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The late Mr. P. KANDIAH, M. A. (cantab)
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FROM THE EDITOR

<

This issue of The Miscellany was to be out in December,
this year. The sudden death of Mr. Kandiah, foundsr—patron
of the Union Society 1952-1955, has necessitated its early
publication. We wish to honour his memory by publishing
it on the 3lst day of his death.

The late Mr. P. Kandiah was a healthy antidote in the
political life of Ceylon. He campaigned for freecdom when
Ceylon was a colony. He campaigned for socialism when a
capitalist government was in power. He campaigned for
communal harmony when there was bitter communal hatred. He
did not take the easy way in politics; perhaps, this caunsed ‘his
early death. History will record that he hastened the pace of
progressive thinking and legislation in Ceylon. The measure
of social justice conceded by the powers that be is the
consequence of the pioneering opposition efforts of leaders
like P. Kandiah. He was the first Tamil Leftist M. P. He
was to us, Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe and Dr. N. M. Perera
combined in one. He is a landmark on Ceylon's road to
Socialism. We are proud of him. We mourn his loss.

We regret we have given little or no spac-e to articles
of general interest. We owe an explanation for our in-
activity during the past few years. Culture cannot be born
in times of anarchy. To those gentlemen who have contri-
buted articles, we wish to convey our thanks and deep
appreciation of their courtesy. :
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WHAT THEY SAID OF HIM IN PARLIAMENT

unsung hero....

“Please permit me to pay a humble tribute to the
memory of the late Mr. P. Kandiah, who may well be called
one of the unsung heroes of Parliament. Mr. Kandiah
became a Member of Parliament at the time that Mr. Ban-

daranaike formed his government, and he was, throughcut .

his career, in the epposition.

“T remember listening to his speech in the course of
the Budget Debate a few years ago, and having listened to
that speech of his, I immediately anmounced, in my capacity
as Minister of Education, that there would be a commission
to go into University affairs. The late Mr. Kandiah made
such a convincing and prolonged spsech on that occasion
that he tvoked the praise of one and all.”

Mr. W, Dahanayake
Leader of the L. P. P,

g man of cubture....

“Mr. Kandiah was a loyal member and an ardent worker
of the Communist Party of Ceylon. But he never allowed
his party allegiance te undermine his personal {riendship
with people who differed from him in ideology.

“He was a man of culture and an interesting conver-
sationalist to whom it was a pleasure to speak to, We
bemoan his loss.”

Mr, S. J. V. Chelvanayagam
Leader of the F. P,
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ol convinced communist...

*1 knew him when he was librarian of the University.
He was one of the few experts we had in the country in
that particular field.........

“He was always helpful whatever the political ideas he
had. He was a convinced communist and lived up to his
convictions, It is a remarkable tribute to the character of
the man that, knowing his days were numbered, he stil]
persisted in his line of active political work. He might
have taken life a little more easy and perhaps lived a little
longer, but he did not think life was worth living that way,
and so he did not give up his active political life. That,
of course, ensured his untimely death......

“It is characteristic of him that' he carefully worked
out his ideas before he made his speeches here, and there-
fore it was a pleasure to listen to his well - thought - out,
well-arranged arguments, all directed towards a logical ¢on-
clusion, Some of the best contributions made in this House
in recent years came from Mr. Kandiah. He was not such
a forceful speaker, but in his own -way he was very

(1]

PETSUASIVe.eane

Dr. N. M. Perera
Leader of the L. 8. 8. P.

..greatly ‘respected...

“During the period in which he was a Member of this
Legislature he made several valuable contributions to the
debates of this House, It was a pleasure to listen to his
speeches in this House as they were characterized by
careful and specialized study of the subjects on which he
chose to speak. He was greatly respected as a critic whose
contributions particularly during the Budget Debates and
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on economic subjects were listened to with attention by
Members of this House. Mr. Kandiah will be remembered
by his colleagues in this House for his integrity and
idealism.” ,

The Hon Mr C P. de. Silva
Leader of the House

. @ man himself....

- “I think this House will realize that the political
opinions of Mr. Kandiah were the complete antithesis of
the opinions I hold, but I would like to place on record
that I have had the most sincere respect for Mr. Kandiah.
I am proud to feel that I was a friend of his in this
House and that he visited me on several occasions, I would
like to place on record my own very deep and personal
sense of loss in the death of Mr. Kandiah. It has nothing
to do with politics. He was a man himself. Whenever he
spoke, ene could feel that he was so sincere that you respected
the opinions he expressed even though you did not agree
with himei.... )

Mr. R. Singleton-Salmon
Appointed M. P,

..the supreme sacrifice....

