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THE LINGUISTIC FOUNDATIONS OF PRE-HISTORIC SRILANKA

, THE ELAMO-DRAVIDIAN GENETIC
= MIGRATION OF M172 IN 9000 BCE

e COASTAL MIGRATION

The coastline of Indian Subcontinent
in 9000 BCE when the sea-level was
100 metras below its present le

ARABIAN SEA

the end of the Last lce Age

Diagrammatic representation of the Proto-Elamo-Dravidian migration from Elam in Mesopotamia to South India 11,000 years ago.
The separation of Sri Lanka from the Indian mainland occurred 7,000 years ago.

ANCIENT LANGUAGES OF SOUTH ASIA IN %000
BCE

Inancient Sri Lanka, before it got separated from the Indian
mainland 7000 years ago, there would have been several tribal
groups speaking several languages. At least three of the major
language groups spoken during 9000 BCE at the Early Holocene
period would have been Munda or the Austroasiatic language, the
language spoken by the Ancestral Dravidians, and the Proto-
Elamo-Dravidian.

The Australoid group which includes the descendants of the
earliest Negroid people who migrated to South India around
70,000 BCE and the later migrants from South East Asia, who in
Sri Lanka are called the Veddas, spoke the Munda languages. We
don't know anything about the language spoken by the Ancestral
Dravidians; but whatever language they spoke would have
contributed to the formation of the later Dravidian languages. The
earliest Proto-Elamo-Dravidian speakers appear to have arrived
in South India from Elam in Mesopotamia most likely via a
coastal migration, although a maritime migration remains a
possibility. The coastal migrants would have started their trek at
the end of the last Ice Age, just before the Neolithic Agricultural
revolution commenced in Elam, and led a hunter-gatherer
existence. The overland migrants from Elam some centuries later

were responsible for the introduction of agriculture in India. (This
was discussed in an earlier chapter)

Genetic evidence shows that the earliest carriers of this
prehistoric Proto-Elamo-Dravidian language were those with the
genetic marker M172 from Mesopotamian Elam (present-day
Khuzistan of Iran), who took the coastal route to South India at the
end of the Last Ice Age 11,000 years ago. The coastal route was
their prehistoric superhighway, allowing a high degree of
mobility without requiring the complex adaptations to new
environments that would be necessary on an inland route.
Because of the ease of movement afforded by the coast, the line of
sandy highway along the bottom of South Asia would have
allowed relatively rapid progress. They did not have any
mountain ranges or deserts to cross, no need to develop new
toolkits or protective clothing, and fish was always available at
hand. The only crossing they have to make was the mouth of the
Indus, and a few logs lashed together would have seen them
across.

Thus, we have the story of these Elamite beachcombers,
staying in a place and multiplying until the patch of beach could
support them no longer, then moving on to the next unexploited
beach and so on, By such progression following the South Asian
coast of the Arabian Sea, they would have migrated right down to

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

South India-Sri Lanka within a thousand years from the onset of
their journey.

The submergence of Kumari Nadu, situated at southern the
tip of the Indian Peninsula by the rising sea, does not mean the
destruction of these people and the language they spoke. The
rising of the sea was not an inundation as some writers make out.
As the mountains of frozen ice, of a hundred thousand years
began to melt, the sea level rose day-by-day over the next five
thousand years. The people had enough time to move inland into
Sri Lanka or South India, before Sri Lanka got separated from the
mainland 7000 years ago.

The most conclusive evidence for a coastal migration comes
from the genetic picture of the present day Tamil and Kerala
populations. The presence of the Fertile Crescent Proto-Elamo-
Dravidian male genetic marker M172 is 32 % among the men of
Khuzistan in southern Iran (ancient Elam), 28% among the men
of the Brahui speakers of Baluchistan and 11% among the North
Indian population. Through an overland route alone one would
expect a gradual fall in the distribution of this genetic marker as it
migrated to the southernmost regions of the peninsula. However,
the frequency of this genetic marker M172 reaches 19 and 21%
among the male populations of Tamil Nadu and Kerala, and 15%
among those in Karnataka. (Cavalli-Sforza 1994, 2004;
Sengupta, S. 2006). This indicates that there was an alternate
route as well for the passage of this ProtozElamo-Dravidian
genetic marker.

The spread of the genetic marker M172 was not confined to
India alone. Furthermore, it could be labelled as 'Proto-Elamo-
Dravidian' only in the context of its Indian migration from ancient
Elam, the eastern Fertile Crescent. From the western Fertile
Crescent this marker had spread to Southern Italy, Southern Spain
and among the Jewish population as well. A considerable
proportion of present day Southern Italians, Southern Spanish
and the Jewish people share this genetic marker with the South
Indians and Sri Lankans.

THE WORD LANKAMEANS ANISLAND

The term Lanka in the name Sri Lanka is a pointer which
identifies one of the languages spoken in Sri Lanka when it got
separated as an island by the sea 7,000 years ago. After it got
separated, the earliest name given to this island was Lanka.
Neither in Sinhala, Tamil, Sanskrit, Prakit, Pali nor in Munda has
the word lanka any meaning on its own, except to be used as a
proper noun to call this country, Some of the explanations
attributed to the origin of this word are later ‘inventions' and
'innovations' rather than etymological linguistics.

