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Truly a Democratic Institution

IT gives me great pleasure to send a message on the occasion of the Diamond
Jub:lee Ce'ebrations of the Colombo Public Library. I have been associated
with the Library from its inception and I am proud to state that it was my
father, the late Mr. E. W. Jayewardene, who first initiated the idea of
providing the residents of Colombo with a Library. 1In 1923 when he was

the member for New Bazaar Ward he moved a motion in the Colombo
Municipal Council to establish a Fublic Library. He also served on the

first Public Library Committee.

If my father could see the progress of the Library since 1925 I am certain he
would be very happy that he initiated such an institution in spite of
all the draw backs at the time.

Beginning as it did with only a Lending Library, a Reading Room and a
small Reference Library, it now has expanded to be a system with a network
of Branch Libraries, Mobile Libraries, Children’s Libraries, Audio

Visual Library, Braille Library, etc. The Book Box Project which

serves the slum children gives a very unique service.

Libraries are very important in the development of man—a public

library is more so because it serves all the people irrespective of age,

class, race or religion. It is truly a democratic institution helping to uplift
the quality of the life of the people.

The Colombo Public Library has been able to meet the demands made on it

i the past; it is meeting the demands of the present, and I am certain

that it will be able to move with confidence into the future and meet the demands
of the new century.

I am happy to state that the present library building is also the result of the
endeavours made by my Government, and I must mention here the dynamic
role played by the Prime Minister in the construction of the building so
quickly. :

I am certain that with Mayor Sirisena Cooray at the helm of office in the
Council and with the guidance given at all times by the Prime Minister, who
8 also the Minister of Local Government, the Library will continue to be a
vital organisation serving the cultural, educational and informational

needs of the citizens of Colombo.

I wish the Chief Librarian Mrs. Ishvari Corea and her staff all success in
the continuation of this work.

J. R. Jayewardene
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A Dynamic and Vital Institution

THE Diamond Jubilee of the Colombo Public Library is indeed a notable
event in the civic life of Colombo. The history of this Library dates back to
May 1923 when the late Mr. E. W. J ayewardene the father of His Excellency
J. R. Jayewardene, President moved a motion in the Colombo Municipal
Council to establish a Library for the free use of the citizens of Colombo.
However the Library Project did not materialise due to lack of funds. It was
the great philanthropist the late Mr. James Fernando Sri Chandrasekara

who made the Colombo Public Library a reality by donating his house

“Siri Nivasa™ the present official residence of the Mayor of Colombo.,

In 1980 the Library was housed in the spacious and impressive building
which was specially constructed for the purpose. Since then the services
rendered by the Library have improved considerably. Audio Visual services
to children, adults and the blind have been inaugurated. The number of
branch Libraries have been increased. The Mobile Library Service has been
strengthened with the addition of a unique service to serve the children in

the slum and shanty areas.

Over the years the Library has emerged as a dynamic and vital institution
committed to the welfare of people of all age groups and all communities.

It provides information on every discipline relevant to the technological and
scientific development of our times; yet, not forgetting the cultural aspirations
of the people.

I have been associated with this Library since my school days as a user of

the Library and later on as a Member of the Colombo Municipal Council.

As Minister of Local Government Housing and Construction, I was able

to ensure the successful completion of the new Library Building. I note with
pleasure that under the guidance of the Mayor Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray and
the members of the Colombo Municipal Council the Library Services are
being expanded.

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee let me congratulate the Chief Librarian
Mrs. Ishvari Corea and her dedicated staff for the yeoman services rendered

by them. I wish the Colombo Public Library many more successes as it
prepares to face the challenges of the 21st century.

R. Premadasa
Prime Minisier
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Not only its Community but the Whole Nation

IT us with great pleasure that I am sending this message to the Souvenir
published to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of the Public Library.
Much has been achieved by the Librarians during these siaty years with the
advice and guidance given by many distinguwished and eminent persons who
have served as Mayors, Members of the Council, the Public Library
Commiatiee and the Commissioners.

The opening of the Public Library new building in 1980 has become a great
boon to the people of Colombo. All those patrons using the Library

should be grateful to Hon. Ranasinghe Premadasa our Prime Minister

for this building. The Library now has many major programmes to give
better facilities to the public including services to the visually handicapped,
audio-visual services, well organised extension activities and a good net-work
of branch libraries, mobile libraries, and the unique Book Box Project.

During the past 60 years the Library has served not only its community but
the whole nation. T'll the National Library Services Board came to function
in the nineteen seventies this Library functioned unofficially as the National
Library for the entire country, and still continues to help all those who ask
for help.

During this Diamond Jubilee year the Council intends to grant 60 scholar-
ships to the poorest of the poor living in Colombo to aid in their education.

I hope also to computerise the resources of the Library so that it will be able
to keep pace with the development of the country and reach out to all who
need information and knowledge.

Mrs. Ishvari Corea the Chief Librarian with her wealth of knowledge and
experience has been an asset to the Library. She herself has completed

39 years of service and should be commended for making this institution what

it is today. It is chiefly through her efforts and the efforts of her devoted staff
that the Library now reaches out effectively to more people than ever before.

I must first of all say a special thank you to His Excellency J. R. Jayewardene,
for sending a message to be included in this Souvenir inspite of

his heavy and onerous duties especially at this point of time when the country

18 going through much trouble. My grateful thanks also go to

Hon. R. Premadasa for sending a message in spite of his very busy schedule.

I must also thank all those other persons who sent messages to this Souvenir.

My sincere thanks go also to the Deputy Mayor, other members of the Council,
members of the Library Committee, Mr. K. T. D. Tissera, Commissioner,

the Heads of Departments and all other Municipal employees for their
assistance in making this event a success. '

I must also express my sincere thanks to all those numerous well

wishers who have by active assistance and participation helped us to conduct
successfully the various events organised as part of the Jubilee Celebrations.
Thew are too many to mention individually, but on behalf of the Colombo
Municipal Council, and on my own behalf, I thank them most sincerely.

B. Sirisena Cooray
Mayor of Colombo.
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Creating an Educated and Just Society

From yore both in the oriental and occidental world, the march of civilization
brought in its wake the rise of seats of learning. An immediate corollary of
this was the establishment of libraries such as the Alexandrian, Pergamon,
Nalanda and Thaksala, and the advent of well-known librarians in the calibre
of the famous Callimachus. Equally famous in the east were scholars of no
mean repute like Pannini who can be termed as the “father of Grammar” and
a bibliographer of bibliographies. Sri Lanka too can boast of a rich Library
service which dates back to hundreds of years and the appearance of erudite
scholars. There is no doubt that these eminent personalities would have had
the influence of libraries to pursue their talents.

It can aptly be termed that the establishment of libraries means the opening
of the doors of wisdom. The nucleus of the library service has germinated
tn our society for such a long period that Sri Lanka can be proud that its
population has become a literary oriented educated public that can compete
with any other nation. Perhaps libraries may have played a dominant role
in creating such an educated nation.

The Colombo Public Library too has a long history extending to a period of

60 years. I can still recollect my school days when I had the good opportu-
ity to be a member of this august institution and spend happy hours browsing
through its valuable collection. I can also remember the reprimand I got
from the lLibrarian for scribbling on books. Since then the intervening years
have mellowed me to become a duty conscious citizen and I am happy that

the Public Library has come to be recognized as a national institution
imparting knowledge to create an educated and just Society.

I wish the Chief Librarian Mrs. Ishvari Corea and her staff all good wishes
tn the continuation of this excellent work.

M. Hussain Mohamed
Deputy Mayor of Colombo.
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The Council can be Justly Proud .

I am very happy to send this message on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations of the Colombo Municipal Public Library.

I have been personally connected with the Library for the last thirty-five years,
first as a student, then as an officer of the Colombo Municipal Council and
now as Municipal Commissioner, Colombo.

The whole nation in general and the citizens of Colombo especially, should
forever be grateful to the late Justice E. W. Jayewardene the father of
His Excellency J . R. Jayewardene, President of Sri Lanka for having initi-
aied action to open a public library in Colombo sizty years ago.

Our gratitude also goes to Hon’ble The Prime Minister, R. Premadasa for
having been insirumental in constructing the new building and helping us to
provide better facilities to the patrons.

The Mayor and the Colombo Municipal Council can be justly proud of the
wide range of valuable services rendered by the library during the past few
- years, making the library truly a Library System serving all in the community.

Eaxtension services have been sirengthened with the addition of the long felt
need for an Audio Visual Service, and it is proving to be very popular both
among the children as well as the adulis. Other special services to children
have been possible and the Children’s Library is a hive of activity during
the week-ends and school holidays. The Book Box Project to the under-
privileged children belonging to low-income families is a tremendous success
while the Mobile Library Service continues to be very much in demand.
Swpecial mention must be made of the services rendered to the physically
disabled and the yeoman service given to the visually defective.

I take this opportunity to pay a special tribute io Mrs. Ishvari Corea, the
Chief Librarian, under whose stewardship the Library has risen to this
stature and I also like to place on record my appreciation of the services
rendered by her staff.

K. T. D. Tissera
Municipal Commissioner
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. . . to Spearhead the Library Movement in Sri Lanka.

IT is with much pleasure that I send this Message that is being published
in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of the Colombo Public Library.

No nation can live in isolation today, and to afford access to the rapidly
growing knowledge in all disciplines in most countries an efficient library
system is essential.

This Library has assumed leadership not only in the field of public libraries
but also in the field of other educational, cultural and informational insti-
tutions of the couniry. It has over the years inspite of many difficulties
provided a variety of services to its patrons including facilities for the visually
handicapped and the under privileged.

The Library moved to its present premises five years ago and since then it has
gone beyond the norm of public libraries, and numerous other extra activities
Jor both the child and the adult. The country should be eternally grateful

io the Hon. R. Premadasa, Prime Minister for the interest taken by him in
the construction of this butlding.

The Ministry us proud of the Colombo Public Library and the achievement
of the Chief Librarian, Ishvari Corea and her staff. 1 personally hope that
it will continue to spearhead the library movement in Sri Lanka.

I have no doubt the Mayor, the Council and the Municipal Commissioner

will go on promoting supporting and encouraging the activities of the Library
for the further benefit of its patrons.

I wish the Public Library every success.

R. Paskaralingam
Secretary,
Ministry of Local Government,
Housing and Construction.
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... efficient staff dedicated to the esteemed principles of

the profession is also a vital need

THE Colombo Public Library can be described as an institution which played
an important role in the educational and cultural renaissance of Sri Lanka
during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. ~As the premier Public

Library of the country it has rendered yeoman service not only to the general
public of Colombo but also to the entire population of Sri Lanka.

We live in a age where scientific knowledge is expanding in leaps and bounds.
The task of disseminating this knowledge has become the responsibility of
Librarians. As a result Librarianship is considered an important vocation
in the modern world. The Libraries have a great responsibility towards
uplifting the social, educational and economic conditions of the people
especially in developing countries like Sri Lanka.

Setting up a great library is not an easy task. In addition to other
contributing factors, efficient staff dedicated to the esteemed principles of the
profession 18 also a vital need. The success of a library cannot be measured
by its impressive buildings or comfortable surroundings. More important
18 the efficient service provided in keeping with its objectives. In this
process a dedicated leadership with clear philosophy and proper planning
becomes an essential pre-requisite for the well-being of the library. The
Colombo Public Library is fortunate in having a Librarian of

Myrs. Ishvari Corea’s calibre to fulfill these obligations.

Wishing Colombo Public Library every success.

Sugunadasa Athukorale
Chairman,
Sri Lanka National Library Services Board.



... a Great Discipline . ey

I am very happy indeed that I have been requested to send a message on the
60th anniversary of the Public Library.

The Public Library of Colombo is an institution that brings nostalgic memories
to me as much as to most adults of this city. As a ‘university entrance’
student (as of G.C.E. (A/L) was called in my student days) I used to frequent
the public library to complete the assignmenis that were set by my teachers.
Without the help of the Public Library, it was well nigh impossible to keep
up with the work and be a step ahead. When I look back on those good old
school-boy days I think that the public library brought to me not only wider
knowledge but a great discipline which I make use of even foday. %ke
ability to concentrate; to mainiain hushed silence and to sit long hours on a
particular job is a training that began at the Public Library in my case.

