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DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
OF THE CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA

~ Onthe 27" of September 1947 fourteen dioceses of the
Christian Churches in Tamilnadu, Kerala. AndraPradesh.
Karnataka and Jaffna (Sri Larka) decided to form the
Chureh of South India™ and this event took place at St.
George's Cathedral, Chennai. Late Rev. Dr. Sabapathyy
| Kulendiram. a reputed Tamil Scholar was a prime — mover
of this Union and he was its proud founder — member.
' Subsequently this Union of Churches brought about
admirable growth and expansion in its clergy and the Churches® Membership.

In recent times the Church had to face bad times as result of the Ethnic
Conflict in the country and consequent exodus of its illustrious members, *
clergy as well as laity, leaving for shores of other countries. This has
contributed towards depletion of its members. This is true of other
denominations also.

On the 60" anniversary of this memorable Union the Catholic Clergy
along with the Bishop and the faithful of Jalfna while congratulating the
clergy and the faithful of this Union, invoke God's special blessing on the
Church of South India in Jaffna, It was the noble and undying desire of Our
Lord Jesus Christ “that all may be one” inspired the leaders of this Union:
may this noble spirit continug to protect from all human tendencies of
divisions and dissentions and continue to spur its members towards a better
and stronger communion among the clergy and the faithful of this Union.

' Rt. Revd. Dr. Thomas Savundaranayagam
; Bishop of Jaffna.
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Greetings from Rev. S.K. Kadirgamar

Itis indeed a privilege for me to submit this message on
the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of the
church of south India (Jaffna diocese)

Sixty years is a long period in the history of institutions
and churches. Therefore you have every right to celebrate
il this Anniversary.

In September 1947 branches of church which had kept
apart as a matter of conscience had come together as a matter
_ of conscience. The fundamental significance of the event of
1947 lay in the fact that for the first time since the days of the Apostles the
church was able to put into effect deliberately as a matter of conscience and
as an act of inescapable religious obligation a long lost and almost forgotten
in sight in to something that belongs to its very essence.

Therefore what you are celebrating today is not merely that C.5.1 was
born 60 years ago but that by the mercy of God it has lived as a church for
60 years.

The inauguration of C.8.1 isunique event because the W.C.C is repeatedly
compelled to give an assurance that it has no intention of acting asa united
church.

What the birth ang exjstence of the C,S.1 have taught the Ecumenical
world is that it need no longer despair in the face of Schism,

It has therefore brought a new hope, a new confidence and a profound
change of out look into the Christian world. .

I like to remind the Diocese. the fore — fathers who had made greal
sacrifices in the process of the inauguration of the C.5.1. One of them was
Bishop Hollis the first moderator of the church of south India. It was Bishop
Hollis courageous decision to sacrifice the privileges of continuing links
with the USPG which made the inauguration of the church of South India
possible. You will recall that at the time of the inauguration of the church of
South India, the church of England decided not to be in communion with
the C.8.1. The constitution of the USPG had made being in communion
with the church of England a condition for any church of receive support
from USPG. Knowing that by becoming a Bishop of the church of South
India he would loose the support of USPG. He chose to be satisfied with
what ever'the C.S.I was able to provide for him. He emphasized the servant
image of Jesus Christ and took deliberate steps to do away with the traditional
Anglican practices.

T wish and look forward from your experienced Ecumenical life and
practice, a great contribution to Jaffna Christian Union ‘

Please accept our heartiest congratulations on the wonderful
achievements in the past. New challenges are around us as we look forward
with great enthusiasm to the establishment of a culture of Peace among our
people in the country especially in the North, We need to identify the
associated opportunities for meaningful mission in a conflict period. [ts our
hope that the Diocese will conlinue to exercise leadership in such mission,
Please be assured of our prayers and solidarity in mission.