Map of South India about 8,000, years ago before the separation of Sri
LanRa by the steadily rising sea-level, after the end of the last Ice Age.

The origin of the word lanka appears to be Old Dravidian,
which simply means an island surrounded by the sea. In Telugu, a
Central Dravidian language, the word Janke means an island
surrounded by water. There are a number of islands in the
Krishna-Godavari Delta in Andhra Pradesh with Telugu names

Continued on Page No. 12




Continution from Page No. 11

ending in lanka. Bobbar-lanka in Guntur district, Nayaka-lanka
in Krishna district, Agadala-lanka and Gudivaka-lanka in West
Godavari district are some examples.

The island of Maldives in their native Maldivian presumably
adopted from their preceding Old Dravidian dialect is called Aki-
Lanka, a corruption of Aka-Lanka (meaning our island).

EMERGENCE OF SOME SOUTHASIAN LANGUAGES

From the available genetic, linguistic, literary and
etymological studies emerges the following picture. Between
9000 and 5000 BCE the majority of the people of the Indian
subcontinent spoke the Munda and the Proto-Dravidian
languages. There may be several other minor languages as well,
but we do not know anything about them at present. During 5000
BCE Sri Lanka got separated from the mainland as a lanka, an
island. Around 5000 BCE the Tibeto-Burmese languages arrived
from South China most likely along with the route of rice
cultivation. By 1800 BCE Indo-Aryan languages were introduced
to North India via Iran.

Genetic studies conducted over the past three decades which
were discussed in the previous chapters conclusively proves that
the closest genetic relatives of the Sinhalese people are the Sri
Lankan Tamils, Indian Tamils and the Keralites (Malayalees),
indicating that all these lingnistic groups descended from a
common genetic pool in the distant past. Unlike what our
historians have led us to believe, the Gujaratis and Punjabis, the
core Indo-Aryan genetic group of North India are further away
from thé Sri Lankan people from both the Sinhalese and Tamils
on the Genetic Distance Matrix (Saha,N. 1988; Kshatriya, G.K.
1995).

Luca Cavalla-Sforza, the pioneer population geneticist of our
time has shown that, although several genetic groups may speak a
particular language at present, the origin of that language is
generally associated with only a single primary genetic group
(Cavalli-Sforza, L.L. 2000).

TAMILAND SINHALALANGUAGES

It would be appropriate to discuss the origins of the Tamil and
Sinhalese languages at this juncture. The earliest name on record
for the Tamil language was Demelu, recorded in Ardhamagadhi
by the Jains during the third century BCE. The language was
called Demelu; and a person who spoke this language was called a
Demela. Early Buddhist Pali sources used Damila, to refer to a
people in South India; and Damilarattha was a southern non-
Aryan country. The early Sanskrit literary sources called it
Dramila, and later ones Dravida. The Brahmi inscriptions of Sri
Lanka of 300-100 BCE called them Dameda and Damela. From
the time of Tolkappivam, it is called Tamizh (Tamil). Tamil
evolved as a separate language from the South Dravidian around
1500 BCE (Krishnamurthy, B. 2003), and the earliest written
script of Tamil known as Damili, written using characters adapted
from Brahmi commenced in 500 BCE (Rajan, K. 2009: 57-94).

The terms Sihala and Simhala referring to the Sinhalese
ethnic group occurs in sources that are datable to the period
between the third century CE and the fifth century CE. The
Brahmi inscriptions of Sri Lanka before the Common Era do not
mention the term 'Sihala’ in any of its inscriptions. A fourth
century Prakrit inscription in Nagarjunakonda speaks of a Sihala
Vihara. These names were later extended to the language spoken
by this group; and also to the island they lived, by the addition ofa
suffix dvipa, dipa, diba or diva. The earliest mention of the
Sinhalese as an ethnic group of Sri Lanka in a literary source
occurs in the Dipavamsa (400 BCE).

According to Professor Leslie Gunawardana's influential
work The People of the Lion: The Sinhala Identity and Ideology in
History and Histriography, the Sinhala identity in the very early
stages was only the identity of the ruling dynasty of
Anuradhapura. At a second stage it was extended to cover the
most influential and powerful families in the kingdom,
deliberately excluding 'the service castes' and the common
agriculturalists, thus assuming a class-character. It was only at the
third stage, as reflected in the Dharmapradipikava of the twelfth
century, that the Sinhala identity encompassed all the Sinhala-
speaking people in the island (Gunawardana, R.A.L.H. 1990).

