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Solicitors and Commiissioners for Oaths

Our Staff Speak
Tamil. Kannada,: 31 Conveyancing
Hindi and Punjabi ~f Quality

Accident Claims Employment Law
Civil litigation Immigration law Plannhing law
Commercial Litigation / Disputes BUSlﬂESS Wills and Probate Family law

The Law Society

Conveyancing- Commercial & Residential Property Liquor Licensing Neighbour Disputes




2 Your Grocery Shopping Gone Easy Now!

' 19 DEC 2017

“° Wherever you are in the UK, order all your favourite Sri Lankan "Groceries & Vegetables"
' from the comfort of your warm and cosy homes and get them delivered at your door step
Believe it or not! Now you can even order "Frozen Fish" and other "Frozen food" online!
We are delighted to announce
i our new venture elakkiaonline
an online shopping channel.
GROCERIES

Promo Code_. SIL2710

: @Free Delivery offer valid till 31 December 2015
*Tems and conditions apply.

Save time, trouble and money!
| www.elakklaonlme.com :

| Anothe ew venture from your favourite RUBY’S group
_.e%akidaonline oom i

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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~ EXCLUSIVE DESIGNER JEWELS & SAREES

Selvaraua Gold House & Textnle

Exclusive DesxgnerJewe!lery & Sarees

162b, Mitcham Road London SIU/17 9NJ
Tel: 8208 8767 3795 | 87825 885 269

WE SERVE *

South Indian, Sri Lankan, Indo Chinese,
Tandori & North Indian Dishes

LUNCH TIME DFFER

Mon < Frl from 12 noon to 3 30pm

CATERING —  FUNCTION HALL
We cater for Wedding, Available for Hire
Birthday Parties and Reserve up to
Other Events. 60 persons

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR NEED

Sarasas South Indian Restaurant
630-634, Uxbridge Rd,.Hayes,
Middlesex, UB4 ORY
- ,020 8561 8188 | E: mfo@sarasasrestaurant com

undatio
aham.org
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FENIX PROPERTY SERVICES LIMITED....

FENIX FHOPERTY SER‘VICES LIMITEB
2mimehr clgmelr HAYES, UX] RIDGE, HILLINGDON, GREENFORD, HARROW,
F LING, NORTHOLT spfl SLbzetlcd Bzt aned
bonsd BooEains M ol S gl srbugd

LETTING:
FREE MARKET APPRAISAL | FREE MARKETING | FREE INVENT ORY
REGULAR mECKIMG ! ! TENANTS | LOW COMMISSION
| SALES - ;
FREE VALUATION |FREE MARKETING LOW

. | COMMISSION
QUICK SALE IN MOST CASES | |

FENIX PROPERTY SERVICES LIMITED
Tel: 0208 004 1114, Web:fenixps.co.uk
FE HJ:MX 976 Uxbridge Road UB4 ORL

BT [ 20 BEBE SH44
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Tel: 020 87954627 | Fax: 020 89033185 | Email: stantonys@btconnect.com
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HOMELAND LIFELINE LTD

BASELY CREDIT SCORE ARE ALSO WELCOME

SECURED LOAN ON
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY & COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

1] Starters up to £30.000 without security.

'2] Any overdraft facilities up to £50.000
" depend on the turn over.

3] L.C depend on the import invoice value,
- (Less than 10% Margin)

4] Working Capital up to £200.000,
depend on the turn over in last six month
and the strength to proof the turnover.

5] Commercial Loans and Mortgages.
LTV start from 70%.

Up to 65% from High Street lenders depend
on status, Interest rate start from 3.45%.

6] Personal Loan: We won't do it.
But we can help to get from the companies
and the rate ranging from 4% to 36%.

7] We also introduce Residential mortgages
and Buy to let mortgages from our friendly
companies who are independently
authorised.

MmNy SOnialHHDH

DTN HHI SUNBUITEON LG0T BHEDGITLILD
SIDAPSVIDT S [BHRIGAT MIDDISH6IST AT GUND.

sNDEHI HDIGMSIND MBI HEHL GHND 1601
ABHHBHGID SHATWTF FDINISSIHEIBEHL GHND
ABBBIR UL ABHVL_FLBN D6 S (H D DTN HI.

DIBHT DUQUILIEHL_ uTsv BEISeT of (HibLD
MeNBUTeL 2 MG BB HHBBIGeMILI
SlovouBl HL o1 1ITFFFamamsDUIS |
SIS D@ HIOLTHEDBUL 60T
BT Gaennguig) siuogl 5 DIsIeonD.

DiFsmiqui au 1quist S s31 AINE BN HerT
slbsmip HIg HmPheH M1y ol Hsb
LUl HLeneorl QDA LIGDIPUI L6051

;. GlgrsLemsvuTeVHbhai (LI _6VWID.

