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Visit

for your gold Jewellery

SOVEREIGN JEWELLERY STORES

14, SEA STREET,
COLOMBO.

e

T he renowned house for sovereign gold Jewellery

Filigree works - a speciality

“SAREES.....?

FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

WE HAVE A LARGE RANGE FOR YOU TO
SELECT FROM |

A VISIT TO OUR SHOP WILL SURELY
BE WORTH WHILE

SP. PERIANNA PILLAI & CO.,

180, SECOND CROSS STREET
CO - |
B oy LOMBO-11.
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SIVASAKTHI

HINDU STUDENTS UNION

ROYAL COLLEGE
COLOMBO
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
‘ LTS ol P W B '

Once again the Hindu Students' Union of the College is

‘ publishing its annual magazine “SIVASAKTHI". This magazine '

is published in connection with the Seventh Anniversary Cele-

‘ brations of the Union, and is intended to spread the Hindu '

Philosophy, and give encouragement to members to search for
deeper knowledge regarding their religion.

The Hindu Students’ Union serves a very useful purpose
| in the College and has been able to organise many activities for

‘ the spiritual progress of its members. I hope thatin the coming '
year, they will be even more energetic and enthusiastic in their
Religious Programme, than they have been in the past. '

I commend this magazine to our readers.

D
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DUDLEY K. G. De SILVA
(Principal, Royal College)
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Dollar Brand Aluminium Ware

Outshines

Outlasts
and

Outsells

all other aluminium ware

ALUMINIOM INDUSTRIES (Ceylon) Ltd.

DOLLAR CORPORATION
14, Dam Street

Telephone: 6910 Colombo-12

WHEN YOu HAVE A BUILDING JOB

no matter how big or: small

Please contact us,
We carry comprehensive stock of all your requirements,
We also specialize in Estate Supplies

“Mulsomat” Emulsion Paint “George Angus” Hair & Rubber
for your

_ Belting
Wall Decoration for
Power Transmission

AMERICAN ENGINEERING CORPORATION.

311, Old Moor Street,

Colombo.
Tel 4
elephone: 443( Telegram: “TILJOY”
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The Miracle Plaster for all Muscular Aches and Pains

"'SARCE’

A Wonder-working Remedy of Marvellous Effect. Non-Allergic & Stainless.

‘SARCE’ is a powerlul remedy of external application with marvellous lem:lct E‘t.S pfnnd-
killer and inflammation-healer. All ourstandingl qua!ztles of‘pam-soothcr'(ang gt?slc) dl_ll
inflammation healer (antiphlogistic) are combined into a single preparation by a specia

process with effective ingredients.

INDICATIONS
Neuralgia, rheumatism, stiff shoulder, shoulder pains, tonsilitis (sore throat), bruises,
sprain, pain in the joints, muscular pain, headache, toothache, etc.
KEEP HANDY A PACKET OF ‘SARCE’ IN THE HOME.
AVAILABLE EVERYWHERE.

=% CIRRUL KADHEER & CO,

41 & 43, SECOND CROSS ST., COLOMBO.
PHONES. 6009 37i0.

Brasifla whEmautss nr@in
saiar vy Gmis 24 U7 6707 1515 6/

S0 GOYUTS 5ms mmsa !
678l L8 %655 S &l D /e s FHu sy
sl & iy s swrmlidle o gor@!!!
Qe By o gusih QF wWiuymi seir

"cORSOVEREIGN .
:.‘Eogsp.wml.snf oy

C.A.0.K.RM.AR. FIRM®
62, SEA SYREET,
, Corommo-11

THE LATEST ADDITION

to our range of business is a

TEXTILE DEPARTMENT

housed ut the Departmental Stores
premises of

THE JAFENA O-OPERATIVE
STORES LTD.

420, HOSPITAL ROAD,
JAFFNA.,
Telephone: 438
Telegrams. “LAKSHMI” Jaffna

Give us a tria] and you will be
convinced of our

® Quality Goods.
@® Moderate Prices.
® Efficient Service.







=5 for Pure sovereign gold
JEWELLERY

: - JWEL
For Your Benefit o iy Porons KAMALA

Please Enquire your Reguirements
WHOLESALE & RETAIL

All Kinds of

TEXTILES

FOR LADIES, GENTS & CHILDREN.

