


g {0

Noolaham Foundation.

A ]
it
tham.

gfg' aavanaham.org -
.*._;“w'} ..P L

o T ¥



1841 - 19441

——

CENTENARY
MEMORAL  EpiTion

PUBLISHED

=B

CHELLIAH H. COOKE, J P,



QXY D ?

One of the Pioneers

of the Morning Star

Dr. Daniel Poor (1816—1850)

CTRI I Py

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1.
2.
3.
4.
5

6
7
8
o

10,

14,
12
13.
14.

CONTENTS

Page
Preface - 5 . 5
Origin of the Morning Siar = : 9
Sketch of the A. B, C, F. M. - - Il
A Missionary Journey in Ceylon - 13

A DBrief Sketch of the Events which led to the establishment

of the A. C. M. in Jaffna : ¢ 17
The Story of the Stgr - 2 19
The Management of the Star = - 25
Messages and Greetings - - 27
Special Articles - 2 . 45

An Astral Century = | - 46
Reminiscences of a Former Editor : ‘ 48
Mind and Health - 2 52
ou g 5 Fin gy he / 53
Church Missionary Society in Jaffna = 55
The Methodist Church in North Ceylon - 58
A Short History of the J. C,S. I U. C. - 60
The American Mission Press L 64
The Christa Seva Ashram - . 69
Peep into the Past - - 71
Mainly about People - - 79
Lest we Forget - - 103

Proprietors, Managers, Editors, Contributors, Life Subscribers 127

Note L - S 128



3 i

= ..?..\rnL{m,w .

f*ﬂ..r] =1

YA

=

1M
WA

" ol

LN

-l

(e
10
=

©
°

[

=1

o
L5

=

]
=
e B

5]

<]
=z

>
e}
°

o]
N
=
Eey)
=

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




‘“Dighteousness  Txalteth a
Nation, it sin s«
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A HIGHER AVERAGE

means so much in chicken breeding

Now is the time when with State encouragement of the local poultry industry, and the
ban on imported poultry, chicken breeding promises to be a profitable investment. 1f you are
interested and are Luyirg an ivcubator why mot get the latest. Let us tell you all about it

NTEREST in the ¢ Multiplo ¥ Incubator arises from the fact that it
lcomes from the land of successful poultry farming— Australia, And the higher
average of its hatches means that the improvements this Incubator embodies are
not merely of speculative but real practical value. It means that incubation is as
perfect as it can be. With this equipment therefore chicken breeding becomes a
more iprofitzble proposition.

There is another aspect to it. Perfectly hatched chicks start with a 100% lease
on life, possess greater resistance to disease and therefore promise a higher
percentage of successful results,

The “Multiplo" is so designed that the influence of climatic and atmos-
pheric conditions on incubation are expertly provided for. It is just the machine
for the average Ceylon poultry fancier because it is so simple to operate. Its
exceptionally sensitive regulation is Autematic : so also is its Ventilation It can
therefore be left alll day without attention.

it 1 1 ]

THE ““MULTIPLO"" INCUBATCR THE “ MULTIPLO BROODER
The ideal small hatcher, Sound construc- This brooder also derives 1ts heating
tion, high efficiency, low price. The from a kerosene stove in the best con-
heat is applied by a kerosene stove trolled manner as the thermometer shows,
thermostatically controlled to keep it It has 2 feeding troughs, a water llou_gh
always atthe correct temperature. Ope- and dropping tray, The floor is of wire
rating costs are next to nothing. mesh of a fine weave just suitable for

chicks.
12 IN TWO SIZES 100 Chicks Rs. 175-00 nett
Eges s Rs. 140-00 nett Fireless Brooder
200 — » 20000 nett 26" 30" Rs. 50-00 nett

HIRE PURCHASE TERMS BY ARRANGEMENT
Sole Agents:

MILLERS LIMITED,

coLOMBO.
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A WARNING
Some day you may have an old man depending on you

It will not be a relative or friend
THAT MAN WILL BE YOU

e

A QUESTION
Are you making adequate provision so that you may

not be dependent on anyone but yourself in your old age?
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AN ASSERTION

An Endowment Assurance Policy effected with

NAL MUTU

|
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A SUGGESTION
Effect that Endowment Assurance NOW

us

AgN

AND WITH

THE NATIONAL MUTUAL

LIFE ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALASIA, LIMITED

( Incorporated in Victoria, Australia. The Liability of Members is Limited. )
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Ceylon Branch :
CHATHAM AND QUEEN STREETS, cCoOLOMBO.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




1

T A SO T TS0 9
e 7
1

e
T

(essage From The Rishop of Colombe.

—_— e A -

Z R

S

HE Centenary of a Newspaper is always a

very important occasion and in particular

of a Christian Newspaper.

]affna’s enlightenment must have been greatly
assisted by the continual shining of the

“Morning Star” for a period of one hundred

years.

PR PO P P P e P A L,

lpray that God may bless this Paper for

s

FEman

many years to come as a means of inter-

a—uﬁuﬂ‘:

change of  thought dwelling on all subjects of

e

Business and Politics, Science and Literature,

Morality and Religion and passing events of

common interest, when looked at in the light

of the minds of Christian people.

r CECIL COLOMBO.

.

......
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\:“\u- | ,—"' : Rev. Miron Wnlow
Miss Julia E., Green Jaffna 1820—1836
1906 —1910
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Rev. & Mrs. Levy Spaulding

: Arrived in Jaffna 1820
Jr Samuel F. Green Missionaries in Jaffna for 54 years.
1847—1874
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Origin of the Morning Star

N e

R

of the American Ceylon Mission, sent by the American

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, that our backward
countrymen should be given the boon of civilization and enlightenment
based on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

ONE hundred years ago it occurred to the benevolence of the pioneers

Dr. Poor, one of the founders of the ‘Morning Star’, explained to the
Mission that a newspaper was “the first intellectual want of the civilized
man.” It furnishes a greater amount and greater variety of useful infor-
mation, at a cheaper rate, and in a more convenient form than any other
publication of human origin.

By means of the newspaper, Dr. Poor pointed out, there was an un-
ceasing interchange of thought and feeling throughout the country, on all -
subjects of business and politics, science and literature, morality and re:
ligion, and gassing events of every description, which are of common
interest.

And the mission believed that, in order to carry out their benevo-

~ lent intentions a n2wspapar would exert not a negligible influence. It was
thus that the Mission decided to publish a newspaper and to christen
it the “Mornmg Star’. The founders, it would appear, chose the name
from the last recorded saying of Jesus when He described His mission
through the symbolism of a Star:— I am......... the Morning Star”,

(Rev. 22.16.)

 The title of the paper is in itself evidence of the intimate connec-
tion between the object of the founders and Christianity. The Star is

indeed of heavenly birth!



MORNING STAR

THE AMERICAN CEYLON MISSION IN 1916

§ Standing left lo vight
. Mrs. Bicknell, Miss
{ Clark, J. H. Dickson,
! Mrs. Dickson, Mrs.
 Harrison (Miss
Hastings.)

Seated:

i C. W. Miller, Mrs,
{ Miller, J. Bicknell
and son John, Miss
Susan Howland,
Mrs, Hitcheock and
son Richard, Mr,
Hitcheock.

Seated on the Ground:

A, A. Ward,
Miss Bookwalter.

CEYLON MISSIONARIES, 1890.

Standing :

Ww. W. Wallace,
S. W. Howland,
. Si Smith;

R. €. Hastings.

Seatled:

Mrs. Howland,
‘Susan Howland,
W. W. Howland,
E. P. Hastings,
Miys. R, C. Hastings, §
Mrs. E. P. Hastings

10
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(f\‘j Sketch of the American Board of
m Commissioners for Foreign i

&"‘*‘-—-\L‘._ﬂ RS Missions RN ﬁ%

HE “ American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions”

was originated on the 29th of June, 1810. It originated in the

long-cherished desire and matured resolutions of six young men
to preach the Gospel of Christ in foreign lands. Something had been
done for the conversion of the Indians, the natives of the country; but
there had been no movements in any sections of the church for raising
funds and sending forth missionaries into foreign countries. It was
therefore most difficult for those young men to ascertain by what ways
and means their resolutions could . be carried into effect. Some had
resolved, in the event of failure 7 \.,_ to secure the aid of the churches,

to work their passage on ship ~ By . board to some foreign country.
. _'/"J REV. \\._\
For some years, seve DANIEL 7 ral of the young men used

special means for obtaining . POOR ~ and adopted systematic mea-
sures for imparting information . on the subject of foreign missions.
They held intercourse with certain /" of the influential members of the
community, both in church and state. Their plans were matured at
the ‘Divinity College’ in Aundover, Massachusetts, New England. On the
97th of June 1810, after a day of special prayer, thev presented a com-
munication to the General Ecclesiastical Association of Massachusetts
_then in session at Bradford. It was drawn up by Adoniram Judson,
who was missionary in Burma, and translated almost single handed, the
entire Scripture into the Burmese language.

They stated that their minds had long been impressed with the
duty and importance of personally attempting a mission, and they con-
sidered themselves dedicated to this work. They inquired whether they
ought to renounce the object of missions as visionary and impracticable;
whether they might count on patronage from a society in this country
or must commit themselves to the direction of a European Society; what
preparatory measures they ought to take.

11



MORNING STAR

This communication was sienc ‘of t 1
gned by but tour of the six youn
. : _ s g men—
Adoniram Jgdson, Samuel Nott, Samuel Mills, Samuel Newell. The names
of James Richards and Luther Rice were withdrawn, lest the associatioxli
sl}ould be alarmed at Supporting six missionaries, and should shrink in
discouragement.

. After hearing from the applicants a more particular account of their
views, the Association referred the subject to a committee of three On
the fo.llowing day this committee presented a favourable  report vs'fherc-
upon it was voted that there be established g Board of Comnjlissionerq
for Foreign Missions of nine elected individuals. As it happeueci fivég
came from Massachusetts, five from Connecticut. These gentlemen met f(l)r the
first time on the 5th September, 1810, when a constitution was adopted
and officers elected. Rev. Samuel Worcester became the Corresponding
Secretary.
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¢ A Missionary Journey in Ceylon ¢
g [ 1816 ]

‘l

4|

ceeesc  Bxtracts from Rev. Ed. Warren's lelters opscecees

Dear Brethren and Sisters,

T half past eight I reached this place, three hours and a half

from the time I left Colombo. The coolies brought me very

well indeed....They spoke in an unknown tongue but I often
tho't of FAT BEAST. But as I was not so fat, I did not know but it
was LAZY BEAST, so I got out and walked occasionally...I read Cow-
pers “Task’ as long as I could see.

When I arrived here, 1 sent to know whether I couid have some
supper. The reply from the man who provides was that he had received
no word that I was coming and had provided nothing. I then sent my
appoo to find a teapot.... After some time he returned with a small
tea-kettle . . . He built a fire in the verandah, and soon brought me a very
good cup of tea, spread the table on the top of the palankeen, and called
me to supper.. ...

After supper ...l went in search of a room. The first onel entered
I found occupied by an ass...and I felt very ill obliged to dispossess
the animal of his station, altho’ he had taken possession before me....
Mr. Mead’s horse and his friend’s, with several hounds have just come
with two or three punies...Mr. Mead has sent me word to leave for
Negombo at 2 in the morn......

Negombo
... After a restless night I left Jailla Rest House at half past four
in the morning, and at half after seven was landed here..... I expect
Mr. Mead and his friend here in a few moments......
I am yours in the bonds of the Gospel. E. WARREN

Calpentua, 8, July 1816.

...... Just after I closed my letter at Negombo Mr. Mead rode up
with his friend, Mr. Wallboef, a Collector and Justice of the Peace, resid-

I3



MORNING STAR

mg at Chilaw. Breakfast was soon brought upon the table and we ali
sat down to it with very good appetites . .. At four dinner was set upon
the table. A little before five we left Negombo on horseback .. ... We
proceeded on .... all the way upon a sandy beach, the sea upon
our left, and a thick jungle most of the way on our right, until we
arrived at Maravillai, ..... a little after 8. Before dark we provided
curselves with coolies, for the jungle is inhabited by some elephants and
_cheetahs, or the tigers of this island. At M — we took a little supper .. .
At a little before three we set out again on horseback, lighted by the coolies
-... and at 7 we reached Chilaw, the residence of Mr. Wallboef. He im-
mediately provided for us eat and drink and comfortable couches.

No sooner did we reach this house than we were surrounded by
almost forty hounds. ... Mr. W— has ahout 60 in all ... The wildhog,
the tiger, the moose, the deer—.,. all fall victims to the fury of his
U

The wind blew very strongly and made it dangerous to cross Chilaw
River .... Thursday morn I rode out to visit a pagoda about two miles
away. | saw the ruins of a very extensive building called Mooniseran
kovil, said to have been 1000 years. ... In our ride we passed over a
paddy field containing between 200—300 acres. .... Friday morn we left
Chilaw, crossed the river with very little difficulty ... Just before night
we passed over what is called “blueboots”, a most dismal slough, where
the coolies would for several rods go into their knees in blue clay mud....
We saw many fresh elephant tracks in the mud. .... Soon after we
reached Madramcooli, the coolies cried out *‘Ana, Ana” which is the
Malabar word for elephant. .... Out a short distance from the house we
saw two very large ones, lifting up their trunks and snorting-the moon
shone bright .....

Saturday morn we took a dhoney at Putlam and sailed down the
gulf of Calpentua, 12 or 15 miles. Here I have been most hospitably en-
tertained by the Hon. E. Mead. ..... He with his friend, Capt. Fagan,
commander of the fort here, have showed me every attention.

Yesterday morn the Rev. Mr. Mayhew, the Dutch minister here,
called upon me. He is very aged and infirm—has not been able to preach
much of late —cannot speak English. I conversed with him thro’ an inter-
preter an hour .., ,

Yours truly,
Ed, WARREN

14
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Jaftna, July 12,1816.

Protected and favoured by a kind Providence, we reached this place
about 9 yesterday morning, much fatigued with travelling by night and
by day, but yet in tolerable health.

....About 7 Pp. M. I left Calpentua in a dhoney., 1 slept but
little during the night as I found it necessary to keep the boatmen
awake, especially the man at the helin. We had a fresh. fair wind

The moon shone very bright and we had a delightful view of
the shore, many parts of which were lined by buffalos, wild and
tame .

At seven we reached Arripoo. I proceeded on and reached
Bantotta between 9 and 10 A. M. Here I found a lady from Trincomalee
travelling alone in her palankeen to Colombo. She was occupying one
room of the rest house..... I did not speak with her. I left this
place at 2, it being cloudy and cool, for Elepateawah, which I reached
just at dusk. The road is lined with thick jungle for several miles
the last of the way ....It is diverting indeed to hear the different
noises the coolies make when they pass thro .... especially if you
have not clubs or a gun. If they were to see an elephant that did not
run off at their approach, they would immediately set down the
palankeen and run away; but if the traveller has a gun, it inspires
them with courage.

At 2 Wednesday morn I left Elepateawah, and arrived at
Polucrynkottai at 8 A, M. ..... at 2 p, M. || left there for Pooneryn
and arrived there at 7, much fatigued. But it gave me some courage
to know I was so near the end of my journey. “Here is stationed

a Dutch magistrate.... I lay down about 9 and fell asleep.
Soon after I was awakened by a most melodious harmony of
voices, singing a Dutch hymn ... there were 3 or 4 children singing the

air . They touched every note distinctly but with much softness and
grace.... | forgot my fatigue, or that I was in a strange land, Altho
I could not understand the words yet the melody of the tune together
with the thought that they were singing praises to God filled me with
feelings [ shall not soon forget.”

At 2. A. M. I left this for Kaloemony which I reached about 7; here
I hired a dhoney and crossed over to Colombogam: from thence I proceeded
by land to Jaffna.

15



MORNING STAR

Providence seemed to direct all things with regard to my arrival
here.... My servant did not know where Rev., Mr. Lynch lived, but
could direct me to the Hon. Mr. Mooyard. I called on him at his house
and was met by him in his verandah. He called me by name, welcomed
me at his house, introduced me in, and enquired whether I had taken
breakfast, which he ordered almost before I had time to answer. [
enquired for Mr. Lynch. He said he lived a short distance from him
in the family of Rev. Mr. McKenry, that he would take me to him
by and by, that I had better eat some breakfast and take possession of
my room which he had provided for me. Asking at the same time
whether I would consent to stop with him.......

Do not fail to write me often. I hope you have written before this.
My love to the Sisters and Brothers—all my friends.

. ED. WARREN

e NN 7>

R e g L I s

Rey, Eurotas P. Hastipgs 1847—1890
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A Brief Sketch of the Boents fubich led to

the establishwent of the American @eplon

@%WD Mission i Jaffua S o

After the formation of the Board of Commissioners, it was a very
serious question whether the requisite funds could be obtained for send-
ing out the four young men who had offered their services, and who
held themselves in readiness to go to any part of the non-Christian world
at the pleasure of the Board. That was a new period in the history of
the American churches, a period that gave occasion for the expression of
a great variety of feelings and sentiments, from different classes of indi-
viduals. Some ridiculed the idea of sending missionaries to the non-
Christians, alleging that the non-Christians might very well take care of
themselves,—that the God who created them would provide for them
and that to send missionaries abroad would be a useless expenditure of
men and money. Others thought that the young men, who had offered
their sarvices were unpardonably rash in their proceedings, and needed
to be restrained. Some who had a better state of feelings towards the
non-Christian nations, and who had been taught to pray for them, thought
that the time had not yet come in the providence of God for the
successful efforts for their conversion. Others, again, men of even principles
and piety, thought, the movements in favour of foreign missions ought to
be discouraged as being hostile to the best interests of Christianity at
home, and that these young men, who had just completed their education
and were ready to go to the ends of the earth in the service of Christ,
were the very men whose services were urgently needed in their native
country. While large sections of every community in America were in
an unconverted state and while there were numerous tribes of American
aboriginees among whom these zealous young men might expend their
strength and zeal, it was thought to be unwise to give up a certainty
for an uncertainty — to leave those within their own borders and proceed
abroad in search of non-Christian nations.

But great is the Power of Truth. The advocates of missions suc-
cessfully urged upon the attention of the American Churcht_es maxims
of Revelations and Principles ot Divine Government in relation to the

17



MORNING STAR

subject in question. A new impulse was given to the public mind. A
spirit of inquiry into the subject of missions was extensively awakened,
and more enlarged and impressive views were entertained respecting the
coming of the Kingdom of God on earth, and respecting the agency
which it was the duty and privilege of the Churches of Christ to put
forth, in aid of the gracious designs of the Almighty for the redemption
of the world.

God’s providential dealings with the American Churches were illus-
trated in a signal manner in the providing of sufficient pecuniary assis-
tance not only to those who offered themselves as missionaries for foreign
service, but also in establishing institutions for the purpose of educating pious
young men for the gospel ministry. The above facts are some of the
events which led the American Board to send forth missionaries to foreign
countries.

This was a dispensation of providence with Jafina. The ways of
providence in the establishment of the American Ceylon Mission in Jaffna
are unscrutable. The pioneer missionaries, having been prevented from
landing in Calcutta, landed in Galle by mistake, when their destination was
Bombay. Their attempt to establish a Mission in Colombo was frustrated
by the Government inducing them to go to a place remote fron the metropolis.
Some of the incidents of 1816 were God's wise plans to establish the Mission
in Jaffna,

18
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€ THE STORY OF THE STAR

.
e QQ By Lyman S. Kulathungam, B. A.

hundred years of unbroken service in the field of journalism in
A Ceylon! That isthe proud record of the Morning Slar. Started in
1841, it is today the second oldest paper in the Island, the oldest being
the Ceylon Observer, And all down the century as it saw the years roll
by and the generations of people pass away, the Star saw also the disappear-
ance from the journalistic tirmament, of many of its fellows, some greater
In magnitude and some lesser in lustre than itself. (Some of them were
also shooting stars trailing their light on the skies only for a short while,)
“This is not to say in any vain-gloriously triumphant mood that the Morn-
ing Star has always kept the same lustre. Periods there have been in its
history, when its lustre was dimmed by unavoidable clouds. Not to admit
this would be tantamount to claiming for the Stwr something of a superhuman
venture. The credit for this record of a hundred years of continuous life
and service goes to two parties: the American Ceylon Mission and the
families of Strong, Asbury and Cooke, who have been its Managers and
Proprietors during this time.

To the American Ceylon Mission also goes the credit of having
launched in  Ceylon, twernty-five years after its arrival, thisthe first Pro-
testant and the first Tamil newspaper in Ceylon. The Mission had al-
ready done some years of useful pioneering work in its educational insti-
tutions and felt strongly the need of a publication of some kind as a
sequel to the courses of study given in these institutions. So, to supply
this need, it started the “Morning Star” in 1811. To put it more definite-
ly, the following was the object, in the words of the first Editorial found
elsewhere in this Number: *Being actuated therefore by a desire to com-
nmunicate to our countrymen important information, we have undertaken
to edit this periodical, imitating the Europeans in the improvement they
have made by such means. We hope that this small beginning may open
the way for more extensive improvements, and that others may be encour-
aged to make similar attempts for the purpose of diffusing knowledge. It
will be our endeavour to communicate from time to time as we are able
articles on science, commerce, agriculture, Government, Christianity, and
whatever may tend to the improving of the mind, together with such news
as may transpire from different quarters of the world.”

19



MORNING STAR
First Period: 1841-1870

The paper consisting of eight pages of quarto size and costing four
shillings a copy appeared twice a month. It was mainly in Tamil, but
had many important articles both in English and Tamil. It was edited
during its early years by the Mission assisted by some Tamils, the chief
of whom were Henry Martyn and Seth Payson. The printing was done
at the American Mission Press, which was then located at Manipay and had
been already functioning for some years. The story of the beginnings of
the Press, however, goes as far back as 1821, five years after the found-
ing of the Mission, when the Printing Press was first sent from America.
The Government of Ceylon was at that time not quite sure of what these
Americans were about and looked at their doings with a good deal of
suspicion and even hostility. And Mr. G.Garret, who was then in charge
of the Press, thus came to be ordered by the Government to leave the
Island. On his departure, the Press was loaned to the Church Missionary
Society and was set up at Nallur by the Rev. Joseph Knight. Huwever,
in 1834 the restrictions of the Government on the American Mission were
withdrawn and the Press was given back to the American Mission and
set up at Manipay. The Star was thus printed at the Mission Press for
14 yeers till 1655 when, as a result of a recommendation of the first
Deputation from America to the Mission field in Jaffna, the Press was
sold to Messrs. Ripley and Strong. The Press continued from that time
till 1903, to be in private hands, Mr. R. O. D. Asbury also having a share
in it in the latter part of this period.