HRiGaT 2 ISl BHSL 1LITF FenDIBDNID
HIbs BIDITHNBUL 601 sloBHI GFemaucmi
ABTABISVIL TV HFFUNOTS OIS LIS
Cxpomen HaujHa GClFuiuIiLin 6uTiD.

o misbat GHemou - HiDLTdHmD
sIEISBeT GFemol - D SHBHINTHID

WE HAVE FURTHER MORE SERVICES

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR
MORE INFORMATION & DETAILS °

CALL TODAY : 079 0843 7921

Address: 1 Lanceiot Parade,Lancelot Read Wembley, HAO 2AJ. United ngdom
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RESTAURANT

_ 700 Uxbr:dge Road Hayes Greater London UB4 ORX - -
www knshnarestaurantlondon co uk/ Emall. |nfokrlshnarestaurant@mall

_ 10% DISCOUNT |
o

OFF TOTAL BILL [ ]

Krlshna Prwate Catermg

i :'Thank yeu for ehoosmg Knshna or team would make it thexr pleasure in assmtzng or plannmg your future events.._
- Here at Krishna we can cater for events of 10-120 ‘guests on premise. If you choose to have your event at another

o lecatlon of your own choosmg we can provide services from 500 —2000 guests or mere. We cater fer vour weddmgs,- :
: ”__\efﬁce parl:les, somal_events, b!ack tle affalrs, rehglous events. :

) '.“ql-lll' about our weekiy corporate_..'dtscounts of 10% off When you book your luneh or dmner bookmg_“:;
' he ext door of K’nshna Cash & Carry The purchase recejpt has to be presented at Knshna

31 2 free (take away is only apphcab!e on selected
. ntems [:sted on the menu‘)
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NFF IN DEEP CRISIS

The National Freedom Front (NFF), led by
Wimal Weerawansa MP yesterday plunged into
deeper crisis with the party’s Deputy Leader
Weerakumara Dissanayake and NFF National
Organiser Piyasiri Wijenayake joining the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP).

They were joined by NFF North Central Provin-
cial Council member P. B. Kumara who too ob-
tained SLFP membership from the President.

Dissanayake and Wijenayake, two leading pol-
iticians who helped Weerawansa form the NFF,
obtained SLFP membership from President
Maithripala Sirisena at the Presidential Secre-
tariat yesterday morning.

Dissanayake and Wijenayake addressing the
media later predicted that the Joint Opposi-
tion and the political party affiliated to it, the
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna faces a mass
exodus of members as some of the JO leaders
were determined to divide the SLFP and the
coalition UPFA. Although not directly alleg-
ing, the duo indicated that their former leader
Weerawansa too could be one of them.

Dissanayake said, the three NFF members
had decided to leave the party as they did not
want a division within the SLFP or UPFA. He
said President Sirisena was the most suited to
lead the party and was fully prepared to back.

"A large number of JO members know that we
are right. You wait and see there would be a
mass exodus of JO members in the near fu-
ture,” he added. When questioned whether the
three members will contest under the UPFA
banner at the upcoming polls, Wijenayake said
it was too early to say but added they may
consider favourably if a request is made.

He said there were several leaders within the
JO fold who do not want an amalgamation '
between the SLFP and JO as they believed it
would negatively affect their selfish political
aspirations.

Dissanayake addressing a gathering in
Anuradhapura recently had indicated his
decision whilst calling on the public to support
the mandate of the SLFP. This new develop-
ment ahead of the much anticipated Local
Government polls comes just days after
another member of the NFF Jayantha
Wijesekara resigned from the NFF.

Wijesekera, a former member of the NFF and
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, had decided to
resign following the resignation of the party
secretary Priyanjan Vitharana.

At a media briefing, Wijesekera cited that he
had decided to quit the NFF foliowrng Vithara-
na’s resignation.

He called on “progressive politicians from the

- .
) BN

JVP and the NFF to join forces with President
Maithripala Sirisena.”

National Freedom Front (NFF) National
Organiser Piyasiri Wijenayake, fell out of
favour with the leadership after he severely
criticised Weerawansa over his statement on
bombing Parliament.

NET NEUTRALITY GIVES VOICE TO
THE PEOPLE: PM

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesin-
ghe on Thursday came out in support of Net
Neutrality, saying that unthrottled access to
the Internet is key to level playing field and
giving voice of the oppressed.

Speaking at the Global Conference on Cyber
Space in India he said that there is a need for
ensuring Net Neutrality, a principle that has
come under serious challenge in many parts
of the world including in US.

“Net Neutrality is the basic principle that
prohibits Internet service providers from
speeding up, slowing down or blocking any
content online,” he said. “It has been the
guiding principle involved in the way Internet
has always worked.”

Net Neutrality is the right of users to go
where they want and do what they want on
the Internet without the broadband provider
getting in the way.

It means a broadband provider can’t block
websites, throttle services or charge premi-
ums if certain online content in reached.

Wickremesinghe said: “Net Neutrality lowers
the barriers of entry by preserving the Inter-
net as a fair and level playing field and helps
businesses and entrepreneurs to thrive.

“Similarly the open Internet facilitated by Net
Neutrality allows marginalised and oppressed
segments that are not adequately represent-
ed in mainstream media to tell their stories
and get mobilised for justice as we have seen
in recent times.”

The Sri Lankan Prime Minister’s comments -
come at a time when there is a raging debate

over NefithtedtmliNoglabalty.Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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US regulator Federal Communications Com-
mission has said recently that it plans to roll
back the "Net Neutrality” rules adopted in
2015. Wickremesinghe further said that the
opposition parties in Sri Lanka faced blockage
of ISPs but when his party came to power,
the freedom to use the Internet was ensured.