Shalom and every blessing E

Rev. S.K. Kadirgamar
President Jaffna Christian
Union
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We extend our
wholehearted Support

to Our Bishop
Rt.Rew.
Dr.Daniel
S.Thiagarajah

Message from th
Acting Vice-Chancellor, Unive
It is indeed a great pleasureto write this
published on the occasion pfthe 60" annivers
the Churely of South India in October 2007.
The Church of south India was establish
Jaffna Diacese is one of the fourteen found
historic day, 1 understand that the CSI nov
through its twenty two dioceses with fifieen
three thousand clergy spread over in the four§
Andhira Pradesh and Karnataka and Jailin,
of the Church of South India in Jaffna and its contributions t
are well known and very much appreciated. The CS1 continu
activities until the school were nationalized in Sri Lanka in 196
a few big schools as private schools, they have turned their at
Day Carc Centres, Vocational Training Centres and Orphane
Their services to the affected people of the war-torn North an
I rejoice in sending my warmest greetings to the Bishop a
Church of South India as they celebrate the Diamond Jubilee
endeavors.

Office af the Vice-Chancellor,
University of Jaffna.

Message from the Principal
of Chundikuli Girls’ College....

I have great pleasure in forwarding my greetings to the
souvenir to be released to mark the diamond jubilee
celebrations of the Church of South India — Jaffna diocese.

The mission of a church is to funetion as evangelists and
spread the good news about Jesus Christ, our saviour all over
{ the world.

‘Go ye into the world and preach the gospel to every
creature (Mark 16:15) :

When our Lord God walked this earth he healed the sick fed the hungry
and preached to those who were in thirst for the word of the almighty. We
too are called upon to follow in his footsteps in whatever spherg of life we
are in. 3

We thank God for the pioneers of the Church of South India. who laboured
hard to provide spirituality and service to the people of + Sri Lanka.

May God’s love and blessings be with your church as may its service in
the vineyard of God flourish beyond all bounds.

Mrs.D. Thuseetharan,

A Principal.
Chundikuli Girls' C fh"lfé&g
Jaff

Greetings from
the Principal of Drieberg College

Mr.K. Arunthavabalan
I have greal pleasure in sending a message to the Souvenir
to mark the 60™ anniversary celebrations of the Jafina Diocese
{ of the Church of South India:
Anyone who knows the history of Christian Missions in
Sri Lanka knows the American Ceylon Mission and its service
in the field of education in Jaftna.
The Ceylon American Mission and its successor the Jattna
Diocese of the Church of South India never gave up their plans if it was uscful
to the society, When we think of the history of our College we could see this,
The seeds for this school was sown in the early part of the 19" century
unfortunately there were many obstacles in the initial stage and as a resull the
school started to run smoothly on its track only in the latter part of the century.
This shows the determination and cool headed planning of the church in facing
unforeseen circumstances.

The laffna diocese of CSI excels in many other fields. too. Their
contribution is not limited to the spiritual uplifiment of human beings but it
spreads far and wide to improve physical well being of society. Whether it is
technical etfucation. farming or information technology we ean see institutions
put up and run by the church.

Being one of the past pupils of this schieol | cherish the memory of how |
was nurtured and taught by my alma mater that is a gift of the American Mission
and has been continuously supported by the Jalfna diocese of the Church of
South India.

[ wish the anniversary celebrations he successful on behalf of the School
Society.

; ) K. Arunthavabalan
tized by Noolaham Foundatidfens). M.Ed, PGDE, PGDEM.
laham.org | aavanaham.org Principal.