1ABIB VALIMOHAMED
190,&Ma§n0.s,trcet am al a

COLOMBO-11.

LERY WORKS
Gram: “TEXLONER. Phone: 2014, il COLOMBO-11

B4 SEA STREET,

Make Hay While the Sun shines.
Calling All Industrialists and Trade.

VARIOUS TYPES EMPTY GLASS BOTTLES and FANCY BOTTLES
available in Stock.

Dealers in.— ESSENCES, PERFUMES, WHTE OIL, EUCALYPTUS OIL,
EAU-DE-COLOGNE COMPOUND, RAW TALCUM POWDER,

COLOUR POWDERS, LABELS, CAPSULES, CORKS, MENTHOL
THYMOL etc etc,

AVAILABLE AT COMPETITIVE RATES.
CONTACT US FOR YOUR NEXT PURCHASE

R. Y. P. Vethanayagam & Co.

58, DAM STREET, COLOMBO.

T Phone: 3251 T Gram: “Danarose”
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| Your Brakes Can’t Stop You—If Your T

yres Don'tl

Have them Retreaded by:-

HETTIARATCN & (0,

23.25, Drieberg’s Avenue,

Colombo-10.

They clean and
paint the rims and fit the tyres FREE of charge.
Special discounts to AAC Members.
Phone: 79567

. - . . . PRINTING

———

Our  Printing  Department
specialises in the production of

BOOKS, CATALOGUES, PAMPHLETS, BILL FORMS, LETTER PAPERS,
HYMN SHEETS, WEDDING INVITATIONS, OFFICE REQUIREMENTS,
MEMORANDA AND ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATIONS, COMPANY PROS.
PECTUSES, BALANCE SHEETS, ANNUAL REPORTS, ESTATES® STATIO-

NERY, CHECK-ROLLS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, MONTHLY & WEEKLY
REPORT FORMS, Etc.

FOR YOUR NEXT REQUIREMENTS PLEASE
CONSULT US OR CALL FOR QUOTATIONS,

THE FORWARD PRINTERS LIMITED.

| 128, BANDARANAIKE MAWATTE —  COLOMBO 12,
PHONE : 2349 }
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1963

Cditorial

Hinduism has from time immemorial been a religion fashioning
the lives of a great mass of people. Unfortunately with the efflux of time
the adherents of the faith began to go astray A unique and a united
religion became divided and disunited dueto the degeneration of its
followers This ignorant unenlightened lot did not stop at this, they even
went to the extent of dividing god almighty himself Factions based on
fallacious differences featuring different god heads led to many an
upheaval and blood shed.

Passage of time saw a further change; from meaningless

debates and empty quarrels, the uninitiated began taki{lg A coUESc of
action which endangered the very existence of Hindmsm. The pious
and enlightened, fearing the worst, threw themselves into the h;iay
risking their lives, and undergoing tremendous pain of mind an_d .bo y.
B new era dawned as a result of their antiring and relentless missionary
activities Their penetrating and persuasive speeches permediedomEnd

the people.

The declining faith took a new life. Rehabilitation cent}:es ‘Tszz
opened all over. Yet fears of the past misguidance haunted the P



who were determined to see that there was no going back to that black
age. They were pondering over the positive steps to be taken for the
preservation of their cherished faith. A veritable truth dawned !

Religious tenets should be instilled in the youth so that with
the maturing of the minds they will turn out to be the guiding forces of
their life and thought. With the realisation of this truth they “went down”
to the youth and urged them to form associations and institutions. Qur
Hindu Students Union is just one example of the Hindu Youths', response
to that clarion call. Our main aim is the exposition of the eternal truths
of Hinduism not only by precept, but also by practice.

