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INTRODUCTION

Puthukovil (as Kirupakara Sivasubramaniya Swami Kovil is
called), despite its name, is over 180 years old. According to the author
- the temple was founded in about 1830. The origin and its development
are buried in the lore of the temple and no records are available. The
author has made a great effort to gather the information regarding its
history and has completed the onerous task of compiling it. He has in
addition described the rites and rituals associated with the various
deities, their meaning and significance.

The people of Kokuvil central had been worshipping at Nallur
Kandasamy temple and more regularly at Murugamoorthy temple in
the vicinity at Kaddupulam, Kokuvil, about both of which there is a
short account. While some of the people were participating at the pooja
at the Murugamoorthy temple one day they had felt slighted as a result
of not receiving proper attention from the officiating priest. They
realized the necessity to have a temple at the centre of Kokuvil for their
own worship and initiated the establishment of the temple which
thereupon came to be known as Puthukovil (new temple)

The logo of the temple is appropriate to murugan. The structure
of a temple is based on the human body with various sections
corresponding to its organs. The book describes the various aspects of
the construetion of the temple. and explains their significance.

Although Lord Murugan is the presiding deity, there are shrines
for the other deities as well at the temple. Subramaniayar appeared as
six sparks from Lord Siva’s eyes. The Thejas of Siva were borne by~
Vayu to the Saravana pond where the six sparks were nursed by
Karthikai mothers till Siva - Sakthi, Parvathi made the six sparks into
one form known as Karthegeya. The name Kirupakara Siva Subramaniar
consists of Siva, Uma and Skanda who is worshipped as Gnanashakthi
(the embodiment of knowledge). Uma - connotes benediction
(o1®Lesd). The term Murugan in derived from Murugu (o)
meaning youth, beauty and fragrance. His mount or vahanam is the
peacock, the most beautiful of all birds. His flag carries the emblem of
the cock - the harbinger of dawn - thus signifying youthfulness.
Subramaniya is depicted as a youth even in his pose of renunciation as
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" Palaniyandi or Thandayuthapani. His consort Valliamma represents the
feeling or affection of the mind Ichchasakthi (@&sr#&s)) and
Theivayanai as Kriya shakthi (flflwred ) represents willing or
conation aspect of the mind: The spear in the hands of Subramaniar is
described as Gnana Sakthi (gyrengsd)) and it represents the cognitive
aspect of the mind. This anthropomorphic form not only symbolises the
ultimate Reality but also indicates the path to be taken by the seekers to
attain Reality.

Vinayagar was created by the union of the smiles that
emanated from the faces of Eswaran and Ambal. His human torso up
to the neck represents the Jeevathma and the elephant head represents
the Paramathma and thus his form depicts the union of Jeevan and
Brahman. The monthly Sathurthi festival is associated with Vinayagar
and Aavani (August) Sathurthi is the most important one when Vinayagar
incarnated and became. Head of the heavenly beings.

Thedchanamorthy is another deity which is an incarnation of
Siva and is enshrined in the outer wall of the main shrine. The
Thedchanamoorthy form (form of Siva facing south) signifies the universal
Lord, the very substance behind the cosmic play, the very entity that
has created the cosmic activity, passively watching the manifested world
with serene composure. His chinmudra (right hand) pose gives the
meSsage that when the man becomes Divine the individual becomes
universal jeeva (Shiva) and Jeevathma becomes Paramathma. The
shanta mudra (left hand) is established in effable peace and the banian
tree represents the universe.

Nadarajah with Sivakami Amman was installed in May 2002 in
the North - West of the temple adjoining the Wasantha mandapam as a
contribution from Ambikapathy Karunahkaran family. The footnote in
English on page 126 explains in detail the significance of the various
aspects of this cosmic dancer.

The shrine for Venugopalar was built as a contribution from
Ratnapragasam family and the statue consecrated along with the other
deities at the Maha Kumbabisheham of March 1966. The Venugopalar
statue is a tribanga moorthy (inclined with head, trunk and limbs on
different axis) The venu or the flute that he plays emanates Sattvaguna.