“On this occasion, words fail me to express the deep
emotion which I feel. Mr. Kandiah was not only a leader
of my party but also a founder member of it. For several
years Mr. Kandiah struggled against what appeared to be
almost insurmountable obstacles to lay the foundations of
the party, to make it possible to founda progressive party,
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“He was physically not strong, but he . had always a
desire and the great urge to be in active politics, to be
an active trade union worker, and for open political agita-
tion although it meant endangering his very life. When we
decided that because of his health, it was essential for him
not to take part in active politics in order to conserve
his energy and lead a quieter life, it was not possible for
s to resist his indomitable courage.

“1 remember, when this question was posed, he gavea
typical answer for which we could not find an answer. He
said, “If one does not see the right thing, then you are
only blind. But if one sees the right and denies it, then
you become corrupt.” That was what he said when there
was commual strife and racial antagonism at its worst..

“Although knowing very well that political activity may
shorten his life, he thought that duty to his people was
of the utmost importance, and he paid the supreme sacrifice
for ifee...”

Dr S. A. Wickremasinghe
Leader of the C. P.

*

WHAT HE SAID IN PARLIAMENT

“He saw it steadily and saw il whole'”

“At different times history poses different guestions on
which depend the life of a community or country. When
this country won its political freedom, I say that the next
question of "decisive importance for the cpuntry was the
question of economic development. We must take those
measures which will so promote the economic wellare of the
country, that it will reinforce the political independence
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and the welfare and happiness of ths people. Any other
questions that confront us mnst bes solved in the context of
this supremely important and decisive question of the economic
development of the country. The language question is one

such question.”
Debate on the Address, May 4th 1956

Perspectives for Peradeniya

“'This raises the larger guestion of University autonomy
on which I should like to say a few words. The concept of
University autenomy has been given an artificial and wun-
usual meaning by the first policy makers in the country,
I shall state briefly the usual point of view prevailing in a
democratic society. In modern societies the University has
to play a role of crucial importance. A country. looks to
its Unjversity to continue, with vigour and without re-
striction, the search for knowledge and the education and
training of increasing numbers of men and women {rom alj
classes of the community. It is on these advances of know-
ledge and on the energy, initiative and directive capacity,
courage and vision of its young graduates that the economic
future of a country largely depends. It is for this reason
that gevernments subsidise parfly or wholly the develop-
ment of Universities. It is for this reason also that govern-
ments seek to ensure that University development, in its
essentials, is an integrated part of the country’s total economic
development. Briefly; a University derives its right to exist
from the contribution it makes to the community from which
it draws its material and moral resources. It is part and
parcel of the community. No community or government can
encourage and even tolerate an autonomous pocket which is
parasitic and which is out of harmony with a country’s deve-
lopment.”

Debate on Appropriation Bill,
Grants to the University of Ceylon,
12-8-57
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Faor the Tamils: What next?

“This special position of a minority in regard to its langa-
age and culture can be acknowledged in various, different
ways. The language of the minerity is accorded a legal
position where it occupies the same position in relation to
the people who speak it as does the language of the majority
to those whe speak it; that is, both are accorded the status
of official Janguages of the people who speak it. Both Sinha-
lese and Tamil will be official languages, though in pratice
Sinhalese as the language of the majority will naturally pre-
dominate.

“In socialist democratic countries, the position is streng-
thened by conceding to the minerity full autonomy in the
field of development of its language and culture. This is
further guaranteed, wherever physically possible, by the pre-
servation of an area where sucha minority will be a major
part of the population. Where such area is preserved, auto-
nomy over a wider field of administration is given to the
minorities. These are the various ways, varying from country
to country, from one social order to another, in which the
unity of a couniry inhabited by more than one linguistic
group is maintained on the basis of democracy. ”

Debate on the Address
2nd July 1958

In defence of democratic rights and_liberlies

“Mr. Speaker, it is a sign of the tragedy of the times
we live in that we are once again meeting in a new session
in the midst of a deep and disturbing national erisis
of unprecedented gravity. Most of our democratic rights
and liberties have been curtailed or denied. Hon. Members
of this House, Members of the Federal Party which repre-
sents and speaks for a considerable section of the Tamil
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people, have been restrained by the Government from
attending these Sessions. No democrat, whatever his poli-
tical party, cam refrain from condemning this major assault
on the freedom of Members of Parliament and on the
sovereignty of this Legislature. Hon. Members who are
members of the Federal Party have a right to be here. Theit
right is as mmch, no less, and as sacred as the right of
the Members opposite to sit there and function as a Govern-
ment. The same democratic processes that brought Memibers
of the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna here have also brought
Members of the Federal Party here. They have a right to
speak, unrestrained and ungagged, on behalf of the people
they represent. No Government has any right to deny
them, or any Hon. Member of this House, the freedom to
perform their parliamentary daties. That freedom can be
denied only by a court of justice in any proceeding arising
out of an offence against the law. I do solemny protest
against , this Government’s arbitrary action.”