=

“India the world’s largest democracy with

the second most populous Internet-user base i
took a critical step in this direction when it =
issued regulations in February 2016, when it ™=
banned zero rating,” he said.

Cyberspace has become repository of infor-
mation and knowledge, he said, adding that
contrary to traditional thinking the use of

open data does not compromise the idea of
security. Stating that open source data can
contribute in gathering more accurate infor-
mation, he cited the example of 2011 when a ’
super computer was able to pinpoint location

of Osama bin Laden.

Open source data analysis, he sdid, can be
more effective than collecting and using data
in a clandestine manner without a very speci-
fied target infringing on liberty and individual
freedom.

KDU MBBS DEGREE TO SAITM
STUDENTS - GMOA

Relevant authorities should pay their special
attention towards offering the MBBS degree
of Kothalawala Defence Academy (KDU) to
SAITM medical students, the Government
Medical Officers’ Association (GMOA) Secre-
tary Dr. Haritha Aluthge said. :

Addressing a press conference held at the
GMOA Head Quarters in Colombo recently he
said that the majority have proposed to end
the SAITM issue by offering MBBS degree of
KDU to qualified SAITM medical students.

According to Dr. Aluthge, the KDU MBBS
degree can be offered to the. SAITM medical
students after examining their qualifications.
Qualified students of SAITM should be given
a medical (MBBS) degree which is recognized
by the Sri Lanka Medical Council (SLMC). ]
At the moment private medical education is ﬁ
not a reality in Sri Lankan soil, The govern- '
ment should immediately stop changing the
name of SAITM and creating a similar con-
troversial institution. The gazette notification
abolishing SAITM should be issued immedi-
ately. Pre-agreed minimum standards of med-

ical education should be gazetted immediate-

ly without cutting down any existing powers ° =
of the SLMC, he added.

-
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~ “RIGHT TO LIFE” AS FR

» worker’s rights to name a few. The need to review
. and consider declaring English as an official lan-
B guage is also listed as a short term goal listed in

LB parSL

19 DEC 2017

NEW CONSTITUTION TO INCLUDE amendment to the Constitution in pursuant to
the review is to be undertaken by the Consti-
tutional Assembly. A review is to be conduct-
ed first, followed by preparation of a Consti-
tutional Amendment Bill and thereafter an

 enactment of the Constitutional Bill. President
Maithirpala Sirisena refers to the National .
Human Rights Action Plan for 2017-2021 as a
goal-oriented document in the Human Rights
arena, aimed at strengthening the national
processes and mechanisms for the protection
and promotion of human rights through sub-
stantial constitutional, legislative, policy and
administrative frameworks.

-

The National Action Plan for the Protection and
Promotion of Human Rights seeks to include the
“Right to Life” as a Fundamental Right (FR) in
the Fundamental Rights Chapter of the new
Constitution.

“Expanding the Government’s commitment

to human rights further, it has been decided
to formulate a National Human Rights Action
Plan (NHRAP) for 2017-2021. The Cabinet of

: Ministers hav iewed the draft NHRAP.
Accordingly, the Action Plan denotes that there il e d the

needs to be a review and consideration of the the : : ;
oe . : 'S The approved Plan contains feasible, action-
definition anld scope of the rlght-tc_) life adopt_ed N able apn% relevant action points pertaining to
tt?ehlnterndailt:mal Covenar(z:t on Cw_ll and Political ten key thematic priority areas. I am con-
Righte e iie EUropedi OIYeRUDROD. | fident that the relevant government insti-
Human Rights. This is to be referred to Parliament  +ione and line ministries will take every
through the Steering Committee reform. The necessary step to ensure the timely and
National Action Plan for the Protection and Promo- o, cacsfy| implementation of the Plan. I
tion of Human Rights 2017-2021 is an important  iparafore call upon all stakeholders to lend
document detailing the amendments of laws and this government their fullest support in im-
policies for the protection of human rights. plementing this Plan,” Prime Minister Ranil

; ickremesinghe noted in his message.
The document details changes that needs to be WIC ik mg i n_o _ : ihidh s g
brought into effect where civil and political rights,
prevention of torture, women'’s rights, migrant

Nationai Alliance
S5 SRnds i oL g

the National Action Plan in which the Constitution-
al Assembly will be the stakeholder and executor.

Accordingly, an amendment to the Constitution iS pe ELECTION COULD BE HELD
sought through ‘appropriate formulation adopted AFTER MARCH - AG

by the Steering Committee’. The National Action : :

Plan states that steps have been taken to provide e
effective remedies for the violation of the Official o : X,
Language Policy and that a review is being
conducted to promote respect for the Official -
Language Policy among private institutions and
associations. '

Where the Constitutional Assembly is concerned,
the National Action Plan seeks to include the
‘Right to Life’ in the Fundamental Rights chapter
of the new Constitution. It is noted that a review
and consideration of the definition and scope of The Attorney General yesterday informed
right to life adopted in the International Covenant the Supreme Court that Provincial Council

on Civil and Political Rights is sought. elections could be held after March next year
following the completion of the delimitation
process. Additional Solicitor General Indika
Demuni de Silva appearing on behalf of the

Inclusion of the Right of non-discrimination and

Right to health in the Fundamental Rights Chap-

ter of the constitution are other mandates of the Attorney General made these remarks pur-

National Action Plan which the Constitutional suant to Fundamental Rights petitions filed

Assembly has been tasked with. The time frame is by former Minister G.L. Peiris and six others

denoted as ‘short term’ however no specific time  challenging the enactment procedure of Pro-

periods have been cited. vincial Council Election Bill which were taken
up for support.

