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NEGLECTED

CLASSICS

Prof. M. M. Uwise needs no introduction to those
who are familiar with Tamil literature in general and
Muslim Tamil literature in particular, He obtained

his Master’s degree in 1951 with “The Muslim Contri-

bution to Tamil Literature™ as his subject. He has
secured the degree of Doctor of Philosophy on the
basis of a scholarly thesis on “Muslim Epics in Tamil
Literature’’. This thesis is the subject matter cf the
present book.

Prof. Uwise has worked in a variety of fields—as a
teacher in Zahira College, Colombo, as 2 lecturer in
Tamil in the University of Ceylon, as a Translator in the
Department of Exmaipations, as an Organiser of
Muslim programmes in Radio Ceylon; he has also
officiated as Head of the Department of Modern Orien-
ta, Languages in Vidycdaya University, Si1i fLanka,
and as Editor, Central Translation Service of Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce. He is the Quazi for the
Judicial Division of Panadura under the Goverrment
of SriLanka. His work as a teacher of Tamil at various
levels has helped him to study in depth Tamil literature
and, in particular, the contribution of Muslims to the
vast and growing riches of Tamil literature. He has
translated several books from Sinhala into Tamil, from
Tamil into Sinhala and from English into Sinhala.
He has been, besides, an author of distinction in his
own right and among his works are :

The Muslim contribution to Tamil literature
(—in English)
Towards understanding Islam;
Anecdotes from Tslam; and
Prophet Mohamed
— in Sinhala and
Islamiaththenral (@ervawrifu g Qgen e )
Nambikkai (501946 4)
Gnanavallal Guoankudiyar ( @57 e @ 6ier e
(& &1 I (&L WITTT)

(1)

(2
(3)
)

(1)
(2)
(3)

Hon'ble Thiru Justice

M. M. ISMAIL

Judge, High Court, Madras

(4) Needhiyum Niyayamum (35 ey flurmu i)
(5) Islamum Inba Thamizhem (
@6 g S pLD)

BevevmqpLh
— in Tamil.

He has also edited scme of the early Temil works by
Muslim writers, e.g., Achaia Kovai by Abdul Majid
Pulavar, Pulavaratrugadai by Ghulam Khzder Navalar
ete.

His deep piety ard religious bert cf mird made him
concentrate on the ethical and religicus content of the
literary works he came across but this was withcut
prejudice to a deep insight into their artistic qualities.
He has impressed all those with whcm he has ccme in
contact by his transparent sircerity, his untirirg ir dus-
try, his insight into literatuvre ard by his unimpezchable
integrity of persoral chazacter. These who have
listened to his expositicn cf literery classics have derived
considerable profit therefrom.

It is unfortunate that the vastnmess ard variety of
the contribution which Muslim writers have mzde te
Tamil literature are not as well kncwn as they deserve
to be., Hundreds of works by Muslims exist in almost
every one of the traditional forms of Temil literature
such aspuranam (L/7new z), kalambkawas (euorai),
andhadhi (=/5275), Thiruppugazh (£ Uy s:), Pillal
Thamiz (9erérs &u51p), Malai (wondv), Padaipper
( wewr sGuiri ), Ammavai (»wweréy), Sindhu
(A55). Thalatta ( srerc® ), Kummi (@),
Kovai (Csmerai) etc. But the world of Tamil scholar-
ship seems, tregically enough, little aware cf these
riches which are an essential part of the riches of Tamil
culture as a whole. Perhaps the Islemic themes of
these v orks ard the frequent, intermixture of Arcbic
with Tamil words made these works a little d'fiicult of
comprehension to non-Musl'm lovers of Temil. Eut
there is no excuse at all for Musiim lovers of Tamil
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being as ignorant as they seem to be of the quality and
quantity of the contribution made by Muslims to Tamil
literature. Scholars like Prof. Uwise seek, by their
work, to promote some understanding, by Muslim as
well as nen-Muslim lovers of Tamil, of these sadly
neglected c'assics. A noteworthy characteristic of
these works is that despite their Islamic themes and itheir
conformity to the religious tradition ard teaching of
that great religion, they adhere scrupulously to fhe
literary standards and conventions of ancient Tamil
literature. In their use of imagery and otber literary
devices, these Muslim writers are hardly at all distin-
guishable from their non-Muslim ccmpeers. Ard
in the total quality of their literary achievement, compe-
tent scholars have enthusiastically acclaimed them as
on a par with established classics of Tamii literature.
The very atmosphere of their works is redolent of the
land of Tamils—notwithstanding that they write of
events and incidents in distant, desolate. desert-ridden
Arabia. As a matter of fact certain anecdotes and
allusions peculiar fo Hindu puranas and ithihasas
have been woven closely into the texture of Muslim
Tamil literature. When the poets are dealing with
Arabia, Tran or Iraq, they are having only the Tamil
Nad 1n their mind and it is the fertile Tamil Nad with
its rivers, lakes, hills and dales that takes the place
of that barren sandy Arabia. So also the customs,
practices and traditions of the people of Tamil Nad,
to thz extent to which they are not opposed to the ex-
press teachings of Islam, its prophet and its saints and
savants, have been portrayed as those of the people
dealth with by the epics.