A peep into some of the early editions of the Star, now available
in the Jaffna College Library, would reveal the splendid and thorough work put
into them by the Editors. They are full of interesting and instructive
articles. Of special interest are the excellent Tamil translations from well-
known English standard works in Literature and Philosophy, the treatises
on Mathematical topics, the disquisitions on morals, Christian ethics and
dogmas, and the stories from the Panchathantra. Particular mention may
also be made of a series of articles contributed by Dr. Poor, in the form
of letters to his old students of the Batticotta Seminary. How popular the
Siar was then may be seen from the number and the variety of peo-
ple who wrote to its “Correspondence” columns. Most of these people, one
could see from their letters, wrote out of a genuine desire to arrive at
the truth of things, guided by the Editors, to whom they frankly looked
up as fountains of knowledge. In this matter, the ancients were far
less sophisticated than the modern species of the newspaper correspon-
dents, who write to the papers frequently to show off their own learning
or to draw the editors into some argument with their own vain, pompous

selves. i
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For six years the Stur was published with unabated interest, but soon
the inevitable with newspapers happened. Owing to the failure of subs-
cribers to pay their subscriptions promptly and regularly, the paper ran
into debt and the loss was met by the Mission. In 1847 its size and subs-
cription rate were reduced and a proposal was mooted to conduct it as a
weekly paper, one week in Tamil and the other week in English. But this pro-
posal did not materialise. However, we find the Siar taking a new shape in 1856,
when it commenced to be published entirely in Tamil as recommended by the
first Deputation from America, which has already been referred to in this story
and which has now Lecome famous for some of the drastic changes it effected
in the Mission field. Some of the other changes, it recommended to which
effect was given were to close down the Seminary, to abolish
all the English Schools of the Mission, and to eliminate all English from
the course of studies at the Uduvil Girls’ Echcol. When the change was
effected in the Star, it was but fitting that two of the choicest and most
illustrious of the old students of the Seminary should be entrusted with
the editorship of the paper. Messrs. Carroll and J. R. Arnold deserved
to be Editors by virtue of their wide scholarship and undisputed ability.
Mr. Carroll was a reputed Tamil scholar, possessing encylopaedic knowledge;
while Mr. Arnold, besides being an eminent Tamil Scholar, was a prolific
writer and author of poems, stories and other books in Tamil. The first
period in the history of the Star ends in 1870, when the Mission decided to
give it over to nationals.

Second Period: 1870 -1914.

Thus the second period begins with July 1870, when the paper went
into the hands of Messrs. Strong and Asbary. The reason that seems
to have urged the Mission to take this step was a laudable one.
The spokesman of the Mission in a June issue of the Sfar, of the same year
stated that the Mission did so because it felt that the time had come
for Christian Tamils to assume this with other enterprises for the good
of their countrymen.” A bold first step in Devolution ! That the confidence
which the Mission had, that these Tamil gentlemen “would do all n their
power to maintain the religious, moral and intellectual tone of the paper
and thus make it a welcome visitor in every Christian home in the com-
munity as well as a necessity to every Tamil” was well deserved by them
and justified is beyond any doubt. During this second period one finds
a galaxy of eminent and scholarly men as the editors of the Star, which
once again reverted to its original bilingual nature. Among its English
Rditors were men like Mr. R. O. D. Asbury, Dr. E. P. Hastings,
Rey. 'Thomas Smith, Dr, S W. Howland, Rev. R. C. Hastings and
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Messts, W. E. Hitchcock, and A. A. Ward. Among its Tamil Edi
- tors, one comes across the names of Mr. Arnold, who continued to
edit the paper till his death, and Mr. Allen Abraham of precious memory
in Ceylon, Professor of Mathematics at Jaffna College. The last decade
of this period was a very remarkable one in the history of the Star. It
not only saw the modernising of the paper, but also saw the Star fast
becoming a very powerful force, not merely in Jaffna but also in the
whole Island. This was due to the untiring and selfless efforts of that power-
ful personality, the Rev. J. H. Dickson, who was its Editor in the early years of
the 20th century. Mr. Dickson'’s keen eye missed nothing that was amiss in
the public life of the country and his versatile pen slashed at everything without
fear or favour. He made the paper speak loud and strong in condemna-
tion of all that was wrong and false. Particularly those men — it did not matter
to him whether they were big or small — who tainted their hands
with illgotten gains received no mercy at his hands. As a result
of all this, the people not merely looked forward to the weekly appear-
ance of the Sfar, but also became sirongly attached to its Editor.

One distinct piece of service rendered by the Siar in 1910 was to help in the
dissemination of correct information with regard to the movements of the
much feared Hailey’s Comet. There was a great panic amongst the people
at the appearance on the skies of this extra-ordinarily large comet. All
sorts of opinions, some of them purporting to be learned and authorita-
tive, were advanced to the effect that the tail of the comet would
burn the whole earth to ashes. It was left to the learned articles
of that great scholar and mathematician of Jaffna College, Prof.
Allen Abraham, to disabuse the minds of the people of their vague and
baseless fears. The conclusions made from his calculations and published
from time to time in the Siar were found to be correct and earned for
him from London the rare title of the Fellow of the Royal Astronomical
Society.

Associated with the Rev., Dickson as Associate Editor during the last
years of this period was a gentleman destined to play a great part in the
‘history of the paper in later days. That was Mr. J. V. Chelliah, who
shares with Mr. Dickson the credit of having earned for the Star a great
reputation. We must pause here to express our appreciation
of what Father Cooke did for the Stas as Manager and Proprietor for
thirty years. In 1880, when he took over the paper it was heavily invol-
ved in debt and it must have demanded all the energy and the organis:
mg  apility of Mr. J. P. Cooke to free the paper of that debt.
Mr. C. H. Cooke, the present Manager, succeeded his father in the lat-
ter eighties and has been from then mainly responsible for keeping the
Star alive,
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The close of this period’saw the Mission assuming the entire Man-
agement and ownership of the paper, which had been almost during the
latter half of this period owned jointly by the family of Strong and Cooke
and the Mission.

Third Period: 1914-1941

This last period of the century may well be called a period of changes
The management and proprietorship changed hands twice : once in 1914, as
already stated, when the Mission fook over the paper, and again in 1926,
when on the recommendation of tlie Deputation from America as a re-
trenchment measure the Mission gave it over to the present Manager and
Proprietor. The following extract from a letter sent to Mr. Cooke in 1914
by the then Secretary of the Mission, the Rev. Giles G. Brown,
would show how greatly the services of the Cooke family were apprecia-
ted : “We know what the Sfar has meant to you and that the interest
which you have taken in it is genuine and its present success is in no
small measure due to the enthusiastic efforts of your late father and your-
self. We cordially recognise your zeal and devotion to the paper and accept
it as a trust to be held for the good of the people of Jaffna. The name
of your father and yourself will be ever associated with this journal which
has done so much for the spread of truth in Jaffra and throughout Cey-
lon and other countries”. And when the Mission handed over this trust
back again in 1926 to Mr. Cooke, it did so with confidence that it was
being entrusted to safe hands.

The editorship itself has been held by a number of people, First,
when the Rev. Dickson had to give up his editorship because of his trans-
fer to the Madura Mission, his mantle fell on the very worthy should-
ers of Mr. J. V. Chelliah. Mr. Chelliah not merely carried on the great
traditions set up by his illustrious predecessors, but also brought a fresh-
ness and new interest into the articles appearing in the Ste». His wide
reading, deep learning, intimate knowledge of English Literature and
excellent style of writing once again brought the paper into the public
eye. Under his guidance it continued to take an unequivocal Christian
stand in the public affaits of the country. Though Mr. Chelliah relinqu-
iched his duties as Editor in 1931, he has always kept up his connections
with the paper enlivening its columns with his valuable contributions.
Fyen though it was only for a short time, the Star was very fortunate
in having the versatile and vigorous pen of the Rev. Dr. T. Isaac Tam-
byah to control the editorship. If Dr. Tambyah had not been compelled
by ill-health to leave Jalfna, he would have continued for a longer time
to make the Star speak with his scintillating articles. The present
writer himself considers the period of five years when he was in complete
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charge of the editorship among his pleasant experiences. Recently cir-
cumstances have compelled Mr. Cooke to carry on the editorship also
along with the laborious task of managing the paper. How he has gone
on in the face of great difficulties is a matter for wonder. :

During this period the Tamil pages were in charge of Messrs.
S. T. Arnold, D. V. Nelson, Isaac K. Vyramuttu, J. V. Chellappah,
S. M. Kandiahpillai, the Rev, G. D. Thomas and Mr. Cooke himself,

This period is of recent times and hence it is not necessary to
speak of it at great length, but before concluding this article grateful
and appreciative mention should be made of at least some friends of the
Star who have from time to time contributed to its success by their contri-
butions. The following names are easily recalled : the Rev. John Bicknell,
Mr. Nevins Selvadurai, the Revds. S.Kulandran, E. M. Weaver, and James
S. Mather, Messrs. James Hensman, A. M. Nathaniel and K. Nesiah.

How the Star has served the people of the country and how its
services have been appreciated can be seen from the spontaneous tributes
appearing in this issue from men representing various interests and commu-
nities. The Star has served not merely the American Mission com-
munity, not the Christian community only, but also the non-Christians.
The Siar has counted a large number of friends and patrons among the non-
Christians. We have counted a large number of friends and patrons among
whom for this Centenary Edition we treasure greatly indeed. And now
what ol the future? With the difficulties caused by the present inter-
national situation, the support from Malaya stopped, (only temporarily we
are sure), the competition of many newspapers, and several other difficult
circumstances — with all these threatening to cripple our resources, it looks
as if dark clouds are hovering about our horizon: but we are undeterred
and undismayed. It is our firm belief that the position that the Siar has
made for itself all these hundred years in the community is well nigh
unassailable. Also it is our strong conviction that a newspaper of the
type of the Siar is a desideratum for the Christian community. Therefore
under clouds or in bare heavens the Sfa» must continue to shine. '

It is hoped that the subscribers and well wishers will continue their
patrenage and secure for the paper a permanent and wide-spread useful-
ness,

\Z
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the
was

By
. M. Thevathason,

Rev. §
M A, L T

HE Morning Star was inaugurated in 1841 and published
by the American Ceylon Mission. In the Government Archives
are found old documents from which we gather :

“The Siar was in 1870, under the management of Rev. J. C. Smith of
American Ceylon Mission at Udupiddy. The annual subscription
2 Shillings without postage in Jaffna, 3 Shillings with postage

in the Island and 4 Shillings with postage out of the Island

The following acted as Agents for the paper :—
Madura— Rev. J. E. Chandler

Nagercoil - »w G. O. Newport

Trincomalee— ,, J. Brown

Batticaloa— ,, E Rigg and Mudaliyar Somanadar
Colombo—-  Mr. J. Homer

Mullaitivu— ,, Chellappah, Shroff

In 1870, in the January issue of the paper appeared the following

note :

“With this year 1870, the Morning Star has been published thirty
years at an annual cost much above the income from subscription
and advertisements. We have thus continued to publish it, believing
that its influence is such as to warrant the necessary labour and
expenses. It has been our aim to make it valuable to all classes.
Besides other valuable articles, the summary of intelligence Irom
all parts of the world is gathered with much care and labour
from various publications from different countries and it is its
object to collect such particulars as will be of special interest and
value to our readers. In commencing the thirtieth year of our
paper, we take this opportunity of thanking our readers and friends
who have encouraged us in continuing our publication,and we ask
their aid in extending its influence by increasing its publication”.

Six months later the responsibility of editing and publishing the paper

was transferred to Messrs. Strong and Ripley, as the Mission felt that the
time was ripe for the nationals to develop leadership in this direction,
The joint editors then were Messrs. Arnold and Asbury. It was published
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 twice a month on the first and third Thursdays in English and Tamil. On
the 7th of July 1870, appeared an editorial from which is taken
the following.

“Apart from all that the American Mission has done in Jaffna
towards evangelising the people, they have, by the publication of
this paper, conferred on the Tamilians in general a permanent
and lasting boon, vast in magnitude and worthy of much praise.
They have every reason to look upon the Star as one of their best
achievements. It has contributed much to civilise our peninsula. It
has widely diffused correct knowledge. Its news columns has been
all along interesting and useful. It has created a taste for general
reading”.

The proprietorship was later vested in Mr. Strong. The editorial
control was, however, in the hands of the Mission. Later on Mr. Strong
took in the Mission as part proprietors, After Mr. Strong's death his
heirs, among whom was the late Mr. J. P. Cooke who managed the paper
with consummate ability, were part proprietors. The late Mr. J. P. Cooke’s
successor is Mr. C. H. Cooke J. p. who in 1914 transferred his rights to the
Mission, on the understanding that in the event of the Mission relinquishing
their responsibility it should be reverted to him or his heirs. And in
1926 the Mission transferred it back to him, acting on the advice of the
Deputation from the American Board as a retrenchment measure. Then
appeared the following note in the December issue of the Star in  1926.

The new proprietor wishes to state to the public that there will be
no change in the policy of the paper and that it will carry on its
traditions. For the present there will be no change in the editorial
staff, and the paper will be printed in the American Ceylon Mission
Press. We wish to assure the readers of the Star that the paper will
continue to be the organ of the Protestant community of Jafina.

-

Mr. C. H. Cooke - has brought to the management of the Star
mature judgement, keen business ability and wide personal intluence in
Ceylon, India and Malaya. Mr. Cooke graduated from Jaffna College in
the early seventies and had a long and distinguished association with the
College as teacher and Director. The large number of College students
who in their former years learned to admire the sweet temperament and
noble character of Mr. Cooke have stood by him, and he has, for his
part, done his duty by the Sfer with untiring energy and devotion. It 18
but fair that we thus place on record Mr. C. . Cooke’s honorary and self-
sacrificing services,
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A CENTENNIAL ACROSTIC SONNET
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mriumphant Star ! smile the complacent smile!
g[qundred long years hast thou, by vision led,
g&tfu]gent rays of Christian glory shed,

Cﬁqen’s murky minds illumining the whilza,
@rgan of culture! Oracle of truth !

gﬁemote and near thy weekly message flies —
No futile dross, but treasure timely wise —
?Zlnspiring age and animating youth,

ﬁot thine a mushroom span : so thrive thou on,
E]ﬁirt in the armour of a sacred cause.
ﬁustaining hopes, refining moral laws,
{@abooing darkness, heralding the dawn .
Aver yet righteousness exalteth all,

aReproach is sin to nations great and small !

G. d. Ratnavarather

The first lellers of the Lines Jorm the name of the Journal
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©  Fom FRIENDS

the Centenary of the inception of the oldest newspaper in North

Ceylon. “The Morning Star” has stood the vicissitudes of a hundred
years and this is a unique event well deserving a permanent memorial
in the shape of a special volume.

I‘ WRITE to congratulate those who are responsible for celebrating

. The American missionaries came to Jaffna about the year 1816
for announcing their own form of Christianity to the inhabitants of the
Peninsula, and it was part of their plan for attaining their object “to
communicate such a portion of secular knowledge as may expose the
errors” prevalent among the people, exhibiting at the same time ‘“the
purer attributes of Christian morality and the civilizing influence of Christian
life”. I quote these words from Sir Fmerson Tennent who wrote his
“Christianity in Ceylon” in the later forties of the last century. After
describing some of the results achieved by this method, he refers to “7he
Morning Star,” started also for the same purpose, in the following words:
“It is a further evidence of the stimulus which has been given to the
minds of the natives in general, that, for the last seven years, a news-
paper under the title of ‘The Morning Star” has been in the course of
publication by the missionaries which has upwards of seven hundred subs-
ctibers, of which five - sixths are Tamils”. It is remarkable that this
journal has ever remained true to its original objective and kept up the
interest of a good section of the reading public of Jaffna, while many
other periodicals have risen and fallen within these hundred years. There
is every sign that ‘‘The Morning Slay” will continue its long-lived exis-
tence so long as the Proteslant Mission endures.

Rev. S, Gnana Prakasar, 0, M. 1.
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HE “Morning Star” ushered the dawn of a new era, with a new

culture. This Journal started a 100 years ago with two Tamils,

Henry Martyn and Seth Payson, as editors, owes its existence
for the last half a century to the generosity and public spirit of the
Cooke family. A noble and venerable member of that family, Mr. C. H.
Cooke. J. P, insists on a message. I shudder at the idea of a message, in
the midst of this world commotion and confusion. But if we cannot contri-
bute to the solution of world problems, we may at least take measures
to make Ceylon less of a sport of events in other countries, which we
cannot influence or control. I am therefore content to repeat what I have
said before : Develop your lagoon. There is wealth in it beyond the
dreams of avarice.

You can create a fresh water lake covering 250 square miles — an
area twice as large as all the major irrigation works in the island, ata
cost of only a few lakhs. Place bunds across the narrow mouths of the
lagoon at suitable places where the water is shallow, allow the salt water
to be washed out during the heavy rains; and prevent the return of salt
water by closing the sluices. A 150 square miles of the lagoon bed can,
without incurring the heavy cost of reclamation, be utilized for cultivation
with the receding water in the dry season. The field adjoining the
lagoon can be double - cropped by lift irrigation using wind, steam, oil or
electric power.

The Scheme outlined Ly me consists of four sections:i—

(I) Elephant Pass section

(3) Vadamaradchi — Upper section

(3) The Jaffna — Punakarai section

(4) Mandativu — Punnalai section

There is some stir about the Vadamaradchi-Upper section of the

gchem_e. The Trrigation Department, judging from reports, appears to be
vestigating the possibility of constructing a tank of the usual type with
high bunds to impound water between Tondaiman Ar and Upp Ar — a tank
fro_m which when sluices are opened, water seeking its level will flow into
Irrigation channels. There are difficulties and even dangers in construct-
g such a tank where the inhabited area is even now difficult to drain.
Besides, there would be no flow of water in the dry season when the
tank begins to dry up and the water level reaches the field level.

. I am not expounding here the lagoon scheme. 1 have done that
before, Let me conclude, repeating my appeal: Develop your lagoon,—for
E:he_ap.transpurt, pastures, gardens, orchards, fields, and fish ponds. There
18 1n 1t wealth beyond the dreams of avarice.

K. Balasingham,
Bar « at « Law,
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ANY of us remember the name of Ceylon newspapers which

M appeared during our lifetime, had their day and ceased to be,

Their life was short. And the majority of newspapers of today

are not very old. Ceylon journalism generally has a hard struggle for exis-

tence. The ‘Morning Star’ therefore deserves our hearty congratulationson

having survived over a hundred years — an honour which is shared only
by one other newspaper in Ceylon.

During the one hundred yearsof its existence the ‘Morning Star' has
served a very useful purpose. The people of Jaffna, because they lived
in a peninsula which until the beginning of this century was almost
completely cut off from the rest of Ceylon owing to lack of facilities for
transport and communications, had no means of knowing what transpired
elsewhere. The ‘Morning Star was the medium through which a large
number of people scattered throughout the peninsula gained the knowledge
of the larger world. It is also the medium through which the people
of Jaffna who have left the peninsula keep in touch with their homeland
because it is usually considered too small a territory for the metropolitan
Press to devote space and attention to. It serves similarly the people who
leave the shores of Ceylon for foreign lands to many of whom the ‘Morning
Slar’ is perhaps the only link with Ceylon.

One of the special features of the ‘Mosming Star' is its bilingualism.
Tamil journalism is a recent development. But from its very inception
the ‘Morning Star’ has kept in view the bulk of the population which is
ignorant of the English language, and maintained high standards. I have
often been told — not by admirers of or those immediately interested in
the ‘Morning Star' — that if one wished to cultivate the art of public speak-
ing in Tamil one had only to read week by week the Tamil editorial
column in the ‘Moruing Star.

I am sure all readers of the * Morning Star’ will join with me in
wishing the paper “'many happy returns of its centenary.

J. V. Dharmarajah
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A CALENDAR of one hundred years of journalistic  service to
A any community is a proud achievement. The Protestant Christian
peoples of North Ceylon should richly treasure the singular service
the ‘Morning Star has rendered them. We Hindus are happy in the
thought that all these hundred years the ‘Sizr’, while serving Christian
readers, has done sn withoat hurting the religious susceptibilities of non.
Christian peoples. The ‘Morning Star has always been noted for clean
journalism.

I have grown old along with the Ster and have watched its pro-
gressive efforts with pleasure. My best wishes g0 to the journal and to
my friend Mr. C. H. Cooke. '

Adigar Naganather, 7. p y p u

N the occasion of the celebration of the Centenary of the
‘Morning Star’ 1 desire to record my appreciation of the service
; done by the weekly for the last burdred years. It is the organ of
the Protestant Christian community and primarily it protects the interests
of that community. As a Denominational paper it has been faith-
fuily voicing the religious sentiments and aspirations of the Protestant
Christian community, it has besides, served the general public by its
sane and well-considered views on public questions. I hope for the
Morning Star as Prosperous a career as it had in the past as one
of the progressive papers of North Ceylon.

C. Arulampalam,
(Advocate, Member of the Agricultural Board of Ceylon.)
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HEN | was 7 or 8 years old, I could read and understand Tamil

W very well for my age. The great Indian Sepoy mutiny in India came

to a head in 1857, when I was less than ten years old. The

Morning Star would arrive once a week and give the thrilling

news of the doings of the mutineers which T remember 1 read with

the greatest interest. The elders in the house, visitors included, would

discuss the news, and I heard the whole thing with the greatest
interest.

The Morning Star was the only purveyor of news to us hv-
ing remote from the town. Did we not read the news of the horrors
perpetrated by that monster Nana Sahib? He in the end escaped
into the wilds of Nepal. at the base of the Himalayas.

That great Tamil Scholar, Mr. Arnold, was probably the Edi-
tor at that time. I bhelieve he did a great deal for Tamil during
the years he was Editor of the “Siler’”.