The deeds of the pious have given new life. Nevertheless the
sctivities of a few, hinder the full efflorescence of our faith. They are
the " big men "' who speak of Renance, Charity and Righteousness but
do not practice them. To them worshipping at a temple is a passport to
social eminence It is the duty of the younger generation to weed out
these elements from the Hindu Society,




Annual Report 1962 — 63

The Hindu Students’ Union of R i :
From its inception to this day it has always (;)):"Z]m;:yef:d ‘:;:eaiinigiuézz?’ mgmfyea'u-S E_lgo.
among the students of the college. The °‘Sivasakthi’ printed for the ﬁrl?ef' . Hlﬁdmsml
?[anc!s as 4 moql{ment to the great strides of progress that the Union hassma:lme I;E't el
in this new tradition, we take great pride in publishing the * Sivasakthi’ for the sz-condeltli{rj‘n“v;mg

MEETINGS

Sixth Anniversary Celebrations

: The Sixth anniversary celebrations of the H. S. U. was held on the 3rd of March 1962,
Sir and Lady Mahadeva were the chief guests on this occasion. A Variety of items took place

on this day. In this connection we would like to thank all those who contributed towards
making this a grand success,

‘Saraswathy Pooja’ Celebrations

The ‘3Saraswathy pooja’ celebrations, took place on the 8th of October 1962, Prof.
Duraisamy Sastrigal was the chief speaker. ‘ Prasadam’ was distributed to the congregation
at the end of the proceedings.

Lectures

Many well known personages were invited during the period 1962—1963 to deliver
lectures on subjects connected with Hindu Religion and Culture. The Union owes them
a great debt of gratitude for the generous and invaluable services that they rendered to us.

Prayer Meetings

As a means of cultivating Hinduism among the students we held weekly prayer
meetings on Friday mornings. Devotional songs were sung at these meetings. In this
connection we owe a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. Kulasekaram and Mas. Baskaran for
their unstinted help.

We would be failing in our duty if at this point we do not thank our teachers who
have advised and guided us through many a difficult period. We also thapk all those who
looked to the welfare of the Union. We sincerely hope that they will continue to encourage
and help in all the activities of the Union. We wish the Sivasakthi' a long life.



The Significance O

f the Vel Festival

- E——

[ think it is a very suitable occasion
to listent something about the Vel
Festival I am sure, some ol you would
have witnessed the Kavadi Procession
followed by the Vel Cart while others
would have read about it or heard about it.
Yet, it is very rarely that anyone of us ever
think of the purpose of this festival or how
it originated. It 1s indeed difficult 1o know
how these Hindu customs originate as they
are centuries old and even the organisers
themselves do not know their significance
nor the purpose, Furthermore, most of us
dismiss these festivals as something alien
and not worth bothering onself to know
about them. It is only when we adopt an
open-mindedness that we can understand
another's faith. Philosophers say that one
must experience the irapression that has
thrilled the follower of another faith if we
wish to understand him. So in that spirit
of open-mindedness let us find out what this
Vel Festival signifies.

‘This Festival usually takes place at the
end of the Festival at the holy shrine of
Kataragama. The Vel procession starts at
the Pillayar Temple at Sea Street and moves
on to the temple at Bambalapitiya. This 1s
essentially a lestival orgamised by the
Chettiars at Sea Street . i

If one goes to Kataragama during this
season, one will not fail to see people
coming from all parts of the Island. From
thf: North, East and the Hill Country
Hindus trudge on foot through the elephun£
lcopard and bear infested jungles and
arrive i?ertz with highly decorated Kavadis
on their :v,houlders and dancing to ml;:sia:b
For dancing is a form of worshi;) to Hindus.
It was customary for the Chettiars ol-“
Colombo also to set out on foor to this
sacred shrine every year. It so happenelcj

that one year an epidemic had broken out
down South and so this long walk of the
Chettiars from Colombo to Kataragama wag
banned by the then Governor of Ceylon,
The Chettiars had no other alternative but
to give up the procession much against their
will.  Yet their devotion could not be aban-
doned ; The Westerner is said to be rationa-
listic and practical but the Eastern mind
is more inclined to inward life and intuition.
The Chettiars devised an outlet to their
spiritual urge and decided to carry Kavadis
from the Temple at Sea Street to the Temple
at Bambalapitiya. That is how the Kavadi
Procession originated and this is being main-
tained every year by the Chettiars though
much modified from their original trek to
Kataragama.