-vi=-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



The statue is a fully manifested moorthy depicting melodious sattvaguna
and shanthi leading the devotee to hathayoga. The flute gives the
trancendental vibration. Krishna fills up the holes of his flute of mere
bamboo with the nectar emanating from his lips. The Vaikuntha Ekathesi
1s celebrated as a festival every year.

The shrine for Mahalakshmi, consort of Vishnu, was a later
addition as a conbibution from Murugadas family and the consecration
took place in 1998 Kumbabishekam. Mahalakshmi as an aspect of Thevy
is worshipped during the second three days of Navarathri. The footnote
in English on page 122 explains its significance.

The emblem by which Vairavar is identified and worshipped is
that of Siva’s trident or trishul which signifies the power of Siva to
destroy the triple negative forces of the body, mind and spirit operating
in man. The three prongs of the trident stand for three gunas (satva,
rajas and tamas). A mixture of these thought textures determines the
different individual personalites. When the gunas are eliminated one
loses ones individuality and merges with the all - pervading Reality. In
the early days at Puthukovil a trident was installed and worshipped as
Vairavar who is referred to as an aspect of Siva. a particular
manifestation. In 1939, as a contribution from A. Kuddithamby, a
Vairavar statue was installed and consecrated in a separate shrine. The
statue visibly displayed an angry posture with an ugra (fierce) face.
This statue was destroyed by some vandals and Kuddithamby replaced
it with a new statue with a shantha pose in 194 1. Vairavar is also known
as Sethirapalar and is worshipped as a guardian deity. The eight
different forms of this deity are also mentioned in the book.

Chandeswara is an apotheosized devotee of Siva. The worship
of Siva is not complete until the final homage is paid to this saint. Siva
manifested himself and presented him with a garland of Cassia from his
crown (which the devotee holds in profound reverence between his
palms). Shiva appointed him chief of his hosts. This shrine was a
contribution in 1986 by V.A.Selvaratnam and the author.

The ground plan of the temple appears on page 144 showing
the positions of the various shrines.

Daily poojas are conducted by an ofﬁéiating priest four times a
day and offerings are made during the noon pooja. All important religious
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occasions are celebrated at the temple. Description of the various
festivals and their significance are dealt with in Chapter 5. Thaipoosam,
Mahasivarathri, Navarathri, Kanthasasti, Soorasangaram and
Thiruvembavai are some of these important festivals.

- The Mohotsavam is celebrated on 10 days in the month of May
/ June every year. The festivals start with hoisting of the flag
(@QameGuimmid) and on the eighth night Saparam festival is conducted,
followed by the Chariot festival (@si) on the ninth day and (Theertham)
the water cutting ceremony. On the tenth day Poonkavanam is the
concluding ceremony when Murugan is said to wed Valli Amman and
the occasion is marked by musical and dancing performances.

In Chapter 10, the author has described the various rites and
rituals and their meanings and the benefits they conter, The arduous
nature of the author’s efforts is evident from the valuable information
contained in the book regarding the persons (some of whose
photographs are included in the book), who had contributed towards the
development of the temple. '

The author has displayed a profound knowledge of the symbolism of
Hindu Gods and rituals. This book will be of interest not only to worshippers at
the Puthukovil but also to all religious people who wish to learn about idol
worship in Hindusim.

S. Sinnathamby Bsc Cylon.
# 63/261, Vystwyke Road, Attorney at Law.
Matakuliya,
Colombo - 15

Hindu symbolism expresses the Pancha Kritiyam, Lord Shiva’s Five Activities, in two popular ways:
In the Dance of Shiva, and in temple “Utsavam™ Pancha Kritiyams consist of :- Shrishti (overlooking,
creation, evolution); Sthiti (preservation, support); Samhara (destruction, evolution); Tirobhava
(veiling, embediment, illusion, and also giving rest); and Anugraha (release, salvation, grace). These,
separately considered, are the activities of the deities Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra, Maheswara and Sadashiva.
Temple festivals, whether they be of ten day’s duration or more, are conceptualised in such a way as to
conform to this pattern of cosmic activity, The rites associated with the i naugural flag - hoisting
ceremony (Kodiettam) represent the act of creation. The successive festivals where the deities duly
decorated are taken in procession on mounts (Vahanams) symbolise preservation and support. The
chariot festival represents the third cosmic activity - destruction and evolution, followed by the “Mouna
Utsavam” showing veiling, illusion and rest. The final act of release, salvation and grace, that of
Anugraham comes with the water - cutting ceremony or “Theertham™
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“Hindusim was negleted if not badly treated during almost half a millenium of Western
rule in Ceylon In 1711 (6th June) a law was enacted by the Dutch government prohibiting