Then in the school at Chundikuly, none among the boys read
or spoke of the news in the “Stas-” This period was followed by my
move to India for higher studies. But. . ..

“Men may come and men may go, but 1 go on for ever,” was
the song of the “Star” and is still its song. May it be sung for ano-
ther century.

The late lamented Rev. J. H. Dickson was, 1 believe, the Edi-
tor of the “Sfas’ for some years. The paper was evidently given up
by the Mission after the departure of Mr. Dickson and then began
the era of Mr. Chelliah H. Cooke, in whose hands it has been going
on wonderfully well. May it continue to grow and thrive and serve
the people of Jaffna in the coming years in all political, social, and
religious matters, !

J. M. HENSMAN

"'.[’HE project for the Centennial Number of the Siar such as you propose
is a very fine plan and I hope it can be carried out fully. There 1s no
doubt the Star has been a quiet but powerful factor in the development
of the Christian community, promoting the unity of the various branches.
I have read the English pages almost continuously for forty years, [ value it
much for the high tone of its news and articles, 4L

CLARA 1-“._ BROWN
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HE Morning Star has for the last one hundred years shed its

I rays with undiminished lustre and effulgence on the sons and

daughters of Jaffna, wherever they happened to live. I may

claim the privilege of having been a reader of this paper for the last

sixty years, and I have always been eager to scan its pages as soon as

it arrived. I have a life-long admiration for its consistently bold Christian

policy and its profound knowledge of local conditions and social activities,

The part played by the Star in shaping and moulding the character of

the Jaffna youth by its lofty Christian ideals also deserves special men-
tion.

The Jaffna man is very clannish and, like the Scotchman, has
always maintained a strong patriotic feeling for the land of his birth.
This bond the Star has helped to maintain.

While offering my congratulations to the paper on the occasion
of its centenary celebrations, I would like to be permitted to express
the hope that the people of Jaftna will continue to evince the same interest
in the paper as in the past and that it may continue for many more
years to shed its lustre and beneficent influence on the people of the

Peninsula.
Dr. S, C. PauL

N our home in the United States my father had a large scrapbook

bound in blue clath, in which were pasted all the articles and letters

which he had written for the “Morning Stay” during his service in
Jaffna (1879-1904). This was my conscious introduction to that paper, although
I probably had heard of it during my early childhood days in Uduppiddy.
During my own missionary career from 1912 up to the present, I have
been a faithful reader of the “Srar.’ My husband and 1 value it, especially,
since we came to Bangalore to live, as it helps to keep us in touch
with Jaffna and the Jaffna friends who are so dear to us.

In the second century, [ hope that the “Morning Star” will con-
tinue to give us Jaffna news. But may we also hope that it will lead the
minds of Jaffna people, more than ever before, to the larger issues which
confront the Christian ~ Church and all men of goodwill in Ceylon and
India. A resume of foreign and Indian news is good; but it is not
enough. Comments on cultural changes from time to time which are taking
place so quietly in India and Ceylon that we hardly know they have
come ; politics from a wide point of view, the challenge to the Christian
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Church, which comes from such situations as the growing emphasis on
Nationalism, or the gtowing (I fear) breach between rich and poor,
educated and uneducated ; problems of Education and new theories of
education ~may all these gestures be discussed simply and clearly in the
v Morning Ster” that it may be indeed a star to point the way to better
living. This is our wish for the “Muning Star” as it enters its second
century,
MINNIE HASTINGS HARRISON

Dear Proprietor,

N reaching its “‘Cenfenary’ your Paper has gained the hall-mark

O of stability. [t has maintained its “true fixed and vesting quality”

among the literary sparks of light in the journalistic firmament.

It owes its freedom of thought and expression to the New World of Demo-

cracy — rendered fearless of cant and criticism, by the high standard of
religious conviction.

Nursed m the cradle of the Victorian era, tempered in the turnace
of sicial and political revolutions, it has grown into stout manhood and
now looks forward with confidence to the advent of a newer and better
world.

I congratulate you on your great devotion and unstinted zeal in
keeping the torch burning after your late father and other pious sponsors
of the ‘Morning Star',

I wish the Paper God-speed as it enters another century of enligh-

tenment.
1

Lo ! a brighter day, is breaking, !
See the gleaming from afar
Democrats jrom slumber waking
Hail the radiant “Morning Star’.

2
Lamp of Yore of light and leading,
Guide to all, from mear or far.
Lit with news and views worth reading
Hail the sapient “Morning Star.”

3
A Century's cycle over,
See it rise in stately guise
Sons of those who've seen ils splendous,
Hail the Sage “Ancestral — Star”

| SaM. D. TAMPOE
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THE running of the ‘Morning Swr’ for a little over a quarter of a
century as a self-supporting organ without any help from the Ameérican
Board is a remarkable devolutionary successof the late Mr. J. P.
Cocke and his son Mr. C. H Cooke j. p.. of which the American Board and
the American Ceylon Mission ought to be proud of. Many papers in Ceylon and
India had their births and untimely deaths, but it is a matter for congiatu-
lation that the ‘Morning Star’ has lived a hundred vears, and signs are
not wanting that it will live for many centuries to come. It is a source
of gratification that both father and son were able to finance and edit
this Paper these long years through many vicissitudes and hard-
ships, No true son of Jaffna can be without the Jatfna ‘Morning
Star,” for it supplies him all he need know about his people in
all walks of life. During my long stay in Bombay, for a little over half
a century, it was the dear Jaffna ‘Morning Star’ that kept me in
close touch with my country and my people. Many others, like myselt will
bear testimony to this fact.
: May our people take real interest in the Siar and see its growth and
usefulness enhanced with the national pride that the Paper is ours editors
our learned men, managers our well-to do men, and proprietors our cwa coun-
frymen rich and poor.

May God bless the ‘Morning Star and use il for His Glory, and
welfave of - ewr feople and  above all,  for the extension of His Kingdom.

T. BUELL

T is indeed a great pleasure to me to learn that ‘‘The Morning

Star” is on the eve of celebrating its centenary. This will be an occa-
; sion when all Jaffna will, with a certain amount of pardonable pride, join
in the celebrations without any feeling of caste or creed, and count upon
yet another institution which has done a hundred years of useful service
in this part of the Island. The life of a journal is full of difficulties. It
h.a:cs not only to stand the strain of financial difficulties, but has compe-
_t1t10}'1 with journals of more recent and more modern methods of dissem-
inating news, In its very essence, though the avowed policy of every
?Wmal 1S to give out news fearlessly and to criticise matters of public
fmportance impartially and to instruct the masses generally on proper lines,
—n short, champion the rights of man — it involves incurring the
t:‘ilspleasure lof different sections of the general public. Many are the
journals which have appeared at various times with ambitious programmes
Pnly t-o succumb after some years of strain and struggle. But the
Morning Star, 1 am happy, yet shines. Fhe standard of civilisation of &

country 15 tested by the number of safeguards for the defence of its liser-
ties and rights and the entire community of Ceylon will feel intensely
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grateful to the ‘Morning Star’ for the services rendered unto them in this
direction in the last hundred years, though in a modest and undemons-
trative manner.
———— R. R. NALLIAH
THE “Moyning Star” is the pioneer journal of Jaffna and had
a wide circulation both in Jaffna and Malaya. But, I am
afraid, like all old institutions, the ‘Ster’ also has had to
give way before more modernised competition from newer enterprises.
It is therefore all the more creditable that the ‘Sfar’ has successfully
withstood the vicissitudes of its journalistic career and is still able
to function actively in our midst.

As a subscriber to the ‘Star’ for about forty years, it gives me
very great pleasure indeed to offer my congratulations to the Managing
Proprietor on the occcasion of the Centenary of the Paper.

I wish the ‘Mornmg Star’ all success in the future and many
returns of the day,

MUDALIYAR V. PONNAMPALAM

thirty-two years ago, it gives me immense joy to convey my great
appreciation of the manifold services it has rendered to the people
of Jaffna.

In my boyhood, the ‘Morning Star' was a household word in Jaffna.
Young and old used to read the paper with great avidity. It contributed
Jargely to the social and political development of Jaffna, and advocated
many a noble cause for the upliftment of Jaffna. It brought enlightenment
to many a home by its learned discourses on the great problems that
concerned  mankind. Though essentially Christian in its outlook:
the paper promoted social harmony among all the people of
Jatfna. It is most befitting that the oldest newspaper in Jaffna should
be run by a member of a family which has occupied a large place in
the educational sphere of Jaffna for more then three quarters of a century.
M. C. H. Cooke, though 80 years old, has an alert and youthful mind,
wonderful memory, breadth of vision and great capacity for work and
service qualities, all of which are reflected in the paper. The ‘Cooke’
family which has many ramifications in the country is greatly endowed
with genius, resourcefulness and capacity for work and I have no doubt
that its members will emulate the great example of the distinguished
member and present editor and see to its continuance and usefulness to
the country.

The ‘Morning Star’ can be legitimately proud of its unbroken
record of achievements during the past one hundred years and I wish it
still greater success in the [uture,

L K., KANAGARATNAM

HAVING been a subscriber to the ‘Morning Star’ since 1 left Jaffna College
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am very glad I have been asked to write a few wordg for
Ithe Centenary Memorial Edition of a journal which I have had the
g ood fortune to read regularly for more than_tour decades, In the
days of my childhood, “7he Star” was something of an institution
in many a home in Jaffna. Those were the days when it wag a
real means of popular education, and people everywhere in Jaffug
eagerly awaited its appearance. The 'bilmgu.al nature of its contents
and the clean and healthy reading it provided made it possible for
almost everyone to read and appreciate it.

Though a denominational paper, “The Star” has always interested
itself in affairs pertaining to the general welfare of the people of
Jaffna, as a whole. and its views on public questions have been
characterised by dignity, moderation, and* sanity. Indeed, it 1S no
exaggeration to say that it has all along served a very useful purpose
in the life of our community as a whole.

This worthy journal has scored a century and is still in good
form. I think it is a record of which any community may be justly
proud.

M. SABARATNASINGHE

The Paper & Stationery Trading Co., Jaffna.

Jmperters & Whale = Bale & Retail Paper Merchants,

Agents ;
The Ganges Printing Ink Factory Ltd., Calcutta.

Manufacturing Stationers &
Dealers in Sports goods

TIRY US ONCE & YOU WILL
BE CONVINCED
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——x (reetings from 3

# Contemporaries #—

“The Ceylon Observer”, now in its
One Hundred and Eighth year, cordi-
ally greets “The Morning Star™ on its
appearance inthe constellation of news-
paper centenarians. The oldest journal
in Ceylon wishes the oldest journal in
Jaffna a second century of useful ser-
vice to the community and renewed
prosperity in the vears to conie.

—

HAT a weekly paper catering chiefly for a small community has
lived through one hundred years is indeed a great feat and we
must felicitate our centenarian contemporary on this its proud record.
The proprietors of the paper had to contend with enormous difficulties
but their courage and resolve had never failed them during the long
course of years. Referring to this event another local paper says, that
“the chief difficulty in Jaffna is not the editing and printing but the
irksome and discouraging task of realising the subscriptions from their

patrons”.

41



MORNING STAR

Tt is in spite of such difficulties and discouragements the “Morning
Star” has succeeded in weathering through a century of service and we wish

it longer life and better days. Editor

RAMANATHAN

Dear Sir, .
REETINGS and hearty congratulations on * The Mornizg Star”
G reaching its hundredth year of publication. It is a splen-
did achievement and may your light shine for many

ears fto come. : o
¥ Yours faithfully,

HUBERT A. J. HULUGALLE,
Editor “Ceylon Daily News."

attained the most envious ripe age of one hundred vyears in the
field of CHRISTIAN journalism. The Banner of our Lord has been
kept aloft by the Morning Siar these hundred years unsullied,
and spotless. Many must have been its inevitable triale and hardships

but the Lord has steered the course and sustained it for the Glory
of His Name.

The Morning Star is perhaps the only  Anglo - vernacular
Weekly published by the lay - public of Ceylon, catering for the re-
ligious, social and economic uplift of the Christians of the Island.
It is said .that every Jaffna Christian, wherever he mzy be, gives
his unstinted support to this Weekly. In fact the Star is said to be
a weekly missive (News Letter) which sustains the life of the community
intact: To many a family the Morning Star must be a real guid-
ing star and a reflection of the Star of Bethlehem.

_The Chris_tian public of Ceylon should be congratulated on
keeplng up this paper for nearly a century. The Star’s present
Managmg Proprietor, Mr. Chelliah H. Cooke Ji P, deserves all praise -
for his able management in these anxious days.

That the Star should shine as bright
blessing to every one of its
of the infant,

IT is a rare privilege to congratulate a contemporary which has

as ever and be a real
readers is the sincere wishes and prayer

THE EDITOR,

Dasarpuram, Indian Christian Patriot.

Tinnanur R. S.
S. India,
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Deat Mr. Cooke,

s I look at “The Morning Star” today, it reminds [me first

A of the great venture of faith made by the American Ceylon Mission

about 1870. They said then that devolution would work, that the people

of Jaffna were quite competent to manage a newspaper and preserve

its high Christian tone. And they were right. Though cut off from

Mission management and support, “The Morning Star” has succeeded

in living through all these years, in spite ol wars and depressions.

Though deprived of missionary editors, it has maintained a high

standard of Christian journalism. The history of “The Morning Star”
leads us to go forward in devolution with greater confidence.

What “The Mornin2 Star” is can be seen by comparing it with
its Indian contemporary, “Dyanodaya,” which is also finishing its
100th volume this year. That is the organ of six missionary societies
working in the vast territory of the Marathi language. A recent issue
of “Dyanodaya” contained about 600 lines of English and 700 of
Marathi. The same week, “The Moining Star” contained 750 lines
of English and 720 of Tamil. Yet, the circulation of “The Morning
Stap” is confined to a small area and to three small church-groups.

I did not fully understand the value of “The Morning Star”’
until T came to the Madura Church Council, where there is no weekly
paper. Only rarely do happenings in our churches obtain a few lines
in the Madras papers. Our monthlies contain a little news, but it is
somewhat stale before it reaches wus. The result is that Christian
leaders are often deplorably ignorant of events and conditions except
of places which they can visit. Besides news of the churches and
their members, “7The Morning Star” provides food for Christian pub-
lic on opinion, current national and international affairs, It is therefore
an epistle, in the New Testament sense. May it long continue to
give “What the Spirit saith to the Churches.”

Cordially Yours,
E. G. NICHOLS,
Editor ‘United Church Heyald.'

gsT wishes for  The Morning Star; which has been my chief
B informant about Christ and his Kingdom in Ceylon for a quarter of
a century. Warmest thanks for all the inspiration I have derived
from The Morning Star; may its gsecond hundred vears be even
more influential than the first hundred.
J. F. EDWARDS,
Editor, ‘Dyanodaya.’
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Dear _Editor,

;am’only a babe in spiritual life. However, I congratulate the Morning

I Star in its magnificent indigenous Christian publicity unparalleled in the
history of Christian journalism in India. May the journal long continue

to witness for the Lord and cheer up those who have taken their stand for

Jesus.

With all good wishes,
I remain,
Yours in His glad service,

Y. SAMUEL,
Editor, “The Good Samaritan’’

a Souvenir of that happy event. The Souvenir must indeed be a

very interesting production, as it will reflect the records of a
hundred years. On such a welcome occasion “The Catholic Guardian” with
much pleasure sends to its esteemed contemporary a message of hearty
goodwill and of sincere felicitation on its successful past, coupled with an
earnest desire that it may continue its service to the country for
another century and more. “The Morning Star” has the undisputed dis-
tinction of being the oldest Newspaper 'in the North. At its inception
Jaffna was cut off from the rest of the Island for want of facilities of
communications and our contemporary was the sole purveyor of news
and the exponent of current questions, wielding thus considerable in-
fluence. Many a paper which appeared later gave up the struggle after a
time, but the “Morning Star” in spite of serious difficulties at different
periods of its long career valiantly kept on, and has now rounded off
a century with public commendation. This is, no doubt, a rare journal-
istic feat, and the present proprietor who is largely responsible for it,
deserves great credit for his indomitable courage. In the difficult times
ahead people confronted with perplexing problems, political and social

THE “Morning Star” having compieted its Centenary is bringing out

and with the weakening of moral values will look for a safe guide
and we are confident that the “Morning Star” trye to its name will
prove to be such and so fulfill the high purpose .for which it was
founded.

Floveat,

The Editor,
Catholic, Guardian Jaffna,
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An Astral Century

(By the Late Rev. Dr. T.Isaac Tambyah)

the day when the first number of “7The Morning Star’” was publish-
ed? Does Adigar Naganather remember or does Mr. James Hens.
man ? [ wonder.

My earliest recollections of the Siar belong to the times of its Ta-
mil editor, Mr. J. R. Arnold —the poet and author of A Galaxy of Tamil
Poets, The Star was the norm of journalism then, for people spoke of 2
Colombo daily as The Colombo Morning Siar ! | was then a student at Chundicully
Seminary in the days of Mr. Jeremiah Evarts and spent pleasant literary
hours with Mr. J. R. Arnold, reading the Sfar and Dr. Murdock's Progress
during the week-ends. It was most refreshing to hear the old gentleman
talk on all sorts of subjects. MHe had a fund of humour. Hearing him
and reading the Sfar, 1 began to cherish an ambition to contribute to the
Star.
I realised my ambition in the days of the Rev. J. H. Dickson, B, sc.,
a fearless editor. My article was on Sir Hugh Clifford’s “Tourings of a
e — . Sabbathless Car” in the Town and suburbs of
; '- Jaffna. Mr. Dickson published it in full and it
caused some scusation at the Old Park and timid
clerks at the Kachcheri were expecting to hear
every day the hanging of Padre Dickson and
Advocate  Tambyah. Mr. Dickson  survived
those fears by a great length of time—he
died only in September 1937—and I have not
yet been sent to the gallows !

In 1937, Mr. C. H. Cocke invited me to the
editorial chair of the Stwr. With considerabie
diffidence I assumed duties, and began to scrape off the hard
crust of conservatism which had grown, by long years ot use and wont,
over the mentality of the reading public of the North. It was a tough job.
The first thing 1 did was to demobilise the legion of anonymous and pseudony-
mous  heroes—Well- wisher, on-looker, justice, fearless, citizen, disgusted
reader, etc,—by a rule that all communications should be over the writers’
real names. This reduced the output of rubbish to a minimum. A more
drastic reform was the declaration of editorial finality. The promulgation of
it meant that the editor’s decision was final, and above question by any cor-
respondent however exalted. There was a great hue and cry against what
were deemed autocratic innovations, The next and perhaps the most im-
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portant change I effected was the right of the Star to ciaim to speak freely
on politics. Christian citizenship, I decided, should be espoused by the senior
Christian Paper of Ceylon. This involved frank and outspoken criticism of
men and matters and caused trouble. Public men, who may be described as
carbuncular folks walking about covered with blankets round them and
who felt hurt when somebody knocked against them,: b2gan to squeal and
scream. A few thin-skinned and touchy people, who had never played
cricket in their lives, got together and passed a resolution that The Morning
Star had degenerated and was unworthy of their august support. From
Bandarawela I retorted justly, but being unwilling to involve the gentle and
mild Mr. C. H. Cooke in a situation in which he was bound to suffer petty an-
noyances so characteristic of small men and women, [ gave up the editorship.

I wish 7he Morning Star length of days with a new and visible out-
look on life as a stalwart and fearless champion of Right and Righteousness
and the highest Christian ideals.

{Dr. Tambyah wrote this message in November 1940. His deeply lamented
death took place three months later on 20-2 41. Editor.)

R PER ©
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©
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Reminiscences of a Former Editor

- “Ded— + - —

pose of relieving the tedium of the serious matter contained in
this number. If the reader wishes to have something more
solid, let him skip it

My first connection with the Sfer was as a reader. To my boyish
mind the Ster was the last word in journalism. Indeed, having been
: the first newspaper published in Ceylon
in the Tamil language, Tharaka: (shor-
tened form of Ulliayatharakai), became
synonymous with newspaper. Till recently
people spoke of Colombo newspapers
as Colombo Tharakais. Similarly other
pioneer institutions and persons stood for
generalities. For instance, Twynam stood
- for Government Agent. 1 distinctly
remember people asking, when Sir Wil
liam ‘I'wynam was about to retire, who
was going to be “our next Twynam.” I
even heard once a man say that a
new Allakakone had come, meaning that
a new Advocate had joined the Jaffna
Bar. Mr. Allakakone, I may say in ex-
planation, was then the most prominent
member of the Bar, and loomed large
in the imagination of the people.

THIS article is rather personal and gossipy, and will serve the pur-

Reading matter was very scarce
in those days, and the only pabulum to be had by common Christians
were the Tamil Bible, Tamil Pilgrim's Progress, and Thesopakari,
a Tamil magazine published in India. So the Siay was a godsend to al}.
The Tamil columns were written by Mr. J. R. Arnold with great wit
and humour, and were a perpetual source of delight to me. As to
the English columns, 1 could only piece out certain items of news,
while articles were beyond my comprehension. [ would look with eager
anticipation the publication of the Star every other Thursday.

Missionaries then edited the English columns of the Sfer. 1 remem-
ber that Dr. Hastings and Mr. Smith edited it for some time, I began
4 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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enjoying the Star fully when I joined Jaffna College, and when Dr. How.
land, the Principal of the College, edited it. One thing stands out pro.
minently in my mind. A Matara correspondent used to ply the learned
Editor with all kinds of questions under the sun in every issue, and Dr.
Howland answered them all satisfactorily. Sun spots was a bee in his
bonnet, and he used to be chaffed about it. I do not remember who
edited the Sfar immediately after Dr. Howland retired.

