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THE PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF

PREHISTORIC SRI LANKA
DR SIVA THIAGARAJAH

]
THE BIRTH OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

For more than 300 mitlion years the island we now call
Sri Lanka was part of the Indo-Pakistan landmass, both
being situated on the same continental shelf The
landmass was part of an ancient landscape called
Gondwanaland, where begins the story of the
prehistoric peoples and cultures in South Asia.

This broad unit of geographical region consisting of
the nation states of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, the
Himalayan countries of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim:
and the borderlands of Afghanistan and Iran (Persia) to
the west and Burma (Myanmar) to the east together
with the island of Sri Lanka is known today as the
Indian Subcontinent or South Asia. The general term
'India’ is also used to designate this ancient land.

300 million years ago during the period of earth's
history known as the 'Permian Period' the whole of
peninsular India and Sri Lanka were situated in the
Southern Hemisphere as the upper regions of
Gondwanaland (Trompette,R.: 1994),

Gondwanaland was a super continent which formed
the southern and eastern extension of the massive
mother continent Pangea. This super continent when it
later broke up apart from India. gave birth to Australia,
Antarctica, Africa and South America.

The northern part of Pangea which extended into the
Northern Hemisphere was the super continent
Laurasia from which the continents of Asia, Europe
and North America emerged ( Dietz, R.S.: 19705 4939-
4956)

The rebwtive pasttbons of Seuth America, Africa, Tadia and Aostrslis in
Gondwanaland 260 millies yvears agoe dering the Trissic Period,

PLATETECTONICSAND
CONTINENTALDRIFT

In 1915 the German geophysicist Alfred Wegener put
forward his theory of continental drift in his ground
breaking work Die Entslehung der Kontinente und
Ozeane ( The Origin of Continents and Oceans ). His
concept replaced previous geological beliefs that the
continents remained in their present locations since
time began on earth, had land connections between
them. and broke up only when the oceans engulfed
them. Wegener's concept has been verified time and
again over the succeeding years, and is now the
accepted scientific norm (Alfred Wegener : 1966).

In our present state of understanding the earth's mantle
covering the central magma is 2900 km thick upon
which floats the continental blocks and ocean floors on
13 tectonic plates. These tectonic plates are massive
rock formations which are up to 60 km thick under the
mountain ranges and up to 5 km thick under the oceans.

The internal convection currents of the underlying
mantle emanating from the central-molten core makes
the tectonic plates with the land masses and the oceans
situated on top of them to shift. The continents may
split if they are unable to stand the convection heat: or
on the other hand, land masses may join up as they
collide and stick together over subduction zones.

When the continental land masses are situated on
more than one tectonic plate, it is when they slide upon
one another we get the earthquakes and when the
molten magma finds away through the mantie to
escapc out we get the volcanic eruptions.

When magma spills through rifts in the earth's mantle,
through the tectonic plates on to the ocean fleors, new
material is added to the oceanic floor crust which
causes the floor to spread ( Dietz and Holden.: 1970 ).

THE BREAK-UP OF
GONDWANA

GON DWANALAND

Pangea, the mother continent of a bye-gone age
consisting of the two super continents Laurasia and
Gondwana was a horse-shoe shaped land mass situated
over the sliding edges of two continental blocks. This
mother continent lasted for more than 100 million
vears.

The southern arm of Pangea was the Gondwanaland.
Situated in the Southern Hemisphere near the polar
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region, glaciers covered the elevated regions identified
with later South Amenica and central Africa.

Between 180 and 160 million yeats ago. dusing the
Triassic Period of earth's history Pangea began to split
up and Gondwana separated from- the mother
continent. South America split up from Africa and
India split from the northern part of Gondwana. As
India separated. along the newly formed continental
margin entered the sea. marking the beginnings of the
[ndian Ocean (Trompette,R.: 1994)

RISING OF THE
HIMALAYAS

: Having sf,pawfm’ Jiom Afvica, the Indivn tectonic plate is movorg north towards
: Asia 10U meiltion yvears ago during the Triassic Period.

The newly separated Indian comtinent moved
northwards into the Tethys Ocean towards Asia,
moving at the rate of 20 em per year or 200 km per one
million years.

Fifty million years'ago the Indian continent smashed
into Asia. The Indian tectonic plate went sliding into
the Asian plate, moving 2,000 km north into the Asian
landmass. As one land mass thrust into another the
horizontal compression resulted in vertical
overthrusting creating the Himalayan mountain range
( Van Andel, 1985: 130-131). The penetration of India
into Asia continues to this ‘day at the rate of 5 cm per
year, and the Himalaya too cmmmae\. to rise at the
appropriate rate.