the Hindu ceremonies under scverc penalties.” - John Martyn - 1923 in Jaflna Notes.
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Dutch Thombo was the Official Record Dutch clergymen looked after education, in
elementary schools which, had the Thombo - Holder as the teacher. In collegiate school
as seminaries
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* Adiyamans This is the name given in the Asoka inscriptions to “Southern neighbours™.

* Among those who were brought to Jaffna were some from the North of Thondainadu.
The place they settled down assumed the name of Vadamarachi meening cccupied by the
northeners. That region where Vallithevan was the chief settler became nown as
Vallipuram. They were Telugu people and were Vaishnavites. So 2 temple for the worship
of Shri Vishnu got built at Vallipuram - Jaffna History A Moorthathambipillai
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A Shrinc that houses an icon of God is a sacred place which should not be profancd or
vandalised. The Trancendental reality that forms the core of a religion (Hinduism) cannot
be converted except trivially, into the physical reality of an icon. While the Truth functions
‘as a strong moral and spiritual force that can energise socisty, icons can only stimulate
emotions that add superficial intensity to belief, which is ultimately supported by
intellectual assent. Permanence of faith in God heroically faces the impermanence of the
transitory world.
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Arumuga Navalar imparted a sound knowledge of Saivasism through the schools he estab-
lished. The other field of his activity had been the organisation of Saiva temples, As his
enterprises needed money, he introduced “Pidi Arisi” (fist - full of rice) system as the mode
of collection of funds The system aimed at some affordable contribution from as many people
as possible towards a stipulated common cause
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The Moon is the presiding deity of the mind. A close affinity exists between the manas and
the moon. Both are subject to decline and progress. The waning of the moon is the symbol
for the waning of the mind. The mind has to be controlled, reduced and finally destroyed,
All Sadhana is directed towards, this end. Manohara, the mind has to be killed so that maya
can be rent asunder and the reality revealed. Every day during the dark half of the month,
the moon and the manas wane and a fraction is diminished. Finally on the fourteenth night,
the Chathurdasi, just a wee bit is left. With extra effort by the Sathaka. even that bit can be
wiped off and Mano Nigraha (death of the mind) is completed. The Chathurdasi of the dark
half is called Sivarathiri. That night should be spent in Japa aud Dhyana meditation of Siva
without any other thought either of food or sleep.
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sFTeTwsHo pops afur® (Symiaudaso)
“SKANDA - KATARAGAMA GOD”

“At Kataragama there is no figure of the God. He is not
worshipped there in any image or form. A veil or curtain, never raised,
seperates the worshippers from the holy of holies, where there is only a
casket containing a yantra or mystic diagram engraved on a golden tablet
in which Divine power and grace are believed to reside. It is this casket
which is carried in procession on the back of an Elephant during festival.
Kalyanagiri, a dovotee from North India, came to Kataragama and
performed, for twelve years, severe penances and austerities and
experienced a vision of the God and his consort Valli. He settled down at
Kataragama where he engraved the mystic diagram (yantra) and enshrined
it there for worship, in a building constructed or restored with the help of
the ruling king of Ceylon. When the sage quitted his earthly body, he is
believed to have changed into a pearl image (Muthulingam) and is stil
worshipped in an adjoining shrine under that name (Muthulinga Swami)