The next thing I remember about the editorship is that of Rev. 0
H. Dickson, B.sc., an expert in printing, came from Americaas a mission-
ary and bought the struggling printing press at Manipay. Mr. Dick-
son was a dynamic personality, and things began to hum. The dead-and-
alive Star throbbed with life, and people began to sit up and take notice.
He hated all humbugs in high places, ard exposed them relentlessly. Some
of his fellow missionaries thought that he was too aggressive. The Sta”
jumped into great prominence, and Colombo journals quoted constantly its
articles. I may refer to one or two incidents by way of illustrating the
boldness of Mr. Dickson. A Government Agent had made a statement
which Mr. Dickson thought was a deliberate falsehood, and he did not hes-
itate to characterise this terminological inexactitude by that terrible word
of three letters. There was a great commotion, but Mr. Dickson stood as firm
as a rock. Another incident is indelibly imprinted in my mind
as I had something to do with it. Mr. Dickson denounced one of the foremost
men of the day (he was not living in Ceylon) for some lapse. There was a
veritable hornet’s nest about his ears, and the friends of the man vowed
vengeance against him. He was threatened with prosecution unless he
proved his allegation. Somehow or other, Mr. Dickson mislaid the do-
cument necessary. He searched for it high and low, and combed ali the
newspaper offices in Ceylon and India, but with no success. The fury of
the man’s friends now knew no bounds. At last on an April when he
was at Kodaikanal he unearthed the thing in the Bombay Guardian
office. He hastened to send the extract to the press over my h=ad, who
was then acting Editor. I refused to publish it but the printer insisted
on inserting it. But when I pointed out to him that he too wouldb e
liable if any lawsuit ensued, he consented, but with misgivings that he might
be blamed by his boss. As to the challenge made by the man’s
friends 1 resorted to a shrewd device, I inserted a note to the effect
that those who wanted the authority for Mr. Dickson’s allegation might
apply to the Star office enclosing a stamp. But not a single application
was received! Why 1 took that stand was that rehashing unsavoury
details was not consistent with the dignity of a Christian Journal, and,
what is more, I did not think it wise to embitter the feelings of people
once more. 1 was agreeably surprised that Mr, Dickson instead of resent:
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ing my action was tremendously pleased with my wise and diplomatic
solution and wrote effusively thanking me.

I may be pardoned if I say a word about how I came to be asso-
ciated with the editorial work of the Star. In 1910, he arranged with me
to look after other matter for the Siar, while he wrote the editorials from
Kodaikanal whenever he went there on a holiday. I, however, wrote 2
second editorial in the first number, which pleased him so much that he
thereafter made me absolutely the Acting Editor. At other times he re.
cognised me as an Associate Editor. I may say here that this was the
first time that I was given the opportunity to play first tiddle in anything. Then
I realised what it is to work out one’s ideals and develop one’s powers of
initiative. In 1918 I was appointed sole Editor by the Mission and continued
till 1:31 when I resigned because I had to perform the arduous duties
of Principal of Jaffna College.

To succeed Mr. Dickson as Editor was no easy matter, especially
as our temperaments were so different. He was a born fighter who never
minced his words, and whose hits were straight from the shoulder, while
I was cautious and never wanted to hurt anybody’s feelings. Mr.  Dickson
would tell me to cut out all “it seems” and “probably,” and the like, and
avoid as much as possible the use of the passive voice, as the genius of
the English language is to express things directly in the active voice. But
I would argue that the Englishman excelled in understatements,
which made his pronouncements weighty. A journalist has to be an ad-
vocate, as it is only then that people would sit up and take notice. Gen-
erally they have no use for one who looks at both sides of a question
and sums up like a judge. I must confess that I have ever heen poor in
the matter of advocacy. Whenever I see the other side of a question, I
get cold feet, and the warmth of my advocacy is lessened. This will
never do in modern journalism. An Editor has to turn, like an advocate
at the Bar, a blind eye to the other side of a question and state his
opinion without hemming and hawing. Judicial journalism in which the
pros and cons are carefully weighed and a right balance is struck will
never pay. Such judicial journalism is very rare. A conspicuous example
18 The London Spectator. But then I could not change, my temperament
had another weakness (or is it strength ?). As my late esteemed friend,
I T. putit once I was not “whippable.” 1 could only “lash the vice and
spare the name.” But once I became “whippable.” T wrote an editori I
condemning the Government for subsidising a rich Hindu institution,
whereas many other Hindu institutions were struggling. But many Hindus
could not believe that I wrote with any solicitude for Hindu schools, but

thought that my game was to set Hindu schools by the ear to fight one
another |
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Once I got into serious trouble. [t was duriag the last World War,
A sea-plane had passed over Jaffna, and according to censorship rules nO
mention should have been made of it. But a notice of it was made in
the Tamil columns. [ was not aware of it. I was responsible for the
Tamil columns also, although I did not edit them. The Censor called upon
me to explain my infringement of the rule. But a good friend inter-
vened, and perhaps the good name of the Mission saved me. I was sev-
erely warned not to repeat such a careless act, Ever afterwards I took
good care to look at the Tamil columns in proof.

An Editor has a fine opportunity to learn human nature. I was
astonished at th2 vanity of some people who would communicate items
praising themselves or their near relations and friends. Sometimes if
some trivial detail relating to somez fuaction was omitted, or some
title was inadvertently dropped, the people concerned would visit my de-
voted head with their wrath. Once an estimable gBntleman threatened me
with prosecution alleging that an editorial I wrote in general terms refer-
red pointedly to him. I did not have any person in view when I wrote
the article, and so [ told him that he was welcome to provein a court of
law that. the cap ftitted him.

But the joy of studving public questions carefully and with a sense
of responsibility, putting my ideals in black and white and moulding pub-
lic opinion in a small way, more than compensated for the little
pin pricks I occasionally received. My joy of being associated with two
of the oldest institutions in Ceylon for a number of years is very great,

and I can attribute it only to my good fortune.
: J. V. CHELLIAH
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Mind and Health

(By Dy. W. S. Ratnavale)

NE of the most beautiful things in this world is a healthy, happy child,
When its wants have been supplied and its environment is favour-

able, it becomes contented and pleased. Practically the same

" Gituation faces the grown-up. When there is satisfaction of one’s needs and

the outlook is favourable, life becomes a blessing.

Unfortunately, however, many persons find life hard and unpleasant.
" (One of the most important causative factors-of this state is poor health, both
- physical and mental,

A man or woman wﬁ‘a suffer any misery or agony if the saving of his
or her life is to be the result. People will swallow any pill, drug or decoc
tion, or undergo operations of any severity in order to save their lives.
‘The struggle for existence and the en-
deavour to protect onecelf from harm may be
caid to be the basic principle of life,

The influence of the mind on the body
was well-known to the ancients.  Solomon
has said :

“As cold waters to a thirsty soul,

is good news from a far country.”

“A merry heart is good medicine, but

a broken spitit drieth up the bones”.
Bodily health is benefited by the mental
influence of cheerfulness, of pieasant com-
pany and of success in lite. In medical
practice the value of the “bedside manner”™
of the physician is well recognized. More
important is the unconscious influence ex-
erted by the physician who gives courage,
cheer and hope. The beneficial influence
of a brlght cheerful and kindly nurse on a patient cannot be over-estimated.

Dr. W. S. Ratnavale

Adverse mental factors, loneliness, failure in economic or social life,
bad news, worry, unhappiness or depression have led to bodily weakness,
susceptibility to infections and disease. A sudden shock may make a person
turn pale; in severe cases, even death may result. In auger, the face be-
comes red, the heart beats faster and blood pressure is increased. Respiration
is accelerated. The muscles are energized for a fight, and there may even
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be muscular tremor. Fear has a pardlyzlm, effect on the activities of the
body. The digestive mechanism is pec uiiarly susceptible to fear, or other
emotional changes. Bad news or any sudden fear or excitement often leads
to loss of appetite. A large number of dyspeptics owe their condition to a
chronic state of fear, often unknown to themselves. Anxiety or worry may
lead to difficulty of breathing, asthma-like paroxysms, or fts which mav be
mistaken for epilepsy. : '

When we are pleased, the face becomes radiant, the heart beats
faster, respiration is deeper and the appetite is increased. There is increased
rapidity of muscular action, or energy of movements. The entire body
shares in the beneficial tonic influence. We feel bright, optimistic and
energetic. When we are displeased, on the other hand, a different and op-
posite set of changes take place.

Not only happy greetings, but the names of houses and of children often
indicate our wishes for luck, safety, comfort and happiness.

The intimate counection that exists between the body and mind
indicates the importance of maintaining bodily health through mental factors,
and mental health through physical agencies. For leading a healthy, happy
life, one's endeavour should be to attend to rules of Hygiene, both physical
and mental.
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Church Missionary Society in Jaffna
(By J. Lewis Subramaniam)

HE Church Missionary Society was founded on Friday the 12th April

T 1799, three years after the surrender of Colombo t) the British Crown :
and Ceylon was one of the first fields to which the C. M. S. sent their
Missionaries. Four men and two ladies arrived at Point de Galle on the 29th
June 1818, having taken 200 days for the journey from England to Ceylon, '

The Rev. Joseph Knight, the first C. M. S. Missionary, arrived in Jaffna
in July 1818 and moved to Nallur in November. As soon as he commenced
| work he met with ditficulties and opposition.
The people thought it necessary to bathe them-
selves and purify their houses after his visits,
and it was usual for the pundit to bathe at
the tank on his way home after giving a
lesson at the Mission House. The first Prin-
ting Press was set up by Mr. Knight, and
thousands of tracts were printed and distri-
buted. In 1820 there were 270 children in the
schools and much visiting was done.

In 1841 the district of Chundikuli was
taken over. The old Portuguese Church of
St. John the Baptist, with its congregation
of ninety had been handed over to the C. M. 5.
by their Pastor, the Rev. Christian David, The
present Church was built in 1862

The first Tamil Clergyman in Jaffna, Rev.

- .t ], Hensman, was ordained Deacon in 1863.
J. Lewis Subramaniam Three other Catechists, Messrs. T. P. Handy,
G. Champion and E. Hoole, were ordained Deacons in1865. When the jubilee
of the Mission was celebrated, there were two European Miss_ionaries. four
Tamil Priests, ten Catechists, 34 school masters, ten school mistresses, ‘one
Biblewoman, one Colporteur, 677 Christians, 19 Boys® schools with 961 puplls,
7 Girls' schools with 397 girls. A Church Council was formed in the follow-
ing year, e

In 1841 the English Seminary was removed from NaIlL_lr to Chundikuli
and in the year 1891, when the jubilee was celebrated, it was given*®the present
name of St. John’s College.

The Girls’ Boarding School was opened in 1842 at Nallur. : y

The Girls’ English High School was opened on the 15th January 1896
at Chundikuli, and it is now known as the Chundikuli Girls® College.
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(a) Rev.George Champion, who was in charge of Kokuvil for 25 years,

built a Church there. His record was one of 58 years of active service for the
aster. ; ~36

S (b) A Mission was commenced in the heart of Wanni at \r’avumya i the
vear 1872 and a Church erected there in 1901 by the Rev. A. Matthias, who
worked there for 30 years. -

(¢) In 1896 a Church was built at Pallai at a cost of R's. 11,000, In
1868 Mr. John Backus, a Catechist, who was afterwards ordained in 1885 had
been sent to the District, his instructions from the Missionaries being “Travel
East and West, North and South, exercise your own discretion prayerfully
and fix upon a centre”. He made Pallai his head quarters, putting up a hut,
twenty feet by twelve, one half of which served as a school room, and the
other half as a bed and dining room. &Sir William Twynam gave a piece of
land, and soon a better school and house were built, Mr., Backus continued
his energetic work till 1903, during which time the church and eleven schools
were opened.

In May 1897, Rev. Hugh Horsley, the uncle of our present Bishop,
took charge of the district work. In 1913 it was decided to withdraw the
European Missionary and to hand over the greater part of the pastoral,
evangelistic and educational work to the various committees of the Tamil
Churches.

One of the outstanding features of the evangelistic efforts of the C, M. S.
parishes in Jaftna was the work started about 80 vears ago in Uduthurai, a
village nine miles from Pallai. Primarily by the efforts of Rev. J. A. R. Nava-
ratnam assisted by the Christians of the place, a church was built there
and dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene i 1933. The congregation is about
30 stzong and it is expected that it will Increase in the course of Vears,

The Jagi’na Clmrch‘ Missionary Association was organised in October
1'.1_333 by _the Church of Ceylon congregations in the Jaffna Peninsula with a
view chleﬂ}! to encourage evangelistic efforts by the members individually
and collectively.

Under the Constitution, the Association undertook : —
(1) Evangelisation and (2) Education.
: Under the head of Education, the Associ
Ceylon Vernacular schools in North Ceylon,
the form of supporting Catechists in this larg
Until the end of 1939 th '

ation manages all the Church of
Its interest in education takes
e area.

o e Association carried on its evangelistic
within Ehe‘area of the four parishes of Nallur, Chilnd(}‘liill]]igt‘%got]l);nggg
Christ Church through the four evangelists attached to the C} : 2l hem-
selves. In other words, g

the Association mer contrik i
. _ _ socia ely contri d
part, towards the salaries of four ey 1 b

_ ' angelists employed by the churches and
working under the direct supervision of the four Prviests-in-charge of the
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churches. But from 1940, in strict compliance with the Constitution, the As-
sociation made a departure in its work by concentrating its etforté and r;-
sources on carrying on evangelistic-work in a place outside the Jaffna
Peninsula. Kilinochi, a place 40 miles distant from Jaffna on the way t
Colombo, both by railway and road, was selected as the most éxzi{ablzr);" 13
because of its agricultural colonies and settlements. The Association rll?) 7
employs its own Evangelist who lives there and works there. e 2

Educational Work

: There are 27 Vernacular schools under the management of the J. C. M. A
Svith a total of 2427 children and 89 teachers. A sum of Rs 932“ha§', bée{;
spent last year over and above the Government maintenance grant to repair
and improve school buildings. This was met by subscriptions to the'Aqh
cociation, We also maintain a student in training for the Teachers’ Cc-‘rtia;i-
cate, but this amount will be recovered from him in due course, .

Important Church Schools in Jatfna

: ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE, JAFFNA :—(Oldest Church of Ceylon School
in the Island) Courses up to London Matriculation. Admission age 8.

PrinCIPAL :—Rev. J. T. Arulanantham, B.Sc. Hons. (Lond.); Vice-
Principal : -Mr, P. C. Gaussen, M. .A (oxon.); Manager:— Rev. D. G. D.
Harpur, M. A,, B. D.

CHUNDIKULI GIRLS' COLLEGFE, JAFFNA :—From Kindergarten to
Senior Cambridge and London Matriculation.

SpECIAL SURJECTS : —Tamil, English, Mathematics, Botany, Hvegiene,
Geography, Housecraft and Latin, Music (Indian and Western). _

PRINCIPAL :—Miss E. M. Thillayampalam, M. A,, M. Sc,, Ph. D.

C. M. S. Vernacular Boarding School and Industrial Class, Kopay,
Jaffna :—Principal :—Miss 5. C. Doubleday.

General
The present Bishop of Colombo is the Right Reverend Cecil Douglas
Horsley, M. A.
The Archdeacon of Jaffna is the Venerable John Abraham Richard

Navaratnam, the first National appc inted to this post.
The first Rural Dean of Jaffna is Canon Samuel S. Somasundram.
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The Methodist Chutch in North Ceylon

(By The Rev. James S. Mather, Chairman North Ceylon District)

Ceylon in 1814, that is two years after the Baptist Mission came to

Ceylon and two years before the American Ceylon Mission. The first
batch of Methodist Missionarics, under the leadership of Dr. Thomas Coke
sailed from England in December 18i3
They had a long and tedinus vovage
round the Cape. When the Methodist
Conference hesitated to start work in
the East. Dr. Coke offered £ 6000 of his
own money to secure their consent to
the new project, because the great lands
of the FEast came into his missionary
vision. But in the mysterious providence
of God, Dr. Coke died on board the
ship a tew days before the ship reach-
ed Ceylon and was buried in the sea.
Mrs. Ault, wife of the Rev. W. Auit, also
died and was buried in the sea. So
the missionary party, lessened by two,
landed 1in Galle on the 29th June, 1814

The first places to be occupied were
Galle, Colombo, Jaffna and Batticaloa.
In Colombo, a Printing Press was set up

- from which, within three years, a Sinha-
Rev. James 5. Mather lese New Testament was issued. Rev
Ault who started work in Batticaloa died in 1815, about a year after
his wife had died at sea. Squance came to Jaffna and from here work
was started in Madras, Bangalore and Negapatam.

The work of the Methodist Church in Ceylon is divided into two
Districts, the North Ceylon District, and the South Ceylon District, which
have their own Synods. Representatives of the two Synods meet annualy
in what is known as the Ceylon Provincial Synod which reviews the
work of the District Synods, The total Methodist Community in Ceylon
is today over 22,000, and is I think the largest Protestant denomination
in the Island. 1 shall deal here particularly with the North Ceylon Dis-
trict.

The N. C. D. comprises an area of 6300 sq. miles, with a popula-
tion of 500,000. It includes Jaffna, Pt. Pedro, Mannar, Trincomalee, Batti-
caloa, Kalmunai and Tirukovil areas, In several parts of our District, the
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Me'.tht'::uclist Church s practically the only Christian hody doing any evan-
gelistic work at all. In some parts not even the Roman Catholics have as
yet commenced any work.

The wl}ole District is divided into 14 circuits with a Superintend-
ent-I\'_/lmls.teg* in charge of each circuit. Of these Superintendents, eight are
Tamil Ministers and the rest are Missionaries,

The entire cost of the work, Evangelistic, Pastoral, Educational, Medical
Training, etc., is akout Rs. 650,000, Of this Rs. 115,550 comes from England.
Rs. 512450 comes from the State as Grant-in-aid for the Educational
work we do. The rest is raised locally; within the last 25 years local
contributions towards the support of the work have increased three hun-
dred per cent. But still we depend very much on moneys that come from
overseas and therefore as a result of the war in Europe the work of our
Church is threatened with retrenchment. But the District is determined to
do its utmost and not to curtail the work anywhere ; with this object,
at the last District Synod held in January 1941, we started a Fund known
as the N. C. D. No-Retrenchment Fund.

The story cf the Methodist Mission is a story of the triumphant
Christian Faith which ignores physical disabilities and other difficulties,
and sets to work, trusting in God, with a burning zeal to spread the
Gospel far and wide. Dr. Coke was an old man past sixty when he set
out to unknown Ceylon. Mr. Squance was a consumptive with one lung
only, but they sailed from England, trusting God and with belief in the
Gospel, because of the call that came to them from above, which made
them to say as St. Paul did, “Woz2 unto me if I preach not the Gospel.”
The whole story of the work of the Methodist Church in Ceylon all these
127 years is that of this Christian Faith which made men and women to
ignore handicaps and ditficulties, and push forward with the banner of«
the Cross, trusting in God. Today the clouds are low and gloomy but we
are determined to go forward, and our contidence is that of those who
went before us, in God and God alone,
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A Short History of the Jaffna Council of the
o e A G :

(By Rev. S Kulandran, President of the . C.; 8. . U C%

HE American Ceylon Mission was founded in October 1816 at
Tellipallai. Thenceforward the work began to spread out to
various centres, For some years, however, the Christians in all these

stations were considered to be members of one Church—the American

Mission Church.

In 1831 this Church was split up into five different ones, according to
the respective stations viz, Tellippalai, Batti-
cotta, Uduvil, Pandatheruppu and Manipay.
While the Mission certainly supervised the
diverse activities of the different centres, the
need for an ecclesiastical body to exercise
oversight over ‘the Churches was cbvious. So

“Consociation” was constituted along with
the recognition of the five churches.

A document drawn up Ly the Missionaries
Benjamin Meigs, Daniel Poor, Miron Winslow
Levi Spaulding, Henry Woodward and John
Scudder sets forth the Constitution of this bedy.
Its aim was to decide appeals from and “to
regulate the general concerns of the consocia-
ted Churches”. It was to meet “once a year
in July to elect a Moderator and Clerk, to hear
reports and inquire into the state of the respec:
tive Churches and transact other necessary
. ] business.”” The members were (0 be the

Rev. S, Kulandran Pastors (who were Missionaries) and Deacons
duly ordained by the laying on of hands. The name of this body
was in 1838 changed into that of the Presbytery. )

The Deputation from the American Board which came in 1855 asked
for the immediate admission of available local talent into the ordained ministry
and the initiation of a policy of increasingly lmmmq local candidates to
take up full charge of Churches. Accordingly four local Christians WEIE
ordained between 1855 and 1866.

L3

In 1866 the Mission celebrated its Golden Jubilee. The event produ-ced

much enthusiasm and with it a feeling that the time was ripe for local Chris-
tians to take a greater share in the responsibilitics of Christian work, One
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r¢5ttlt 9-!’ this f{:uling was the formation of the new Ecclesiastical Association
on a W‘ldel.' basis than that of the old Presbytery. The Constitution of the
Eeclesiastical Association was adopted by the Churches in December 1866,

The Ecclesiastical Association functioned from 1867 to 1903. The
membership consisted of Missionaries, Pastors, Preachers and Delegates of
(.'hurC_llﬁ‘f‘i- The Churches were self couatained and autonomous, The
Ass_omatluu really existed for promoting fellowship and securing consultation
in matters of common interest. It heard reports from Churches, issued license
to Preachers and arranged for and held the service of ordination in case of
suitable candidates, It wielded no executive power and was possessed of
scarcely any vitality or effectiveness. It must not however be imagined that
there was any drift or lack of co-ordination in the Churches, The real co-
ordinating agency and driving force behind the Churches was the Mission.

In 1901 a Deputation consisting of Dr. J. L. Barton {Foreign Secy.,
Rev. J. F. Lobba, and Mr. Wittemore arrived from the American Board. They
were present at the meeting of the Ecclesiastical Association and made speech-
€s. Rev. J. F. Lobba spoke on the advantages of Council government as
against the independency of local Congregations. He pointed out that that was
the variety of Congregationalism that prevailed in the United States. To
promote mutual help®and sympathy among Churches, to fight the common
ensmy, to propagate the gospzl and secure co-ordination, order, and holi-
ness, he urged that Council government was the better method of ad-
ministration,

At the Semi-Anpual meeting of the Ecclesiastical Association in 1903,
Rev. G. G. Brown informed members that he had drawn up a new Constitufion
whereby our Congregational Churches could work with greater effectiveness.
At a meeting of the Association in December 1903, Mr, J. P. Cooke proposed
and Dr. K. Curtis seconded that with minor changes the Association could
start on the process of initiating the new Constitution.