But today the Kavadi procession is
followed by the Vel procession too, How
did the Vel Procession originate ? Though
the Chettiars devised a temporary measure
of making a pilgrimage from Sea Street fo
Bampalapitiya, yet the spiritual urge in the
Hindu pilgrim did not find satisfaction in
this more procession How were they to
make sure that the spirit of Kataragama—
that spirit of God, the spirit of Humanity,
the Oneness of God... an experience which
can never be expressed in words—would be
felt here in this Temple at Bambalapitiya
LoO.

Iiastern religion is a matter of spiritual
culture than scholastic learning. Religion
to an Easterner is the dominant thing in
lite, its light and law. Once again the
Chettiars' intuition devised a method of
ensuring the presence of the Holy Spirit of
Kataragama at the Vel Temple too. It has
been customary among Tamil Kings of old,
that before they look up their position in the
battleficld, to send their weapon ahead in @



great procession to the war camp, If (e
weapon arrived at the camp then it wag a
sure indication that the King would arriye
yery soon ; so the Chettiars intense desire
to make the same Holy Spirit felt here (g
found a way of ensuring the presence of the
God of Kataragama at this Temple in
Colombo also.

For Murugan or Skanda or Subramaniya
as the God of Kataragama is called according
to the Puranas is a war God who destroys
the sins of his devotees by warlike methods.
This war God will surely follow traditions of
war. So if the Vel which is the weapon of
Murugan is taken ahead, with His consent
no doubt, the war God will certainly arrive
the next day. That is how the Vel procession
or the procession of the weapon starts on the
final day of the Kataragama festival. Soon
after the Kataragama festival is over, the
pilgrims rush to the Vel temple too for they
believe that the Kataragama God takes his
abode here as his weaponing already arrived.
This is one of the Puranic story relating to
Skanda's manifold activitics. The Puranas

contain the tryth dressed up
Sm{-ies‘ to suit the weak understanding of the
majority of tha people.  Krishna in the
Bhagavat Gita declares to his disciple and
devotee that in whatever form he is worship-
ped he will manifest himgelf in that form
and bless his devotees, Muan may call Him
by different names ag Murugan, Skanda
Krishna_ Siva and give Him different formsl
but He is One, To the Hindu that Absolute
is something to be felt and realised and not
explained in words.

in myths angd

Each one has his own way of worship.
The one common factor that binds every
Hindu is the concept of the Eternal Being of
God, Thousands of people flock to the
Vel Temple each with a different motive
perhaps, yet amidst all the din and amuse-
ments the soul that for one moment totally
surrenders itself at the Feet of the Bternal
will certainly find his sins destroyed by the
Vel or weapon of Murugan .

This n short is the Significance of the
Vel of the Hindus,

C@:ru[ﬁ is one buf fhe
C!Da[l_i.s are manty.

With the best Compliments of:

GUGAN IMPORT-ENPORT €O (Ceylon) LTD.




« THE GOLDEN WORDS™

« GRI RAMAKRISHNA”

Fire itself has no definite shape, fk-mt as

i 'S 1 as different forms,
lowing embers it assumes di .

] : dowed with

Thus the formless fire is seen €n
form, Similarly, the formless GOD some-

times invests himself with definite forms,

GOD is related to man as magnet is to
iron. Why does not then Ged attract man?
An iron deeply imbedded in mud 1s not
moved by the attract of the magnet, so the
soul deeply imbedded in MAYA feels not
the attraction of the LORD. But as when
mud is washed away with water the iron is
free to move, so when the soul by constant
tears of prayer and repentance washes away
the mud of Maya that makes it cleave to the
earth, it is soon attracted by the LORD.

The heavier scale of a balance goes
down while the lighter rises up. Similary,
he who is weighed down by the many cares
and anxieties of the world sinks down in to
it, while he who has fewer, rises up towards
the feet of GOD.

So long as the heavenly expanse of the
heart is troubled and disturbed by the just
of desire, there is little change of our behol-
ding therein the brightness of God. The
_beautiﬁc vision occurs only in the heart which
1s calm and rapt in divine communion,

Keep thyself aloof at the time of thy
devotion, from those who scoff, and thoge
who ridicule piety and pious.

