.
_ (CThe Proceedmgs and Speeches
8 o
A at the Reeeptlon <3 ;
d ik
TO THE o &__;-h £
, » 2 et T
HONOURABLE SIR KAN&HFAH VAITHIANATHAN
W AND
~ N

%

LADY VAITHIANATHAN

oN SiR KANTHIAH’S APPOINTMENT -As MINISTER OF

InpusTRY, HOUSING AND SOCIAL SERVICES

o

T D

accorded by -

twenty four cultural sodial and rehgmus orgamsatmns

_& ;
<Q “of Tamils in Cold;ﬁbg 5

AT THE
COLOMBO TOWN HALL

- -

ON

Su.iday, the 6th December, 1953. -







The Proceedings and Speeches
at the Reception

TO THE

HONOURABLE SIR KANTHIAH VAITHIANATHAN
AND

LADY VAITHIANATHAN
ON SiR KANTHIAH’S APPOINTMENT AS MINISTER OF

INDUsTRY, HOUSING AND SOCIAL SERVICES

accorded by

twenty four cultural, social and religious organisation

of Tamils in Colombo

AT THE

COLOMBO TOWN HALL
ON

Sunday, the 6th December, 1953.

Published by the Hony. Joint Secretaries for and on behalf of the Recepiion
Committee representing Twenty four cultural Social and Religious Organisations of
Tamils in Colombo and printed at the Nadaraja Press, “‘Framjee House’ Colombo 3.












FOREWORD

A Public Reception was accorded to Sir Kanthiah and Lady
Vaithianathan at the Colombo Town Hall on Sunday, 6th December,
1953, on the appointment of Sir Kanthiah as Minister of Industries,
Housing and Social Services. The reception was a unique one in
that it was organised by twenty four different Societies in Colombo

engaged in cultural, religious or social work.

In the words of the Hon. Mr. C. Nagalingam, g.c. Acting
Chief Justice, who presided over the function, the reception was
“unprecedented in the annals of the Tamils of Colombo”. The
gathering was one of the largest and most distinguished that ever
assembled at the Town Hall and was fully representative of all the
communities in the Island. Among the distinguished guests present
were foreign diplomats, Cabinet Ministers and Members of both
Houses of Parliament. The speakers included leaders from all the

communities in the Island.

The speech delivered by Sir Kanthiah on that occasion stirred
the hearts of his listeners and has created widespread interest.
. In response to the requests received from many quarters that the
speech should be made available to those who could not be present
on that occasion, it was decided to publish a summary of the proceed-

ingsftogether with the full text of Sir Kanthiah’s speech.

THE ReEcepTioN COMMITTEE,
A

Colombo.
15th Dceember, 1953






THE PROCEEDINGS

=

Mr. S. Somasundaram, 0.B.E., the Chairman of the Reception
" Committee opened the proceedings by welcoming those present
and expressing the gratification of the organisers at the magnificent
response to their invitation. He referred to the unique nature of the
occasion and to the general acclaim with which Sir Kanthiah’s
appointment as a Minister had been received. He then invited the
Hon. Mr. Nagalingam, the Acting Chief Justice, to take the
Chair.

The Hon. Mr. Justice Nagalingam thanked the organisers for the
privilege given to him of presiding over that function. He said
that it was a great meeting which was unprecedented in the annals
of the Tamils of Colombo. ‘It is the birth of a New Star in the
political firmament of the country that has brought us here today.
The meeting is not of a political nature but rather a gathering of
people representing various communities wishing to offer Sir
Kanthiah their felicitations on his elevation to the office of a Minister
of State. This large gathering here speaks more than words can .
to the immense popularity and the deep devotion in which Sir
Kanthiah and Lady Vaithianathan are held,”” he said. He wished
Sir Kanthiah and Lady Vaithianathan long life and good health
to enable them to give of their best in the service of this country.,

Mr. K. C. Thangarajah, one of the Joint Secretaries, then
read out messages of greeting which had been received, among which
were messages from His Holiness Swami Sivananda of Rishikesh and
the Prime Minister, Sir John Kotelawela.