At a special meeting held on 20th May 1904 at Tellipallai, the new
Constitution was adopted and “T'he Council of Congregational Churches in
Ceylon” duly constituted. Rev. S. Veerakathy was elected its first President,
Mr. J. Appachipillai Vice-President, Rev. C. D. Velupillai Secretary, and Rev. G.
G. Brown Treasurer. Churches were left free to accept the new Constitution and
come into the Council, or stand out. At the Annual meeting held on 9th
January 1905 at Uduvil, Missionaries, Pastors, Preachers, and Delegates of-
17 Churches subscribed their names to the new Constitution. The document
was signed on the occasion by 31 members. The Cuns'gitul‘ion t_hen ac-
cepted, amended in some respects from time to time, is still materially our
Constitution. Araly was constituted as a separate Church under the Qouqcﬂ
in 1907, Sandilipay in 1908, and Usan in 1912, Navaly accepted the _Constttutlon
in January 1913. The Constitution of our Churches was drawn up in 1909 and
with minor modifications is still in force.

61

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



MORNING STAR

In May 1905 a report was issued setting forth a draft Constitution to
serve as a basis of Union between the branch of the London Missionary Society
working in Travancore and the American Madura Mission. The Report as
found in our Records is signed by J. S. Chandler as Secretary of the Joint
Committee of the two Missions. At the Semi-Annual Meeting of our Council
held on 10th August of the same year, on the motion of Mr. Brown seconded
by Rev. Wm. Joseph, the Council decided to join the Scheme, This was
the beginning of the South India United Church. In 1907 the first meeting
of the General Assembly was held in Travancore, and our delegates Key,
Wm. Joseph and Mr. L. S. Ponniah were instructed to support the request
of the Presbyterians for admission into the Scheme. It may therefore he
seen that we werein the S. I. U, C. right from the beginning, (See also
History of the American Mission by Rev. C. D. Velupillai p. 206;. At the
Meeting of the Council in 1910, Mr. Brown gave an account of the meeting
of the General Assembly he had attended some time previously and proposed
that the name of the Council should be changed into “The Jaffna Council
of the South India United Church” in accordance with its new status. The
proposal was adopted.

In 1916 the American Mission celebrated the first centenary of its
work, Celebrations went on for four days at Vaddukoddai. By means of
speeches and pageants the past lived once again before the minds of the
large gatherings that attended. The occasion was also used for taking stock
of the present and above all for assessing the responsibilities and oppor-
tunities of the future and resolving to forge fearlessly ahead.

A detailed history of the years that follow is scarcely necessary. It is,
however, important to note certain general trends which recent times have
witnessed. A few of the salient ones are therefore given below:

(1) Development of local leadership.

(2) Attainment of self-support by the Council.

(3) Increased authority and power of the Council. This has been
attained not by any single stroke, but by a gradual process and
generally in response to growing needs and changing conditions.

(4) The lagging of Evangelism as a result of the burden thrust on
Council and Churches, when outside money and personnel were

_ withdrawn from Church work.

(5) The great revival in non-Christian religions throughout the country.

(6) Beautification of interiors of Churches and a tendency to inore set
forms of worship, than formerly.

(7) An interest in the cause of Church Union and tle negotiations
that have been taking place in connexion with it,

(8) The gradual transfer of institutional authority in the Mission into
the hands of local Christians.
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(9) A recent and (we hope) growing revival of interest in evangelism.

(10) Attempts at co-ordinating the three agencies working in the
American Mission Field, viz. the Mission, the Council and Jaffna
College. The method last adopted has been one of interlocking
them to a certain degree by a process of mutual representation,

A review of the growth and activities
of the Council, cannot be complete without
a tribute to the memory ot those who, un-
der God, have built up the Council. Among
all these the late Rev. G. G. Brown stands
first as deserving of gratitude. Among others
who have gone Rev. S. Veerzkathy, Dr. T.
B. Scott, Rev. S. Eliathamby, Messrs. T. P.
Hudson, Allen Abraham and Rey. J. K.
Sinnathamby all di1 notable service in their
days and are worthy of gratefu! remembr-
ance. Among the huilders of the Council,
bowever, a no mean place must be assigned
to one who is still with us*, who served the
Council as Secretary and then as President
for many years and is now its Executive Of-
ficer, viz. the Rev. R.C. P. Welch. The en-
hancement of the influence of the Council and

Rev. R. C. P. Welch the growth of the now almost unquestione_d
co-ordination in administration and the development of a corporate consci:
ousness in our Churches are in a large measure due to him. We thank God
for all these men and what they have done. We look_forward to the
future in the sure knowledge that God will always raise up labourers
in his vineyard, »

=

% Mr. Welcl: passed away on Jan. 31st, 1942
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The cAmerican Mission Press

The First FPress

N the early years of the Mission, the Missionaries found that
Ihooks were the crying need of the day and the American picneers
had either to write out the alphabets
and the religious and secular lessons on
pager or to resort to stile -worked ola
scripts. Meanwhile representations were
made to the A. B. C. F. M. for a print-
ing press, and accordingly on the 10th of
August 1821 Mr. G. Garret arrived with a
hand press and types. The colonial Gov-
ernor, Sir Edward Barnes, vainly suspicious
of political propaganda, peremptorily ordered
him to leave the Island within six weeks.
Mr. Garret went away to Amadnagar, while
the press was given over to the Church
Mission.

The Rev. Joseph Knight established the
first printing press at Nallur, “@psfayf”
(The Way to Paradise) was the first work
of importance to be printed there. The press -
continued at Nailur till 1834, whan, at the Mr. A, A. Ward
instance of Governor Sir Robert Horton the restrictions being removed, it was
transferred back to the American Mission and set up at Manipay—'. This
was glad news to the American Board and they sent Mr. and Mrs.
Eastmat} Strong er}c»r to take up the printing establishment. The work
_done_.t with 4 compositors at the start rapidly increased and in the short
space of six years not fewer than 8] workmen were employed and
three hand presses were added. Mr. Thomas S. Burnile succeeded him.

The Control

The Press was under the Mission from 1834 (ill August 1855. In
1841 I‘he. Morning Star was started by the Mission and was printed in
t-he- MISSIP“ Press. Along with this, Temperance tracts and other
Christian ll.tera-mre were printed. In 1855 an American Deputation Pisited Jaffna
and on their recommendation the Press was transferred to Tamil control, The
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Press was purchased by Messrs, Strong and Ripley. Later Mr. Ripley sold his
share to Mr. Strong and for over 20 years the Press indicated a loss to
the owners. Again Mr. Strong donated a portion of his share to Mr. R. O. D.
Asbury and thereafter the firm was called “Strong and Asbury,” and
they carried it on for 47 years. _

A Governor's Benevolence

By this time the Tellippalai Training School had become popular
and the Silver Jubilee was celebrated in 1834 when Sir Arthur Hamilton
Gordon declared open the “Sanders Hall.”
The Governor highly commended the
handwork and ciafts of the students
and offered a liberal scholarship to any
student-teacher who would like to be train-
ed in industrial work in America. Mr.
C. K. Yesulhason was selected, and left
for America the following- year in the
company of Rev. Thomas Smith. He enter-
ed the Worcester Industrial School to
receive a three years' stoking.

After the training Mr, Yesuthason
and Rev. Smith conducted a series of
Tamil concerts and “Katha Prasangams” in
the American towns and collected nearly
a thousand dollars for the Industrinl
Cchool with which they purchased some equipment including printing
and carpentry machinery.

Mr. C. K. Yesuthason

With the new equipment they arrived in 1888 in Jaffna by the S.
S, Lady Gordon, The machines were set in the present site by Mr. Yesu.
thason. In grateful recognition of the henevolence of the Governor of
Ceylon, the new Press was styled, “The Gordon Industrial Press.” Mr. Russel
Vythialingam of Sandilipay was Superintendent.

Consolidation and Expansion

In 1900, the Rev. J. H. Dickson - took charge of the Tellippalai
work and the experimental Press made vast strides during his regime
showing a substantial profit. In 1903 the “Strong and Asbury” Press
at Manipay was also bought by the Mission on the recommendation of the
second American Deputation and grafted on to the Industrial Press at
Tellippalai. The students of the Boarding School were given the opportu-
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nity of studying Printing, Book-binding and Carpentry after their acade.
mic hours and thus earning by way of grant a part of their b-ard
and tuition.

Mr. Yesuthason was now appointed Superintendent of the Press and
was a tower of strength to the manager in the careful administration
of the affairs of the Press. In 1912 a double demy size printing cylinder
press, a cutting machine and a three horse power Hornshy oil engine
were purchased. Mr. A. A. Ward who succeeded Mr. Dickson in 1921
effected, further developments. The Union Series of Tamil Readers were
revised and more College magazine work was taken on.

The Present

Before his departure in 1935 My
Ward, in conformity with the Devo.
lution Scheme, instituted an Industrial
Board with Mr. 1. P. Thurairatnam
as Manager to carry on the work at
Tellippalai. Mr. Yesuthason retired in 1937
after nearly half a century of useful ser-
vice in the Press, and his place has been
worthily filled by Mr. V. J. Arianayagam
who has the knack of controlling his band
of workers with “an iron hand in the
velvet glove”. The Press is forging ahead
despite the storms of the times. The pre-
sent Manager has amply justified the trust
and responsibility imposed upon him, and
well can it be said that the Press which
was “first in the field will be first al-
ways~ in his know- no - defeat hands !

Mr. 1. P. Thurairatnam

. G A. R.
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WHAT EVERY LOVER OF TAMIL OUGHT TO POSSESS

T he Etymological and Comparative Lexicon of the
Tamil Language is a dictionary for all Tamil Students.
It gives the meanings in English and Tamil, after
the manner of Winslow’s Tamil English Dictionary
r for all words found in literature or occurring in daih;
speech. It contains more words than are to be found .\
in any other dictionary hitherto published, including
the voluminous Madras-University Lexicon. It beats
f them all for clearness of exposition, logical order of
the meanings and typographical arrangement. \

B esides being a reference book for ordinary stu-
dents of Tamil, it introduces those who are so min-
ded to the philology of the language, for the first time B | Tefe
in .history. The roots of the original elementary forms of a]m.(;st all
Tamil words are pointed out in thick type, and words derived from
those roots are presented under them; so that by looking up the
origin of a single word, dozens, sometimes scores, of words which
are of the same origin are noted and learnt. For the study of
the classics this Lexicon renders unequalled help by making it so
easy to know, at a glance, all the meanings and uses of a given
word and to retain it in the memory.

T he identification of the roots of the Tamil language has led to
the great discovery, hitherto unsuspected, that the words of the
Indu-European languages such as Sanskrit, = Greek, Latin, Gotbhic,
L ——— Anglo-Saxon, Old English etc. are also derived from "I I““

/

the same roots. To put it in another way, the above
mentioned languages and Tamil are shown to be
radically related, by recording the parallel forms in
the different languages in foot notes. This brings
\. out two historical facts. First: The Tamils and all
those who spoke the above languages lived together
at some remote time, and spoke the same language
in its undeveloped root stage. Secondly: Tamil 15 a
very ancient language not derived from any other, J
. but carefully keeping its original forms from which
also the other languages were derived These facts
adumbrated in this Lexicon should, with further study,
open new vistas in the history of mankind. Three
parts of the Lexicon, consisting of 100 pages each,
have already appeared. Full particulars can bz ob-
tained from the cempiler,

Rev, S, GNANA PRAKASAR, 0. M. L

68



CENTENARY NUMBER

The Double Demy Cylinder Press used for printing The Morning Star now.

The Christa Seva Ashram Z'

HEN the History of the Church in India gets to be written, his- J

torians will have to recognise the contribution of the Ashram :

Movement to the richness of the life of the Church of the 20th
Century and to her evangelistic task. In taking up this ancient Indian ins-
titution—the Ashram, and giving a Christian content to it, drawing out its
inspiration and bringing into it the wealth of the
fellowship of the Christian Community living, taking
the bhakthi in the Indian worship and adding to it
the heritage of the Church in the matter of corpo-
rate worship and all that is meant by the thought
they that worship Him, must worship Him, in spirit
: and in truth, lifting the gurukula into the Christu-
EXPECT GREAT THINGS FROM GOD kula, by making Christ the centre and head of fthe
STISMEE SORAT THEES FOR 288 Jite in the Ashram, not by running away from life,
but living life in its fulness of worshipping God and serving man after the
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example of the Master, the Ashram 1s already being recognised as a valu-
able and an almost indispensable part of the Church and is gradually
becoming more and more important.

The Christa Seva Ashram is the only Ashram in Ceylon and is one
of many such in India. It stands distinct in pattern because of the interde-
nominational nature of the composition of its Board of Management and by
its being a very definite part of the life of the Church in Jaffna. It was
sponsored by the Jaffna Christian Union and still has control over it by elect-
ing the three representatives of the different churches each year. It was
started in May 1939. It has among its aims to serve as a temporary home
for those who by embracing Christ as their Saviour have been rendered home-
less, to experiment in indigenous methods of worship, to concentrate on evan-
gelistic and social work in the villages and to be a centre for the production
of Christian literature.

It is beautifully situated on a six acre land, five minutes walk
from the Maruthanamudam Train Halt., The Uduvii School Magazine
has it thus: “The Ashram could not have been better situated.
Destitution in front and desolation behind it, the unremitting toil in the
unrelenting gardens around it, and the passing up and down of the
railway train with the loud rythm—

“Time and Tide awaits for no man, all these are forces that should warn,
chasten, inspire and guide the Ashram activities.”

The S. I. U. C. volunteered to
release the Rev. S. Selvaretnam, B. D.
for work in the Ashram and supported
him with an allowance for two years.
The Methodist Church gave a large
contribution towards the purchasing of
part of the land and the members of
the Church of Ceylon in Jaffna put up
a cottage. The Jaffna Inter-Collegiate
Christian fellowship had the beautiful
Chapel in the Ashram built from con-
tributions from its members, There is
a large number of friends and well-
wishers who have given liberally to put
up the other buildings, forming the
library and for the running of the
Ashram these last three years.

“For the drum beats of His army,
Are the heart beats of our love”,
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(Morning Star 20th Jan. 1857,

The Editor of the Morning Star of February 16, 1888 adduced nine
causes for the increase of crime in Jaffna. The following is the English
rendering of it.

1. The cessation of deportation of criminals.

. 2. Provision in jails for better food at present (e. g. Bread, coffee, rice
with mutton curry etc.,) in lieu of the poor diet in former days
(e. g. rice merely flavoured with salt).

3. The sparing of the lash.
4. The lack of an immediate inquiry into crimes and adequate punish-
ment.

9. The spareness of the police force, negligence of police officers
and deliberate overlooking of crimes.

6. Some Police Magistrates will inquire into a case only when con-
fronted with the facts of the case and witnesses of the event. They
are not in the habit of inquiring into the facts by themselves or
to attempt to gather evidence for the case.

7. The indifferent attitude of the Headmen. Payment of rewards to
people who get hold of criminals would lessen crime. :

8. Gambling and drinking.

The speedy transfers of Police officers from place to place. This
prevents efficient and correct use of their having studied the
characters of any particular place.
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In 1887, Tlan Thalayasinga Iragunatha Mudaliyar, Manivagar of
Vaiigamam West, Jaffna, insisted on his subordinates 14 Udayars and
15 Police Vidanes in all being subscribers of the Morning Star, Following
his footsteps Gunanayaga Mudaliyar Swaminatha Mudaliyar, Maniyagar of
the Islands, Jaffna, also insisted on his subordinates 28 in number being
subscribers of the same paper.

Three robbers, Arssi Kathiran, Mutthi Kathiran and Valli Kathiran
were cousins from Point Pedro. In those days, jewellery was Luried inside
houses. Money in notes were thrust into locks of doors through keyholes.
These robbers lived on the tops of coconut trees by day and at night
burgled houses, cut bunches of coconuts etc.

#

OLD COINS. Mr. Appaturai of Navaly showed us two old coins—
a silver coin that has been in his family for over 15 years and a copper coin
that was dug out from a field only the other day. The silver coin is about
the size of a two anna piece but three times its thickness. On its obverse are
an elephant and the figures “1804”. Its reverse has the words “Ceylon
Government”’ and “24St”. “St” evidently means stivers. The coin weighs
less than half rupees. It is perhaps the first silver issued since the conquest
of the Island by the English. The copper coin which bears no date evident-
ly belongs to the times of the. Tamil Kings of Ceylon if not of India. To
all intents and purposes it is a Sivite coin. Its obverse has a pretty figure
of a sucumbent ox the vehicle of the god Siva, with a very neat inscription
of the word “o5s” under it and the symbol for the moon overit. The
reverse contains half a dozen figures representing Siva's battles, instruments
etc. The Rev. Mr. Asbury of Navaly also has a coin of this description
but much defaced, in his small collection of defunct coins. (Morning Star
of April 5, 1883.) _ ; £

TREASURE HID IN EARTH, A manin some of the Wanny districts
while digging lately in the ground suddenly came across a pot containing
1500 gold coins. They ar: very little in size being half only of our one-
fourth cent. The goldsmiths have bought them at the rate of 37% centa a
piece. The gold is of varying quality. The fortunate discoverer must have
made a gain of Rs. 567-50 at one stiike of his hoe. (Morning Star of September
6, 1883.) 2

" ANCESTRAL DOCUMENTS, A washerman of Manipay brought to
us the other day, for deciphering for him three of his ancestral docum(_ents.
‘They belong to the Portuguese, Dutch, and English periods and are written
one in each of these languages, dated respectively 1669, 1781 an_d 1804. The
papers with the exception of that of the English period are in very good
state of preservation, (Morning Star of March 1, 1883.) 7
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EDITORIAL ADDRESS
From the Furst issue, Thursday 7, 1841, Morning Star.

and wealth. If the relative value of the two be compared, it is evident,
that knowledge is by far, the most important. In support of this
“conclusion may be instanced the following questions, Avayar, Tiruvalluvar

and other writers,
“The most substantial of all acquisitions in the world is knowledge
“Knowledge is substantial wealth without any draw-back other things are

not wealth to anybhody’.

“Men foolishly rove abroad in quest of wealth not knowing that they
possess within themselves a treasure that can never be destroyed by water,
consumed by fire, or tithed by kings—that diminishes not, but increases by
distribution—is proof against the depredation of thieves and to preserve
which but little care is required”.

Such an estate is above price. Knowledge does not consist in mere
literary acquisitions as the learning of a language, its grammar, and the
classics belonging to the language, but also in the attainment of the different
branches of science and arts which are conducive to the expansion of the
mind. It is owing to the improvements which the English and the Americans,
the French and other European nations have made in the different
departments of knowledge that they have become so wealthy, pewerful aad
renowned : nor is knowledge beneficial to this life alone, but serves to
inform the mind of things pertaining to the next world. We see, however, that
the people of the different Tamil territories are destitute of the means of
acquiring knowledge to any considerable extent, as is apparent from

the following considerations.

1. Most of the useful sciences and arts before alluded to are not to

be found in the Tamil language.

2 The few that are to be found, are confined to the instruction of the
higher classes of society and Brahmins, but are inaccessible to the
rest of the community.

The people, in general, have not facilities for acquiring an edu-

cation—a few youth excepted, who have the privilege of attending

the English schools which have beencommenced since the English

Government was established.

4. There is no way by which the learned, the unlearned, the young, the
old, or any class of people who are chiefly engaged in their
secular avocations, can inform themeselves of the constantly
transpiring events in the active world, -

THE principal acquisitions which men make in this world are knowledge,

Lol ]



CENTENARY NUMBER

Being actuated therefore by a desire to communicate to’our country-
men important information, we have undertaken to edit this
periodical, imitating the Europeans  in the improvements they
have made by such means. We hope that this small begin-
ning may open the way for more extensive improvements, and
that others may be encouraged to make similar attempts for the
purpose of diffusing knowledge. It will be our endeavour to
comimunicate from time to time as we are able, articles oll
science, commerce, agriculture, government, Christianity and
whatever may tend to the improving of the mind, together
with such news as may transpire from different quarters of
the world,. We therefore entreat the public to overlook our
defects and accept this feeble attempt.
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Tampoe Buell, j.'¥. born at Araly and
educated at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai; proceeded to
Bombay and had many appointments as teacher in
the American Marathy Mission. Step by step he rose
to greater usefulness till he was mace Principal of
Sir Jacob Sassoon School in Byculla, Bombay. Later,
invited by the American Missionaries to organise the
A. M. M. High School in Bombay, he rejoined the
Mission service and raised the school to a high pitch
of efficiency and collected a sum of Rs. 20,000 asen-
dowment fund to maintain the school. He was crea-
ted a J. P.. Honorary Presidency Magistrate, Bombay,
received from the Government of India the Kaiser-i-
Hind Medal for services he rendered to educational
causes, Retiring in his 70th year, came to Jaffna
two years ago. The Prudential Committee of the A,
B. C. F. M. marked his retirement by a Resolution
of Appreciation “that he had shown great ability as
organiser, [inancial administrator and efficient head of
a school which he had raised to a high place of aca-
demic standing” and expressed their pgratitude to him
“for his loyal devofion and self sacrificing spirit with
which both Mr. and Mrs, Buell have sought ‘the kind-
ling up of the Kingdom of God without thousht of their
own earthly welfare and prospect”,
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W, H. T. Bartlett B. A,
W, P. A. Cooke, .

(sccond son of Chelliah H. Caooke) Educated at
College, Vaddukoddai and School of Agricultur
Joined Ceylon Agricultural Department i
8 years service, on Ceylon Governmen

proceeded to University of California

M. Sc. of the Uniyersity. On return ap
sional Agricultural Officer, Northern
served in the same capacity in the Eastern Division and

is now D. A. O. Southern Division.

e

Wm, A, Clough

Jaffna
e, Poona.

t Scholarship
and gained the
pointed Divi-

W. H, Thambyraja Bartlett
B. A, educated at Chundiculli Seminary
and Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai, was
teacher at Jaffna College and later at
Richmond College, Galle ; entered Ceylon
Survey Department in May 1897, After
working in that Department in various
capacities retired as Assistant Superin-
tendent of Surveys in May 1931. After
retirement is engaged in Social Service
activilies.