Kalyanagiri’s pupil and successor was Jayasingiri Swami who
received Governor Brownrigg at Kataragama. Kalyanagiri was the first
priest of the temple. Kalyanagiri was reputed to be a much greater yogi as
also his successor Jayasingiri. Pratice of Yoga is known to be favourable
to health and long life. Kalyanagiri belonged to the time of Rajasinge II
who administered the kingdom for his father Senerat before 1634. The
Sinhalese Kapuralas were active participators of the 1818 rebellion which
was suppressed with severity by General Brownrigg’s (Governor and
Comander in chief) military operations in the Uva province. The custody
of the principal temple was taken from Kappuralas and delivered to the
Hindu monks and a military guard was left to protect them. When the
guard was removed sometime later, the Kappuralas resumed forcible
possession of the temple. Hindu monks continued to be in charge of the
Teyvayanai Amman temple and monastery (next to the principal shrine)
belonging to the Hindu foundation. This institution belongs to a section of
the Dasanami order of monks founded by the great Sankaracharya of
Siringeri Madam (Mysore)

Sir Ponnampalam Arunachalam
Year 1923

(extract from the worship of Muruga or Skanda)
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Lakshmi represents the Luxuriance of the world, the Lord’s glory. She sits near the
feet, the Avidya - Pada, the sphere of ignorance, which is the mother of creation of the
world. Vishnus two sakthis arc Bhumi and Lakshmi.They represent sattwa and rayas gunas.

- 122 -

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



emal &. SlibTsmug uesh

@ou 199620 DyeNgedBHSI 2006410
opemi 3 euemy umumeven  Fenuwl et
Gumpstmenyral  usslwrHms CaralsaidbsE
Qump OsTemiLmpolustenmi. GBTLABSI
USSIIHLETEW  Sjeui Spmpw UmE
EHEHTHSHTGW. SmevalT 5.CUTSIRIDUSILD
29.05.19988 60 usal afvalw deieaw,
QeTeRiLisel GnAVGHS STOSHH D,
SHANQWTHUITS (paTaflaim  (PISTHIL 6T
usun‘i&mnm@u.lmrr@w(ﬁm Bamulensy @smsm,n_ju.l Aply HenevdE 2 _WiTHs
(1WBSE. UfUTMSSIBEG Usibsaa b Bmhs Gsumenssiaid SisuT
FoNEMBBTHIMPHHTT. Gwsr Goaud Gsmalslsd Hmiusnl Geusnsussil
GasrLylul (G 2000240 opewigsd Gamulsdlsr Gum@l ymssled
sTRIGEFEIGImD WIplurenid aifuled @mbs WaiFty Wsiorml
(Transformer) opoelésiul G, suallbACuBW yAsTes Gome
euTFed Siemosd, Carealsler WsiypsHed yAw Aflw sHEBUmIHSHI,
ursopmsst Smfly salsfysw Udrfller Qsuwgk GLUTHEGagsD
Qauunul Gsengl. ST (pwndwmsd @5 Hpuusainw &.0CsphA 6T,
@QrsHend FHaOGONT, HHH USOBTHHT W ApsuBLD  HEISEIT
o2 nunorssF Goussalst. CGaTuplpuisd Gampuladmpbs GCoausmeossi
wrad Gl (pyssuulLal. Bsraiph Seld QFHT@EHHUTs0 Gosdiomgd
slLLD HAmpsHAs smemywsnndhs 2 uBwressisE alliul (Beisngl.
Camalled oemwlyalslssampw suLdSlew AP urFed
Fnsstulpmpédams. Bbapainy SHmiussl GamesEnsEGn  dhum
540,098/= sueny Geevsuralug. esugyl GCarurendlmiss Hlet
SpGeorFameniugbu @b HmsHsmmen Coralalsd GeuluiulL e 2008
wrisfuisd Qummsnmsnt uselulelmba ot alsodlallLm.

mau. &, Sib lerus

Cuoibum’ (g SHpLLTSsT

LaiECaETalsd Lenpul @IS 2 (Hsy Sisnoiilsd 1saud Gufiwiz.
SIp@GmLWF). 10BN uTToneis. BoHsTe0 HaemehT Bmsd Gsmsiilsd
srall GurT Gewws sedLlu®eui. eeiBsu gpum 50,000/= GFsuaisd
yFw fAfw @Grer Gessusaeny sulywssiud (HLy), @Goryasurd
@pAreuwrya (Gmiwel) oL @;surs e uwwrs HpGnsGCsuel
alprwar Apureow openfl #.ErrorsHens Sl oo el snt s Hle0
o (paundles GamalansE 2000 auswip muudl wrsHH0 SeueaiilF
BENENGET: A0l e 8