Debate on the Emergency, July 2nd 1958

»*

HOW OTHERS SAW HIM

His Universities were London, Cambridge,
Oxford and the Sorbonne

Kandiah’s scholarship could have been the envy of any-
one in this country. His Universities were London, Cambridge,
Oxford and the Sorbonne. He was an Orientalist whose company
and conversation Lyn Ludowyk enjoyed, evidently without
reservations. As a student of history and economics he was
equal to the best among us who had made a special study
of these subjects. He always read with intensity and dis-
crimination, and kept 6n reading to the very last.

Kandiah’s politics again, was very extraerdinary for these
parts. For the extent and degrec of personal sacrifices, for
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unflinching loyalty, for sheer dcgged persistence against
odds, and for the unique nature of the success when success
came, one can hdrdly think of anything similar; ;

Yet, one' was' conscious neither of his scholarship  nor
of his 'pelitics:when one was with Kandiah. It -was the
breezy freshmess of “his' personality, with its wveneer of
childlike inndcence, with its almost feminine charms, with
its most attractively adolescent enthusiasms and despairs,
with its sudden bursts of passionate love and also of hatred,
that insinuated itself and took complete possession of you.
Those of us who have been po&.seﬂsed in this way, will
always remember Kandiah with gratitude, ‘ :

S. Sivapathasundaram
Principal, Paramesvara Gollege

He served M k;ﬂipdy, Hindu

Mr. Kandiah had thrown up h15 Unwerelty ]ob and lost
the '52 elections. He had to mark time until the next
clections, When many others hesitated, because of the Com-
munist bogey, Manipay Hindu College considered it a prlvﬂege
to have him, even if only temporarily. He suffered ‘froma
congenital defect in his heart and had been'through a strendous$
election capaign. These did not deter him from engaging
with zest in his new life. His whole being radiated confidence
and infused it in those who ‘came  ‘within~ his orbit. Theé
Union Society and ‘the Miscellany, its organ, both of. which
he inaugurated gave our Senior students-the€ benefit of his
invigorating influence. It is very significant that he has
been the cause, even after his death, for the resumption of
the “Miscellany” which lapsed when he left us to enter the
House of Parliament in 1956.

His presence on our staff sent up our stock. This was
reinforced by his magic touch in the classroom to produce
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cent per ‘cent results in subjects where passes had been very
low previously. Some misinformed people tried to make out
that he used his position to spread communism in the school.
I must say this to his credit and to the credit of other
Communist friends that if ever they influenced students in
their charge to their own way of thinking it was through
the regard and esteem they earned by their efficiency and
devotion to duty and not by any other means.

The College Library underwent a transformation under
his care. He loved books so much that he would not spare
himself to see that they were cared for in the proper way.
Our present Library which he built up almost from scratch
bears testimony to his labsur of love.

As a Member of Parliament he served the people as no
other elected representative in these parts had done hitherto.
He used to tell his friends that as an M. P. he found his
fulfilment, however taxing it was to his physique. It is sad
to think that his demise was perhaps hastened by the thought
that his service was not appreciated by his people.

He respected sincerity and débpibed the lack of it with
all his, bemg whether it was found in the lowliest or the
Il‘llghf‘!t‘bt He had little patience with fools and much less
with knaves. These, quahtles of his estranged not a few.

He believed i living wall, and- this good living, he firmly
believed, could be brought within the reach of everyone by
the proper art of Government. To this end he worked
heéart and soul unto his last.-

K. Muthuvetpillai
Principal §
Manipay Hindu Coilege
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A landmark on the people’s roud to socialism

P. Kandiah lived in a social and historical era: that is
now almost over. Born inte an orthodox Hindu {family,
getting the benefit of the best possible education that the
colonial order could provide at that time, he chose to re-
ject the values which imperialism might have instilled in legs
sensitive minds and strove to establish new values in Leep-
ing with the aspirations of his people. :

~As a young undergraduate in the Ceylon University College
of the early thirties he was noted fer his fery nationalism
and undaunted spirit. Although frail in body, he had the .
courage of his convictions and he never for one moment
feared to face the wrath of the colonial bureaucracy which
always obstructed the growth of a spirit of nationalism among
students. Graduating from the University College, he proceeded
to England on a Government scholarship. It wasin England
that his troubled and at times uncontrollable spirit found
solace in the philosophy of Marxism. He was quickly drawn
into the anti-imperialist anti-fascist movements among colonial
students in England at that time and, in due course;, he
joined the Communist Party of Great Britain. - !

