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Without the Holy Spirit, God is far away,
Christ stays in the past,

the Gospel is a dead letter,

the Church is simply an organization,
authority a matter of domination,
mission a matter of propaganda,

the liturgy no more than an evocation,
Christian living a slave morality.

But in the Holy Spirit

the cosmos is resurrected and groups with
the birth pangs of the kingdom,

the risen Christ is there,

the Gospel is the power of life,

the Church shows forth life of the Trinity,
authority is a liberaling service,

mission is a Pentecost,

the liturgy is both memorial and anticipation
human action is deified.

metropolitan Iganatios of Latakia (delivered at the meeting of
the world council of Churches at uppsala in 1968)
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Christa Seva Asrama Jaffna

The Chrita Seva Asrama was started in may 1939 and is
situated five miles to the north of Jaffna in Ceylon It maintains an

interdenominatinal Character and has on its Board the Heads of the three
Churches working in that area.

The Asrama was started for the purpose of inter alia serving
as a home for Unadjusted converts, experimenkey in indigenous methods
of worship, serving as a base for evangelists who may be available for
spécial service in any part of the Island, forming an adegate Library of
reference for purposes of study and the production of literature, serving as a
place of retreat for lay and ministerial workers and for evangelistic work.

The Asrama is supported by friends and all the buildings
and land werekind gifts of friends It aims at self support and all members of
the Ashram do definite hours of work in the garden An effort is being made
to build up an industrial department also, not merely for its support but to
introduce it into the village round about and help them to get a better
livelihood. It is used a great deal for retreats by the staff and students of
schools in Jaffna and the chapel built in an oricutal style is a gift of the
student christian Movement of the place.

At the beginning of this year the Asrama Sent out a Young
 lady to help in the work of Seva Mandir, Porto Novo and She is being
supported there by the Asrama. Plans are being made to send out some

more to do evangelistic work, At present members of the Asrama go out to

T



do evangelistic work and also help in the work of the Churches round about
It is a constant place of retreat for many people in Jaffna

There are nearly fifteen people on average living there
There is an ordained Minister of the South Indian United Church in charge
of the work while two others are in training at Pasumalai for evangelistic
work.
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