Letthe camp light
of the Guru be used to light your heart,
and when you see yourself as others see
yow, and also see within you the light of
God radiating its rays, them will you
gradually begin to see the real Self in you.”

This is the Yoga marga followed by
St. Sundarar, who exemplified in his
realisation, the relationship of a friend
with God as his intimate friend

In consonance with the symphony of
St. Sundaramoorthy, Swami taught a way
of life that bestows discrimination, and
santham - peace with understanding, the
peace that strengthens, unifies and illu-
mines our souls, while we are still en-
gaged in pursuing our duties and obli-
gations in the world. He dissuaded as-
coticism and flight to the forest, and
the use of cehre garb fo proclaim the
inner renunciation! He shared the affi-
nity of seeking God as a good companian
with the bard of Tiruvarur.

Many songs in Natchinthanai echo
St. Sundaramurthi Nayanar’s breadth of
of vision, and the besuty of perfect re-
nunciation of a man of God to the supreme

will of Parasivam. Swami stirred every-
one to live in the world and realise God

as his Best Friend, exactly as St. Sun-
darar didy calling upon Him to guide
and shelter him at every crucial event
in his life, and to share his joys and
sorrows. He would teach the young boys
and girls to sing the first Devaram of
this loving bondsman, who called Siva
a madman, in the same way as Chell-
appah Swami was called a madman.
The love of God shines in this first
hymn which unfolds one of St. Sundarar’s
crucial experience of divine grace.
“ O madman with the moon-crowned hatir,
Thou lord who art the fount of grace,
How could I bear to forget?
My soul hath a place for Thee,
Venney-nallur, in ‘ Grace’s shine,”
South of the stream of Pennai, there
My father, I became all thine ;
How could I now myself forswear ? ”
St. Sundarar VIII. 1. 1.
Swami would make some of the young
aspirants who were drawn to the path
of Yoga to sing the hymns of this great
Saint during the evening hours at his
Hermitage.
“Ah Me! I have left the path of love and -
service pure |
Now know I well the meaning of my sickness
and my pain.
I will arise and go and worship at Aarur;
What folly! how long can I remain apart
: from Thec?
My pearl, my diamond rare, Thou king of
great Aarur.”

St. Sundarar VIII. 51. 1.

St. Sundarar’'s most famous testament
of Faith as expressed in ‘ Eternal alle-
giance to Thee alone I owe-To none else
“ Berr 2 gemeo,”’

St. Sundarar VII. 95. 1.
was another of Swami's favourite hymns,
which he would sing frequenty and make
his devotees join in the chorus.
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Our Gurunathan would sometimes
greet his devotees with the popular hymn
of St. Sundarar on the magnificat of
Namasivaya.

Cwpps UPP persBer g Sew PapLTr BB0, 00
““ Linked to naught else in life, my mind
thanks only of Thy Feet.
I'm born anew, from this tuime forth 1 pass
the way of birth no more.

In Kodumudi, Lord austere, where wise men -

Thee with praises greet,
Even if I forget Thee, my tongue will utter
adoringly Namasivaya.

The songster Thuraiappa would take
up the refrain in his sweet voice, the
song from Naichinthana: on the remem-
brance of Lord’s Name:

" Sipg ye in joyful strains Siva, Siva.

The felicity that generates from the word,

1 cannot recount, except be immerced in it.

The source of knowledge is mine without learning.
The key of existence lies in the palm of my hand”

Natchintharai p. 18

Filled with the fervour of the Saiva
Saints, Swami would often say ‘You
and I belong to the holy galaxy of the
servitors of Siva.’ Seeing a pious devotee
in distress, he once exclaimed, °‘Leave
it at His Feet as did St. Sundarar,’ and
began to sing the Shakespearean Ode,
‘“Fear no more the heat of the Sun"”
in order to dissociate the distress from
tbe sufferer, in comradeship. He would
consume by the flame of his Yogic gaze,
the lack of faith and purity among the
doubting votaries who sought his solace.
He would adomonish them to quiten the
mind :

“Your friend is within. Tap at the door and
keep on tapping, till He opens it. Call ¢n Him

incessantly. Chant his Name and He will respond
as He did to St. Sundarar.”

