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Communiqué — 9 August 2006
17 members of Action Contre la Faim assassinated in Muttur:
Action Contre la Faim has suspended its activities and requested
for an inquiry.
It is with horror that Action Contre la Faim has learned the death of 17 of its staff
in their Muttur base (Trincomalee district). The NGO has suspended its activitics
in the country for the time being. Theorganization is going lo carry.outan inquiry
on this massacre which questions once again the presenceand action of non
governmental organizations in conflict areas.

The town of Muttur had been the ground for heavy fighting between the Tamil
Tigers and the Sri Lankan army for over a week. The Action Contre la Faim team
of 17 members —which were bringing assistance to the displaced populations-
could not be evacuated since none of the parties to the conflict had allowed access
{0 the area by either sea or road. All communication had been cut with the team
since the morning of Friday 4th August. Contradictory information was being
spread and only onSunday 6th August did Action Contre la Faim get confirmation
of the death of some members of the :

teéam

After several attempts {o reach Muttur from Friday the 4th August despite the
ongoing fight an Action Contre la Faim team from Trincomalee finally managed
to enter Muttur on Monday 7th August. They confirmed the massacre that oceurred
in the*Action Contre la Faim Muttur compound : 15 of our colleagues were coldly
executed by a shot in the head. they were found lined up face to the ground,while
fwo others were shot trying Lo leave the office. They were wearing T-shirts that
allowed them to be clearly identified as employees of Action Contre la Faim.
Visibility of the Action Contre la Faim premises was obvious, with flags and
signs stating the name of the organization,

The Actian Contre la Faim Trincomalee team brought back the bodies of the
vietims to Trincomalee hospital late on the night of the 7th August. Post mortem
examination was duly conducted the 8th. The bodies were [inally handed over to
their families for a proper funeral,

The viclims are:

Ms. K. Kovarthani. aged 27 Ms. G Kavitha, aged 27
Ms, S.Romila, aged 25 Ms. V. Kokilavathani, aged 29
Mr. M Narmathan, aged 23 M. R Arulraj, aged 24
M. T. Pratheeban, aged 26 Mr. M. Rishikesan. aged 22
Mr. A, Jaseclan, aged 27 Mr. G. Sritharan, aged 36
Mr. S. Preemas Anandarajh, aged 32 Mr, Y. Kodeswaran, aged 30
Mr. M. Ketheeswaran, aged 36 Mr. S. Ganesu, aged 54
Mr, 1. Muralitharan, aged 33 Mr. S Koneswaran, aged 24
Mr. Abdul fatheep Mohamed Jawfar, aged 31

We sincerely sympathize with the suffering of the families and relatives of the
vietims and would liketo convey our deepest condolences.

Action Contre la Faim is deeply shocked and saddened, We demand full
investigation on thecircumstances of this outrageous act and prosccution of its
perpetrators

Action Contre la Faim has worked in Sri Lanka since 1996. In the Multur area
Action Contre la Faimwas helping more than 1000 families to improve hygiene
conditions and access to drinkable water, Thisemergency aid had been set up to
assist persons displaced following the interethnic tensions and theresuming of the
fighting last April and May. Other projects linked to the re-initiation of sgricultural
andother cconomic activities were being implemented to meet the needs of victims
of the 2004 Tsunami and of the previous conflicts.

For the moment Action Contre la Faim has suspended all its activities in Sri Lanka
(Jaffna, Batticaloa,Kalmunai. Trincomalec) and has declared one week of
mourning.

In the meantime the organization is reassessing its presence in the country.

The President of Action Contre la Faim Denis Metzger has declared:

“It is the first time that Action Contre la Faim has been attacked in this way in 27
vears of existence. [his massacre illusirates once again the difficulties faced by
humanitarian workers i conflict areas, The humanitarian values that Action Contre
1a Faim shows and stands for everywhere —neutrality.

impartiality, free access Lo victims, independence- have been completely
disregarded once again.Beyond horror, this act once again calls into question the
position and state of humanitarian aid as upheld by NGOs hike Action Contre la Faim.”
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