The transfer of this training is of utmost importance in my official life
today. The facilities that this great institution provides for the young
students of this city today are very much greater in its new and spacious
premises.

For expanding its services and improving its conditions, this city owes a debt
of gratitude to the Mayor and the Municipality and the Librarian herself.

The students of this city and around it number nearly 200,000. A good
percentage of this number mostly those in the higher }Iorms make use of this
Public Library even more than their own school libraries, for various reasons.
It has helped the Education Department of Colombo more than most other -
institutions, for it can well be said that next to their own schools, it is the
Public Library that comes to the assistance of our children in their quest for
knowledge.

Without knowledge a country cannot develop. The leadership of a country
depends heavily on its knowledge factor. Whether in industry, commerce,
agriculture, politics or any other field, knowledge is the key factor. In the
acquisition of this most essential ingredient in the development of the country
students depend on the services of libraries. Of these public libraries we are
proud to hear, that Colombo’s Public Library is one of the best in Asia with
over three million books.

Today it is under the gentle and efficient direction of Mrs. Ishvari Corea.
She has expended her energies to its expansion and guided its destines in the
most commendable manner. May I wish in this Diamond Jubilee Year
that the services rendered by the Public Library expand and flourish in the
years lo come.

K. S. Palihakkara
Director of Education,
Colombo Region.
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Living Institution . . .

THE City of Colombo with its Mayor and its citizens can indeed be proud
of its Public Library which is said to be one of the best of its kind in this
part of the world. In October this year it will be celebrating its 60th anni-
versary and I am pleased and honoured to have been called upon to send a
message for publication in the Commemorative Souvenir.

This Library which started sixty years ago, we are told, had only

94 members at the beginning and now the membership is said to have
grown to 60,000 and more. I am glad and proud to have been ome of its
members during my student days nearly thirty five years ago and I am
thankful to the Library and its founders and to all those who rendered
service there to generations of young and old students alike.

Many public spirited gentlemen have been respomsible for this hallowed
institution and like many an oak it began small but today thdt living
institution has grown and flowered and is housed in a large and spacious
building with all modern amenities and facilities tnviting all passers by.

Let the young generation be attracted into its sacred precincts and imbibe

the wisdom of the ages in the continwing evolution of the human race till we
all reach the Omega point of all history.

+ Nicholas Marcus Fernando,

Archbishop of Colombo.



Making our Nation more & more an Enlightened one . . .

IT is a great privilege for me to be associated in the message of the
Commemorative Souvenir in connection with the Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions of the Colombo Public Library. A Library stands as a silent, but an
eloquent witness io what knowledge and good learning can be to a people,
and the Colombo Public Library has been a place where from the loftiest to
the lowliest of our citizens have imbibed knowledge and learning and have
been led to a recognition of the right values and right priorities of life. We
look forward to this Library, continually renewed with good books, serving
our people as a fountain that will quench the thirst for enlightenment and
understanding.

After having served our people for siz decades, may this Library continue
to serve our people of all ages and languages in making our nation more
and more an enlightened one and in that enlightenment become a nation of
brothers and sisters caring for one another and serving one another for the
good of all.

" + Swithin Colombo
Bishop of Colombo.
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A Living Vibrant Symbol

IT is with pleasure that I send this message on the memorable occasion of
the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of the Colombo Public Library.

Books are the eyes of mankind, they illuminate our path, give direction to
our thinking, help us develop a sense of values and indeed they are our
friends for all seasons.

The Public Library—architecturally imposing and lending a peculiar lustre
to the Capital—is indeed a temple of learning, and in its hall one finds the
visible expressions of the culture and heritage of the nation.

A library in modern times is called upon to perform a multitude of
Junctions. It has to cater to the needs of the inquiring youngsters keen on
knowing more and more about the expanding universe; it has to satisfy the
curiosity of students both young and old, and above all it has to assuage the
hunger of those yearning for light and more light.

The Library is a living vibrant symbol that stands for the expansion of the
mind, for the development of personality and above all for savouring the
harmony that wpholds the field of diversity.

The public library has been fulfilling its role efficiently in the past and
‘there s no doubt that it will continue to be a beacon light to one and all, now
and always.

I am happy to offer my congratulations and felicitations on the eventful
and unigue occasion.

Swami Prematmananda
Vice President

Ramakrishna Mission (Ceylon Branch)
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Excellent Services have been rendered . .

IT is a pleasure to be associated with the Colombo Municipal Council on this
important occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Public Library
scheduled to be held on 1st October, 1985.

The establishment of public libraries in any country means the opening of the
doors of wisdom to both the children and adults. The nucleus of the Library
Service has germinated in the Sri Lankan Society for such a long period that
Sri Lankans could be proud that their population has become a literary oriented
educated public who could compete-with any other nation of the World.

The magnificent Public Library ceremonially opened by His Excellency the
President and the Hon’ble Prime Minister on the 17th of December, 1980, is
described as one of the best of its kind in South East Asta. It holds within its
fold all features of an ulira modern library. It has a large stock of books
available to the readers in a medium of individual choice. Its spacious study
room, consisting of 300 seats is the most popular spot of study in the City,

which is proved by long and winding queues formed outside the library building
every morning. The demand has been so great that strict security has to be
enforced to ensure first come first served basis for admission into the study room.
Originally the Public Library consisted of the Reference Section and the Lending

Section, but today it is a fully equipped one inclusive of a Audio Visual
Section, a Mobile Library and an Auditorium.

There are several books available at this Library, written on Islamic Culture
and Islamic Civilization which are very useful to the Muslims who form a large
section of the population of the City of Colombo.

I am indeed proud to state that immense excellent services have been rendered by

the Public Library of Colombo to all the communities of Sri Lanka during the
last sixty years.

Finally I hope that this August Institution will play a Key role in society for
generations to come as it does now.

M. H. M. Mansoor
Acting Director,
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs.
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New Dimensions in Sri Lankan Society

IT gives me great pleasure to felicitate the Public Library Colombo on its
Diamond Jubilee this year.

The Colombo Municipal Council has always been in the forefront of
community service, under which the Public Library has figured prominently,
being an integral part of such service.

The service rendered by the Public Library in this context is very well
known, and for which the public is truly grateful to the City Fathers led by
His Worship Mr. Sirisena Cooray, under the patronage of the Hon. Prime
Minister Mr. R. Premadasa whose dedication to the upliftment of the living
of the poor has brought along new dimensions in Sri Lankan Society.

1t has been told many a time that reading maketh a full man. The best way
to tmprove and enrich ones vocabulary s to read widely.

I wish the Public Library of Colombo many years of service to the Nation.

Ariya Goonatilleke
Chairman
Local Government Service
Commission,
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Geared to Provide an Efficient Service

THIS year we celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of the Colombo Public Library System
and I am happy to state positively that throughout these swxty fruttful years an

immeasurable service has been provided not only to the citizens of Colombo but to
the entire nation.

With the inauguration of the new building in December 1980, the library has expanded
s resources and services to meet the demands of iis patrons. As an information
resource cenire, no longer limited to books only, the Library has access to information
Jrom many sources and is therefore able to provide information on a wide range of
subjects. To keep pace with the accelerated development in our country,

our aim is to see that the Colombo Public Library System is geared to provide an
efficient service.

On this vmportant occasion I think it is fitting to remember with gratitude the services
rendered by Mr.T'. Reid, the Chairman of the Colombo Municipal Council in 1925,
the Councillors of the time, including the late Mr. E. W. Jayewardene, Q.C., the then
member for New Bazaar Ward. It was the latter who initiated the establishment

of a free library for the citizens of Colombo. It is also correct for me to recall the
generosity of the late James Fernando Sri Chandrasekera the well known philan-
thropist who helped to inaugurate the Public Library.

We should also remember with deep gratitude the vital role played by the Hon.
Ranasinghe Premadasa, our Prime Minister and Minister of Local Governmeni

in the construction of this present building without which we could never have given
the services we give today.

It us also right to remember the past two librarians, the late Mr. S. C. Blok, the
pioneer of the Public Library movement in Sri Lanka and his successor Mr. D. C.
G. Abeywickrema who piloted the destiny of the Library in its early stages.

My special thanks go to Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray, Mayor of Colombo and Chairman,
Public Library Commiattee, for his constant help and advice in the management of
the Library.

My sincere thanks go to the Deputy Mayor, the other members of the

Council and the members of the Library Committee for their help at all times.

I am very grateful to Mr. K. T. D. Tissera, Munacipal Commissioner for his
guidance and encouragement. I must also say a special word of thanks to the Heads
of Departments and the staff of the Colombo Municipal Council.

I also wish to thank Mr. B.S. Cooray, the Municipal Printer, Mr. Lionel Perera

in particular and the other staff of the Municipal Printing Press for seeing this
publication through.

My thanks are also due to the well wishers who have assisted us in numerous ways,
and whose names cannot be mentioned individually as they are too numerous to

be recorded here.

I am indeed very grateful to all those who sent messages and articles to be published

in this souvenir.

I should not fail to acknowledge the debt of gratitude which I owe to the

Maha Sangha for their advice at all times.

My deep gratitude and very sincere thanks go to all the members of the library staff
without whose co-operation and assistance the library could not be what it is today,

and I regret my inability to mention each and everyone of them by name.

Ishvari Corea
Chief Librarian
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RETREAT

A short story by

PUNYARKANTE WIJENAIKE

FROM the shelter of his avase he watched
the rain fall steadily upon the hill. Though
he strained his eyes upward he could not see
the image house nestling within the womb of
the rock upon the summit, for a white mist
curled round it. For two whole days he had
been unable to climb the slippery stone steps
built into the hill. Nor had he been able to
hold the daily offering-ceremony under the
bodhi tree in the compound within which his
avase stood. He had watched many storms
upon the hill but now, suddenly, he was
afraid of the lightning and the thunder.
Each time the thunder rumbled, he imagined
that the great rock which held his vihare had
loosened its hold on the earth, and was
tumbling down upon his head.

‘The new priest was due to arrive in an
hour’s time. This thought struck him as
lightning had onee struck a tree close to where
he now stood. Indeed, he seemed to quiver
in the heat of its flash. The Superintendent
of the estate within which his temple stood
had told him that a new priest had been
invited to share his temple for the three-
month period of retreat, the Vas season when
it rained nearly every day and monks obeyed
the injunction to remain indoors.

He looked about him. Yes, he could no
longer shut his eyes to the fact that soon the
seclusion of his little world upon the hill
would be intruded upon... He saw, as if
afresh, that the walls of his humble living
quarters had been brightened by a coat of
white lime-wash. Gay, new matting covered
the grey cement floors. In the spare room
was a new bed, spread with freshly laundered

linen from the Superintendent’s own house,
A mosquito net hung from the rafters, and a
new glass-fronted cupboard held bottles of
sweetmeats, sugar, coffee, and tea. The fact
that these bottles were not placed in the
dining room meant that they were for the
new priest alone. There were fresh towels,
and a writing table with a felt top stood near
the window. He went up to this, but did
not touch it. The window looked out on a
bubbling stream in which he was used to
bathing. But now, how could he bathe there
again, knowing that at the conclusion of the
retreat he would have to face the new priest
upon a platform raised upon this stream, and
each would have to sonfess to the other his
innermost thoughts and wrong-doings. ..
The hard shell he had built around himself,
this permanent retreat he had sought in the
loneliness of the hill, would be shattered .. .

He went into the preaching hall, where he
had so seldom preached. Here too new
matting had been laid down, and the platform
pamted. The old Vesak lanterns he had
hung as decorations on the rafters had been
removed, and flung on the rubbish heap.
In their place were new flags, and leaf
decorations.

He retired into his dark hole of a room, and
shut the door. Here, at least, nothing had
been touched; no white wash, no new bed,
nothing. He sat down upon his bed made of
crude, cheap wood interlaced with coir rope.
In a cupboard made of box wood was a
chipped jug, a tin mug, a blackened kettle,
and a rusty begging bowl. Crumpled in a
corner was an unwashed robe and a towel.
There was no mosquito net.

