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EDITORIAL

Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy-

— g

T H1s Annual is dedicated to the
' memory of the great savant

¢ Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy
who will always be remembered
at the Chavakachcheri Hindu Col-
lege as his illustrious name is
given to one of the four Houses at
the college. He has been rightly
called one of the greatest minds of
our age. His researches were world
wide and all embracing; ranging
from philology of at least a dozen
languages to music and archaeo-
logy, from the ancient metaphysics
of India and Greece to the most
modern problems of politics and
sociology. In him the culture of
the East and the West had met
in rare and surprising unity,
bringing forth fruits of the highest
values to the stores of the world’s
culture.

It is not possible nor is it our
purpose to present within the
limits of this brief note anything
like an adequate survey of his great
contributions to Art and Culture.
We are grateful indeed to Mr. S.
Durai Raja Singam, one of the
greatest devotees and admirers of
Dr. Ananda (loomaraswamy for his
special contribution entitled “Kala
Rishi Dr. Ananda K, Coomara-
swamy as the noblest Interpreter

‘of Hinduism”’,

appearing in this
number. No monument raised to
his memory, however, can surpass
the brilliant and shining monu-
ments of his own scholarly works,
To those who consider Dr.
Coomaraswamy dead, we can only
commend the thought that he lives
for ever in the inspiring and
shining pages of his writings
that symbolize the supremacy of
Indian Culture and Civilisation.

Of particular interest in Dr.
Coomaraswamy'’s life is the period
that relates to his stay in Ceylon.
He was, we learn from very reli-
able sources, greatly distressed by
his own people’s senseless craze for
imitating Western habits and
customs, In order to stem this
undesirable tide of Westernisation
he founded in collaboration of some
distinguished citizens of Colombo,
The Ceylon Reform Society and
1emained its President for many
years even after he left Ceylon.
He cried a halt to the trend of
denationalisation of the island and
moved to safeguard its national
traditions and customs and to pro-
mote indigenous education and
art. He was one of the very few
who fought for a university most
fearlessly. Today our country has
won its political freedom and the
university he fought so much for
is an accomplished fact. Yet it is
relevant to ask ourselves seriously
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estion, “How far mde?d
;];%e qv‘:e marched towarc,ls realis-
ing Dr, Coomaraswamy s pﬂost
cherished dreams and aspirations?
It'is strange irony that the finest
flower of Indian civilization shed
its sweetness on a foreign soil; and
yet we have a great lesson to
- learn. Our country will be so
much the poorer, if we persist in
refusing to honour the prophets of
our country. Our freedom and
progress will mean nothing to us
if we persist in the philistine atti.
tude that made it hot for such im-
mortal souls to thrive.

It was Dr. Coomaraswamy’s
settled plan to spend the days of
his retirement in India at the foot
of the Himalayas, or in Tibet,
some spot where he would be least
accessible. Asked by someone if
after having lived thirty years in
Boston and accustomed to myriad
comforts and conveniences of the
American life, he would not find
life in the Himalayas difficult, the
Dr. answered, “These comforts are
beneath contempt. Look at my
house I don’t have a radig because
I can’t stand one. The longer I
have lived in the United States,
the more Indian I have become and
therefore I shall be happy when I

shall settle down in Indjg.”
It was the regret of Dr.
Coomaraswamy’s life that the

Indian students seemed to bring
nothing to that country, not an
iota of Indian Culture, as they
were regrettably ignorant of thejr
Own country’s heritage. He never
really liked the high standard of
American way of living. In thijg

Others have loved, others h

connection he seemed to have
observed, “I am against the con-
cept of raising the staqdard of
living endlessly. There will never
be a possibility of contentment.
Life is larger than bath tubs, radios
and refrigerators. I am afraid the
higher the standard of living the
lower the culture. Why more than
fifty percent of Americans have
never bought a book in their
lifetime, and the Americans have
the highest standard of living in
the world. Literacy is not educa-
tion and education is not culture.
It is true that Dr, Coomaraswamy
touched on many topics that would
be subject to eternal controversy;
and held opinions and beliefs that
would be looked upon with the
keenest  disfavour by posterity.
Whatever that be, it can be agreed
that a critical survey of his writ-
ings in which he truly lives will
take the mind into wonderful
realms of knowledge and reward its
labours with a lasting culture, We
cannot conclude this humble note
more appropriately than by quoting

Eric Gill who has met him in the
flesh.