As pointed out by Prof. Gunawardana, while the early
inscriptions of Sri Lanka between 300 BCE to 100 CE (more than
2000 at present) mentions among the tribal groups, names like
Kaboja, Milaka and Dameda, “the term Sinhala is conspicuous

by its absence”, inferring that the Sinhala identity has not
emerged by the time of these inscriptions. The earliest occurrence
of the term Sinhala (Sikala) is in the Dipavamsa (4"-5" century),
and even in the Mahavamsa (6" century, possibly later) it occurs
only twice (Gunawardana, R.A.H.L. 1990),

The mention of Sinhalese people in the Mahabharata (Bk I:
Ch 177; I1;33; I1:51; III:51; VII:20) is believed to be a much later
interpolation. Furthermore, in several of the above mentioned
references the Sinhalese are referred to as a tfribe of mlechchas,
meaning non-Aryans (Ganguli, K.S. 1896). The forms Elu and
Hela appears in later inscriptions like the Sigiriya graffiti Hela
divi (Paranavitana, S. 1956), as well as in the earliest Sinhalese
literary sources like 'Dhampiya-atuva Gatapadaya' and 'Elu
Bodhivamsa'.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE SINHALALANGUAGE
AND SCRIPT

Modern scholars classify Sinhala language as a member of
the Indo-Aryan family that includes most of the languages of
North India such as Hindi, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi and Bengali
(Masica, C.P.: 1991), The development of the Sinhala language
could be divided into four periods.

1. Indian Prakrit : 300 BCE
2. Proto-Sinhala Prakrit : 300 CE 800CE

3. MedievalSinhala  : 800CE 1200CE

4. Modern Sinhala : 1200 CE present

The difficulty arises when classifying the pre-Common Era
Brahmi inscriptions of Sri Lanka in the Prakrit language as 'Old
Sinhala Prakrit', as conceived by Senarat Paranavitane. It must be
emphasised that the word simhala or sihala does not exist in these
Brahmi inscriptions as a designation for a dynasty, language, a
people, or a territory. This term was not mentioned at all. Without
the word sihala occurring not even once, in any of the 2000 or so
inscriptions, it is not proper to argue for a 'Sinhala Prakrit' at this
stage. Furthermore, as this same dialect and similar Brahmi
scripts were used in the pre-Common Era epigraphs of Amaravati
and Nargarjunakonda in Andhra Pradesh, one has difficulty in
labelling these scripts exclusively as 'Sinhala Prakrit'.
Nevertheless, Colin Masica, without considering any of these
factors follows Paranavitana, and refer to the language of the
inscriptions from the first century BCE as Sinhala-Prakrit
(Masica,C.P. 1991: 52). :

However, the Andhra situation is possible if the Sri Lankan
Prakrit had made its passage back to South India from Sri Lanka,
Apart from the Andhra inscriptions, Sri Lankan Prakrit has also
been identified in some potsherds found in Tamil Nadu
suggesting this flow-back. There is a suggestion made by Robin
Conningham and colleagues about the possibility of the Brahmi
script being first used in Sri Lanka and then spreading to South
India from here (Coningham ef al. 1999). If a script can be thus
transported, there is nothing to prevent the language too migrating
along with it. Furthermore, considering the similarity of the
modern Telugu, Malayalam and Sinhala scripts with one-another,
one wonders whether there was a linguistic connection in the
distant past between Sinhalese and these South Indian scripts.
This is an area which needs further investigative study.

Sinhala as a separate language with its own written script
evolved after the eighth century CE. The scripts of the Sinhala
language resemble those of Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada and
proto-Tamil scripts. Even a cursory look will reveal that the
rounded shape of the Sinhala script resembles the Dravidian
scripts, and are unrelated to Pali or Sanskrit. An analytical
examination of the Sigiri Epigraphy inscribed at the time of the
formation of the Sinhala script reveals that the scripts in many
instances are Tamil, Malayalam and Sinhala, and several in a
mixed form providing an insight into the architects of this
writing,

SINHALAAS AN INDO-ARYAN LANGUAGE

The Danish scholar and philologist Rasmus Christian Rask,
in a speech delivered at the Literary and Agricultural Society of
Colombo in 1822 identified Sinhalese as a dialect belonging to the
same class as Sanskrit (Rask, C.R. 1822). The identification of
Sinhala as an Indo-Aryan language and the Sinhalese as ethnic
Indo-Aryans was first made by the Germanic scholars Wilhelm
Geiger and Max Muller. In the preface to his 'Grammar of the
Sinhalese language' Wilhelm Geiger (Wilhelm Geiger, 1938)
wrote:
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“T hold that the first Aryan colonists under the guidance of
Vijaya came to Ceylon from north-western India, but that
immediately after this event, a lively intercourse began to take
place between the island and the provinces of north-eastern India.
By later immigrants from this part of the Indian continent, who
brought their own dialects to Ceylon, the north-western language
that was originally spoken here was of course,. considerably
influenced.”

This intriguing speculation of a mass migration and
colonisation of the Sinhalese people and their language from the
Indian subcontinent has been widely accepted by the majority of
the succeeding generations of scholars. However, an Indo-Aryan
language which closely resembled Sinhala has never been
identified in the Indian mainland; its nearest relative being Pali.
The only other language in South Asia which is close to Sinhala is
the 'Divehi' language spoken in the Maldive Islands. It is
significant to note that Buddhism was the religion practised in the
Maldive Islands and Pali, the language of that religion contributed
to the evolution of Divehi, before Buddhism was replaced by
[slarn,

Sinhala, which developed as an island language of Sri Lanka,
has several features which are not known in any other Indo-Aryan
languages. The influence of Dravidian and Munda vocabulary in
the Sanskrit and Prakrit languages is well documented. But, when
it comes to Sinhala, the Tamil language which belongs to the
Dravidian family has influenced not only the vocabulary but the
grammatical structure of the Sinhala language as well; so much so
that some scholars believe it belong to the Dravidian family of
languages. There are many features in the Sinhala language,
particularly in the vocal sounds which are neither Indo-Aryan nor
Dravidian. These elements are said to have come from the Munda
or the Polynesian languages. The Munda language too had
influenced the Sinhala vocabulary. For example, the Munda
word Kolamba which means a fort or harbour, was adopted into
Sinhala language and is now the name of the country's capital.

