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Ellalan

A great king called Ellalan was ruling “Anuradhapuram”
approximately 2200 years ago. He was a great warrior. He
* defeated many kings and became the king of the entire
kingdom of Ceylon.

He was considered as a well educated king. His neutral
standing in solving the problems was appreciated by the
people. He showed extra care in safeguarding the people.

Although Ellalan belonged to “Saiva” religion, he
safeguarded other religions as well. Even the buddhist monks
and clergymen of other religions praised him as “our king,
our king”.

He built many tanks to promote paddy cultivation.He
was the king who built the great tank called “Bawanik Kulam”
(Vavunikkulam).
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He was responsible for building many educational insti-
tutions and hospitals. He also gave money to educationists
and poets.

He ruled the country for a long period. A great war
erupted between Ellalan and the Sinhalese King Dutugamunu.
Knowing very well that he cannot win the war Dutugamunu
cowardly killed Ellalan.

Dutugamunu requested all people including Sinhalese
to respect the place where Ellalan was killed.

He also erected a monument to remember the Great

king Ellalan.

His fame spread all over the world.

N.B: In the old town of Anuradhapuram, the place where Ellalan was
killed is preserved and honored by passengers who pass that
place. Further research will solve many myths.
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Kulakkoddan

Kulakkoddan son of Manuneethi Kanda Cholan visited Sri
Koneswar Temple in Trincomalee about 1500 years ago. At
that time this Temple on the mountain was not in good
condition.

This famous temple was built with thousand pillars by
King ‘Rawana’ Hence it was called “ThadchanaKaylayam”.

Kulakkoddan was not happy about the condition of the
famous temple. He started renovating the buildings and
Gopuram.

Not only did he renovate the whole temple, but also
donated the revenue from several paddy fields indefinitely
to cover the cost of conducting the daily poojahs.

He constructed a huge tank called “Kanthalai” to irrigate
the paddy fields.

To cultivate the paddy fields he established a colony with
50 Vanni families. He built the tank and the temple together.
Hence he was respectfully named “Kulakkoddan”

This temple built on the mountain which was 360 feet
high was completely demolished by the Portugese in the
17th century. With the stones from the demolished temple
they built a fort called “Fort Feradick”.

In 1845 sanctified idols of ‘Koneswar ‘ were discovered in
Thampalakamam. Later in1950 more idols were discovered
including the “Suyambulingam”.

N.B: Koneswar Temple and Fort Fedrick are still under army,
occupation. More archeological research will reveal many
new findings.
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Pandaravanniyan

Nearly 500 years ago “Panangamam” was ruled by a King
called “Pandaravanniyan’, his full name being Kulasaegaram
Vairamuthu Pandaravanniyan. He rose against the English
regime along with the other Kings of Kandy who also fought
against the English army.

When the English army tried to capture the Kingdom of
Kandy, King Pandaravanniyan gave his support to the Kings
of Kandy. The Englishmen were unable to capture Kandy.
However they were waiting for an opportunity to capture
Vanni and made secret plans.

A Vanniyan named Kakkai Vanniyan from Karipattu
moolai gave vital information to the Englishmen in return
for monetary gains. With the help of Kakkai Vanniyan the
English army built a fort in Mullaitivu. Pandaravanniyan got
angry and attacked this fort.The English army lost the battle
and shamefully retreated to Jaffna in their boats.

In this war Kumarasekara Mudaliyar and his friends were
hanged because they gave secret information to the English
army. The place where they were hanged was named as
“Thookku Maraththaddy”

After this battle, the English army planned a three
pronged attack. From Trincomalee Captain Edward’s
battalion, from Jaffna Leitunant John Jewel’s battalion and
from Mannar Captain Von Dreberg’s battalions were to head
towards Vanni. Pandaravanniyan was expecting a two
pronged attack. The battalion from Mannar was covered by
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the traitor Kakkai Vanniyan. Unexpectedly Pandaravanniyan
was defeated when he was asleep.

At Katchilaimadu there is a stone inscription to say that,
“Pandaravanniyan was defeated on 31st October 1803

by Captain Von Dreberg”. After this major attack Pandara
Vanniyan was engaged in some secret attacks. In 1811 with
the help of Kandy Thisawa he started the attack. The English
army started the three pronged attacks again.

The battalion from Trincomalee was attacked by Lady
Nallanachan Vannichi. The battalion from Mannar was at-
tacked by Pandaravanniyan’s younger sister Umachiya
Vannichi. The battalion from Jaffna was opposed by Pandara
vanniyan at Mankulam. Heavy fighting went on for several
days. At the Uddayavoor battle Pandaravanniyan was in-
jured, and he was taken to Pannamgamam. He died the fol-

lowing day.