He had always resented the indifferent
service rendered him by the Superintendent,
but today he hated him. That writing table
In the new priest’s room was the final insult

..(.ia cruel reminder, a beginning to his
end ...

_The temple bell rang out loudly above the
hiss of the rain. He opened his door and
ran out, bare headed, into the wind and the
rain, tripping over his yellow robe as it
slipped off his shoulder. He had been
ordained a priest as a child, and yet he had



not trained himself to keep the robe steady
upon his shoulder. . . The acolyte, Piyatissa,
was tugging at the bell rope. He cuffed him
hard, but the boy went on ringing as if he
did not fear the priest any longer.

‘The Superintendent mahatmaya asked to
test the bell, to see if it works’.

“You know it works,’ said the old priest
grimly. How dare he place the orders of a
layman before the orders of the temple
priest? He was a priest, was he not? Did
they not see his shaven head, his yellow robe?

He went into the awvase again, and sat
down on a chair in the verandah. In his
rage he did not see the water that dripped
from the hem of his robe on to the new
matting.

‘Suvaminwanse, you are dripping water all
over the matting,” cried the boy imperti-
nently.

He ignored the boy. He sat instead and
looked about his temple, his aramaya, as if
seeing it for the first time in fifteen years.
The rain slid off the heart-shaped leaves of
the bodhi, and down the walls of the court-
yard built around it. There was no dagoba,
but there was everything else that was part
of any temple. There was water tapped
from the stream, and a latrine; a store house,
and a compound overgrown with a mixture
of grass and herbs. And of course the vihare,
the image house up within the rock. It was
a temple built for one priest, who wished to
be alone. And yet the laity who looked after
him were not thinking of his wishes. With-
out consulting him the Superintendent had
invited a young priest...to destroy him
completely in the eyes of the people.

He saw the Superintendent come up the
hill. He began to walk about the temple,
inspecting it, ignoring the babbling of the
old priest. Presently the old priest ceased
grumbling and fell into sullen, smouldering
resentment. Yes, though he was unfortu-
nate enough to have his temple within an
estate there was no need for its Superin-
tendent to act as if the temple too came
under his supervision.

‘Have you a better, cleaner cloth than the
one laid upon the dining table? The new
Suvaminwanse is not accustomed to eating
off a soiled cloth.’

A hot flush crept up his neck, touching the
veins standing upon his shaven head. He
went into his room and flung open the crude
doors of his poor cupboard. ‘You can see I
have no second cloth. You gave me two,
long ago, but there are theives in this temple.
I complain about this over and over again,
but no one takes note. There are thieves in
the temple.’

*You say this of every boy I send to serve
vou. This one is no different to the others.
He is no thief,” said the Superintendent.

‘You send me thieves,’ said the old priest,
stubbornly. He set his thin lips together,
his gaunt frame stood tall.

“And have up no spoons, no plates, no cups
and saucers? And how is it that the new
wicks in the oil stove are already burnt down
to nothing?’

‘The boy leaves the flame burning day and
night. As for plates and cups and saugeers, I
told you there are thieves here,’ said 1{}9 old
priest violently. ‘Why, 1 cannot keep a
thambili for long on a tree?’ g Syl

‘The boy does not go near the stove. He
says you have asked him not to,’ said the
Superintendent. ‘He says he does not want
to live here any more. But I have persuaded
him to, now that the new priest is coming.’

The old priest stood tall, but he feared the
undercurrent of hostility in the voice of the
Superintendent.

‘The people around these parts are not kind
people,” he burst out, like a child in pain.
‘And so their children, too, are like seeds
from a rotten tree ...

The Superintendent looked away, his face
cold. He spoke quietly, as if exercising great
control. ‘The people complain about this
temple all the time. Not only the workers
on the estate, but the village people too.

a3



They say they have no true priest nor temple
to turn to in time of need—’

‘Even on a Poya day they are too lazy to
climb the hill,’ cried the priest. ‘So how do
they know what kind of a temple and what
kind of a priest they have? Only a handful
of old women come now and then.  Perhaps
only old women with pains in their knees can
climb up the steps . . .’

But his bitterness seemed lost on the
Superintendent, who turned away and
hurried down the steps. The old priest
gazed after him, and new fear rose within him
that he had said the wrong thing. Yes, the
new priest had come. He looked down the
hill. A car halted and men, women, and
children gathered about it, dressed in white
as if it were a Poya day.

The new priest came up the steps. Even
the rain ceased for a moment, as if in wel-
come. He wastall and young, and moved
with a quiet, steady strength, the robes neat
about his body. Yes, this was the first
thing fear showed him, the firm way the robe
covered the shoulder of the young priest.

Together they sat down for the noon meal.
In the fifteen years he had spent upon the
hill, this was the first time he had not eaten
alone, and he could not hring himself to set
his plate upon the table along with the plate
of the new priest. Instead he spread a
handkerchief upon his lap, and placed his
plate upon it. He bent his head and picked
at his food, nibbling a little of this and of
that ... He was overcome by the richness
and quantity of the dane served. First came
the rice and the curries, then sweetmeats and

fruit, biscuits and cheese, curd and honey.
Coffee and betel followed. The new priest
ate a little of everything served him in an
unhurried manner, but the old priest felt
sick. It was as if his stomach knotted itself
in protest at the richness of the food and the
people who pressed around, dishing this and
that on to his plate. He nibbled in tense
silence, feeling that this bounty was not for
him, but for the other priest. By their
presence in the temple, by the good food they
served, the people were telling him in a way
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better than words, that here, at last, was the
kind of priest they wanted.

When the people went away and quiet
came back to the temple, the young priest
sat at the desk in his room and began to
scribble notes from a book he held in one
hand. The old priest hovered uncertainly
outside his door, his curiosity getting the
better of his pride. He had heard that the
young priest was clever and learned, having
studied Sanskrit, Pali, English and Sinhala
at a University. He had chosen to tread the
path of learning and teaching rather than the
Vipassana dura, path of lonely meditation
and self-improvement. The old priest had
no love for letters, nor for language. Nor
was he given to deep thought and meditation.
After the noon meal he usually slept an hour,
but now he dared not do this in the presence
of the young priest. More than the priest,
it was the desk that disturbed his peace. It
reminded him of a past he wanted to forget.
I't had belonged to the man who had fathered
him, a man who had once owned these many
acres of rubber which surrounded his temple.

It reminded him of his mother too, and of
the day he had stood with her before this
desk many, many years ago. He had been
but a child then, and awed by the big
bungalow inside which he had not been per-
mitted until that day. His mother was poor.
He lived with her in a crowded labourer’s
hut, but his father lived alone in the big
house upon the hill. His father had been
reading and writing in the same manner as
the young priest, but with a pen of gold, the
day he and his mother had confronted him.
He had not been pleased to see them. He
had given his mother some money, and then
they had gone back to the hovel she lived in.
And the next day his mother had told him
with sad eyes that she would have to offer
him to a temple, as an astrologer had pre-
dicted that he would suffer an early death.
In her simple ignorance she had believed that
people would accept a lie, that she could save
him from death if she had him ordained. He
Lememlz;ared how he had cried and clung to

er, and yet they had taken him aw
shaved his head and put the yello;"‘ryrﬁ%(el
upon his scrawny body. He had been but
eight years old then, he remembered. The



priest in the temple had tried to teach him
letters and to read and to write, but in the
end he had let him alone. He had allowed
him to perform simple tasks, such as cleaning
and sweeping, and the general looking after
of the temple. And these tasks he conti-
nued to perform even after he became an
adult, for he had grown up with a hatred for
reading and writing. The sight of books
reminded him of his father, who had
discarded him as if he had been an unfit
object. Later, though he knew his mother
had lied about the horoscope, that she too
had discarded him as illegitimate, he did not
feel the same hatred towards her as he did
towards his father. She had been poor, with
many more mouths to feed. And there had
been the anger of the man who had fathered
her other children. Yes, of the two he
preferred his mother. He preferred to do
the same simple tasks that she had done, in
the only home he had known for a brief
while. . .

The Superintendent knew his story. Just
before his father died and a company took
over the running of the estate, he had built
this lonely temple upon the hill, and installed
his son within it. It was as if he had tried
to make his conscience amends. And he had
asked the Superintendent to look after him,
and make him a monthly allowance. But
he had not been happy with the Superin-
tendent. No one had asked him to go. Yet
he knew well how they thought of him.
Never once had they made him feel a priest,
though outwardly the people and tke
Superintendent showed veneration to the
robe he wore. Only a couple of old women
climbed the hill to see him, his aged mother
one of them. And he had preferred loneli-
ness, too... Now, by inviting this new
priest, the Superintendent was openly be-
traying the trust his father had placed in him.
Though it was only for three months, a
stranger would intrude into the seclusion
created for him alone . . .

The sun set, cast gold shadows over the
hill. The rain clouds had gone, momentarily.
People began to climb the steps again, men,
women and children dressed in white. The
old priest retired to his room, and shut the
door.

But the young priest called out to him.
“You are the priest of this aramaya, how can
I receive the people alone?’

‘I thought they had made ready only one
chair,” the old priest could not help saying.

The old priest spoke to the people first.
It was the first time in years' that he had
delivered a sermon, and he found he was
sweating with the effort. He spoke in a
sing-song manner, letting his voice rise and
fall so that it seemed impressive and hid the
simplicity of his words. He knew no bi
words nor meanings and he was suddenly
ashamed of this. He paused now and then,
to lean over and clear his mouth of betel
juice into the spittoon. Next he paused to
clear his throat... He ended by asking,
on a note of sarcasm, whether his listeners’
feet were strengthened by climbing the hill
after their long absence . . .?

Silence greeted him when he finished. The
people sat still, their faces expressionless.
One old woman slept, snoring, with her
mouth wide open.

Then the young priest began to speak. He
sEoke in a gentle, persuasive voice, first to
the old woman who slept. ‘Ah, the Achchi-
amma is weary. She must have been look-
ing after the grand-children. Give her a
pillow, someone, and then she will be able to
hear my words when she sits in comfort.’

The old priest was astonished. Surely, he
thought, more merit would be earned if the
people sat in discomfort? That they were
ready to undergo suffering in order to listen
to a sermon, should not that in itself be a
source of merit? It was the old woman’s
loss if she could not bear a little discom-
fort ... He saw that the words of the
young priest had been answered with smiles,
especially among the young. This was not
good. A temple was not meant for enter-
tainment. If they wanted to smile they
should go and see a film, or some other form
of foolish amusement—

But the young priest went on as if he had
not seen the smiles, nor heard a giggle. In
fact he invited the people to come closer to
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him, so that he would not need to rai§e his
voice. He invited them to question him on
what he said to them. They took him at his
word. Whereas before, they had sat in
withdrawn silence, now they moved here and
there, and the young especially questioned
the priest as if he were one of them. The
young priest encouraged such talk, skilfully
drawing this one and that one out to talk
about personal problems that had nothing
to do with the temple... And he invited
some to come and learn Pali, Sanskrit or
Sinhala . . . until it seemed to the bewildered
old priest that the people had taken over his
temple, and it was they who talked and he
who was forced to listen.

Halfway through, he got up, and left the
preaching hall. It was his body that felt
stiff from sitting and listening. In anger he
slammed his door loudly. When silence
followed him, he was glad. Perhaps now
they would leave his temple, and go. He
hoped he had struck the young priest with
his anger too.

He waited in his room until an hour had
gone by. Then he came out. There was
only the young priest and himself and the
boy left. The people had gone. The boy,
seeing his eyes upon him, slunk away behind
a pillar. But the young priest sat unper-
turbed, reading by the light of the strong
new electric light the Superintendent had
had put in that morning.

The old priest made ready for the third
ceremony of the day, the evening pooja at
the bodhi tree. It was a ritual he never
forgot. He curled his thin lips. Doubtless
the young priest was not interested in such
matters. Apparently he only wanted to
read books, and show off his knowledge to
the people . . .

“The pooja is done,’ said the young priest,
looking up from his book. ‘I thought you
were unwell, and performed it myself.’

The old priest opened his mouth to speak,
and shut it again. He retired into his room,
and shut the door again. Yes, they had
told the young priest to gradually take over
his duties until they had.a real priest, not
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one with a background like his . . . His mind
whirled. The night wore on as he sat sleep-
less.