Other activities in the plan, include the creation of

a special unit within the National Police Commis- The Attorney General raised preliminary ob-

sion to investigate and take disciplinary action for jections seeking the Supreme Court’s juris-

complaints on torture orchestrated by the police. diction to dismiss (in limine) the Fundamental

Furthermore, a revision of the time bar to review Rights petitions filed by seven petitioners

FR application in respect of Article 11 in the Con- who challenged the enactment procedure of

stitution is sought. Accordingly, the National Plan - the Provincial Council Election Bill.

calls for an amendment to the time bar to pursue _

fundamental rights be increased to 6 months. 'Dmgiti-gé‘a %?W&&ﬁ}%?ﬂ%&bﬁ%ﬁgﬁmfmmed the

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Supreme Court that the Court does not have
a jurisdiction to hear this petition in terms
of Article 124 of the Constitution since it
challenges the legislative process of the
country. ASG Silva stated that by these ap-
plications the petitioners are questioning the
validity of the Provincial Councils Elections
(Amendment) Act, No. 17 of 2017 which has
been duly passed by the Parliament exercis-
ing the legislative power of the people.

Seven petitioners filed Fundamental Rights
petitions in the Supreme Court challenging
the legality of amendments purported to be
made to the Provincial Council Election Bill
at the committee stage of the Parliament on
September 20 this year. The petitions were
fixed for further inquiry on December 14.
President’s Counsel Sanjeewa Jayawardena
appeared for the petitioners.

UNP IS THE BEST BRAND FOR SRI
LANKA - PM

Sri Lanka must seize the moment when the
Indian Ocean becomes the gfowth region of
the world, Prime Minister Ranil Wickremes-

inghe said last evening. "I believe in brand-
ing, and we always say, the UNP is the best
brand for Sri Lanka,"the Prime Minister said.

He was speaking at an awards ceremony for
Sri Lankan brands sponsored by the interna-
tional Interbrand rating group at the Hilton
Colombo. “We missed the opportunities that
many of our Asian partners did in capitaliz-
ing on all those moments,” the Prime Minis-
ter said.

“For a country that was on par with Japan at
the very beginning, we seem to have missed
the bus on every occasion,”the Prime Minis-
ter said. He said that now, business leaders
must compete, building strong brands local-
ly and internationally to not only catch up,
but “leap-frog” into the developed world.

“Yes, (the Industrial Revolution) left Asia
behind,” the Prime Minister said. “But with-
out our wealth there would not have been
an industrial revolution in Europe.” “The
Indian Ocean has just started its growth
scenario,” he said. “It will go on: look at
South Asia, from Pakistan all the way to
Bangladesh, and beyond to Southeast Asia
and Indonesia... all these are countries that
are growing.”

“And here we are situated in the middle of

the Indian Ocean,” Prime Minister Wickrem-
esinghe added. Premier Wickremesinghe
said that to angle itself as a global hub,

the country must strengthen and add new
Free Trade Agreements with countries like
Japan,Singapore, and China. Pointing to the
brand awards, which honoured state and
private banks, telecommunications compa-
nies, and tea companies, among others, he
said the recognition should only be a start-
ing point. ‘

*1 am happy the three State banks have
achived first,second and third places re-
spectively (in the awards), but that does not
mean you can avoid the restructuring,” the
Prime Minister said.
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Economy experienced mixed

performance this year: Mangala

Finance and Mass Media Minister Mangala Sa-
maraweera said the economy had experienced
mixed performance during. the first nine months
of this year as industry services improved and the
inclement weather affected the agriculture sector.

He was moving the amendment to the Appropri-
ation Act No. 24 of 2016 yesterday in Parliament.
"The economy grew by 3.9 percent in real terms

in the first half of the year compared to the same
period in the previous year significantly marking
below potential growth prospects. The drought

and flood related disturbances mainly affected
agricultural activities reversing overall growth and
it spilled over to other sectors of the economy as
well,” he said. Minister Samaraweera said it was
required to increase the borrowing limit from Rs.
1579.1 billion to Rs. 1629 billion by amending the
section 2(B) of the Appropriation Act No. 24 of
2016. He noted that domestic supply disruption, tax
revision and increased prices of imported commod-
ities caused consumer price inflation to remain at
elevated levels during the year so far. In Novem-
ber, Colombo consumer price inflation rose to 7.6
percent and the growth of credit extended to the
private sector decelerated gradually during the year
as monetary policy remained tight and less accom-
modative.

“Meanwhile, revenue collection in the fiscal sec-
tor and the primary balance of the government
improved during the first nine months along the
fiscal consolidation as supported by the IMF funds
facility programme. Nevertheless, revenue estimate
for 2017 could not be achieved due to the delay

in introducing the new Inland Revenue Act. It will
be introduced from April 1, 2018 and the delay
dampened the economic activity which weighed on
income tax and taxes on goods and services,” he
said. The Minister pointed out that droughts and
floods incurred significant fiscal cost with immedi-
ate relief measures and steps to control disaster
destruction. He said the government intended to
spend more on disaster insurance while extending
the coverage to droughts so that more relief could
be provided ahead for those affected by natural
disasters.