Before the merging of India into the Asian part of
Laurasia, Asia was a smaller continent. Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Southern Tibet, Burma and
parts of Indochina and China formed parts of this
Indian continent from Gondwana. which later
confluenced to forma larger Asia.

A CLIMATE FOR
HUMAN EVOLUTION

The collision of India into Asia which caused the
upliftiment of the Himalayas and the Tibetan plateau
caused a drastic change to the atmospheric air
circulation and earth's climatic conditions

Cold winds diverted to the northern latitudes caused
continued cooling and glaciation while dry conditions
developed in peninsular India and Africa. This climatic
change coincided with a burst of evolutionary activity
among African animals and the first hominids began to
appear in Africa ( Kerr,R.A.:1994)..

THE NAMING OF INDIA

The name India derives from the principal western
river of the subcontinent. the Sindhu. In- Sanskrit the
word sindhu referred to a river as ‘Sapta Sindhu'
meaning the land of the seven rivers, which was what
the Vedic Aryans called the Punjab. All these séven
rivers as well as the Saraswathi drained into the
Sindhu.




In ancient Persian language, a near relative of Sanskrit,
the initial 's' of a Sanskrit word was rendered with an
aspirate 'h'. Thus Sindhu in Sanskrit became Hindu in
Persian.

The earliest occurance of the word 'Hindu' appears
outside India. It makes its debut in an'inscription found
at Persepolis in Iran, which was the capital of the
Persian ( Archaemenid ) empire of Darius I. The
Persepolis inscription datable to ¢.518 B.C. lists
among his numerous domains that of Hindu ( John
Keay: 2000: 57-58).

The Greeks learned of the river Hindu from the
Persians. When this word found its way into Greek, the
initial aspirate was dropped and the river was called
Indu or Indus. All the lands lying to the east and south
of the river Indus came to be known as India. In this
form it reached Latin and most of the European
languages.

However in Arabic and related languages it retained
the initial 'h' giving 'Hindustan' as the name by which
Turks and Moghuls would know India. The word also
passed on to Europe to give 'Hindu'as the name of the
country’s native people. In 1830 the British named its
indigenous religion 'Hinduism' .(Encyclopedia
Britannica).

Thus neither the name India, nor the term Hindu is of

Indian origin. These words does not occur in India's
ancient Vedic, Jain or Buddhist literature. To the Vedic
Aryans this land was 'Bharata-varsha' or 'Arya-

vartha”; and the name India was alien to them. If

etymologically 'India’' belonged anywhere, it is to the
Indus river flowing in Pakistan.

THE LEGEND OF LEMURIA

The concepts of Charles Darwin and his theory of
evolution brought new enthusiasm to the biological
scientists of the nineteenth century. In the 1860's
zoologist Philip Sclater during his field studies
observed a strange biological phenomenon.

Species of lemurs were found in Madagascar and
several  surrounding islands but nowhere else.
However, fossil remains of lemurs have been found all
over India and Pakistan extending up to Malaysia ; but
these fossils were never found in Africa or the Middle
East. Puzzled by this curious occurrence Philip Sclater
in an article 'The Mammals of Madagascar' in the
Quarterly Journal of Science in 1864 proposed that
once there must have been a large continent in the
Indian Ocean extending from India to Madagascar
which could explain the migration of these lemurs, and
named his hypothetical continent Lemuria.

Sclater's theory was not unusual for its time. Since the
acceptance of Darwinism scientists were tracing the
diffusion of species from their points of evolutionary

origins, and only the presence of a hypothetical land
connection stretching from India to Madagascar and its
subsequent submergence could account for the
passage of lemurs between India and Madagascar.
During his time the scientific concepts of plate
tectonics and continental drift were not known.

After gaining some acceptance within the scientific
community, the concept of Lemuria began to appear in
the works of other writers. German Darwinist Ernest
Haeckel proposed that the human species originated in
this lost continent and claimed that the fossil records
could not be found as this continent had sunk beneath
the sea.

