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HINDUIS M

The Hindus have received their religion
through revelation, the Vedas. They hold
that the Vedas are without beginning
. and without end. It may sound ludicrous
to-this audience, how a book can be
without beginning or end.But by the Vedas
no books are meant. They mean the
- #ccumulated treasury of spiritual laws dis-
covered by different persons in different
iimes. Just as the law of gravitation existed
before its discovery, and would exist if all
aumanity forgot it, so isit with the laws
that govern the spiritual world. The moral
ethical and spiritual relations between soul
and soul and between individual spirits
and the Father of all spirits were there
before their discovery, and would remain
even if we forgot them.

The discoverers of these laws are called
Rishis, and we honour them as perfected
beings. I am glad to tel] this audience that

tome of the very greatest of them were
women.

Here it may be said that these laws

as laws may be without end, but they
must have had a beginning. The Vedas
teach us that creation is without beginning
or end: Science is said to have proved
that the sum total of cosmic energy s
always the same. Then, if there was a
time when -othiag existed, where was all
this manifested energy? Some say it was

in a potenti»l formin God. In that case
God is sometimes potential and some-
times kinetic, which would make Him
mutable. Everything mutsbie is a compo -
und, and everythingcompound must und-
ergo that change which is called destru-
ction. So God would die, which is abs-
urd* Therefore there never was a time
when there was no creation,

If 1 may be allowed to usc a simile.

creation and creator sre two lines, with-
out beginning and without end, running
parallel to each other. God is the ever
active providence, by  Whose power
systems after systems. are being evolved
out of chaos, made to run for a time,
and again destroyed* This is what the
Brahmin boy repeats everyday: ‘The sun and
the moon, the Lord creat d like the suns
and moons of previous cycles. And this
agrees with modern science.

Here I stand and if I shut my eyes,
and try to conceive my existence, “I," ‘I’,
‘I', what is the idea before me? The

-idea of a body, Am I, then, nothing

but a combination of material substan-
ces? The Vedas declare, *No'’ I am a
spirit living in a bodv I am not the body
The body will die, but I shall not die.
Here am 1 in this body; it will fall, but
I shall go on living. I had also a past.
The soul was not created, for creation

P
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means a combination, which means a cer-
tain future dissciution 1f then the soul
was created, it must die. Some are born
happy, enjoy perfect health with beau-
tiful ‘body, mental vigour, and all wants
supplied. Others are born miserable; some
are without hands or feet; others again
are idiots, and only drag on a wretched
existence. Why, if they are all created,
why does a just and merciful God create
one happy and another unhappy. why
is He so partial? Nor wovld it mend
matters in the least to hold that those
who are miserable in this life will be happy
in a future one. Why should a man be
miserable even here in the reign of a just
and merciful God?

In the second place. the idea of a
creator God does not explain the anomaly,
but simply expresses the cruel fiat of an
all-powerful being Thrre must have been
causes, then, before his birth, to make
a man miserable or happy and those
were his past actions.

Are not all the tendencies of the mind
and the body ac.ounted for by inherited
aptitude? Here are two paralle]l lines of
existence one of the mind, the other of
matter: If matter and its transformations
answer for all that we have, there is no
necessity for supposing the existence of
a seul. But it cannot be proved that
thought has been evolved out of maiter

;‘and if a philosophical monism is inevi-
table, spiritual monism is certainly logica]
and no less desirable than a materialistic
monism, but' neithcr of these is necess-

~ary here.

We cannot deny that bodies acquire
certain tendencies from heredity, but those
tendencies ooly mean the physical canfig-
uration through which a peculiar mind

4lone can act in 4 peculiar way. There
are other tendencies peculiar to a soul
caused by his past actions: And a soul
with a certain tendency would, by the laws
of affinity, take birth in a body which is
the fittest instrument for the display of
that tendency. This is in accord with
science, for science wants to explain every-
thing by habit, and habit is got through
repetitions. So repetitions are necessary
to explain the natural habits of a new-
born soul. And since they were not obtai-
ned in this present life, they must have
come down from past lives.

There is another suggestion® Taking
all these for granted, howis it that I do
not remember anything of my past life?
This can be easily explained: I am | ow
speaking English. It is not my mother
tongue; in fact, no words of my mother
tongue are now present in my coasciou-
sness; but let me try to bring them up,
and they rush in. That shows that con-
sciousness is only the surface of the men- -
tal ocean, and within its depths are sto-
red up sll our experiences. Try aad stru-
ggle, they would come up, and you would
be conscious even of your past life-

This is direct and demonstrative eyi-
dence. Verification is the perfect proof of
a theory, and here is the challenge thrown
to the world by the Rishis. We have dis~-
covered the seciet by which the very dep-
ths of the ocean of memory can be sti-
rred up—try it and you would get a com-
plete reminmiscence of your past life.

( To be continued )i
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