1890,

After

later

W. P. A. Cooke, M. Sc.

wim. A. Cleugh, born in
March 20, 1885, educated at Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai, After soing through
his course he entered the Malayan Gov-
ernment Seryice in the Survey Depart.
ment where he held various responsible
appointments. His merits were recog-
nised and he was honoured with the bes-
towal of 1. §. 0. Medal After retire-
ment has devoted his life to agriculture
and is cultivating extensive land under
the Kilinochchi scheme.

Present Address: Tellipallai.
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J- V. Chelliah M. A, J. P, most
ly had his education in Jaffna College which he
joined in 1889. He was a member of the first
Calcutta University Classes, and graduated B. A.
in 1897.

He received his Master's degree in 1908.

He joined the staff of his Alma Mater
in 1895 and continued on the staff till 1935 He
further continued his connection with the College
as English Lecturer to the Inter Classes till 1939.
He was appointed Vice-Principal in 1924, and acted
as Principal for two years: 1931 and 193%.

Mr. Chelliah’s connection with the Jaffna Coun-
cil dates from 1906, and he was on its Executive
most of this period, and was its Vice-President
for a number of years, and its President in 1929. He
was also on the General Assembly’s Executive
for a number of years, and was its Vice-Presi-
dent for two terms, and was elected Moderator for
two years: 1929 and 1930. As Moderator he was
deputed S I U. C. representative at the World's
Congregational Council held at Bournmouth, Eng-
land. He also visited the United States at the
request of the American Board He advorated the oa
cause of Church Union in the churches of the two J. V. Chelliah, M. A. J P
countries.

Mr. Chelliah was Associate Editor of the Morning Star from 1910 to 1918, when

he became sole Editor and continued till 1931 He was also Edi
: as also Editor of the Jaffna Col-
lege Miscellany from 1909 to 1931. 3 e S

Mr. Chelliah was made a Justice of the Peace for the Northern Province in 1935
on his retirement from the College, He has always been in the
Some Ii]f ?he appointments he has held are : Member of the Excise Board, Member of
the District Roac_l Committee, Member of Provincial Road Committee Mémber of the
l?_oard of Education {1930—1939}, Member of the Examination Board Mémber of the Eug-
11'511 Text - book (.:omn:uttee. He was a Member of the Jaffna Assc)i:ialion from its incep-
tion, and was its Secretary in 1918. He has been in the Board of Directors of Jaffna

American Ceylon Mission in 1940, He is now

forefront of public work.

College, and was the Chairman of the
66 years of age.

Uduvﬂ-l:'eall;cai«el;i’lltll;;t]ll a son of the late Mr. Velupillai Joshua,
e : a lner—apd .bt' John's Colleges, Jafina. Choosing
ari ~ab1? career, Mr Chinniah has served as accountant in the
;{e:)z: fu51}111ess houses in Colombo and is at present the Chief Bools
i t"he ;’mslrft Cx;\)r’OTbO Gas and Water Co. Ltd. At the very beginning
e e Otl d War his contribution of Rs. 2000 to the Em-
S ort was keenly appreciated by the Treasury at White-
) don, as “"An exemplary and signal act of lovalty.”

J. J. Chinniah
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M. P. Chelliah, educated at Findlay College, Tanjore Dt and Jalfna College,
Vaddukoddai; studied Medicine at Madras Medical College. Joining the Ceylon Medical Ser-
vice has served in many districts; is now District Medical Olficer, Delft,

Gunaratnam Cooke, M. D, (Lond.)
Gunaratnam Cooke, M-D. (Lond); Visiting Phy

ian, General Hospital,
Colombo, educated at Jaffna Central College and Royal College, Colombo. Went through his

Medical course at St, Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. from 1912-1917; House Officer, St.
Bartholomew's, Graduated Doctor of Medicine of London University in 1920, has held various
offices in the Ceylon Medical Service; was appointed a Visiting Physician in 1927,
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IsabelH @ire, 0, B, B L. R, .1 & S (Edin).

S W. G Coonanayagam Pillai, J- P, eldest
son of the late R. A. Coonanayagam Pillai, a Tamil
scholar of note, and Worker in charge of the C.M.S,
Church, Kokuvil; educated at St. JTohn’s College, Jatina;
took to accountancy as Junior eclerk in the Nuwara-
Eliya branch of the National Bank of India Lid. In
his 20th year was appointed chief cletk and 15
years later, promoted the Bank’s chief shroff; after a
further period of 15 years, retired, He is a Lay Licensed
Reader of the Church of Ceylon; a Trustee of Holy
Trinity Church, Nuwara Eliva; a J. P, for the Nuwara
Eliya District; was one of the earliest members  of
the Urban Council, Nuwara Eliya ; and President of the
Nuwara Eliya Tamil Union,
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Isabel H. Curry, o, 5. E. ;L. R,
C.p, & s (Edin). Somebody has saig
of a great archilect, who had plan-
ned and raised a beautiful structure
of bricks and mortar, “If yoyu seele
his: monument loek around.” ©f Dy
Curr all Jaffna will say, “If you seek
her monument, look and count ope
By one the numbers of lives which,
with her effort and un.
challenged skill, medical science had
saved; and consider the service she
has rendered to the country to
reduce the mountmng roll of infang
mortality”. This was the Christian
Missionary woman physician  whom
the King honoured with the ex-
alted Order of the British Empire

pioneer

and whom the people of Jaffna
loved with all their heart and hon-
oured with the noble and the

most beautiful title their language pos-
sesses —Mother of Mothers. Though
far away from us in her Fifeshire
home, Scoland, we rejoice to assure
our readers that she is in excellent

health and spirits and hopes to
Tevisit Ler old scenes and meet
familiar faces, if and when the ever

fluctuating coaditions of today per”
mit her doing so,

S. W, G, CoonanayagamPillai J. P
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R. C. 8 Cooke, youngest
son of Chelliah Cooke, J, P. born 1903,
educated at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai.
Joined the Department of Co-operative
Societies in October 1927 ; underwent
training on Co-operative methods in
Madras Presidency, the Punjab and under
the Horace Plunkett Foundation, in Great
Britain, Ireland, Denmark and Ger-
many; Mr. Cooke is at present Super-
visory Inspector, Co-operative Societies,
Northern Division ; he is also the District
Commissioner of the Boy EScout Move-
ment in Jaffna, and Message Commandant,
A. B P. Jaffna.

Ry €. 5 Cooke

. — .

J. V. Dharmarajah, L A,
(Lond.) has been Accountant, General
Treasury, Colombo, and Visiting Lecturer,
Ceylon University College; has been
seconded for and is now a Secretary
to the Home Ministry.
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James M., Hensmiai, B, A,
Fellow of the Madras University:a son
of the late Rev. John Hensman, James
Hensman, now a _nonagenarian, Wwas
educated in Chundikulli Seminary and
later at the Madras Upiversity, where
after a brilliant career he joined the Indli-
an Educational Service; was Piincipal
of Government First Grade College,
‘Rajumandry and later on, in the same
capacity, of the Government College,
Kumbakonam. Retiring from service in
1904 returned to Jaffna. Started the
Jaffna Asgociation with the assistance
of the late Proctor Casipillai and Sir,
(then Mr.) W. Duraisamy and had the
honour of directing its destinies as
presicent for the first three years:was
for a number of years president of
Jaffna Church Council and of the Jaffna
Church Missionary ~ Association. An
accident which befell him some 16
years ago, rendering him incapable of
mqving about, limited his indefatigable
spirit from _active participation in
matters public, sccial and  religious
Though invalided., he maintains interest,
as far as possible in all matters of
current importance,

later Secretary

T. C. Jayaratnam

00

T e
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James M. Hensman, B. A,

¥, €. Jayaratnam, €. 1 E. born Oct. 10,
1898,. Educated at Jiffna Central College and Royal
College, Colombo, secured the Ashmore Scholarship,
Hevaviratne Science Prize the Aldnt Ally prize and finally,
won the University College scholarship in 1912 ang
proceeded to Cambridge. After graduating in Cam-
bridge, passed into the Indian Civil Service; was Secret-
ary to Minister of Labeur and Industry, Simla, and
to Lothian Commission, which reported
on the Indian Franchise; was Commissioner of Jab-
bulpore and is now Chief Secretary to the Government
of Nagpur. He is the second son of the late
Thambiah S. Cooke, Proctor. S. C. Jaffna,

Mr.
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Wm. Mair Joshua, eldest
soh of Chas. C., Joshua of Uduvil. Edu-
cated at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai
and Methodist Boys' School, Kuala Lum-
pur. Joining the Johore Departmeny
worked in various districts as Health
Officer, was last stationed at Kotta Ting-
gi, Johore,

Lyman S, Kulathungam, p. a, (London.,)

MORNING STAR

Wm. Mair Joshua

L.S. Kulathungam, B. A,
(L.ondon.) Son of the late Mr.1C.
Subramaniam Lyman ; educated at Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai; is on the Staff
of his Alma Maler as teacher; is Secre-
tary of the Jaffna Council of the S. 1. U, C.?
has edited the Morning Star for a number
of years and is now a contributing

Editor of the paper.
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K. Kanasgaratuam, Born at
Vaddukoddai; educated at Jaffna Col-
lege. Joined the Clerical Service of the
Island in 1911; promoted Chief Audit
Examiner in 1925, Transferred from the
Audit Office to the Electrical Department;
he roseto the post of Chief Accountant of
the Department in 1930. After nine
years teturned to Audit Office first as
Acting and then as permanent Deputy
Auditor General. This year, in his 49th
year, he has been appointed to act for
the Auditor General, being the first
Tamil to hold one of the very few high
: offices open to Ceylonese.

K. Kanagaratnam

Alired M Nathauiel, B, A,
Born 1871, Eldest son of the late Rev.
W. P. S MNathaniel and grand-son of
by his mother’s side of the late Rev.
John Hensman. Educated at Jaffna
College, Vaddukoddai and Madras Uni-
versity, Choosing an educational career,
joined as Headmaster, Manipay Menio-
rial English School and afterwards the
teaching staff of Kilner College, Vunnar-
ponnai, Trinity College, Kandy, and St.
John’s College, Jaffna, where he acted
‘as Principal for a year. Later he was
Principal of Dharmasoka College, Am-
balangoda and still later in the same
capacity, at All Saints’ College. Galle,
Retirmg in 1927 after 33 years’ service,
he spends his retired life in literary
pursuits; has contributed largely to the
press and has published over 40 books
helpful to students of English Literature.
Mr. Nathaniel is actively engaged in e :
church work and has been a licensed *
pfeacher and synods;nan for a great Alfred M. Nathaniel, B. A:
‘many years, and Secretary of the District Chuich Council for about 15 years and off and
on of St. James' Church, Nallore for about 25 years.
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Adigar A. Naganathar.

Mudalisar ¥V Poonane-
balame, Educated at Jaffna Col-
lege Vaddukoddai. Joined Clerical
Service of the Federated Malay
States, and held many responsible
posts. After retiring ifrom Govern-
ment service returned to Jaffna and
ldentified himself with rural and so-
cial service which brought him to the
forefront of the Co-operative Move-
ment in Ceylon He was elected for
many successive years resident of
the Board of {Direclors of the Jaffna
Co-operative Central Bank, Limited :
i1s a member of the Board of Direct-
ots of Jaffna Hindu College and s
gchools ; for meritorious  zervices
rendered to his people and country
he was honoured by the Governnient
with the rank of Mudaliyar

J. P, U, F. M,

MORNING STAR

Adigar A, Naganathar, J. P, U P, )
Born at Copay and educated at Jaffna Central College,
Served the Ceylon Government from 1870—1875. From
1876— 1911 was successively Chief Shroff of the Oriental
Banking Corporation, the New Oriental Banking Cor-
poration at Galle and at Nuwara Eliva, Then atthe
Nuwara Eliya Branch of the National Bank of India
Limited. During his 40 years’ stay at Nuwara Eliya he
acted with acceptance, tact and ability as arbitrator in
labour disputes in the planting districts. For meritorious
services rendered to the State was made Mudaliyar in
1903 ; J. P.and U. P. M. in 1907 ; Gate Mudaliyar in
1916 and Tamil Adigarin 1936. Settling down in Jaffna
his versatile temperament and cathclic cutlook pushed
him to the forefront of Educational, Agricultural and
Social activities of the Tamil country. He is a Patron of
the Jaffna Co-cperative Central Bank ; President Board
of Directors of Jaffna Hindu College. Though a nona-
genarian he is still active. The Adigar's recipe to grow
old gracefully : — *plain living and plain thinking”.

Mudaliyar V, Ponnambalam
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Eliatamby Visvalingam Ratuam,
F. R C S (Edin ) Born 1876; educated at Jatfna
College, Vaddukoddai. Studied Medicine in the Ceylon
Medical College, and at Edinburgh; joining
the Ceylon Mecical Service saw service in Kandy and
Colombo; is now Surgeon in Charge of Private Hos-
pital, Colombo. Takes abiding and active interest in
social, religious and charitable causes. The Vagrants’
Home, the Free Dispensary in St. Paul's ward, Colo-
mbo owe their origin to his exertions. He repre
sented in the Colombo Municipal Council the St. Paul’s
ward for many years. President Ceylon Branch of
the British Medical Association in 1917, Member
Medical College Council in 1942.

Married Rose, a daughter of the late C,
CGhitty.

1l

Dr. Eliatamby Visvalingam Ratnam,
# R .5 (EpiN,)

W. S. Ratnavale, M. R. C. S, L. R
C.P; D T. M & H; €. P. M, (Royal
Medico-Psychologiral Association.) Edu-
cated at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai. Studied
Medicine at Calcutta Medical College; joined
the Ceylon Medical Service and served in various
places as Medical Officer, Assistant Bacteriologist
Judicial Medical Officer and retired as Superinten-
dent of the General Hospital, Colombo. At present
Medical Director, Rotherfield Clinic and is engaged
in the practice of Psychological Medicine.

Dr. W. S. Ratnavale,
M. R, C. §., L. R, C Py, Ds T. M, & Hiy G Py M-
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Dr, S, Subramaniam,
L. M, 5. (CAL.)L R C, P. & 8, (EDIN,)

John DEiylvaganam, Somasundaran,
i.M 8§ (DMadras) L. R C 7 & S (Edin.)
IL.E.P. &S (Glas,) C. T, B, (Lond.), Judicial
Medical Officer Jaffna Educated at Jaffna College, Vad-
dukoddai. Studied medicine at Madras Medical College.
After completing his Medical Course in 1912 joined the
Ceylon Medical Service : served in the Medical Depart-
ment in various parts of the Island. Promoted Provincial

Surgeon and served as such in the Western, Eastern
and Sabragamuwa Provinces, was appointed Judicial
Medical Officer for Jaffna in 19309,
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&, Subramaniam, J. P,
L.M.S (Cal.) L R.C P.&S.
(Edin,); Born at Irupalai in 1878, edu-
cated at Jaffna Central College, Christ-
jan College, Madras and St. Joseph's
College Trichinopoly, studied medicine
Calcutta Medical College. After
Medical  Service

proceeded to Great Britain and did

at
joining Ceylon
higher studies at the School of Tro-
pical Medicine, London ; Medical Col-
Medical
to

lege. PBodney, and
Dublin.

various appointments

College
Ceylon  held
in the Medical
Department and retived es

Returning

Provineial
Northern Province
interested in Agri-
SEryice,

Surgeon of the
1938, He

culture and social

in 15

Dr, J. M. Snmasunldara
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Hubert Rasanayagam
Saravanamutin, L. M. 8, Borg
1891. Eldest son of Mr. & Mrs. J. K,
Baravinamuttu and a grandson of the
late Dr. C. T. Mills of Manipay. Edu-
cated at Jaffna College, Vaddukeddai,
studied Medicine at the Government Medi
cal College, Singapore. Joined the Medi-
cal Service in the Straits Settlements and
has held appoirtments as Medical Officer
in Singapore, Malacca and Jasin, As a
reward for his intelligence, industry and
devotion to duty he was appointed two
years ago Port Health Officer, Penang.

e

Dr. Hubert Rasanayagam Sarayanamuttu, L, M. S,

Rey. G, . Thomas, Born
at Chavakachcheri of Hindu par-
ents, graduated from Tellippalai Teach-
ers' Training Institution, later educated
at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai: passed
m Tamil Langugge and Literature in
the degree examination of Madras
University, Teacher Jaffna College from
1906—1914; compléted his education in
the United Theological College at Ban-
galore; is a member of the Consulative
Committee of the Tamil Bible Revision
and is a contributing Editor of the
Morning Star; at present Pastor in

¥ charge of the church of the S. 1 U. C.
at Uduppiddy

Rey, G, D._Thomas
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S, M. Thnambirajah, 1. P, U.
P. M. Eldest son of the late Mr. & Mrs,
Samuel Muthuveloe of Copay, Jaffna;
educated at Copay English School and
Chundikuly Seminary, Jaifna. Took to
planting ia 1887 and opened Ukuwella
Estate, Matale, for the Ukuwella Estate
Company and has the unique experience
of still serving the Company; a grand-
son of John Abraham, one of the earli-
est converts to Christianity; he is
still a loyal and devoted member of
the Church of Ceylon; holds the Bishop’s
licence and is a Warden of Christ
Church, Matale; is a J. P, U. P. M.
for Matale District, Probation Officer,
Member of the Excise Advisory Commit-
tee; President, Matale Temperance
Union,

S¢ M. Thambirajah, J.P., U.P. M,

W. R. Watson, B. A, B. Sc.
(Hons,) Cal, Dup. Ed. (Lond)
Was educated at the Jaffna Central Col-
lege. and Calcutta University gaining the
Honours Degree in the Arts and Science
graduate examinations of the University
in 1906; was appointed Science master
of the Jaffna Central College; after
about 12 years of service at Central
he joined the teaching staff of the Trinity
St. Thomas' and Royal Colleges as Lecturss
er in Science. Joining the educational ser-
vice of the lIsland, he successfully served
as Asst. Div. Inspector, Divisional Ins-
pector and Chief Inspector of schools
till his appointment as one Of the
Assistant Directors of schools till his
appointment as one of the Asgistant
Directors of Education, peylon. an
office he is holding at present.

W. R, Watson, B, A, B, sc
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E. Arianayagam Williams. Born a;
Vaddukoddai, educated at Jaffna College and Seram-
pore University, left for Britain in 1919 and gained
an Honours Degree in Education at Edinburgh Uni.
versity; proceeded to Columbia University, New York
as research scholar: returning to India he served in
the dual capacities as Secretary to the Poet Rabindra-
nath Tagore and as research student in various me-
thods on education at the poet’s university, Shanteni-
ketan. Experimenting on the scheme, known as the
Wardha Scheme of Basic Education, he went to Mahat-
ma Gandhi to put it into practice. On his last visit
to Ceylon he explamed before a group of school ins-
pectors and teachers the scheme in which he is a
strong believer.

He is now Secretary to the Hindustani Talimi
Sangh, Sevagram Wardha, Central Province, India.

Ve I;P.SB@
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Though I had come under the influence of Mr, Cooke twenty-five years ago, yet it
was not until I boarded with him ten years back at Vaddukoddai that I came to know
him moie intimately and personally. During thsse days, as the clock struck four
in the morning, Mr. Cooke would be heard singing some of his favourite
hymns or lyrics. That was the first announcement of the dawn to me. Singing over,
Mr. Cooke would get out into the open for his daily constitutional walkk and return home
after an hour or so for his morning watch. This practice of the regular morning watch
and the walk was never given up. Fortified with a ‘monkey cap’ against the dew and
an umbrella against the rain, he was ready to defy any weather and walk out of his home
to commune with God from the open fields in the stillness and freshness of the early hours of
the morning. Such regular habits as this and his high devetion are, in my opinion, the
secret of the success he has made of his life. It is given to very few men to be bhlessed
with such a long life as Mr, Cooke’s and to [ill their lives with such useful activities as
he kas been engaged in. Today in his eighty-second year, he retains his mental
alertness and infinite capacity for work and carries on the onerous duties of the
Manager and Editor of the “"Morning Star’” with the agility and ease of a much younger
man, mainly because of his regular and devoted life, a life devoted to God and to the
cause that is so dear to Mr. Cooke’s heart.

The eldest son of the late Mr. James Prince Cooke and Anna Cleveland Strong,
Mr. Cooke was born on the 26th of March, 1861. He had his  primaty edu-
cation at the Vernacular School belonging to the American Mission at Vaddukoddai. He
had his English education at the Batticotta English High School and later at
Jaffna College, from where he graduated in 1879. Almost immediately after graduation,
he was taken into the staff of the College, where he remamed for forty years till 1919,
Into his teaching life he carried with him the qualities which had distinguished him amongst
his fellow students—mildness, kindliness of disposition and gentlemanliness of behaviour, The
many generations of students who passed through his hands bore the impress of
his character, They were inspired by the extrenle courtesy and kindness
shown to them by their deeply loved teacher. Mr, Cooke would never believe that his
students could ever do anything mean. No adverse reports about them had any
prejudicial effect on him. Logic and History were two of his favourite subjects, which he taught
with great acceptance. To this day he remembers and alludes with  justifiable
pride to the fact that Mr. T. C. Rajaratnam and the late Dr. M. Sangarapillai won prizes in
Logic in their F. A. Examination of the Calcutta University, Repetition was a characteris-
tic device he resorted to in order to make his students remember important historical facts,
In our Ceylon History classes the first question he would ask everytime we met was:
“When was Ceylon made a Crown Colony ? ' It may be said without any  exag-
geration that he won the spontaneous affection and respect of his students, his fellow
workers, and his superiors in a marked degree. When this “long and honourahle connect-
tion,” in the words of the late Rev. G. C. Brown, came to an end, genuine apprecias=
tion was expressed of it. Even after he left College, Mr. Cooke has kept himself in intimate
touch with, and maintained his keen interest in the affairs of the College. For about
twenty years he was on its Board of Directors, till he resigned last year from it. His
work at Jaffna College, so long and so faithfully done, entitles him to be ranked among
the best loved and revered, never-to-be-forgotten school masters of Jaffna.