Show the highest respect to your
mother, for she is the very embodiment of
the blissful mother of universe. Commop
men talk bag fuls of religion, but act noet
a grain of it, while the wise man speaks
little, but his whole life is a religion acted
out,

The parrot cannot be taught to talk if
the membrane of its throat becomes hard-
ened with age. It must be taught while it
is young, Similary in old age, it is difficult
to fix the mind on GOD. It can be easily
done so in youth,

The magnetic needle always points to
the north, whatever the direction of the
sailing : hence the ship does not loss her
course, If the mind of man is always turned
towards ' God, he will steer clear of every
danger.

Money can procure only bread and
butter. Do not consider it thersfore to be
thy flesh and blood or thy sole and aim,

“AUM SANTHLY




Popular Hinduism and Bhakti Mystigism

By Prof, A, SINNATAMBY

(5':__-"‘*-...._\-—- = ":‘»

All of you at school, dress alike, play
the same games and generally conduet your-
selves in the same manner but when it is
time for your religious classes you find your.
self divided into several sections — Hindu
Buddhist, Christian, Catholic. Islamic
Zorastarian etc. '

About 150 years ago you would not
have dressed yourselves in the European
Garb but would have been in your different
national garbs. You would not have played
Cricket, Rugger, Tennis, Soccer, but you
would have played your own national games.

When you do get back to your homes,
you would notice that the Ceylon Hindus —
as almost all of them are Tamils, observe
the Tamil customs and lead the Tamil way
of life—wrongly called Hindu Customs,

The Buddhists observe the .Sinhalese
Customs wrongly called Buddhist Customs,

-The Christians observe the English Customs

wrongly called Christian Customs. The
Islamists observe the Arabian Customs
though many observe the Tamil Customs
with the Arabian Customs and wrongly
called the Islamic custorns.

There is one important difference
between the Tamil Hindus and the other reli-
gious groups. In the case of the other religious
groups they embraced their paticular faiths
at some period or other in the long Story
of this Island. Their faiths were introduced
into Ceylon from other parts of the world
by foreign religious groups.

Lord Buddha was born in Nepal in the
inhospitable Himalayas. He spread his

religion in North East India. He preached
in the Pali language. The religious texts are
i the Pali Janguage They have an
organised priesthood.

Christianity had its origin in Palestine
a country in the middle East and the religion
at first spread to Rome and the West and
in doing so, it took along with it few of the
Bastern rituals of worship. It displaced the
old religions of the Romans and their gods
and goddesses. To please the Romans who
believed in mother worship, the worship of
Virgin Mary had to be included, [Later, it
spread to other Europzan Countries and
from there due to the Portuguese conquest
to Ceylon, The religion was Roman Catholic
and the language of its' religious texts was
Latin. They have an organised priesthood.

With Martin Luther emerged the protes.
tant faith and this was carried to Ceylon by
the conquering Dutch.  The eighteenth
century showed the emergence of Science
and the Machine age which completely
altered the life, dress, customs, habits, diet
and religious problems of the Western
nations. As a result of the conquest of the
world by the European nations, the benefi-
cient influence of Science, to overcome
poverly, starvation, illness, ignorance etc
was carried to all parts of the worl@. It.
completely altered the ways .und habits of
the people inhabiting the various far ﬂlfl.':g
regions of the world. The Lnglish carried
their Culture, their government, dress,
habits, pursuits and their language flnd
Christian faith along with the beneficient
modern Science to all parts of the world.
They more or less steam—rolled all the



hey brought
them. The
as English.

peoples to their own mould.l T
the Protestant faith along with
language of the religious texts w

Islam had its origin 10 Arabia. When
the Arab traders settled in Ceylon they
brought with them their religion, culture
customs and habits and when the local
inhabitants embraced Islam, they adopted
their customs and habits too. The language
of their religious texts is Arabic.