SINHALAAS ADRAVIDIAN LANGUAGE

The renowned Sinhalese scholar Mudaliyar Gunawardhana,
who was proficient in several languages including Pali, Sinhala
and Tamil, in his ground-breaking work 'The Origin of the
Sinhalese language' (Gunawardhana, W.F. 1918) argues that
Sinhalese is essentially a Dravidian language with regard to its
physical featurés and physical structure. Some of his important
grammatical comparisons of Pali, Sinhalese and the Tamil
languages are arevelation:

1. In Pali aspirated consonants are present while they are
absentin pure Sinhalese and Tamil.

2. InPalithere are eight vibaktis or tenses and moods of the
verb, whereas Sinhalese follows Tamil with three
ordinary tenses- present pastand future.

3. Palihas a distinct vocabulary for operative mood. Tamil
makes use of the ordinary verb for this, with the addition
of the suffix 'aha'. Sinhalese follows the same rule with
the addition of suffix 'va'.

4. The two coﬁjugal forms named atteno-pada and
parassa-pada in Pali are absent in both Sinhalese and
Tamil.

5. InPali, the verb is conjugated for the passive voice as for
the active, by means of suffixes. In Tamil the place of
suffixes is supplied by conjugated forms of the root
'padu’ to the suffix. In Sinhalese the device is the same,
the place of the suffixes being supplied by the
conjugated forms of the root 'laba' to receive.

6. In Pali the adjective is declined for gender, number and
case. In Tamil this is not so. Sinhalese follows the Tamil.

7. In Pali the relative clause is sometimes a necessity. In
Tamil this necessity is absent, and the place of the
relative clause is supplied by 'a verbal adjective. In
Sinhalese it is the same as in Tamil.

8. InPali, the verb-stem of the past tense is developed from

. the root either (a). by placing before the vowel 'a' or (b).

by doubling the initial consonant of the root. This is
unknown to Tamil as well as to Sinhalese.

9. In Tamil, the past tense is formed from the stem of the
past-participle adjective, by adding the personal
suffixes for the two numbers. It is the same for
Sinhalese.

Continued on Page No. 13
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10. In Pali there is no junction of words by means of the
epenthesis of y or v in a concursus of two vowels, the
first of which may happen to be i or i. In Tamil when i or
u forms the first of a concursus of two vowels, their
junction by means of the epenthesis as the case may be is
compulsory. So itis in Sinhalese.

11. In Tamil there are two verbs podu 'to put' and vidu 'to
leave off' which are affixed to other verbs just for the
sake of vivid expression, the substantive verb in this
case being put in the perfect participle. There is no such
idiom in the known Aryan languages. But the idiom like
in Tamil is present in Sinhalese. °

12.  In Tamil, after the Nominative and Accusative cases
have been given, the stem of the Accusative case is the
guide to the rest of the declension. In Sinhalese it is the
same; itisnotso in Pali. :

Mudaliyar W.F. Gunawardhana summarises his assessment
as follows:

“Language taken essentially is therefore, the sentence,
and grammar is the science which analyses and explains the
construction of the sentence. Scientifically, therefore, the
determining factor of a language is not the vocabulary but its
structure, and in this respect it must be said that Sinhalese is
essentially a Dravidian language... while in regard to its word
equipment, Sinhalese is the child of Pali and Sanskrit, it is with
regard to its physical features and physical structure, essentially
the daughter of Tamil.” (Gunawardhana, W.F. 1918).

In his introduction to 'Siddhanta Pariksanaya' Mudaliyar
W.E. Gunawardhana reiterated his conviction of the Dravidian
origin of the Sinhala language as follows: “I found that some of
the main features of Sinhalese grammar are quite out of tune with
their Aryan analogues, while all principles of fundamental
importance fully harmonize with their Tamil equivalents and fall
in natural with the Dravidian idiom. This forced on me the
conclusion that the structural foundations of the Sinhalese
language are Dravidian while its superstructure, ie., the
vecabulary, is Aryan.” (Gunawardhana, W.F. 1924: 19).

In recent years another investigative study about the
influence of Tamil upon the Sinhalese language was conducted at
the Oxford University by Peter Silva. His dissertation was never
published and the only copy that was available at the University
reference library is now withdrawn.

The oldest existing Sinhalese grammar 'Sidatsangarawa' is
an adaptation of the Tamil grammar 'Viracholivam' of the
cleventh century CE, being stated so by the author of
Sidatsangarawa himself. This would be not possible unless the
grammatical foundations of both languages for the most part are
similar.

