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Hindu Organ

The Essence of Saivaism

Siddhanta Selvar

Professor

This phenomenal world hlas fc.)r its first
cause the Supreme Being, .whwh is o_f the
nature of immutable consciousness .bhss. [t
is both transcendent and all pervasive. By
transcendence we mean that it is so §'ubtle
and innermost that ordinary human wxsdgm
cannot grasp at it. It is all pervasive
because of its consciousness force that
mingles with everything sent_ieutl and non
.sentient, and moves it with inseperable
immediacy. Technically the blissful transcen
-dent aspect is called Sivam aqd the cons
cious-force aspect is called Sakti.

Human wisdom or the cognitive potency
of the individual selves is defiled with spiri
tual darkness and consequently can objectify
only the gross material world. The very
purpose of cosmic creation is to remove
this spiritual defilement by subjecting the
individual selves to a cycle of birth and
death and disciplining them. While the selves
are clothed in their embodiments, they gain
partial wisdom and act as agents. So long
as they do not realise their true nature
and the inner presence which is inseparable
from them they are required to eat or
experience the fruit of their deeds, good
or bad.

At a particular stage, in consequence
of the ordeals of birth and death, a stage
is reached when the individual self becomes
censcious of its true nature and feels the
existegc_e of the inner presence. In this wisdom
the spiritual guidance given by the scriptures
plays an important part. There is also
the [inner presence of God making the self
realise truth by purifying it and releasing it
from the natural defilement,

. _Now the self realises that without the
divine ageney and guidance nothing is being

done. 8o with the enlightenment granted

(Courtesy: Saiva Periyar S,

K. Vajravelu

Mudaliar

by the light of grace of the Divine, the
individual self lives a life of devotion in
harmony with the divine will. This submiss
-ion to the divine will is the self’s devoted
worship. By means of this worship the
individual self gets rid of its defilement, Srows
in nature and stature and identifes itself
with the inner presence. This identification
is the state of bliss, the complete release
from the world.

The whole scheme of life is a pilgrimage
of the self from attachment to the world
to the attachment and identifcation with the
divining The pilgrimage and the fulfilment
of the individual self may be likened unto
the process of a greenfruit becoming a ripe
one. When the fruit is green it is attached
to the bond of the branch of the tree, The
attachment gradually gets loosened as the
fruit grows riper and riper, until at last it
gets itself freed from the bond and falls to
the ground. The earth is the Godhead which
is the main support and life - giver of the
tree as well as the fruit attached to it. The
sustenance of the tree as well as the ripen
-ing of the fruit takes place from the essence
of the earth supplied to the tree. Thus
God works through the world the process
of maturing and getting release from the
worldly attachment of the individual selves,

Hence the prayer:

Triambakam yajamahe suganthim |
pustivardhanam
Urvarukamiva bandhanatmrtyoh
muksiyamamriat ||

— Appendix: Sri Rudram

[We worship the Lord with three eyes
emitting sweet fragrance, who increases
nourishment; like cucumber from its bond, let
us become free with ease from the perishable
world, but not from immortality.]
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