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~ THE MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRPERSON OF THE CACM.

The arrival of the first American Mission

of a new cra in the history of our people.
We are the heirs of a great tradition should and it
is fitting that all of us who share in that tradition should
give thanks to God for the 200 years of thé American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Ministry (ABCFM). To
Christians, the Church’s past is not a dead memory but the
spring board from which was launch into the future with
renewed vision and hope. ‘The pioneer missionaries remind
us that dedication and sacrifice arc the appropriate response
in obedicnce to the heavenly vision. May the observation
of the 200" anniversary be an opportunity for genuine
thanksgiving, to face the challenges of the present.
Our prayer for God’s blessings on all of us is that as we
than k God for a great past, we may become worthy
instruments of a greater future.

Rev.Annappah Jeyakumaran
: CHAIRPERSON
Church of the American Ceylon Mission

AmericanBoarafoflCon

4 arics in Jaffna in 1816 marks the beginning

; amLb 0uflss Gses, a)_n.gmmnsuv
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Greetlngs from Rev. I:Ir. James Vljayakumar

Message from our Former
Chairperson i

It is a matter for a greater joy and special §§
thanks giving to God that we arc able to &
have the 200" Anniversary celebrations of F.
the inauguration ofthe American Board of 3
Commissioners for Foreign Ministry (AB
CFM) the mother organization ofthe Am
crican Ceylon Mission Despite the troubles and turmoil
which we are facing duc o the ended war and the crisis
among the church, we are grateful to God that it is

possible to hold these celebrations in Jaffha.

‘The American Missionarics arrived in this country in
1816, within six ycars of founding ABCFM. This is a very
historic and significant cvent, not only in the history of the
Church, but also in the ecmancipation of the people of this
land. The American Ceylon Mission is the pionecr of education,
health, printing and the development of this country.

I pray that this celebration brings new vision and
blessing to the church and the society to rebuild our nation
free, safe fearless and Joyful onc.

Rev.Dr.S.Jeyanesan
Immediate past Chairperson
CACM

Area Executive for Southern Asia
Common Global Ministries of the United
Church of Christ
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antl the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

I am writing this rather quick note to
wish you all the best for the celebrations. I
wish that I should be with you during the
celebrations, but due to other engagements,
I had to stay back. However, two

[ rcpresentatives from UCC will be attending
the cc!cbrat:on Rev. Dr. James Moos (Executive Council,
UCC) and Mr. Thomas Haines (WCM Board).

I am grateful to you on behalf of the Common Global
Ministries, South Asia office and the Wider Church
Ministries of the UCC, USA for celebrating the 200™
Anniversary of the ABCFM. We know that the CACM had
gone through severe hardship during the past both
politically and in church administration. We are happy that
in spite of all these you are standing for the just cause of
the calling of our Lord Jesus Christ. We assure our solidarity
in all you tribulations. I wish you well in the celebrations

Message from Geoffrey A. Black,
General Minister and President
Wider Church Ministries

Certainly. 200 years of ministry and mission is cause for celebration! So, it is
indeed a joy and a pleasure for me to join with you in celebrating the 200
Anniversary of the ABCEM, Indeed | extend this greeting and best wishes on
behalfof the whole United Church of Christ in the United States. We are
delighted to know that you continue to advance the work that was started in
your country by the ABCFM in 1816, Needless 1o say, much has changed
since those days of old, but it is also important ta note that through all of the
change, you have remained faithful 10 the gospel of Jesus Christ, In that we
rejoice as well.

As always. we hald you in prayer and our prayer is that God will continue to
bless you with all that you require in order to continue as wilnesses to the
risen Christ and as God's emissaries of fosgiveness, reconeiliation, mercy and

o Geffrey A Blak
Genoral Minister and President

on the 06" of November.
With warm regards,
Vijay.
THE MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT OF
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METHODIST CHURCH, SRI LANKA

We sincerely thank God for the Ministry
of the Church of the American Ceylon Missi
on is Sri Lanka, in celebrating the 200th
Anniversary of the American Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions.

