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Blessing from the Guru - Sri Muthu Sivarajah

Music is the gift of God, every
musician is therefore gifted. In this
way, Barathan Balayogan has
studied the art of Miruthangam in
six years to attain his Arangetram
today. To acquire proficiency in
this art, years of dedicated hard
work is required. Barathan prac-
tices the lessons which | have
taught him regularly. He takes an
intelligent approach in understand-
ing and applying the lessons
taught to various novel situations.
His capability in clearing any
doubts as they appear, finding the
solutions from me and his utmost
interest in the instrument have
made the teaching process a very
interesting one for me. | should
also mention that Barathan is also
an upcoming Veena artiste.

To reach this stage Barathan has had the backing and support of his parents and his
elder sister.

| sincerely wish Barathan to further learn the intricacies of the instrument. His interest in

music will always enable him to play to please himself and others. | pray to God and
to my Guru to grant Barathan every success in this art and wish him well for the future.

Mr. Muthu Sivarajah
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Mr & Mrs Balayogan 14 June 1997
166 Browning Road
Manor Park

London E12 6PB

Dear Mr & Mrs Balayogan,

The Trustees, Management Committee and all the devotees of The London
Sri Murugan Temple are with you today in having had the opportunity in
expressing their best wishes, appreciation and joy on the occasion of your
son, Selvan BARATHAN BALAYOGAN’S Mridangam Arangetram on
23rd August 1997. '

Mridangam, a percussion instrument is the chief accompaniment of Laya
Vadya of the Kamatic Music. It is the only instrument which produces
varieties of sounds. It is very difficult to acquire the knowledge of laya or
rthythm unless people undergo vigorous training under a Guru who has
divine grace.

It gives us great pleasure of knowing your son for the last 6 years since he
joined our temple school as a student. Over the last years, your son has
been expertly guided and taught by our able and eminent Guru Thiru
MUTHU SIVARAJAH. We are all proud to have him as our mridangam °
teacher in our temple.

Your son has been an inspiration to all the students of our temple and has
been a willing participant in not only in many temple programmes, but also
in music. It is not surprising to know that your son has really achieved his
great .ambition by his hard work, enthusiasm, determination and the
continued encouragement from your family members.

We pray Lord London Sri Murugan to shower HIS blessing on Selvan
BARATHAN BALAYOGAN for his grand success in his cultural and
academic efforts in life.

Yours sincerely,

Ari

S SAMPATHKUMAR
President
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24/03/97

Dear Barathan

It gives us great pleasure to congratulate you on this special occasion of your
Miruthanga arangaterm.

Your participation in many of our temple programmes has always shown
dedication to the pursuit of excellence. You have strived to fulfil your true
potential at all times whenever you were asked to take part in our temple
activities.

Barathan has learnt the miruthangam under the expert tutelage of Nathamani
Muthu Sivarajah. I am sure your performance today will be excellent and
talented. I hope you will continue to contribute towards enriching our
culture.

May the blessings of Sr Lakshmi Narayanar, Sri Sivalingam, Sri
Ganapathy, Sri Gayathiri and Sri Arupadai Murugan be always with you
for your success in your miruthanga arangaterm as well as your good health,
wealth and prosperity in future.

Kind Regards

The Board Of Trustees.
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THE PRIMARY HEALTH CARE CENTRE

(VILLAGE SURGERY - CROCKENHILL)
EYNESFORD ROAD, CROCKENHILL, KENT BR8 8JT
TELEPHONE: 0322 667447

Mr & Mrs Balayogan
166 Browning Road
London E12

Dear Mr & Mrs Balayogan,

I was delightd to be the Chief Guest on the occasion of the Mridanga Arangetram of
your son Barathan and I am eagerly looking forward to the event.

His brilliant teacher, Sr Muththu Sivarajah, popularly known as The Master, has
produced numerous young Mridangam players in London. To this scitillating number,
young Barathan adds as the flavour of his most devoted and outstanding student .

Mas. Barathan has been known to me over five years and watching his interest in
percussion, I recommended him to be taught the most enjoyable percussion instrument
-Mridangam. It was his great fortune to come under the tutelage of Sri Muthu
Sivarajah and I am extremely delighted to see him as a fully fledged percussionist. He
is also very conversant in the most revered Indian stringed instrument, Vina.

At this very young age of fourteen, Mas. Barathan shines extremely well in his School
having performed a student par excellence in Mathematics.

My wife and I look forward greatly to the pleasure to hearing Mas. Barathan’s debut
and we wish him the very best, in both academic and musical worlds.