The next speaker, His Holiness Swami Asangananda, Head
of the Ramakrishna Mission in Ceylon referred to his association
with Sir Kanthiah over a long period during which he had known
him as a devout Hindu. He gave him his blessings for a successful
fulfilment of the new task he had undertaken.

He was followed by Sir Nicholas Attygalle, President of the
Senate who referred to Sir Kanthiah’s brilliant work as a public
servant throughout his carcer. He wished him all success.
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Sir Arunachalam Mahadeva, the next speaker, paid a tribute
to Sir Kanthiah’s “unruffled calm and pleasing personality which
won for him friends everywhere. We are living in times of acute

trouble. Financial chaos is facing us — chaos industry, housing

and many others. If Sir Kanthiah will enly discharge his duties
as Minister with the same attention he gave to his duties as a public
servant, I am sure that he will be of immense benefit to our land”

he added.

Mr. A. E. Keuneman, Q.c., retired Puisne Justice said it was
good people like Sir Kanthiah who had excellent records in the
administration that should take up to politics. He hoped other
brilliant men in the Civil Service would follow his example.

Senator A. M. A. Azeez, Principal Zahira College, speaking
in Tamil referred to Sir Kanthiah’s catholicity of views and breadth
of outlook and said that his presence in the Government at a time
when the country was facing many complex problems was a source
of strength to all.

Mr. K. P. Haran, Editor of the “Virakesari” also speaking in
Tamil said that the present ills of the country needed a super-physi-
cian and that super-physician would be found in Sir Kanthiah
Vaithianathan.

He was followed by Mr. S. Sinnathamby who, in a scintillating
speech in Tamil, referred to the services of Sir Kanthiah in the
religious, cultural and social spheres and wished him long life and
health to be of service t;) the Motherland.

Mr. K. Kanagaratnam the former M.P. for Vaddukoddai and
retired Auditer-General, who was the next speaker referring to Sir

‘Kanthiah’s career as a public servant, said that “he had created

a pattern worthy of our admiration and emulation by our younger
men, chiefly in the public services.” He urged him to set about
tackling the many religious and social problems which required
solutlon at high level.

Mr. K. C. Thangarajah then presented Sir Kanthiah, on behalf
of the organisers, with a silver tray on which was inscribed the follcn{u
ing couplet from Thiru-kural followed by the names of the Societies
which organised the reception :—

I g



The silver tray presented to Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan
as a momento of the occasion
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Sir Kanthiah then arose amidst tumultous applause and
addressed the gathering. Sir Kanthiah's speech is reproduced
in full in subsequent pages.

~ Mr. V. A. Kandiah, Advocate, a Joint Secretary, then
proposed a vote of thanks to the speakers, to the guests, and to all
- ladies and gentlemen who assisted the Working Committee.

The proceedings ended with some beautiful items of oriental
dancing presented by the students of the Kalalaya, the Saiva
Maniigayar School of Music and Dancing and the Isai Kalai Manram.
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Reply by
Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan

I am deeply moved by the fact that so many cultural, social
and religious organisations of Tamils in Colombo should have come
together so spontanecously merely to express their pleasure at my
appointment as a Cabinet Minister. This token of your esteem and
regard for me (and may I say affectionate regard) which you have
given me today is the highest prize I have received in life. I regard
your expressions of sincere pleasure at the position in which I find
myself since the middle of October last as the best part of the honour.
The sentiments you have enshrined on this silver plate burn their
imptess deeply into my heart. I shall endeavour to spend the
remaining years of my life continuing to be worthy of your trust,
confidence and affection. May God will it to be so too.

I am particularly happy to see many personal friends of all
communities who have come here to participate in this function.
I am grateful to the speakers for their generous references to me.
I shall endeavour to live up to their high expectations. I thank

you, Sir, for adding the weight of your personal prestige by presiding
over this function.