Lemuria entered the realm of the occult through the
works of Madame Helena Blavatsky who claimed in
the 1880's to have seen an ancient map of Lemuria by
the Mahatmas. Others, notably American cult leader
Thomas Lake Harris and the French writer Louis
Jacollit continued to write stories about Lemuria.
James Bramwell in his book Lost Atlantis described
Lemuria and claimed that “Lemurians, Atlanteans,
and Aryans are the root-races of humanity
(Bramwell,J.: 1974:193)

In 1896 the English theosophist William Scott Elliott
published a book called 'The Story of Atlantis and Lost
Lemuria’ in which he described in detail the continent
of Lemuria stretching from the east coast of Africa
across the Indian and Pacific oceans. When asked how
he obtained the specific details, the English
theosophist said he received his knowledge from the
Theosophical Masters by “astral clairvoyance™.

‘Lemuria' in Tamil mystical literature connecting Madagascar,
South India and Australia, The is no geological evidence to support the
existence of such a continent covering most of the Indian Ocean.

The South Indian sangam classics speaks about

'Kumari Nadu' which refer to lands south of :

Kanyakumari, which were submerged by the sea as the
sea level rose most likely at the end of the last Ice Age.
The South Indian Tamil writers, notable among them
Devaneya Pavanar took this up and identified
Lemuria with the lost Kumari Continent. He put
forward the hypothesis that during a violent geologic
catastrophe the entire continent was submerged under

water and the survivors migrated to the Indian
subcontinent. More recently yet another new. book has
rekindled the Lemuria debate (Sumathy
Ramaswamy: 2004).

The concept of Lemuria hasbeen rendered obsolete by
modern understanding of geology and plate tectonics.
Today scientists dismiss the concept of Lemuria as
physically impossible, as a continent sitting on one
tectonic plate cannot sink into another tectonic plate
which carries the ocean.

During the end of the last Ice Age, as the sea level rose
by 80 to 100 metres over a period of 2000 years,
several coastal lands and towns were submerged; small
islands disappeared; and continents changed their
shapes and outlines. But no whole continent did just
sink into the sea. Furthermore, oceanic surveys of the
Indian Ocean had shown that there is no geological
formation at the bottom of the sea that would
correspond to the hypothetical continent Lemuria.

The 'Lemuria Theory' disappeared completely from
conventional scientific consideration after the
concepts of plate tectonics and continental drift were
accepted by the larger scientific community.
According to plate tectonics - the only accepted
paradigm in today's geology. Madagascar and India
were once part of the same landmass Gondwanaland,
but plate movements caused India to-break away
millions of years ago to move to its present location,
thus explaining the riddle of the lemurs!
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EU GIVES DUTY-FREE ACCESS WITH GSP+: The
European Commission decided to give 16 developing
countries duty-free access to the EU market for around 6400
tariff lines. The preferences. called GS P+, are in addition to
the standard Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)
extended to developing countriecs, GSP+ is offered to
vulnerable developing countries that have ratified and
effectively implemented 27 core UN and 1LO conventions on
human and labour rights, and other international conventions
related to the environment and governance principles. The
duty-free access means a considerable tariffreduction over the
rates applied under the regular GSP scheme. Tariff cuts
include tobacco (cut by up to 52%), various fruit juices (up to
30%), fruits (up to 20%), vegetables (up to 14%), fish (up to
20%) and honey (up to 17%). The beneficiaries of the decision
from 1 January 2009 until the end of 2011 are: Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El
Salvador, Georgia, Guatemala, Honduras, Mongolia,
Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Sri Lanka and Venezuela. The
eligibility of El Salvador and Sri Lanka is currently under
investigation by the Commission,

According to reports received by the TIC from the EU Trade
Commission, although Sri Lanka is included in the decision,
questions remain over the effective implementation of certain
UN and ILO conventions. The Commission launched an
investigation in October to ascertain whether or not Sri Lanka
fulfjls the conditions to continue to receive GSP+ preferences.
While the investigations are ongoing Sri Lanka will continue
to receive preferential access, but depending on the findings it
could be withdrawn from the scheme.

RELIEF TO FLOOD VICTIMS: The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that
an UN inter-agency assessment of civilian needs in the
Northern Province's Jaffna District — the district hardest hit by
floods — has been carried out. According to the assessment,
flooding in the north displaced more than 71,000 people and
affected a further 370,000. In Jaffna alone, around 62,000
people were forced to flee their homes and take refuge in some
250 camps. More than 5,900 houses were badly damaged and
another 13,300 are partially damaged. OCHA said the number
of Sri Lankans known to be affected by the floods continued to
grow as some areas were previously inaccessible and new
information was being received. The High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), the World Food Programme (WFP) and
the Children's Fund (UNICEF) were among the UN agencies
distributing reliefsupplies or coordinating assistance.

