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The Free Textbooks

It was a happy day for us. It was the 18th of January
1980. On that day we went to school early in the Morning,
We assembled in the main hall. There were many new books
kept on a big table.

There were many parents. There was our grama sevaka.
We were silent. OQur Principal walked up to the stage. We stood
and welcomed him. He made a valuable talk about the free
books. He distributed only a few books,

Then we went to our classrooms. Our class teacher gave
us the new books. ‘I was very happy. 1 looked at my books
one by one. They were beautiful with different colours. I took
them home. 1 showed them to my parents, They too were very
happy.

i M. Kalajini
6 A

My Pet

I am a small boy. 1 have a pet at home. It is my
beautiful puppy. I got My puppy from a friend of mine.

I named him ‘Tomy’. 7t is two years old. The colour of
it is black and white. He likes fish and meat. [ give him a
good meal.

Tomy likes playing ball. In the evening my friends come

to play with me. Tomy runs after the ball and plays with ws,

Tomy barks aloud when it hears a noise at night. It does
not need an alarm clock. Every mornig at 5o'clock it wakes
me up. My mother scolds me because Tomy sleeps with me.

When 1 return from school it waits for me at our gate,
When it sees me it jumps at me and wags its tail. I like my
Tomy very much.

S. Sutharshan
6 A
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Myself

I was born on the 24th of May, 1967. 1 am four feet ten

inches tall. My weight is sixty pounds.

I have six brothers and one sister.
me. They pet me as I am the youngest 11 the
times | am naughty, and get beatings also.

All my brothers and ' sisters studied at . .
College. My parents also are old-students of this college.

My parents and brothers help me in my studies.
go to tuition classes.

: I play football and badminton. I also collect stamps and
old coins. I have a good collection of stamps. I can sing English
songs. I take part in the school concert.

I help my mother in her work at home. I also help my
father in the garden. In the evening I collect food for our
goats. I have a black kid. I will get fifty rupees when it is
sold.

They are all elder to-
family. Some-

Urumpirai Hindu

I do not

N. Nirthanan
7 A

My Visit to the Zoo

Last holidays. I went to Colombo wi .
. ’ with my aunt.
me to many intresting places. ¥ She tOOk_

One day, we visited the zoo. We bought the
the entrance and went in. There were numbers

direct the people. We followed the arrows,

tickets at
and arrows to

First we saw the aquarium. The fish in it were
very

beautiful. They were in all colours
and clear, - The glass tanks were clean

Then we saw many beautiful birds with
We saw the dangerous snakes. They were hyo
were in glass cage?. Y

coloured feathers.
and ugly. They



. Y-

Next there were animals the lions, tigers, and other wild
animals were looking fierce. The monkeys were very interesting.
It was fun to watch them. We fed them with groundnuts.

Lastly we watched the elephant circus. They sat on stools
and ate ice-cream. '

It was an enjoyable day. In the evening we returned home.

D. D. Jebanesan
7 A

My best friend

I have a number of friends both in and out of schoool.
Among them all, Anuradha is my best friend. She does not

study with me in this college, studies at Vembadi Girls’ College.
She too is in Grade 7.

We meet in the evenings, as we live close to each other.
We play together. We study together. She is good in Mathe-
matics and she helps me in my homework.] am good in English
and I help her.

She is very kind and good-natured girl. Everybody likes her.
She often comes first in class but she is never pround.

Her hobby is stamp-collecting. My hobby too is stamp-
collecting. So we share the stamps that we collect. We also share
the toffees and chocolates that we get. We have the same likes
and dislikes. So we very seldom disagree.

As the old proverb, She is a real friend ‘in need’. For
on many occasions she has helped me out of difficulties both
big and small. She is indeed my best friend. We are very much
devoted to each other.

Sharmini Thirugnanam
7B
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My birthday Party

uary, 1966. I anxio-

: : r
My date of birth is on the 26 th of Feb o biihdag Sk

usly wait for my birthday party every year.
most engjoyable occasion for me in the year. |

I am unable to sleep on the previous night of my b‘l:tgiiea;;_
So I get up early in the morning. After bath I wear ne ,
Then I go to the temple and have a special pooja.

I like my birthday party in the evening. Two weeks prior
to my birthday I begin to encourage mYy mother to prepare sweet-
meats. My mether always prepares ice - cream. I have a ch.ance
to prepare short -eats myself which I learn m my Home Science
class, such as milk toffee, marshmallows and cheese - straws.