What of the Ceylon Hindu? almost all
of them are Tamils though now they have
a sprinkling of Non Tamil population from
North India. They practice the popular
Hinduism of their Dravidian Ancestors,
Their objects of worship are still the Pre
Dravidian Siva, Vishnu, Murugan, Kali
Though they were influenced by the
Brahmanic Hinduism (Vedic Religion) in
the distant past they developed their religion
in the direction of Ethical Monotheism
(ekan—ersar) from Polytheism (Anekan —
=Grser), preserving both monotheism and
polytheism (gaer, Gpser). The one
ultimate Being is an ethical entit;y — not a
Personal God—one ethical Entity of Sat
(all Truth) Chit (All Intelligence) and Anan-
dam (all Bliss). This popular Hinduism of
the Tamils come into being alongside Brah-
manic Hinduism, It does not oppose it,
It also holds Vedas and Upanishads Sacred,
It is separate from Brahmanic Hinduism
and ll‘kc It, is also of Mystical nature, |t
has its long term' objective of the indivi-

dual soul merging in the cthical splendour
of Sawchot — Anandam.

Popular Hinduism g

. ‘ related to the
Brahmanic Hinduism like the moon to the
earth and also tied down to the earth and

has always a realistic world view.
This popular Hinduis
][\\-J-[rar{_z,aun (Bhakti myticism) of the Saivite
T{;iga;j:iil::r[:maful “lhc Veli:sllxlalist{: Alwars,
L —s.om(fe of 1.1115 Hinduism i
glon of our prehistoric

m is the Bhakti__

Ancestors,

The conception of humble surrender ¢,
God (Bhakti—u45) and union with Him
is its spiritual objective — Spiritual viey.
This is an idea alien to the old Aryap
people who settled in India.

Many Scholars are of opinion basing
their findings on good grounds that 1hg
Bhakti form of Piety within Hiuduism had
its home in Tamil Country and it spread
Northwards by the Nayanmars, Alwars and
the Tamil Acharyas Ramanuja, Madhava,
The language of the Texts of this popular
Hinduism is chiefly Tamil. The Acharyag
also wrote their texts in Sanskrit the thep
Lingua Franca of the East.
Brahmanic Hinduism are chiefly in Sanskrit
Hence the fear of the Tamil Hindus that

if Tamil is not studied their religion would

disappear, They have no organised priest-

hood.

What are the basic differences that

divide these faiths? What is the nature
of their life currents that sustain them?
or to put in another way,
nature of their fundamental philosophic
thought that gives them their separate

individualities—Popular Hindu—Brhamanic

(Vedic) Hindu, Buddhist, Catholic, Protes-
tant, Islamic etc.

Many of these differences go far back
to the distant past. The differenr philoso-
phic thoughts have been crystallised and
differences accentuated by differences of

- race, climate, historical experiences, systems

(o=

‘of ideas, social disabilities of the various

groups professing these religions. Those
following the popular Hinduism lived 1
the Tropical regions — living favoured by
a warm and wet climate, Humans, animals,
in ects, plunts, found favourable conditions

The texts of

what is the

to thrive and grow and these grew Uup the

feeling of comradeship with the rest 0;
nature, their inter-relationship was We
understood .

-




Original Brahmic Hindus were the
North India settlers—nomadic hunting tribes
living on war and plunder, who belicved in
animal sacrifices and worship of fire which
they used to keep themselves warm,

Buddhism had its fountain source in
the Himalayas where environments have
inhospitable and living difficult, The suffe-
rings of man and animals could be very well
understood and sympathised with. They
' had to contend with the Vedic religion which
spread in the North with its fire worship and
animal sacrifices and the untold sufferings
inflicted on animals and humans by its
followers.

Let us have a look at Pre-Christian
Middle East and Egypt. The Egyptians
were cruel people. The Greeks were crucl
too in their dealings with their fellow human
hemgs and animals, through they preached
high ideals, The Romans inherited
the culture of the Egyptians and Greeks
and they were very cruel to their fellow
human beings, to people whom they shave
enslived and to animals, It is with this
background that we have to study the
religion preached by Jesus Christ.

Pre_Islamic Arabia was torn by several
tribes practising polytheistic religion and
also at war with cach other in the inhospi-
table desert regions of Arabia bereft of
water supply, They were losing men by
internecine warfare and by disease, A mono-
theistic religion emphasising brotherhood of
man had to be introduced. hey had to
enforce certain customs and habits to unite
and stabilise the disintegrating Arabian
Society.

