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PUBLISHER'S
NOTE

It has been my earnest desire to publish a Ready - reckoner

of the Rulers of Sri Lanka for the benefit of those interested in the
history of Sri Lanka and the students in particular.

This publication has its source from the Legendary beginning of
Prince Vijaya in the Island of Sri Lanka to the auther’s own day.
Prince Vijaya is the son of king Sinhabahu of the kingdom of
Sinhapura in Northern India.

I bave relied on published documents to avoid any contro-
versy arising from this publication. Nevertheless, there is scholarly
_controversy rearding accurate information of the periods of certain
rulers which is inevitable.

I am indebted to the following educationalists for Their
valuable assistance and encouragement given to me to embark on
this ambitious venture.

1. Prof:S.Pathmanathan B.A (Hons) Cey.Ph.D.London former
Vice - chairman, University Grants Commission.

2. Dr.Paramu Pushparatnam, former senior Lecturer, Dept. of
History, Jaffna University.

3. Muttamil Selvi Radha Somasuntharam B.A (Econ) S.L.E.S,
Principal Emeritus. 2

King’s Gardens

C.M.S.Nathan

Kodikamam (N.P) ' Journalist.
14th August-2001.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



THE RULERS OF
SRI LANKA

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF THE
RULERS OF SRI LANKA

1. The following list is based substanially on the publications of
eminent rescarch scholars in history.

2. Most of the dates in the Ancient and Medieval periods are only
approximate.

3. The entire Island was not under effective control of all the
rulers listed below.

4, Rulers whose periods of reign are unknown are left blank.

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL

Vijaya :

Upatissa (S.Upatis) .......ccceee
Panduvasudeva (S.Panduvasdev)
Abhaya (S.Aba)

Pandukabhaya (S.Pandu-Aba)
Mutasiva

B.C
Devanampiya Tissa (S.Devanapa Tis) 250 -210
Uttiya
Mabhasiva
Suratissa
Sena and Guttaka (Asvacari)
Asela
Elara (S.Elala)
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B.C
Dutthagamani (S. Dutugamunu) 161 - 137
Saddhatissa (S.Sadatis) 137 - 119
Thulatthana (S.Tulna) 119
Lanjatissa (S.Lamani Tis) 119 - 109
Khallata Naga (S.Kalun -na 109 - 103
Vattagamani Abhaya (S.Valagam Aba) 103
Pulahattha
Bahiya
Panayamara Panca - Dravida 103 - 89
Pilayamara
Dathika
Vattagamani (restored) 89 - 77
Mahaculi Mahatissa (S.Mahasilu Mahatis) 77 - 63
Goranaga 63 - 51
Tissa (S.Kuda Tissa) 51-48
Siva (S.Balat sivu)
Vatuka
Darubhatika Tissa
Niliya (S.Purohita Bamuna, Vasukhi)
Anula (Queen 48 - 44

Kutakanna Tissa (S.Makalan-Tis or Kalakanni tissa) 44 - 22
Bhatik Abhaya (also called Bhatika Tissa
or Bhatiya Tissa) B.C22-7A.C

AC
Mahadathika Mahanaga (S.Mahadaliya Mana) 7-19
Amanda-Gamani Abhaya (S.Ada - Gamanu) 19 -29
Kanirajanu Tissa (S.Kinihiridala) 29 -32
Culabhaya (S.Kuda Abha) 32-33
Queen Sivali (Revati) 33

Ilanaga (S.Elunna) 33 - 43
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Candamuka Siva (S.Sandamuhunu)

Yasalalaka Tissa (S.Yasasilu)

Sabha (Subha)

Vasabha (S.Vahap)

Vankanasika Tissa (Vaknaha Tis or Vaknasi Nambapa)
Gajabahuka - Gamani (Gajabahu I;S.Gajaba)
Mahallaka Naga (S.Mahaluna or Mahalumana)
Bhatika Tissa (S.Batiya)

Kanittha Tissa (S.Culatissa)

Khujjanaga (S.Kuhunna)

Kuncanga (S.Kudana)

Sirinaga I (S.Sirina or Kuda Sirina) I

Voharika Tissa (S.Vera Tissa)

Abhayanaga (S.Abha Sen or Abha Tissa)
Sirinaga II S.Sirina)

Vijaya - Kumara (S.Vijayindu)

Samghatissa I

Sirisamghabodhi (S.Dahami Sirisangabo)

