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Hindu Organ

Thiru Neeru (The Holy Ash)

One of the special features of the Hindu
religion is that every one of its follower's 1.1mft
wear some mark on his | her Forcheald. The Srl.walleus
wear Thiruneeru (holy ash). The wearing of
Thiruneery reminds us of so many aspects ‘of _our
dharma. Especially it reminds us of : Swa;
Thiruncery is also called  Vibhuthi. . l‘/.rbh.u.rh;
means wealth, To understand why Vr‘bh:‘uh: significs
wealth. we should know how Vibhuthi s preparcd.
It is prepared from something ir! whrch Lakshmi
resides. Lakshmi tesides mainly in five places: the
hind part of the cow, the head of the elephant
the line of parting of hair on a married woman’s
head, in the lotus and in the Vilvam leaves Lakshmi
alse resides in other places such as those where
there is courage, where there is good conduct, where

there is truth and so on.

Vibhuthi is prepared from cowdung which
comes from the hind part of the cow where Lakshmi
resides. The VFibhuthi which is sold in the shops
may not be pure Fibhuthi obtained in this manner.
Pure Vibhuthi has to be prepared by burning dried
cowdung cakes. So cowdung has a significance,
and the Vibhuthi prepared by burning it is also
considered to be a sign of wealth. In Madurai,
Saint Thirugnanasambandar had exhorted all the
people to wear Vibhuthi and soon Madurai became
prosperous. Therefore Vibhuthi is a symbol of
wealth, prosperity and happiness. 1In fact, Siva
Himself wears Vibhuthi. Therefore wearing of
Vibhuthi also reminds us of Siva.

Vibhuthi has no form and it is pure whits
in colour. It denotes the last state of everything in
the world. When a thing is burnt. first it becomes
black, and when it is burnt again, it becomes white
ash, and even if we burn it again, this white ash
alone remains. Therefore the consummation of all
bodics is white ash. This last state of things is
the s\al.e_of Siva. Tt also implies purity. Vibhuthi
thuf. reminds us of the fact that only ashes remain
ultimately when things are burnt completely, or onl
Siva, the ultimate, remains eternal in p.ura ani
white form. Thas the wearing of Vibhuthi reminds
us of so many great philosophical truths.

If we trace the cauge i i

tha:t only one eternal substzglfceal.listh;::gs’ \re A
umversal. cause of the variety and multi “Z(_Jtﬁ tat:]d
We see i this world. It js g a symbpl e
'llllf.ll'lla[c source of things that we Weau' Iﬁf’ thqt
Vibhuthi .reminds us that everything is 1S' Il
only, which is the ultimate goal of life S;”iﬁ:};;}::;:f

: i

in the material frame corresponds to Siva in the
spiritual frame. When we burn everything in the
fire of knowledge, what remains is Siva aud only Siva.

We often say that whatever is written on the
forechead of a person cannot be altered and nobody
can change it. Even Siva cannot change it, It is
written on the forehead and therefore, one has to
go through it. When a person is suffering and
complains about it, we just tell that person ‘It
is written on your forehead, so there is no way
out” But if something good happens, nobody says
that itis written on hisfher forehead and thérefore
he/she is happy and enjoying. It is only when bad
things happen that we Invoke this idea Actually,
both good and bad are written on the forehead,
and every individual has to experience it

When we go out in the hot sun, we wear
shoes to protect our feet. Even though the road
is hot, we do not feel it because we are wearing
the shoes. Similarly, when there is rain, we wear
the raincoat and go out The rain falls on the
raincoat. But we do not get wet because
there is a cover to protect us. Similarly, Vibhuthi also
protects us, reminds us of the theory of karma,
and of Siva, the ultimate. All of us have to face
the good as well as bad things of life. We cannot
escape from them but we cun reduce their intensity
to some extent. The fruits of whatever karmas we
do will have to be experienced by us. No one
can stop it. We can only reduce the extent of
suffering. As the Tamil proverb ‘‘sowdés aiss
soalurmsGuir® Gurss’’ Says, what came to

take away the head could be made to take away
the turban only.

When Fibhuthi is worn on the forehead, it
reminds us of Siva and the forechead on which the
bad thing has been written by Braghma gets the
grace of God, and therefore the obstacles, miseries,
sorrows and sufferings become less and do not affect
us very much. That is the principle behind the
wearing of Vibhuthi on the forehead. An ordinary
man will not have the capacity to bear his suffer-
ing, but when he develops bhakthi towards Siva
and reminds himself of Siva by wearing Vibhuthi on
the forehead it gives him the grace of God, he can
suffer the adversity with greater mental strength and
get the necessary power to do so.

So everyone should get up in the morning and
after morning ablutions apd bath, should wear
Vibhuthi on the forehead and thus remind himself of
Siva and with His grace, conduct the affairs of
daily life.

Piramathy, Typpachi 07 (Fullmoon)

Edited & Publis
K. K. 8. Road
(Fullmoon day)

hed by Professor R. Kum
» Jaffna & Printed at Blig

a_fa"f’_‘diVEI on behalf of the Jaffna - Saiva Paripalana Sabai of 450,
Bt Bathippakair, '430)'K. K. S. Road, Jaffna. on 24-10-1999,