What I cannot and must not forget and what I want you to
believe is that I am at the end of my career not at the beginning
nor even in the middle. T never intended to seek, in the twilight -
of my life, a2 new career of any prominence in public work — much
less in the political arena. Though the nature of my official duties
in the last 20 years brought me in close and intimate touch with
politics and politicians I never had any desire to join their ranks
nor had any political ambitions at any time and, hard though it
may be to believe, not even now. In recent years, I sought a humble
place in the company of humble individuals of kindred way of think-
ing, for the study and enjoyment of our language, religion and
philosophy. I intended that my exit from the public service,
which was impending, should be a smooth passage to slowing
down of work of an entirely different kind in a congenial atmosphere

-
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and any service which may come my way to be entirely a hobby.
This has been no secret to many of you here, though it is possible,
of course, that some might have thought, in the local way of the
world, that it also was probably a cloak for some ulterior purpose.
Be that as it may, you will probably still ask why I have so
~ suddenly changed my course. It is hardly a change of direction.
. Frankly, my one thought at the time of accepting the new job was
that it was another opportunity for service, perhaps of a more extend-
ed and useful kind. Service, whether as a public servant or as a
- Cabinet Minister is, as you know, service for the country. But
they are, I now find, fundamentally different in character and
process. The procedure and equipment for execution of some
one else’s policy which is the essence of the former are not the same
as those required for actual policy-making in the capacity of a
Minister. A small body of executives (and at the top rungs, one or
two only) make and keep a public servant going, but in the case of
the politician and the statesman it is the multitude that makes and
judges them. In these circumstances, I feel I cannot refuse the
request of some friends that I should refer to questions many are
asking themselves in regard to myself and state briefly my attitude
to some of the current problems. I shall do so by straight-forward
statements of self-evident facts without going into controversial
issues,

BELONGS TO NO PARTY

First, I belong to no Political Party. That is not to say that
I am a law unto myself. I am subject to the discipline of the Govern-
- ment Parliamentary Party, and the still greater and stricter dis-
. cipline as a member of the Cabinet. I realise, of course, the value,
in a democracy of belonging to a political party, but the suddenness
of my translation from the official sphere to the ministerial, has

allowed me little time to study this matter in relation to myself and
my own inclinations.

Next, I stand for a United Ceylon; and a Unitary and democ-
ratic form of Government for this country.

My close association for over 20 years with all the leading
statesmen of this country inspires in me a confidence that I can
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properly discharge my functions as a Cabinet Minister even thougl
I am in some respects a lone voice. The system of Cabinet Govern-
ment implies that all major policy is the function of the Cabi.net
and not of individual Ministers and that decisions of the Cabinet

are binding on all Ministers, whatever their private views may be.

MINORITY REPRESENTATION IN CABINET

Now, to something of the very brief, all too brief, personal
interview the P.M. had with me just before my appointment as a
Minister. I regret that it is not possible to disclose the details.
Presumably, his selection of me was on my own merits like any
other Minister; but I can say this that in that selection he also took
into consideration the fact that I happened to be a Tamil. It is
this aspect which is, no doubt, of interest to you today. In the
formation of the Cabinet, especially in Asian countries where the
population is not homogeneous, I suppose that every Prime Minister
endeavours to see that all significant minorities are represented in
the Cabinet. Such representation is to ensure that no point of view
affecting any substantial section of the people is overlooked in the
consideration of any matter. A representative of a minority group
is assumed to be in a better position than the others to assess and
appreciate the ‘repercussions on that minority of any proposed
legislation or of any decision of Government policy; and it is the
duty of such representative to acquaint his colleagues of the possible
repercussions and implications of the passing of their legislation
or the adoption of their policy. That does not, of course, mean
that a Minister belonging to a minority is communal minded or views
questions from a communal angle. The interests of the Country
which should at all times be closest to his heart must really mean
the interests of each and every section of the citizens of that country.

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION

So far as I am personally concerned, even at the risk of being
charged, unjustly no doubt, with being communal minded, it seems
obligatory on me to refer here to certain fears which, much to my
regret, are spreading among the Tamil people, and, if possible, to
allay those fears before they solidify into bitterness. Under our
Constitution any law will be void which makes persons of any




S e . .