43 - 52

52 - 60

60 - 67

67 - 111

111 - 114
114 - 136
136 - 143
143 - 167
167 - 186
186 - 187
187 - 189
189 - 209
209 - 231
231 -240
240 - 242
242 - 243
243 - 247
247 -249

Gothabhaya or Meghavanna Abhaya (S.Golu Aba) 249 -262
Jetthatissa I (S.Kalakan Detatist or Makalan Detatis) 263 - 273

Mahasena (S.Mahasen) -
Sirimeghavanna (S.Kit Sitimevan)
Jetthatissa II (S.Detatis)
Buddhadasa (S.Bujas)

Upatissa |

Mahanama

Chattagahaka Jantu (S.Lamani Tis)
~ Mittasena (Mitsen)

Pandu

Parinda

Khudda Parinda S.Sad - Dravida
Tiritara

Dathiya

Pithiya

Dhatusena (S.Dasen - Kaliya)

274 - 301
301 - 328
328 - 337
337 - 365
365 - 406
406 - 428
428
428-429
429 - 434
434 - 437
437 452
452

452 455
455! =t
455 - 473
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Kassapa I (S.Sigiri Kasubu) : 473 - 491
Mogallana I (S.Mugalan) 491 - 508
Kumara-Dhatusena (S.Kumaradasa, Kumaradas) 508 - 516
Kittisena (S.Kirttisena) 516 - 517
Siva (S.Mandi Siva) 517
Upatissa II (S.Lamani Upatissa) 517-518
Silakala, Ambahamanera

(S.Lamani Ambaherana Salamevan) 518 - 531
Dathapabhuti (S.Dapulu - Sen) o |
Moggallana II (S.Dala - Mugalan) 531 - 551
Kittisirimegha (S.Kuda Kitsirimevan) 551 - 569
Mahanaga (S.Sencvi - Mahana) 569 - 571
Aggabodhi I (S.Akbo) 571 - 604
Aggabodhi Il (S.Kuda - Akbo) 604 - 614
Samghatissa I 614
Moggallana III (Dalla Moggallana,

S.Lamani Bona Mugalan) 614 - 619
Silameghavanna (S.Asiggahaka) 619 - 628
Aggabodhi II1, Sirisanghabodhi(Srisangabo) 628

~ Jetthatissa [1I (S.Lamani Katusara Detatis) 628
Aggabodhi HI (restored) 629 - 639
Dathopatissa I (S.Lamani Dalupatis) 639 - 650
Kassapa II (S.Pasulu Kasubu) 650-659
Dappula I (S.Dapulu) 659

Hatthadatha (Dathopatissa II, S.Lamani Dalupatis) 659 - 667
Aggabodhi IV (Sirisaghabodhi, S.Sirisangabo) 667 - 683

datta (S.Valpiti -vasi datta) 683 - 684
Hatthadatha II (S.Hunannaru Riyandala) 684

Manavamma (S.Mahalapano) 684 - 718
Aggabodhi V (S.Akbo) 718 - 724
Kasapa I1I (S.Kasubu, Sulu Kasubu) 724 - 730
Mabhinda I (S.Mihindel) 730 - 733

Aggabodhi VI, Silamegha (S.Akbo) 733 -772
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Aggabodhi VII (S.Kuda Akbo)

Mahinda I, Silamegha (S.Salamevan Mihindu)

Udaya I (Dappula I, in earlier list, S.Uda)

Mabhinda ITT (Dhammika Silamegha,
S.So-or Somi -Mihindu)

Aggabodhi VIII (S.Madi Akbo)

Dappula I (in earlier lists I1I, S.Dapulu)

Aggabodhi IX (S.Pasulu Akbo)

Sena I (S.Matvala Sen)

Sena II (S.Mungayin - Vasi sen)

Udaya II (in earlier lists I, S.Uda)

Kassapa IV (S.Kasup)

Kassapa V (8.Kasubu , Pasulu Kasubu)

Dappula III (in earlier lists IV, S.Dapulu)

Dappula IV (in earlier lists V.S.Kuda Dapulu)

Udaya III (in earlier lists II, S.Uda)

sena III (S.Sen)

Udaya IV (in earlier list ITI, S.Uda)

Sena IV (S.Madi - Sen)

Mahinda IV (S,Kuda - Mihindel)

