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Over a Century...
A Brief History of Skandavarodaya College

An English school was started at Kanterodai in 1892 by the
late Muddliar Muttuvelu. Mr S Kandiah, who had studied under
the great doyen of school masters, Page Vaithianathan of
Manipay, taught English in this school. Financial difficuities
made the Mudaliar abandon this school after two years,

Mr Kandiah, who had even at that young age of 23, realised
that educating the poor children wasthe highest form of service,
started a school in 1894 by the name of Kanterodal English
Institute in a shed put up on a piece of land belonging to the
lateMr S Seenivasagam. Helaught English and Mr A Kandiah
taught Tamil. Mr Seenivasagam, later endearingly called Seeni

Upathiar, was the Manager. In 1800 Mr T K Ponnigh was

appointed Headmaster and the schooi W
in-aid school in 1902, Th i
yeer, “ Kanterodai isalarge

Mr Sinnathamby:
Headmaster for a shart
successful teacher. Mr T Chetlappa
and worked very hard for the school |
brother of Dr S Subramaniam and father of Mr V Dhan ngaT,
one of the trusties of the College, returned after his studies at
John Hopkins University, USA and joined the staff. Heworked
here till he refired in 1931, He taught English with special
emphasis on grammar and pronunciation.

Tuition was amost free and the hard and conscientious
work dene by the founder and his assistants received wide
publicity. Students came from distant places|like Kodikamam,
Chavakachcheri, Myliddy, Pont Pedro, Vavunia, Mannar,
Muliaitivu, Kaithady, Achchuvely, Velana, Nesrvely and Puttur.
The students of thisperiod, who later distinguished themsalves
invariouswalksof life, were Doctors G A Amirthanayagam and
S Ramanathan of the Ceylon Medical Service. Doctors A
Visuvalingamn, K Rgaratnam and S Chelliah of the Mdatan
Medical Service; Beristers 8 Seenivasagam, C K Thamby and
Messrs S Thambirgiah JFP, S Sinnadura, Member, Legislative
Assembly, Perak and N Apputhurai of the Administrative
Service Malaya MessrsV K Nathan, retired EO.N.Pand M M
Kulasekaram, Acting Principa, Royal College. Theincreasing
needs of the school required a new building and the foundation
apewaslaid in 1907, but owing to financial difficulties the
eted only in 1912. Theformal opening was
ate Mudaliar) Naganather, Sir
vathan helped the school at thistimewith
N i 'uenoe Mr s Ehathanby B.A was

cumcu!um Through the energelic efforts of Mr Manickam a
smal! science laboratory was established. In 1924 Mr P
Sabapathypiilal left and Mr S Eligthamby succeeded him.
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Mr Sabapathypilial was agood teacher of English, History
and Geography and did much to raise the standard of teaching
in these subjects. Asprincipal hewasan asleadmml Strator He
wasaman of rare sincerity, integri ty and in ;
with lofty idealswho alwaysp
considerations. Such a
to the difficulties of:
own way he st '
lead noble|ive

education was mtroduc,ed Soccer and athie ;
introduced. In 1933 Mr Muttukumaru left and MrA Ma‘ncka‘ﬂ
acted asPrincipa. Mr Muttukumaru refurned inMarch 1934 as
Principal and continued the good work he had begun. The
school took part in the Inter-Collegiate Athlgtic Mest in 1935.
Examination results were good. Candidates were prepared for
the London Matriculation Examination. Science Laboratories
were remodelied and science became a popular subject. In
October 1935 on theVijaya Dasami Day the school was named
‘Skanda Varodaya College . The Founder transferred the school
to a Board of Trustees consisting of himself, Adigar A
Naganathar and Dr S Subramaniam. Unfortunately for theschool,
MrV Muttukumaru 1eft usin December 1837 to become Vice-
Principal of Parameshvara College It was agreat blow to the
school. He had laid the foundation on which his successors
wereablelo build sowell. Hisserviceto Skandawill dwayshbe
treasured by us.

Mr S Srinivasan MA, a young graduate of the Madras
University with high academic attainments was appointed
Principal in January 1938. The coliege entered the Inter

Collegiate Saccer Competition in 1938, A playing fidd was
acquired to the south of the College and Mr S Sethucavalar
(later MA ), the SportsMaster, did much to improve the standard
11938 Mr S Eliathambi who had served the College
ipal for 27 years, retired, Hewas a
& of his best to the school. The
~wishers of the school

eWEH fo h;m

¢ 'studfeswere made up-to-date and mommg
aemnbll%weremtroduoed But, before he could complete the
work he had so well begun, probably, being impatient of the
delay intheimplementation of hisschemes, heleft usto become
an Inspector of Schools. Mr A Manickam retired in 1943 and
diedin 1946. A tribute {o himwas published in a previous issue
of thismagazine. He served the College selflessly for 20 years.