From the time Mr. Cooke retired from active sevvice in 1919, his years: of retire-
ment have never been idle to this moment. Seldom does one come across such an active
and useful retired life as his. For some years, in addition to his work as Registrar of
Marriages of the Valikamam West Division, to which post he had been appointed even while
he was teaching at College in 1911, he officiated with great acceptance as Assistant Pastor
of the Vaddukoddai Church for five years. His serv es were greatly appreciated, so
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much so that the Church treated him as an Honorary Assistant Pastor even after he re-
tired from this work in 1924 and the J. C.,, S. I, U. C, also honoured him by enroll-
ing him as an Honorary Member of the Council. It was in June of this year 1924 _tl}at the
title of Justice of the Peace was conferred on him by the Government in recogmtton of
the excellent services rendered to the public by him as a great teacher, editor and

publisher,

Withcut question the best monument to his memory will be the * Morning Star,”
with which he has been connected almost contipuously from the year 1880, As haS
already been said in another article in this Number, the ‘*Star’” owes its present life and
position undoubtedly to Mr, Cooke's untiring efforts. Many ancther man would have
long ago given up the struggle to continue the publication of the paper,
but Mr. Cooke was undeterred by difficulties or hardships. The cause of
running the paper and keeping it alive, true to the trust imposed on him when
the Mission transferred it into national hands, is sacred to him and he has
not allowed any difficulty to overwhelm him. Almost every minute of his life there is
only the one thought, how to run the “Star” No man whom he meets ever escapes
being asked if he is a subscriber to the “Morning Star,” and invariably the
man succumbs to the persuasive appeal of Mr, Cooke, if he is not already a sub-

Sriber, to become one. The “Star’’ is meat and drink to him. It is rare to find a man

O
devoted to his cause as Mr. Cooke is to the cause of the Star, While he was most of
he had also

this period the Manager and Proprietor, and the Editor of the Tamil pages,
from time to time to be responsible for editing the English pages. That he has
been able to cope with all these different demands is due to his abiding and
passionate devotion to the “Star’. And today nothing gives him greater happiness than to be
alive to participate in the centenary celebrations of the ““Star'’,

If Mr. Cooke had been active with only the “Star”, it would have been a gredt
achievement in itself, but sirangely enough there are other publications to which also he has
from time to time given his interest and attention. In 1912 he was appointed by the De-
partment of Agriculture in Ceylon to continue the publication of “Kamat Tholil Vilakkam,
‘the Tamil Magazina of the Department, in succession to his father, The
Magazine is widely circulated and is welcomed as a useful one. In 1923 Mr. Cooke
started  another laudable venture, which unfortunately came to grief within a very short
period. An interesting family journal called the "Kudumpa Theepam’ was started by him,
but had to be given up in two years, for want of patronage,

Thus Mr. Cooke’s life has been a full one, both with regard to - the length of it
and to its activities, Without a doubt the future historian of Jaffna will give an honourable
niche to this great teacher, this indefatigable editor and publisher, and great Christian

gentleman,
L Sk
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Allen Abraham, B. A,
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F. R. A. § Born 1865 ......Died
1922, Graduating with distinction at
Tellipallai Training School, he en-
tered Jaffna College and secured
his B. A. (Calcutta). He was first
an instructor and then a Professor
of Mathematics in his Alma Mater.
To and fro, his life moved within
the narrow limits of his vocation,
until Halley's Comet vagabonding
through space visited our skies and
incidentally crossed Professor Abra.
ham’s mathematical orbit. Now,
the pundits of- the world of Astro-
nomy had prophesied when this co-
met, crossing the orbit of the earth,
would become visible to the naked
eye, Professor Abraham had too
solved the problem carefully calcu-
lating with the aid of diagrams and
predicted with precision the day
and the month the comet would
appear to the naked eye. His pre-
diction, however, differed from the
pundits’. At last when the comet
did appear, the pundits’ pride re.
ceived a jolt and the professor’s
genius a pat on its back. The pun-

-

dits were wrong and the Professor
correct. Immediately the name Al
len Abraham was catapulted from
parochial obscurity to world celebrity ;
the study ot Astronomy as a hobby and 1
of the Royal Astronomical €
distinction. Unique as his at
his most noteworthy traits were hig Ch

was without guile, his conversation without can

when they laughed and he wept with
name brought honour and fame to his

terests and institutions he had served would h
tasks which only his head could haye plannad

He was also for many years the Ta
Mr. J. R. Arnold. His services to the
Secretary of the J. C, S. I. U,
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ociety of London, the
tainments were in

Allen Abraham, s, A, TR A5

congratulations poured on him. He who had pursued
1ad written learned papers on it was elected a Fellow
first Ceylonese to obtain the coveted
the field of Mathematics and Astronomy,
humility and child-like simplicity. His smile
t or hypocrisy., He laughed with his friends
hat wept, Untimely as his death was, his
ymen. If his years had been fuller, the in-
ave been richer by his performance of those
and his hands accomplished,

rist-like

them t
countr

mil Editor of the

“Morning Star ” in succession to
Church were inval

uable, for many years he was the
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Dr. Williamm Atherton Appadurai
Joshua, Born 10th Oct.

1909.

Eldest son of Daniel Joshua of Hatton. Edu-
Wesley College,
Colombo, and Ceylon Medical College and concluded his
medical studies in Edinburgh, where he obtained
his triple qualifications. Joined the Ceylon Medical
Service and held many responsible

In this doctor were found many rare virtues
practitioner. He never

cated at Jaffna Central

of a noble efficient medical
spared himself in answering the call
day or night to alleviate the suffering of the afflicted,
Indeed it was in responding to the urgent night
call in Deltota that he was thrown from his horse
sustained serious injuries
to his chest which ultimately ended fatally,

on a dangerous road and

R. O, D. Ashury
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... Died May 9th,

positions,
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of duty by

Dr. W. A. Appadmai Joshua

R. O. . Asbury. Son of Rev. Francis
Asbury wko was a pastor of the Navaly church
for 38 years. Elucated in Madras; he was one of the
first batch of teachers when Jaffna College was started
in 1872. He founded and inaugurated the Jaffna
College Alumni Association. When the “Morning Star’’
was transferred to nationals in 1870 he edited the
English pages with credit for about ten years

His articles were characterised by breadth of
view, vastness of informations and soundness of judg
ment, sustaining the reputation of the paper as a
useful organ of thz public,
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A .E, Clougﬁ. His sincerity ot
heart and pleasant manners endeared
him to a large circle of friends and
acquaintances, He led a strenuous life
and did whatever his hands found fo
do with all his might. Whether as a
servant of the F. M. S, Government
where he held a key position in the
Survey Department, or as a planter in
Malaya, where he opened and planted
two thousand acres of rubber, or as a
friend, in which capacity the purity of
his soul, sincerity of character were
apparent—whatever path he chose to
tread he left indelible footprints behind
him. He unexpectedly passed away
about three years ago.

A. E. Clough

Thambiah S, Cooke. Born 13th No-
vember 1863. . . . Died 13th February 1920. His life
was such that it inspired respect from all who
came in contact with him ; as a man he was
upright and fair-minded; as a lawyer, his name
stood high for ability and integrity and he did
his best to promote the best interests of his
clients. As a Christian, he indentified himself with
all the activities of the Methodist Church in
Jaffna. As a steward and superintendent of the
Sunday School, he devoted all his spare time
for the service of his Master, He was also a lay
preacher and even found time amidst his pro-
fessional duties to encourage evangelistic work,
fruits of which can even now be seen at
Allaipiddy and Mankumpan, He was for some
years part-Proprietor of this paper with the Mission.

Thambiah 5. Cooke

107
14

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



MORNING STAR

Joshua Periathamby Dantorth,
M. D. (Columbia) Born: 1829—Died: 1877.
In Dr. S. F. Green's Medical School at
Manipay there was a brilliant pupil, who may
aptly be termed the “Father of the Preventive
Medicine in Ceylon.”” His name was Joshua Peria-
thamby Danforth. Says Sir Wm. Gregory the then
Governor of Ceylon in asking for a vote from .
the legislature of his day 1o eradicate Malaria
and ‘‘parangi”’ from the wilds of Wanny:—"1
invite your attention to the ohservation of Dr.
Danforth in *his excellent report (on Malaria .and
parangi). No doubt Dr. Danforth's exertons and
ability have done much to mitigate the sufferings
of the very large number of patients who came
before him...........eeeer.. But Dro Danforth justly re-
marks that mo physician's ckill can cope with
Malaria, ““The only method to combat them™
pointed out Dr. Danforth’s report, *“in wvillages
located in thick jungle, was to clear the jungle
and let in fresh air and sun-shine”. The report
was written more than 70 years ago, long before i
Ross’s famous discovery. J. P. Danforth

Dr. Danforth was born at Chankanai; educated at Batticotta Seminary and studied
Medicine in the School of Medicine at Manipay. Received the M, D. Degres from Columbia
University. He served, being the first Tamil to achieve that distinction, as Medical Officer
in various parts of North Ceylon and was promoted Colonial (provincial) Surgeon of the North-
ern Province in his 47th year.

Chas 8, Rataesar- Born: 1853
-Died: 1932. Born of an illustrious
family of light and leading at Tellip-
palai, he was a graduate of the
Tellippalai Training School. Became a
Christian  while in the school. In
those days acceptance of Jesus® way
of hfe meant social ostracism, expul-
sion from home, kith and kin, and
voung Ratnesar had bis share of the suf-
fering. Accepted serviee under A. C.
Mission at Pandatterrupu, and later
was appointed a teacher at the Uduvil
Girls’ Boarding School. His know-
ledge of the Tamil language and liter-
ature and ability to convey his know-
ledge in simple language, combined with
almost an unceasing understanding of
the pupils’ deficiencies. made him a suec-
cessful teacher. After 20 vears of service
he was sent as a preacher in charge of
Sandilipay Church. The Church recei-
Chas S. Ratnesar ved new life in his hands. His refined

manners, all round courtesy, ready accessibility and eagerress to help the lowly placed man,

in all the places he worked won for him friends and admirers in al]l walks of life,
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Dr. A.C. Evarts, M. B. C. M. (Madras). Dr. Evarts was the youngest son of
the late Dr.  Evarts, Resident Surgeon of the F. N. S. Hospital (now known as the Civil
Hospital,! Jaffna). He was educated at Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai, and St.- Thomas’ College,
Colombo where he won the Duke of Edinburgh Scholarship. Starting his study of Medi-
cine at Ceylon Medical College, he completed his Medical course in Madras and took the
Degree of M. B and C. M. He joined the Ceylen Medical Service and served in various
stations as an efficient officer and physician of skill. He published papers on Cholera,
Malaria and Diabetes. In his early years he was converted to the Roman Catholic faith
and was baptisad at Nagapatanam by a Jesuit priest and remained a steadfast child of the
Roman Church,
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Rev. Thomas Peter Hunt
Born: 1831 — Died: 1903; was born
of Hindu parents at Chavakachcheri,
After a liberal education in the ver-
nacular, he joined the Batticotta
Seminary for an English education.
When in the Seminary, he «came
under Christian influence and .was bap-
tised with the name Thomas Peter Hunt,
Then canie the decisive hour of his life.
On the one hand, he had the uffer of an
office by the Government carrying with
it material advancement and much higher
emoluments, and on the ‘other a call to
be ordained a Christian Minister. Ha
chiose the latter and was ordained a
minister of the A.C M. Church at Cha-
vakachcheri in 1855 in his 25th year.

He wrote and published a num-
ber of ‘open letters’, tracts suited to the
times, and books., One of his npen
letters on the Spanish-American war of
1898 earned for Mr, Hunt the encomium,
and for Christian Missions a contribu-
tion from William McKinley, President
of the U, §. A. at the time. Among
the books he wrote, his ‘Evidences of
Christianity’, a copy of which was gra-

Reve @ B Hiing ciously accepted by Governor Sir West
Ridgeway, was his magmum opus. It is not within the scope of these notes to notice the
part pastor Hunt played to remedy the industrial poverty of this country, to promote tem-
perance and to encourage thrift among the people. Put the services he rendered to higher
education in Jaffna cannot pass unnoticed.

When the American Board closed the Seminary in 1856, for 16 years there was no
school, no seat for higher education in Jaffna. His name will always be associated with the
movement t3 found Jaffna Collegze on the ashes of the Batticotta Seminary, with Dr. E. P,
Hastings as Principal. And it was in the fitness of things that he should hecomeits first
Headmaster. Mr. Hunt had also a place on the directing board and remained in it till his death.

But his dearly beloved Thenmaradchy called him again and to Chavakachcheri he
returned after the lapse of about 10 years, as Pastor of the Church and Evangelist at large, his
evangelical field extending to a radius of 5 miles round Chavakachcheri proper. He lifted
Christ higher than honour and riches; higher than social, communal and national prejudices,
higher than creeds and cults, sectarianism and fanaticism. He lifted Christ higher and higher
— and yet higher so that Jaffna might see the lifted Christ and Him only.
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Rev. John Hensman
Born: 1817 — Died: 1884 Born of Hindu
parents at Vannarponnai; his school
caréer began in his 5th year in a
private school near his parental home,
from there he was sent to the Nallore
Boarding School, of the Church Mission-
ary Society, where his extraordinary
intelligence and steady application to
work brought him a scholarship in the
C. M S. English Seminary at Cotta.
One of the chief mile stones of his
life was teached in his Seminary days
when convinced by a sermon preached
by a C. M. S Missionary he became
an inquirer. His baptism followed later
and he was named John Hensman-
Graduvating from the Seminary at Cotta,
he received " an appointment on the
teaching staff of the Colombo Academy,
now known as Royal College. After
two years at the Academy, the miracle
SR o H—‘ - — which has handed down to pos-
it s nag:v.aighgmeen;r}?ii% otherwise might have *.made the subsquent 11'1:s.tl:|r5:i o.f 'thf;
Church all the poorer — happened, He threw away his Colombo appointment and joine
the € M. 3. in Jaffna as Headmaster of the Nallore ."'3&11‘11[‘{31:)( which was later transff:rred
to Chundicully, with Mr. Hensman as Headteacher again. This school ‘dvasd km;wn a:’ (“h(‘;"é
dicully Seminary. But his educational training, self-less renunciaticn an ’ e;o :(:;1 thc> 0
marked him for higher and nobler walks of life, In 1840 John ch51llan..abd~?1-oneM el‘?om.
forts of the cosy school-room and took to the open road and Bbecame a Late"IISt‘z ¢ qensf
man became a travelling Evangelist with headqguarters at L..opay:l.. After nearly 0 ‘?ear; o
devoted service, he was ordained a Deacon of the C. M. 5 1in ISb:i and ]Jrl(‘.:St t;\;n };:dri‘ ar]ter_.
being the first Tamil to be ordained a clergyman of ll‘le C. My S ,."3 4 ort Cey ?n
From 1853 to 1884 he remained a pastor of the Copay Church. He I’-Sd?es' fl"}"’“;l n “T
home ‘Sangli Thopu'® Nallore, the very compound where :aang‘l‘s Pﬂlﬂ%‘e “atuox, v..ini, i, Thle tylzan
king, who issued edicts to persecute the conve::ts of St Fll"é;'n_ls] t)a}:e;r.‘ Hmz;anevjr:
A, E. Dibben, a later day Secretary of the C. M. S. wrote about t‘ie ate Jo i d
A A true man of God, full of grace and he_avenly gifts, USEde! mgfyd.a_n
lovingly for his great Master and his dfe]lowme:n \:\ut(l:E :?;?::bfqt:?eesfs t;e ;:i:::‘
blessing. And in addition to the evidence given : : ;
:i;sne iy his life work, there is the fact that to this day the n?mél _(_)fl_aienzgl:;r; :zr h::é
in high honour both in Ceylon and South India by reason of the Christi ¢
integrity of his descendants.”

There are today many living descendants of John Hensman in different pa.rts of South
India and Ceylon, many of whom by reason of their *Christian character and integrity are
2 1"
shining lights of what the Cross of Christ can do for man,
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William Mather

Wi!limu Mather. Born: 1851 — Died: 1920, When William . Mather passed
away on the 1lth June 1920, poignant was the anguish felt by his

. Iriends and 1elations
deep the grief of the needy and helpless, and universal the sorrow. ’

Ceylon in general and Jaffna in particular owe a deep debt of gratitude to Wm
Mather for his activities towards the advancement of the religious and economic .L'ondition;]
of this country. He forwarded the country’s commercial activities by founding i.li’l-d direct-
ing the Banking and Mercantile house of the Jaffna Commercial Corporation, Ltd. with a ca ita.l
of many lakhs of rupees. He achieved fame as a man of business and his -name ‘-‘.I?ood
high for all that was honourable and upright in the commercial life of the cmmtryk As
a philanthropist, his munificence was magnificent and the principal causes for Whit‘.il he'gave
so richly were many. The Churches at Navaly, Delft and Velanai, owe their existence to his
generosity, He used the Jaffna National Evangelical Society, as its President for about 25
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years, as but one of the vehicles to achieve his purpose, Though silenced by death, his life
yet speaks — speaks not only through the Wm. Mather Memorial Orphanage which his
friends and admirers created as a memorial to him, but also by the white flower of a
blameless life lived without offence to God and man.

Neviuns Selvadurai, B. A
M., B. E.,, J. P. Mr. Nevins Sclva-
durai was born great. A son of the
late Mr. Wm. Nevins, the famous
school master and rightly called the
Arnold of his time in Jaffna, Nevins
junior had for a heritage . many of
the qualities of head and heart from
Nevins senior,  Mr. Selvadurai inherited
his independence of character, his wider
outlook on life, his stability of mind
and ability from his father. He received
his early education at Jaffna Central
College and Dovton School, Madras,
and graduated at 19 from Madras Uni-
versi‘ty, winning a prize in Physical
Science. His first love was the law.
The death of his brother in Madras,
followed by that of his father in Jaffna,
made him change his plans and he be-
came a teacher in Madras. His father
founded the first national institution in
Jaffna (Jatfna Hindu College) which on
his death was taken over by Mr. Ad-
vocate Nagalingam. Mr. Nagalingam
invited the soun from Madras to take
charge of his father's venture. This
College he served till the time of his
retirement in 1920 almost continuously,
Nevins Selvadurai B. A., M. B, E,, J. P. except for a short period.

The state recognising his merits as an educator, made him a Justice of the Peace
and the King conferred on him the Membership of the exalted Order of the British Em.
pire, he being one of the earliest educators to be so honoured. On account of his early
association in the political and social affairs of this country, he had the greatness of represen-
ting Kayts seat in the national legislature which was thrust on him by his constituents during
the last yvears of his life. He rendered yeoman service to his countrymen in the fight he waged
successfully against the non.co-operation movement in Jaffna which boycotted the State
Council for some years. The late Mr. Selvadurai, we are told, was deeply religious s a
boy, and he, certainly, nobly and undisguisedly was religious in his later years.He was one
of the strongest pillars of Methodism in North Ceylon. All Jaffna mourned his death deeply
in 1938.
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Dr. Clarcnce Sittampalana,
Born : June. 11, 1874 —Died : May 24, 1930.
Second son of Sandrasekara Sittampa-
lam, a highly respected Tamil family of
Mathagal in Jaffna. Educated at Royal
College, Colombo and the Ceylon Medi-
cal College: joined the Ceylon Govern-
ment and held many responsible posts.
He served as Physician General Hospital,
Colombo, Port Surgeon and D, M. O.
Kayts; J. M. O. Jaffna, D. M. O.
Batticaloa, Dandagamuwa and Mirigama.
Retired from service in 1928 after a
period of nearly 30 years service.

The high sense of duty and jus-
tice that characterisad his career in the
Medical Service served as an example
and inspiration to all around him. He
gainad the affection and respect- of al
classes of people by his sympathy and
ability.

._._.__.,.._.__,..m
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C. T. Ethirnayagam Mills
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Dr. C. Sittampalam

Dr. Cyrus T. Ethirnayagam
Mills, During the latter half of the
last century those who suffered from
ailments did homage to ‘Mills Pariyari-
ar”, as Dr. C. T. Ethirnayagam Mills
was popularly known in the very days
of hiz popularity as a physician of re-
suce and teacher of Medical Science.
His students numbering over 300, practis-
ed the healing art in Jaffna, the Straits
Settlements and the Federated Malay
States. Born of a Hindu orthodox fami-
ly at Vaddukoddai, receiving his edu-
cation at Batticotta High School and
Medical Training in the Medical School
founded by the late Dr. S. F, Green at
Manipay, Dr. Mills started his medical
career as Resident Surgeon of the F. N.
S. Hospital in Jaffna, (as the present
Civil Hospital was known when it was
under the direction of a leccal commit-
tee). Later, Dr. Mills joined the Ameri-

can Ceylon Medical Mission, When Dr. Green left for America he started his private dispen
sary and continued the good work of his Gurw. After nearly 40 years of service, he paszsed
away at the #ge of 65 at Manipay. As a physician his name was a household word in the
peninsula. He was perhaps the only person in the country after Dr. Green who single hand
ed shouldered the burden and responsibility of training others in the practise of the craft of
which he was a master. He was a loyal supporter of his Master and His Church at Manipay.
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C. M. Rajasooriar

Chithamparanather Murugasar Rajasooriar Mudaliyar; (1837-1927)
“‘He is one of the oldest Tamil notaries in practice and has maintained a very good record
throughout. He has, by his character and integrity with conscientious performance of his
duties, gained the confidence and esteem of the people.” So said Governor Manning when
investing in 1922 Mr. C. M. Rajasooriar with the rank of Mudaliyar. Industry, integrity and
rigid application to duty were the visible characteristics of Mudaliyar Rajasooriar’s  lifei
Born of highly respected parents, left fatherless in his 4th year, he was baptised a Christian
after facing a storm of opposition from his Hindu relations and orthodox Hindu mother.
His industry and integrity will serve as an example and inspiration to the youth of Jaffna.
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Daniel Poor Niles Born:
1836 — Died : 1915, He died in the
45th year of his Ministry. Mr. A.
Sabapathy, the then Editor of the Hindu
Organ paid him the following tribute;—

*“The Protestant Tamil community
in particular and Tamils of Ceylon in
general, have lost a great and a good
marn, an erudite scholar, a deep thinker,
a4 sage adviser and a gentleman of
unblemished character and  spotless
INtEETitY.iueeeen Fle was always considered
an ideal native minister; learned, pious,
sagacious, dignified. and  withal
tolerant towards other faiths as much
as his as a minister of Christ would.
He was blessed with a good ancestry
and was the second son of Mr.
Nathaniel Niles, and the {father of Mr,
W, D. Niles,' Advocate, Jaffna,
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Mrs, Naysum Saravanamuttu

Mrs. Naysuim Saravanamutti, Born: 1896 — Died: 1941, Born of Christian
parents at Vaddukoddai — of the late Mr. C. Arunachalam and Mrs. E. T. Arunachalam,
presently of 1st. Cross Street, Jaffna: was educatzd at the Vembadi Girls’ High School,
Jaffna, Married Dr. R, Saravanamuttu, the Mavor of Colombo.