It is also argued that the grammatical formation of the
Sinhalese language itselfis proof enough to establish the presence
of Tamil in Sri Lanka from early times. The structural
development of the Sinhalese language as discussed above could
not have been be possible unless the Tamil language was already
well known in Sri Lanka at the time of it formation,

The alternative explanation for this picture is this: Both the
Tamil and Sinhalese languages evolved from a common Proto-
Dravidian, sharing many features of the original grammatical
foundations. While Sinhalese replaced many of its original
word-forms with Pali, Sanskrit and Munda languages, Tamil
being insulated in the extreme south of India from the serious
infiltration of the above dialects, for the most part retained its
original mother language. There may be other explanations as
well; we could only speculate.

DR. XAVIER'S HYPOTHESIS OF ELU AS

THF PROTO
vTHE PROTO-

DRAVIDIAN LANGUAGE

It is well established that during the historic period in Sri
Lanka the Archaic Sinhalese language was known as Elu.
During the 1970s Dr. J.T.Xavier, a distinguished surgeon and an
eminent etymologist presented several epigraphic, literary,
linguistic and etymological evidences to show that the Proto-
Dravidian language during the pre-historic period in India and Sri
Lanka was also called 'Elu' (Xavier, J.T., 1977). Although some
of the evidences he presented are liable to criticism; some are

quite convincing, and some are worthy of consideration for

further study. The following are an updated version of his -

arguments,

1.  Elutthu, theScript of Elu

In Old Dravidian, the word for writing is Eluththu, meaning
the script of Elu. The word Eluthu meaning 'write Elu' is used to
describe the process of writing; and the scribe who writes the
language 'Elv' is called Eluththalan. These terms are still current
in the Tamil language (as Ezhuththu, Ezhuthu, Ezhuththalan)
indicating that the Proto-Dravidian language could well be Elu.
The words Elakkanam (grammar) and Elakkiyam (literature),
describing its linguistic rules and writing, also appear to be
words adapted from this Old Dravidian language (Xavier, J.T.
1977: 49-50).

2. Demelu,the Original name of Tamil

The Jain texts in their Prakrit language Ardhamaghadi, refer
to the Tamil language as Demely, and the people who speak this
language as Demelas. This is probably the original name for the
Tamil language, as it is recorded as Dameda/Damela in Sri
Lankan Prakrit, and as Aravelu in the earliest Choda (Telugn)
inscriptions.

The word Dem in Dravidian or Old Tamil means south,
Ancient Tamil poetry refers to the Pandyan king as Demmavan
Pandyan meaning the Pandyan who resides in the south. When
Elu, the proto-Dravidian was spoken in India, the southernmost
dialect of this language came to be known as Demelu or Southern
Elu (Xavier,J.T. 1977: 23).

The relationship between the extinct Elamite language of
ancient Elam in Mesopotamia and the Dravidian languages of
South India is well documented. It is believed that the Elamite and
Dravidian evolved from a common proto-Elamo-Dravidian
mother language (Mc Alpin, David 1981). Either Elamite and Elu
may be the offspring's of this mother tongue, or the resemblance
in theirnomenclature is just coincidental.

Maeluhha / Meluhha

In a clay tablet kept in the Berlin museum, belonging to
Emperor Sargon of Akkad (2370-2316 BCE), inscribed in the
Akkadian language is a cuneiform inscription, a portion of which
is translated into English as follows: “The great magilum boats
come to the quay of Akkad from the far off black country of
Maeluhha, bringing tempting precious carnelian, messagan-
wood, fine wood-of- the-sea, gold, silver, lapis lazuli, pearls, dar-
Jowls, haja, peacocks and even Maeluhhan dogs and cats. ”

Some cuneiform documents of the third millennium BCE
refer to the sons/people from Meluhha who had undergone a
process of acculturation into the Mesopotamian society of Ur
(Parpolaetal.:1977:152).

We are even told that there was a village named
“"Maeluhha” in the territory of the old city state of Lagash in
Mesopotamia, settled by merchant-traders from Maeluhha
(Oppenheim :1954: 64).

Considerable discussion has taken place about the
identification of Maeluhha/Meluhha, and the general consensus
is that it refers to the Indus Valley Civilization (Romila Thapar:
1975). The ancient Babylonian cuneiform texts are read as either
Maeluhha (Andrew George) or as Meluhha (Samuel Kramer).

The correct wording could be Maelukka, because there is no
aspirant ha in the Semetic languages. It should be noted that king
Hamurabi is spelt as Kamurabi in the Assyrian documents, and
the Sumerian king Bilgamesu became Gilgamesh in the
Akkadian. The word Maelukka or Melukka is closer to the Prakrit
Milakichu (Jaina Sutras, SBEXLV, p.414), which is a Prakrit
form of the Sanskrit word Mlechha, used to describe the non-
Aryans. The Jain literature Pannavana (Pannavana 1:37)
describes the two main ethnic groups of people in India as the
Arya and the Milakkhu.

Etymologically, the place name Meluhha/Maelukka could be
split into its roots Ma-Elu-Aka, meaning the “Great Home of the
Elu People” (David, H.S, 1972; Xavier, J.T. 1977:14). Tt appears
that when the Proto-Elamo-Dravidians who migrated from Elam
with their knowledge of agriculture, settled in the Indus valley,
they called themselves Elus. To call thems Elus, it is very likely
they spoke the Elu language.