7

community liable to disabilities or restrictions to which persons of
other communities are not made liable. Thisis the express provision,
but more important is the spirit underlying that provision. No
Government can afford to ignore that underlying spirit not merely
in its legislative programme but also in its executive and adminis-

“. trative action, if it is to succeed in maintaining peace, order and

good Government in the country. The disability is not restricted
to any particular matter or branch of activity. If it is sought to
impose any disability on any community on the basis of language,
such disability would undoubtedly be obnoxious to both the letter
and the spirit of the constitution. Indeed, this has always been
recognised'by the Government in the equality of status it has afforded
to the two national languages and in its openly declared policy in

- regard to this matter. I am aware that a wrong report of a speech

made by the Prime Minister at Dodangaslande and the publicity

-given to a rider appended bv the Chairman of the Official Languages

Commission to the last report of that Commission have caused
apprehension in the minds of many Tamil-speaking people and
some Sinhalese too. In regard to the Prime Minister’s alleged
speech, I have, on his authority, explained recently in another place
that he referred in his speech to Swabasha in general which would
include both national languages and not to any particular language.
He has no intention of varying that policy and I have no doubt that
you have seen his declaration on this matter in his recent statement
ol policy in Parliament. As to the rider of the Chairman of the
Official Languages Commission, you may be assured thatsuch expres-
sions of individual opinion will not affect the declared policy of the
Government or induce the Government to take any step which
would be a violation of the spirit of the Constitution. You will

-agree that in my position as a Cabinet Minister I cannot go about

the countryside making a ‘song and dance’ about every allegation
of minor and individual discrimination, but please be assured that
I shall take appropriate action to bring proper consideration of
cases meriting high level notice, in the correct manner open to me,

THE COMMUNAL CANARD

I ask your indulgence a little longer while I delve into my mind
to tell you something of my reflections in the last two weeks. It
came to me as a complete surprise, unbelievable until one sees it in
cold print, that certain responsible quarters think of me as communal
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minded, while certain other sections regard me, to use an expressive
Americanism, as a ‘‘stooge”. Every thinking man knows that
the “middle path” in life is hard and narrow and I now realise that,
in politics, it is also thorny. While the thorns below drive into the
flesh and the pressure on the sides apply the “squeeze’’, there is
fortunately an escape upwards, but I haven’t come to that pass yet!
Ghandiji once said that while non-violence is always a virtue, non-
resistance can sometimes be supreme cowardice. My success in
many aspects of life has always brought on me the wrath of the
jealous and the self-seeker. Their machinations have only stimu-
lated my intellect, strengthened my will, and purified my motives.
I have learned to embrace such opposition. a

But what is this astounding charge of “Communalism™ which
is being flung about indiscriminately? Is it communal to tell the
Paraya and the Rhodiya to take his rightful place our much-vaunted
democracy grants him? Is it communal to tell the weak and the
oppressed not to misjudge events, not to fear consequences even
if their worst fears are true? Is it communal to assert on
appropriate occasions that there is a sacred obligation under our
constitution not to discriminate against a person or a section of the
people on account of his or their caste, race language or religion?
Let me tell you, my friends, what, in my opinion, savours of Comm-
unalism.

WHAT IS COMMUNALISM

It would be communal to attempt tqo place at a disadvantage
any section of the people, major or minor. It would be communal
to seek, by colourfull claims or rank falsehoods, undue advantages
for any community, major or minor, over others. It would be
communal to be jealous of or want to damage the standing and
reputation of individuals of any community, major or minor, for
the simple reason that he belongs to that community. It would
be communal to be constantly harping on every minor grievance,
imaginary or real, and to magnify them into acts of serious dis-

crimination. There may be other such generalisations, but these
cover the main principles.

Let those who want to examine my motives now judge me
also in the background of my long years of public service, in which,
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by good fortune or bad, I have always been thrust into blaring
lime-light, unusual in the Service. It is only a few weeks ago that
I retired after completing exactly 30 years of service. The first
10 years may have bheen a formative period, though unsullied as the
rest. ‘The last twenty years I spent as the lieutenant, close associate
or confidential adviser (call it by any name you like) of Sinhalese
Chiefs only — Sir D. B. Jayatileke, E. W. Perera, G. C. S. Corea,
Sir Oliver Goonetilleke, D. S. Senanayake, Dudley Senandyake,
Sir John Kotelawala — names to conjure with in this country.
On how many occasions has my advice been set aside or my judg-
ment doubted? T had been entrusted with delicate and intricate
negotiations in the performance of which depended to some
extent the good name and wellbeing of Ceylon as a whole.
Have I ever let the Sinhalese or any other community down? How
have I become a communalist in 4 weeks after 30 years of this trial?