“Others have
truth about life and
man’s work. Qthers
good, clear English,
had the gift of witty exposition
othex_-s have understood the meta-
physics of Hinduism ang Buddhism
chgr_:s have understood the trué
significance of erotijc drawings and
soulpbures. Others have seen the
r\elatmnship of the True ang the
Good and the Beautifui, others hay
apparently  unlimiteq lea,rninge

ave beeq

written the
religion and
have written
others have
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kind and generous. But I know of
no one else in whom all these gifts
and all these powers have been
combined......I believe that no
living writer has written the truth
" in matters of art and life and
religion and picty with such wis-
dom’and understanding.”

The White Paper on Education

The politics of our country
was never more rife with propa-
ganda than it is today. People are
exploited and their weaknesses are
played upon for political ends, and
this is most injurious to the com-
mon weal. There is much talk and
much panic about Free Education
in danger. There has been a
considerable section of opinion in
the country that Free Education
was introduced thoughtlessly and
in the most casual manner merely
to win the support of the unthink-
ing masses on the eve of a general
election. If this were true it was a
grievous fault and grievously is it
bound to crash. But if provision for
universal free education were based
on principle and the due recognition
of the place of education in a plan-
ned national economy, it cannot be
taken away from the people with-
out causing serious damage to the
country’s future. The poor and
the deserving in the country have
become so used to it and are so
eagerly looking forward to its
fruits, that any attempt to sabot-
age it will meet with reprisals of a
far reaching character. It will
certainly amount to deliberate
betrayal of the worst kind. Edu-
cation is not a luxury to be pur-
chased by those who have the

money to pay for it. It is a nation
building adventure, to be organised,
administered and paid for by
the nation. Any White Paper that
fails to assume that the State
will have to bear a large share of
the cost of education is bound to
become a waste paper. Denomina-
tional Schools that have done in-
valuable service to the country
could be permitted to continue the
good work they have been doing,
only if they satisfy certain condi-
tions. But the system of “Block
grants” which has raised a storm
of protest all over the country,
will, if introduced, place in the
hands of the manager, however
honest and principled he may be,
unlimited power for evil- Tt will
certainly be opposed tooth and
nail by every enlightened section
of the country and all those inter-
ested in education. The mounting
cost of education must however be
checked in other ways than by
violating a principle in which the
masses of the country have begun
to set their faith. The rich are
not paying enough tax on their
income while their children are
given free education. The poor
children cannot all be given the
education they seek while they
are least fitted for it. Only a social-
1st economy can save the state
from taking a disastrous step.
However, the new system of edu-
cation we look forward to, should
lay its emphasis on the child and
not on the manager.

The Principal’s Appeal

The Principal is making ano-
ther appeal in his notes to all
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Patrons of Hindu Education, and
in particular to the parents of

Thenmaradchi, for co-operation
and help. It is discouraging in-

deed that his appeals in the past
have yet remained a cry in the
wilderness. Today we are a first
grade school, the first of its kind
. Thenmaradchi. Our numbers
have gone up by another 1.2 giving
the college seven more teachers for
work in 1950. Accommodation has
always been a sore problem and
has given the Principal
headache. The school landscape
has been for years presenting a
cadjanned and combustible out-
look. Even ¢the cattlesheds” are
on the verge of collapse and we
have no suitable dormitory and
therefore we have to deny to our
students the benefits of a corporate
life which residence at college alone
can give them. The Principal hes
clearly outlined our immediate
needs. It is the duty of all the
Old Boys, parents and public of
Thenmaradchi to help us to realise
these needs. They must never fail
to realise that the purpose of this
institution is to provide as good an
education to their children as they
would get, if they had the means
to attend a bigger school. Our
past students have studied here
under great handicaps; and we
have good reason to expect that
they would come forward to re.
move these handicaps.

