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The

Many of those peapl

so after examin e
?’?illl‘lm [g?ellectuals might have evaluated the

i gut the common peo-
ofure accepting them . ; ‘
;ficptsdob Ii;rt look at the concepts and ideals

e who embrace a new faithl
tng the ph ilosophy of that

i the

If the ca;nmmndpgoplﬁ afﬁ:;t]guq{ageh a%lie &

i ontained in It, the 5 .
ph]llo'sopﬁf; goncepts of the philosophy ?rbenhzsllgug
e:;}p al[;nu.st be able to adduce reasons gr e
E'Ik‘le?l)f religious principles being !?et[er ;.f‘hue e
f others. But in reality, amajorlt)lro . oiaad
?vers of a religion, would fnmb li::le eait')g?oltao ltpis .

i ical aspects of that rell s 1
:“E:t fgilfsri%t}:riw of the Saivaitees do not Kknow

anything about Saiva Siththantha.

- ion flourishes because of its philosophy .
OrdinNa[;yr?éﬁg,!]; are not worried about philosophy.
If they find a greatl saint who is full of compassion
and is known to follow good habits they believe
him: They follow his faith in the firm belief
that whatever he says must be good Qn_the cont-
rary, though a-religion is replete with divine philo-
sophy, the moment the preachers and priests of -that
religion is found to have deviated from ‘the pres-
cribed code of conduct that religion begins to- de-
cline. It is aot possible to find the direct reason
for people jrining religions based on contrary philo-
sophies. But we can find the reason for the decline
of religions which people used to be proud of for
its greatness.. Jf we can find how a religion declined,
we can understand how it grew.and flourished. -

- It we look into the causes for the decline of
any religion in any country, we will find that there
have been irregularities in its institutions and mis-
conduct on the part of those who preached it We
“are not concerned with those religions (hat attract
people through violence and /or money. If a reli-
~gion offers baptism after rendering all kinds of
social service people are apt to be atiracted by it.
It 1s suid one particular raligion grew in times “of
fajlgu:_ue and war. It is also said that when another
re 1g1?n was spread by compulsion people in large
numbers had to embrace it; ‘Here it s proved
that people do not embrace a religion because of
s philosophy. We must also note another thin,

Christian missionaries converted many people gy

saymg to them, ¢ N iy X

your religion, We \‘\flclj? ulgil‘if?l been' suppressed in

our religion. We will offer OYuOHd;r Y8R cems to

carc and other things free * - E o5 i on, medical

them embraced th e _ Ven then not all of
_ ced that religion.” Thoye

they felt oppressed by their own s nds, - thaugh

ll_unk much of the facilities offer];drengl'o”' did nat
gionists and refrained from LY Y any other reli-

g 1t. Of course

their own goodness was a reason for their decis:
- decision

Another reason is that they ke
S = Y %ept on clinging to their
own religion with the conviction that gthgeyu t\irl;;lz

to remain in a religion in which great saints have
been born during every generation, o
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Preachers and the Priests

Religions which do not use compulsion or money
power have flourished due to the dualities of the
priests and the preachers. It is not enough for repre-
sentatives of a faith to have only outward appear-
ance To whichever religion he | she belongs he should
not be selfish -~ Thare should be no hatred. There
should be moral discipline, gosd fapzs and peace
and compassion Their excentional qualities should
help to remove the shortcomings of those who
follow their faith Therefore ‘to make our " religion
flourish we must see that high quality = preachers
arise in our midst. We need them not to counter
anything. We need representatives who exemplify
our religious principles by their lives. Our reli-
gion has been alive from time immemorial because
of teachers who exemplified our religiowrs principles
by their lives In 'the future also it will flourish
because of such great people.

(f somzone fries to convert people through wars
we cannot. do anything. We are also not wealthier
enough .to counter those who spend millions for pro-
selytizing people. .Even if we have enough money,
our work in converting others would not b: genuine.
It. will not last: Because, whatever we do  with
wealth and power may be lost when someone else .
comes with more wealth and power. Hence, what -
we should do is better ourselves with faith in our
soul-forée, ‘without depending on external forces
Then our -religion would flourish without any pre-
paganda, force or attraction - e aT : - -

-M_.a.ly intellectuals. in  other countries praise

Saiva Siththantha bscause of its great ideals. Some
of .them 'come to our religion-after a good deal of

research and self-enquiry. But this will not be
applicable to the common people. For our religion
to flourish among the.common people, we must

~ train our priests and produce preachers with high

ideals and qualities.

The Hindu Organ, during the last twelve
months has been strongly advocating the establish-
went of a Training College for priests and preach-
ers. It has also been advocating the establishment
of The Conference of Saiva Institutions and to
appoint a paid officer as its Secretary General to
attend to all matters relating to the proposed
Training College. and for coordinating all social
welfare activities. among the Saivaitees in Sri Lanka.
Let us work together during the year Vickrama
to achieve this goal.” ; =SS

— =3 .
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