"Further measures are underway to formulate
procedures to link up the weather related compen-
sation to an index which reflects changing weather
patterns so that government support is extended to
needy people in a better targeted manner, Target-
ed debt service payments owing to higher interest
payments and rupee depreciation made a sizeable
impact on the government cash inflows. Therefore,
some deviation from the envisaged budget deficit
target is likely in 2017 from the initial estimate of
625 billion to a revised estimate of 680 billion. Fur-
ther expanding the borrowing limit is warranted to
offset the immediate impact caused by unplanned
events on the government’s budget,” the Minister
said. “Such expansions would facilitate fiscal op-
erations and exert a lease burden on the ongoing
government funded activities,” Samaraweera said.
"The government will keep using the expanded
borrowing capacity to the least possible level,” the
Minister said.

All para tariffs will be removed over
next three years: Malik :

Development Strategies and International Trade
Minister Malik Samarawickrama said the Finance

e T D e I = e

- Ma
Minister took some measures through the budget to
remove para tariffs of over 1200 items with a road
map for the removal of all para tariffs over the next
three years. He was speaking on the Anti-dumping
and Counter wading Duties Bill and the Safeguard
Measures Bill in Parliament yesterday,

"Apart from this, substantial liberalisation will come
through new free trade agreements that we are
signing with Singapore, China and India. While wel-
coming greater trade with the rest of the world, we
have not forgotten to look after the interest of our
own industries at home. This is why the two bills
presented today are so significant,” he said.

Minister Samarawickrema said Sri Lanka was now
decisively moving towards an economy driven by
entrepreneurship trade and investment. “Our gov-
ernment will create one million jobs for the youth
and the only way to do this is by actively participat-
ing in international trade. We are not new to this

as we were a country where trade accounted for 80
percent of the GDP over a decade ago. Thereafter,
we slipped down and we are now at half of that. We
are moving to a more decisive and dynamic regime
by removing para tariffs or reducing duty through
bilateral trade agreements,” the Minister said.

Minister Samarawickrama said the Anti-dumping
and Counter Wading Duties Bill and the Safeguard
Measures Bill would be a measure to safeguard the
local industries. He noted that the Acts do not aim
to provide protection to the domestic industry, but
they are only remedial measures in the event of
injury to the domestic industry caused by dumping
or by subsidisation or by sudden surges of imports.

"The primary aim behind these remedy measures

is to re-establish fair competition and to provide
the domestic industry a level playing field,” he said.
“As part of the government’s trade policy, it will be
entering into bilateral free trade agreements with
India and China while its negotiations with Singa-
pore have reached its finality and the FTA is expect-
ed to be signed with Singapore towards the end of
January 2018,” Samarawickrama said. “FTAs with
Indonesia, Bangladesh, Thailand and others are in
the pipeline. Under these agreements, the govern-
ment seeks tariff liberalisation while gaining market
access in those countries,” he said.

"While these measures are taken, these bills have
been brought in to provide the legal framework to
go ahead strongly and confidently into further trade
liberalisation and greater trade openness while
knowing that the domestic industry has recourse to
a good legal framework to prevent unfair trade,” he
said.

Railway strike is unjust: Abeysinghe

"The railway strike is unjust as their issues were
discussed even with the President, and an agree-

“ment was reached. Despite the agreement, the rail-

way workers had embarked on a baseless strike,”

Transport and Civil Aviation Deputy Minister Ashoka

Abeysirighgtsaidi in\PaHtiaméntydsterddqtion.
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He was responding to opposition side members’

views on the proclamation made by the President

under the Essential Public Services Act published ™
in the Gazette Extraordinary No 2048/47 dated

= 09.12.2017. Deputy Minister Abeysinghe said the

opposition members’ claim that army personnel

- would be employed to the Railway Department was

baseless. “Railway workers’ demands are unjust.

They were given three discussions and all possible
attempts were taken to resolve their issues,” he k
said.

The Deputy Minister said the Railway employees de-
manded to change the recruiting procedure of En-
gine Driver Assistants. “They demanded to recruit
unqualified people, and not to hold tests to select
them,” the Deputy Minister said. “They had discus-
sions with the President as well. Even after coming
to agreements, they have resumed the trade union
action. The Prime Minister and the Minister have
submitted a joint paper to the Cabinet to resolve v
the salary issue. A committee was appointed in this
regard,” the Deputy Minister said.

He said a discussion was arranged for the trade un-
ions to focus on their issues with the Finance Minis-
try Secretary. "We had to proclaim public transport
an essential service because trade unions resorted
to strike amidst all these attempts to resolve their
issues,” the Deputy Minister said.

=

He said the measure had to be taken for the sake
of 2,000 employees. He said the government was
aware that the measure would affect other 18,000
employees as well. “But we have no other option
to resolve the issue,” the Deputy Minister said.
“Instructions were issued not to send the letters
informing the employees that they have left their
employments. But we will have to do so if they do
not report to work,” the Deputy Minister said. “The
employees get paid overtime for nearly 600 hours,
so what they are doing now is unjust,” the Deputy
Minister said. '

&
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Some parties attempt to gain political
mileage through protests

Some parties attempt to score during election peri-
od by organising protests, while others are working
hard, UNP Parliamentarian Ajith Mannapperuma
said in Parliament yesterday.