Nothing can be done i
school in which parents ha.v:annﬁ
confidence. It is a pity that there
18 nothing substantial here to
remind us of the love, the Old Boys
have for their scheol. One gogd
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much’

school is certainly better than a
hundred mercenary contraptions
that call themselves schools. This
school has more claims for recog-
pition than perhaps any other
school in Thenmaradchi Our com-
fort, however, and our hopes for
the future are in men like Mr. V.
Coomaraswamy M. P. and Dr. T. P.
Thamotharam who vealise the
truth and have confidence in our
work. We are willing to take all
constructive criticisms; we are
willing to mend our ways when
criticisms are just. We maust
have their confidence at all costs
and their co-operation. It is time
the parents and people of Thenma-
radchy, and the Old Boys of the
Chavakachcheri Hindu College rea-
lised their duty to their Premier
Hindu Institution and showed their
generosity. If every Old Boy can
give at least a month’s salary or
income to the Building Fund, our
urgent needs can fo some degree be
realised, and the amenitics of a
first grade school reasonably pro-
vided. Will all concerned help a
very deserving cause—a cause that
has suffered prolonged neglect ?
““Who gives quickly gives twice.”

The New Year

__Activities like Boyscouting,
Girlguiding, Singing, Team Games
and House System have been con-
siderably keen this ysar, and are
expected to bring about very benefi-
cial results in the next year. Music
1s the ﬁnesp expression of the human
soul and is undoubtedly the most
important of all cultural subjects
Children nurtured under such creas
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tive influences have greater powers
of self expression and new interests
with new standards of taste and
jndgment. Our music students have
been very lucky in the appointment
of Mr. 8. S. Ratnam a musician of
repute and an effective exponent of
carnatic music. A longlelt need
therefore, bas at last been realised.
What is yet needed is impetus in
the form of annual prizes for Indian
Music, Thevaram and “Kirthanas”.
A Dramntic Society can well be
organised from among the more
talented and the staging of a play

mast be made an annual event. It
will  incidentally help collecting
funds too.

Changes in the Staff

Farewells in the sense of saying
good-bye to people who are leaving
the college ars today rather eommon;
the ‘old school tie’ is in fact becoming
obsolete in this scientific generation.
Two of our teachers who have pre-
ferred to move nearer home for work
at the end of the year, will leave a
Iarge gap in the extra curricular
services of the college. Mr. Krishnan
has been with us for more than four
years and has distinguished himself
as a most sympathetic teacher in his
relations with students, with a keen-
ness for extra curricular activities
especially sports and music, whom

it will be hard to replace. He goes
back home to Ramnad for work there
and carries with him the best wishes
of the staff, his grateful students and
friends. Mr. Ramanathan who has
completed two years of service here
was equally pooular with us all. He
did much uvseful work as Librarian
in addition to his teaching and was
good at infusing the spirit of ‘esprit
de corps” among students, He too,
cannot te easily replaced. He has
joined the Kokuvil Hindu College,
one of our sister schools. We wish
him all success. Miss K. Vaitialingam
after serving five years here is today
in the second year of her training at
the G- T. C. on full pay study leave.
Miss P. Sathasivam has joined the
Govt. Technical College for a course
of training in Arts ard Crafts.
Pandit H. Dbarmaretna Thero has
joined the Ceylon University and is
pursuing the Arts Coursein Oriental
subjects We welcome Messrs. P. T.
Sinpadurai, B. A., K. Veluppillai, S.
Viswanathan, T. V, Thiagarajab, S. S.
Ratnam, R Sithambaranathan, L. P.
Somapala, A. Visuvanathan B. A,
K. Kandiah B A., Post Graduate
Trained, and Miss Rajeswary Thamo-
tharampillai.

Our Oriental Section is greatly
strengthened by the success of Mr. A.
Sivaguru in the last London B. A.
General examination. OQur sincerest
congratulations to him.

~§
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Kala Rishi Dr. Ananda K. Coon.laras.wamy
As the Noblest Interpreter of Hinduism

By S. Durai Raja Singam

I. The Spiritual Heritage of India

OTHING can be a better cri-
terion than to assess the stature
of a nation by its contribution to
buman welfare. Dr. AnandaCoomara-
swamy in his book “The Dance of
Siva"” has adopted this scale of
valuation in estimating the part that
India, even in its present decadence,
has played in civilization. A part
from the material wealth that India
has contributed to the West for over
four centuries—more in the nature
of an exploitation than a voluntary
contribution—she hss given much
bo the spiritual pool of man.

