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A bunch of beautiful flowers without fragrance is compared to those

who are unable to explain what they learnt. By suswiTeaT
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Do not harbour ill feelings towards those harmed you

Don't associate with murders and thieves

Despise not the learned and wise

Do not covet married women

Do not argue with the sovereign

Live not in a village that has no temple

Oh! My heart! Praise Lord Muruga who is in peacock chariat.
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'The Missing Land

My land was once beautiful peaceful and United
With all races hand in hand connected

No riots, No crimes, No Discrimination

No Need for Cries, Plot or Separation.

But what sins have we done now

To undergo endless sufferings

In rioting, looting, raping, burning and killings
Constantly in 1957, 1977, 1983 and since then?

Shot like dogs, burnt alive, burried in heaps
Packed like animals in camps to weep
Lakhs were massacred and dumped in pits
Shells were aimed to make them bits.

What happened to the lands in Wanni?

Dwellings are shattered and burred deep down- to hear is funny
There is a God above with an opened ledger

Who destined the fate of Hitler and Sadam in Measure

By K. Semasundaram
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Ragavan and his wife
Meera were swinging in the
swing, under the mango tree,
in front of their beautiful
house and they were talking
to each other. Ragavan asked
his wife, "My dear, you don't

seem to be happy, what is
wrong with you?". Meera
was puzzled and she said,

"Why nothing wrong with
me, | am fortunate to enjoy
life very happily with a very
loving husband, you are very
loveful and lawful. We are
blessed with two obedient and
intelligent children, We are all

Short Story

~+ healthy and

- prosperous”. Ragavan
interrupted and said,
“What more should we
expect in life”. Meera
replied, “Sure, but since
of late, I have been
thinking about the
future of our children.
You have been doing
everything with a good
intention and also
usefully. What about
the future of our
children? Are they well
provided for a bright
futare?”

Ragavan said
astonishingly, “Well!
‘What you mean by a bright
future? I wish, I should relate
the struggle, we had to
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Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



e

undergo as young children.”

At once Meera said,
“Oh! My beloved, from the
time I had known you, you
had been very happy,
chivalourous and ready to
help the needy”.

Then Ragavan added,
“That 1s because we had to
undergo, so much of
hardship and [ could realise
the hardship of other people.
Well! You don't know my
father. I lost my father, when
I was a small child. My elder
brother is Mahadevan and
my second brother is
Kesavan. My mother and my
grandmother worked hard
that their sons should come
. up well and live
prosperously like our
relations. When father fell
ill, my elder brother
Mahadevan had to work as a
clerk in my father's
company, hence preference
was given to my brother. My
brother was also called as
“the chip of the old block”,
as he too worked hard and
sincerely. My mother was
worried because the
responsibility of the family

was thrust on him, and his
studies were interrupted. My
second brother Kesavan
studied hard, thinking that he
should fulfill my mother's
ambition. He entered the
Medical College and turned
out as a doctor. Still my
mother was not satisfied. She
thought she could send him to
London to earn more money
and live like our rich relations.
She sold all her jewels,
borrowed money for high
interest and sent him to
London. Kesavan had to study
hard and pass the London
Examination to work in
London hospitals. He got
through the London
Examination and worked in
London hospital. He worked
hard in order to settle the
debts. Then we got a shocking
news, that he was sick,
suffering from diabetes and
kidney infection. His kidneys
had to be replaced. As time
went on, he became very sick
and was unable to work. After
a few years he passed away.

My elder brother thought
that his sacrifice was all in
vain and he should go abroad

12
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and earn money. That idea of
earning money and competing
with our relatives was instilled
in our young minds by our
mother and grandmother.
Mathavan resigned his job
without our knowledge. He
gave all what he had earned to
an agent to get employment in
a foreign country. But what
happened? As usual the agent
deceived him; he lost his job,
all his savings. What you
think the result would be? he
got a nervous breakdown.
Then my family condition was
so bad. I had to give up my
studies and seek for an
employment."

Then Meera asked “How
did you qualify yourself?”

“That is what I am going
to explain to you. Where lies
success? Is it in the mind, or
in hard work? or in our
qualification?”

Meera was confused and
she said that she cannot
explain. So Ragavan
explained “Listen to me
. carefully, then you will
understand where lies the
secret of success - I was also

not satisfied with my earning.
At the end of the month
everyone would be happy, as
they would receive the pay-
packet, but I would be very
much worried and upset. Then
I too tried like my brothers to
goabroad and earn a lot of
money. When I was pondering
how it would materialise. |
saw an advertisement that we
can go to a foreign country in
a Student Visa. [ applied to a
University in Canada,
fortunately or unfottunately I
was given a chance to enter
that University. This time my
mother was very reluctant and
very much worried but she did
not stop me. Only when I
went there I realised that was
also an illusion folly. I had
already spent my earning, so [
had to earn my living. In that
condition I couldn't proceed
with my studies."