-123 -

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



GeouaieflE B o m Faum &erfled e UGwrssassTs,
Amwd yudsiemen BLITET GEOUSHET 2 _LWIOTE SiuTHeRET &S
BrGsaveufl Asulifiysrsy eupmiEw  eusier CapauBsent &Gws
sulgossiwi sy elédysn (APwg) 2001940 Spemi(B  UMIG 6T
2 53] HsHe0 P L s GbumiGLsw Tmbon] SAeugnasd @ massit
smsventoullsd BeLGupmis Corulgiss seuaiiys Qouimadm.

Carelled Hidps Sempd 2001a4h yeANgsd qHUT 107,200/=
Qzevalsd ffw e o melsd AU KBS DG

Ua\l QIFH % eI LD

Caraleded @gloueny QHbS UFHS LRILLOPLD, WITSHFTEULILD
ULREDLBIBE SOLWTND Seupdel  GL Ik seflead OEATES
CamunedmssHar oBorsmariuy yHusTs 6UFHS  LDERTLLI(LPLD
WITSSFTENEOLD 20028410 DLawged DIMDSHBILL Q& HSIme. @sualm
SLLLES@SGWw @mLuled urgisTiurer semehdw DM OULD
2AMSSUUL BTNl OpremiLi Cr.@rsdHeniystsn (LpSUTeUHEHl LIGsLD
Criiga @sHmUussisnw 01.06.2001F 60 2gss  31.08.20028 60
BeopGaupnml meuGHSETT. UL WPHEST SQUITT Ser UI6RILDT SaLD
Gurgemasauh @sAmiLemilse warnwabs o selet. uRuTser U6y
Greveyds smeGaCmE Gsissrs Camrss semib@GEst Guenils
Hoplusnl Qruiz (PYHEI, SeHSTLIAITETTSeMenTed (6TLD. @ T T FBTUIGBLD
o6 sbuel) o mdl GruwiulL @& sreluGHAD GQumisusney
Qar@iueaTas samisEh aiusiiyg Qeuisaissien UGS Ten SULD
GuWifiulwieotd 30.08.2002@s0 Geusfiul G BET0IE T DL LITENT S5(515 (5
almGwra&siuL Ler.

BLITERT Gamufed

uFHS WEILUSIDEG AGHD GCaralelal suLdpsaled
sblsTuAUIST e sublsTud smHawITsyaT GBULuUsHest 2 _uunors
ufleurgepiss Aeusmoapaf sGwg BLITH GueploTes@a Gasmulsd
amwizl dgdienr, GuwumiGassd 30.05.2002@60 B L QUDDE).
SIE G wrenllssarss seumidlsend STPE Shefullm s Spmr .
SUFBSMILUD, YBw semeAusinn, wWrsstes, BOLsT Gorulsd
SLAW BTG Dm0dE puT 1,577,757/= sueny GFsual (i (Beimeng.
Boysu sLLLEsST oSimwhs e Gsrelsd Gupaeny HApilsy
wrpiiuieninds GousmeullpbasTed HmsemHser Gaunuiul G, STOSLDL
ERILLUS SnenTUD &HHeUsHD aIOTEID ausnT  BLipenndaiul (HLb

- 124 -

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



i

(2002)

15 051061 LND

W QUG

L

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



L

uL - 14

ZAR R T NT " S O
FasTwabst sCws mLITe (pTHasuy & DT el & QT & SIT

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

»



LoMENMLL (LGN sRILLBISsilen SQhdE gmeny wenip, Gauiulsiedmna)
@haenmed Gaulrbs FnenJUITed UTHISTEEULLHPTNS. FadmULsnienF
Gauigipyss Hmwd wrdHal ufsrs (ST (SIPSTIDTmE FHTHsuLD
D&6T) ¢HUT  259,230/= signiiusederi.