) Prof. Uw‘}se deals, in this book, with the great epics
in Tamil by Muslim poets. Inevitably he brings to his
assesment of these, comparisons with the epic poetry of
non-Muslim poets. He covers, among others, Cirappura-
nam of Umaruppulavar, Cinna Cira or Ciravenkira
puraiam by Pani-Akumathu Maraikkayar of Kayalpat-
taram, Putukuccam by Ceyku Aptul Katiru-Naynar
Leppai Alim of Kayalpattanam, popularly known as
; Pfl!av‘ar Nayakam, Tirumazimalai, Kutuprayakam and
T;:f:kkarazappuranam by the same Pulavar Nayakam
Irajazayakamby Vamakkalanciyappulavar, Kutupur;aya.,.
karn or M ixiyittin puranam by Vamakkalanciyappulavar
h melf, Nakurppuranam by Kulam Katiru Navalar of
Nagoor, Mnukiyittin puranam by Badurdeen pulavar
:-.c. D:raw'ng upon European and Englsh literature
for standads of - 1ical evaluation, Prof. Uwice has
n-:sznted in this work 2 comprehansive accornt of 1;1
¢outent and quality of the works he hus di-cussed ancel
Bowa how close s hiir conformity to the standards

2

of artistic excellence, implicit ard explicit, in the great
monuments of Tamil literary history and to the structu-

ral framework and features of these classics.

Tamil works themselves lay down the form and the
contents of an epic in broad outline and Prof. Uwise
has attempted to show how Muslim Tamil poets have
scrupulously adhered to the stardards set. It is well
known that every epic commences with an inyocation.
Chpters I to I11 of the present work tell us how the
authors of works referred to above framed their invoca-
tory verses. At the end of each chapter the author
has given us the actual Tamil verses themselves. Tra-
ditionally a puranam in Tamil, after the invocation.
describes the natural features of the country, the rivers
and the towns. Thereafter it goes on to deal with the
birth of the hero, his boyhood, his education and
training, his marriage, his achievements and other
events in his life. It has of course to deal with the
religion and traditions of the people and the wars
fought by the hero with his enemies. Prof. Uwise
shows with illustrations as to how the Islamic epics
in Tamil follow the same pattern and tradition. Chap-
ters 1'V ard V of the work deal witn the description of
Nature, the former with land and the latter with agri-
culture. Chapters VI and VII deal with the description
of cities. Chapter VIII deals with the description
of the Sun and the Moon. Chapter IX deals with the
descr_ipt.ion of tracts of land. Chapter X deals with the
description of Allzh, the Almighty. Chapter XI deals
with the study of characters of the Herces. Chapter
X! deals with the study of character of villians.
Chapter X111 deals with the stuay of character of the
Herc_alnes and other females. Chapter XIV deals with
foreign elements and Arabic and Persian words inters-
Persedlwfth the Tamil words. Needless to say that the
great industry, powers of critical analysis and the
conscientiousness and scholarly care of the author
are revealed in the work. In these chapters Prof. Uwise
deals Wi-th the way in which descriptions of the beauty
of physical nature mingle with the narrative of heroic
f(}a-ts' aﬂfi with the broad features of the s icial life and
civilization of the people of the times. Illustrative
verses frlc;m the works light up the work and compari-
sons with verses from the bett i o
show the reader not merely t]f: :(;1;) v;?naTém.Ult clat:sms;_
Prof. Uwise’s scholarship but 1hg‘ ey
and val’'d ty of e fmnsm lnteg.my
el 1y of the bases of his critical evaluation.
Tt v i sl T et
~ORs ok, - Uwise shows, detract fi i
atrinse Tl . etract from their

: poeiry. And one soon learns that

(Contd. on page 11)
&
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The Sinhala
Scholar

By confirring a Doctorate of Philosophy on Al-
Haj Mahmud Muhsmmad Uwise, M.A., of Panadura
for his service to Tamil Lterature in general and to
{slamic Literature in Tamil in particular the Univer-
sity of Sri Lanka has indeed, honoured the Muslim
Community of Sri Lankafor he is the first Muslim to
be thus recognised. It is only therefore fitting that the
Muslims should show their appreciation of this honour,
by among other things putting out a special publica-
tion recording his service so that it might survive as an
object lesson for other Muslims to emulate.