GREETINGS TO CHURCHO
Prof. Dr. A. Sa

: T am glad to know that the Jaftna Diocese

Church of South India at Vaddukoddai, I a
greetings to the proposed souvenir to be rele
India became familiar'to me only when Man
Department of Jaffna College on the 1* Septem
in Kandy: Since then [ am privileged to be |
Diocese of the CS1. 1 will never forget Ri. Re
old young Lectureral the College. One day Bis
House and wanted me to go through his book
young o go through his well written book, | confessed. H
several occasions to be with Rt. Rev. Bishop Ambalavanar.
Bishop Kulandran, I admired the spiritual majestic form of Bis}
of studying with Rt, Rev, Dr. Bishop Jebanesan at the Univer
Bishop Daniel Thiagarajah was a Doctoral candidate when |-
Faculty at University of Jaffna. and | was very pleased to attel
of Degree to him. 3

I learnt that Jaffna Diocese was reluctant to join the Chur
to read the following from an essay written by Bishop Victor

“There was a doubt s to whether the Church in Jaffiia she
or wait for the Church unian in Sri Lanka, which was under :
But the Jaftna church decided to join the united chureh which
the union was accomplished in Sri Lanka at some future date.
would join the Church of South India in 1947, but would fat
plage™ -

After Stating this. Bishop Premsagar praises the zeal a
people for the unity of the church.

This united chureh has contributed enormously te the spiril
and the educational and cultural development of the people o
and best wishes to the Church of South India (Jalina Diocese
take this opportunity to wish His Lordship, the Rt. Rev. Dr D
years to serve the people of Jaffna Diocese materially and spi

Director/ |
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lessage from the.
ancellor, University of Jaffna
rleasure to write this message ol greetings to the Souven|r to be

onof the 60" anniversary celebrations of the Jaltha Diocese of

dia in October 2007,

th India was established in September 1947 in Chennai. The
of the fourteen founding dioceses that came together on that
and that the CSI now serves more than four million people
dioceses with fifteen thousand congregations and more than

read over in the four South Indian States of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, |

arnataka and Jaffith. The American Mission is the forerunner
nd its contributions to the educational development of JalTha
ted. The CSI continued these educational and developmental
ed in Sri Lanka in 1960. Since then, while owning and running
y have turned their attention more en social service. Running
Centres and Orphanages are their main activities at present.,
he war-torn North and East Sri Lanka are commendable.

2tings to the Bishop and members of the JalTha Diocese of the
the Diamond lubilee and wish them success in all their future

Prof.R. Kumaravadivel
Acting Vice-Chaneellor

CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA
Prof. Dr. A. Sanmugadas

at the Jalfna Diocese is celebrating the 60" anniversary of the
at Vaddukoddai. | am extremely happy to send this note of
d souvenir to be released on that occasion. Chureh of South
o me only when Manonmany and 1 joined the Undergraduate
llege on the 1% September 1965 just two days after our marriage
am privileged to be familiar with four Bishops of the JafTha
[l never forget Ri. Rev. Bishop Kulandran. 1 was just 25 years
College. One day Bishop Kulandran called me to his Bishop's
20 I]lmugh his book on the History of Tamil Bible. I was too
wk. | confessed: He accepted it with a broad smile. | had
dishop Ambalavanar, While [ appreciated the simplicity of
majestic form of Bishop Ambalavanar. | had the rare prjvilege
vanesan al the University ol Ceylon, Peradeniya. R(Rev. Dr.
-al candidate when 1 was the Dean of the Faculty of Graduate
s very pleased to attend to all formalities relating to the award

ctant to join the Church of South India 1947, It is interesting
ten by Bishop Victar Premsagar;

- Chur®h in Jaffia should join the church union in South India
a. which was under serious consideration at about that time.
united church which was already taking place and not wait till
at some future date. However, all agreed that Jatfna Diocese
1947, but would later join the Sri Lanka union when it took
rpraises the zeal and the enthusiasm shown by the Jaffia
ormously to the spiritual development of the Jaffna Christians
ment of the people of JafTna. 1 extend my warmest greetings
ndia (Jaffna Diocese) on its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. |
ip, the Rt. Rev. Dr Daniel S. Thiagarajah to have many more
se materially and spiritually.