BLITE H5HFHIand

AABEHE Fadhsal AsTarssHed LB SH  HTERTLILD
pGEEanrer. abpmeoulled SauamLw DL LEMS  DLTTUIR S
uriberad iHs iemFad, SispdmLulsy &8 eluphaaiLrs
auTm  swEmeuw G Glumss: @raiGurd. GmpagiLw
aueBETeL &6 (PWenmse saigd @f 2 uiThssasusde s Ul B
ULTOaID Bndmg. DpaumimLw uTsSH  WBHujegmsHaD
(PSS SDBMHDEUGT. DGO HBBIBTTHEADEH D (HEusID. DIaUTHLOT
SM6 DIEVOTS D _Lenad ST 61816 SHHESIUSE DISRISTID, DLGID
FIHEH DABRBTIHMS 2DBeu CsusdssHed CousmiB eaTaiug
o LQur@met. @Lésmsd srésuCuplilpsdpg. srsdlu uUTsHms
Gehflsursd aauT. FTEAWUTHD USSR HAUDIGES GCaussigwl
Guevrren aHMmeSGF AISIoTs SImWEHDH. SiBSHCHHOUY Do
utshAed usser elenybs GuGsonmid sumEmTeT.

BLYTER6T sususemnasGuWwraifis o _Hamamus STrdulmsEnTer.
SF BTSSHST  ASmomGd. ugwe! BISUNFDDD. BTSS0S
gmF o ulTeense 2 pm @n Guiu smel. o_svdaysien GQumbesi
amESIHID AHe gmsulls samsenTd. UsSHT @auslsr Gués,
616331600110, LITL6D WTeyld uFosisl GuhmwEts uwauGS560 Gousdi(HLb.
PUITH DNDUDE SmEHEE  FasHsCaDpuy  @elsHsidEAsmemigm @G
o Beds @AbsF GFuflmu SipwTiseEnsE aupnEGdng. GLEms
paim oiBdalomwsd sTRSsCoTHIGhESDS. g LS HsHalussim
e sl Humer sigme oENBF FuEGTAID FTHEEULL
2 _sensHed QPEGEADH. Ysp Siselwured aflEsiuEd Gurmsiss
DAMBIGHHID FTOUNTHDIDG. DSHHMBU  FTIOUD S0 [Bm
foudleiand. 2 smaHaHIn Eramassaiulled eaflbs woDGBS
Gurendime eiehFUIBLILG Foub. HsusITHL DUGHMLW LSS HEHD
sidain HeEn Faumssl GurmSswTe Seatenord. WITsIED
fAauGsTmusHCCW HenensHmasdan FaOCHTEILET HaGFTrHUDTS
GuGsommigdper sisisnid GFudenw Aaet sTHEUIHSEGD. et
giteu  &Teopld  elendAEQETeN(hhADH. DbUNSHCH LB EIM
OpwasdnG Bral@ SrmssT @Ghodamer. aTseEhsE 60LTS
soussHoral eatmid Goriurl(BhH HMLWTEMD Dsusig) BT
SIBKBET. (LPEIDIToUS] SBILD USHTHERED SiUWD Shal CaTamghesSasms).

-125 -
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



vwsHnG aHfenL owwb. vwADEGH Tpiriib SxshepTend. LLSBHMNG
@oudLw Jyushsw. Haisal SmaauEGL DD USHID
SiEHASCHTHCL QHESHIDANT. DFFEMBS HalTHHe o ulfsar
GhHaGaTar. siFFsmssh SalisEGn o utwib HeusnhBsHub. Heusini
sppFUled SiFFEFINCE @GLNmm. SuuFme HaudsEsE
ubsmodng. aeip GFUSmws STRILacTHL GCeaust SHard
ouwsrsHar  euruleons  eilsnd s QTS E&TDTRL.