The days went on, interspersed with rain
and brief bursts of sunshine. More and more
the old priest kept to his room, feeling it to
be the last refuge left him. Onece a day he
would drag himself out for the daily dane,
but that was all. He felt the temple gradu-
ally going out of his hands into the hands of
the young priest who had chosen to be
ordained because he had a vocation for it . . .
the training for it. He saw clearly, more
than any one else could, the difference bet-
ween himself and the young priest.

Yes, he saw too clearly how the temple
had come alive. Daily the bell rang, people
came and went freely, and flags flew on the
hill. The young priest always rose before
dawn, and swept the gvase and compound
clean. When the old priest came out and
saw this he would put a hand to his hip and
groan about a pain that had prevented him
from rising early... Yet he knew the
young priest was not deceived, though he
spoke no word against him.

They did not speak much with each other,
the old priest and the young one. As for the
Superintendent, he scarcely spoke two words
to the old priest now. But he spoke in
whispers with the young priest, and each
tune he did so, the old priest would go into
his room and shut his door and moan loudly.
Then one or the other would knock upon his
door, and asking him if he were il But he
would only moan somewhat more, and hope
that they would cease speaking of him,

He saw that the youn riest did no
the interference of th% pSuperinten(f}:eI:: eIilIE
temple matters. As a result new Pipes were
laid, and new lights instglled, so that at night
the hill glowed like the sky on a Poya night
And it came to his ears that the cobra he
had nurtured in the cave had been chased

away, and now even little chil
visit his vihare in safety. tldren could

: gndhso the three months drew to an end
and the old priest now watched the prE:i
parations being made for the final confession



and ceremony that would mark the end of
his life upon the hill. For he was convinced
that it was the end for him, that the young
priest would stay on in the temple at the
request of the people. It was no longer his
private, exclusive temple. His father’s
wishes ilad not been carried out. Yes, they
would not let the young priest go, now that
they had savoured his words, his learning, his
ways. Now that he had made the temple
accessible to all.

It was he who would have to go, or stay
and take a second position to the young
priest. And this he was not willing to do,
because he was the elder. They should
respect him for his age, at least, but he was
certain they would not. No, it was better
for him to go and beg on the streets, where
he was not known for his past . ..

But the next evening he came upon the
young priest packing his books. He looked

on in amazement. ‘You...are going
away?’
‘T must. I came only for the Vas season,’

smiled the young priest.

‘But I thought...” The voice of the old
priest trailed off in bewilderment. There
was something about the smile of the young

riest that confused his mind and shook his
eart. It was an unperturbed, smooth smile;
it did not seem to surprise him, this question
of the old priest, as if he had been able to

read his mind all along. The old priest went
into his room and closed the door. He was
trembling from head to foot. His door
opened. The young priest stood there with
a book and a handful of papers.

‘May I leave this work with you? There
is a young pupil who would like to come
every day, if you will permit him, to sutdy.’

‘Stay,” said the old priest hoarsely.

‘They
need you here.

I can do nothing for them.’

Again the young priest smiled, an easy
smile yet not lacking in respect. ‘Have you
tried?’ he asked. Then he bent, and put the
book and the papers swiftly into the hands
of the old priest.

‘T must go. But since you invite me to
your temple, I will come for the next Vas.’
And then he went, closing the door softly
behind him.

But the old priest opened it swiftly, and
came out. He looked at his hill, at his
temple ablaze with light, yet minded it no
longer. He would still be the head of his
temple, he could afford to be generous.

He looked down at the book in his hand.

He clutched it fiercely. even though he could
not read or write . . .

The retreat was over.
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I'he Colombo Public Library
System——A Viable and
Vital Force

Ishvari Coreg

AT SR AT

IN May 1923 a motion was moved in the:

Colombe Municipal Council by the late
Mr. E. W. Jayewardene, the father of His
Excellency J. R. Jayewardene, the President
of Sri Lanka, to establish a library in the
City of Colombo for the free use of its citizens.
This motion was passed by the Council but
it took two long years for the library to be
established due to lack of funds. Fortu-
nately the late Mr. James Fernando Sri
Chandrasekera, a philanthropist of the time
gave the house Siriniwasa in Edinburgh
Crescent (presently Sir Marcus Fernando
Mawatha) belonging to him for the use of
the library on an yearly rent of Re. 1/-. In
1940, the Council bought this building for a
sum of Rs. 90,000/- from the Sri Chandra-
sekera Trust. The Library was housed in

that building till 17th December 1980 when

it moved to the present building for which
the entire nation should be eternally grateful
to the Hon. Ranasinghe Premadasa, Prime
Minister and Minister of Local Government
Housing and Construction and Highways.

The “ancestry’” of the Library can be
traced to the early nineteenth century, as the
Colombo and Pettah Libraries and the United
Services Library could be called the fore-
runners of the present Colombo Public
Library System. The United Services
Library the oldest Library of these three
Libraries was established in 1813 and was
merged with the Colombo Library in 1874.

The Colombo Library and the Pettah Library
were  inaugurated in 1824 and 1829
respectively.

Originally the Colombo Public Library
had three departments—the Reading Room,
the Lending Library and the Reference
Library. Now it has grown into a library
system with 18 branch libraries, a mobile
library service, a book box library service and
various other services.

The branch libraries are scattered through-
out Colombo, and the Library now provides
facilities to all residents within the City and
has aided in promoting the reading habit
and the spread of information throughout
the country.

The Mobile Library at present consists of
two vans, one of which is a gift from the
Government of Canada. These vans visit
33 service points within the City such as
office complexes like the People’s Bank,
Times Building, Fort, C.T.B. Head Office,
Narahenpita, ete. It also visits places where
people congregate such as the Jathika Pola,
and also takes library facilities to the door-
step of some of the City dwellers—for
example to the Housing Schemes, Govern-
ment Flats and slum areas such as Wanatha-
mulla, Dematagoda Aramaya Place, Bodhi-
raja Mawatha and the Home for the Aged
and the Creche run by the Colombo Munici-
pality. Its membership now stands at 2,568.

The new library building is situated in
close proximity to the Vihara Maha Devi
Park and it now has a number of new services
in addition to the general library services
that existed earlier.

The audio-visual service which commenced
with the opening of the building in December
1980 has proved to be very popular among
children, young adults as well as students.
It has a membership of 257. One could
listen to gramophone records and cassettes on
any kind of music whether it be oriental or
western, classical or jazz. Recordings of
speeches, plays, stories and those of topical
interest are also among its collection.
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Video and film shows are held every
Saturday and Sunday at 2.30 p.m. for
members of the Audio Visual Library.
Occasionally such video shows and film shows
are provided for the public irrespective of
membership. Special video and 16 mm.
films for children are provided irrespective
of any membership. During school vaca-
tions a series of such programmes are held
daily except on Wednesdays.

The extension activities for children have
become popular. These activities include
story telling, lectures, drawing, handicrafts
such as “origami”, “paper craft”, “flower
making”, “soft toys”, and ‘‘pressed flower
collage” and also a children’s stamp circle.
During the stamp circle meetings, children
exchange their extra stamps with those in
the library stamp bank, and also exchange
stamps among themselves. During the
school holidays these activities begin at
10.00 a.m. on weekdays. During term time
however, these programmes are held only on
Saturdays, Publicity is given to the prog-
rammes on the Children’s Library notice
board. Similar extension activities are held
once a month on week days at 2.80 p.m. in
the Kirillapone and the Sucharita libraries.
It is hoped to spread these activities to the
other branch libraries in the near future.

In August 1981 the Library introduced a
special section for the visually handicapped.
This is located on the groung floor, next to
the Newspaper Room. Braille books and
talking books are available for lending and
reference. The “Talking Book Collection”
however is located in the Audio-visual
Library. Facilities for listening are also
provided here. The visually handicapped
patrons are free to use materials such as
cassettes and gramophone records in the
Audio-visual Section. Membership is free
to those handicapped.

The Second FAO Depository Library in
‘ri Lanka is housed in this Library. The
collection was inaugurated in August 1981.

A service for the under privileged children
in 50 centres in slum and shanty areas within
the city limits was inaugurated in December
1983, with the assistance of the UNICEF.
This service known as “The Box Library
Project for the slum and shanty children of
the City of Colombo”, provides books to
children up to the age of 15 years. There
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are 2,120 members at present. Video shows,
story-telling and handicraft sessions are also
organized for these children. This venture
shows great promise, and I am certain that
by the end of this year the number of
children using its facilities will be doubled.

The Colombo Public Library has published
three books on librarianship during the last
few years besides its other publications such
as bibliographies. The two books “Ll’lzrarles
and People” and ‘“‘Roads to Wisdom™ were
edited by me while “A manual for public
libraries in Sri Lanka’ was written by me.
These publications are priced at a very
nominal, subsidised rate, and haye bqen of
great value to students of librarianship, as
well as practising librarians.

The Colombo Public Library in addition to
the above services provides guidance and
practical training in librarianship to students
and working librarians.

The Auditorium, the Conference Hall and
the Exhibition Hall provide facilities for
holding educational and cultural activities,
exhibitions, seminars, conferences, etc.

The Colombo Public Library sinee its
inception has given a great service to both
the citizens of Colombo and to the whole
nation. There are many in all walks of life
who have benefited from the facilities
afforded by the library.

Public libraries are a vital necessity to a
nation as they can be the centres where the
country’s educational, informational, cultural
and recreational needs are met in an atmos-
phere of informality. The Library is also
the place where an individual can learn
without an intermediary. Culture and
education are a vital necessity in refining a
nation, and this necessity is fulfilled to a
great extent by the Public Library. ‘

The Colombo Public Library by providing
the necessary atmosphere, printed material
and other resources has helped in nurturing

a cultured people while preserving the
heritage of the people.

Thus the Colombo Public Library has
achieved much, and it should move fearlessly
to the 21st century and be a viable and

vital force in the life of the people of this cit
and the country. - g
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THE COLOMBO LIBRARY SYSTEM

Opening Hours

Central Library 3
Ananda Coomaraswamy Mawatha, Colombe 7

Mobile Library Service

Book Box Library Service

2.

3.

Or

10.

11.

12.

13.

78

— 8.00 a.m.—8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays and

Public Holidays

— The Mobile Library operates on all days except on

Sundays and Public Holidays, according to a
programme, at service points within the City.

— The Book Box Library Service operates according to

a programme on all days except on Wednesdays and
Public Holidays.

BRANCH LIBRARIES

Kirillapona Branch Library,
High Level Road, Kirillapona, Colombo 6.

(a) Adult’s Library (Upper floor)

(b) Children’s Library (Ground floor)

Kotahena Bianch Library,
Market Premises,
Kotahena, Colombo 13.

Mihindu Mawatha Branch Library,
Mihindu Mawatha,
Colombo 12.

Sucharitha Mawatha Branch Library,
Sucharitha Mawatha,
Colombo 12.

Elliot Place Branch Library,
Elliot Place,
Colombo 8.

Peterson Lane Branch Library,
Peterson Lane,
Colombo 6.

Goonesinghe Park Branch Library,
Goonesinghe Park,
Colombo 11.

Kettarama Branch Library,
Kettarama Mawatha,
Colombo 14.

Belmont Street Branch Library,
Belmont Street,
Colombo 12.

Buona Vista Branch, Library,
Buona Vista Park,
Colombo 15.

Mattakkuliya Branch Library,
Central Road,
Colombo 15.

Elie House Park Branch Library,
Elie House Park,
Colombo 15.

Narahenpita Branch Library,
Muhandiram E. D. Dabare Mawatha,
Colombe 5,

8.00 a.m.—8.00 p.m. all days except Thursdays and
Public Holidays.

8.00 a.m.—8.00 p.m. all days except Thursdays and
Public Holidays.

8.00 a.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Tuesdays and
Public Holidays.

8.00 a.m.—8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays and
Public Holidays.

8.00 a.m. -8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays and
Public Holidays.

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Fridays and
Public Holidays.

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Fridays and
Public Holidays.

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Mondays and
Public Holidays.