On his return from England he joined with others to
form what was then called the United Socialist Party and
what has now become the Ceylon Communist Party. For a
time during the early forties he was a visitimg lecturer in
the University College and during this period he gathered
round himself a batch of undergraduates, some of whom are
leading members of the Communist Party today. Political
activities even by University dons was frowned upon by the
authorities those days and Kandiah had soon to leave the
University College. This did not damp his spirit one bit.
He at once threw himseli into the work of the Ceylon Trade
Union Federation, But work in trade unions is “arduous,
and Kandiah’s physique was not equal to the task. Til health
compelled him to leave the trade union movement and fof
a time. he Iwed m Vadamaladr*hl It was durmg this period
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that’ he edited the paper * Kesari’ which played an import-
ant part in rousing the radical national sentiment of the
¥outh in the Northern Province. B

The end of the Second World War ushered in a slightly
liberal climate in the Ceylon University and Kandiah was
able to re-enter it as Assistant Librarian. Once again he
gathered a batch of undergraduates round himself and again
the University high-brows frowned upon this activities. The
general elections of 1947 brought Kandiah temporarily back
to the Northern Province as Communist candidate for Point
Pedro. Again the task that confronted lum was an excepts
mna]ly difficult one. '

In the . traditionally conservative, caste-ridden Pt. Pedro
jt*le(;’torate he had to face .the full might of the Tamil
Cengress led by G. G. Ponnambalam, then at the height
of..his popularity. Kandiah did not flinch from this task.
He. stood-up to. the Tamil Congress and, although defeated,
established a. considerable following for the Communist Party
iy the Northern Prowvince. Returning to the University
after the election he continued his political work among
the students, At the same time he also began to expose
the corruption that prevailed within the University adminis-
tration, The University authorities noted this and took
their revenge when he decided to contest the Pt. Pedro
seat in fhe general elections of 1952. They refused to
grant him leave to contest the clection and, on his pro-
ceedmg to. contest without leave, they discontinued him from
his post as, Asmstant Librarian.

kan_diah’s position after the general eclections of 1952
was a very difficult one. He failed to win the election
and he was also without employment. In addition the strain
of the election campaign told on his health, He suffered
his first heart attack soon after the elections. Weaker
people than he would hdive chosen to give up the unequal
struggle, but Kandiah did otherwise. He joined thé 'staff
of Manipay Hindu College and continued his political acti-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



13

vities in Northern Province and was a prominent member
of the Jaffna District Committee of the Communist Party.
Those who came into intimate contract with him during
this period knew well that his days as an active politicaf
worker were numbered. Yet, almost an invalid, he contested the
Pt. Pedro seat in the 1956 elections and triumphed, thus
becoming the first leftist to enter the Legislature from the
Tamil areas. It is not necessary to refer to-the achievements
of Kandiah as a Member of Parliament in this article - for
Members of Parliament belonging to all parties have already
paid their tributes. His clarity of mind, his ability to
approach  problems in a non-doctrinnaire and  objective
manner and sublime humanism, wen the admiration of even
his political enemies.

Kandiah’s final and suprems act of heroism came in
March 1960, Few people knew the state of his health at
that time. He was virtually bed-ridden. Still undaunted
he contested the election as Communist candidate for
Udupiddy. There can be no doubt that in so doing Kandiah
was fully conscious of the fact that he was shortening his
own life; Yet his devotion to his cause was such that he
thought that the cause was more important than his life.
The life of P. Kandiah will undoubtedly be remembered by
all progressive people as a shining example of devotion and
sacrifice - a landmiark on the people’s read to Socialism:

I. R, Ariaratnum

. A Practical %’dedlish. gL

The late Mr. P, Kandjah was undoubtedly a great man
in every sense of the word. He has carved for himself a
niche in the temple of fame. His speeches, in Parliament
have rightly been acclaimed as some of the best ever. His
outstanding contribution to the public and political life of
this country is common knowledge.
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I had the privilege of knowing the late Mr. Kandiak
rather intimately for a long time. From his early days he
was known for his sturdy independence and intellectual
honesty. The sterling qualities of head and heart that he
possessed endeared him to all those who came in contact
with him, A scholar of no mean repute, he forsook the
prospects of a secure job and comfortable living that his
educational achievements held out for him and plunged into
public life.