That a person of my record should be suspected of communa-
lism or, for a matter of that, any other impropriety now — the fault,
my friends, is either in my stars or in the political climate of this
country. I read my own stars and there is nothing wrong in them.
There is something rotten, it was said, in the State of Denmark.
I make bold to say that there seems to be now a blight the political
thinking in certain quarters of this country.

In every state of tension which leads to easy quarrels spasmodi-
cally, the root causes of the fault nearly always lies on both sides and
often the honours are equally divided. The less I speak of the other-
side on this occasion the better. Let us not pass comment on absent
friends, though we have in our midst today many illustrious represen-
tatives and leaders. I have to look for an occasion in their midst
for that. Today, I tould with propriety talk of ourselves — the
Tamils, not only you the unfortunate ones in Colombo, whose
kindness in receiving me today has placed you in the predicament
of having to listen to this outburst of mine. I fully realise and am
prepared, until I quit the political scene, which can never be a
‘wrench, to stand alone if I cannot convince them of the righteous-
ness of the course I take. : 7

TAMILS AND PARTY POLITICS

In this business of party politics everything that the other
party does or wants is wrong. I do not know if this is the right
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political philosophy, but this feeling (or may be just an impression)
has been indelibly fixed in my mind by the experience of watching
at close quarters the course of events in Ceylon during the last decade..
In this context (perhaps a situation peculiar to Ceylon) I felt that
there was danger in the Tamils having an exclusive or rather stand-
offish political party of their own as Tamils. For, if they are the:
Government they will also regard themselves, no doubt, as always
in the right and everybody else wrong; and if they are not in the:
Government or a part of the Government, then they will beregarded
by the rest of Ceylon as always wrong. It is in this background
that I worked hard, in my personal capacity, to prepare the ground
for D. S. Senanayake to meet the Tamil leaders some four years.
ago —a fact publicly acknowledged by D. S. Senanayake at a
Jaffina meeting.

LEADERSHIP OF THE TAMILS

Another unsatisfactory feature of our life as all-Ceylom
patriots is the question of Leadership of the Tamils, which
in present circumstances is only a tantalising mirage. I would like
you to consider seriously whether it is not this feature which is the
cause of the political confusion of the most important and significant
minority community in Ceylon of hard-working farmers, loyal
public servants, good business men, respected administrators,
cultured scholars and sound philosophers, not second to any Com-~
munity not only in this Island but in the whole of South-East Asia
The Tamils had several luminaries even in the political field too;
the statues of the best two are the only adornments of the Parliament
Square and stand sentinel over the temple of the constitutional
liberty in this country which they helped by devoted service to
create not for the Tamils alone but for the country as a whole.
They were regarded as All-Ceylon National Leaders, not of the
Tamils only. Thev might have been enough for us to bask in their
reflected glory for a century of happiness for the Tamils in this
country if, after them, we had perhaps done nothing else worfhy*
of note. This may be wisdom after the event and in retrospect,
but this fact does not seem to have dawned on the minds of a large
section of our community. I am not blaming any individual
Leader or representative who came after them. There have been
many circumstantial difficulties in the way of substantial achieve-
ments. I rather blame the community at large i.e. ourselves. This
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is no occasion for platitudes. We claim to be intellectuals; and, no
doubt, think hard and long but in the last quarter of a century we
seem to have come to some wrong conclusions. In ancient Greece
after bitter experience they came to the conclusion that kingship
and tyranny were synonymous and I put it to you, in all humility,
that it is time that the Tamil people of Ceylon decided that leader-
ship and evil-omen are synonymous for them. Please leave me
out of any contest for any kind of leadership. Service is the badge
of my life.

