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Special Guidance for O/L 2008 Students

asdalll Quiss sursyl ugsy (srsmew ) mnﬁrﬂ:}”urfflaw - 2008 uplm':u!'r
General Certificate of Education (Ord.Level) Model Examination - 2008 December

English Language &1

One hour

Test - 01 Read the following description and complete the tdble given. d\dnrks- 05)

Mr. Ranjan Samaraweera is a shop owner. His shop is half a kilometer away from his
home. He walks to his shop. It takes him about 10 minutes to go to his shop.

Mr. Ramanayake is a clerk. His office is 3 12 kilometers away from his residence. He
cycles to office. It takes him about 25 minutes to go to his office.

Mrs. Mangala Wickramasinghe is a teacher. Her school is 8 kilometers away from her
residence. She goes to school by car. It takes her about 10 minutes 1o go to school.

Name Method of Distance
Transport to work =
Mrs.Mangala Wickramasinghe
25
aaies: . EReliE Y i e, e
Mr. Ranjan Ramanayake RS N T D e el R I
Test - 02 Fill in the blank using the words given in the box. (Marks 05)

Of, during, to, from, in, by

The British came (1) vcovoemreeessseserssrssres S LAAKA (2) -ovoverivisiiocnnisnns- the reign of

Queen Victoria. As a result our country is also influenced (3) .....cc...s weervenes Victoria
values, During the Victorian period, which takes its name (4) ......... e QUEET
Victoria, fiction, poetry, drama, music and other forms (5) .......... . Literature

flourished (6) ....c.ivieiviiesnen.. England. The influence of Victorian values was left in

our country too.

Test - 03 Select the appropriate words/ phrases,from the list below and fill in the
blanks of the dialogue.

(Marks- 05)
(I'm quite thirsty / come in / can I prepare you something to eat / Here you are
/ Thank you / I'm not hungry)
Nuwan : Hello. Ruwan what a surprise! (1) Come in,
RuwWaini: 1« {2 ot i N WA,
Nuwan Please, sit down. (3) ..... P
Ruwan T Dl 5 R SRR s ot B b
Nuwan Then would you like to drink something?
Ruwan YT e SREIEESE - SRS RS
Nuwan No wonder It’s a very hot day. (6) .....ccoocivvviiiniinianians!
Ruwan Thanks Nuwan, | came to discuss something regarding our sports meet.

Test - 04 Design a label for a home made pickle produced by you. Include the following.
(Marks- 05)
Trade name. Ingredients, date of manufacture, expiry date, price

*t - 05 Read the following text and find the information.

On April 26" 1564 a name was added to the register of the village Stratford - upon
Avon in England as William Shakespeare. Nobody could foresee that this baby would be
world famous as the greatest writer in the language.

(Marks- 05)

~

“The Merchant of Venice” is one of the 38 plays written by William Shakespeare between
the years 1598 & 1612.
. Name

!
2. Date of birth

3. Village and country
4

5

Famous for :
Number of plays and the name of a play :

Test - 06 Imagine that your unele gave you a computer on your 16th Birthday. Write five
sentences about the activities you hope to do with it.
{Marks- 05)

Test - 07 Read the following text written by Surangi and answer the questions given.
(Marks- 05)

Swaminathan ran down Grove Street, turned to his right, threaded his way through
Abu Lane, stood before a low roofed, dingy house, and gave a low whistle. He waited for
asecond and repeated it, The door chain ¢lanked, the door opened a little and Mani’s
head appeared and he said. “fool My aunt is here, don’t come in. Go away and wait for
me there.

Swaminathan moved away and waited under a tree. The sun was beating down
fiercely. The strect was almost deserted. A donkey was standing near a gutier. patiently
watching its sharp shadow. A cow was munching a broad green plantain leaf. Mani sneaked
out of his house.

Where did Swaminathan go ?

What did he do at the house ?

Who is the “fool™ ?

Why didn’t Mani come out of his housc 7
What do you mean by “The street was almost deserted” ?

o sl

Digitized by Noolaham!Fou nd;’:\’[m-did he finally do? Write the lipes that Show this. .........
moolaham .0rg l aavanellh am.omgFillin the adjectives and their nouns from the POEM. ...c..cvwsiricsc B

PART - II

(Answer all question on this paper itself)

Time - 2 hours

Test - 08
Here are some useful practical tips for every life. Match them and write the correcl
number in the box. One is done for you.

a) There'sa gas leak. 1. Keep out of reach.

b) It is poisonous. 2, Store it at 5%or less.

¢) It'll melt. 3. Hide sharp tools.

d) There is thunder and lightning. 4. Pull out all plugs

¢) There are some germs in green leaves. 5. Wash them with mild salt
water.

f) Children get hurt by playing with them, 6. Don't check it with a candle
or lighted match.

(Marks- 05)
Test - 09

Complete the following dialogue. Use the phrases given'in the box. First one
is done for you.

Amal ;- Hello, Nadee Good morning!

Nadee:- (1) Good morning, Amal. Did you read today's newspaper?

Amal ;- (2) voeririsereanssmssiressisniapsssincsenenss Was therg any thing special?

