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Conveyancing!

Before you buy or sell your property write or telephone us for a written
estimate of our fees
SOLICITORS with substantial experience can help you with the following:

* Divorce and Family Matters
* Motoring Offences

* Immigration

* Wills Probate and
Administration

ALL LEGAL AID CASES UNDERTAKEN
Nalliah & Xavier

Solicitors, Administrators of Oaths, Privy Council Agents
N. Balakrishnan, LL.B.
A. Xavier B.A., Ph.D.(CRIM)
C. Sithamparapillai LL.B., LL.M(Lond.)
Dip. in Air & Space Law (Lond. Inst. of World Affairs)

1 Cravan Park, Harlesden, London NW10 8SX, Tel: 01-965 7186 & 01-965 9307

* Criminal and Civil

* Personal Injuries Cases
* Landlord and Tenant

* Unfair Dismissal

* Liquor Licensing
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Partner

With Best Compliments

Mr. K. P. S. Chetty

Ambrose Appelbe

Solicitors
7 New Square
Lincoln's Inn

London WC2A 3RA
Phone; 01-733 0081/ 242 7000
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VW AUDI Specialist
Welding
Pre MOT Checks

Contact:
N. Ratha

(Rear of 311 Roford Road)
Tel: 01-519-6187, 01-519-3041, 0860-570037

CAPITAL AUTOS

For
All Mechanical & Accidental Repairs

Insurance Work

Free Estimate

We sell VW AUDI 2nd hand car spares & 2nd Hand cars

(Proprietor), 311 Sprowston Mews, Forest Gate, London E7.

Computer tuning
Re sprays
Recovery Service
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That was the time when the Tamil-speaking people
were sublected to punishments and penalties. When-
ever they expressed dissatisfaction with the govern-
ment for its partiality in the treatment of the Tamils as
opposed to the Sinhalese they were branded as com-
munallsts. They were viewed with suspicion and dis-
trust. This step-motherly treatment of the Tamils
gave rise to resentment and frustration among them,
particularly in the younger generation, which eventu-
ally boiled Into action. They started indirectly, and
sometimes even directly, to challenge the racial atti-
tude of the State. Sensing severe repercussions to
their oppressive measures, the government let loose
its security forces - first the police and then the army -
to search for these ‘subversives’ in the Tamil home-
land of North and East of the Island, and to put them
behind bars. These searches Initially started in the
Eastern provincial towns of Trincomalee, Batticaloa
and Amparal. Many youths were arrested on mere
susplcion and were remanded. These Innocent de-

tainees so arrested were kept in remand Jails for long
perlods, sometimes for months and years, without
their cases being heard. They were subjected to all
kinds of severe torture under the guise of investiga-
tion. Thousands of Tamil youths so arrested were
kept In prison without access to the outside world.
Even their parents and relatives were not allowed to
see them.

According to Clause 2 of the “Peace Accord” signed
on 29.7.87 by the President of Sri Lanka and the
Prime Minister of Indla, those who had been re-
manded under the Emergency Regulations and the
Preventlon of Terrorism Act, and those whose cases
had been taken up for hearing in Court or pending
were to be granted amnesty by the President. Ac-

cordingly, many detainees were released in Septem-
ber 1987. But, owing to certain unfortunate events
that happened thereafter, the release of the detainees
from the North and East and even of those who had
been detained for alleged viclence committed outside
the North and East, was stopped. The government's
view was that the terms of the Accord did not include
amnesty for violence committed outside the Northern
and Eastern provinces. When the anomaly was
pointed out that certain categories of the detainees
were released while certain others were not under the
same Clause of the Accord, the government did not
accept It. Petitions and memoranda submitted by the
Tamil detainees were disregarded. Their hunger-
fasts were ignored. Howsver, due to some concerted
action taken by both those within the jall and those
outside it, many of the detainees were subsequently
released. But there are still several youths languish-
ing in Jails undergoing untold hardships.

The Tamlls of Sri Lanka, and for that matter all the
people the world over, would not have forgotten the
massacre of the 53 Tamil remand prisoners In
Wellkade Jail in 1983. Aside that, many Tamil political
prisoners were beaten to death in the Tangalle prison.
Many were shot dead in the Boosa Army Camp. The
Tamil detainees who escaped the mass massacre in
the Welikade prison were transferred to the Boosa
Army Camp.