But, as Al-Haj Dr. Uwise’s scholarship in Tamil is
generally well known and will be emphasised by many
in this special publication I propose to acquaint its
readers with only the following facts ilustrating his
equally profound knowledge of the Sinhala Language
as well. Once, about a quarter century ago, the All-
Ceylon Muslim [League, Colombo had arranged to
broadcast from the then Radio Ceylon (now SLBC)
three talks in Sinhala, Tamil and English on Pakistan
and its founder Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
to mark an important occasion. The three scripts were
ready. On the day these were to be sent to the Radio
Ceylon there appeared in the evening Press some very
important piece of news on the subject from Pakistan.
I was in charge of this matter and I felt that this new
item might be profitably included in the scripts. I did
accordingly in the Fnglish and Tamil Scripts but as
the gentleman who prepared Sinhala script had gone

out of town, 1 was wondering as to whom I
should approach at that eleventh hour, for a Sinhala
translation of that news item. Suddenly to my pleasant
surprise, I saw Dr Uwise walking into the Zahira
College Library (where I was attending/to that work)
in orcer to refer to some books,

I knew that Dr. Uwise had a very good kaowledge
of Sinhala. I explained to him my difficulty and asked
him whether he could oblige me with a Sinnala trans-
lation of the news item. He readily agreed, and within
a few minutes, it was ready. But in order to make
doubly sure that translation was of a good standard,
[ showed it the next morning to the Sinhala Pandit of
Zahira College. Cn reading it he had a long look at

Al-Haj A. C, A, Wadood
i Hony Secrelary :
Ceylon Muslim Missionary Society

| COLOMBO.

my face and asked me as to which Sinhala Scholar’s
translation it was. 1 told him that it was the work of
a Muslim, one Mr. Uwise. His wonder grew greater
and he toid me that the translation was a perfect piece
of Sinhala prose, for which the author would be cong-
ratulated. He further told me that the Muslim Com-
munity should be proud of a Sinhala Scholar like Al-
Haj Mr. Uwise. I was duite pleased to hear all that,

Thereafier I made the best use of Dr. Uwise in the
work of the publication of Islamic Literature in Sirhala
by Ceylon Muslim Missionary Society of Colombo
and of other work.

May Almighty Allah bless Dr. Uwise to serve his
Religion his Community and his country for many
many more years to come. Ameen.

»

Contd. from page 2 -
NEGLECTED CLASSICS

the poets seek to liven up, characteristic artistic alertness,
any tendency to monotony; arising out of their avowed
loyalty to tradition. "Tamil-literature is like a vast
ocean to which the works of Jains, Buddhists, Christians,
Saivites, Viishnavites and others have been tributary
streams. Prof. Uwise has now revealed, in his work,
the richness, variety and worth of a hitherto neglected

: o

tributary to this ocean. The book of Prof. Uwise, in
addition to being a literary work of extraordinary merit
ard scholarly research, is also a contribution to pcetry
as a means of promoting cultural integration.

I congratulate Prof. Uwise on the tenacity ard single-
ness of purpose with which he has wrought zbout this
work and commend it to the world of scholarship as
well as to all those who love and cherish the ineffable
vitality ard beauvty of Temil literature. - '
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"WELL
BONB!
UWISE”

A_A AHAMBED JIFFRI

B.A., Dip in Ed.
Administrative Secretary
Naleemiah Institute.
Beruwala.

Dr. Uwise has always impressed me as an integrg-
tion of ability and goodness. His general adaptabi-
lity to new problems and conditions of life, hisinnate
intelligence, his adroit use of his social and economic
environment, his insight into cultural and environ-
mental influences, his high educational attainment
and lastly his high scholarly attitude fo life in general
led him to very useful research and a unique doctorate.