My parents invite a few relations and my friends My house
is decorated in a simple manner. By 5p.m.all the visitors come.
1 wear my second new dress which my sister always presents me.
I cut my birthday cake My friends clap and cheer me. They
sing.

“Happy birthday to you
Happy birthday to you.”

Then my sister and I serve cake and other eatables. I get many
birthday presents from my relations and friends., 1 always get a
present from my aunty in Malaysia. We take group photographs
with my friends and relations.

I thank my friends amd relations. I wish them ‘goed
night.’ This is the happiest day in my life,
Jasotha Singaratnam
8 A

Our school Library

I attend this College. It has all the o
rOVIS sge .
for an allround education. It has a first c?ass lilg:?:ryand e

kept. It has the services of a full time librarian It is well
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Our library is housed in a big room. This room has many
windows. It receives plenty of light. The books are kept in a
number of cupboards and almirahs. These are lined all along
the wall, There are long tables with chairs all around them. We
spend all our free time and leisure hours in the library reading
books, newspapers and periodicals.

All pupils are members of the school library. We can
borrow books. The librarian helps us in choosing the books, He
has a good knowledge of all the books. Our school librarian is
a very nice man. He is always cool as a cucumber,

Our school library has three golden rules. We must observe
them care fully. Sometimes we are punished for not observing them.
We must use the library books with care. They must not be
soiled or torn. We must not damage any property belonging to
the library. We must be prompt in returning the books.

Every year hundreds of new books are added to our library.
There are books on almost all the subjects, Our teachers also use
the school library. The very sight of our library inspires us to
read books. So we all love reading books. 1 can never forget
our school library.

R. Suganthy
8 C

Our Educational Tour

Our teacher said that we ‘were going on an educational
tour of the peninsula. As soon as we heard the news we were
very happy, and we were waiting eagerly for the great day. And
the day came! It was the 19th of September. We took our
meals for the day- bottles of water and short eats. We . boarded
the bus very happily that was booked for this purpos. It was a
very fine morning.

Our first stop was at Neervely, to See the Glass Factery.

There we saw how glasses, chimneys and small bottles were made.
Then We went to see the deep well at Nilavarai, It never dries.
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ee the Industrial Estate at .Atchuvely.
‘fI"‘:xoeTe tvhv:resa“\;e t::;t ntr:;k?ng boxes of matches, ‘pamt, h]aml,LI fc;'u:t
iuices, soap and remoulding tyres. We ‘-;;ltef ‘:eehad yc;z.l
Biological Research Centre at Thondamanar 5 ;r Borly o
drinks. We heard a talk on the purpose of this lxese ”

and we went to the Cement Factory at Kan-
making cement. It is made
We were hungry. We had

It was noon
kesanthurai. We saw the process of
from clay, gypsum, salt and limeston.

a hurried meal in the bus.

Then we went Jo Maviddapuram to see the Aluminium
Factory, There we saw them making pots, pans, plates, spoons
and trays. From there we went to Pandatheruppu to see the wea-
ving mill. There we saw them weaving sarees and other mate-

rials. Dyeing was also done there.

It was getting lates We went to Karainagar to see the
Cey-Nor Fishing Development Project. There they were making
glass - fibre boats and roofings, and also fish and prawns were
cleaned, dried and packed for export.

Lastly we went to Cashureena Beach. We enjoyed a few

minutes on the beach. Then we started our homeward journey.

We were sad, for the day was ending. We reached homeby
about 8 P. M.

It was an enjoyable day and it was a real educational
tour.

Gauri Sivapathasegaram
9 C ”

A picnic at Peradeniya Gardens

[ have an aunt in Kandy. She invit

cousins to spend a holiday at her Hace, ed me along with my

We were a jolly set. On ;
to the Peradeniya gardens, ¢ day we decided to go a picnic

place. It is only a few miles from my aunt’s



We started early in the morning. Each of us had a bicycle.
We were straw hats to protect us from the heat of the sun. We
took our meals in a basket. We reached the garden a 9 A, M.

We were very tired. We went on the cool meadow and
stretched out ourselves. The birds sang from the trees. It Was
a lovely morning. Ranjan poured the tea for us. We had
sandwiches for break fast.

Then we went round the garden. It was a beautiful sight.
First we went to the orchid house. It was wonderful. Some
orchids looked like spiders and others insects, They were in soft
colours.