What is striting in Tndian so-
ciety is the fact that in sharp con-
brast to the materislism of the West,
it bas been throughout pervaded by
a noble purpose of life and the real-
isation of the universal Self. Such
a social structure can only be the
outcome of a philosophical attitude
nowhere vocal in the West to-day.
Writing of Europe, he says: “The
problem of modern Euroge is to dis.
cover her own aristocracy and to
learn to obey its will.. . It is just
this problem which India long singe
solved for herself in her own way."”

The marked contrast provided
between Indian and Western society
lies in their degree of idealiam. On
an analysis it would appear that
Wesbern'society has been founded
cn wealth, sensual and ethical res-
traint, and as such perforce has its
material values sttached to the pur-
pose of life. On the other hand,
Indian society lays an emphasis onthe
inner epiritual life of man, and hag
been built on the rock of a religious
philosophy  created by its upper
classes, the Brahmans. Unlike the
West, where industrial competition
has led to gross Opportunism, in In-
dinn society it is the wisest who
rule the roost for the good of the
community. While meking allow-
ances for individuals in thejp differ-
eut phases and degrees of spiritual
maturity, Indian society may in
fact be likened to guild socialism.
And it is in this application of relj-
gious pbilosophy to current social
prob'ems that India ean be an object
lesson to the West of what the ulti-

mate end should be for the benefig
of mankind.

Unforbungtely, a8 Dr. Coomara=
Swamy sees it, the continuity of
Indian society hag been interrapted
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by foreign influence. Young India,
though decadent with its impact
with the West, still presents a spect-
acle of society, stible and leisurely.
Toe home is still the foundation of
social thought; but there havs arisen
two main types of political corscious-
ness—the moderates and the ideal-
ists. The background of Young In-
dia to-day is the struggle between
these two elements to retain its
spiritual heritage.

II. New Lamps For Old

Most people think of Hindu-
ism and Buddhism as entirely two
separate religions, originating in In-
dia and differing hazily either in
rituals or essentials or both. This
imagined chasm, Dr. A C(Coomara-
swamy admirably sums up in his
book ‘“Hinduism and Buddhism” is
the outcome of a superficial acquain.
tance of the subject; an here, in
the sphere of religion as elsewhere
io matters of human culture, he
deprecates the tendency to diver-
sify rather than to unify through a
profounder appreciation. Dr.
Coomaraswamy sets out to correlate
not only Hinduism with Buddhism
but with Christianity; but with what
success in his undertakings it will
depend on tha outlook of the reader.

“The more superficially one
studies Buddhism,” he says “the
more 1t seems to differ from Brah-
manism in which it originated; the
wore profound our study, the more
difficult it becomes to distinguish
Baddhism from Brahmanism, or to
to say in what respect, if any, Bud-
dbism is really unorthodox. “The
difference, as he sees it, lies in the

fact that Buddhist doctrine was pro-
pounded by a historical founder, be-
lieved to have lived and taught in
the sixth century B. C. Buddhism,
in shorb, is 2o new religion under
the sun, apart from’Brahmanism or
Hinduism, of which it is but a revivi-
fied restatement.

In support of this view he ecites
the attitude of Buddha in disowning
the originality of his philosophy and
his praise ot Brahmans of old who
rememberad the Ancient Way that
leads to Brahma. By emphasis on
Buddha as a spiritual state of the
Awakening and insistence on its
plarality in usage, the author shatters
the aothronomorphic Buddha, and
reveils Buddha as the spiritual vista
to Immortality through realization
of the Universal Self. :

Tne book, like the story of
Aladdin and the wonderful lamp,
offers new lamps for old. Its pervad-
ing theme, paradoxical as it may
seem, is a categorical denial of most
of what Europein and Indian scho-
lars have attributed to Hinduism.
The pantheistic nature of the Vedan-
tic doctrine, Karma in the sense of
fate, Maya as an illusion, Reincarna-
tion in the sense of Individual trans-
migrants—all these come under the
author’s critical survey. *Hinduism
and Buddbism” is an enlightening
book not only to the initiate but to
inquisitive minds, if only because it
sheds light, from fresh angles.