Prof. Dr. A. Sanmugadas

Emeritus Professor

Director/ Media Resources & Training Centre
' University of Jaffna.
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Greeting Message from the Government Agent
I am extremely happy that the Church of South India.
Jaffna district is puh[mhmg a Magazine Al the completion of
| its 60 vears long carcer.
i The Church of South India has been established on 27%
September. 1947 at St. George Church in Chennai and renders
its sacred services to nearly 4 million people through 22
Seminaries and expands its Yeoman service 1o the sectors such
as Education and Health, furthermore establishing schools
carrying orphans hospitably in children’s homes and offering
Scholarships (o students Sans differences are zoom of its important teams,
Expansion of its service to Tamil Nadu, Andra Pradesh and Karnartic in
India and in Jaffha clearly shows its nobleness. It is remembered that the
Church of South Imddjumx hand and supporting the Tsinami affected pu\plc
My heartfull wishe® on this Diamond Jubilee for the continuity of its
Yeoman Service.
: G. Ganesh
Government Agent / District Secretary,
Jaffna District.

Greetings from

Revd. Dr. Justin B. Gnanapragasam

It is with great pleasure that I send this message of warm
greetings to the Church of South India, Jaffna Diocese, on the
occasion of the 60" anniversary celebrations of the Diocese.
The Christian missienaries working in India found that
the divisions among them were a scandal and it hindered their
missionary activities: In response to the call of Christ. “that
they all may be one”, the first union among the churches was
born on the 27% of September 1947 in Chennai and Jaffna
Diocese was one of its founding members, The Jalffha Diocese

of the Church of South India has been a tower of strength to the people during =

the time of civil war that has lasted over 20 years. The Bishops and the priests
were with the people in their sufferings and were a greal source ol comfort.
With their efforts to eradicate poverty among the poorest of the poor, the
Jaffna Diocese of the CSI has borne witness to Christ’s love among our Hindu
brothers and sisters as well. The two big educational institutions. the Jaffna
College and the Uduvil Girls” College, stand as a monument to the colossal
contribution Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India has given to the
Jatfna Community,

ILis my wish that God’s blessings continue to be with the Jaffna Diocese
of the CSI and that their ministry the Word of God bear much fruit. May the
Hely Spirit guide and direct all their activities.

Revd. Dr. Justin B. Gnanapragasam
2 Rector - 1. Patrick’s College, Jaffna.

A Message from the Archdeacon of Jaffna

Gireetings in the name ol our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ

In 1947, when India beeame the first country in South
Asta tooreeeive her independence from: colonial rule, the
churches of the Anglican Communion in South Asia belonoed
to the Province of India. Pakistan. Burma and Ceylon. A
month after Indian independence. the United Church of South |
India was born in September 1947, 1L was the colmination of
nearly thirty years of negotiations between the churches
belonging to the Anglican, Methodist. Congregational, Presbyierian and
Reformed traditions. This first Church. Uniun in South Asia was a welcome
development although the Anglican Province of India, Pakistan. Burma and
Ceylon was losing an Anglican identity in South Indiz. Since that historic|
landmark date in the ecumenical movement, the churches in North India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh have also entered into corporate union. The world-
wide Anglican Communion is in {ull communion with all these Churches and
the Bishops of those Churches. Some Churches in Sri Lanka also. including the
JDCS] and the Anglican Church have also been in negotiation towards an
United Church for a period of over [ilty years, and we hope that this movement
will bear fruit soon.

The sistieth anniversary of the Church of South India is therefore a significant
for all of us who believe m ecumenism. It is our hope thal the inspiration of the
founding fathers of the Church of Scarth India will encourage our churches in hoth
India and Sri Lanka to be catalysts of dialogue and unity in div ersity.