He pursued the ideals he set for himself with singular
devotion and unflagging interest. Despite failing health he
was very unsparing with himself. Frail in frame, he put
in a prodigious amount of work in the cause of what he
believed in. It may be said of him that he ‘filled the
unforgiving minute with sixty seconds worth of distance

¥

run’,

Simplicity was the hall mark of his life. He combined
in himself the philosephy of the East with the spirit of
adventure. of the West. He was an idealist; but was
practical enough not to be content with mere dreams,

Thoroughness was another ' characteristic of his genia]
nature. Having made up his mind on any matter, after
due consideration, he pursped it with a single-minded devo-
tion. He was most uncompromising as far as the ideals
which were close to his heart were concerned. He mnever
suffered fools gladly nor encouraged sycophants and knaves
around him, He was never in two minds as to what he
should do in any given circumstance. He knew his mission
‘fn life and was unflinching in its pursuit.

" The sad and untimely demise of Mr, Kandiah has ¢reated
a void in the public life of this country which is hard to
fill. G ' .
M. Sivasithamparam
M. P. Udupiddi.
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The Kandiah Era atNelliady Central

When any future educationist reviews the recent history
of ‘Nelliady Central College he might aptly refer to it as
the *Kandiah era’. He was the central figure behind the
entive development of the college,

He gave it shape. In the five year period prior to 1960,
a 3-acre playground was acquired at a cost of over alakh,
Two hostels one each for boys and girls were put up. A 14-
classroom block also was completed and opened by him.
During this period our numbers expanded at the rate of 150
per year and the building program kept pace with the in-
creasing numbers,

He gave it direction. Science classes were orgambed and
the laboratories equipped and, when the first batch of students
entered the University, he beamed with joy. He however
did not live fo realise his biggest project for the school.
“1 want Nelliady to be a multi-lateral “ school and every
boy and girl should be damfully placed and occupied when
they leave school.” May his dream come true,

He gave it stability. Being an experienced teacher he was
quite conversant with the finer points of a teaching organ-
nisation. He gave ear to even the smallest detail about
staffing and organisation, whether it was a complaint or a
suggestion and helped us to forge a team that would stand
comparison with the best in the Island among the Govern=
ment schools,

Though frail in body, and ailing with a, diseased heart,
he wasa tower of strength to the college. His idealism, his
earnestness and sincerity won him the respect and co-oper-
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tion of the administrators and inspired and sustained the
love and regard of those who worked with him.

We certainly feel hisloss and genuinely mourn his death.

A. T. Sabaratnam
Principal

Govi. Central College
Nelliady

An  Excellent Teacher

After his defeat at the polls in 1951, Mr. Kandiah
chose to serve Manipay Hindu College. Politician, though
he was, he was an excellent if not an ideal teacher, His
l_ngh academic  qualifications, his genial and" friendly
nature, his simple and unassuming ways, won for him the
fove and esteem of all, :

. in the class room, whether it be a lesson in that dead
language Sanskrit or in Economics or.in English, the children
listened to him spell-bound. He believed that teaching should
not be confined to the pages of the text book. He, not
only made the children learn up facts and figures but also
created in them an active and intelligent interest in. the
public questions of the day.

The interest and keenness shown by the boys in ' the
meetings of the Union Society was in no sma'l measure due
to his infectious enthusiasm. Under the guidance of Mr Kan-
diah, the Senior Literary Association which was languishing
gained a new lease of life and now {flourishes under the
fame of * The Union Society . The Union Society in add:tton
to organising speeches, debates, etc., hds gone a step further
and publishés it§ own journal efititled ** The Miscellany ™
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The College owes a deep debt of gratitude to him for
his splendid work in organising the library. We have now
a very spacious library furnished with comfortable tables and
chairs. A large number of books, magazines and periodicals
have been added to the library,

Alter scrving the college for nearly five years, he left
us to serve the country as the M. P. for Point Pedro.
On Thursday 8th of September, he breathed his last. We,
his students, mourn for him.

Miss M. Ratnasabapathy
A former pupil

He cannot be forgollen

Kandiah was a splendid example of a Communist who
was respected even by those who did not accept his p{)lltl(“‘.l
philosophy.

Kandiah died young. He was only 46 when his resis-
tance to an ailment, which had afflicted-him for many years,
finally collapsed, His sheer determination to live, te be
able to contribute whatever he could do for the emancipa-
tion of his country and his people. was perhaps one of the
dominant L]laTaCtt‘I‘lStlLS of a man who has been apth dm-
cribed as an “unsung hero” of the people,

His determination to work for his people was so overs
whelming that he tended to neglect his health to such an
extent that even the best medical treatment could not
save him. '

After a brilliant school record in the Jaffna Hindu
College, Kandiah joined the University College in 1931 as
a scholar specialising in Indo-Aryan languages. He had a
successful academic carcer in the Uniyersity College and
won a scholarship for further studies at Cambridge and
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Oxford. He returned to Ceylon shortly after the second world
war began in 1939 and was made a visiting lecturer in
Pali and Sanskrit.

