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Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope on Tamil

“The speech of a dying people may, perhaps, be
allowed to die; but this cannot be said of the Tamil
race. Heaven forbid! Dead languages have great uses. Ewven
in their ashes live their wonted fires. De Mortius Nil
Nisi Bonum! Yet, in many ways, the living tongues are
better! One cannot tell but flowers may yet bloom, but
fruits may yet ripen, on the hardy old trees. Let Tamilians
cease to be ashamed of their vernacularl’™

Dr. G. U. Pope on Thiruvasagam

“One touch of nature makes the whole world Kin,
and no one can read the sage’s verses without profound
emotion. Scarcely ever has the longing of the human soul
for purity and peace and divine fellowship found worthier

expression.”’
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“In beauty of thought and expressim_l stanza 9 and 19 iz
considered a gem in Thiruvachakam. It is the prayer of love.
The damsels bow to serve none but the true devotees of the

Lard...... ““The poet uses symbols and practices prevalent in his
time to convev his thoughts and feelings on one of the most
‘entrancing manifestations of the Lord's grace.”” He reveals in

this lyric the profundity of his great Vision. Like Blake he had
to speak the meaning of efernity in the language of his time,,
consistent with the religious practices of his day.”
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| Thiruvasagamany K. M. Balasubramaniam

on Saint Manicavasagar

“First Great distinguished feature of Manicavasagar is his
universality of appeal. A Tamilian saivaite as well as an alien
Christian, a profound scholar as well as an ignorant simpleton-cach
one of these feels attracted to Manicavasagar in ons respect or
other. He is capable of invoking their souls and lifting unawares

air of disarming charm and inspiring divinity in him which
take foreigness und strangers captive. This quality is not found
in the other three cannonised saints.”
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Ramachandra Deekshitar on Thiruvasagam

*“Thiruvasagam relates an autobiographical stary of the
different stages of Manicavasagars spiritual life and experience
which ultimately enabled him to attain bliss incffable and
gternal, It is a torrential outflow of ardeat religions
feetings and emotions in  raptutous songs and melodies.
The work may be regarded 4s a convenient hand book on
mystical theology.’

“In no literaturs with which 1 am acguainted has
the individual religious life-its struggles and dt,jectlons, its
hopes and Fears, its confidence and triumph rteceived a
deineation more frank and profound.

Sir Charles Elliot —_ HINDUISM
&
BUDDHISM
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Dr. R. D. Ranade on Thiruvasagam

# Thiruvasagam makes available to the people of Tamil

Nadu the same pathway tc the godhead even as the Upanishads
do. If there is a distinction, it is this-the Upanishads state

the proposition, the Thiruvasegam furnishes the proof. ”
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