RAJAPAKSE CALLS FOR GLOBAL CONVENTION
ON TERRORISM: Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapakse stressed at a press conference following talks with
Turkish President Abdullah Gul in Ankara that speedy
enforcement of the global convention on terrorism was
essential. Speaking about the situation in Sri Lanka, he said
that the government remained committed to a political
solution which will be steered through the APRC. Earlier in
the day, the two presidents discussed various issues including
direct flights between Turkey and Sri Lanka, enhancing trade
relations, cooperation on counter terrorism and tourism
promotion. They signed an agreement on direct flights and an
extradition treaty for the exchange of criminals. Several
Turkish projects are already implemented in Sri Lanka. These
include projects on information technology and manufacture
of medical equipment.

UNITAR LAUNCHES NEW PROJECT ON CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE: The UN
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) Climate
Change Programme launched a new project titled “Capacity
Development for Adaptation to climate change and GHG
Mitigation™ (C3D+) on capacity building and adaptation to
climate change with seven regional centres in Asia, Africa, the
Caribbean and the South Pacific. It is a new initiative by
Climate Change Capacity Development (C3D) project
launched in 2003 to address capacity needs for climate change
in developing countries through an innovative training and
capacity building partnership as stated in the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The C3D+
network is made up of the Munasinghe Institute for
Development (MIND), Sri Lanka, Climate Systems Analysis
Group of the University (CSAG) of Cape Town, Energy
Research Centre (ERC) of the University of C ape Town,
Environment Development Action in the Third World

(ENDA), Senegal, Caribbean Community Climate Change
Centre (CCCCC), Belize. SPREP, Samoa and the Centre for
International Forestry Research (CIFOR). Partners include
the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), the International
Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD) and the

International START secretariat. The strategic objectives of  :
the C3D+ project are (1) an improved participation of :

developing countries in the UNFCCC process: (2) a timely
implementation of the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol by
developing countries; and (3) a better co-ordination and
integration of national climate policies with sustainable
development policies.

SELECT COMMITTEE REPORT ON
INVESTIGATIONS OF NGOS: The Parliamentary Select
Committee for the investigation of NGOs and their impact
presented its interim report to Parliament. The Select
Committee said that many NGOs lack transparency and
accountability and most of the NGOs active in conflict
resolution and peace building have acted in a manner
threatening the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka. It alleges that
some NGOs have become involved in the internal state
policies and that the Tamil Rehabilitation Organization had
transferred funds to purchase weapons. The Select Committee
called for the appointment of a task force to prevent NGOs
interfering in state affairs.

ADB TSUNAMI REPORT: The Asian Development Bank's
(ADB) report titled Reconstruction after a Major Disaster:

Lessons from the Post-Tsunami Experience in Indonesia, Sri

Lanka, and Thailand records the numbers of deaths and
displacement in the tsunami of December 2004, Deaths:
Indonesia - 165,540; Sri Lanka - 35322: India - 16,269;
Thailand - 8,212; other 10 countries — 555, Displacement:
Indonesia - 566,898; Sri Lanka - 5 19,063; India - 647,599;
other 10 countries - 34,700. The deaths also include about
45,800 people missing, but assume dead. The report considers
the effectiveness and financing of aid delivery arrangements
and concludes that post-tsunami construction programmes
were dogged by both slow levels of spending and by funding
g£aps as a consequence of construction cost escalation, In this
light, the report emphasizes the need to plan for significant
construction cost increases in major building programmes
following natural disasters and the need for careful decisions
about the pace and the appropriate sequencing of construction
activities to ensure the best use of available funds.

GOVERNMENT MINISTER ACCUSED OF ANTI-
MUSLIM SENTIMENTS: Opposition leader Ranil
Wickremasinghe accused Minister for Environment
Champika Ranawaka of fermenting anti-Muslim sentiments
by creating unnecessary problems over the uniform of Muslim
girls in Colombo schools. Mr Ranawaka belongs to the ultra-
nationalist Jathika Hela Urumaya (JHU), a political party
formed by Buddhist monks. St. Anthony's Girls School,
Mutwal, Ananda Balika Vidyalaya, Lindsay Girls School,
Visaka Vidyalaya, Sangharaja Maha Vidyalaya, Sariputra
Maha Vidyalaya and Baron Jayatilake Vidyalaya have denied
entry to Muslim girl students in traditional attire, National

Unity Alliance (NUA) leader and Minister Ms, Ferial Ashraff

said that people of different communities have the right to
maintain their religious and cultural identity that should not be

made an issue or problem for political reasons. A Ministry of !

