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Navalar’s Personality

_ Saiva Periyar S. Shivapadasundaram B. A -

NAVALAR was deeply religious. His activi- Madras), which showed no sign of mercy. The

) 2 Lie islinien. Service to inan booklet that Nayalar wrote was full of the gloriss
ties proceedad {C[l"(;‘ “Ec ::Ll\;ueldmthcs lSi]mivJ. Reli- of Jaffna and the glorious stupiditiecs of the
g e bw- J? [.t wusﬂilis relicion or it was Mudaliar, From the list of glories T quote one,
gion not = 'E'c'LmsubuL because he loved Shiva. Even The temple of Rameshvaram, beld in great wvenera-
the true I’.bltl@;“’tl]lw Thamil Language was regarded tion even by thz people of Northern India was
his service ‘-3—\1“ to his Religion, because he thought built by a king of Jatfna accordiog to an inseri-
Byt ludy of Thamil was not an end but a ption in the Holy of Holies of the temple. The
;};::nstl:; lso:c'aud gy 9 temple of Vedaranyam was built by Tillainatha

: . : 13 ; Tambiran of Jaffna; to which the Rajah of Tanjore
g pDSETTH LT srom@ETe)  eumo laleir gave extensive lands and other sources of income,
spoTar GSTHT Gl eafler’ as a reward for the cure of a disease the Rajah's

He knew no fear, because he did not prize even son, effected by the Tambiran with no medicine

; A e 1 his life both in other than Sacred Ashes. Navalar also made a
?I?f I:)a,ocl);d )?élﬂ?;];ltzw;;%i:: S;d t.;llrb)t]1c]t’.vizl.tehhirrl personal counter - attack on the Mudaliar. The
': '{]nyway from his cause of action. He had a regard Mudaliar was the third assistant to the Head
lr.m-‘m]igimls men. But he mnever respected wealth Tl}amti Panjdu: b('}f 4 schaals fNavalar. Who had
or power Though he received contributions for a""fft-'ss lct’) th:h Squacdt l;ﬂaiil_\ﬁf 0 aT' ansrver. paper
nis school, he mever accepted presents made to him wri tf“ yo e fea Pandit lhn public examination,
personally. When the head of Thiruavaduthurai quotes enough rlOm it to s ow that he did not
Adhinam visited his school at Chidambaram, he know even the e cment;; of Thamil Grammer. Of
presented him with a shawl and two vesties. Navalar sue:h‘ _flIl 1guoromous'.f the Mudallgr was the thlr_d
sent the price of these presents to him, requesting assistant, and was afterwards relieved even of this
him to make with that money the necessary repairs humble P’JSI. in consequence of his utter inefficiency.
in Maraignanasambandar’s temple near Chidam- Those who can relish an unsparing merciless atlack
baram. The successor elect of the Adhinam sent  Will do well to read this pamphlet.

him eighty rupees. He returned the same to him
by a bank draft. Just as he was free form fear,
he was equally free from ordinary anger. One day,
his cook. in a fit of madness. took a large
quantity of rice and threw it on his face. Navalar
was calm and unmoved. He sympathetically tried
to find out why he did it Bat Navalar was not
free from righteous indignation, One day his glder
brother Tyagarajah wishing to know the extent of
Navalar’s religious feeling, said to his hearing that
the stories of Periya Puranam were all false.
Navalar became mad with fury and chased his elder
brother who got into a room and locked himself

Navalar had good social instincts. One day,
when he was teaching in his school, he heard the
cry, *“Bire’’. He darted like an arrow, reached the
house that was burning. and did all he could,
along with others, to puot out the fire, One of
his pupils had an attack of smallpox. He visited
him everyday, in spite of the insistence of his
friends that he should not go there. He took part
in politics too. When a successor had to be appointed
in place of Sri Muttukumaraswamy as the Thamil
member of the Legislative Council, he held several
meetings in support of Mr (Iatm;l Sir) P. Ramana-
S R R e onss) intetvened,  and N than against the candidature of Advocate C. Brito,
e b Bk, (v Ben: Gt inkult. 15 ‘i re]igizrla];l: a personal friend of his, but not one so well qualified

to his country came in writing, there would be no as the former.

one to interyene ‘andlhi.\; ire‘ had full sway. One Navalar was a scholar and author, teacher and
Veerasamy Mudaliar of Narasinga Puram had some-

h Gt Giscarays : preacher, exemplar and reformer, mighty genious
:rani? to kn:w odfl fhf;_gm&ley Ctﬁfecf:‘gf']]:;nm_{:?:dlig: and indefatigable worker, lover of Thamil, lu\.rer
only of the writer but also of his superior, and of Shaivaism and lover of God. Another like
wrole a counter attack (This is said to be the him the Thamil land has mnot seen for several
joint work of Navalar and Sivapadanesapillai of centuries.

2 OM is 4 primal sound: #) : . -
: ; the co o N
three paris: smos proliferated  from is composed of

;:)r(ﬂz-jm;n {z?;r)stgr‘t(%ig';l {mt) and M., All sounds, u!tenlzble, are subsumed by OM,
words which dssC-;:b.,L(fl’ if'ff_ss through U and end in M. So OM represents all
descriplions of God L} .{O{z : 2l (anguages avi sl NEINIIN EINE LS

tave also to end n silence. The process of reciting OM,

until silence is reached ;e
Rt .mumd 8 the process of attaining the Universal Absolute, through
cwplation of the Formful Attribute-ful God.
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