He said the public should understand for whom to
vote at the elections. He was responding to opposi-
tion side members’ views on the proclamation made
by the President under the Essential Public Servic-
es Act published in the Gazette Extraordinary No
2048/47 dated 09.12.2017.

MP Mannapperuma said members of the parties
that shot children on the head when they attempted
to study with the light of kerosene oil bottle lamp
were speaking about protests, “The Maithri-Ranil
government is ready to listen to all,” MP Mannappe-
ruma said. “But those days it was not so. The pub-
lic servants were tied to trees. The teachers were
made to kneel down. When people asked for com-
pensation for fuel, Antony was killed. “People were :
killed when they asked for water at Rathupaswala. [ S
During the previous regime, trade union activists

were abducted in white vans and killed.” He said

the ordinary people elected this government and e
they should be provided with facilities. “The people

should not misuse the freedom that they were .
given by the government,” he said. ° .
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SRI LANKA: LET US UNITE AS WORLD TAMILS AND WORK TIRELESSLY FOR REALIZING THE DREAMS OF OUR MARTYRS!

Martyrs’ Day, a day to celebrate the great sons and daughters of
our nation. Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE).

A day for the Tamil people all over the world to remember with
affection the valiant heroes who fought for the liberation of
our nation and people and fell down as seeds. A great day of
the Great Heroes of the nation of Tamil Eelam who asserted
themselves as a synonym of sacrifice and sowed the seeds of
new hope for the oppressed peoples around the globe. The
Martyrs were the protective bulwark of our nation. A symbol of
the people’s thirst for freedom. They lived their lives as pioneers
of a new society they intended to build, and acted as national
architects raising on the soil of the Homeland a society where
equitable social justice prevails.

The Martyrs and their Abodes of Final Rest are monuments of
equality. The Martyrs’ Day is the occasion for our people to hold
in equal esteem and pray in the temple of their hearts all the
Martyrs who laid down their dear lives for the emancipation of
our beloved motherland. The Martyrs’ Day is a day on which
our nation glorifies as issues of one mother all our children who
fell for the cause of national emancipation, as equals without
any discrimination as to whether senior or new-comer, male or
female, or old or young. The TGTE joins the Tamil people all over
the world on this, the Martyrs’ Day, in saluting, and paying our
heroic homage to, our Martyrs, the Great Heroes!

Dear People!

The Martyrs sacrificed their invaluable lives for realizing the po-
litical objective of forming a separate sovereign and independent
state of Tamil Eelam on the territory of the Homeland of Tamils,
They took up arms, convinced, through historical experience, that
the ushering in of an independent state of Tamil Eelam is the only
political arrangement for the Tamil people to lead a free, equita-
ble and secure life protecting them from genocide by the Sinhala
state. Our martyrs whom we hail as Great Heroes were out and
out national fighters, never racists. They always fought for the
emancipation of our people and the retrieval of our Homeland,
never for occupying other nations. They always fought for protect-
ing our people from genocide, and as such our martyrs’ struggle
against the crime of genocide is most progressive and can even
be a beacon light for the freedom of the peoples of the world.
Thanks to the protracted struggle waged by our Great Heroes,
our Nation grew conscious of its character and set out harnessing
itself into a strong nation. It is due to the sacrifice of the martyrs
that, even though our land is small, our Nation has attracted the
attention of the whole world. But for our martyrs’ unflinching
struggle tempered with supreme sacrifice the Tamil people’s na-
tional problem would not have drawn to itself the attention of the
international community,

The project genocide launched by the Sinhalese in the 1950s

had hit a snag due to the struggle of our Martyrs, Without their
heroic campaign the Sinhalese would by now have made rapid
advances in their project genocide. This can be discerned from the
project structural genocide deliberately being undertaken by the
Sinhalese since May 2009. The Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam (TGTE)drew up its policy with the object of realizing the
Martyrs’ dream. When we launched the TGTE in the year-2010 we
had the Martyrs at heart. Thence unto this day the TGTE has been
taking measures on the international arena for the establishment
of an independent state of Tamil Eelam. The TGTE has proved
itself unique in its approach of adopting transparent measures of
political and diplomatic struggle by democratic means.

Political and diplomatic means are interlinked with each other.
The strength we build up by political means would open up more
opportunities for aur diplomatic moves. As we grow stronger and
stronger we would become a force to reckon with in the inter-
national balance of power. Although at present we are not as
powerful as when the armed struggle was on and we had our de
facto state, even now we remain a strategically important people
capable of gaining strength based on soft power. Our homeland
still retains its strategic weight. The international powers base

their international decisions on their own interests. As our Na-
tional Leader once said, the international order does not run on
wheels of moral ethics, but turn on interests. We can now clearly
see how prophetic his words have turned out to be. The interna-
tional big powers concerned with the island of Sri Lanka have not
taken the stance of expressing support for the oppressed people
of Tamil Eelam being subjected to genocide. On the contrary they
are more anxious about bringing forth a government favorable
to, and defending, their interests. Their approach is to handle the
internal situation accordingly. In this context we can see two kinds
of attitudes in Eelam Tamil politics towards handling the interna-
tional powers. One is to wait for a benevolent glance from the
international powers; to accept without protest the standpoints
of the international powers and beg for a little kind considera-
tion. Such leaders as represent this attitude do not put sufficient
pressure on the international powers from the viewpoint of a
strategically important people.