During the days when Kandiah was in the University
College from 1931 to 1935, he had been keenly alive to
the growing national upsurge in the country; and when he
was in England between 1936-40 it was also inevitable that
l'e should be caught up in the vortex of the upsurge of
socialist intellectualism which swept through Western Europe
at that time. Life in Europe was then in ferm:nt and
Kandiah -together with his contemporarics Pieter Kcuneman
ard A. Vaidialingam emerged as convinced Marxists.

Immediately after his return from England he joined the
socialist political movement in this counrty and took a very
active part in the Trade Union organisation in Colombo.
During ,this period he edited the weekly called “Kesari” and
also specialised as a librarian and he was appointed
Assistant Librarian in the University of Ceylon. With the
ormation of the Communist Party he joined it and was a
leading member of it until his death.

Althongh his work kept him in Colombo and Peradeniva
he took a very important part in organising the students’
movement in Jaffna and also the creation of the Communist
movement in the North, He unsuccessfully contc&tcd the
Point Pedro seat in the 1947 elections; :

~ In 1952, Vige - Chancellor Sir Ivor Jennings objected to
his contesting the elections and this resulted in the term’-
nation of his work with the University. - He again lost the
election in 1952 for the Point Pedro seat.

From early in 1953 until hc was elected to Parliament
in 1956, he taught at Manipay Hindu College.

He was the first Commumst to be returned {rom a
seat in the Northern Province. In Parliament he soon esta-
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blished a reputation as a speaker, who studied any subject
on which he chose to address the House, with meticulous
care. ;

His exposure of the malpractices in the University ad-
ministration led to the appointment of the University
Commission headed by Pro[mqor I\leedham

‘His rontrlbutwn to Budgf-t debates, are stlll remembered
as being among the best ever heard in the Parliament of
Ceylon. His speechees were listened to with rapt attention
by even those who did: not agree with him. < He had the
supreme capacity te support his political contentions with
an array of indisputable facts. He was alse able to use
langnage and idiom which was understood by persons who
did not know the ]argon of Marxism. F

iKandiah's death on September :the 8th 1960, came as.a
shock even to thosc who were aware that his health was
failing.

Even during the last stages of his illness he was .so
full of spontancous and impulsive enthusiasm for everything
that went on in Ceylon and in the world outside that thoce
who knew him were greatly affected by his death.

' Kandiah cannot be forgotten In his comparatively short

life, he has left an impact on political and ‘intellectual life
which has affected, many hundreds of thousands of people
in this Island. '
. The large and varied crowd which gathered for his
funeral at such short notice was testimony not only to
his personal popularity but also to the fact that he was
one of the leaders of a political movement which has played
a striking role in the affairs of this country Ccuring the
last two decades,

S. P. Amarasingam
Editor, ‘The Tribune'
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The Union Society — 1960

Patron M. Perairavan Esqr.

Term- | President T. Jeyawikramaraj
Vice-President S. Gunarajah
Seeretary R. Jegathesan
Eng. Editor 5. K. Rajasooriyar
Tamil Editor . Rajagopal
Manager : V. Kumaravelu

“Term N President _ S. Gunarajah
Viee-President R. jngathma.ﬁ
Secretary ~T. Rajagopal
Eng. Editor R. Sivathondan
Tamil Editor . K. Sivapathaviruthayar
Manager V. Kumairavelu '

Presidents 1959

Term |1 ", Gunasekeram

Term II. . - - V. Shanmugarajah

Term I Fe it R 5 Wignarajah

I have great pleasure in submitting the report of the
Union Society for the year 1960. The year under review
was a sucessful one. Regular meetings were held by the
Union and the programme included items ol various types
debates in Tamil and English, prepared and extempore
speeches and quiz programmes. We are happy that we train
our members in the art of pﬁblic speak_fng, demoeratic habits,
procedures and methods. Election of office-bearers is by
sscret ballot, Our. members participate regularly in the
Elocution contests - English and Tamil, held annually by the
N.P.T.A. We are proud to say that our Union is fully
responsible for the quality of the future citizens of Manipay
and its suburbs. We are faced with a new responsiblity-
\?Jting at’ eight'e'en.' Literacy is no guarantee of social matu-
rity. Our new task"is to create in our members a social

awarcness,
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We are deeply grieved at the. death. of Mr. Kandiah,
the founder of our Union Socicty. We dedicate this number
of the Miscellany to his memory. T thank the eéx-co, the princi-
pal, the patron and all members for their co-operation
and help to publish this issue at such short notice.