PLEA FOR RE-ORIENTATION

I am only a student of our special problems and very new at
that. To the large number of public servants whom I see here
today my advice is that our rise in the past was due to our hard work
and loyalty, and I see no reason, given the same qualities and
patience, why we cannot continue the same way. I plead, however,
for a new re-orientation in our political outlook. Let us not tie
ourselves up in an atmosphere of fear, suspicion and hatred. Let
us not close our minds with the prejudices formed quite logically
indeed but based on the frustrations of our own Karma. Closed
minds become impervious to reason. Let us therefore keep our
minds open. Please do not jump from this to any conclusion that it
is easy to clean the slate in politics at will. Now that we have a new
Prime Minister, we trust him and perhaps his Cabinet too (assuming
of course, that you do) you might think that it is easy for him to
undo and divert overnight the force of the current of thoughts of
the people formed by events of the recent past.

Mr. Nehru addressing an International Seminary in New Delhi
on “Ghandian Outlook and Techniques” said :—

“And if we live in an age of democracy —and all praise to
democracy — but democracy does not make fools wise men
necessarily, nor does it follow that what the crowds say
is the wise thing — and so the average is lowered often enough.
It is better to stick to that average perhaps, than to take
other risks. That is the virtue of democracy. But, anyhow,
the politician has his tools in large numbers of human beings,
Even if the politician or statesman sees truth, which he
seldom does-but let us say he sees the truth and wants to stick
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to it_he has to function through other tools. He has to function
not only through certain tools, but through the multitude
who have made him what he is. Now that multitude — who
are his tools — can only follow the truth in so far as they see
it, and even when they see it, in so far as they have the strength
to follow it.”

#

This is how the great Mr. Nehru visualises the. political
difficulties of a Prime Minister in giving effect even to what he sees
to be the truth. A Prime Minister has his “multitudes” to convert
and they can see the truth only so far as they can follow it! Every
Government has many other problems than the problem of
minorities.

We must, therefore, ourselves turn to the “multitudes” who
must be made to think of the problems of the minority in the Right
Way, for genuine peace and progress in this country. This they
cannot fail to do in enlightened self-interest, if we on our part speak
sense to them instead of making unreasonable demands. We must
make them realise (if we ourselves realise, if at all) that while this
petty “nationalism” which is breaking out like chicken-pox all over
the country is a good thing in that it is a great liberating force, it can
be utterly bad if it develops into “aggressive nationalism™. From
my reckoning, the Sinhalese people at large do not even seem to be
aware that the small world of the Tamils is much distracted at the
moment as it never was before, and that the unhealthy symptom
they see occasionally coming out in many forms, arise from deeper
roots of dissatisfaction. There seems, therefore, to be an urgent
need to forge new rules for our politics —a kind of spiritual rules.

-

We have been too long at this game of strife and I suppose you
will admit that we have not progressed very much. Let us keep
to the method of not opposing even evil by evil but by good —a
philosophy not unknown to our Buddhist friends. They will, I am
sure, not want to create deliberately deep-rooted bitterness and
frustrations in a significant minority group like the Tamils.
Everyone must feel that if Ceylon is to survive as a land of peace,
we must join hands to find a solution to the peaceful co-existence
of not only the Sinhalese and Tamils and their respective languages
and religions but also of the other communities of our motherland.
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NEED FOR TOLERANT UNDERSTANDING

I have spoken at length, more than I originally intended to do.
These are the results of some recent thinking. I may, of course,
be wrong, or it may be just a fancy, this desirability of a change of

. approach to what are called Tamil problems. To some of you it

may be nothing new. I thought, however, that I ought to leave
“with you these ideas as they struck me. I have no penace as to offer
or slogans to serve as solutions of difficult problems. What I suggest.
for a beginning is a careful and patient study of our difficulties and.
a beginning is a careful and patient study of our difficulties and a.
tolerant understanding of the other man’s point of view. Some
may think that Life has done well by me and I therefore look at
problems rather theoretically. It is because of that, I felt I
ought to put my energies into service once again so long as
I am acceptable to all concerned, of whom the Tamil people them-
selves form no insignificant part. More important of them is the
appointment which you celebrate today is the proper performance
of my duties. That is the best of a man —the acid, final best.
As a Minister I have prime duties which concern the welfare of the
_country as a whole, for the proper discharge of which I ought to be
able to count on the confidence and support of everybody including
my own community. This function today in which all communi-
ties have so genuinely and freely joined, gives me great hopes for
“the future well-being of Ceylon.
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