III. World Unity Through Religion

“In the matter of direction
bowards the Kingdom of Heaven
“within you” the modern world
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is far more lacking in the will o
seek, than likely to be led astray
by false direction. Erom the
Satanic point of view there
could bardly be imagined a
better activity than to be en-
gaged in the ‘‘conversion of the
heathen” from one to another
body of dogmas: that surely
was not what was meant by the
injunction, “Go thou and preach
the Kingdom of God”,—or ws
He mistaken, when He said
“The Kingdom of God is within
you!l?

— Ananda K. Coomaraswamy.
(Sri Ramakrishna and World
Tolerance. A lecture deli-
vered at the hundredth anni-
versary of the birth of Sri
Ramakrishna, New York, Sth
March, 1936 — Frabudda Bha-
rata, (June 1936}

“For there are many of
thece Hindus and Buddhi:ts
whose knowledge of Christianity
and of the greatest Christian
writers is virtually nil, as there
are Christians, equally learned
whose real koowledge of any
other religion but their own is
virtually nil, because they have
never imagined what it might be
to live these other fatths. Just
as there can be no real knowledge
of a language if we have never
even lmaginatively participated
In the activities to which the
language refers so there can be
no real knowledge of any ** life ”
that one bhas not in some measure
lived.”

—Ananda K. Coomaraswamy,
(Paths that Lead to the same
Ssummit : Some observations
on  Comparative Religion.
Motive (May) 29.32 and 35.)

The word “tolerance” is so often
used in English in a loose and un-
complimentary sense that, in order
to understand Dr. Ananda Coomara-
swamy’s fundamental attitude to
religion, it would be necessary to
define at the outset what it is not and
what it sbould not be. Tolerance,
when it implies fortitude in enduring
things against one’s  superior
knowledge or complete detachment
in interest, is of a maladjusted mind,
as such i1t connotes toth possive
hostility and apathy; and is just the
paragon of virtue it should never te.
But when a mind, untramelled by
subconscious prejudice, is actively
recep*ive of knowledge with no at-
tempt at passing judgment, when it
seeks no justification of precornceived
idess, through comparison, tolerance
I8 in the best sense present and
developed.

Dr.  Coomaraswawy’s religious
tolerance is of the latter calibre.
Unllke_Sri Ramakrishpa, he has not
successively lived the life of g
Hm_du, an Islam and a Christian to
realize the ultimate goal of God
through many venues. Neverthe-
less, what Sri Ramakrishna gained
t]‘arougb a life of experience, Dr
Loomgraswa}m){ gained through g
great intellect invested with a vizion
to see beneath suyerficialities, to
grasp the underlying fundaments
and to unify through diversity.

In a tribute to Sr Ramakrishnga
prophet of the harmony of religions:
published in Prabuddha Bharata, Dr.
Coomaraswamy quotes Blake, who
Says: ‘the religion of al] nations
18 derived from each nation's

different reception of the poetic
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genius, which is everywhere called
the spirit of prophecy...As all men
are alike (though infinitely various)
so all religions, and as all similars
have one source.” Literally hundreds
of texts, he maintains, could also be
“cited from Christian. and Islamie,
Vedie, Taoist and other scriptures
and their patristic expositions, in
close and sometimes literally verbal
agreement.”

The world, as Dr. Coomaraswamy
sees it, is a hotch-potch of economic
and political strife, tc readjust which
towards unity a sincere understand-
ing of its faiths bhas never before been
more urgently needed. No religion,
he maintains, should be made to
subserve economic and political ends;
for as long as this state of affairs
exists, so long will the world remain
arrested ip its growth in the consei-
ousness of mankind. Much of the
superior attitude of the West, patent
in its condescension towards the
East, he attributes to its ignorance
of other religion than Christianity
through no fault of any outsider but
its insincerity of approach.