Education circular of 15 December 1980 permits Muslim girls
to wear their traditional dress to schools.

FAMILIES NOT INFORMED OF DEATHS OF
SOLDIERS: During a media briefing, UNP General
Secretary Tissa Attanayake alleged that most families are not
informed of the deaths of soldiers who are killed in the
northern battlefields. He also said that parents of soldiers are
told that their sons have 'disappeared’ to avoid paying
compensation. After complaints by some parents, inquiries
from colleagues have confirmed the deaths of these soldiers,
but the Army continues to list them as 'missing in action’.

HELP TO IDPs IN POONTHODDAM WELFARE
CENTRE: Representatives of the People's Liberation

Organization of Tamil Eelam (PLOTE) met residents of

Poonthoddam Welfare Centre in Vavuniya and discussed their
problems. The discussions centred around water and

sanitation facilities, shelter, lack of electricity, lack of :

employment, available medical facilities, alcohol and drug

abuse, family quarrels, violence and increasing theft. The
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residents were promised improved water, sanitation and
health facilities and access to new housing through the
Vavuniya government secretariat.

US TO RESTRICT AID TO NATIONS USING CHILD
SOLDIERS: Under legislation passed unanimously by both
the Senate and the House Representatives of the US Congress,
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act,
governments involved in the use of child soldiers may no
longer be eligible for US military assistance. The legislation
may affect six countries currently receiving US military
training, financing, and other defense-related assistance:
Afghanistan, Chad, the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Sri Lanka, Sudan, and Uganda. The law affects both
govemments that recruit children directly into their armed
forces and governments supporting paramilitary or militia
groups that use child soldiers. The 2007 State Department
human rights country reports, issued in March 2008, found
that Afghanistan, Chad, DRC, Sudan, and Uganda used
children in governmental armed forces. In Sri Lanka, children
were used by paramilitary forces associated with the
government,

GRASS ROOT HUMAN SECURITY INTERVENTION
INMANNAR: The Japanese ambassador Kiyoshi Araki and
Managing Trustee of Community Trust Fund (CTF) S.H.
Firdous signed a contract at the Japanese Embassy in
Colombo for repair of roads and channels in Mannar District,
CTF will repair 4.8 km length of three roads in Sinna Karaisal,
Hijra Nagar and Olaithoduvai villages in Mannar Divisional
Secretary (DS) Division; 1.6 km length of three roads and 3
km length of irrigation channels in Puthuveli, Alavakai,
Malaiyiddan and Rasoolputhuveli villages in Nanattan DS
Division. The project is expected to benefit a total of 511
families directly and 2000 families indirectly in the two DS
Divisions by increasing water supply to agricultural fields and
improving mobility to carry out livelifiood activities
effectively.

TRAINING IN SEAPORT MANAGEMENT: UNCTAD
and the Dublin Port Company (DPC) signed a memorandum
of understanding to provide training and capacity building in
seaport management and transport logistics to officials in
Africa and Asia, which will. help developing countries to
acquire the skills needed on modern port management and to
participate more effectively in the global economy. The aid
will amount to €150,000 in direct financial support, and
€150,000 worth of expenses assumed for training and
expertise. A first trainers' workshop was held in Dublin from
22 September to 10 October 2008. The basis of these efforts
was the "Dublin Declaration", adopted in June 2007 by 60
representatives from Benin, Cape Verde, Gambia, Ghana,
Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Tanzania in Africa; from
Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia and Sri Lanka in Asia.
Fact-finding missions by UNCTAD and DPC to selected ports
in Ghana, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Maldives, Sri Lanka and
Tanzania determined needs for improving operations.

OXFAM CLOSING DOWN TSUNAMI PROGRAMME:
International development agency Oxfam announced that it is
making preparations to close its Indian Ocean tsunami
response programme at the end of December. Oxfam assisted
2.5 million people in seven tsunami-affected countries in the
largest emergency programme in its history. In Sri Lanka, the
aid agenoy is reported to have helped to restore the livelihoods
of 170,000 people and the reconstruction of eight tsunami-
affected secondary schools serving around 6000 students each
year.