Sena V (S.Salamevan)

Mahinda V(S.Mahindu)

Kassapa VI (Vikkamabahu, S.Vikramabahu)

Mahalana-Kitti (S.Mahale)

Vikkama-Pandu (S.Vikrama-Pandi)

Jagatipala (S.Jagatpala)

Parakkama-Pandu(S.Parakrama-Pandi)

Loka (Lokissara, S.Lokesvara)

Kassapa VII

Vijayabah II (S.Vijaya-ba)

Jayabahu 1

Vikramabahu I (Vikkamabahu, S.Vikumba)

Gajabahu IT

772-777
777 - 797
797 - 801

801 - 804
804 - 815
815 - 831
831 - 833
833 - 853
853 - 887
887 - 898
898 - 914
914 - 923
923 - 924
924 - 935
935 - 938
938 - 946
946 - 954
954 - 956
956 - 972
972 - 982
982 - 1029
1029-1040
1040-1042
1042-1043
1043-1046
1046-1048
1048-1054
1054-1055
1055-1110
1110-1111
1111-1132
1132-1153

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



10

Parakramabahu I (Parakramabahu, S.Parakumba)
Vijayabahu IT (Pandita Vijayabahu)
Nissamkamalla (Kitti-Nissanka - Malla)
Vikramabahu II (Vikkramabahu)

Codaganga

Lilavati-1

Sahassamalla

Kalyanavati

Dharmasoka

Anikanga, Makadipada (S.Aniyanga)
Lilavati (2)

Lokesvra (Lokissara)

Lilavati (3)

Parakrama Pandu (Parakkama Pandu)
Magha (S.Kalinga Vijayabahu)

Vijayabahu III

Parakramabahu II (Pandita Parakramabahu I)
Vijayabahu IV (S.Bosat Vijayaba)

Bhuvanaikababu I (Bhuvanekabahu, S.Buvanekaba)

Interregnum

Parakramabahu 111

Bhuvanekabahu II

Parakramabahu IV (Pandita Parakramabahu II)
Bhuvanekabahu 11T (Vanni Bhuvanekabahu)
Vijayabahu V

Bhuvanekabahu IV (ruled at Gampola)

1153-1186
1186-1187
1187- 1196
1196 -
1196-1197
1197-1200
1200-1202
1202-1208
1208-1209
1209
1209-1210
1210-1211
1211-1212
1212-1215
1215-1232
1232-1236
1236-1270
1270-1272
1272-1284
1285-1286
1287-1293
1293-1302
1302-1326

1335-1341
1341-1351

Parakramabahu V (ruled at Gampola and Dadigama)1344-1359

Vikramabahu II (ruled at Gampola).

1357-1374
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KINGS OF KOTTE

Bhuvanekabahu V (King of Gampola in the early part of his reign) 1371 - 1408

Parakramabahu VI
Jayavira Parakramabahu
Bhuvanekabahu VI

Pandita Parakramabahu VII
Vira Parakramabahu V111
Dharma Parakramabahu IX
Vijayabahu VI
Bhuvanekabahu VII
Dharmapala

KINGS OF SITAVAKA

Mayadunne
Rajasimhal
Rajasuriya

1411 - 1466
1466 - 1469
1469 - 1477
1477

1477 - 1489
1489 - 1513
1513 - 1521
1521 - 1551
1551 - 1597

1521 - 1581
1581 - 1593
1593 - 1594

KINGS OF KANDYAN KINGDOM

Senasammata Vikramabahu
Jayavira

Karaliyadde

Vimala Dharma Surya I
Senarat

Rajasimha IT

Vimala Dharma Suriya II
Narendra Simha

Vijaya Rajasimha

Kirti Sri Rajasimha
Rajadhirajasimha

Sri Vikrama Rajasimha

1469 - 1511
1511 - 1552
1552 - 1582
1591 - 1604
1604 - 1635
1635 - 1687
1687 - 1707
1707 - 1739
1739 - 1747
1747 - 1782.
1782 - 1798
1798 - 1815
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PORTUGUESE CAPTAINS - GENERAL

Pedro Lopes de Sousa

Jeronimo de Azevedo

Francisco de Meneses

Manuel Mascarenhas Homem

Nuno Alvares Pereira

Constantion de Sa de Noranha (first term)
Jorge de Albuquerque

Constantino de Sa de Noronha (second term)
Filipe Mascarenhas (first term)