One has only to look round to
realize the trath of Dr. Coomara-
swamy's assertions. Not only has
man not outgrown his time-honoured
ebhnocentricism, despite the rapid
progress made in world communica-
tion, but ethnocentricism hag pervad-
ed his religious life, limiting his
vision, stunting universal sympathy
and obstructing world citizenry. It
18 regrettable outlook on life, reorien-
bation of which alone can pave the
way towards a better understanding

of human relationships and lagting
peace.

2

Dr. Coomaraswamy’s religious
tolerance is actuated by the desire to
see the 'realization of cosmo-polita-
nism through a profounder apprecia-
tion of all faiths. His plea is part
of The Open Conspiracy &8 pro-
pounded by the late Mr H. G. Wells,
the only differepce being his em-
phasis on the religious instead of tha
latter’s humanist agpect. To achieve
this end, he advocates a comprehen-
sive training in comparative religion,
not along the present day biased
lines adopted by seminaries for
would-be missionaries, but in the
nature of ‘‘exchange-professors’” in
universities.

He envisages a world unified by
a religion of religions underlined and
defined by first principles, which
must accrue from such a harmonious
study. Ib place of missionary work,
which he warns in his essay *‘Paths
That Liead To the Same Summit’
must be completely abandoned, he
would propose an inter - religious
conference to provide the basis for
world co-operation. Needless to say,
as a catholic theologian, the rationa-
list and the scientific humanist have
no place in his schemata; for these,
by their professed outlook, he consi-
ders already unattuned to the great
task of social synthesis.

It is still too early, however, to
predict whether faith, reason or
science will ultimately be the motive
force to bind humanity and liberate
it from an impending catastrophe of
ever-increasing dimensions. As in
religion 80 in matters pertaining to
world unity there are men of diverse
convictions as to the final outcome
of their aspirations and the right
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course to pursue. The theologian
gees hope in a God who is the Father
of mankind, the ralionalist in nibi-
lism and a standardized atheism,
and the ecientist, in ethical philo-

But who knows that these
es of mind may not be mergs
of which Dr Coomara-
ance for the gake of
tegsence is a forerun-

sophy.
attitud
ing forces,
swamy'’s tol_er
religious quin
ner ?

S

Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy

—_——

(Jayanta Padmanabha, Colombo)

HE death of Dr. Ananda Cooma-
raswamy at Boston on September

Oth 1947, shortly after the ce'ebration
of his seventieth birthday, deprived the
world of learning of a scholar and critic
who had earned a unique reputation
throughout Europe, Asia and America as
an authority on-art and the philosophy
of art. Yet he would have repudiated
the notion that any views which he held
on the arts, or on philosophy or religion
have any special claim on our attention.
The present article is merely concerned
to sketch very briefly- some of the tradi-
tional views on these subjects which he
expounded as a corrective to the current
heresies of the age.

His approach to art was unusual in
many ways. Hs started life asa scien-
tist, and the training in scientific me-
thod which he received asa geologist
and botanist gave a characteristic exact-
ness and precision to his iater studies of
the arts. These qualities were developed
by his reading of scholastic philosophy,
which taught him to begin every critical
or §pgcuiative discussion with the exact
definition of terms. Moreover he was
pre_occupied with philology as well as
philosophy and therefore used words with

a scholarly sense of their derivation and
of their senantic overtones.

And finally he had an advantage not
enjoyed by every art critic—a deep and
iatensive knowledge of literature, which
appears to have embraced the whole of
the secular and re'igious thought of
both East and West. It enabled him,
for example, to bring to bear upon Dante,
a subject on which he did not ciaim to
be a specialist an erudition which, it has
been said, “makes most European critic-
ism look not werely simple but absurd!ly
provincial.”

In one oi his more controversial essays,
entitled “Why exhibit Works of Art ?” he
remarks that a museom or art gallery, if
It 1s to serve any useful purpose in the
community, needs both a Curator to act
as a custodian of the exhibits and a Docent
to expound them to the uniniti
a_ted. The role of Docent was his voca-
tion and his lifework. He interpreted
art as seriously and as reverently as he
Interpreted religion in books like *“Buad-
dh?‘al?d the Gospel of Buddhism (1916)
or "Hinduism and Buddhism (1946). It
Was not without reason that a writer in

Lhe New York Herald Tribune” called
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him *‘the scholar curator, and priest of
Oriental art.”