As we praise and thank God for the wonderful Ministry
of the American Missionarics who brought the Gospel to
Sri Lanka, let us use the time of celebration as an opport
unity to reflect and enhance our commitment to fulfill the

Message from Cally Rogers Witte
Excutive Minister -Wider Church Ministries

8 It gives me great joy 1o send this greeting on behalf of the Wider Church

| Ministries of the United Church of Christ s you celebrate the 200 year
anniversary of the American Hoard of Commissioners for Foreign Mission, I
1 very fitting that the Church of the American Cevlon Mission, ane of the
manifestations of ABCEM's early mission work around the world, is

will of God.

As we rejoice on this happy occasion, we assure the
Church of the American Ceylon Mission in Sri Lanka, our
prayers for their future Ministry.

Rev.Or. AW Jebanesan

PRESIDENT
METHODIST CHURCH SRi LANKA

celebrating the formation of the Board twa hundred years ago, The Wider
Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ. the present form of
ABCEM, joins you in giving thanks to God for the wonderful ways in which
God has guided and lead the Board and its work through people of different
churches around the world including the Church of the American Ceylon
Mission,

The many generations of missionaries from ABCFM and its successors who
have worked in Jaffna and other parts of Sri Lanka from 1816 onwards have
left behind « preat cloud of witnesses who are able to carry on God's work in
these difficult and challenging times. Affected by a long and devastating civil
war, isunami, various conflicts including the ones within the church, the
people of 8ri Lanka have indeed gone through very trying times. Building up
the lives of people and communities towards fuller peace, harmony and
prosperity is indeed a challenging task. The role of the Church in fulfilling this
task cannot be emphasized enough. I pray that God may bless you, the Church
of the American Ceylon Mission and all its leaders that you as a faith
community may indeed be a healing and comforting presence and a true
witness 1o God's love, justice and eompassion.

I also pray for God's blessings en the celebratory events-and festivities that
you have organized for the next several days. May these celebrations bring in
a spml of renewal, unity, new enerpy and enthusiasm in carrying out God’s
mission of peace and justice in and beyond Sri Lanka.

The Revrtend Cally'Rogers - witfe
Executive Minider Wider Church Ministrics

l

==

Massage from the Bishop of Colombo

: The Revd James Cordiner, the first
| Anglican clergypers on to arrive in our
country, visited Jaffna in 1799 and stated
# in his diary; “All the native inhabitants of
§ Jaffnapatam are included under the
A description of Malabars. About one half of
them are Hindoos, or the followers of Brahma; the other
half are nominal Christians, with a small proporlion

of Mohametans.....Every sect now enjoys the most
perfect toleration; and no disputes are ever heard on the
subject of religion.”

I offer my warm wishes as you observe the bi-centenary
of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions and pray that God will continue to biess all of us
abundantly in our lives and witness. May the ecumenical
vision of the past missionaries and their successors inspire
us towards unity and so enable us to be a beacon of light to
the community around us.
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MESSA
f _ I come to understand that the Church of

the American Ceylon Mission is celebrating
the 200* Anniversary of the American Board
& of Commissioners for Foreign Ministry
(ABCFM) on Novem ber 06, 2010 at
Manipay, Jaffna. I am pleased to join them
in thanking the Lord for their admirable service to the Gos
pel and sowing the seeds of the Good News in various parts
of the world and in particular in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon).

No doubt, that a souvenir titled, “Milestones of
CACM?” will be able to highlight historical events — both
successes and failures in the life of those missionaries who
laboured to bring the light of Christ to local people. They
built a new society by way of education, iterary contri
bution, medical assistance in the dark days of our history
in this country 200 years ago.

While congratulation the Church of the American
Ceylon Mission on the occasion of their completing 200
years of grace-filled mission, I join them on November 6,
in thanking God and invoking His ever-abiding presence
for many more years.

Rt. Rev. Dr. J. Kingsley Swampillai,
Bishop of Trincomalee — Batticaloa.

GE OF GREETINGS ||

Bishop’s Message
On the happy occasion of 200th Anniver
pary of the Church of American Ceylon Mission”
€ join you in thanking the Almighty God
or all the favors bestowed on you and for

allhe blessings granted through your intercession

on the people of Jaffna. May God continue to shower his

blessings on your board members and the Congregation.
Thanking you

Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Savundaranayagam

: Bishop of Jaffna.