I'he Jattha Diocese was one of the founder Dioceses of the ‘Chureh of South
India. It is our prayer that the Jaffna Diocese will Continug in the vpars 1ocome 10
uphold and offer the principles on which e Church of South Indma was built -
combining episcopacy with svnodical government and holding steadfastly to our
faith and practice based on scripture, Itis on these same shardd principles that the
Anglican Communion has been and continues (o journcy with the Church of South

India in furthering the unity. witness and mission of ithe.chureh m God’s world.
With my greeting of Peace’and Blessing.
Yen P Nesakumar i
Greetings from the Prmc:pai of l‘]i i}aﬁqgeﬂmm :

° Noel A. Vimalendran

The Jaltna Diocese of the Church of South ndia celebrutes
its 60™ Anniversary on the 13" of October 2007 This was founded
1n great faith by our first Bishop The Rt Rev. Dr. §. Kulendran,
and it has grown despite of all turmoil. war and challenges, We.
the Jatfna College community extend our best wishes 1o the hands
g whichsustain the name J.D.C 8.1 with all cograge und devotion.
q 1 should say that 11°s no human source but’'God’s grace which:is |
upholding the J.D.C.S. 1. Let us all work together and be |
~ aceountable to God and not to human beings. Jesus Christ wants
us to be i a missien of labour, labounng unto the needs of fellow homan beings

I would like w address the present situation at this juncture. We may have
differences of opinion. but we should all understand and realize that we donot have
any difterences in our helief, Therefore. [ carnestly urge the members of the J.D.C 8.1
to instll inall that we are serving our Master. On this day of the celebration lef us all
commit ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ and wait for his grace and gmidance, Let
us also foresee the vision Bishop Kulenidran had in 1947 Leaders may come and
leaders miy go. but God. our Lord Jesus Christ is the judge, and our Saviour will
definitely reign. Let us have a glorious union under the bantierof J'D.C.S.1 with all |
areat traditions,

Jaltna College though it has a sepacate entity, it gave all bis men (o sérve in the
existence of LDUCS.L ['s my fervent hope that Jatfha College will continue 1o
extend the services without loosing ils identity

Let us remind ourselves thal this is an oceasion for all ofus 1o commit to-a fuller
and deeper Christian Life, and bear witness to Christ in solidarity. May the coming
years be a lime of achievements and dedication, n time to gain new hope and
mspiration for the future working with unity, peace and reconciliation. which we
believe are the channels of God's manifestation of love. i

Wishing vou-all success in the future endeavours of the Diocese in serving the
poor, the reedy and the neglected people in this bload-soaked land,

With our prayers and blessings for the anniversary celebrations.

Prinipal
Jaffna College,
: Vaddukoddai.
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Medecins Sans Frontieres
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8 . MSF is an International
m independent humanitarian
2 FONTE medical aid agency com-
mitted two objectives: providing medical
aid wherever needed, regardless of race.
religion, politics or sex and raising awar-
eness of the plight of the people we help.
~ VACANCY
POSITION: Medical Translator
(Female)

We are looking a skilled. energetic
and dynamic person to suit the above
position to our office in Point Pedro. The

Translator will work with the medical
team in the project of hospitals.

Skills required:

* Excellent communication skill in
English.

* Good interpersonal skill.

* Previous working experience in Medi-
cal activities would be an advantageous.
Please forward your CV along with con-
tact phone numbers to the following add-

=

ress on or before 20th October 2007.
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Diploma in Hardware Engineering

% Asscoibling % Upgrading 4 Troubleshooting ¢ Fault Finding 4+ Repairing
% Servicing ¥ Software [nstallation 4 Configuring ¢ Networking Etc..

Course Fee '2000::-4

Diploma in Computerized Accounting
ACCPAC + Quick Books Premier + MYOB .y @uw (peirarent
Accounting Software sehgr_ ns sPEs LG,

Course Fee 3500/= *
Diploma in Video Mixin
& Introduction to Computer € Operating SvatemiWin NP3 @ Intenier &
¢ Adabe Photoshop € Adobe Premicr @ Cool3D Sudio @ Pinnacle St

® VED Cutter, Course Fee :3000/=
Diploma in Graphic Designing
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