We were surprised to see the enormous anthuriums and
rosesin different colours, We walked down the winding paths.
There were beautiful Flowers on either side, There were shoe
flowers in numerous colours. There were palms on eithe side of
the road. There was a river flowing at one end, and there was
a beautiful bridge over it.

We took our camera with us. We took many photographs.
We derived great pleasure in feeding the fish in the pond. The
pond is in the shape of Sri Lanka. There were lotus ponds too.
We drank lime juice as we went round. We talked among our
scelves of the glory of God. He has created such a beautiful nature
so that man might enjoy himself.

It was 1’0 clock. We went to a cool spot, and had a deli-
cious lunch. It was delicious because we were very hungry and
alse the surrounding was very beautiful.

After lunch some of us listened to the transistor while the
others read books.

In the evening when the Sun had gone down we were on
our bicycle once again. We went home happily. It was an
unforgetable day. . .
K. Harischandran

10 A
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My country

It 1§ & beautiful island situated at
an area of 25000 sq. miles
] am proud of my country,

Ceylon is my CoEmtry.
the southern tip of India. It .h?s
and a population of twelve. n.n]l:onl-. :
Every one must have patriotic feelings.

‘the granary of the east’ It had enough
were world - famous.
ebony and

Once Ceylosllfwasﬁhcient oottt
i as self -suffi ;

%f;;n t:‘andderswtook our spices, pearls, sam'ial wood, ceda, . ;
ivory in exchange for their gold and' silver. Our mon leys. ans
peacocks found their way in to Imperial Rome-. The royal princess
and ladies of noble birth considered it a fa_shlon to rear them as
pets in their palaces. Our spices and condiments added taste and
flavour to their dishes. It was greatly searched after by the
European merchants like the Portugese, Dutoh, French and the
English people.

Ceylon has natural beauty and scenic splendour. It had
attracted many tourists from abroad. Ceylon! was called ‘the
pearl of the Indion ocean! Even today Ceylon is a tourists’
paradise. Thousands of tourists visit our shores daily to spend

their vacation, They are never disappoinded. They always get
pleasure worth their money,

There are many interesting places. There are modern hotels along
the coast. Bentota, Negombo and Colombo are famous places. The

sunay beaches are an attraction to the tourists. -

The ruins of Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa, the frescoes
of Sigiriya are other fascinating places. The hill capital of Kandy
with its surrounding hills and the beautiful lake in the middle
1s an enchanting sight. Nuwareliya is a little bit of England,
Iwhere the Englishman feels at home. There are Wilpattu and
\‘:a1a sanctuaries teeming with wild Jife, The natural pond at
Keerimalai, the famous Hindu temple at Nallur and the hot

springs at Kanniya are some of th
Sk : € many marvels, i
the admiration of ‘the foreigners. They win
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The capital of Colombo too has its beauty. Our zoo in one
of the best in the East. There are tall and stupendous buildings,
Galle Face Green is a beautiful place for relaxation.

The up - country gives a special beauty with its meandering
rivers and tea-covered hills. The tea bushes are an enchanting
sight.

This is my country. 1 love my country., I am reminded
of a2 hymn-“I vow to thee, my country-all earthly things above-
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love.”

S. Jeyaranjan
11 B

An Excursion

An excursion was organized by our Vice - Principal and
teachers to take the senior students of this college. It was a tour
of the interesting places of Sri Lanka.

The day dawned very early on the 2nd of October, 1579,
All of us were at the school gate by 50’clock. The teachers
arrived early. There wers twe buses-one for the girls and one
for the boys. We boarded the bus, with great enthusiasm and
started off on our journey.

- On the way we stopped at Murugandy. We had our break
fast. We worshipped at the Murugandy Pillaiyar temple and took
holy ashes.

We passed through beautiful fields and lovely scenes. We
were terribly excited when going through the forest. We saw man-
keys. They were jumping from tree to tree. We reached Vava-
niya by noon. We had a hearty lunch.

Then we went to Anuradhapura. It is the ancient capital of
Ceylon. Many Sinhalese kings hod built huge dagobas and Viharas.
Abayagiri Vihara is as big as the pyramids of Eqypt. The Ruvanvelisaya,
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lsurumini and Brazen Palace are also ancient famous

“Thuparama, : :
bu‘ilé,ings which are in ruins today.