fougenLul [BIEIBTEUSH SJD HAIH STEEWU UTSHMBF
sLssTLReRsTayhédaing. foust el aurmsaisd Anbos
a1 Qermpuimsbu ussmsGs CaTEsaalGsemd. Feuamsn
BIRAsn ubsmamG BHlHGF CFTHSHOTEF Heuat HHHIGRHTTHDTI.
QFHNGE MSDDTOTES Sl HmGsrmpuwordiu feu Qarepusdlsd
ABS UssmeIU ugweal gamUuBsHEDTE. SmLdn Gumseisd
AauQsmmpusgise BParreg Gam asiaplsms.

o wranh sl aaiug Heausndler wHGprE Guwid.
2 wrGsalwrGyr o _smaGmaud FAIODBHSSHa6T. S
sl sgn swflLssn Qupb upmssd mousHkpsSprer.
2_ITETHSAT 2 ulTsel smasmasUb saiall G55 saihs B0H5sH
Qamesingmadamnrar. @5 STe0OLETD HEpAsT HEhFd. Asnursds
wosTeusdsd slwrayunst, usehFed pefeur, Hwmupsor @LEW
Gu@sset Aswugpreeanet GETHdd Haub yibs SimHeT QUDDTTEsT.
DLSNBHS FnBHHIEHLILI LTRISHEET JDHHID SIUDIDLILI LUSHTH6L S0,
ereilseli g, GurdlssiiLgsnnd ek Ommemiigsssmer.
oeutast aumpeiGa oWGufwesiyset mEeaig Geusilwurdeamer.

Nadarajah the cosmic dancer represents five functions of God, Drum in his right hand
stands for creation. God or Guru holds in his hand the cause of all the world - Sound. Fire on
the left hand. denotes destruction the light of Atman, that is brought by the Guru which is
to be experienced; Foot crushing the giant Muyalaka which denotes endless illusion which
is the cause of birth and death, denotes veiling; the uplified foot denotes unveiling and
enlightenment. It represents the Turiya state. which is beyond and above the three states
of waking, dream and dreamless sleep and leaves behind the Maya and the world; the second
right hand indicates the calmness of wisdom; the hand with abaya muthira denotes, promise
of frecing from fear; Deer denotes the mind with all its fickleness; the tiger skin, he wears
denotes cgoism for this has to be killed for spritual progress; the Ganges denotes wisdom
which is cooling and refreshing; the Moon denotes the ethereal light and blissfulness of the
Atman. Natarajah represents the form aspect. The secret is. at the background of form is
the formless and this is shown by not having any image at all, He is the Lord of the stage
of this transitory world.

Shiva is the symbol of the un/changing reality that transcends. Time and Space.
He represents the Absolute, the Unmanifest. When he enters the manifested world - the
dance of life - He transforms himself into the Cosmic Dancer, Nadarajah. And in the
symbolism of the dance of Shiva, Nadarajah is always portrayed as dancing within the halo
or circle of flame, which represents the Tamil letters that signify “OM™
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Saiva saints who lived during the period from the 7th ceutury AD. to the 9th ceutury
travelled from place to place in Tamil Nadu offering worship at the temples and singing the
glory of the Lord in the company of devotees. These devotional hymns are considered to
have mystic powers and are in melodius language with rare appeal to anyone seeking
spiritual communion. Thevarams were sung spontaneously by Saints Thirunavukkarasar,
I'hirugnanasambanthar and Sundaramoorthi. Saint Manickavasazar’s heart felt outpourings
in praise of the God are called the Thiruvasagam.
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Rishi Paranjothi Maha Munivar initiated Swethavanam into the Truth giving him the
name Meykanda Devar (he who saw the Truth) Atchutha Kalappalar was the father of
Swethavanam. Arulnanthi Devar (sssonsw  ussig®i) was the family Guru of Atchutha
Kalapplar. Meykanda Devar was dumb till his fifth year. He was blessed by Polla Pillaiar
(Gursdsuriflatenemuni) to speak
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- pr.afayGaumistanem -

Rituals and ceremonial worship form the first steps of symbolic worship, Upasanai and
Dyanam or meditation and it is these that lead to Gnanam, It is idle to pretend that one can attain
Supreme knowledge or Gnanam at one leap without passing through the preparatory stages

of symbolic worship.
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