20 August 1997
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7th June 1997

Dear Mr & Mrs Balayogan,

Barathan Balayogan has been my student from July 1993 learning
Veena. Barathan has an exceptional grasp of the finer points of the
music. He is punctual and methodical in his study. He gives no
problems to the teacher or to other students. He is an excellent
student in every way. This excellence, I am glad to say, is equally
matched by his performance in his music examinations. He scored

distinctions in all examinations.

I wish to state here that Barathan has played Miruthangam for the
London Veena Group on many occasions. Recently, at the Stratford
and East London Music Festival, he won a medal for his excellent

performance.

It gives me great pleasure to send my best wishes and
congratulations on his Miruthanga Arangetram on 23rd August
1997. 1 pray to Saraswathi, the goddess of Music and learning to
bless Barathan for his success as a great artiste.

I also have great pleasure in congratulating you for all the
encouragement given to Barathan to learn our traditional music and

promote our music and culture in this country.

Yours sincerely

Mrs. Arunthathy Srikantharajah

The group offers teaching & learning facilities of the Veena, ancient and cultural instrument of the

subcontinent. Also promotes orchestral performances, concerts and demonstrations.
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Gaana Bhooshanam Srimathy Ambika Thamotharam - Vocal

Smt. Ambika is a Karnatic Vocalist of International fame. She has performed extensively in many
countries. Ambika holds a 1st class teachers diploma in Vocal Music, and has served as a gov-
ernment music teacher and examiner in Sri Lanka for many years. She has also been a regular
radio and television artiste. She has had advanced training under Perumkulam O. S. Mani
Bagavathar and Sri. Kalyana Krishna Bagavathar in vocal music and Adyar K. Lakshmanan in
Nattuvangam. She is greatly sought as a singer to accompany Bharatha Natyam and
Miruthangam Arangetrams. She also teaches music in three Tamil schools in London.

Sangeetha Vidhwan Srimathy Gnanambikai Pathmasigamani -
VIOLIN

Srimathy Pathmasigamani has been an established and outstanding Violinist in Sri Lanka. She is
' a disciple of Prof. M. S. Anantharaman. She did her postgraduate courses in India and was
. awarded the 1st class gold medal in Madras. Since graduating in B. A, she has served as a lec-
@ turer in music at the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka. She has performed on
many stages and given recitals in radio and TV programmes in India and Sri Lanka. Currently,

she teaches violin at the South London and West London Tamil Schools.
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MORSING- Sri Kandiah Sithamparanalhun

Sri Sithamparanathan is a talented artiste on the Morsing and other Percussion instruments. He is
a disciple of Sri Muthu Sivarajah. He has also had tutelage under T. V. Gopalakrishnan and Sri
Karaikudi R Mani. Sri Sithamparanathan teaches Miruthangam in many Tamil schools and can

be seen performing in most concerts.

GHATAM- Sri Arunasalam Gananathan

Sri Gananathan is a falented percussionist specialising on the Ghatam. He is a disciple of
Sri Muthu Sivarajah. He performs regularly on stages in the UK. He is also a budding lawyer.

GANJIRA- Sri Siva Visakan

Sri Visakan is a Miruthangist who began learning the Miruthangam in Sri Lanka when he was
only 6 years old. He has performed for many wellknown musicians on Radio and stages in Sri
Lanka, India and Europe. He plays Table for various programmes and teaches in many Tamil
Schools in London.

TAMBURA- Selvi Peruntha Gopal

Selvi Peruntha is a Veena student of Srimathy Arunthathy Srikantharajah. Peruntha has played
with Barathan in many concerts of the London Veena Group. She is currently studying for her
GCSEs as well as her Grade 7 Veena exams.

Compere - Sri Wimal Sockanathan

Sri Wimal is an eminent lawyer by profession, a prolific writer and well-known broadcaster. He
is a regular columnist in several European newspapers and magazines. He is now seen as a
TV newsreader and produces TV programmes in the Tamil Oli — Europe’s Tamil television. He
has compered many events worldwide and is a man committed to spreading our culture and

y tradition worldwide.
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Welcome Speech
ITEM

1.Kamalakshi - Varnam

2.Guruvarulum Thiruvarulum

3.Aanantha Nadamaduvar

4.Eppadi Paadinaro
5.Ragam Thanam Pallavi
Neela Mayil Vaahana

6.Enna Thavam

7.Muruga Muruga

8.Nayinai Ampathi

9.Then Paadum Solai

10.Thillana

RAGAM
Kambhoji

Abogi
Poorvi Kalyani

Karnataka
Devagandhari

Simmendram-
adhyamam

Kapi
E.R-M

Saaveri
Behaag

Raagamalika

Hindolam

Vote of Thanks & Appreciation

11.Thirupugazh

12.Mangalam

Desh

Mathyamavathi

PROGRAMME

THALAM
Misra Jampai

Kanda Chapu

Rupakam

Aathi

- Kanda Jaathi

Thiruputa

Aathi

1,585

Misra Chapu
Aathi
Thisra Nadai
Aathi

Kanda Ekam

Kanda Chapu

Aathi
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COMPOSER
Kundrakudi Krishna lyer