T. Rajagopal

Secrelary

A National Libmr"y'

A National Library is, in the first place, a repository of
knowledge wherein are collected and preserved in varied forms
treasures of literature and other records concerning the
history and culture of the entire nation. In the second
place, it is a store house of the world’'s best wisdom as
preserved in print, in drawing and in recorded sound.........
Thirdly, outside established academic institutions like the
University, it will be the centre of research into the
various fields of knowledge. Fourthly, it would be
the organisation directing the  development of library
service in the entire country by providing them with adequate
bibiliographical services, cataloguing and classifying apparatus
and information... Fifthly, in a country like Ceylon where
authorship and publishing - are activities for the mnovice
undertaken often without guidancc- or patronage or other
help, a National Library would be a source of guidance to
writers and to publishers.

Eatract from the Report of the Commission on the
Colombo Municipal Public Library by P. Kandiah
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1 HEARD THESE ... .

At the 10th World Conference of the
NEW EDUCATION FELLOWSHIP

“ A lamp cannot light another lamp unless it continues
to burn its own flame.” These words caught my eyes when
1 first stepped into the Central Institute of Education, Delhi.
as a delegate of the 10fh World Conference of the New
Tducation Fellowship. The theme of the conference was
¢ Teacher and his work — East and West ”. The conference
was purely educational and not professional. Delegates from
all over the world, about 600 in number met and exchanged
ideas without arriving at definite conclusions. ‘‘Its a joy to
travel and not to arrive.” .

Mr. NEHRU: To. meet him is education. He was at. home
to the “foreign delegates. The word ¢ Upanishad’ ‘means
“ sitting together ’ he said, referring ~to the close, loving
relationship between the teacher and pupil. Remarking about
the riotous behaviour of the students in India, he said that
India today was facing a double challenge —as an under-
developed country caught under the tempo of fast develop-
ing changes and as a country affected by rapid world-changes;
and those unable to adjust {found themseclves uprooted. He
spoke of two ways of improving the society i. the teacher
radiating goodness irrespective of the enviornment and causing
a change of heart; ii. changing the environment because harsh
hard. circumstances harden wrong attitudes in individnals.

Professor ]. 'A. LAUWERYS (University of London
Institute of Education) He said that' teaching science,
vastly differed from talking about science. ~In countries
like India and Ceylon which are not permeated by scientific
technique, learning science is like memorising the sacred
texts. Plenty of pre-scientific knowledge is available for a
child in the West, which a child in the East lacks.. Asia
needs more science, but it is not easy to- produce teachers
of science overnight. He ridiculed Céylon’s attempt to pro-
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duce science teachers quickly, as ““ puerile hoarding . His
advice to Ceylon: “ There is a certain minimum quality in
education. Pseudo — Science is more harmful than no science’.
Further he remarked that ° shut up’'is anti-science; ‘I don't
know; go and find out’ is science.

Dr. HAROLD RUGG ( America ): He supported the Eastern be-
lief in the intuitive way of knowing the truth, and decried
the logic that reigns supreme in Western Universities. He em-
phasised the need for two freedoms as a pre-condition for
Education. Freedom for the c¢hild. The child should be
free from too much of -impesition, rules and _regulations,
“ What do you think ? Let the child answer it. The child
grows and our civilizalion grows. ii. Freedom for the teacher.
The teacher like the true artist neeeds freedom. (Will the
impending take-over of schools take it away from @ him? )
He pointed out that today the world needs teachers who
no longer guess, but know the behaviour of the sciences
and the expressional arts. A teacher should not be. a
pedagogue. but an artist-teacher, with a free, creative, quiet;
relaxed, responsive mind.

Mr. §.C. MASON (Director of Education, Leicestershire):

Speaking on aesthetic education he remarked that it is
not expensive to keep a school clean. It is.not a gquestion
of money or cost, but attitude. A school must be a temple
of arts and the authorities its patrons. Children growing
among objects of art, acquire good taste. Their behaviour
is quiet and dignified.

Dr. H. ORMIAN (Israel):- Teaching, unlike other vocations,
he said, demands the whole human personality. Good.salary .
is a necessary condition, but not a sufficient condition.

Dr. H, STAINES (Australia):- A teacher needs, he said, a
personal philosophy - not necessarily a social or political philo-
sophy,

V. KRISHNA MENON (India):- He dismissed Psychology as a
study of the mental processes and nothing else - the whole
mind is not so easily subject to scientific analysis.
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AT THE BRAINS - TRUST

Question ;- Is it a duty of the teacher to induce social
change?