As if to add Insult to injury, certain factions from the
ruling Sinhala majority community spread false ru-
mours that Tamil political prisoners were given more
facilities and treated more leniently than the Sinhalese
political prisoners, mainly those from the J.V.P. Some
of the Sinhalese newspapers gave a biased view and
supported these allegations. They infused racial dis-
harmony.

Permit me to mention a few instances of such injus-
tice done to these unfortunate Tamlls, behind the
scenes, In Jails and In remand prisons. The Tamil
political prisoners who were housed in the New Maga-
zine Prison were separated by only a wire-fence from
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the Sinhalese political prisoners who were kept in ad-
jacent buildings. On the day that the Supreme Court
delivered its judgment regarding the 13th Amendment
to the Constitution, the Sinhalese detainees hung
black flags on the trees and marched in procession
within their prison premises shouting slogans against
the Tamils. Again, they did the same on 29.7.88, the
anniversary date of the Accord. They wrote on the
prison walls slogans abusing the Tamils and also
burnt their effigies. Their writings on the wall evinced
their contempt for the Tamils and they condemned
them as separatists who should be done to death.

Now according to Prison Regulations, prisoners or
detalnees are not allowed to congregate, to go on
processions, to fly (black) flags nor to inscribe any-
thing on the prison walls, which acts are offences
punishable under law. But the prison officials ap-
peared to have ignored the actions described above.

Another instance would be that on the day in 1988
when the Sinhalese prisoners were permitted to hold
a rally and exhibition in the Prison premises to com-
memorate the Great Russian Revolution of 1917,
friends and relatives of those prisoners were granted
permission by the authorities to enter the prison
premises and witness the exhibition programmes.
The idea behind the organising of this rally was said
to enable their friends and relatives to bring into the
jail the materials that would be required for a jail-
break. They were successful. On 13th December of
that year 221 Sinhalese political prisoners escaped
from jail having blasted the prison walls with bombs.
The important irony to note here is that when the
Tamil political prisoners undertook a fast-unto-death
protest, not a single relative or friend was allowed into
the premises even to see them; whereas, friends and
relatives of Sinhalese prisoners were allowed to join in
their exhibition rally. Such is the discriminatory obser-
vance of the law of the land.

One more glaring example of racial discrimination by
the Sinhalese authorities and even among prisoners,
which | describe here, would not be out of place. A
Tamil political prisoner happensd to enter into an ar-
gument with a prison official over some injustice done
to him. The official later complained the matter to
higher authorities, giving a twisted version. Later, a
jailer was ordered to record the prisoner’s statement.
After about two months his case was heard in the
presence of the Superintendent of the Jail when
charges were framed against him under Section 78 of
the Prisons Ordinance. The prisoner pleaded not
guilty. But the Superintendent was not satisfled. He
said that he was conducting that case from the posi-

tion of a judge treating the political prisoner as the
accused and basing his inquirles on evidence pre-
pared by the prison officials. From the inquiry which
lasted three days it was discernible that each of the
three officials who gave evidence contradicted each
other's statements or falled to corroborate.

The Tamil prisoner submitted to the inquiring judge
{the Superintendent ) that on the face of the contra-
dictory evidence given by the officlals he wanted the
connected flles of evidence and other statements
made by them made available for his perusal to en-
able him to study them and show proof of his inno-
cence. But his pleas were ignored. He was con-
demned to a lonely cell for one month where no visi-
tors were allowed to see him. His meals comprised

“the ma}ority community is beiieving an
spreading false propaganda that Tamil pris-
oners are being treated more leniently 1h
their Sinhalese counterparts.”

only rice and salt. When this prisoner reiterated that
it was discriminatory on the part of the authorities in
that the Sinhalese political prisoners were allowed to
breach the Prison Regulations by conducting proces-
sions, shouting discriminatory slogans and writing
anti-Tamil slogans on the walls, etc. the Superinten-
dent had remarked that he was the sole authority
who decided as to who did what-that Is fo say, he was
the law unto himsalf.

While the Tamil political prisoners are being treated in
such discriminatory manner, it Is despicable to find
that the majority community Is believing and spread-
ing false propaganda that Tamil prisoners are being
treated more leniently than their Sinhalese counter-
parts. This type of racial discrimination is sure to sow
seeds of discontent and distrust, if It had not done
yet, among the elite Tamil population, which may lead
to frustration and eveniually urge them aiso to sup-
port the call of the radicals for a break away from the
majority community.