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Mondays and
Public Holidays. .

¥

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Fridays and
Public Holidays. . ?

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Wednesdays and
Public Holidays. Y i e

12.45 p.m.-8.00 p.m. all days except Tuesd d
Public Holidays. s G-

11.45 p.m.-7.00 p. . all d
Public Holidayﬂ.p . days exeept Mondeys wa

.

12.45 p.m.—8.00 p.m. all da t Mond d
Public Holida.yslgj_ e v Lt
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HOW TO FIND A BOOK

FONPRIRTGRINIR

Books are arranged on the shelves according to class
numbers (classification numbers) appearing on the
spine of books. Each number represents the subject
content of the book. Books on the same subject are
found together. Those on related subjects are kept
m close proximity. The Dewey Decimal Classification
scheme is used, to classify books.

Fiction books are arranged alphabetically according
to the surnames of the authors.

The Special Collections in the Reference Library
however, are arranged according to special classification
schemes deviced by the Library to suit its needs, as
given below:—

*Rare Books—RA precedes the normal Dewey
Decimal Classification numbers for these books.

*Buddhist Books—RB is used instead of 294.8.
The first three letters of the author’s surname is
given,

*Sri Lanka Collection (Ceyloniana)—RC precedes
the notation, which is a modification of the
Dewey Decimal Classification.

Classification Scheme for Ceyloniana

RC 0 — General Works

RC 1 — Philosophy

RC 2 — Religion (excluding Buddhism which
forms the RB collection)

RC 8 — BSociology

RC 81 — Statistics

RC 382 — Political Science

RC 83 — Economics

RC384 — Law

RC 85 — Public Administration

RC 86 — Social Welfare

RC 87 — Education

RC 388 — Commerce

RC 89 — Social Customs

RC 4 — Language

RC 5 — Science

RC 55 Geology (including Meneralogy)

RC 57 - Ethnology

RC 58 — Flora
RC 59 — Fauna
RC 6 — Useful Arts
i{{g 61 — Medicine
62 — KEngineeri
RC63 — Agrieulturneg
RC 64 — Home Economics
RC65 — Communication, Business
RC 67 — Industry
RC 7 — Fine Arts
RC 8 — Literature
%g 9 — General
91 — Geography, Travel, Descriptio
RC92 — Biogagh)}; e
RC 98 — Early Histdry
RC 94 — History till 1947
RC95 —

Present Day (from 1947)

*Ceylon Government Publications—RD, with first
three letters of author or title

*Fine Arts Books—RF precedes the normal class

numbers of the Dewey Decimal Classification
Scheme

*Bound Periodicals—RG

*Government Publications of other countries—RH
with first three letters of author or title.

The catalogue is the key to the Library’s resources,
and the classification system is interpreted to the
reader through it. This enables the reader to locate a
book by the name of author, the title, or the subject.
It shows him what books the library has on any subject
or any author. (A symplified system of cataloguing is
used based on the Anglo American Cataloguing
Rules 11).

The ““Classified Catalogue” is in three sections:

(a) Author/Title File
(b) Classified File
(¢) Subject Index

(a) The Author/T'itle File: shows all the books in
the library under their authors. It is arranged alpha-
betically according to the surname of the author,
followed by the fore names. Entries under title are
only given for books which have no author, those
written by more than three authors, those which have
no author, but the editor or the compiler, annonymous
works, and classics.

Added entries are made for editor, translator,
compiler, title ete.

(b) The Classified File: All the entries (catalogue
cards) for books are arranged according to classification
numbers. Books on the shelves are arranged mainly
according to these numbers. Entries for books on the
same subject are filed together, and proceeds on to
related subjects. The order is numerical e.g. from
000-999.
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(¢) The Subject Index: As no person can be expected
to know the classification numbers to look up the
“Classified File”, a subject Index is provided. The
reader should consult the subject index to find the
clagsification number which stands for the subject he
is looking for.

The subject Index has a card for each subject with
the classification number written against them

e.g. Agriculture 680
Arithmatic 518
Buddhism 294.8
Chess 794.1

The cards in the subject index are filed in alphabetical
order of the subjects.

After a reader locates the classification number, he
can go straight to the shelves wh~re books on the
subject are found. If he wants to find out all details
and, the complete range of books the Library has on the
subject, he should look up the “Classified File” under
the same classification number.

Each catalogue entry gives the following basic
information about a book:—

(1) Author (2) Title (3) Place of publication
(4) Publisher (5) Date of publication (6) Number
of pages, of illustrative matter and size of
book (7) ISBN (8) Price (9) Tracings (10) The
classification number (written on thes extreme
right (11) The accession unmber (written on the
extreme left).

Catalogue Entry for a Non Fiction Book

78814 R 954.98
NELSON, W. A.

The Duteh forts of Sri Lanka: the military
monuments of Ceylon.—Edinburgh: Canongate,
1984.

xiv, 152 p.: ill., maps; 25 em.
ISBN 0 86241 062: £18
1. Author 2. Title

Catalogue Entries for Fiction Books:

[Author Entry : F 46988
BAGLEY, DESMOND

Night of error.—Glasgow: Fontana/Collins,
1984.

814 p.; 18 cm.
ISBN 0-00-616912-0: £1.95
1. Title

tll

itle Entry:

F 46938
Night of error/by Desmond Bagley

4e® PeimmIce aeesIm.

Q6Gm BIT6Vs & G)sv 2 puniesryrss GE@rﬁ&.u‘h

Join the Library Today
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Two kingdoms —

one warm and secret

as love, closing me in,
and this other dragging
me out,

like a remorseless wind
pulling a bird up

to the storm’s eye, ,
tearing me out of the shell”
of the inhibited self.

Alfreda de Silva

KINGDOMS

That first kingdom

was small and manageable —

a house on a hill

and I running down

the spiralling dawns of childhood,
bare-footed on the luminous grass,
trees, roots, spines of rock
running downhill with me

to the singing river,

The next

was built of words.

I rolled words like

ripe dark fruit

on my tongue,

re-arranged their syllables,
shaping their sensuous forms,
gave utterance to

loss and loneliness.
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14, dond ab.J,Cz, Qsadria
15, dood ordd addifids
16. din. ad.d. atamdn
17, dpnd ad.gf. dEovads
18, Q&dd U,g.ad.sddromor



19, dond ad.,ddgodes
20s WG
21, -dovd g,

g.J.gopharasry

drerudds

STess ourgluradsd sod 3

22, Q&dd L9dy.v, APAS
Qerfiam

23, dnnd al, QuoidL

24, dored spver AfisTs

25, ds. ad.g.d, ford

Ale, dAosdd

2€e e
27, Q&dd (f.0. v.ouGssy
28, dovd J. swvgdls

29 Sl Ao Lddn, al ad,

BLELE

30, Acnd Csedd p@CssT
31, Osdd g.9. dosddidla
32, do. ad.d.
33, do. S.LU8D.
34, Q&dd 2857 diouvdls
35, Aond af.d. Adad sa

36, ddind ad.ad., s Adam

QsadyCa

gum

caaltsa
37, Osdd ore.ads . ad,
Qs dy La
38, dv. Ludy.Joad.ad. S
QuCpprr
39, Qsdd c,d.gd. JSTETUS

40,
&l
42,
43,
44,

_45.

46,
47,
48,
49,
S50.

Ols
52.

53
S54.
55.
56
57
58,
58.
60
61,
62,

63
64.
65
66

Qsdd d. udzesr QuGoom
0sdd m.J. 0, & Qsndon
dood c,v.600430m84
doovd J.d,d. duaGs

_Qeﬁd e, s, deTET WS
Qsdd Ludy.aCadprpadis
0sdd, =,Cs5,adilaCs
do. J.doe,d, soaria
dond ad,ad, sa&QarL
Qsdd CS.T.5.g0dAvddsST
dongd Gs, adCoQuma

dood sddor sogdansg
= I8 Ludty . C'l'lﬁ, EY de - 8

Qsdd J.g.e. pod
dorvd f, vrdd QuCopm
dand c.ad,0ELODS
dood ad.ad,ad.ssdls

o, ad,f0srLsnCs

Qsdd wogvror & addd
Ao, doc. spsGea

dp. gad, uvzsh

dond ad,Cs,aCudds
dovd gt.9. 2O
afgdpmad

dood rudy,ad, QelhCan
dood Cs. .0, utals
Qsdd Gs,dfurdsdCspm
Qsdd at,v.aogad
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6?.
68.

69.

70,
71,
724
73

74,

754
76
77
78.
79
80.
81.
g2,
83,
84.

85.
86«

87.
88,
89.

QOsdd e,ad,Cs, udisdd
Qs8d ad.g,s5afaCosn
Qsdd wc,ad, ad, Cg, S
Qarmdam |
do. Cg.
Qsdd a&,Cs,  sfdposn
Qsdd ¢g.ad.Cs, Quiasy
dovd addld:udds

yMuCsa

Qsdd Lubdy, g, Cq.

drAds

Qsdd Ludy.,d, ddpovpla
Qaﬁ& ad.d. Qucgan‘
dood Coedd dpefiu

do. ad,m.QepdrLf Adanm
Qsdal ad., dladissd

Qsdd dgsi Qeplyurgrdd
Qsdad M, udondd

dovd af.d.ec.r0aCs50
dovd ad. . 5ol yrTEd
Qedad Coror od=$4 '
Qeadp Ca |

Qedd g.ad, ity . aditsiu
dovd LAty.g.ad, adorm
Budos

dood J. pdgd pudes
dovd g,d, wvdsdsm

do. oo, ICrosrs

90. Qsdd CGs,03, adsuds
91, Qsdd J,abd.e,Craprus
6ﬁqm:0&dﬁqm Enga, diiardsd
Csma o 3AMCurassst

92. Qsdadl g, al.5 adddb

aCuo Qediye srsa, dfiardsd
Cgaa ssdui af

93¢ e Cs,S,c,CFmSTS
94. do. £.J. spurim

Btanrs ssdumaf

95. dv. £. sozrla (udd)

dose aegdiasd

96. ds. 4. sosrla
aqpga dlagtsh

97. dp. ab.ad, LTV de 5
98. .
99, ded.ad, dGyrleam
100, ddwd aX. . omdd
spdorad

Qsdad &, ad, QurAGassn
gdod J. ;% Jouss
40 .

do. cddy.S, QuCppnm
Qsdd 2.0, s0upd
aupla
gl sLQLoSsratasdh

106 oo, byl

CeCFie, Yo duaspilon

101,
102,
103.
104,
105,

vdure shsgprid



107,

dovd Ga, g, ad, Joid

108. Qsod goe,e.al,
Coady Sar

Nisa thL@&ﬁﬂm#&& |
109. do. £.4. surafs

110, ﬁ@.Ldﬁm.qB. Qudnd

apCadumrad

11l. diovd by, dduosm
srgdad _

112, do. a&.avpdd QuGpom
5@; LUdy.v. odad
Gambdﬂ

114 Aipd b0 &ﬁﬁamné
115, do. a&.S, avaure
116, do. J.d.aals

117. ds. =.J, doasgla .

1138s

A2 a2bdama}
118. diG.

ydssd slouatsd
118. do.
120. iG.

121, 4.
‘;umﬁq e ) G&ﬁﬂﬂﬁ@“ﬂﬂmﬁﬁm
al,ad, g, drads

J. somure

e, Ly, cwas
af.ad, e 0udm
a#. nwCsa HAdar

122 do.
123. dopd edior QelmCam

124, Qosdd Lldy,g. Godovddsm

130. do.

slye Qedlyy’ srsa suspabsd
sacw drdundsd ssdumaf |
125, 4. Cs,9.6msms
Qurduapld uvduratsd

1260 6. dig.re, dfiCsa

127. dovd Gs, S8y aduerfga

Enpurowd vdleradsd
128. da.
12%. Ao, Gs.g.a8, stulsa

S. stvsrs ddar

Ca, gasmrs Qulpom
gd&tsdasp gaoraf
131. ﬁ@o %ﬂ.ﬂ#.,%ﬂwﬂﬁm

132, 6.
133, do. do.Lddy. dCGpnsrs

al, gugila

QuCGopm
Colurtaaumrad
134, do. ad.J.ad, zudd
Adam F
sradsrgtad

135, do. G&.Cs5.,8. A3ArCGsa

136, e Yeadog, Camdumon

137+ b
138, dp. .4, CorailLad
138, dov. ad.g, dugne
140. do. G&.g.m.médﬁt
add Culo Qalysd Ogngmnmdaﬁ_

Liifiy.g. Husns

141, dp. af,n.ad, rlasfu
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142,
143,
144,
145,
146,
147,
148,
149,
150,
187 :
152,
153,
154,
155,
156
1674
158,

259.