The Bo-tree at Anuradhapura is the oldest historical. tree
in Ceylon. It is sacred to the Buddhists and they had built a

temple with a big Buddha statue. Buddhists from all over the
jsland go and worship there. We also w?:nt to Pqionnaru\va. It
is another ancient city. We spent sometimes in going 1:0und the
ruins of royal palaces and Viharas. There were beautiful lakes
and moon - stones. After a hurried lunch we left Polonnaruwa.

We went to the hill capital of Kandy. It is famous for
its natural beauty. There is a beautiful lake in the middle. Its
climate is suitable for tea. There are many tea estates and facto-
ries in Kandy. Thousands of people go to Kandy in August to
see the Perahera festival.

We proceeded to Peradeniya where we saw the Dotanical
Gardens. It is regarded as the best in the east. There are some
plants planted to commemorate the visitors,. No visitor to the
Botanical Gardens can ever forget its beauty. We also went to
the University of Peradeniya. We met our old students there.

We went to see the Mahaweli Project at Pollgola. From

thefe we went to Dambulla. We saw the cave-paintings there.
It is one of the marvels of Ceylon.

, Then we went to sigiriya. We climbed the rock of Sigiriya
wh1_cl:1 was the fortress of Kasiyapa. There we saw the fresces of
Sigiriya. All these tell us the glory of the past.

y singi_ng and playing our musical
our things and returned home

- We had a pleasant time b
instruments. At dusk we packed
after an enjoyable trip.

P. Vasukianparasi
11 Commerce



A Contented Life of Farmer

The farmer is no stranger to us. We see him almost daily
in our villages. There are many farmers in our village. They
are active all the time. They are hard-working. They work the
whole day. They work at night too. They are rich and poor
farmers, but all the farmers are happy, healthy and contented.

There is a proverb in Tamil. “A farmer lives a contented
life while others crave after him. He has everything at home-
grain, vegetables and fruits. He has also milk and eggs. He
lives a simple and humble life.

A farmer often starts his day long before the sunrise. He
gets up very early and goes to his field or garden. Very often
his grown-up sons go with him to help him in his work. A
farmer has different work in his farm. It may be ploughing,
digging, making beds, manurings weeding or watering the plants.
By 7 o'clock his sons get back home to goto school. The farmer
stays on and goes about his work. He finds satisfaction in his
work. He is the master of his work. There is no hurrying nor
tarrying’

His wife brings his breakfast. He sits under a shade of a
shade of a tree and enjoys his breakfast. He admires nature.
He breathes fresh air. Hence he has everything which a town-
dweller cannot enjoy. His wife collects fresh vegetables and
prepares a hearty meal.

- At home the family enjoy the lunch. In the evenings he
attends to his cattle and goats. Sometimes he meets his friends
in the neighbourhood and talks to them eon matters of mutual
interest. At night he sleeps soundly. The next morning he goes
about his usual routine. In short a farmer's life is one of
satisfaction and contentment. He is mot jealous and envious of
others. He is pious. He takes his first harvest to the temple
and makes pooja So that he might get a rich harvest year after

year.

His life is an ideal one. He is the back-bone of a country.
He feeds a nation — a tremendous task which no other worker

af - 15
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12 A

'Read not to contradict and confute ; nor to believe and
take for granted; nor to find take and discourse: but to »
weigh and censider. Some books are to be tasted, others to be
swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested: that is,

some books are to be read only in part: others to be read

but not curiously: and some few to be read wholy, and with
diligence and attentien,

— Francis Bacou.



From the Editor’s Pen

Once again our Magazine, Vidhya sees the light of day.
The voice of Urumpirai Hindu College is heard for and wide,

for it had sent men abroad to England, Canada, Malasia, W. Ger-
many and many more countries. Vidhya sends them homeward
thoughts and greetings for it had nurtured and had made them
citizens of the world. Their ample contribution stands zs a
monument in our college, the Malayan building,

We are living in the glory of the past, but the presen: is
bleak and baffling. Which way to turn? Where to find the
solution? WWhat is the remedy? — no answer. The ills and wails
linger on. It has greatly perplexed the parents, the principals
and the teachers.

This state of debasement and deterioration does not refer
to our college alone, but to all colleges. There is unrest among
the student population. They are at the cross roads. whether to
study hard or neot and study to what end? There is neo sure
future for them. Year after year they are dumped on the read.

This frustration makes them to neglect their studies in the
upper classes. They begin to ask the teacher, “Is Senior Certi-
ficate necessary to become a farmer?” There begins the problem
of the teacher too. The students stagnate in the classes. There
is indiscipline in schools. Cultured behaviour and decent upbring-
ing are lost to the wind. The present schools are congested and
i, makes the problem meore acute.

