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Guru Pooj

(An abridged version of the Edit
Bliss on Vaika§i
at the Saint with his
Divine Light.

gt. Sambhandar attained
Moolam. It is on this day th
wife and kinstolk entered the

a

g i amilNadu at
St. Sambhandar Wwas born in Tami g

{ime when the non - Vaidik rcI.igions w;:rt_: Sm e
asecendancy . The ruliog dynasties were Jains. e
the avenues of influence and powcr.were mt i
hands. They, having secured this advanfaglhe_
position. exploited it unscrupulously for the urddl
rance of their religious propaganda. In the mi le
of the seventh century Saiva religion had 10 maintain

a hard and painful struggle for existence in the
land of the Tamils
The birth of the Saint and the great Siva

Thondu which he did in his short but eventful life
mark a new era in the history of the Saiva re-
ligion, art and literature. His inspiring message of
Bhakti and Service to Sivae Peruman stirred the
Tamil country to manifold activities the like of
which bad never been seen before. It was a con-
vincing message to all who wasted their spiritual
quest in the barren fields of atheistic religions.
Kings who were led astray by the false doctrines
of the Jains came back to the ancient religion which
they had forsaken. The subjects too, followed the
cXample of their rulers. Both kings and subjects
Vied with one another in paying their worship to
Siva Peruman and in re building and renovating

the temples and shrines which had gone into ruins
through their apostasy.

The influence of this great Saint and his great
message was not confined to the Tamil land alone.
Marmlers, Vierchants and Missionaries carried it to
the distant countries and far off islands. The con-
temporaneous history of Java, Champa and Cam-

bodia testifies { :
: ow this message had i
countries outside Tamil Nady. 8¢ had influenced

‘ Saint {Sambhandar s
With ancient SriLanka by h
of the two Saiva shrines in
fi;hirs_ck};‘zoneswamm and
ourishing seats of Saiva worsh: i
frequented by pilgrims f{omg?zhrlp 51
the two Thirupathigams it is clear
and Eastern Sri Lanka was the
devoted §ivg Thondars.

Unperishably associated
is cele'bruting the glories
his divine Thiru Muras,

Thimkkethses waram  Were

From

that the Northern

home of trye and

2 of Saint Sambhandar

orial of the Hindu Organ of 07 June 1928)

‘HpTiD BN Zaveal@yar prurt
sy Gurpphensd OTTHAH
ari@it parbpd weAAEST pHAT
prewdart &raw URGAILT
epruiaquid daliyh ApThANTUT AfSHA

Bops® Hradart Grean
Crriqich HZoarljil HLALST HOHH
Crraornr wonaumnip H16p”’

We invite our readers to study carefully every
line of this divine hymn. Even today the devotion
of the Saiva people at Trincomalee to 3iva Peruman
is no less ardent than that of their ancestors. The
splendid temples which they have erected to the
worship of Siva Peruman constitute testimony to
their religious carnestness. We are sure that they
will follow in the footsteps of their ancestors and
will nor barter their rich spiritual heritage for the
worship of any new Saint or for the propagation
of any new cult.

Saivaism as preached and practiced by the Saiva
Saints has been accepted as their religion by our
ancestors. In the days gone by new cults with new
angled theories invaded Tamil lands, and they failed
to shake the toundations of beljef of the Saiva
people. The teachings of Sankara never took any
firm hold in the Tamil Jland. Nor could he divide
the devotion of the Tamils to the Saiva Saints to
any appreciable extent. All that is worth knowing
in religious matters, all that is necessary to guide
us and inspire us in our daily life and to show us
the path for the attainment of the final Bliss are
contained in the twelve Saiva Thiru Murais and the
fourteen Meykanda Sasthras. Let us hold fast to
them and carry the divine message that is contained
therein to all irrespective of caste, creed or race.

Today there is Onme among us who cmbodies in
Himself the great and noble Spirit of the Saiva
Saints. His presence among us is a great incentive
o good living and an inspiration to many in their
life and work. He that has thirst for the knoW-
ledge of real religion let him slake it at this pure
l_iying fountain which has been vouchsafed to us by
Siva Peruman for our good.
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