Prof: BEN MORRIS (Institute of Education Bristol University):
The teacher’s duty is to help human beings become them-
selves.

Lauwerys: In England teachers are conservative (not capital *C’).
They act with brakes. They are the mainstay of tradition.

Dr. MULK RAJ ANAND (India):- The teacher is more a philo-
sopher than a politician.

Question: I.- Has education improved human relations? If
fiot, how to improve them?

Mr. WARNASUR!YA (Ceylon): Doubtful.

Sri G. RAMACHANDRAN (India): Yes.

Prof, BEN MORRIS:- Improve pupil - teacher relations. By
transfer of training we get better human relations. Morality
truly i more intimately connected with human relations
than with sex.

Question; Ill. Is any education better than no education?
Lauwerys:- Quality is important in education:

G. RAMACHANDRAN:- England has outgrown the dilemma of
quantity and quality. India, an under - developed country,
needs quantitative cxtemsion. Any school is better than no
school

Question: 1V. Should the Headmaster select his' staff?

Prof: ABDUL KOUSSY: (Egypt): Give me a good Headmaster and
I will give you a good school. ; ;
Lauwerys: According to the English tradition, the Headmaster
is very powerful. But there are some headmasters, who are
petty tyrants in their backyards, who rule the roost.

Question Y. Do we need Exams?
Lauwcrys:- Exams are either catastrophic or long term: We
cannot escape them.
Qu_estion V¥I: Who or what is a teacher?
Plof. BEN MORRIS: A matured human being.
' M. Perairavan
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P. Kandiah: An Appreciation
By Dr. N. M. Perera

Though I had met the late Mr. P. Kandiah at various
political discussions as a representative of the Communist
Party of Ceylon. I really got to know him after he became
an elected member of the House of Representatives He
was then the member for Point Pedro.

It is not an exaggeration to say that he was one of
the best debaters on the floor of the House. The contri-
butions that he made in his well thought out and care-
fully worded speeches at wvarious debates and parliamentary
discussions showed his keen and intellectual mind. The
advice that he had occasion to give the Government on
various' aspects of fiscal . policy was always practical
and sincere. He made valuable and concrete suggesstions to
the Government on economic policy. Members of parliament
and in particular those of us who are members of Left
political parties, I remember wvery well, always made it a
point to be in the House when P. Kandiah made his con-
tribution during the Budget Debate in Parliament.

Most of us know that he selflessly gave up an interesting
and permanent job as assistant librarian in the University
of Ceylon in order to participate more® fully in the politi-
cal life of the country. On account of his exceptional
ability as well as the knowledge and experience as a librarian
he was chosen by the Colombo Municipal Commissioner to
report on the shortcomings of the Public Library which is
maintained by the Colombo Municipal Council. He not
only wrote a valuable report on the reorganisation needed
in this institution but also gave suggesiions fto Improve
library facilities within the eity.

He knew that he was constantly under the shadow of
death but he faced this fact with  indomitable
courage. His will to live and his cheerfulness alone kept
death at bay. His death is a loss to the entire progressive
movement of this country and we extend our sympathy tg
his sorrowing wife and his voung child. We can say to the
people of the North of Ceylon that he was a worthy
representative of the Tamil community, a sincere socialist,

a person who was loved and respected by all who met him
and a true son of Lanka,
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P. KANDIAH: An Appreciation
By W. Dahanayake.

«To have known him was to have loved him”-
this saying summarises what 1 feel when I think
of the.late Mr., P. Kandiah,

He lived for others and not for himself. That
is why he threw himself whole - heartedly into the
exacting work of a Member of Parliament, and so

sacrificed his life at so young an age. His memory

shculd inspire us to lead lives of service and
devotion,
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Exira Quality — Cent for Cent Value

Telephone 404 Telegrams INSAF

OFFER YOU SERVICE WITH A
GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION
BOTH IN VALUE AND QUALITY

The Most Moderate Place for Shopping
FOR ALL YOUR TEXTILE REQU;BEMENTS
please try us and you will be convinced

OUR MOTTO IS TO SATISFY OUR CUSTOMERS

MUNEER’S

79/81, K K. S. Road JAFFNA

For all Building Materials

SOMA HARDWARE STORES

Stanley Road, JAFFNA

ASBESTOS SHEETS HARD BOARDS

ROUND IRON GALVD. SHEETS
WELDED FABRIC PLAIN & CORRUGATED
EXPD. METAL SBANITARY WiRE

Namagal Press, Jaffna.
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