160,
1615
1624
1683
164,

165,

166,
167,

98

Ase C5,7.d:38 QuGpom

4G J.am.m, QuGmprm

ﬂﬁﬁo Vevoe &ﬁ@ﬁ &LDJ@
ds. ad.g. 2aCsrsQulppm

ﬁ@. CTIL. Lr. Ve ‘fg‘ﬂﬂa
6., LUy, 6C0
do. ©=.3085a

d6. Cg.d, Hepnd

o, abd.g. dosdd

do. Gs, dpdd Jod
&G . es. . 5ﬁ§dﬂ'
do. Lddy.g. az7s88
Osdadl J,e,&, QuBoprm
dovd gt.g. sverad
ﬁ@-.ﬁé. Fr3ematsa
dovd .o, 50004

; ﬁ@- E’a’o [P gm’ﬁg&ﬂ'ﬁ

A6 . ga.0, slhssme
Qsdal Cs, ddursmid

Qsdd a8, pod QuGpom

do. ad.u. agagudls

dood n,aa, safessps
Qe&ﬂs¢.dew.ﬁm.Ldﬁq.
Lddy soorad gorflepmd
dood y.y2dur gadd Qulrom

dovd cdty,g,uvsad
Qsdal f.9. A3ostad

168, Osdd 5.d. Sudd

169, .

Ly ateg.

duvads

170 m-

171, .

172, dw.
173. 4.
174, do.
175. do.

ad.d, yaddQute s
$2.7.8. avgdd

g, uﬁgw@&m-
Bead.n., soatsa
d.ad, sva odsivd

ceat, Saume

175. Qsd8d a&, a8, Uudsd

w3@enmm

177. do.
178, 4o,
179. &,
180, 4.
181, 4.
182¢ dGe
183, HG.

Aoad,as, uSveorf
aBd, Héﬁ@é&m@mng
%ﬁ;d. oaCssgy
abd. dﬁmﬁgﬂm@mﬁ
FSdurapsdOutets
ad. Gasmdfssra
a3, dgusoms

184, Qsdd m,.sf, Uudd

185. dig.

f.aB, Uﬁ@

udvsorp
186, dpnd g{. vdudor
187. dood mNLﬁﬁeﬁﬁmﬁ
188, da. g._ubeag
189, &@.“q.am.dm; Yo

s&af

190, 4w, Ga.am.dé.ﬂmdﬁaﬁq
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THE THEN LIBRARY COMMITTEE

TR IR TR R

The Chairman of the Library Gommittee

Mr. T. Reid, Chairman, Municipal Couneil and
Mayor of Colombo,

Members of the Council

Mr. E. W. Jayawardena, k.¢.
Mr. R. L. Pereira

Mr. W. E. V. de Rooy

Dr. E. A. Cooray

Members of the Public

Trustees of the Sri Chandrasekera Fund

The Secretaries and one Committee Member of the
Fort and Pettah Librarie: respectively

The Hon. Sir H. M. Fernando, xT.

Dr. J. Pearson

Prof. R. Marrs

Prof. Leigh Smith

Mr. P. de S. Kularatne

THE PRESENT LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray, J.P.,u.M., Mayor of Colombo
(Chairman)

Members of the Council

Mr. M. Hussain Mohamed, J.p.,u.M., Deputy Mayor
of Colombo

Mr. P. de S. Goonatilleke, J.p.,

Mr. A. Cader M. Alj, J.p.

Mr. T. M. Sangadasa, J.p.

Mr. R. A. Wimal de Mel, J.p.

Members of the Public

Dr.T.L.de Z. Adhihetty
Mrs. Jesima Ismail

Mrs. Eileen Siriwardena

Mr. Bernard, Fernando

Mr. Ekman Wijeweera

Mr. Bandula Ratnayake

Mr. R. Mahendrarajah

Mr. K. B. Lilantha Perera
Mr, A A, Chandrasena

Mr. H. M. A. B. Fernando
Mr. W.A.S. P. Weeratunga
Mr. W. A. Karanaratne Perera
Mr. V. A, Nimalasiri

Al Haj A. H. M. Azwer

Mr. Gamini Hemachandra

THE PIONEER LIBRARY STAFF

1. Mr. S. C. Blok, Chief Librarian
2. Mr. Edgar Van Twest, Assistant Librarian (from
the Pettah Library)
Mr. Walter Dias, Assistant Librarian (from, the
Colombo Library)
Mr. Adonis Perera, Clerk
Mr. Don Simon, Peon
~ Mr. Paulis Henerasinghe, Peon
Mr. J. F. Fernando, Head Peon, (from the
Colombe Library)

&
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H

THE PRESENT LIBRARY STAFF

Chief Librarian
1. Mrs. Ishvari Corea

Deputy Librarian
2. Mr. M. D. H. Jayawardena

Librarians Grade I

8. Mr. T. O. W. de Silva

4. Mrs. P. F. M. Samararatne
5. Miss S. I. Nanayakkara

6. Mr. R. Sangadasa

Librarians Grade 11

7. Miss R. Abeysekera
8. Mrs. M. K. G. Kularatne
9. Mrs. U. D. N. Pathiraja
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10.
11,
12.

18.

14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Mr. A. R. B. Pigera

Mr. D. W. W. Gamanayake
Mrs. B. P. Perers

Miss S. M. Guneratna

Mrs. M. B. J. Seneviratne
Mrs. Malini Edirisinghe

Mr. M. G. Warnasiri

Mrs. S. R. Wickrama a

Librarians Grade 111

22.
23.
24,
235.
26.
27.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
85,
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45,
46,
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52,
53.
54.
35,
56.
a7.
38.
59,
@60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

67.
68.
69.
70.

71,

100

Miss W. J. Chinthini Soysa
Mrs. S. Weliwatte
Mrs. Kamala Girihagama

Mr. L. A. V. Nihal

Mr. T. D. Thilakasiri

Miss P. P. A. Jayasekera

Mrs. P. Amarasinghe

Mrs. V. W. L. H. Fernando
Mrs. Rohini Gunasekera

Miss A. A. Veerakathipillai

Mr. N. B. Seneviratne

Mr. C. W. Epa

Miss Amitha Wickremasinghe
Mrs. H. P. Siriwardena

Mrs. N. M. de Silva Gunawardena
Miss G. D. N. P. L. Seneviratne
Mr. W. P. M. N. C. Perera
Miss D. V. R. Dissanayake
Miss G. Bandulatha Perera
Miss E. P. B. de Zoysa

Mrs. D. A. Kuruppuarachchi
Mrs. B. P. G. Liyanage

Miss D. K. Dissanayake
Miss W. Sunethra Ranasinghe
Miss D. K. Welmillage
Mr. B. P. D. C. Karunaratne
Mrs. S. S. Ashubeda
Miss K. A. D. Ramani Mallika
Mrs. K. Ellapola
Mrs., Chandra Samaradivakara
Mr. W. M. Amarasena
Miss P. A. D. Nalini
Mrs. T. Malani Perera
Mm. D. L. Getamuratha
- 5. N. 5. Sudasinghe
5, Deegodagamage
ss Yamuna Mala de Alwis
5 B. =
. A, M.
. S.. K. Abeysinghe
. R. A, Anula Indrani
. W. S. Rodrigo
. K. A. D. Fernando
K. Sriyani Kaldera
Miss R. A. Sumanawathie

E?E%EEFEE
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4

Mlss H. K. Chandralatha

72. Miss S. M. K. Fernando

78. Mrs. S. P. Wijesinghe

74, Miss W. A. J. Weerasinghe
75. Miss W. C. Wickremaratne
76. Miss L. C. Perera

77. Mrs. Rohini Weerasooriya

78. Mr. L. T. Hector Silva

79. Mrs. N. Vishvalingam

80. Miss Jinadhari Hettiarachchi
81. Miss T. Padmaseeli

82. Mrs. H. P. D. Sumanasena
83. Mrs. L. F. Kuruwitaarachchi
84. Miss Soma Luxmi Seneviratne
85. Mies L. S. W. Edirisuriya

86. Mrs. W. A. N. Vajira Jayatillake
87. Mrs. P. Irangani Jayatillake
88. Mrs. A. P. Mangalika

89. Mr. Y. Premadasa

90. Miss K. J. Atapattu

91. Miss P. M. D. Senanayaka

Audio Visual and Extension Services Officer
92. Miss A. M. de Alwis

Audio Visual and Extension Services Assistant
98. Mr. K. P. D. Somadasa
94. Mr. G. P. Karunaratna
Administrative 4ssistant
95. Mr. G. Karunaratne (Acting)

Chief Clerk
96. Mr. G. Karunaratne

Clerical Staff

97. Mbr. M. S. Amarasekera
98. Mr. J. K. D. U. Thilakaratne
99. Mr. A. S. Wijeratne
100. Mrs. H. P. Malini Chandrawathie
101. Miss H. S. Fonseka
102. Mrs. P. D. K. P. Jayasuriya
108. Mr. Mahipala Kandearachchi
104. Mr. W. P. Perera
105. Miss G. R. Damayanthi Jayaratne

Typist (English)

106. Mr. P. D. Wilfred.
107. Mrs. K. A. M. Peiris
108. Miss G. D. D. N. Seneviratne

Typist (Sinhala)

109. Mr. G. D. Dayananda
110. Mr. W. M. Mendis

Receptionist
111. Mrs. W. Sriyalatha
Drivers

112. Mr. N. Amarasiri Perera
118. Mr. W. A. Rangith Hemasiri



114, Mr. B. P. Chandralal

115. Mr. H. B. Sumanapala

116. Mpr. P. G. Sunanda

117. M. K. P. Thilakaratne
Electrician

118. Mr. B. K runapala

Binders

119. Mr. D. W. Ranawaka
120. Mr. H. M. Heenbanda
121. Mr. N. Jayasena Silva

Study Room Supervisors

122. Mr. M. H. A. Werawansa
128. Mrs. Sumitra Rodrigo
124. Miss W. A. Srimathie Mallika

Audio Visual Equipm and Document Reproduction
Assistani

125. Mr. K. A. Gunadasa

Cloak Room Attendants

126. Mr. B. A. D. Sirisena

127. Mrs. K. Chitra Ambalanduwa
Peons

128. Mr. P. Dharmadasa Silva
129. Mr. K. M. Dharmasena
130. Mr. K. Jinadasa Perera

Cycle Orderlies

131. Mr. R. H. Ariyaratne
182. Mr. M. Ariyaratne
133. Mr. W. Premadasa Perera

Supervisor
184. Mr. F. B. N. Jayasiri Silva

Waichers
185. Mr. K. K. G. Indrasena
136. Mr. U. S. A. Jothipala
137. Mr. W. A. Piyadasa
138. Mr. D. G. Moninton
189. Mr. S. A. Jinadasa
140, Mr. K. A.D Wilfred
Labourers
141. Mr. H. D. S. Ratnasuriya
142. Mr. K. A. Cyril Perera
148. Mr. P. L. D. Perera
144. Mr. A. A. Abdul Hamid
145. Mr. S. A. Asoka Perera
146. Mr. M. P. A. Weerasinghe
147. Mr. G. W. Cooray
148. Mr. D. Jayasena
149. Mr. J. G. Nihal
150, Mr. M. D. Thilakasiri
151. Mr. K. Granil Peiris

152. Mr. K. G. Nandasiri

153. Mr. W. A. Anura Susil

154, Miss P. D. C. Perera,

1?5. Mrs. R. A. Kamalawathie

156. Mr. H. D. Sarath Gunawardena

157. Mrs. E. R. Karunawathie

158, Mr. G D. Anandalal

159. Mr. A. M. Nandadasa

160. Miss K. Sriya Kanthi

161, Miss L. Nala.nl Perera

162. Mr. M. D. Aruna Rupasinghe

168. Mrs. D. Y. Swarna Sunanda

164, Mha.f; W. M. W. W. Thamarawathie Kumari-
Yy

165. Mrs, U. Pushpa Ranaseeli Perera

166. Mrs. W. A. Yasawathie

187. Miss G. R. Chitra Girly

168. Miss I. G. Piyaseli

169. Mr. W. R. A. Wijewansa

170. Mr. N. P. Punsiri Fernando

171, Mz R. A, D, Amarasiri

172. Mr. G. Bandulasena

178. Mr. D. M. D. Gunawardena

174. Mr. P. M. Kumudu Luxman

175. Mr. D. R. Dhanapala

176. Miss H. M. Priyangani Muthukumari

177. Mr. T. S. M. Pathmakumara

178. Mr. M. Ran.]lth Sisirakumara

179. Mr. R. B. Gunasekera

180. Mr. M. nyananda Mendis

181. Mr. Sathiyanathan Fernando

182. Mr. M. Govindasami

183. Mr. R. Wijayakumar

184. Miss E. G. Piyaseli

185. Mr. T. M. Bandu Pathmakumara

186. Mrs. G. Muniamma

187. Mrs. Madathi Sandanam

188. Mnr. G. Piyasena
189. Mr. P. M. M. Yunusu

Carpenier
190, Mr. K. M. S. Menik Appu

“Reading makes a full man—
meditation a profound man—

discourse a clear man.”