Liands of the Elu people

4, TheSubmerged

The Tamil classics Silappadikaram (c.200 CE) and
Manimekalai (c.300 CE) speaks about "Kumari Nadu', an ancient
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land of the forefathers of the Tamils, which extended southwards
from Cape Comerin (Cape Kumari) of South India in the Indian
Ocean which was later engulfed by the sea. This event is
calculated to have occurred around 5,000 BCE, as the sea level
rose up by 100 to 120 metres during the five millennia between
10,000 5,000 BCE, at the end of the Last Ice Age. Although the
submergence of this land took place more than 5,000 years earlier
during the early Holocene, this event must have been retained in
the 'race memories' of these ancients and have passed from
generation to generation to be recorded at such a later date
(Gurov, N.V.: 1970).

The Tamil literary work 'Irayanar Akapporul' (also called
Kalaviyal), a seventh century work with a commentary by
Nakkirar, gives a list of the lands, rivers and hills of this Kumari
Nadu submerged by the sea. These lands were called Elu Tengu
Nadu, Elu Mathirai Nadu, Elu Munpalai Nadu, Elu Pinpalai
Nadu, Elu Kunra Nadu, Elu Kunagkarai Nadu and Elu
Kurumpanai Nadu (Irayanar Akapporul 1976: 5-9), Dr. Xavier
argued that the term 'Elu' could refer to the people who occupied
these lands as well as to the Proto-Dravidian language they spoke.
During 5,000 BCE 'Demelu’ (the southern Elu) has not separated
as an individual language, and the Proto-Dravidian Elu was the
language in vogue in the extreme south. Hence the submerged
lands of that period were called the 'Elu Lands'. The, name of
this lost land may have remained in the race memories of the
people to be recorded at a later date in Tamil literary sources
(Gurov, N.V. 1970).

5. TheNamingof Lanka as Eelam

If Elu language is the proto-Dravidian, it must have arrived
in Sri Lanka before the island got separated from the mainland
by the sea, and must have been adoptéd by a considerable
proportion of the population. It is quite possible that Demelu as
well the Sinha-Elu (Sinhelu>Sinhala) languages evolved from
the ancestral mother tongue Elu at different periods. Genetic
evidence clearly indicates that the nearest génetic relatives of
the Sinhalese people of Sri Lanka are not the Punjabis or
Gujaratis of North India; but the Tamils and the Keralites of
South India (Saha, N. 1988; Kshatriya, G.K.: 1995). It is
quite possible they shared a common ancestral mother tongue
as well.

*

It is rational to infer that the Elu people who occupied this
island called it Elu-aham, meaning the home of the Elus. This in
time becamer Eelaham, which was further reduced to Eelam or
Tlam. Even after the evolution of Demelu from its mother Elu, the
Demelu speakers continued to call the island Ilam or Eezham as
they did before.

Rev. Caldwell writing 150 years ago stated that the word
{lam was adopted from the form Silam used by the Buddhist
writers. He stated: “From the word Silam comes the Tamil
Ilam” (Caldwell, R. repr.1989: 9). To begin with, no Buddhist
writer have ever used the term 'Silam' to describe Sri Lanka.
The earliest use of a similar term 'Sihala’ was first used in
Dipavamsa only in the fourth century CE. The Tamil word
Eezha appears in a third century BCE potsherd discovered by
Pushparatnam at Poonakari (Pushparatnam,P. 1993); the term
Eezham also appgars in a first century epigraph at
Ramanathapuram (Raman,K.V. 1968); the first century
inscription Eezha kudumpikan from Thirupparangunram
(Mahadevan,l. 2003: 507); and the first century sangam
classic Pattinapalai about foodstuff brought by ships to
Kaveripattinam from Eezham. These epigraphic evidences
predate the Dipavamsa, by several centuries. The pundits who
edited the Madras University Lexicon had incorporated
Caldwell's view without giving credence to the epigraphic
evidence.

In a scholarly analysis Professor Peter Schalk of Uppsala
University, Sweden; has shown that 'ilam' is an original
Dravidian word; and that ilam<sihala is not plausible; while
the alternative ilam>sihala is plausible (Peter Schalk 2006:
197-209).

Dr.Xavier concluded that the Sinhalese and Tamils of Sri
Lanka are the descendants of the Elu people who migrated
through the Indus regions and South India into Sri Lanka. Four
decades ago his theory was scoffed by some of the intellectuals
both among the Sinhalese as well as the Tamils. Although his
theory that the ancient Elu language is the proto-Dravidian
remains a strong possibility, but not conclusively proven as yet,
the subsequent genetic studies vindicate part of his hypothesis
that the Sinhalese and Tamils of Sri Lanka evolved from the
same ethnic (genetic) stock.

Continued on Page No. 14
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From the pages of Hansard- 50 YEARS AGO

(Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan's Speech:
Continued from the previous issue)

But in Ceylon do we not know how many
thieves have lifted bundles of bank notes and run
‘away-bags of rupees? And do we not know how
many men dog the footsteps of cashiers going to
their offices with bundles of currency notes, and
how often they rob the cashiers? Do we not know
how many men going alone in this supposedly
peaceful city are belabored with clubs, as they go
about in rickshaws, and their things removed?
Universal suffrage to these persons? Where is
safety for us? What are the Commissioners talking
about? Universal suffrage has been given to men
and women in England and other places. But we are
not they.