So, these powers, which are liberal in praising these leaders in
words, simply ignore them when it comes to deeds. But our
leaders of this attitude would console themselves and the people
saying, “We are speaking to the international powers, we will
soon see good progress, we can do nothing by antagonizing the
international powers,” etc. Those who represent the second atti-
tude reject outright the international powers not accepting their
standpoints and isolate and alienate themselves from the inter-
national stage. They severely denounce the international powers
for their actions contrary to the interests of the Tamil people and
tend to see them as ‘international conspiracy’. They find not much
use in developing contacts and working with the international
powers and are not sufficiently interested in international political
and diplomatic moves.

We are of the considered view that these two attitudes are not
conducive to correctly handle the international community. Hence
the TGTE considers it necessary to adopt a third new attitude
other than the above-mentioned two and is taking steps towards
that end.

We do not repudiate the role of international politics and geo-
politics and that of the international powers in the struggle of
the Tamil Eelam people for the right to self-determination. On
the contrary, we very well understand their importance and think
of ways how to turn them in our favor. So we do not reject the -
international powers. At the same time we refuse to accept Tamil
leaders acting as handmaids of international powers or endorsing
the decisions of the international powers without protest, even
when they go against the interests of the people of Tamil Eelam.

- A case in point is our approach towards the decision of the United

Nations Human Rights Council in 2015 to entrust the Government
of Sri Lanka with the transitional justice mechanism. This was a
step in the interests of the international powers, but against those
of the Tamil people. One section of the Tamil political leadership
accepted it without protest, while the other section rejected it
outright and strongly condemned it.

The TGTE criticized the UNHRC decision on proper grounds and
appointed a watchdog committee by the name MAP (Sri Lanka
Monitoring and Accountability Panel) consisting of international
experts. This panel is working as monitor at the international

level on the basis of the UN Report. We have hereby taken a step
forward in preparing the ground for us to approach the interna-
tional arena from our standpoint. It can be well discerned how the
international powers in the UNHRC are closely taking cognizance
of the activities of the monitoring panel appointed by us.

Dear friends!
The Sinhalese hope of drowning to end the Tamil people’s struggle
for national liberation at Mullivaaikkaal has turned out to be a
pipedream. The Sinhalese efforts at showing the island of Sri Lan-
ka to be a nation and its inhabitants to be a people and burying
the Tamil and Muslim peoples in the Sinhala majority has not
succeeded thus far. Yet the Sinhalese would not give up. Like the
mythical Vikramadhithya of our childhood stories the Sinhalese
are again anghgain Rucs N e S1ER AvaFeHs tiisksiahe
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recent initiative for enacting a new constitution is just the latest
venture to assert Sinhalese hegemony over the Tamil and Muslim
peoples. The Sinhalese leaders with the help of the international
powers have put up a show of the new constitution being adopted
with the main purpose of solving the Tamil national question. A
few Tamil leaders have also abetted this farce.

The Sinhalese leaders set up things to drag on time to their
advantage and the Tamil leaders made much ado and trumpeted
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that a federation though not called by that name was coming, But .

the interim report and the other indications available thus far only
point to a scenario of the new constitution only tending to further
strengthen the Sinhalese-Buddhist supremacy. In the opinion of
some analysts, the Sinhalese leaders would, after buying the time
they need, abandon the initiative for a new constitution. It is how-
ever our considered view that only when our status as a nation is
recognized can a political solution be found for the Tamil people.
The TGTE opines that the efforts towards a political solution
should be based on the recognition of the people of Tamil Eelam
as being entitled to the right to self-determination and seeking
remedial justice for being subjected to genocide.

In this regard, any political solution for the Tamil people should-
be arrived at only after obtaining a mandate from the Tamil Eelam
nation through a special referendum in the homeland of Eelam
Tamils as well as among the diaspora Tamils. The TGTE calls for .
such a referendum. It is our standpoint that any referendum for
the whole country without recognizing the Tamil people as a
nation or as being entitled to the right to self-determination will
never be accepted by the Tamil people as part of an effort to find
a political solution. We have already announced a campaign called
YES TO REFERENDUM with regard to the referendum to be con-
ducted among the Tamil people. This campaign is to be launched
as a people’s movement in January 2018. Details of this campaign
will soon be made public. Meanwhile, it is learnt that a group
believed to be connected with the Sri Lankan government has
forged a statement in my name that the TGTE would be dissolved
in January 2018. It is our firm belief that such false statements
would by no means confuse our people.

Dear People!
As we memorialize our martyrs, it is necessary that we keep in
mind their political dreams. Our act of memorializing the martyrs

. should not be reduced to a ritual of our cplture.

