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FORWARD

Going through the book on transport and communication
co-authored by messers Rathakrishnan and Kalvalaiseyon
I am reminded of the priority placed on transport and com-
munication by Singapore Prime Minister, Lee Kwan Yu, in developing
that Island’s economy. Having decided that Singapore should be
the entre-port for South Asia and Pacific trade, he set about
systematically improving the transport and communication system
of the Island. To a large extent Singapore’s economic miracle
is entirely based on the sophisticated physical communication
system, This should be an example to the Sri Lankan economy and
to the development of the North and East region of our country.

While economic development depends on production, distri
bution and exchange, it is the interaction between these activitics
which brings about development ; and in this interaction communication
infra-structure plays a very important role.

In the modern world, when one thinks of communications
unwittingly one thinks of human relationship. But the authors
have thought fit to place their emphasis on the physical forms
of communication, the lack of which quite often brings about
a bofttle-neck in the economic system.

Both messers C. N. Rathakrishnan and K. Kalvalaiseyon have been
students of mine at the University of Peradeniya and it is to
their ciedit that they have a sustained interest in imparting their
knowledge to the tamil speaking people.

Being the first systematic attempt to highlight the physical
aspects of communication they are opening new grounds for others
to follow with other dimensions of the communication systems,
They are pioneers of the dissemination of commercial knowledge
to the business world, no doubt useful to students of economics
and dcvelopment, and have embarked on production of a series
of books, rather encyclopedic, and the present book is one in
their series dealing with the nuances of development.

Department of Commerce & Professor S. Rajaratnam
Management Studies, Professor of Economics
University of Jaffna.

1988-07-05.
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gwT Pohisdryn s AGnusé muyw FEsLBsdTyp Heliss
pySedrpg. Meenic Fhev e swuehl G, evgBuric Gurl
Lited B paswib Qursrpomas @)Sse0su NeowliLdstns Gerar e
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USSDDnsE 2 BuUTSSUL L STEL. @6 HiSsid ¢ 3 58T
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Bosgi o pLrPen Ceraama wps@an@sr pei. sTidE S
Comawurer GprsSs sy SPsHEG wiz Yeamdsdr @
wrppe; AsLupDG = seBew pew .
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