The other day I came across an account in a
paper in which the present Prime Minister, Mr,
Baldwin, is reported to have expressed regret at
universal suffrage being given in England. (I tried
to hunt up that paper but unfortunately I was not
successful) That is their experience. Universal
suffrage is taking on the platforms on England
owing to the pressure and vehemence of a class of
men who want this universal suffrage. Why? To
go to heaven? No, Sir; to go to undesirable places.
In the world there are such things as prisons, there
are such things as misfortunes of all kinds.

Owing to these wrong principles and wrong
notions, our perspective is not at all clear. What is
the cause of all this? It is, I may say, first and
foremost the report of the Special Commissioners
and the suggestions made to the Commissioners by
various persons about the needs of Ceylon. Then,
Sir, I must say that distorted communications have
been made privately to the Commissioners about

the doings of some of the Members of the

Legislative Council and the supposed nnpasse
conditions which have been produced in the
Legislative Council.

I must next refer, as a fourth case, to the
misunderstanding of His Excellency Sir Hugh

Clifford with regard to the responsibility and

power of the Governor, We had a clear notion of
the responsibility and power of the Governor, He
had to govern the country with the approbation of
the Secretary of State and he was made
responsible, and in order to maintain his
responsibility, that is, this answerability to the
King and the Secretary of State, he was given
sufficient power. Well, Sir Hugh Clifford knew
this doctrine of responsibility and power as it was
when he first came to Ceylon somewhere in 1907
and it pleased him. He is a man of great ability
and he liked to have his own way. He went away
and afterwards like a meteor he comes to this
place and finds that doctrine of responsibility
which prevailed when he was first here, had
been swept away and another form of
responsibility and power given in its place. The
doctrine of responsibility and power, just as
everything else, changes and disappears in this
world of ours; it was bound to change with
progress of years.

AHIGHER RESPONSIBILITY

Sir Hugh Clifford found that His Majesty's
Order-in Council of 1923 was alerted by the
addition of and abundant number of Unofficial
Members who are responsible to the electorate, but
not responsible to the Governor of Ceylon. From
our point of view there is a higher responsibility not
set on papers but written deep in our hearts
responsibility to God and to making. We say we
have to think, speak, and act brining every thought,
every word, and every action the touchstone of
responsibility to God and to mankind. There is
nothing like this in any part of the Donoughmore
report. The responsibility there is the responsibility
to the Kingdom the part of the Governor. They
King's ideal of responsibility is this. I appoint you
as Governor and you have the Executive Council to
advice you, and there is the Legislative Council to
criticize and to help you in the good acts of the
Government. That is the theory of responsibility so
far as His Majesty's Ordering Council of 1923 is
concerned. But Sir Hugh could not understand it.
His difficulty to understand it was seen in his eye, in

~ his limbs, in his tongue, and in his movements. He

was sweating and fuming. He asked, what is the
meaning of this responsibility?

The Unofficial Members of the Legislative
Council have the power of the purse and they only
consult the Governor. It was difficult for Sir Hugh
Clifford to understand; fortunately I have the
privilege of speaking to Governor and Colonial
Secretaries and high officers of State. I told his

Excellency Sir Hugh, the doctrine of responsibility

has changed. If you refused to give an account
which the United Council wants, you will find
yourselfin a difficulty. You must train your mind to
yield unofficial Members, If you do not, they will
clamor for a ministry and the power of the purse
will be handed from you the Prime Minister who
will be the Lord Treasurer. “This is what you are
courting” I said, “the transfer of the power of the
purse to the cabinet Ministers.” Well Sir, what I said
was not quite appreciated.

The Govemor'S Dispatch

I came to Council and found my colleagues
fighting against this obstacle founded upon an
antiquated theory of responsibility by which the
Governor was obsessed. In Council I explained the
situation to my official friends too and my
conversations with them has had some effect
because I found that the Council Secretary and
some of the other officials were prepared to yield as
much as possible. I think that is on record. Things
were in this position when His Excellency the
Governor Clifford wrote a dispatch to the Sectary
of Sate. I do not know what His Excellency said
except what may be gathered from the report of
Donoughmore Commission. There is one fact
staring us in the face, namely, the report of the
Donoughmore Commission would not be taken by
the Government and placed on the table of this
Council. Well, in consequence of that Dispatch of
Sir High Clifford we found the Secretary of State
announcing that according to a promise made by
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the Duke of Devonshire that he was going to
appoint a Commission.