Pandaravanniyan’s death at the age of 34 was informed
to his lover Kuruvichi Nachiyar. Kuruvichi Nachiyar and
his sister Nallanachan Nachiyar ate the poisonous Karthikai
yam to embrace death.

Pandaravanniyan who fought bravely to wipe out the
foreigners was a great hero. At Kumullamunai his land and
well are still preserved. His statue is found in Vavuniya.

N.B: Vanni is the birth place of warriors. Every Tamil should rere-
search our heritage.
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Sangili I

Among the many Tamil Kings who ruled Jaffna Sangili 1
was considered as an important King because he fought with
the Dutch and the Portuguese.

Sangili Segarajasaegaran ruled Jaffna about 450 years
ago.

In those days as a rule, any ship washed to the shore of
Mannar or Jaffna would be confiscated by the Jaffna
kingdom. Under this rule Sangili was able to capture many
Portuguese ships.

A Portuguese commander called Alphenso de Souza
wanted to stop this act and made an order to control Sangili.
He wanted Sangili to obey his orders.

At the same time, some Hindus in Mannar became Cath-
olics. When Sangili came to know about this he punished
those who had changed their religion.

In the Sinhalese land Prince “Mayadunnae” also rose
against the Portuguese and fought against the Portuguese
along with Sangili. Both Kings were getting support from
Thanchai in South India.

The Portuguese were awaiting an opportunity to punish
Sangili. A Portuguese commander called “Constantine de
Piraganza” collected a large battalion of soldiers and reached
Colombu Thurai in Jaffna.

The Portuguese destroyed all the castles of Sangili in
Nallur. Sangili fled to Kopay.The Portuguese pursued him to
Kopay. So Sangili went into hiding in Vanni .
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When the Portuguese captured Jaffna, the citizens began
to revolt against them. They started to kill the Portuguese. A
big revolution started everywhere. King Sangili came back
to Nallur and regrouped his scattered soldiers. King Sangili
fought with Portuguese ferociously.

The Portuguese could not fight with King Sangili and
his people. They got into their ships and fled away. It was
the courageous ‘Peoples revolution’ that saved the Jaffna
Kingdom.
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Sangili 11

After the death of Sangili Segarajasaegaran, Puvirasapan-
daram was ruling with “Segarajasaegaran” as his title name.
Puvirasapandaram also had to fight with the Potuguese.
After the death of Puvirasapandaram, Periyapillai was ruling
with the help of the Potuguese. He was ruling with “Segara-
jasaegaran” as his title name.

The war with Portuguese continued. After several King’s
rule King Ethirmannasingan took the power. He became the
puppet of the Portuguese. Further more he did not show any
interest in the day to day administration of the Kingdom. All
the Tamil leaders were unhappy about this situation.

Different leaders began to recruit soldiers. They also
asked help from Thanchai King Achuthappa Nayakkar from
South India . They even requested the King of Kandy for
support. Ethirmannasingan secretaly passed this informa-
tion to the Portuguese. As a result Thanchai King’s battalion
was defeated by the Portuguese.
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When Ethirmannasingan’s son was three years old, he
passed away. Ethirmannasingan’s brother Arasa kaesari
Pandaram took the power as a government care taker. With-
in the government circle a member called “Sangili Kumaran”
killed Arasakaesari Pandaram and took the power. As the
Portuguese opposed this act, Sangili Kumaran paid the taxes
imposed by the Portuguese. The Portuguese approached
him when he did not fulfil his earlier promises.

For some time Sangili Kumaran was hiding in Kayts.
His queens appealed to Thanchai King for help. Sangili
Kumaran regained his throne with the help of Thanchai
King.

Tamil people were not satisfied with Sangili Kumaran’s
rule. Further more they did not respect the Portuguese.
Sangili Kumaran was supporting the King of Kandy. In addi-
tion to this he started communicating with Dutch. The
Portuguese got very angry at this move and sent a battalion
with the commander “Phillip de Oliveera” Sangili also
recruited soldiers. The great war went on for several days.
Sangili was defeated and captured. He was taken to Goa in
India. Jaffna came under the rule of Portuguese and that was -
the end of Tamil Kings rule.
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Ukkirasinghan

Nearly about 2000 years ago, Tamils were living happily in
the island called Eelam(Ceylon).