GMOA SEEKAPOLOGYFROM HEALTH MINISTER:
The Government Medical Officer's Association (GMOA) has
demanded an apology from Health Minister Nimal Siripala De
Silva for criticizing its member Dr. Jayantha Bandara who had
commented on the continuing supply of quality failed
medicines to government hospitals. The Health M inistry has
denied Dr Bandara's allegations, but the Medical Supplies
Division of the Department of Health Services has sent a
directive to provincial directors of health and hospitals to
withdraw all quality failed drugs. The GMOA earlier said that
the country's health sector is heading for disaster as most ofthe
essential drugs are out of stock and only quality-failed drugs
are available in the stores for issue to patients. B
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* Cow protection to me is ior merely the protection of the cow. It
means the protection of all living things and those that are helpless

and weak in this worl,

ok

- Mahatma Gandhi.

g fiflemmu e aait, apdiairarissn,
leniramety, sopvnd Gigmsim Foamen o grern. ddiuny
i SBulsned mopeisir LisL Uy

To the Hindus the cow represents hie. and the yirtual sustaner of -

life Tor the humans, Three thousand vears ago. in a pastoral
socioty with no other domestic animals or agricultural pursuits a
family could survive with a few cows, feeding theschildren with
milk, butier and cream: The cow to them isa complete economy,
scology and a symbol of abundance,

I the Hindu faith the cow was considered sacred for a very good

reason. The products of the cow — milk, curds, butter. ghee and

ercan provided the nourishment to the children as they grew up
and sustained the adults. The cow dung s an efficacious
disinfectant , and the dried cow dung is ofien used as domestic
fue! in lieu of firewood. The Hindus believed that cow is a
representative of the divine and natural beneficence and should
be protected and be venerated.

To the Western mind. which consider the cow as nothing better
than a walking hamburger, the concept of the sacred cow appears
ludicrous and the subject of much fun, The term Holy Cow! is

often used as a slang in a sardonic way which could be potentially -

offensiveto the Hindus who venerate the cow.

In ancient India oxen and bulls were sacrificed (o the gods and
their meais eaten. But the slaughter of milk producing cows was
prohibited as the cow was identified with Adir. the mother
goddess, y

The Buddhists and the Jains of India revolted against the killing
of animals and eating meat. This practice was adopted into later
Hinduism. The cow provided an abundance of important
products: milk, butter, browned butter for lamps, and dried dung

for fuel. It was uneconomical to slaughter the cow for religious

festivals or feed the guests. Thus it came to be protected and
revered. By the early centurics A D the cow was designated as
theappropriate gift to the Brahmins,

As the sheep is to the Christians. the cow came to be revered in
Hindu mythology and epics. Lord Krishna was depicted 45 a
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cowherd: thebull became the vehicle of God Siva: and Indea was
associated with Kamadhenu, the wish granting cow, In the epic
Mahabharata Bhisma says: “The cows acts as surrogute niothers

. providing milk to hwman béings throughout their whole life. So,

the cows are truly the mothers of this world, "The Tatmil sangam
poel Urulhlrangarmaﬂaf states that “Cows are nature’s greatest
giftio mankind.”

Inancient India cows represented wealth, and were the symbol of
wealth. According to the epic Ramayana, Lord Rama was tmtma

: dowry of 1000 cows when he married Sita.

: Because of its great economic importance it made good sense to

. protect he cow. During the reign of the Gupta kings, killingofthe
: cow was made an offence, this law lasting for many centuries.

- Theinvasion of India by the Muslims and their slaughter of oxen

and cows for food prompted the formation of the ‘Movement for
the Protection of the Cow'.

This movement unified the Hindus against the Muslims. The
Hindus demanded the British Government to ban cow slaughter.
Thiswas one of the reasons for the anti-Muslim riots of 1946,

© Although held venerated and sacred to the Hindus. contrary to

popular belief, the cows are not worshipped as gods on theirown.
Nandi, the vehicle of God Siva is a holy site at Madurai. The 16

© century Bull temple at Bangalore and the Vishwanatha temple of
: Jhansi built in 1002 A.D. house the Iafgest bull statucs in the

world,

Today, in India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and elsewhere, milk continues
to hold a central place in the Hindu religious rituals; and the cow
is considered to be a symbol of purity. plenty and productivity.

(This article is written to respond to several queries received by
the Tamil Information Centre by students on the cow and its
positien in Tamil society)

-~ Siva Thiagarajah
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