The media can make it or break It | In the interests of
the well- being of both communities living in this Is-
land, it is but obligatory on the part of the mass media
and their powerful managers to Infuse propriety and
common sense in the miads of the public rather than
to sow seeds of division. The need of the moment in
Sri Lanka Is equallty among all her cltizens devoid of
discrimination on the basis of race, religion or caste.
That, and only that, will bring peace and prosperity. B
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HERE AND THERE

REFUGEES IN LONDON

London Strategic Policy Unit estimates that there are a
total of 127,930 refugees in London, which constitute
nearly 90% of the refugee population in Britain.

CONFERENCE : PREVENTING HARDER
TIMES IN THE CITY

Black and Ethnic Minority groups are an essential part
of London’s community network. They have a vital role
to play in meeting London’s needs in the 1990’s. There
is a one day conference on 23rd November 1989 at the
Bridge Park Complex, Brent Park, London NW10 for
black and ethnic minority community organisations,
organised by the London Boroughs Grants Committee
in association with the Watts Labour Community Ac-
tion Committee, The conference is intended to explore
the options for future security through the diversifica-
tion of funding sources.

FLOODING OF REFUGEES

The British government has increasingly seen refugees
as a threat to its controlled immigration policies. While
the number of immigrants has decreased, refugees - it
is claimed - are “flooding” into Britain and other
European countries. According to the recent statistics
compiled by the British Refugee Council, the overall
number of applicants for asylum has not changed
significantly in the period from 1985 to 1988. The

statistics do not in any way reflect that Britain is being
“flooded” with refugees. The number of people who
sought asylum in Britain was 5444 in 1985, 4811 in
1986, 5160 in 1987 and 5105 in 1988. The number of
Tamils seeking asylum here - 18in 1980, 121in 1981, 16
in 1982, 380 in 1983, 548 in 1984, 2306 in 1985, 1332
in 1986, 774 in 1987 and 340 in 1988. This is very small
compared with other European countries and the rest of
the world. In comparison to many other European
countries the UK receives relatively few asylum-seek-
ers, both in absolute numbers and in relation to its
population.

CONFERENCE : REFUGEES : THE STRUGGLE
FOR EQUALITY

Every year thousands of people flee their countries in
ordertoescape political, religious or social persecution.
Some of them enter Britain as refugees. The attitude of
the government and the effects of government cuts
meant that the refugees continue to experience
enormous problems when they come here. There is a
conference on the theme “Refugees: the struggle for
Equality” on 30th January 1990 at the Central Build-
ings, Park Street, London SW1 organised by the Refu-
gees Working Party of the London Boroughs Grants
Scheme. The conference is designed to explore both the
issues facing refugees and asylum-seekers on their
arrival in the UK, the reception phase, and the problems
they encounter in trying to establish themselves, the
resettlement phase. W

Tamil Refugee is published by Tamil Refugee Action Group. The opinions expressed in Tamil
Refugee are those of individual authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Editorial

Committee or of the Tamil Refugee Action Group.

Materials sent for publication may be abridged and edited if found necessary.
Editor: M. Neiminathan.
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THE TOTAL OF THOSE CLAIMED ASYLUM ON ARRIVAL IN U.K FOR
THE PERIOD 5 MARCH 1988 - 19 AUGUST 1989

 NATIONALITY | HEATHROW (TN.1-4

TURKEY 2,908 713
SOMALIA 678 127
SRI LANKA 501 92
IRAQ 221
IRAN 170 17
ETHIOPIA 67

ANGOLA 61 1
COLOMBIA 48 17
UGANDA 44 799
SEYCHELLES 37 4
AFGANISTAN < ki 10
ND 27 3
LEBANON 2
CYPRUS 17 :
GHANA 15 6
INDIA
BANGLADESH
PAKISTAN
ALGERIA
POLAND
DJIBOUTI
SOUTH AFRICA
CHILE
MORROCO
ZAIRE
BOLIVIA
ISRAEL
NICARAGUA
BOC
BULGARIA
KENYA

LIBYA
BAHRAIN
HUNGARY
PERU

SIERRA LEONE
SINGAPORE
SUDAN
SURINAM
SYRIA

TOGO

USA

USSR
ZIMBABWE
NIGERIA
CHINA

U N i et e T e e B o T S T 6 N N TP R 1 TG S SO N U B O e W I < I
1

1
—

TOTAL 4,937 1,818
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TAMIL REFUGEE : November 15 1989
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