ManyTamils were living in the northern part of the
island Eelam.

King Ukkirasinghan was ruling this land with Kanthar-
oddai as his capital city. He was able to control the other
small kings.
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During this time in south India, the daughter of Chola
king “Maruthapuravigavalli” was suffering from a disease
because she was born with a face of horse.

After examining her a saint said that there is a holy fresh
water stream in the northern part of the island Eelam called
Keerimalai. He said that if she takes a bath in that stream her
disease will get cured.

So Maruthapuravigavalli and some of her followers
came to the island Eelam. She was staying in a place called
Kumarathipallam. She was taking bath in this fresh water
stream daily. She regained the human face and her disease
got cured.

King Ukkirasinghan also came to this stream to take bath.
He saw the princess and admired her beauty. He requested
the princess to marry him. After several agitations their mar-

riage took place.
ey
With the help of fathe: - .-Maruthapuravigavallibrought
a statue of Lord Muruga- (Kankaeyan) from South India to
the northern harbor. Hence that region came to be known

as “Kankesanthurai”.

The place where Maruthapuravikavalli was living and
the famous temple Kanthaswamy Kovil was built was called
“Maviddapuram”, meaning the place where the face of the
horse left Maruthapuravikavalli.

On the western side of the Kanthaswamy Kovil there is
a huge Gopuram with Chola sculptures. This is the highest
Gopuram in the northern part of Eelam.
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Maviddapuram, Keerimalai, and Kankesanthurai are
now under the Sri Lankan Army rule.

N.B: Keerimalai Nagulaeswar Temple, Krishna Temple on the hill of

Keerimalai and the cave near the sea coast require further ar-
chaeological research,
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Yallppanan

About 2100 years ago, a blind poet by the name “Kaviveera-
ragavan” was living in Thondai land. He was very capable of
playing the musical instrument “yar]l”. Once he had a quarrel
with his wife and told her that he was going to “Eella man-
dalam” She laughed at him and said, “Are you going to get
an elephant and a fertile land”.

Kaviveeraragavan — Yarlpaaddi left in a boat to Eelam
with some of his friends. He reached the Kingdom of
Anuradhapuram and waited to see the King Ellalan. King
Ellalan treated Yarlpaadi behind a curtain. Yarlpaadi sang a
beautiful song and performed on his yarl. King Ellalan was
impressed with his performance and removed the curtain to
praise Yarlpaadi.

King Ellalan heard his story and conceded to his request.
Yarlpaadi was given a piece of land called “Mannatti” an
Elephant, a pallakku and some servants. He worshiped the
king and proceeded towards “Manatti”. Yarlpaadi was used
to having his meals after performing “Siva poojah”, While
the servants were carrying him in the pallakku, Yarlpaadi
asked for a place which had a tamarind tree. They walked
a long distance and said “Pulliyadi, Pulliyadi” whenever
he asked for the place. At last they kept the pallakku un-
der a tamarind tree. That place was later named, “Pallakku
Pulliyadi”.

After traveling for several days Yarlpaadi reached Man-
natti. He built a castle for him at Nallur and houses for his
friends.
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After a few days Yarlpaadi went back to Thondai land.
His wife came and bowed down at his feet and begged for
pardon. Yarlpaadi told his wife that in future he would never
leave her.

Yarlpaadi went to see King Thondaiman in South India
and requested for some clever ministers and soldiers. Later
Yarlpaadi, his wife, ministers and some settlers came back to
Jaffna. On an auspicious day he was crowned as the King of
Jaffna.
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He named his land as “Yallppanam” and gave the newly
formed village Puttur to his minister Sethirayan. He tested
the lands and water resources to cultivate paddy. Both Yallp-
panan (Yarlpaadi)and Sethirayan were well educated. They
ruled Jaffna with good discipline and morality. The official
flag of Jaffna was a Yarl flag. He ruled Jaffna for more then 70
years until his death.

N.B: There are many interesting stories related to the Jaffna Kings.
Many archaeological treasures are yet to be exposed. Some re-

cords are preserved out side Sri-Lanka. There are more avenues
for scientific research.
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The Last King of Kandy:
‘Sri Vickramarajasingan’

The great last king of Kandy was Sri Vickrama Rajasingan.
After the death of Sri Rajathi Rajasingan without heir, Sri,
Vickramarajasingan was crowned as the King in 1780. He
was ruling the country from Kandy in the central province.
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Sri Vickramarajasingan belongs to the Madurai Nayak-
kar family of South India. Before his coronation he was
called as Prince Kanthasamy. Although Queen Upenthira
Ammah had the full right for coronation, the chief minister
of the Kingdom Pilimathalawa purposely crowned Prince
Kanthasamy thinking that he will be crowned later. As a re-
sult Sri Vickramarajasingan had to face many coups and
conspiracies.