Mr C Subramaniam BA (London), the present Principal was
appointed in January 1944 and Mr V Sivasubramaniam BSc
(London), Vice-Principa. H.5.C and Universdity Entrance Classss
were recognized by the Department of Education and Mr T
Kandasamy BSc (Hons) wasthefirst student to enter the Ceylon
University from this Collegein 1945. The same year therewere
36 passes in the 8.5.C. (English) Examination with one 1st
Division; 8 exemptions from the London Matriculation
Examination and 8 distinctions.

In 1946 separate iaboratories for Chemistry, Physics and
Biclogy were eslablished and congderable additionswere made
to these at acost of about Rs.6,000. Many valuable bookswere
added to the Library. There were 28 Passes in the SSC
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Examination with four 1st Divisions, 5 exemptions and &
distinctions, one of which wasaDistinction in Sanskrit. Three
of our boys entered the University. 3 = hw
and one for Arts. In March;:
Inter-House Matches we

nine other
Matriculatic

patrenage of Dr S subramani
bed-ridden at that time, had the pteasure of belng taken round
the spacious ground and of visiting the various House-Sheds
and meeting the present boys. This he did every successive
year till hisdeath in September 1952.

Badminton was started through the enthusiastic efforts of
Mr A Nithiananthan, the SportsMaster, and ever sincewehave
remained unbeaten among the Jaffna schools in this game A
College tuckshop was started af the sametime. A block of five
class rooms was put up a a cost of about Rs.12,000. Twenty
two passed the SSC (English) Examination with 5 distinctions
and 45 were 'refarred . Five students entered the University,
two for Science, two for Medicine and onefor Arts. This still
remains arecord for the University Entrance Class. One passed
the HSC and two the London Matriculation Exarninalion. In
1949 additionsweremadetothe Library. Chemicdsand Physical
apparatus were brought at a cost of about Rs. 16,000. There
were 57 passesin the 83C with 11 distinctions, 3 first division
and 1 exemption. In 1850 agas plant was installed at acost of
about Rs. 6,000. There were 47 passes in the 8SC (English)
Examination with 3 first divisions and 13 distinctions and one
exemnption. Three entered the University, two for Science and
one for Arts. Mr T T Changarappillai refired this year after a
service of 38 years. An account of his services to the College

was published in a previousissue of thismagazine. Hewasthe
foyal right hand man of the Founder, who always valued his
help and advice. Asbursar he hushanded the meagre resources

-of the College and used them to the best advantage.

951 aBlock of 6 classroomswas built at acost of about
and water servicewasingtaled. Therewere51 passes
withfivefirstdivisions 17 distinctions. Two entered
y for Arts. In Qctober this year Mr S Murugesu
service of 32 years. He was one of the best
e had and whatever classes or subjects he
thoroughly and methodically. His sense of
iteiliustrations and his beautiful presentation
ade the pupila get interested in their work. He
rider, he loved the Coliege; he was always
any extrawork given to him, as was evidenced
¥ess to continue to teach on a meagre allowance,
sretirement. '
52, the Old Boys in Colombo donated books 1o the
ibrary worth about Rs. 1500. The Collegeis greatly indebted
o them. A full timelibrarian was appointed and more books and -
periodicals were added to the library. There were 62 passes at
the SSC (English) Examination with 4 first divisions and 13
distinctions. One entered the University for Science. At the
GCE (Advanced Levd ) Examination one passed in 3 subjects,
two in two subjects and one in one subject. At soccer we lost
only one match,

On the Bth of September 1952, a gloom was cast on the
College by the passing away of the Founder. The news was
received with greal sorrow by all his past students &l over the

_ Island and Malaya. Tributes cameflowing infrom all quarters.

Though the college was in vacation, almost di the teachers
and students and the old boys in Jaffna attended the funeral
and paid their last respects to him.

Before we conclude this brief history of the College, we
should place on record our undying gratitude to our Manager
Dr S Subramaniam, who on amodest estimate, would have spent
over a hundred thousnad rupees in enabling the Founder to
build the College. We should also express our gratitude to all
those teachers who in the earty days worked ungrudgingly on
asmall pittance and helped the Founder to educatefree alarge
number of poor children.

(' Skanda -1953)
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Mridangam: Mr A Thivisanten Compere: Miss Sunita Thevathasan
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