Then his wife asked “Why
you couldn't earn money for
your living and for your
studies also?”

“1 too thought as much. We
had to adopt ourselves both
for their climate and to the
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manner of their living and
diet. So at the beginning it
was very, very difficult to

earn and to study”

“So what did you do?”
asked Meera.

“What could I do? You
tell me” said he.

“Now you know where is
the mistake? Where lies
success? Definitely it is
within you. We should think
twice before making a
decision. Regretting after
committing the mistake is
useless. We must he always
alert and attentive.
Discriminate every point and

then only make the judgment.

Rightly thought out decision
is always beneficial”

“So how did you achieve
the present status?” asked
Meera.
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5
17a

"au‘ Hsm eomt v retirtied _

v’

to l-ﬂ Lam:a with hﬁ T ™
determination that we could’

thrive well, if we can make
use of all our talents, with the
helping my Boss, I studied
hard while working, qualified
myself to be an electrical
Engineer. So now you
understand that we should
guide the children to follow
the right path and make their
own decisions correctly, to
build up their life. We should
not make them depend on
others. They must be brave
enough to face their life. Our
duty is to check, watch them
and guide them in the proper
way. You must be alert that
they would not get into bad
company. A good company
always helps them in the
upliftment of their
personality. So be a good
mother 'The hand that rocks
the cradle rules the world'.
Now you understand, "Where
lies success?' The mind
percieves and the !ntcﬂg{c‘[e
Jcc es. If the perception is
correct, the decision will be
correct. The mind and '

lect would be in the same
then everything will be
successful,

-Ms. Jegasothy Chellappah
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LET'S LEARN TO SPEAK IN ENGLISH
ebmaﬂmgglm Gusl LPBGMD . .

WTSENDITAH & DT 6D

Monthly Conversation

By: Professor A.V. Manivasagar, Ph.D.
Head/Dept. of Political Science
University of Jaffna

Teacher and Student

This is a dialogue between a new student, who has taken
admission in the spoken English class and the teacher. The
teacher introduces the student to her class.

Student: May | come in, Student: Madam, I took the
Madam? admission today itself.

Teacher: Yes, please come in. Teacher: Please show me your

e identity card.

Student: Madam, is this the class
for spoken English? Student: Madam, they have not

issued to me the identity

Teacher: Yes, please. You are card as yet. I'll get it
in the right class. tOMOrTrow.

Student: Madam, 1 am a new Teacher: Have you got the receipt
student for spoken for the payment of the
English class. fee?

" Teacher: Have you taken the Student: Yes madam. Here is the
admission? receipt for the fee. They
have also given me this

Student: Yes, madam.

Teacher: When did you take
the admission?

admission slip.

Teacher: Show me these.

Student: Have these madam.
' 17
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Teacher: Keep standing here.
Let me write your roll
number and the name in
the aitendance register.
What's your name?

Student: Madam, my name is
R.Kesavan.

Teacher: Now, let me ask certain
questions from you to
tntroduce you to my
class.

Student: Yes, madam.

Teacher: What's your
educational
qualification?

Student: Madam, I am an arts

graduate,

Teacher: From which University
did you pass your B.A.?

Student: Madam, I passed from
the Jaffna University.

Teacher: In which year did you
pass your B.A?

Student: Madam, 1 passed in
2008.

Teacher: What's your division in
B.A? '

Student: [ got just second class,
lower division.

Teacher: What's your hobby?
Student: Madam, my hobby is

18
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collecting old coins.

Teacher: How many coins have
you got?

Student: I have got one hundred
and twenty coins,
madam.

Teacher: What's your ambition
in life?

Student: Madam, [ want {o
become a Bank officer.

Teacher: Have you applied for
any bank post?

Student: Yes madam. [ have
applied for the post of
Junior Executive Assistant
in Charted Standard Bank
in Colombo.

Teacher: Have you passed the
written examination?

Student: Yes madam, I am
waiting for my
interview letter.

Teacher: What do you expect
from this class?

Student: | want to improve my

Teacher: Very good. I am sure if
you attend our spoken
English course for six
months, you will
become a fluent speaker
and you will also be
able to remove your
hesitation.

Student: Madam, [ become quite
nervous while speaking
in English.

Teacher: Never mind, Practice
makes a man perfect.
When you finish this
course, you will be able
to overcome your
nervousness while
speaking in English.

Student: Thank you madam.

Teacher: O.K. Now, please sit

down.
sk ok

Education is the ability
to listen to almost
anything without losing
your tember or your

English speaking and self-confidence.
remove my hesitation, :
as | am going to appear -ROBERT FROST
before the interview
board in the near future. '
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