She was the only woman Member of the present State Council, and a Member
of the Executive Committee of Education in the first State Council and Member of
the Executive Committee of Health in the present. She was well known for her
social work.
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James P. Cooke. Born; 1830 — Died: 1912.
One of the best products of Batticotta Seminary,
who lived during the latter half of the last century
and the first decade of the present, was James Prince
Cooke of Vaddukoddai. Mr. J. P. Cooke was born
of Hindu parents. His Tamil name was Sabapathy.
During his seminary days he became a Christian.
The opposition from his parents and relatives when
he joined the church was so great that the lad
was compelled to seek refuge in the house of the
resident missionary at Vaddukoddai. And when he
graduated, he was appointed General Agent of
the Mission at Vaddukoddai. Mr. Cooke was a man
of more than ordinary business ability and filled a
large place in the educational world of Jafina.

The Batticotta Seminary was closed in 1855.
This was a great calamity to the people. A few of the
Batticotta boys who were in the lowest class when
the Seminary was closed, applied to the Rev. W. W,
Howland for a private tutor and he allowed Mr.
Cooke, his assistant, to help them. The number of
boys ‘increased and Mr. Robert Breckenridge was
induced to start a private school in the vicinity of
the Mission premises, The school was started in
March 1856 with 50 pupils. The school prospered and Mr. Cooke was his right hand
man. When Mr, Breckenridge was appointed Sub-Inspector of Schools by the Government,
Mr. Cooke succeeded him as Headmaster in 1870 and continued as such till the school
was amalgamated with Jaffna College in 1910. He was connected with the school for about
half a century. When it was decided in 1871 to fake the preliminary steps for com-
mencing Jaffna College, Mr. Cooke was appointed as one of the Tamil Committee of five—
Messrs. T. P. Hunt, Brekenridge, Lyman, Covke and . Johnpillai — to render such aid as
might be required for forming a plan for organising the institution. And when the insti-
tution came into being, he was selected a Director  of the institution
and continued in that capacity for a period of 38 years. For sometime he was an
instructor of the Teacher’s Training School at Vaddukcddai which was later removed to
Tellippalai. Mr. Cooke was instrumental in founding the Mission Board of Education and
served as its Secretary for several years. His work was very much appreciated as shown
by the following extract from the Mission Report: “His work (as Secretary) was done with
2 rare sense of efficiency and despatch... ... the Board’s successful development was
largely his achievement and more than any other person he deserves the title of its founder”.
The church got much service from him. He was the Sunday School Superintendent of the
“Waddukoddai Church for about 50 years and a Treasurer of the Jaffna National
(Native then) Evangelical Society for many years.

He also functioned as a Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages at Vaddukoddai. For
25 years he also edited the Tamil Christian Cezlendar for the Jaffna Tract Society, and
for & shorter period edited the ‘Paliar Nesan’, a Children’s weekly. }

In his later years he was best known as manager of “‘The Morning Star.”’ His connec-
tion with the paper started in 1880, From that year till 1910, when advancing years com-
pelled him to retire from active association with the paper, with great Datien(‘_j. and un-
flagging zeal he carried the burden of the management of the paper. He died on the 22nd
June 1912, full of years and honour, revered and loved by all as & gentleman in the best
sense of the term,
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Thomas Hudson Paramasamy.
Born: 1863 — Died: 1916, He was born at
Karudavil, Uduppiddy, in a Hindu family.
After his primary education in a local verna-
cular school, he moved on to Jaffna College
where he received his English education. At
the end of his course at Jaffna College he
was appointed to the teaching staff of the
English High School at Vaddukoddai in the
time of Mr. J. P. Cooke. After a time he
was taken on to the staff of Jaffna College
which he served for a quarter of a century.
While being a teacher he obtained the B, A.
degree of the Calcutta University. To this
day Mr. Hudson is remembered as a distin-
guished Frofessor of Jaffna College, especially
as an able teacher of the Classics and a
strict disciplinarian. He was one of those
rare teachers who though they were disciplin-
arians, won the unqualified and spontaneous
affection of their students. His poweriul per-
sonality and suave manners commanded the
esteemn of all. Genuine regret was felt by
Jaffna College when he left to accept the
Principalship of Manipay Hindu College.

His Scholarship, especially in Latin and
Tamil, was so high that he was selected by
the Madras University as a competent scholar

to collaborate in the compilation of the Tamil Lexicon which was published under' the aus-
pices of that University. The interest he took in ail Christian and social uplift move-
ments was very great. The Temperance movement found in him a strong supporter. .H:s
services to the Church were rendered by him not only through his own church at Sandili-
pay where he was Secretary and Treasurer for a number of years, but also througlj. the
Jaffna Council of the Scuth India United Church, whose Secretary he was for a period of
four years. . : .

He died on the 16th September, 1916, while he was Principal of Manipay Hn}du
College. The country mourned in his death the passing away of a great personality,
an eminent educationalist and indefatigable social and Christian worker.

Thomas Hudson Paramasamy

Rev. C. D. Velupillai was born in 1861 and was 59 years _of age at the t_ime of
his death. He belonged to a Hindu family, and came under Chl‘.isf.lan influence in t,h,e
Tellippalai Training School, which he entered in 1873 and from which he graduated in 1877,
“He was one of the best products of the Training School and was one of the splenfhd me:n
whom that institution has given to the Christian ministry in Jaffna. He had an apt[tudn_a for
historical studies and his work on the history of the American Missioh is to be consider-
ed a full account of the work of the American Mission Churches for a century. Mr.
Velupillai had a reputation of being a good Tamil Scholar and his regular contributions to

‘The Morning Star’ were highly appreciated,
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Charles Subramaniam Lyman

His activities were not confined
Mater as a member of its Board of
services to the Church

Nathan Strong Alies A

balavanar Chittampalam

Sandilipay. a descendant of Chinnatamby
Pulavar of Nallur. Born at Sandilipay,
educated at Batticotta Seminary and

proceeded with Dr. Daniel Poor
Madura as one of his assistants to

tablish a mission there. On his return
established himself in conjunction first
with Mr. Ripley and then with Mr.
R. O, D. Asbury as printer at Manipay,
by buying the American Mission Press
in 1856. Mr. Strong was one of the first
amongst Jaffnese to take to printing
business. In 1870 he became the pro-

prietor of ‘The Morning Star

continued as such till his death alone

and jointly with the Mission.
services to the Tamil community

MORNING STAR

Charles Subramaniam Lyman. Bomn:
1860 — Died: 14923. He was born in an orthodox
Hindu family at Kaddudai. Manipay. and had his
Tamil education in the local school. Later he joined
Jaffna College where he became a Christian and
graduated from it in 1879. At the end of his colle-
giate education, he joined the staft of the High School
at Vaddukoddai. In 1885 he went to Uduvil, in' the
words of the historian of the story of the Uduvil
Girls’ School, ‘“"At the personal request of the Mis-
sion Committee of these days to fill the need of an
efficient teacher for the New (irls’ Training School
there.”” He served in the school for nearly forty years,
during most of which period he was Headmaster of
the Vernacular and Training Departments. During
the latter part of his teaching days in the schoul, he
was responsible for Tamil in the Cambridge classes of
the English Department. His gentle and unobtrusive
manners, retiring nature, friendly counsel, extreme
courtesy and kind disposition won for him the esteem
and affection of his pupils and the title of “Ever
gracious gentleman and a great teacher’” from his
fellow teachers and superiors. It may well be said
that he was one of the great builders and unforget.
table personalities of the school.
to the school. For over ten years he served his Alma
Directors and De gave freely and unostentatiously his

of

to
es-

F

and

His
as

printer and publisher were very valuable.
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J. V. Lambert. Born of a respectable
orthodox Hindu family., was educated at the
Vaddukoddai High School and later graduated
from Jaffna College. While in College, he be-
came a Christian. He was one of the founders
of the Jaffna College Y. M. C. A. School in
Eluvaitiva and promoter of the evangelistic
movement there, He was a teacher of the
Vaddukoddai High School under the Head-
mastership of the late Mr. J. P. Cooke, Later
he was a teacher at Coimbatur in South India
and subsequently left for Malaya. He retired
after nearly thirty vears service as Chief As-
sistant Cashier of Howarth Erskine Ltd., Ipoh.
His close connection with the Araly Church and
the building of its parsonage, his financial
support and the earnest endeavours to spread
the Christian influence in the village and among
his Hindu relatives are some of the chief things
to be remembered. Though old he understood the
young people and built out of his generosity a
reading room named after him,"Lambert Hall” and
supplied it with magazines, papers and sports
J. V. Lambert materials. He was also one of the founders of
the Maha Aikya Sabha, Araly North. His philanthropy was also extended to the poor
children who could not afford to pay the school fees, and to the villages of Araly East
and North by constructing a special road called “Lambert Road’’ connecting the two,
which is a great boon specially during the wet season.

He had a calm and genial disposition and lived a life of service to humanity promp-
ted by the great ideals of the Master

Misses Mary and Margaret Leitelr, Missionaries of the American Board of
Commissioners for foreign Missions. They spent seven years in Ceylon from February 6
1880. It is understood they spent their years of work and considerable part of their pri-
vate means in securing a large endowment for the Jaffna College and establishing and en-
dowing of the two Medical Missions in Jaffna, Ceylon.

We reprint the following editorial which app_gared in the ‘Missionary Herald .’ of May
1900 regarding some help given to the people of Jaffna by the two American ladies:—

Some Help given lo the People of Jalfna by Mary and Maigaret W. Leitch
(An Editorial which appeared in the ‘Missionary Herald'of May 1900)

The story of the Mission Hospital in Madura, given in our March mnumber, is follonfed
this month by an account of the medical work in Jaffna, Ceylon. The funds for the erection
of the larger buildings of the General Medical Mission, and the funds ft?r the }and and
buildings of the Women’s Medical Mission were secured entirely by the Misses Leitch who,
in 1891 turned over to the American Board the property and funds collected for the set-
ting on foot of the General Medical Mission and in 1896 the propert-y and funds collected
for the setting on foot of the Women’s Medical Mission, both as gifts generously agree-
ing also to provide for the expenses of both institutiong for five years.
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They have fulfilled their agreement in providing for the expenses of the General Me-
dical Mission for five years and they have provided for the expenses of the Women’s Medi.
cal Mission for the past four years, *

The efforts of the Misses Leitch continued through many years, in making provision
for this medical work and also in aiding the endowment of the Jaffna College, are greatly
appreciated, and they deserve the hearty thanks of the friends of Missions.

It should be stated that they were appointed in 1896 Honorary Collectors of a For-
ward Movement of the American Board, and since that time they have aided in collecting
considerable sums to relieve the Board from debt and have been earnest and efficient
in promoting its financial interests.

ALL THESE GENEROUS AND SELF-SACRIFICING EFFORTS WERE MADE ENTIRE-
LY AT THEIR EXPENSES.

Foot-note by M. and M. W. Leitch.

We secured $100,000 for the Jaffna College and over $50000 for re-establishment of
the General Medical Mission, — now called the Green Memorial Hospital — and for the esta-
blishing of the Medical Mission for Women --called the McLeod Hospital for Women and
Children.

* That sum was made up and the task completed later on.

Rev. Joseph Kingsbury Sinna-
tamby. Born on 2nd May 1875. After his educa-
tion at Jaffna College, he joined his Alma Mater
as Asst. Lecturer in Mathematics while his father
was Professor of Mathematics in the same College.
About the time Mr. Sinnatamby joined the staff of
Jaffna College, the student volunteer movement
in America was very active and strong. The
movement spread to Jaffna College and a Student
Volunteer Association was organised af Jaffna
College. A foreign field was sought for Christian
work, and Tondi in South India was selected. Mr.

~ Sinnatamby volunteered to be the first missionary.
- Proctor Carpenter of Uduvil, who was one of the
foremost Christian leaders of that time, reported to
have made the following remark from his death
bed on the occasion, ‘‘Look at this young lad.
He has cast his future to the four winds, and is
g%ing out with his little pittance to do God’s work
[ have not heard of a greater sacrifice than of
this young lad”. On his return from India he
joined the ministry of the J.C, 8. 1, U. C. and was
stationed at Pandaterruppu. He began to develop

Rev. J. K. Sinnatamby an all-Jaffna Christian leadership and continued to

grow in it till death called him. He was a Member
of the Board of Directors of Jaffna Cellege, and was appointed its Secretary. When the
Co-operative Movement was in its infancy in Jaffna, he associated himself with that move-
ment and took a leading part in its development. The Chavakachcheri Hospital is a stand-
ing: monument to his untiring efforts to secure medical facilities for the area. That
he was the first unofficial Chairman of the Chavakachcheri Village Committee is an evidence.
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of his popularity amongst all sections of people in Thenmaradchi.
under his managership. The management of the J. C, S, 1. U, C. vernacular Schools was
left in his charge for a number of years. During the latter part of his life Mr. Sinnatamby
was President of the J. C, S. L. U, C. for a number of years and commanded the confidence
of the Council in that capacity till his death. His last piece of work on behalf of the
Council was the founding of a Training School for Vernacular Teachers at Chavakachcheri,
“The Sinnatamby Training School” stands as a monument to his devotion to the Council
and to his affection for Chavakachcheri and especially to the vernacular teachers,

Drieberg School flourished

Nathaniel Niles (Karthigesar)
Born 1803......Died 1882. Born at Pun- '
nalaikadduvan, in his early teens Kar-
thigesar entered a mission primary
school. When the school was converted
into a boarding school, he and seven
of his Hindu fellow students refused
to break bread with the missionaries
for reasons of caste, but had their food
cooked separately and ate it unseen by
the white wmissionary. In 1821 came
the turning point in his life: he was
baptised at Tellippalai Church along
with his schoolmates. These Christian
lads bore the first traits from among
the Hindus of the American Mission’s
Christian Missionary enterprise in Jaffna.
When the Batticotta Seminary was
founded in 1823, Nathaniel Niles was one
of the 48 students who entered it. In
Dr. Paoor, the Principal, Niles found his
gury. And in Niles, after his gradu-
ation, Dr. Miron Winslow, the Lexico-

grapher, found an erudite Tamil scholar, an able collaborator, in his labours as a research
student of the Tamil Language. His knowledze of Tamil, combined with his other gquali-
ties of head and heart, raised Niles to the Headm#ster’s chair of the Uduvil Girls’ Boarding
School, the first national head of the first organised girls’ school in Asia. In 1831 he was
inducted, after a course of preparation in theology, to become a preacher of the A. C. M.
Batticotta Church (Vaddukoddai). After serving at Vaddukoddai he accepted service under.
the Methodist Missionary  Society as preacher at their Church at Oddumadam. He

passed away peacefully on Sept. 23, 1882 leaving as a testament to the succeeding generas
tions of his countrymen the following message:

Nathaniel Niles

“The Missionaries. .civevsinme may all be taken away and the Church left to
stand on us ......... but if the Lord give us grace, we will stand in our lot, come
life, come death. And trusting Fim I will not say ‘I am a child” but rather ‘come
to do all things through Christ who strengtheneth me’ ™.
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e Rey. Saravanamuttu Eliathamby.
" Born 1853 ..... Died 1921.

A little less than a century ago Eliathamby was
born at Atchuvely of staunch Saivite parents of great
influence and culture. Early in his life he was sent
to a primary school in his village, where Bible stories
simply told, formed an integral part of the school’s
curricula, and the young lad came under their mag-
netic influence. In his seventh year the boy's school
career came toan abrupt end. His baptism had led
to this denouncement! He was then sent to a Hindu
savant at Vannarponnai, with whom he spent ten
years in the study of the Tamil Classics and the
Vedanta and Sidhanta systems of Hindu Philosophy.
The wishful thought of his parents that, as a deeper
knowledge of the religion and the literature of
his forebears came to the boy, his interest in his
newly found Master would wane, proved abortive
and  young Eliathamhy’s faith became stronger.
Soon he chose definitely to serve his Master and
s admitted a member of the Tellippallai Church

wWa
in his 18th year.

Rev. Saravanamuttu Eliathamby.

The first appointment he held was the post of a visiting inspector of the Vernacular Schools
he went through a course of Theologi-

in the American Mission field. After a few years.
cal studies for two years and joined the ministry of the Mission. He was ordained as a
full fledged minister in 1884 and took charge of the Pandaterruppu Church. He was at
Pandaterruppu for six years, during which period he deepened the religious life of the
Church very greatly and already gave a foretaste of the great work he was to do as a
Minister.

From 1890 until his death in 1921 he served the Uduvil Church without a break.
Hence, almost his entire ministry was in this Church, and he was instrumental in making the
Uduvil Church to become one of the leading Churches in Jaffna.

His ministry was not confined to this village parish, but to the whole of Jaffna.
Hizs commanding personality, forceful sermems, great wicdem apd deeply religicus  life
were a power to be reckoned with, not only in this Church and all the institutions con-
nected with it, but alse in the entire Chnistian community in Jaffna, particularly of the Ame-
rican Mission field. No obstacle, however great, could quench even a small part of the
ardent zeal for the Gospel and the burning passion for souls of this enthusiastic Evange
list of the Lord. When he mounted the pulpit, his was the voice of the Hebrew prophets of
old adopting an uncompromising attitude against all falsehood, cant and hypoecrisy, and cen-
suring sin in no ambiguous terms. At one moment his listeners, even the greatest in the
land, would quake with fear at the realisation of their own sin and unworthiness. and at
another moment they would be melting into tears and surrendering their lives to God
response to his, pleading full of love and sympathy for them, His was an influence which
few people could withstand. His influence amongst the Hindus was almost equally great,
They respected him highly and were ready to be gnided by him in many matters. In his
approach to them, he sought to convince them that Christ was part and parcel not only
of their personal lives, but also of the national and ecultural life of the country.

in
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In the Jaffna Council of the South India United Church he was a real power. During
the last five vears of his life, he was its President. As in his own Church, here also he
took a bold, firm, and uncompromising stand for Right, Justice and Truth., The Council
remembers to this day with gratitude and thankfulness his inestimable services to it and
its Churches.

When he died on the 31st October, 1921, all Jaffna mourned the death of this
worker and strong son of God. Christians and Hindus alike felt that **a Prince
had fallen in Israel ” and the question was then freely asked: *“Whence comes such another ?”’

Samuel Vaidvanathar Buell. Born 1827..,.. Died 1905.

Vaidyanather was the illustrious scion of a devout orthodox Hindu noble family of
Araly. He was born in 1827 and joined in his youth the Batticotta Seminary for his
education. There, according to custom, he was given an American name and was called
Samuel Buell. During his study at the Seminary he came under the influence of the
Christian Faith and was very much impressed with it. After graduation, he looked after
his farm for a short while; but all this time he was restless because of the inner urge
in him to embrace the Faith, which had left such a strong impress in his mind and
heart, and embrace it he did soon and became a full fledged Christian. Almost immediately
he joined the service of the American Mission and was made a teacher in the school in
his own village and subsequently a preacher and superintendent of the Mission schools.
As a teacher, he was very much valued and helpful. As an inspiring preacher, he was
ever welceme into every home and “moved like a benediction among the villagers carrying
divine gospel” into places where it was then unknown. Soon he became in addition a minis-
tering angel, He studied medicine from Dn Evarts, the talented pupil of Dr. Green, and
in his evangelical tours ministered to the physical ailments of the people also. Fearlessly
and enthusiastically he laboured to alleviate the sufferings of the people and serve them
during the ravages of cholera in 1866, 1876, and 1895. He wu.s also responsible for the
construction of a bigger Church for Araly South without a single cent from the Mission
funds. It is said that even many Hindus attended the services in this Church to hear
him preach. In spite of all the influence his family traditions brought him, in spite of all
hie teaching, preaching and doctoring abilities, and in spite of all his deep scholarship, he
remained a simple man, When he died on the 4th March, 1905, genuine regret was felt and
expressed that a great man and helpful friend had passed away.
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Rev. W. PP. 8§ Nathaniel
Born 1846.—Died 1926.

A scion of forbears who num-
bered among them distinguished Tamil
scholars and  pulavars, of a par

entage of rigid orthodox Hindu “‘Na-
thaniel pothagar,” as he was popularly
known, was born a Hindu and re
mained a Hindu till his 29th year,
holding a lucrative post in the P W.
D. of Ceylon. In the early seventies, in
obedience to a call from on high he
resigned his post and was baptised and
made a catechist in the American Cey:
lon Mission. Ordained in 1831 &s pastor
of the Manipay Church, he remained her
pastor for 35 years. Infirmities of advan.
cing years rendered his severznce from
a large Church necessary and he be-
came pastor of smaller Churches. He
retired in 1918 counting 45 years of
service in His Kingdom.
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NOTE

We have thought it appropriate to put on record
in this Memorial Edition of the Morning Star not
only the history of the paper and ‘its achievements but
also a brief record of some of its patrons, well-wishers
and life subscribers, with their pictures and short notes
concerning them.

We are thankful to those who have helped us
by supplying blocks of their pictures and sharing a
portion of the cost of their publication. We have to
thank also the managers of the Eelakesari and the A. C.
M. Presses for the free loan of some blocks which were
in their possession.

Omissions, there may be, but they are only due
to failure on the part of our friends to respond to
our requests.

The publisher desires once more to render his
grateful thanks to all those who contributed to the
success of the publication, specially to Mr. R. C. Cana-
gasingam, Proctor, for his help in getting up most of
the sections “Mainly About People” and “Lest We For-
get,” to Mr., S. Seenivasagam for all his advice and
help, and to Mr. Lyman S. Kulathungam, our present
joint-editor, for general help in editing this edition.

And to all those who sent us their greetings, our
most grateful thanks,
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