We therefore find that the contemporary
religious world appears as a mosaic in which
the most widely different religious systems
adjoin and confront each other. Some want
to aggressively absorb others while others
like the Hindus, see the beauty of the
mosaic and consider them as stages in the

ascent of humanity towards a higher spir
tual perspective — a Universal rcﬁgionlpm'
: What is the spiritual content of these
religions that give thew their vitality. What
are the tests we are going to employ to
classify them. We can judge them from the
following stand points of thought : _

1. What is their world view — is it one
of world and life affirmation or one
of world and life negation.

2. What is their idea of Supreme being,

3. Whatis their ethics stemming from
the above two stands, :

1. What is their World view :
The view of this world, universe
and infinite.

Does man regard existance in the world
as he experiences it himself and as it has
developed in his world something — true,
full of meaning and joyful and that there is
a purposeful forward progress in it towards
a higher objective). If so, man should tune
himself to this purposeful progress and also
cherish it and give it a forward push to it.
That is what is called world and lifc affir-
mation. This view urges man [0 serve his
fellows society, mankind and indeed all that
lives or, does man regard existence as he
experiences it In himself as it has developed
in the world as something® meaningless and
sorrowful If so, he resolves to bring life to
a srandstill in himself by mortifying his will
to live and flowing from this thought reno-
unces all activity at improving the conditions
of life in this world—This is world and life

negation,

2 Secondly what is his attitude to-
wards the Higher Being (God) W.hat is his
concept and what is his relationship towards

this Higher seing.?

There are various views on this;



(a) Is it the Brahamanic View ‘of an_
all pervading Brahaman and that man is part

of it.

(b) Isit the Savite and Vaishnavite
concept ( Popular Hinduism )
of individual soul and its objec-
tive is to Union with the Higher

Ethical Being.

[ am the Brahaman and I carry the
Infinite Brahaman within myself and from
this stand he says this is the attitude towards
myself and this is my attitude to all other
things in the Universe. He sees himself in
all beings and all beings—he sees in himself,
which means that man has to detach himself
from all that is earthly. His thoughts must
be entirely directed to the World of Pure
Being—a form of world and life negation
and there is plenty of abstract thought in
it etc., The ethics of Earlier Vedic religion
is contained in the Manus Laws and the
ethics of later Vedic religion 1s contained in
the Bagavad Gita.

(¢) Isit the veiw of Popular Hinduism
(Saivism Vishnavism)

I am the individual soul. T must en.
deavour to unite with the Infinite Being
(Divine Personality), The right relationship
between me and God is Love (Syairey)
(Bhakti). 1 regard all reverence, Shown
to God in acts of worship as cf secondary
value when compared to my Act of Comple-
tely surrendering myself to Him 1In Saivism
and Vaishnavism man’s love of God is glori-
fied under the metaphor of human love —
There is no quietism about it. It does not
urge man to leave ordinary existence. It
expects him to pass his life that in al| things
in thought as in deed, he maintains his loye
to God. (This is illustrated by the various
types of earthly existence led by the various
Na.tyanmars and ilwars.  God loves ai-l
beings and‘so, I also love all beings —
humans, animals, plants etc. This \Ji;w of

popular  Hinduism fits with our natural

10

instinct to live and progress towards
Higher life — its Ethics is in the Tirg.
kural which stresses life affirmations apg
universal in its application. Then there ig
another view—

(d) Man lays down doctrinaire news
This is the Universe and this is God, Thig
is the part you should play in it.

There is an Tthical creator of the
Universe, Good and Kind Father existing
beside and above the Universe,  This fs
the view of Zarathustia and the Hebrey
prophets. The world is evil and origina]
people are Sinners. There is continuous
conflict between the Good as represented
by God and Evil represented by the natu-
ral forces dwelling within the Universe.

Man is a sinner and it demands man
to be absolutely obedient to the Will of
God. The creator of the Universe has

been given an Ethical character and it is

said it is by ethical activity that man can
enter the kingdom of God. The others go
to Hell. Christian Ethics demand man to
practise active love towards other human
beings only and wipe away the sorrows
and tears of the other sinners, World and
life negation is found in the thought of
Jesus the Chief protagonist of the Hebrew
thought as He did not assume that the
Kingdom of God will be realised in this
natural world. His teachings deny this evil
and imperfect world in expectation of @
Good and Perfect world which is not in
this Earth.  Science has lent a very useful
helping hand to his philosophy of life
negation in that it had helped Christianity
to get rid of a fair quantity of Ewil 10
this World. This view does not correspond
with reality. Its doctrines about the Uni-
verse cannot be made to square with
Scientific facts. The Hindu thought regards
the Universe as something that has issued
from the mysterious Primal Cause of Being
(Sivan and Shakti).
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' raised to the State of Dogma.