Gowri Shankar Sthapathi

Neelakanta Sivan

Suddanandha Bharathi

Ambika Thamotharam

Papanasam Siva

O N

Periya Sami Thooran -

Yaazhpanam
Veeramani lyer

M. Kailasapillai

Thirugopuram Subbaiyer

Arunagirinathar




About the Guru - Sri Muthu Sivarajah

Sri Muthu Sivarajah is an accomplished musician in
the UK. He is a gifted percussionist and is profi-
cient in many instruments including the
Miruthangam, Moresing, Tabla and Ganijira.
Coming from the Holy City of Trincomalee, he
has studied the Miruthangam under the guid-
ance of Sri Ananda Prakash. He holds the
Teacher’s certificate in Miruthangam. He has
accompanied many well-known artistes and
performs not only in England but all over
Europe.

He is known as ' The Master’ and teaches
many students at the London Sri Murugan
Temple and The Walthamstow Tamil School. Sri
Muthu Sivarajah not only supports and encourages
his Miruthangam students but all students seeking his

guidance. He has presented many students for their !

Miruthangam Arangetrams and today he is presenting Barathan as

his 9th student. There is rarely a performance where Sri Muthu Sivarajah cannot be seen.

He is a man who never says ‘no’ to a performance.
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noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



BARATHAN SAYs....................O...l..........l

Words cannot express the gratitude for my
Guru Sri Muthu Sivarajah. He has taught me
this great instrument for six years, since
November 1991. At this time, | started going to
London Sri Murugan Temple for weekly lessons
under the tutelage of my Guru. | will be forever
grateful to my Guru for bringing me to this level
of achievement. He has given me many oppor-
tunities to perform, given me tremendous
encouragement and support and has dedicated
his time, in spite of his busy schedule to teach
me this divine art.

| have also had the privilege of being tutored
by Sri Karaikudi R. Mani during my visit to
Madras, India. | thank him sincerely and
remember the days of learning under him.

| am also in debt to my Veena teacher Smt.
Arunthathy Srikantharajah for giving me numer-
able opportunities to perform on stage with my
sister and other pupils of the London Veena
Group. | am also grateful for my sister’s hard
work and tolerance to make this Arangetram a
successful one. Her interest in music gave me
an inspiration to learn Veena and excel in both
the Veena and Miruthangam.

| have also had the good fortune to have
played Miruthangam and Veena in many tem-
ples of London, Music Festivals and in some
welfare organisations.

My parents have also given me a great deal of
commitment, encouragement, and dedication
and am forever grateful to them, however can-
not hope of ever repaying them.

Finally, | thank all of you present tonight and hope that the
Miruthangam will give pleasure to your ears.
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LOXFORD SCHOOL OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Loxford Lane, liford, Essex, 1G1 2UT
Telephone 0181 514 4666 Fax 0181 514 6257 Headteacher: Ms H. A. Farrow, BSc.

11th April 1997

TO MR AND MRS BALAYOGAN
BARATHAN BALAYOGAN 10F

Barathan has been an outstanding pupil at Loxford School of Science and Technology. His
attitude and behaviour does him and his family credit.

He is a very able student and has gained excellent results in his Key Stage 3 Mathematics for
which he was duly rewarded at the school prize giving.

| wish him well and hope he has a pleasant graduation ceremony.

Yours sincerely,

A. Smith
Head of Year 10

&=

TECHNOLOGY Afkimred 19 the CENTRE OF
COLLEGE Tos mnkinps ¢ finges Tru EXCELLENGE

London Borough of Redbridge
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LOXFORD SCHOOL OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Loxford Lane, Iiford, Essex, 1G1 2UT
Telephone 0181 514 4666 Fax 0181 514 6257 Headteacher: Ms H. A. Farrow, BSc.

20th March 1997
TO MR AND MRS BALAYOGAN

BARATHAN BALAYOGAN 10F

Barathan came to Loxford School of Science and Technology from a local junior school. During
which time he has made excellent academic progress in all aspects of the curriculum, culminating
in him obtaining very high grades in his Standard Attainment Test at the end of Year 9.

This success has not prevented him from making further improvement in all the subjects he is now
studying for his General Certificate of Education to be taken in 1998.

Barathan is expected to be one of the school’s high achievers continuing on to Sixth Form to study
A levels and then to university.