Even though the English army captured the coastal prov-
inces from the Dutch they did not interfere with the Kandian
Kingdom. However there were frequent small scale wars be-
tween the Dutch and the French companies in Trincomalee
and Batticaloa.

The Chief minister Pilimathalawa made secret plans with
the English army. In 1815 Kandy came under the rule of the
English. Sri Vickramarajasingan was captured and taken to

-the fort at Vellur in South India. His two queens received an
allowance from the British government for their living. On
January 30 th of 1832, Sri Vickramarajasingan died of water
disease at the age of 52,

Even though many rumours prevailed during the rule
of Sri Vickramarajasingan, Tamil language was given its due
respect. All high ranking officers placed their signatures in
Tamil. After the British invasion, Kandian constitution was
published in three languages and exhibited.

N.B: It is said that the 'Kandian Perahara' was inaugurated by Tamil

Kings. A combined research on South Indian history may reveal
the actual facts,
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English Books

1

The Early History of Ceylon, G.C.Merdis, Asian Educational
Services, Madras, (1932) 1992.

2. Primary Sources for History of The Sri Lankan Tamils: A
World-wide Search, Dr. Murugar Gunasingam, MV Publications
for The South Asian Studies Centre, Sydney, 2005.

Web sites

1.  www.tamilsuma.net

www.trincoonline.com
www.jaffnaroyalfamily.org/historical-images
WWW.5angam.org

www.tamilcanadian.com
www.naguleswaram.org

N U R m

www.araichi.net

Addresses of the Libraries and Archives

(From Primary Sources for History of The Sri Lankan Tamils:
A World-wide Search, Dr. Murugar Gunasingam)

1.

a4

P

Public Library, Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

National Archives of Sri Lank1, 7 Reid Avenue, Colombo 7,
Sri Lanka.

National Museum Library of Sri Lanka, Colomio 7, Sri Lanka.

The Library of the Royal Asiatic Society of Sri La.ka,
Anandakumaraawany Mawatha,Colombo 7, Sri L anka.

Tamil Sankam Library, Colombo, No. 7, 57th Lane, Colombo 6,
Sri Lanka.

Arumuga Navalar Saivapirakasa School, Chithamparam, Tamil
Nadu.

Arumuga Navalar Press, Chennali, India.

Gnanapirakasar-Temple und Lake, Chithamparam, Tamil Nadu,
India.

Goverment Archives in Goa, Rua De Ourem, Fontainhas, Panaji,
Goa, India.
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

15.
16.

17:
18.
1.
20.
21.
22;
23.
24,

25.
26.

Fpsdler op’ A yfiss feo sl werariser

National Archives-Lisbon, Arquivo Historica Ultramaria (AHU),
Calcada Da Boa, Hora, Lisboa, Portugal.

National Archives of Netherlands, Prins Willem-Alexanderhofzo,
The Hauge, Netherlands.

British Library, 96 Buston Road, St. Pancras, London.

British National Archives, Kew Gardens, Richmond, Surrey TW9
4DG.

Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 27-28 Russell Square,
University of London, London WC1B SDS.

Bodleian Library, University of Oxford, Oxford, England.

Rhodes House Library, South Park Road, University of Oxford,
Oxford, England.

School of Oriental and African Studies(SOAS), University of
London, Malet Streetm London WCIE 7HP.

Royal Commonwealth Society, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC 2N5B].

Foreign and Commonwealth Office,Cornwall House, Stamford
Street, London SE1 9NS.

Centre for South Asian Studies, Laundress Lane, University of
Cambridge, Cambridge CB3 9DR, England.

University of Heidelberg, South Asian Institute Library,
Im Neuenheimer Feld 330, 69120 Heidelberg, Germany.

University of Cologne,Institute of Indology and Tamil Studies,
Pohligstrasse, D- 50969, Germany.

State Archives of Glarus, Landdesachir, Postgasse 29, 8750
Glarus, Switzerland.

The American Foreign Mission, The Congregational Library, 14
Beacon St, Boston, Mass, 02108, USA.

Houghton Library,University of Harvard, Boston, USA.

Bibliotheque National de France, 58 Rue de Richelieu, 75084,
Paris, France.
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