Introduction to Natchinthanai
(Continued from page 171)

But in addition to the three functions
of creation, preservation and destruction,
God, according to Saiva Siddhantas, per-
forms two other divine actions, which

smay be said to be the expression of His

Holy Grace. Why, besides the Perfect
One, there should be the apparently im-
perfect many, why souls should be plunged
in the darkness of chaos, is the mystery
of mysteries, the unanswerable question.
Taking this for granted, Siddhanta re-
gards the whole of existence as an ever-
continuing process of evolution from
formless chaos into formless bliss, which
is effected by the action of Divine Grace,
or the Sakt: of the Lord. This operates
in two ways, by obscuring and by re-
vealing. The first is called Tirodhina
Sakti, the second Anugraha Sakti.

By themselves the individual souls
(or jivas) would be hopelessly and help-
lessly lost in the darkness of «nave. In
order to help them to escaps, the Loid,
out of His infinite compassion, gives
them bodies and faculties and all the
external world to enjoy. This is what,
in Saiva Siddhania, 1s called mdgva. In
using their organs and faculties souls
perform actions which give appropriate
results. This is designated by the word
karma, the literal sense of which is
action. In this way souls gain experience,
by means of which they are enabled

Come Thou, Oh Siva! Heed our call and
_ come
Thou wondrous One in manifold forms,
Oh pure One who doth the cosmic dance.
Stainless art Thou with Sakthi by thy side,
Illumined rock of the Vedic seers - Come,
Come unto us.
Natchinthanai P, 34.
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God Alone Is

Mahatma Gandhi

I implicitly believe in the truth of
the eaying that not a blade of grass
moves but by His will......

I cannot account for the existence
of evil by any rational method. To want
to do so is to be co-equal with God. I
am, therefore, humble enough to recognize

gradually to evolve from darkness into
light. At the same time, both Fkarma
and mdys hide from the soul the true
nature of the Lord and its union with
Him, by making it believe in an objective
world that is outside and separate from
Him. That is why they are called
* Impurities’. But unlike dnava, they

are given to the soul expressly to help .

it to free itself from that ‘innate taint’
and therefore represent the action of the
Lord’s Grace or Sakti. Yet, as they

conceal the soul’s true relation to Him, ’

they are said to constitute His ‘obs-
curing’ or ‘veiling’ Sakt;. Thus every-
thing, apart from dnava, is God’s Grace.
He is not other than His Grace and

He is not other than souls; and yet
gouls are subject to dnava, while He
is not.

But the mdya of Siddhanta is not
the same as the maya of Vedanta.
For Vedanta it is mdya and for Siddhinta
dnava, which constitutes the great obstacle
to the realization of Truth. In Siddhanta,
though it forms a part of the bondage
from which the soul must strive to free
itself in order to attain liberation, mdya
also has a positive aspect. Itis an aid
given by God to enable the soul to ex-
tricate itself from the enveloping obs-
curity of anava, like a lamp which helps
to illumine the darkness of the night
before the rising of the sun.

evil as such. And Icall God long-suffer-
ing and. patient, precisely because He
permits evil in the world. I know that
He has no evil in Him, and yet if there
is evil, He is the author of it and yet
untovched by it.

I know, too, that I shall never know
God if I do not wrestle with and against
evil cven at the cost of life itself. I
am fortified in the belief by my own
humble and limited experience. The
purer 1 try to become, the nearer I feel
to be to God. How much more should

I be when my faith is not a mers apo-
logy, as it is today, but has become as
immovable as the Himalayas and as white
and bright as the snows on their peaks ?
Meanwhile, I pray with Newman who
sang from experience :

“ Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling
gloom,
Lead Thou me on:
The night is dark and I am far from home,
Lead Thou me on;
Keep Thou my feet, I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me.
God s the hardest task-master [ have
know on earth, and he tries you through and
through. And when you find that your
faith is failing or your body is failing
you, and you are sinking, He comes tc
your assistance somehow or other and
proves to you that you must not lose
your faith and that He s always at your
beck and call, but on His terms, not on your
terms. )
God is great and compassionate. He -
would not try His servants beyond endurance..

As we go forward in our journey
of life, we have always problems coming
up for decision, and they are the hardest
when the voice of Satan nearly approa-
ches the voice of God. Only fullest trust
(in God) and perfect purity and extreme
humility can lead us to the right choice..

(To be continued )
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