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Shanmuga is said to be
gt S still, another

Siva or better

of
AR AVAaT He is called °

form of Siva.
-than’
intense faith an
and also Dby
Sri Lanka.

the Sinhalese

His Form shows the combination of
the five elements with the Spirit; every one
of the elements has been represented by one
face and the Sixth face represents the life
principle Or the Spirit. This holy form
consists of six faces and twelve hands
bearing different kinds of weapons; the most
important weapon given to Him by Lord Siva,
the Vel is kept on the chest. He rides on
{he peacock and bolds the banner of the
cock. On both sides are His consorts, Valli
on the right and Devayanai on the left.
The peacock stands on a Dblack serpent.
The entire Form isthe Form of Shanmukam

or Subramanya.

The esoteric significance of this Form

is given as follows:

. The six faces represent the six attributes.
viz Gnana, Vairagya, Balam, Kirthi, Sri
and Aiswarya.

The faces also indicate that He is present
in the four directions and also above and
below. (@bs 5568760 YCsTpsid)
He is alsp the Supreme Being sought after
by the six means of knowledge. Kachiappa

Sn.zack'lcharya comments: ‘o i@y m Quimi
fpPsgn Geramas D wpsn '
Q& menr_mraw’ . = oyl

The 12 arms show thz
preserves, destroys, hidg: Haen?iloﬁe:sr:saf's’
fact. He does everything in the world Valll[El
Ap:man,Devayana Ammanand Vel mean res i
ctively Ichcha Sakti, Kriya Sakti, and Gna{)nee;

A SHASHTI |

Vigrama, Puraddathy 26 [Full moony

V. SUBRAMANIAM —

of Knowledge. The fact that Desire and
Action forces are kept on either side of
Him and that Gnand Sakti or the force of
Knowledge alone is kept on His chest points
our that Knowledge ( @Tawtd ) js the
most important of them all and that it \
never gets separated from Him. The peacock \

on which He rides shows the Pranava letter
«Om’. When the peacock spreads out its
tail, it has the round shape of the Pranava
and within it is the Lord in the form of
Subramania. (&% +rwenflu) The Serpent
kept in check by the peacock’s feet shows
that Maya (impurity Anava) is completely
subjugated by the power of Pranava.

The cock in tha banner signifies the
sound form or mrsd. It is the nature of
the cock tocrow at the momeant when the
Qun is about to appear in the horizon!
Similarly the chanting of the Mantira Om
heralds the manifestation of the effulgent
Atma or Ultimate Truth ie, the Almighty.

Of the three vratas of God Skanda,
Shasti vrata is the most important and it
begins on the first day Prathamai of the
Poorva Paksha in the month of Aipasi
(e2014®). Those who fast for this Vratha
may eat only once in the whole day for
the first five days and should observe com
-plete fast on the sixth day. The devotees
who fast should not fluctuate, but concent-
rate their minds on God Skanda & listen to
His stories and Sing His praises, The sixth day
sees the victory of God Skanda over Sura
Padma who becomes His vehicle and banner
(Suran, the vehicle and Padman the banner).
This auspicious day is celebrated on a grand
scale in every Hindu Temple where God
Subramaniar presides. The devotees who obse
_rved the fast and derived immense benefits

were Indra, Vishnu, Archupa, in the past and
many others in the present Kaliyuga.

Sakti—the force of Desire, of Action, and
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