Nadde:- T SRR R e G s

Nadee:- It's a quiz competition. We need five friends with the knowledge in
different fields

Amal:- Y S [ i s e ks e vl bt b o 494+ RS

Nadee:- Let's tell this to our English teacher. (6) .......cvuiicrriaiararisisiciananins

Amal:- There gose the bell. Let's met at the interval and discuss more.

a) How can we select them?

b)
c)
d)
€)
f)

No, I was busy with my assignments.
She"ll help us.
Good morning.
A competition.
Yes there's a competition.
(Marks- 10)
Test - 10
Read the following passage and the statements given
below.Compicte the statements by underlining the correct answer.

The influenza virus has been leading the scientists a merry chase for
decades now.A microscpic quick change artist it comes in several different
types,all of them subjiect to sudden,unpredictable altrations.So varied arc
the guises of theflu virus that last year's flu vaccine is some times totally
useless against this year’s model of the germ.

eeping up with the flu virus is the job of a network of influenza
centrss the W.H.O. has set up all over the world to actas listening posts.
Whenever an eqidemic breaks out,the virus responsible for it is isolated at
the nearest influenza centre and is closely examined.If none of the avail
able vaccine offers protection against is world of the new virus goes out
to all the other influenza centres and samples of it are made a vailable to
them. Tremendousefforts are made to produce a new vaccince be fore the
virus has had achance to spreed too far. .

The common cold is one virus disease that has so for stumped the
vaccine markers.colds are caused not by one virus or evenone group of
viruses,but by well over one hundred different ones.

One of the most recent vaccines to be developed is for German
measles,also known as rubella.German measles is such a mild dis ease that
here seemed little reason to have avaccine for it unit 1941,when /astarting
discovery wsa made. >

1) The W.H.O.has so far failed to find a vaceine for
a) influenza.

b) the common cold

¢) German measles.

2) A vsccine for German measles was not developed until re cently

because (Marks- 10)
Test - 11
Write on one of the following. Use about 100 words.
* A local festival we celebrate.
*  Living in the future.
* 1 look after my grandma. 5
(Marks- 10)

Test - 12
Look at the following flow - chart on how cake is made,

butter and sugar

Ve

beaten well

flour and sugar flour sified three times

ay

- d
mixed well| < | flouradded| & &

le

put in to a tray

cpgs added

baked in not oven

by

wrapped in tissus

1

Distributed

Now write a descripton on how cake is made. Use the following expressions.
First, then, after this later, next, finally 2

Test - 13

Read the following poem and answer the questions below,

I meant to do my work today.

I meant to do my work today.

but a brown bird sang in the apple tree.

And a butterfly flitted across the field.

And all the leaves were calling me

And the wind went singing over the land.

Tossing the grasses to and fro.

And rainbow held out its shining hand

So what could [ do, but laugh and go.

1) What was the speaker's infention? ..5.....ccvicieimneiesin:

2). Why could he not do it? ..........ceee
Write 2 things that attracted him ............




€% *2-2008 . - 2 gyui0n

LAY ada, wrnd

Adjective Noun
8) o tree

b) brown 3

€) s

(Marks- 10)

Test - 14
Read the following text and answer the questions given below it.

The heat of the 2008 Olympics is on! The excitement that has been stirred up in
Chin: is gradually spreading throughout the world. The key event that has contributed
to arouse this excitement is the Olympic Torch Relay.

. Fire is a power which helped man to cook his food, keep him warm and get rid of the
darkness. According to-Greek mythology, fire has been discovered because the God
Prometheus stole fire from Zeus and gave it to humans. This has been celebrated by
“ Greek by having relay races where the athletes passed a lit torch to one another until
the winner reached the finish line.

The first Olympic Games can be tracked back to 776 B.C., where the event was
held once in every four years to honour Zeus and other Greek gods. The period of
the Olympia was spent as a period of peace, and during this time the runners known
as "haralds of peace” uesd to traval throughout Greece declaring a truce to all wars,
and truce remained throughout the Olympics in order to make the event a success and
provide safe passage to spectators The combination of these two occurences can be
considered as the root of the modern Olympic torch relay.

The tradition continues and the flame is still 1it at the temple of Hera in
Olympia. Greece, as it had been done centuries ago. The Olympic torch is lit several
months before the start of the actual Games in the same way it was done back then.

A priestess used to light the torch in ancient days. Thercfore it is done these dayd
too by having an agjress dressed as a ceremonial priestess, in robes of the ancient
Greeks. to light the torch using the same technique used in the original Games.

The torch relay in 2004 had visited all previous Olympic cities before returning

to Athens. The torch relay of 2008 is scheduled to reach Mount Everest.
1) Where will the Olympics be held in 20082 .. AP o R
2) What is the mBst important event Olympic C' amca'?
3) Write three uses of fire that are mentioned in the 1ex1"
4) What was the aim of the ancient Olympic Games? ..
5) Why was the truce followed throughout the Olymplcs‘?
6) Who lights the Olympic torch today? Give the phrase that says this ..
7) Find the words for the following phrase-\ ot r 4T o GRS, B R
u] an agreement o stop fighting ... IR U P
} & female who performs rciagmu«. ceremonies

(Marks-10)

Test - 15 )
Write atleast 250 words on one of the following.
1) A friend in need is a [riend indeed
* What is a friendship?
¥ How can we build up a goos friendship?
* The qualities of a good friend.
¥ The benefits yo get from a good friend.

2) Write a legend connected with the betel leaf or any other folk thae you know,
3) "Telephone plays a major role in communication"

a) Feel free to express your views.

b) You may agree or disagrec

t) Other technologies e mail, SMS, :
(Marks- 10)
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