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THE UNITY OF RELIGIONS

Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi Paramacharya Swamigal

(Rendered into English from the original Tamil compilation

by Ra. Ganapati entitled **DEIVATTIN
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1l religions are meant for worship o
God:AAll ffiths hold that God is one. God,
who is only one, will accept devotion 1n
whichever way it is offered. Hence therf.j,lli
no need for one to ieave the religion in whic

he is born, and go to any other religion for

solace.

The temple, the church, the mosque and
the vihara may differ in structure. The deity
or the symbol inside may also be different.
The rituals may also differ. But the Supr-
eme Being who bestows grace is the same.
Different religions have arisen dep_endmg on
the culture of each country and its people.
All these religions show the way to reach
Godhead through worship according to their
imagination. Hence no one need get conver
-ted to another religion from his own faith.
Those who leave their own religion
for another, not only denigrate their
own religion, but also the one to which
they get converted. They also denigrate God.
You may think that they go to another
religion because they find some drawback in
their own religion and wonder why I say that
they denigrate the religion to which they get co
-nverted.I will explain.They seek another relig-
lon because they do not regard God as common
to all, thus denigrating Him. Thinking that
the grace of the God of his own religion is not
good enough, they go to another religion. Do
they at least accept that the God of the new
religion is common to all? If they do, there
15 no need for conversion. The need for
conversion from one religion to another,
arose because the converts did not believe
that the God in the new religion would
bestow grace upon them even if they conti
‘hue to remain in their own religion. That
13, they have limited the power of God of
the new religion, By getting converted, they

think that the new rejjp; ill gi
ey ligion will give them

et Tltlﬁ great ghfferqnce between Hinduism
2 other religions is this. Our religion is
¢ only one that does not say it is the
only way to salvation. religion doeg
;lt%trsc?lngert others to it. Because our ance-
40 tha 'already realised that al| religions
: € many means for reaching the Para.
dited R. Kumar_ax_*aTli;g_

KURAL’*)

matma. Every Hindu should be proud of
this broad minded concept. The Veda says
that all saints talk about truthin different
ways. Bhagawan  says in the Gita,
““whoever worships me in whatever form, I
enhance my divinity myself and settle him
in that particular mode of worship’’. That
is why Hindus never indulge in proselytisa-
tion, persecution, crusades and jehad to ¢o-
nvert others to our faith. Our long history
bears out this fact. There was no for-
ced conversion even when Hindu Kingdoms
were established in the Far East. Foreigners
who were happy to know about our cultyre
voluntarily came forward to embrace oyr
faith. Most often it is said that our religion
spread in other countries through trade
and not by sweord.

To convert a man to a new religion
there should be a ritual for that purpose. The
religions which practice conversion have some
kind of baptism. Hinduism which has more
ritual than any other religion, does not
have a ritual for converting others to it.
This is evidence to the fact that we do not
favour conversion.

As soon as passengers disembark from tra
-ins,taxi drivers surround them. One can reach
his destination by traveling by any one of the
vehicles. It is no wrong on the part of the
vehicle drivers to compete with one another
in getting some money. It is for their live
-lihood. But it is meaningless on the part
of various religions to compete with one
another professing to lead people to God-
head through conversion.

There isa bridge on a river. There are
many spans which are of equal measurement.
But to one who is near a span it would
seem that it is the biggest span. Others would
appear small. Likewise it is because one’s
own religion appears to be the best of all,
one tends to invite others to embrace it.
But as all spans are equal in size, there is
no need for anyone to forsake the faith in
which he is born.

It is not necessary that allr eligions should
have common ideals and rituals.Without attem
-pting to make the religions uniform, one
should seek for unity among all. Uniformity
is not necessary. There should be unity.
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