Even thongh one cannot find consensus as to what
is educationally sound after one has examined 211 the
philosophies of education such as pragmatic

natura-
lism, reconstructionism, romantic naturalism. exis
tentialism. linguistic analysisy idealism. realisin,

rationalism, scholaristic realism. faciem. communisim.

56

and others beaten about from
time fto time as educational panaceas. sti'l one can
boldly say what is real scholarship and what
1s lack of it. Hence 1 would describe our own Uwise
thus * Here’s a sound scholar”’.

democracy....

What a pity ? Every bouncing bounder — full of
sound and fury — wio makes his fiery speech on some
platformn gets his applause. But has anyone paused
to think whether this demagogue is really sound.......
whether this Colossus (Islamic or otnerwise) has a
pair of ciay feet ?
ship, So let’s

1t's time we welcomed real scholar-

all say : *“ Well Done, Uwise ! ™

Dr. Uwise’s personality has also something unique
viz., it is complete organisation of his meatal, emo-
tional and other ftraits,....... .. a composite nature
that distinguishes him from other individuals. 1 am
quite sure of this because when 1 had the chance of

inviting persons to address my students 1 avoided the

loud-sounding politician and had as spedikers the
more silent scholars who think more and taik less and
And Al-Haj Dr. M. M. Uwise
is one we all liked.

not vice-versa.

In these days when in the University Campus eqo-=
tionality ( positive factor) and inhibition (a negative
process) have been exploited by designing individuals
for certain ends of their own. one is 1eally happy 10
note that a great and good man such as Dr. Uwise is
at hand. The conception of the essence of all things
as the realization of their special end or good leads
to the fact that this special end or good is only good
in relation to the end or gopd of the whole of which
it only forms a part and that altimate reality is found
to consist in the uwltimate end. Dr. Uwise.........

You ieally haye the “sommum bonum’, Bravo!
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In an age of extreme materialism, where human
activity is measured in ferms of monetary returns, it
is extremely difficylt to find a scholar of such dedica-
tion tolearning in research as Al-Haj Dr. M. M. Uwise.
They say a prophet is not honouged in his own country.
This applies equally well to men of learning. It is
rarely known that for the last thirty years Dr. Uwise
had dedicated almost his whole life to resuriect some of
the masterpieces of Islamic Tamil literature frem the
debris of forgotten things. At first Dr. Uwise has to
fight against prejudice—a psejudice amongst certain
scholars who saw no gocd in any Tamil literature,
other than the hitherto well known masterpieces. This
prejudice took a different form in Muslim orthedox
circles. They could find no gocd in any Islamic lite-
rature which is notin Arabic, Persian or Urdu languages.
Dr. Uwie like other pioneers in the different fields of
learning had to fight these prejudices on both these
fronts single handed. By patient collection, edition
and translation of innumerable works. many of which
are out of print, he showed the Tamil speaking world
that theie was quantatively a vast number of Islamic
Tamil works whose existence was not even known in

. civilization,

the centres of Tamil learning. His second task was
to evaluate them and show that these works were
second to none in their literary excellence of form and
style. Thirdly, by arduous inter pretation he showed
that the contents of these works merited serious study,
not only by research sholars but also by those who
loved philosophy, metaphysics, Islamic culture and
In the innumerable works he has edited
and written, he has clearly shown the germination and
growth of Islamic ideas throughout several centuries
in the sociological backgrourd of a great Tamil civi-
lization,

The originality of literary outpouring of many
Muslim saints and boets consisted in the use of Tamil
symbolism not only to convey the immeasurable depths
of Sufi metaphysics, but also to communicate their
Own personal experience of the Divine.

As is well known. whilst religious experienceis im-
mediate and personal, there can be meditation in the
communication of that experience. Tamil speaking
sufi saints thus mixed indigenous literary symbolism
with Arabic and Pergian technical terms to convey the
experience of the Divine. With the passage of time,
Tamil literature developed a new branch to meet the
demands of an Islamic civilization. This is krown
as Islamic Tamil literature.

Dr. Uwise deserves the eternal gratitude of all Tamil
scholars for unearthing the masterpieces in Tamil on
Islamic themes from private and public libraries. editing
and publishing them for the greater good of all Tamil
lovers. May Almighty Allah grant him long life and
good health to continue this great service for many
more years to come.

A. M. M. SAHABDEEN, B.A. (Hons.)
(Formerly of the Ceylon Civil Service.
and acting Head of the Department of Western
Philosophy, Vidvodaya University of

Cerlon)
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