Jorge de Almeida (First term)

Diego de Mello de Castro (first term)
Jorge de Almeida (Second term)

Diego de Mello de Castro (second term)
Antonio Mascarenhas

Filipe Mascarenhas (second term)
Manuel Mascarenhas Homem

Francisco de Mello de Castro

Antonio de Sousa Coutinho

Antonio de Amaral de Menezes (Jaffna)

DUTCH GOVERNORS
Willem J.Coster
Jan Thyszoon (Payart)
Jan Maatzuyker

Jacob van kittensteyn

Adriaan van der Meijden (first term)
Ryklof van Goens (first term)

Adriaan van der Meijden (second term)
Ryklof van Goens (second term)

1594

1594 - 1612
1612 - 1614
1614 - 1616
1616 - 1618
1618 - 1620
1620 - 1623
1623 - 1630
1630 - 1631
1631 - 1633
1633 - 1635
1635 - 1636
1636 - 1638
1638 - 1640
1640 - 1645
1645 - 1653
1653 - 1655
1655 - 1656
1656 - 1658

1640

1640 - 1646
1646 - 1650
1650 - 1653
1653 - 1660
1660 - 1661
1661 - 1663
1663
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Jacob Hustaart

Ryklof van Goens (third term)
Ryklof van Goens, junr
Laurens Py I

Thomas van Rhee

Gerrit de Heere

Comnelis Jan Simons

Hendrik Becker

Isaac Augustin Rumpf
Johannes Hertenberg

Petrus Vuyst

Stephanus Versluys

Jacob Christiaan Pielat
Diederik van Domburg :
Gustaaf Willem Baron van Imhoff
Willem Maurits Bruyninck
Daniel Overbeek

Julius V.S.van Gollenesse
Gerard Jan Vrcelandt

Johan Gideon Loten

Jan Schreuder

L.J.Baron van Eck

Iman Willem Falck

Willem J.Van de Graaf
J.G.Van Angelbeek

BRITISH GOVERNORS

The Hon.Frederick North
Sir Thomas Maitland

Sir Robert Brownrigg, Bart
The Hon.Sir Edward Paget
Sir Edward Barnes

1663 - 1664
1664 - 1675
1675 - 1680
1680 - 1692
1693 - 1697
1697 - 1703
1703 - 1707
1707 - 1716
1716 - 1723
1723 - 1726
1726 - 1729
1729 - 1732
1732 - 1734
1734 - 1736
1736 - 1739
1739 - 1742
1742 - 1743
1743 - 1751
1751 - 1752
1752 - 1757
1757 - 1762
1762 - 1765
1765 - 1785
1785 - 1794
1794 - 1796

1798 - 1805
1805 - 1811
1812 - 1820
1822 - 1823
1824 - 1831
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Sir Robert W.Horton, Bart
J.A.S Mackenzie

Sir Colin Campbell

Viscount Torrington

Sir G.W.Anderson

Sir Henry G.Ward

Sir Charles Justin MaCarthy
Sir Hercules G.R.Robinson
Sir William H.Gregory

Sir James R. Longden
TheHon.Sir Arthur H.Gordon
Sir Arthur E.Havelock

Sir J.West Ridgeway

Sir Henry Arthur Blake

Sir Henry E.M.Callum

Sir Robert Chalmers

Sir John Anderson

Sir William H.Manning

Sir Hugh Clifford

Sir Herberst J.Stanley

Sir Graeme Thomson

Sir Edward Stubbs

Sir Andrew Caldecott

Sir Henry Monck - Mason - Moore

GOVERNORS GENERAL

SIR HENRY MONCK MASON MOORE

VISCOUNT SOULBURY

SIR OLIVER E.GOONETILLEKE

WILLIAM GOPALLAWA

1831 - 1837
1837 - 1841
1841 - 1847

1847 - 1850

1850 - 1855
1855 - 1860
1860 - 1863
1865 - 1872

1872 - 1877 -
1877 - 1883
1883 - 1890
1890 - 1896
1896 - 1903
1903 - 1907
1907 - 1913
1913 - 1916

. 1916 - 1918

1918 - 1925
1925 - 1927
1927 - 1931
1931 - 1933
1933 - 1937
1937 - 1944
1944 - 1948

AD
1948 - 1949
1949 - 1954
1954 - 1962
1962 - 1972
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PRESIDENT
A-D
WILLIAM GOPALLAWA 1972 - 1978

EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT

1. JRJEYAWARDENA Feb 1978 to Dec 1988
2. RANASINGHA PREMADASA Dec 1988 to May 1993
3. DINGIRIBANDA WIJEYATUNGA May 1993 no 1994
4. Mrs.CHANDRIKA BANDARANAIKE
-KUMARADUNKA 15t Term Nov1994 to Dec 1999
5. Mrs.CHANDRIKA BANDARANAIKE
-KUMARATUNGA 2nd Term Dec 1999

PRIME MINISTERS

1. THE RT.HON.D.S.SENANAYAKE Sept. 1947 to Mar 1952
2. DUDLY.S.SENANAYAKE (1st Term) Mar. 1952 to Oct 1953
3. THE RT.HON. SIR JOHN KOTELAWELA Oct. 1953 to Apr 1956
4.5.W.R.D.BANDARANAIKE Apr. 1956 to Sep 1959
5.W.DAHANAYAKE Sep. 1959 to Mar 1960
6. DUDLY SENANAYAKE (2nd Term) - Mar. 1960 toJul 1960

7. MRS.SRIMAVO R.D. BﬂNDARANAII{E (1st Term)
Jul. 1960 to Mar 1965
8. DUDLY S.SENANAYAKE (3rd Term) = Mar. 1965 to Muy 1970
9. MRS.SRIMAVO R.D.BANDARANAIKE(2nd Term)
_ May. 1970 to Jul 1977

10. J.R.J EYAWARDENA Jul. 1977 to Feb 1978
11. RANASINGHA PREMADASA Feb. 1978 to Dec 1988
12. DINGIRI BANDA WIJEYATUNGA Dec. 1988 to May 1993
13. RANIL WICKREMA SINGHA May. 1993 to Aug 1994

14. MRS.CHANDRIKA BANDARANAIKE
-KUMARATUNGA Aug. 1994 to Nov 1994
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15. MRS.SRIMAVO R.D.BANDARANAIKE (3rd Term)
Nov.1994 to Aug2000
16. RATNASRI WICKRAMANAIKE Aug. 2000

POLITICAL ASSASINATIONS

1. S.W.R.D.BANDARANAIKE 25th Sept. 1959
2. RANJAN WIJEYARATNE 2nd March 1991
3. LALITH ATHULATH MUDALI 23rd April 1993
4. RANASINGHA PREMADASA 1st May 1993

5. GAMINI DISSANAYAKE 24th Set 1994

6. C.P.GUNARATNE 2000

COMPENDIUM OF EVENTS

1. NATIONAL FLAG was unfurfed by the Rt. Hon.Don.

Stephen Senanaike, Prime Minister on the 4 th day of February.

2. INDEPENDANCE DAY Commenced on the 4th day of February 1948.

3. POYA HOLIDAYS commenced on the 1st day of January, 1966.

4. REPUBLIC DAY Commenced on the 22nd day of May, 1972.

5. PRIME MINISTER FOR A THIRD TERM IN THE POLITICAL.
ARENA Dudley S.Senanayake and Mrs.Srimavo R.D.Bandaranayake
Became Prime Minister for a third term in the political arena.

6. FIRST CEYLON NATIONAL GOVERNOR -

General Sir Oliver E.Goonetilleke. 1954 - 1962

7. First Lady Prime Minister in The World
Mrs.Srimavo R.D.Bandaranaike 2 1st July 1960

8. First Lady Executive President in the World
Mrs.Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunke 12th Nov 1994
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AROUTTHE PURILISHER

(" a )

I know Mr.C.M.S Nathan
of king’s gardens, Kodikamam. He is a
retired public servent turned journalist.
He had a good record in tHe public set-

vice and I have no doubt that he will do
equally well as a journalist.

(DEVANESAN NESIAH)
DISTRICT SECRETARY
AND GOVT.AGENT.
JAFFNA DISTRICT.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE

I cannot express in words the value of the untiring effort
of Mr.Thambiah Sithamparapillai President of the Kaddaively -
Nelliady M.P.C.S.Ltd in getting this book printed with the cover
d651gn of the four religious denominations in Sri Lanka. [ am
most grateful to him indeed.

o C.M.S. Nathan
- = Nathan Publishers,
King's Gardens,
Kodikamam,
Sri Lanka.
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