Benjamin Franklin
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RULES AND 'REGULATIONS

1. In the construction of these Rules and Regulations “The Library Authority™

Council of Colombo. means the Municipal

“Books” includes magazines newspapers i i

! . . ? » pamphlets, pictures, engravi , sketchi
plans, manuscripts, prints, cassettes, tapes, slides, discs, film reels gmicr?ﬁ!llms and It])'gt:!l;{e:-n ;\fgio(-ﬂ‘:? Tlt:i
material forming part of the contents of the Library, ’ 3

“Librarian” includes the Deputy Librarian or an Assistant when the Librarian is absent.
Words herein importing the masculine gender shall be taken to include females as well.

2. There shall be an advisory committee composed of the Mavor of the ici i
for the time being, who shall be ez-of ficio Chairman of the Committee a.n}:i of fouI; miinu:{)fg :lf g}?: 131::(11 gﬂﬁﬂg?ﬁ?&
fourteen other persons of standmg resident in Colombo all of whom shall be elected at the first meeting of the Council
for each year. The Mayor shall in addition to his original vote have a castine vote in case of an eq?mlitv of votes
The quorum shall be five. Vacancies shall, as they occur be filled by the Muanicipal Council. ) :

3. The Librarian shall have the general charge of the Library and shall be responsible for the safe keepi
of books and other property belonging to the Library Authority suhrj};ct to normal lihl?;)ry practice. He shallili;;g)
have power to suspend the use of the tickets of any borrower, refuse to issue books and refuse the use of any other
facility of the Library to any person who shall neglect or fail to comply with any of these Rules and Regulations
and to forbid the use of the Library by any person not entitled thereto, under Rules and Regulations; but an appeal
against such suspension, refusal or prohibition may be made to the Mayor whose decision shall be final and binding
and pending such decision the orders of the Librarian shall take effect. Neither the Librarian nor any other member
of the Library Staff shall be liable for damages resulting from a bona fide exercise of his powers.

4. The Mayor shall have absolute power to refuse the advantages of the Library to allow such advantages
on terms in the case of any person who commits a breach of any of these Rules and Regulations.

5. The Library will be open to members of the public at such times and on such days as may be deter-
mined from time to time by the Mayor and closed on such other days as the Commissioner may deem necessary for
stock taking, cleaning, or other purposes, due notice of which will be posted in the Library whenever possible.

6. A person shall not give a false name or address for the purpose of entering any part of the Library or
for the purpose of using any facilities provided in connection therewith.

7. A person shall not,. unless duly authorised take any book from the Library nor make a tracing of any
portion of a book except with the consent of the Librarian.

8. A person shall not display, distribute, affix or post any bill, placard or notice nor offer anything for sale
in any part of the Library without the consent of the Librarian.

9. A person shall not cause or allow any apparatus for the reception of sound, broadcasting or for
reproduction, of sound. to be operated in any part of the Library set apart for the use of the public, except with

the consent of the Librarian.

10. No person suffering from an infectious disease shall enter the Library Premises.

11. No person shall, while in an unclean condition, either in person or in dress, or while suffering from an
offensive disease use the Library nor shall any person sleep or partake of refreshments in any part of the Library

or the premises thereof, except in the canteen.

any match, or smoke tobacco or any like substance in the Library, except in

hall light
12. No person shall ligh by the Librarian.

such parts as may be set apart for smoking
13. No person shall, to the annoyance of any other person, engage in audible conversation in any part
of the Library.

truct, disturb, annoy or interrupt any officer or servant of the Library

1 ilfully obs
4. Nojer o shull b i o per use of the Library.

Authority, or any other person in the pro
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15. No person shall cause or allow any dog or other animal belonging to him, or under his control to enter
or remain in the Library or the premises thereof.

16. All articles belonging to any borrower or reader such as hats, umbrellas, sticks, bags, handbags or
parcels shall be left in the Cloak Room at the entrance and not brought into any section of the Library. Articles
left in the Cloak Room shall be at the patron’s risk and should be removed before the Library is closed for the day.

17. No person other than an officer or servant of the Library Authority shall enter or remain in any part
of the Library not set apart for the use of the public.

18. No person shall wilfully or carelessly or negligently soil, tear, cut, deface, write upon, damage, injure
or destroy any book or document forming part of the contents of the Library, or misuse or carelessly or negligently
deface, injure, or destroy any part of the Library or any property, furniture or fittings therein.

19. Any person who in the premises of the Library—

(a) Behaves in a disorderly and unruly manner;
(b) Uses violent, abusive or obscene language;
(c) Bets or gambles;

(d) Consumes liguor;

or who after being warned persists in remaining in the Library beyond, the hours fixed, for the closing thereof or
who is not entitled to the use of the Library or who is suffering from an infectious or offensive disease may
be excluded or removed from the Library by any officer or servant of the Library Authority.

Every person shall obtain an admission card on payment of Rs. 2/- to enter the Library. Duplicate
admission cards will be issued on payment of Rs. 3/- Children’s admission cards are issued free of charge. The
validity of an admission card is one year from the date of issue.

Lending Library

20. Subject to the rule 4 any person resident or having his office or place of business or study in Colombo
may be admitted as a borrower on paying a non-refundable fee of Rs. 15/- and, on being guaranteed by the owner/
chief occupant of a house, a flat or an annexe within the Colombo Municipal limits the rent of which is not less
than Rs. 50/- a month and having an annual value of not less than Rs. 6,000/- per annum or any other persoa who
is acceptable to the Librarian and presenting the prescribed application signed by him. The Librarian may require
him to establish his identity by producing documents acceptable to the Librarian. Two tickets will be issued to
each borrower and they sh~ll be left at the Library whenever books are borrowed. Such tickets which will bear
the specimen signature of the borrower in the reverse will entitle a borrower to remove two books at a time and
will be valid for two years from the date of issue and shall be renewed every two years thereafter. The fee for
the renewal of membership once in two years is Rs. 5.00,

Books may be borrowed from any Branch Library or Mobile Library on valid Library tickets issued
from the Main Library or any other Branch Library, and boeks may be borrowed, from the Main Library on any
valid library ticket issued from any Branch Library or Mobile Library.

Books from the Special Collection may be borrowed on any valid library tickets by predicing docu-
ments to establish the identity of the borrower to the satisfaction of the Librarian.

Borrowers are cautioned against loosing their tickets as they will be held responsible for any books
taken out on such tickets.

Any person who resides outside the Municipal limits of Colombo and does not have his place of work
or study in Colombo may, at the discretion of the Librarian be admitted as a borrower on presenting the prescribed
application form duly filled in and on paying a non-refundable fee of Rs. 15/- and the same guarantee as above.

Any intending borrower may deposit a sum of Rs. 100/ in lieu of a guarantor, in addition to the pay-
ment of the normal non-refundable fee of Rs. 15/-.

_ 2L. In the case of a lost ticket at least one months’ notice shall be required for the issue of a
duplicate ticket at the discretion of the Librarian. A, duplicate ticket will be issued on, making a payment of Rs. 5/-.

- The issue of a duplicate shall not absolve a borrower from his responsibility for books which may at
any time be taken out on his original tickets.
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22. Any change of residence or official address on,
within one week of such change. Failure to do so shall
discretion of the Librarian.

the part of hnrrowc:rs must be intimated, to the Librarian
result in the forfeiture of the borrower’s tickets at the

23. Borrowers ceasing to use the Libzar ; | S y .
cancelled. g Y are required to return their tickets to the Librarian to have them
24. Borrowers must return a volume taken o
lent on the first of the month is due on or before th
after the due date are as follows:—

ut within fourteen days from the date of issue (i.e. a book
e fifteenth) and the fines payable for the detention of books

1 to 30 days Rs. .25 cts. per day per book
31 to 90 days Hs. 20.00 per book
91 to 180 days Rs. 80.00 per book
beyond 181 days Rs. 50.00 per book

25. When a boqk is reported lost the current cost of the baok or when the currer t cost is not available the
?Pst‘gwen in the Accession Register together with the fines, if any, that have been incurred shall be recovered from
the borrower. In case of books for which Accession Register Entries are not available, and where the current
prices are not available a standard, price may be charged, at the discretion of the Librarian. Option to replace the
book instead shall be given cnly at the discretion of the Librarian. If the book lost has been rebound the cost of
binding will also be recovered. When a book belonging to the “British Council Text Book Collection” is reported

lost a standard price of Rs. 100/- shall be recovered from the borrower. If the book lost is rebound the cost of
binding shall zlso be recovered,

26. Any book, if not called for by any other borrower may at the discretion of the Librarian, be renewed
for a further period of fourteen days or less. Books must be brought to the Library to be so renewed.

27. The Librarian shall carefully examine each book returned and if the same is badly soiled, wiitten in,
marked or otherwise damaged, the borrower must immediately replace such beok or the set of books to which it
may belong, or pay the value thereof or such other penalty as the Librarian may see fit to impose. In the case
of refusal or neglect to do so such value shall be recoverable by action at law with costs.

28. Berrowers are required, to keep the books clean. They are not to turn down the leaves, or to make
pencil or other marks upon them. They should take the earliest opportunity to report any damage or damages
previously done to the books they received, atherwise they will be held responsible for same. In wet weather
borrowers are required, to protect the books during their conveyance to and from the Library. All avoidable injury
to books will be dealt with as under Rule 27.

29. No book shall be lent by a borrower to any other person whether a member or not. Violation of this
rule shall render the offending borrower liable for forfeiture of his tickets.

80. As far as possible books should be delivered to and returned by the borrowers personally. When this
rannot conveniently be done, borrowers are requested, to send, a responsible messenger, competent to deliver their
messages and to take due eare of books. The messenger must bring a note signed by the borrower for any book
applied, for and such note and deposit or the tickets shall be proof of the issue of the book to the borrower. The
Librarian has the right to refuse books to messengers when he may consider not qualified to take proper care qf them.
Books brought to be returned must be delivered to the Librarian, and not left on the tables or given to

other borrowers.

8). The Librarian may require any borrower on leaving the Library to satisfy him that he is not removing
any Library book other than those issued to him. Any borrower falling or declining to do so will in addition to
any other penalty, be liable to have his name struck off the list of borrowers.

Every borrower when removing bocks from the Library shall produce them at the exist Security Desk
for the purpose of inspection and taking down particulars etc.

39. 'The Librarian shall settle any dispute which may arise between borrowers as to who shall have any
particular book.