During the time Barathan has been at Loxford he has been a loyal and supportive member of the
year group and has proved himself to be an outstanding student within the school’'s community in

every respect.

May | take this opportunity of wishing Barathan a pleasant graduation ceremony.

H.A. FARROW
Headteacher
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Auburn University

Auburn University, Alabama 36849-5218

Dean of Education Telephone: (334) 844-4446
3084 Haley Center FAX: (334) 844-5785
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Mr S Balachandran
8, 11th Lane
Colombo - 00300
SRI LANKA

August 21, 1997

MESSAGE FROM PERIYAPPAH

It gives me great pleasure to send this message of felicitation on the occasion of Barathan's
Miruthanga Arangefram. As his Periyappah it is a great moment for us that | am physically present
in UK today to witness this arangetram.

Barathan has just successfully concluded the Keystage 3 (SATS) exams. Now we are witnessing his
debut as an exponent of miruthangam. My blessings and good wishes for his future success.

Loving Periyappah
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Miruthangam

The Miruthangam is a classical drum of Karnatic music. It is the foremost Tala Vadya
and is used in all types of concerts, inclusive of Vocal music, Instrumental music,
Dance, Kathakalakshepam and Bhajana. It is included in the celebrated Vadya
Trayam - Veena, Venu and Miruthangam. It is an indispensable accompaniment in
concerts of Karnatic music and has been made the National Drum of India.

It is considered as the Tala Vadya first used by Lord Brahma as a Tala accompani-
ment to the Rudra Thandava of Lord Siva. Lord Nanthi — the greatest exponent of this
art form also accompanied Lord Siva’s dance. It is also the instrument played by Lord
Ganapathy.

The word mridanga in Sanskrit means: mrt, “clay”, and ang, “body”. The shell was
originally made of clay and later came to be made of wood. The body of the
Miruthangam is scooped out of a single block of wood. Jackwood, Redwood or the
wood of the margosa tree is used for making the body. The jack tree grown in the
vicinity of temples is ideally suited for making the Miruthangam. This is because the
sound waves of the temple music and temple bells have their impact on the tree and
make the wood more responsive. The wood should be cut only during the waxing
period of the moon.

The right face, smaller than the left, is covered with three sheets of leather. These are
called Vettu Thattu, Kottu Thattu and Utkaraithattu. This side is tuneable and has a
permanent loading of soru, a hardened and polished mixture of rice glue and iron or
manganese powder. It is tuned to the tonic (the first degree of a scale i.e. Sa), the
soru acting fo dampen unwanted noise from the stretched skin and provide a fine
tone. For the left face, or toppi, two sheets of buffalo leather and one sheet of she
goat leather all of ten inches diameter are used.

At the commencement of a concert, a paste of semolina is temporarily fixed on the
centre of the left head and this paste is scraped off at the end of the concert. The
quantity of this paste is so adjusted that the note given by the left head is exactly one
octave below the note given by the right head. This temporary loading provides reso-
nance and a rich, bass sound.

The Miruthangam is a versatile instrument used predominantly as accompanying per-
cussion in recitals of Karnatic classical music, during which a short solo (Thani
Aavarthanam) is usually included.
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 Parts of the Miruthangam

Leather strips
Toppi Plate
Rings

The wooden part
Leather ring

6. Chapu Tol

7. Mittu Tol

8. Black Paste (Soru)
9. Wooden piece

S SR

2 & 3. Idantalai
5,6,7 & 8. Valantalai

Arangetram

The word Arangetram can be split into two words: Arangu — meaning stage and Etram
— meaning attaining. Put together, it means attaining the level of performing on stage.
The teacher or Guru, Sri Muthu Sivarajah who has taught Barathan the art of the
Miruthangam, conducts the Arangetram. Barathan and all the other accompanying
artistes will accompany the main performer — the vocalist in this case.

Although the Arangetram is an important event, it is merely a formality. The artiste will
have normally performed many times on stage beforehand. He will continue to play,
learn, and teach others to further improve his talent in years to come.
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We wish to sincerely thank:

The London Sri Murugan Temple Management and Trustees
Guru, Sri Muthu Sivarajah
Chief Guest, Dr P Ambikapathy

Guest Speakers Mrs Arunthathy Srikantharajah, Mr K Karthigesu
All the accompanying artistes and the compere
The Staff of Loxford High School
All those who were responsible for lighting, sound, video and photography

All our relatives and friends who helped with catering, stage,
hall decoration and backstage assistance.

Printers of both the invitation card and souvenir

Staff of the Waltham Forest Theatre

All our Family and Friends, especially those who sent messages and have
flown from abroad for this event.

All the audience for honouring us by your presence here tonight
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