Ol BlagefiomsansiGur srsb. SIBLILHID Cis
EhdEGI LG 6ighBE 66 DidhanedHle BHevalalhs
APLIBID RBenEBenLT ghesiT gl Guiet deballeni) e1Dg! BT 1960
ObNGhs Glmeiou b, e tgsHed Ambs sk
ID(hhbial  1DMEIBE  GHUGHAL GubLD Bhs
iBageunfiomimGen sueph i engd Fmpieuged GLgEEID
u lsmi_eBlearGmedr,

amgyyent (cgddletepi sit @ioul 1l Gauesing sl Feva
&bty EY(bibi | eeveniind GUTEID aupbsdiams HEI0NGS
iBaganfioniaGen opfiupsiniGhdaniss e o smiaio
Leuhih@hid Qi imas).

el seomfld) Goareir sromt i, Sifer (1peeIGuLITE)
Iibghehien  Goreneusmul erelimIG  siaugieIb  IpEHHEGIT,
1oaNmLGaIT (IPIGUiTs.

“upflGuinmdClmedeumnd wevelullear amenl” Heni_ta
Bagaifl  Lin_areemenen  dymorisst Coipnd  Hmed

&ell Guaemel aulps QUelTs 616l SUIT| D& Cmedr.
S, Gumr, uBEGeITTERT,
IDITheBY  (IP&HeVaNT, WINDLILITeRND.

iy dpuil Guozg ssonff @ymuning GurGsiny
i aa omiaalsr oA Gaid

z ollam@n Qearm el flihHClaasomd
by D Qe e usmpeThHmkEsT (1brHE 16:15)
ST60TI) HEDEIINL SL_LenaTeniu Sib slleGemar
D oDl Peuts PessIsisEniE Lsibs
Qeenpri Peopwaen HCuss dflavg.c s sodsaflamGen
Thseppivusdann Sfiss wrury Bis BHOFUEH
sifietiuenileow  ger Queunss Qaremquiigb Smiseu
LCap afi wopssign re Bsmer CeupuBss
GSAGDE. LIBEST SjaainKD, Bmneast SimHEbb urpmas
sam@iGlsnsen (artlaBésuul L wamplumiss ararhiie
wasznen B gLment) Sl sgistomen. @is cuensulsd 2 Crmosn
55Ggneflas fmesmuen dflsvsa geamlife, uryrl
LOQUmID 2 peneustane@sen Qo &assr @eotens Blagen
Feou wipliursmsdle) ser gmweaplusits sLbudlss
sreCan L sdlen 200aug syan® Hopmas siamb
Bssmemsdler ey Beo aunhsdlmens ClsMehladlsiGpsur.

i MESSAGE from Marshal Fernando
: I am delighted to receive information
: cgarding the event organized by the
: Church of American Ceylon Mission on
ﬁ the 6™ of November at Manipay, to
celebrate the 200" Anniversary of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mission.

[ hope this event will be a success and an inspiration to
the CACM to continue its efforts to consolidate its existence
as an independent church with dignity and true commitment
to ecumenism and the values of the gospel.

May God bless all the laity and clergy of the CACM
with compassion, courage and wisdom to engage in our
common effort to live by the Kingdom values.

Marshal Fernando
Director, Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue
Havelock Road, Colombo 6.

Greetings from Rev. Richard Hanna Huleatt
&@mr=  Grace and peace to you in the name of]
gour Lord Jesus Christ! On behalf of the
Board of Trustees of Jaffna College Funds |
send greetings on the occasion of
: the 200th anniversary of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign
issions. It has been said, “From little
acorns great oak trees grow,” and that is certainly true in
the case of the long and storied history of Christian
missionary work in your country. Please know that our
thoughts and prayers are with you and with all our mission
partners as you celebrate this significant event at a time of]
rebuilding and renewal in your nation.
Wishing you mercy, grace, and peace,
The Rev. Richard Hanna Huleatt
President, Trustees of Jaffna College Funds
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