However the battle of the Principal and the teachers go
on to educate them and to mould their chracter. The parents
of today are very reluctanty to approach the school to inquire
about their children. Most of our parents are farmers,_ and they
are in the opinion that their children are doing well in scl?ool.
They do not fully particiapate in the School D'evelopr_nenf Soeiety,
which is an appropriate body to meet and_ air their views. So
the link between the school and the parent is very narrow. Both
fight the battles in different fields — at school. and at l?ome. The
problem of the student cannot be solved until both unite.




when our children study hard the d::aors
the poor student is driven
hool. The clock of

The poor parent spends
the harvest, but

On the other hand, .
of the universities are closed. Yet

from school to tutory and If
the student circulates in this maunnek.
all his wealth on his son or daughter to reap

only to find them a burden again on him.

There is a big talk of ‘brain-drain’ from Sri Lanka, but
here there is ‘brain-drain’ from the rural areas. Most of the
good students go to town schools and the name of the rural
schools have been let down in intellectual fields and play fields.
The rural schools may have drawbaeks but it is the duty' of the
people to make these schools also leading schools. It will also
ease bus-travelling and avoid extra expense on the part of the
parents.

Time to time the succeeding governments have changed the
policies of the Education, but to no avail opportunities of
employment are less to the pace of rising population. The people
too are crazy after white-collar jobs, and the country too has not
industrialised enough to absorb the educated youth. So the pro-
blem goes on.

A student’s life is to be guided earnestly, sympathetically
and trustfully. The trust is placed on the parent, the school and
the government. It should be discharged dutifully. A student’s
life is a period of innocence and ignorance. They are not to be
blamed for their present plight. They are the budding citizens of

Sri Lanka, and let us give them a fit foundation for a fruitful

future.
-

Mrs. B. Kandaiah

‘Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime,
Y And, departing, leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time.’
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A Tribute to a Teacher

By A Colleague

It was in January 1972 that 1 met this Teacher for the
first times 1 was SO impressed  with her sense of duty that I
began to observe her closely in  the school. Handling
of classes Was marvellous, irrespective of age, sex Of
attainment.  Besides teaching she shared wide range of
responsibilities. She was patron of A.L. students union; teacher
in charge of girl guides, discipline, and Examinations. Though
overburdened with work, she discharged them with ease and to

the satisfaction of all with a smiling face. All these attributes I
thought could make her a good principal. DBut the post eluded
her and she never felt sorry as she was not ambitious. But her
services to the Girl guide movement was recognised and hence
she was appointed the District Commissioner. The teacher I refer
to is no other than Mrs. Saratha Perairavar a distinguished old
<tudent who has retired from Urumpirai Hindu College after a
period of 25 years of dedicated service in the teaching profession.

What is the secret of her success? Besides her charming
personality she had the will power She was determinate and
resolute. She would not be disheartened by failures. She had
the spirit of Florence Nightingale of Nursing fame. She would
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interest and the

not say ‘‘No” to anyone, if it was in the i

welfare of the school. All those who knew her would not o
to contradict her. Her ways were pleasing that she commande€

respect from one and all.

All college functions found her at the helm of affa}lrS.
What had been considered cumbersome and dangerous or risky:
was tackled by her with great ease, firmness and strength of
character. In other words what was impossible for others was
possible for Mrs, Perairavar. It is not exaggeration if I say that
her spirit wandered from the gate to the dais (stage) in .a!l
college functions. She was always prepared to face criticism with

absolute calmness.

Her transfer, rather her retirement has created a big void
that is difficult to fill for a long time. Of course even here she
has chosen the wise step that is becomming of an ideal wife.

'she has joined her husband in Nigeria. Her dedicated service in

Sri Lanka has earned her a place in the teaching service in
Katsina. What Urumpirai Hindu College and the village in
general has lost Katsina has gained. I believe that those who
knew Mrs. Perairavar will agree with the sentiments expressed
herein. :

- ‘Education is the manifestation of the perfection already

in man’
— Swami Vivekananda

‘That knowledge which purities the mind and .‘heart
is alone true knowledge, all else is only negation of
knowledge y I '

“~ Sri Ramakrishna

‘ Silence is the element in which gfeat

things f :
themselves’ B ashion

= Alexander of Macedon
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