Then we have two other world Views
of Jainism and Buddhism. World ang life
negation is the essence of these WO forms
of thought. In Jainism world ang life
negation is raised to a Super Ethical State
and nonkilling and not harming have beep
History of
Jainism in the Tamil Community jg i
known and its Ethical Works Naladiyar
etc., are some of the priceless Specimens
of its Literature. There is no question of
a Universe Being and the souls. Ope has
to reach a Supra Ethical state which is
considered an end in itself.

It appealed to the World once but not
nowadays as it is an impractical doctrine
for people to follow.

Buddhism :- rejected the doctrine of
the Sole Supreme Being —and that of the
individual. Buddha was more worried
about how liberation from the misery of
constantly repeated re-births is possible.
He rejected the material enjoyment of life
and preached renunciation of the World —
the inner State of deliverance from desires.
Itis a form of world and life negation
that he preached. He was of the view

Thought

1. Brahmanical

World View

World and Life negation

that Gods cannot help man
not serve him.

on this earth is
in this earth is o

and he need
Afscording to Buddha, life
full of SOrrow:  Existence
Is ea ur lot because under the
delusion it can bring us Pleasure, we cherish
it, desire for it Buddha tells that it is
th:? meaningless will to live—the desire for
existence and pleasure — that leads
beings from reincarnation to reincarnation,
The end of suffering can only be brought
about by men killing in themselves the
will to live. If they do this they arrive at

not being born again any more and enter
into “‘Nirvana’,

living

And flowing from his basic stand {s
Buddhist Ethics — Ethic of compassion to
all beings ete.,, which are so well known
and the Ethics of delivery from rebirths.
It demands complete surrender to Lord
Buddha as complete surrender to the
Buddhist Monks as complete surrender to
the Buddha Dharma, These two religioug
thoughss are totally opposite to the views
held by popular Hinduism.

Iet us summarise the religious thou-
ghts of the pre-science Era —

Ethics

Manus Laws

Bagavad Gita

Kural

Hinduism World and Life negation and
later World and Life affirmation
from the stand of life negation.

2. Popular World life affirmation.

Hinduism Preaching of active love

3. Jainism

4. Buddhism

World Life Negation

World Life Negation and prea-
ching of compassion.

*Ethics extead to all humans
as animals etc.

Bthics of non-killing and
non-harming.

Ethics of compassion. and
freeing from desires and

re birth.



5, Christianity

World and Life Negation with
tendency to affirm life from this

stand monotheistic.

6. Islam
theistic,

World and Life affirmation mono-

Christian ethics of Bible etc.
extending to humans and
only to believers.

(non-believers are heathens)

Kuran
Kthics extend to humang
and to believers Violence

condoned.

The above two stem from Hebrew background.

In the modern era though many of
these religions preach world and life nega-
tion, large majority of their adheregts
practise world and life affirmation. Ethics
arc stressed and the original fountain from
which flowed that particular type of Ethics
is being forgotton.

1 have given some food for thought
to youngsters like you so that as a
young Hindu you can understand your
friend’s religious approach, 1 may have
not softened then well and made it appea-
ling, so that you may find it easy to
digest them. You may know as a Hindu
practising popular Hinduism, where you
stand in the various conflicting religious

attitudes to life. When you do grow in
years I trust'you will read more authori-
tative works on various religious thought .
systems.

We Hindus are fortunate that we have
foreseen the era when, all religions will be
considered leading humanity to - the same
goal, when there will be no conflict bet-
ween religious thoughts; as all want one,
to do good and not, evil and when they
will all exist side by side in harmony as
in a mosaic. The seeds for this have
already been sown by our Thayumanavar
who preaches Samarasa San Margam and
Ramakrishna Barahamsa who preached and
practised Universal Religion.

Anbe Sivam ( God's love )

2
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