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From Page 16

dually and to lead us to the great  ever-
lasting happiness. ie. ‘Veedu’ or ‘Moksa’.
Explaining what is dharma at first and sho-
wing the way to earn wealth in the right
way to discharge that dharma and training
us in _rigurous discipline till we get perfe-
ction 1n meeting the particular pleasures
and finally destroying the minor pleasures
and showing us the permanent happiness

uf salvation constitute the purpose of reli-
gion.

Salvation is the state at wii
getle_d.fmt'n bonds is full ofu czsg:irfgs:!
y tfl ;BI:LH l:s r;eant to make_this state avail-
p i w: fermanent happiness will result
ol & W dc»rsake chasing ephemeral pleas-
e B ne dthrough the senses. Certain
e conduct are necessary to rid oursel-

€ sensory comforts and to consti-

tute our social life to help us get perma-
nent happiness. Religion which has deliver-
ance as the ideal lays down the rules of
dharma. That is what great men meant when-
ever they spoke of dharma.

We have become so owing to the power
of Maya (illusion) that we want only wealth
and minor pleasures. Though in reality, wealth
and pleasure are not necessary for a good
life, great men have added these to the
aspects of life considering human nature.
If we cultivate dharma from the beginning asa
basic instinct, then wealth and pleasure
cannot spoil us. Dharma was listed as the
first aspect because it would keep under

control wealth and pleasure. Even as we
desire for wealth and pleasure we mustalso

yearn for dharma. Then it will divest wealth
and pleasure of their poison. Ultimately
it will lead us to salvation for which also
we should yearn.
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Virtuous deed®(‘Aram’ in Tamil or .‘Dharmg‘
in Sanskrit), Material wealth (‘Porul in Taml‘l
or ‘Artha’ in Sanskr_ll),wf’leaspre (‘Inpam
in Tamil or ‘Kama’ 10 t_a:mskrll‘)_angi Salva-
tion (‘Veedu’ In Tamil or *Moksa™ In Sanskrit)
are the four-fold aspects of life. These four
aspects have been listed as the wants of a
person for a good life.

What do we want in life? Inan imper
fect stage we want material wealth ie. ‘Porul’.
But material things gives us only ephemeral
happiness and deprives us of permanent
bliss. Therefore material wealth 1s actually
a nuisance.

What we really want is to be happy
without any wants Happiness is of two kinds.
Ons is temporary. The other is endless. The
one that brings temporary happiness 1s pleas
.ure (or ‘inpam’ of ‘kama’) These words
denote all kinds of worldly desires. The kind
of happiness that remains forever is the one
known as salvation (or ‘veedu’ or ‘moksa’).
We hanker after temporary pleasures because
we do not know the greatness of eternal
bliss, What we must desire for is to attain
salvation (‘veedu’ or ‘moksa’)

In day-to-day life what is wanted is ple-
asure, the third aspect. One is happy when
he gets good food. That is pleasure. If one
gets a good job, that is also a kind of
pleasure. Listening (o others praising us is
also a kind of pleasure But these pleasures
are momentary. We get pleasures through
wealth which may be of kind or of money,
or of house, or of persons. Wealth is the
basis for pleasure. We enjoy this pleasure
for a period of small duration. Then the
search for further pleasure overtakes us.

The everlasting great happiness which
makes one not to feel the want of anything
more, 1s salvation (or ryeedu’ or ‘moksa’)
*Veedu' in Tamil means Home or Liberation.
The body - the flesh - in which we live in is
actually a prison. Our real home is salvation
which is cternal bliss We shoulci lcavé this
prison and be in our own real home G!S
H'i_in“?pmmwd us in the body as puni;L

0t Ior our past sinful actions £ ;
df:.ccls are virtuous, He wiﬁc“éjxi?dOHQ Sul
crimes and reduce our sentence and reiealétg

tnce our period of

Religion and the four - fold aspects of life

prison life by committing more sins Wwhile
in prison We should endeayour to reach
Godhead which is the real home, The home
is the abode of endless happiness, the hap
piness that is not lacking in matter of
time, place and things

The aspect of life that is listed first is
Virtuous Deed (‘Aram’ or Dharma’). In Tamil
we are first told, “‘Desire to perform
Virtuous Deed’’ (o men @sw simby,) Though
‘Aram’ or '‘Dharma’ means doing good,
the word is construed as equivaleat to
‘giving’. Beggars implore wus to perform
dharma. We usually say ‘daana-dharma’.
In Tamil, philanthropic institutions are
termed ‘Arakattalai’. In this sense, giving
material things to others in need is Dharma,
How can we get the things which we can
give like this? Only if we had given things
to others in previous birth, that action
would result in our having enough to give
away in this birth. Giving away material
things is not the only putpose of Dharma.
Getting enough material things is also the
purpose of dharma. Just as wealth is the
cause of pleasure, dharma is the cause of
wealth.

The dirt in our minds will be removed
and we will get permanent happiness if we
dedicate ourselves to doing dharma with
the thought *I do not want wealth; Let
the Almighty bestow what He thinks fit".
The dharma which gives wealth will itself
become the cause of attaining salvation.

Through this it also becomes the cause of
pleasure and salvation when it is done
without desiring for results. If we give by
way of charity we get material in return.
With that material we can repeat the
charitable act. Now it is wealth itself which
is the cause of charity. Pleasure alone
never gets fulfilled nor is it the cause of other
things. Like the water poured on hot sand,
pleasure exhausts itself, and failing to last,
ceases to be the cause of other actions and
destroys the charitable instinct, wealth and
salvation.

Still it is not possible to give up all
pleasures instantaneously. Religion is there
to help us in getting free of pleasures gra-

(Turn to Page 15)

single word equivals : =
words do not I'uaai;y wverq:;_\:\}:ﬁt in English for ‘Aram' or ‘Dharma’. Virtug, Duty and other such
- import of either )

‘Aram’ or ‘Dharma’.
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