EXECUTIVE COMMITEES

Sir, we never asked for a Commission. We
were all for settling our difficulties in the best was
we could. Even the deputations that congress and
several other associates sent to England never
asked for Universal suffrage or a complete
alteration of the Executive Council, much less the
effacement and the abolition of the Executive
Council. Nor was that tasked in the interviews
granted to them by the Secretary of State. I think
you knew that yourselves, Sir. The Government
who was willing to do their best for the people then
asked of the leaders of the people to put their heads
together and give them a scheme which they could
consider. Then the Members did their best to
evolve a scheme but we could not do it, Sir. So all
that was proposed was to add found nominated
Members to the executive Council who, with the
existing Members, would be safety enough for the
Government of Ceylon. But a little time afterwards
somehow these four Commissioners came. They
asked everybody to state what was in their minds
and they announced that they came with open
minds. Their report came out with all the authority
apparently of the Government of Great Britain, but
it was not so. We know that because it was a report
ordered to be made by the Commissioners in order
that it might be submitted to the Secretary of State
to be considered by him.

' Of course he would not canslder it uniess it

'was sent to the Governor and lay on the table of the

Legislative Council, Well, the report was ordered
to be simultaneously published in England and in
this Island. We read in it the glittering warble of
universal suffrage and Cabinet Ministers with
Rs.27,000 a year each. Interviews were sought by
the papers with some of those men who think and
they said they were not prepared to express an
opinion just then but would do so in due time. In

the meanwhile public opinion was gaining ground.

The fair report was found to be unsuitable and
unworkable and it was resolved in the Legislative
Council that the Executive Committee System
with some of its attendant features should all be
turned down. It is like the entrails of a man pulled
out and thrown away. The entrails are gone and the
man must simply go down having no legs to stand
and no head to think; there is nothing else, and the
only thing that remains to be done is crematlon

CAN NOT BEACCEPTED

That is the position of aﬂ‘au's whlch naturally
developed according to the good sense of all our
leaders. The leaders certainly found some trouble
atone time.

The advice which the COmmjssione.rs'gives
about universal franchise cannot be accepted, and
for very good reasons. _

All this is not being viewed with a great deal of
amusement by all the communities, whether they
are Sinhalese, Tamils or Muhammadans. They say
“Now, we have seen light, and we hope this light
will continue to shine and work for our good”

(To be continued on the next issue)
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The Buddha's teaching is often divided
into three parts.

These are the :
e Three Signs of Beings
e Four Noble Truths
= Noble Eightfold Path
The Three Signs of Being

The Three Signs of Being are the ways
that the Buddha used to describe life.

1. Nothing in life is perfect. (dukkha) It
includes things like being bored and
uncomfortable, and everything which
is not satisfactory.

2. Everything in life - even solid things
such as mountains - is changing, all

* the time. (anicca)

3. There is no soul. (anatta) Instead, the
Buddha taught, what does carry on to
the next life is a person's life force
(Karma). The Karma can be good or
bad, depending on how the person
lives in this life.

12l is the First Noble Truth?

Dukkha: Suffering exists:

The first truth is that life is suffering i.e.

life includes pain, getting old, disease, and
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ultimately death. We also
endure psychological
suffering like loneliness
frustration, boredom, fear,
embarrassment, disappoint
ment and anger.

Iruth?

Samudaya: There is a
cause for suffering.

The second truth is that
suffering is caused by
craving and the needing to
control things. It can take
many forms: the desire for
fame; the desire to avoid
unpleasant sensations, like
fear, anger or jealousy.

What is the Third Noble Truth?
Nirodha: There is an end to suffering.

The third truth is that suffering can be
overcome and happiness can be attained; that
true happiness and contentment are possible. If
let go of our craving and learn to live each day
at a time (not dwelling in the past or the
imagined future) then we can become happy
and free. We then have more time and energy
to help others. This is Nirvana.

What is the Fourth Noble Truth?

Magga: In order to end suffering, you must
Jfollow the Eighifold Path.

The fourth truth is that the Noble 8-fold
Path is the path which leads to the end of
suffering.

What is Dukkha?
Dukkha is suffering.

All existence is
"dukkha"; without
permanence and therefore
filled with suffering

The Noble Eight-
Fold Path

The Noble Eight-fold
Path focuses the mind on
being fully aware of our
thoughts and actions, and
developing wisdom by
understanding the Four
Noble Truths. It is the way
Buddhists should live their
lives. The Buddha said
that people should avoid extremes. They
should not have or do too much, but neither
should they have or do too little. The "Middle
Way' is the best.

The path to Enlightenment (nirvana) is
through the practice and development of
wisdom, morality and meditation,

Three Qualities

Eightfold Path

Wisdom (panna)

Right View (understanding)

Right Thought

Morality (sila)

Right Speech

Right Action

Right Livelihood

Meditation (samadhi)

c\euerfiuinL_mremy:

Right Effort
Right Mindfulness

Right Contemplation (concentration)

YWhat are the 5 Precepts (morals)?
These are rules to live by. The main five
are:
e Do not take the life of anything living.
(Do not kill)

¢ Do not take anything not freely given.
(Do not steal)

e Abstain from sexual misconduct-and
sensual overindulgence.

e Refrain from untrue speech,

(Do
not lie) 3

* Do not consume alcohol or other
drugs. The main concern here is that
intoxicants cloud the mind.

Karma is the law that every cause has an
effect, i.e,, our actions have results. This
simple law explains a number of things:
inequality in the world, why some are born
handicapped and some gifted, why some live
only a short life. Buddhists believe that are
past actions have an effect on who or what we
are in our next life,

-
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