33. Any borrower desiring to have any particular book which has already been issued to another, retained

for him shall give particulars thereof to the Librarian and pay a reservation fee of 50 cts. Immediately the boo
becomes avuiﬁblela}. post card, shall be sent to him and the book will be retained for him for only seven Xa}"‘ there-

after.
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84. Readers desirous of recommending books for addition to the Library, or of making any other suggestions
may do so in the Suggestion Book which is available to borrowers and others entitled to use the Library.

85. Any complaint relating to the Library should be addressed to the Librarian.

86. No borrower, while suffering from an infectious disease shall take any book or cause any book to be
taken for his use from the library.

87. A borrower shall not permit any book which has been taken from the Library, and is in his charge,
to be used by any person whom he knows to be suffering from an infectious disease.

Reading Room

89. Every person desirous of becoming a reader shall sign the Reader’s Signature Book in which he shall
also enter his name, age, occupation and place of abode and official address and such signature will be taken and
considered to signify assent to this Rules and Regulations.

40. Readers shall not take any book, periodical, newspaper, or file into the Raeding Room.

41. It is expressly forbidden to take out of the Reading Room any periodical, newspaper, map, manuscript,
or other document or article.

42. Readers shall give up any hiewspaper or periodical or other document in the Reading Room, 20 minutes
after it has been asked for by any other reader.

Reference Library

48. Persons desirous of using the Reference Library must on each occasion, before entering, inform the
Librarian and obtain his permission and on such permission being granted sign the Reference Library Reader’s
Signature Book in which he shall enter his full name, age, occupation and address (both private and official) and
such signature will be taken and considered to signify assent to these Rules and Regulations.

44. Readers shall take ONLY BLANK SHEETS OF PAPER into the Reference Library for taking notes.

45. Readers are allowed, to take down from the open shelves books they wish to consult, and all such books
shall be left behind on the tables used by them. Books in locked shelves may be obtained from the Librarian on
application and such books must be returned to the Librarian.

46. Any book in the Lending Library, except works of Fiction, may be obtained for uge in the Reference
Library on application to the Librarian, but it must be given up if and when required for lending out.

Study Room
47.  No reader shall reserve a seat in the Study Room for other readers.

48. No reader shall leave the study room till after 15 minutes of the opening of this section except with
the permission of the Librarian,

49. Readers shall not engage in joint study.

50. Seats left vacant by readers for more than 15 minutes will be given over to other readers if required
by them.

Children’s Library

51. Children under the age of 14 shall be eligible to be admitted to the Children’s Libraries. The opening
hours of these libraries shall be determined by the Mayor.

52. Any such child resident in the City of Colombo may be admitted as a borrower of the Children’s Library

at the Itg:ia.in Library on paying a non-refundable fee of Rs. 5/- and on the application being guaranteed by the parent
or guardian.
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In the case of children studying in the City of Col . 2 : -
the application should be guaranteed by ‘the Ownerjchie¥ gccug;]glb{?f guﬁoﬁe;;d%:i «(J):mde the C:t}ftf[:lmnl;ls,
Municipal Limits of Colombo the rent of ‘which should not be ; an, annexe within the

< ess than Rs. 50/- i :
value of not less than Rs. 6,000/- per annum in addition the guarantee byai:he Iﬁai?:;tn;?gfagﬁi{;wmg wir i

_ Children who are neither resident nor attend schools withi
thraria.nhbe admitted as borrowers on payment of a non-refundzlmt?el: :ﬁl} t
paragrapi,.

City limits may at the discretion, of the
Rs. 5/- and guarantee as in the preceding

: : ears and resident in Col
be admitted as borrowers to borrow books from the Children’s Library on b}c:ha.lf of suc}!;esciz.iilllnelinon pa‘;rrr]::t;;tlgi? {

ant of a house, flat or an annexe

Applications for children over the age of seven years shall be endorsed by the Principal of the School
to which such children attend to the effect that he ; . by the Principal of the Schoo
the Library carefully to their advant age. is of apinion that the applicants may be trusted to use

The fee for tie renewal of membership once in Two years is Rs. 8.00 for childran.

Borrowers of the Children’s Library must return a volume taken out within fourteen days from the

date of issue (i.c. a book lent on the first of the month is due o be fiftee .
the detention of books after the due date are as follows:— R G a P sk s ek gt

01 to 80 days Rs. .05 cts. per day pe: book
81 to 90 days Rs. 5.00 per book

91 to 180 days Rs. 7.50 per book

beyond 181 days Rs. 15.00 per book

. When a borrower of a Children’s Library attains the age of 14 years he may at the discretion of the
Librarian be admitted to the Adults Lending Library as a borrower on making an application in the prescribed
form and the guarantee as in Rule 20.

In the case of a lost ticket at least one months’ notice shall be required for the issue of a
duplicate ticket at the discretion of the Librarian. Duplicate tickets will be issued on making a payment of Rs. 2. 50
for each ticket. The issue of a duplicate ticket shall not absolve a borrower from his responsibility for books which
may at any time be taken out on his original tickets.

Branch Libraries, Reading Rooms and Mobile Library

58. The above Rules and Regulations shall Mutatis Mutandis apply to Branch Libraries, Reading Rooms
and the Mobile Library of the Library Authority. The hours of opening of a Branch Library or Reading Room
shall be determined by the Mayor.

Mobile Library

54. The above Rules and Regulations Mutatis Mutandis apply to the members of the Mobile Library.
However, grace will be given for overdue books when the Mobile Library is unable to visit the service points on
the stipulated days and times due to unavoidable circumstances.

Inmatee of the Home for the Aged and Children’s Home maintained by the Colombo Municipal Couneil
will be given free membership. These borrowers are exempted from fines.

Audio-Visual Library

55. Subject to Rule 4, members of the Colombo Public Library System may be admitted to use the
Audio-Visual library on payment of an additional non-refundable fee of Rs. 20/- Non-members may be admitted
on payment of & non-refundable fee of Rs. 85/-.

One ticket will be issued to each patron which will enable him to enjoy the facilities in the Audio-visual
library, and will be valid for two years, from the date of issue and shall be renewed, every two years thereafter.
The fee for the renewal of membership once in two years is Rs. 20/-.

The maximum listening period allowed per person is one hour per day. The Librarian may permit
an extension of the period if there is no other request by any other member. However the librarian may at his
discretion terminate such extension.
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Patrons are cautioned against losing their tickets. A duplicate will be issued on making a payment
of Rs. 5/-.

Patrons shall not take any book, periodical, newspaper, file, audio-visual material, handbags etec. into
the Audio-visual library. ~They will carry with them only blank sheets of paper.

Requests for the prescribed forms could be made at the Inquiries counter or the Audio-visual Library.

56. Every borrower or reader is expected to render all assistance in his power to the Library Authority
and its officers and servants in endorcing the foregoing Rules and Regulations and every borrower or reader who
shall refuse or fail to do so or who shall offend against any of the foregoing Rules and Regulations shall be liable
to such fine or other penalty as may be determined in each case by the Mayor, provided that nothing herein contained
shall effect the right of the Library Authority to take legal action for the recovery of damages for any loss or injury
that may be caused by any person in respect of any book or other property of the Library Authority apart
from the liability of any person to be prosecuted, under the Ceylon Pcnal Code or other written law enforce for
any action which may amount to theft, mischief, deceit, trespass, criminal intimidation, insult, misconduct by a
drunken person or other offence thereunder.

Library for the Visually Handicapped

57. Visually Haudicapped borrowers will be given free membership. These borrowers are exempted from
fines,

Auditorium, Lobby of Auditorium, Conference Hall and Exhibition Hall:
58. Rates of Hire: Auditorium, Lobby of Auditorium, Conference Hall and Exhibition Hall:
Auditorium

Purpose Hire
(a) Variety entertainments, film shows and other entertainments ... Rs. 150/- per hour
() Meetings, lectures, seminars ... Rs. 100/- per hour
(¢) Meetings, lectures, seminars --- Rs. 600/- per day
(@) Exhibitions ..« Rs. 600/- per day

If extra electricity is used, an additional fee of Rs. 200/- per hour will be levied.
Lobby of Auditorium
Rs. 75/- per day
Conference Hall
Rs. 100/- per hour.
Ezhibition Hall
Rs. 150/- for the first day; thereafter Rs. 100/- per day.
Conditions of Hire
(i) hA.l 1:::;scu:-ity deposit of Rs. 500/- and the stipulated fee should be Paid in advance in respect of all

(i1) The Halls shall not be hired for political meetings, trade union meetings, weddings and for an
other purpose which in the opinion of the Chief Librarian, is detrimental to the interests :f th).:
members using the Library.

(iii) Cancellation of bookings will not normally be entertained. However under special circumstances
and for reasons acceptable to the Chief Librarian cancellation of a booking may be considerad.,

In such an event a percentage of the hire, to be decided upon by the Chief Librarian, shall be
recovered for revenue before any refund is made.

59. These Rules and Regulations may be altered by the Library Authorit whenever necess
alterations shall be duly posted in the Library. 4 8 e
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WINNERS OF THE ESSAY COMPETITION
ENGLISH MEDIUM

Senior

1st Amarangi De Silva — Visakha Vidyalaya — Colombo 4
2nd Yasoja Gunasekera _— Ladies College, Colombo 8

8rd Amala Gunawardana — Visakha Vidyalaya — Colombo 4
Intermediate

1st Nilika de Silva — Visakha Vidyalaya — Colombo 4
2nd Thevagnani Nalliah — Ramanathan Hindu Ladies College — Colombo 4
8rd Chanira Athurupane — Ladies College — Colombo 8
Juniors

1st Mudita de Silva — Devi Balika Vidyalaya — Colombo 8
2nd Shariya Basnayake — Ladies College — Colombo 3

3rd Shanika Wijewardene — Ladies College — Colombo 8

The bibrary provides materials with a view to:-

® Meeting the informational needs of all

® FEnriching and further developing the subjects on which indivi-
duals are undertaking formal education

® FEncouraging wholesome recreational and constructive use of
leisure 1ime

® Supporting educational, civic and cultural activities of groups
and organisations

® Facilitating informal self-education of all people in the cily
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PUBLISHERS AND BOOK SELLERS
PARTICIPATING IN THE BOOK FESTIVAL

All Ceylon Distributors
Dayawansa Jayakody and Co., Ltd.
K. V. G. De Siva and Sons (Colombo) Ltd.

Latlf-e House Bookshop/Lake House Investments
Lt

M. D. Gunasena & Co., Ltd.
People’s Publishing House Ltd.
Pradeepa Publishers
Pubudu Printers and Publishers
Ratna Poth Prakasakayo
Saman and Madara Publishers
S. Godage and Brothers
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CULTURAL PROGRAMME October 1985
Time of commencement — Daily at 6.80 p.m. Tuesday  1st — Ballet — Satana
Wednesday 2nd — Kalagola
Thursday 8rd — Sube and Yasa
Friday 4th — Vessantara
Saturday 5th — Variety Entertainment
Sunday  6th — . S Wickiema
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Thanks......

We extend our most gré.teful thanks to:
His Excellency J. R. Jayewardene and Madam Jayewardene

Honourable R. Premadasa and Madam Premadasa

His Worship Mr. B. Sirisena Cooray, the Mayor of Colombo and Madam Cooray
Mr. K. S. _Pa;lihakka.ra, Director, Department of Education, Colombo Region
Principals, teachers and students of Colombo Schools

Publishers and Booksellers

Mr. L. Gunaratne of Ratna Poth Prakasakayo .for donating 10 reems of Kinyobank paper

Mr. Dayawansa Jayakody of Dayawansa Jayakody and Co. for donating Art Paper for the dust jacket of
the Commemorative Volume

Mr. Arisen Ahybudu for composing the Welcome Seng

The Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation

The Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation

Independent Television Network

The Press

The Sri Lanka Police

Mr. K. T. D. Tissera, Municipal Commissioner

Heads of Departme11fs and all employees of the Colombo Municipal Couneil

Mr. B. S. Cooray, Municipal Printei-, Mr. Lionel Perera and the staff of the Municipal Press

President and the Committee of the Buddhist Association for helping in the Pirith Ceremony and Almsgiving

Orgenisers of the Hindu, Christian and Islamic religious ceremonies

Other donors and all those who helped in numerous ways

Ishvari Corea
Chief Librarian and Staff

University of Jaffna
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