Every lamp that we lit in memory of our martyrs, and every flower
we place at their feet should give us the determination to move

forward. The martyrs’ families who gave unto the homeland their i

sons or daughters, husbands or wives, their dear ones deserve
our nation’s respect. Many of them, we are aware, are in despair
whether the sacrifice of their dear ones would be in vain. It gives
us a lot of encouragement and great joy that people are enthu-
siastically taking part in the Martyrs Day events in the Homeland
areas defaced by Sinhalese occupation. At the same time we
plead with the political leaders observing the remembrance of
the martyrs to advance the politics that seeks to bear in heart the
dreams of the martyrs.

The hope should be deep in us that the sacrifices of our martyrs
would never be in vain. Masses united are a great force. We must
act with a staunch hope and belief that our activities would bring
justice to our martyrs and our people killed in genocide by the
Sinhalese.

Let us take a pledge on the Martyrs Day that we will unite as
world Tamils, assimilate into us the dreams and sacrifices of the
martyrs and work tirelessly to realize their ideals.

Viswanathan Rudrakumaran
Prime Minister

Transnational Government <
of Tamil Eelam (TGTE)
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. : DATES ANNOUNCED FOR THE 18TH MEETING
OF CONFERENCE OF PARTIES TO THE CITES TO BE HELD IN COLOMBO

The government announced that the Meeting of the Conference mindful of the challenges that remain to be overcome at national and
of Parties to the Convention.on International Trade in Endan- international levels, the Ambassador added.

gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), to be attended
by 183 State Parties, will be held from May 22 - June 3, 2019 With more than 3,000 delegates expected to attend the event in Sri

at the Bandaranaike Memorial International Conference Hall Lanka in 2019, it is expected to open up opportunities for the locals in
(BMICH) in Colombo. the areas of biodiversity conservation, tourism promotion, and cultural

diplomacy, and also promote Sri Lanka as a preferred venue for inter-
Sri Lanka’s Permanent Representative to the UN in Geneva, national conferences.

Ambassador Ravinatha Aryasinha made the announcement _

addressing the 69th Standing Committee of CITES meeting in  The event and lead up to it, is also considered as an opportunity to

Geneva, recently. : raise awareness among Sri Lankans on trade in wild fauna and flora,
and the need for conservation of rich biodiversity in the country.

He said as a country with rich biological diversity, Sri Lanka is

fully committed to the implementation of the CITES provisions  The offer to host the 18th Meeting of Conference of Parties to the

to ensure sustainable trade that takes into account the conser- CITES to be held in Sri Lanka was initially made by Minister Gamini

vation of wild fauna and flora essential for a healthy and pros-  Jayawickrama Perera, which was endorsed by the 17th Conference of

perous economy. Parties to the CITES held in South Africa in 2016. CITES is an inter-
o : national agreement between governments which aims to ensure that
B He further drew attention to the recent actions taken by Sri trade of wild fauna and flora does not threaten their survival.

B Lanka in fulfilling its commitment under the Convention, includ- ,
¥ ing the seizure of illegally traded blood ivory, which was publicly The Sri Lankan delegation to the 69th Standing Committee meeting
destroyed in 2016, as well as the initiatives taken to list thresh- headed by Ambassador Aryasinha also included M.G.C Sovoriyabandara,

er shark species under CITES Appendix II as a protected spe- Director General of the Department of Wildlife Conservation and Na-
cies. tional CITES Focal Point, Mafusa Lafir, First Secretary, Permanent Mis-

| sion of Sri Lanka in Geneva and Daniel Fernando, Advisor to the Minis-
The offer to host the Conference was made as Sri Lanka is ter of Sustainable Development and Wildlife, and Buddha Sasana.
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Tel:- 07448 55 48 48

Contact In India: 0031 809 609 1166 &0091 809 609 6633
Emall' andhraguruji@gmall.com
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(Starters & Welcome Drinks Included)

& LIVE MUSIC
Nishankan
Featuring with Sachin

e Entrance Raffle Draw
= e Best Dancing Couple Competition
“Book in and many more...

Advance Adult - £30.00

_ to Avoid S B - Kid - £20.00
Disappointment e R (2-10Yrs)

!{IHE\(, SU \

i-i TEL BEESTAURANT '%:u-q

138 Greenford Road, Sudbury Hill, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 3QL
Tel: 0208 422 2575 - Email: admsn@nsmgsunhotels com - www.risingsunhotels.com

noolanam.org | aavananam.org
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Pure Vegetarian

8 Village Way East, Rayners Lane
- Pinner, Middlesex HA2 7LU

ALL UNLIMITED!

(2 HRS SERVICE)

* GHEE ROAST
« PODIMASALADOSA

* ONION CHILLI UTHAPPAM
* MIX VEG UTHAPPAM

* MEDHU VADA - SAMBAR
* VARIETY CHUTNEYS

* VEG. BIRIYANI « SWEET

« ALL INCLUSIVE

‘Madras Thali (Normal) £6.99 MONDAY - SUNDAY:
Bombay Thali (3 extra Curry) ~ MIN-30 PERSON, £6 70 £8 PER PERSON

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

* PLAIN DOSA « MASALA DOSA
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Do you want to sell your property?

Do you want to rent your flat or house?

12 year experience in property — Estate Agency

We ca | ’pr‘a\.fidéﬂref‘zt guarantee with your letting properties
We will acﬁieve the best price for your property

You call us for your solution

0208 00 444 77

wosestatesdeoonk, 28 Rayners Lane, Pinner, HA5 5DX
SE LS
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