He took as his point of departure the
dictum of I'lato that art is an intellec-
tual virtue, and he thought it his fanc-
tion as docent and hierophant not to put
forward theories of his own but to ex-
pound what he called the “‘normal”
or traditional view of art-—a view which
is far from being normal in the present
abnormal age. He mistrusted the per=
sonal view point, Ian some ways, though
the parallel cannot be pressed too far,
his contribution to art criticism resembles
that of T. S. Eliot to literary criticism.
As Eliot in his famous essay on “Tradi-
tion and Individual Talent"” compared
the poet to a catalyst, Coomaraswamy
insists that the artist must be not an
ageat bat an instrument of inspiration—
not, certainly, a passive instrument like a
stenographer but one who conscioasly
makes use of himself as an instrument
who is “both a contemplative and a good
workman.

Like Eliot too, be had a keen sense
of continuity and contemporaneity of
diverse cultures. A view of art which
held good for ancient India, classical
Greece or medieval Europe shoald, ac-
cording to him, still be valid for today
if today’s art were rane and healtby, aad
above all the civilisations of East and
West were complementay and insepa-
rable parts of “one world”

From the fact that the artist is an
instrument “inspired” by something out-
side himself, it follows that art is as the
Abbe Bremond argued of poetry, an act
of prayer. Ccoomaraswamy remarks that
all religiovs art is  *“visual theo-
logy”. This magnificent phrase
would be as applicable to factory and
theatre as to cathedral and temple, and
as valid for an aeroplane as for a statue,
He condemns the subjective or “'aesthetic"
view of art and argues, on the authority

of St. Thomas Aquinas, that whatever
is made only to give pleazure isa luxury
and that the love of art under these con-
ditions becomes not merely a frivolity
but a mortal sin. All art is symbolic
and *the utility of iconography must
come to an end whzan the vision is face
to face "

These ideas Coomaraswamy did not
claim as his own. He dissected the
work of art before him and reconciled
the results of his dissection with the
generalisations of the great philosophers
and mystics on the beautiful, the truoe
and the good. The ‘“Normal” view of
art which he arrived at by these methods
is in direct conflict with the accepted
canons of most moderp criticism.

He rebats, for example, the notion
that poetry is not the thing said but the
way of saying it, that the purest poetry
is that with the least intellectual con-
tent and that the test of a poem's great-
ness is whether thas late A. E. Housman
would have cut himself if he had happen-
ed to remember a line from it when he
was shaving.

He opposes the fashionable view of
the fine arts, as propounded, for instance,
by Paul Valery, that the chief character-
istic of art is its complete usefulness;
and when critics speak of significant
form, he reminds them that the word
significant is meaningless unless the form
is significant of something and that the
value or truth of that something must
be considered in assessing the work of art.

At the other extreme he rejects the
utilitarian view of art as represented in
the saying of Le Corbusier that a house
is @ “machine for living in.” Even do-
mestic architecture is an act of dedica-
tion, and a house is “visual th=ology” in
the same way as a church.

Cootparaswamy held that all art
bad a serious purpose, and as he did not
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distinguish in the last analysis between
religious and secular art, so he did not
differentiate between a fine art and ap-
plied art. He believed that our society
is sick and impotent because it has
created a dichotomy between the beauti-
ful and the useful in everyday life. On
the one hand we bave men working
without joy and without art to produce
machine-made objects for sale, on the
other hand artists without purpose and
without religious sense engaged in pro-
ducing pictures, statues and ‘objects
d'art’ for exhibition and collection,

In earlier civilisation, he reminded us
the artist and the artisan were one and
the same thing; and it should be the
purpose of a museum or art gallery to
restore a sense of the earlier values,
when art permeated every part of man’s
economiic, political, social and religious
Life anld was not, as it often 1s today, an
extra” in the school curriculum, a hobby
for collectors, a commercial commodity
for dealers and speculators,

_His political views, in so far as any
are implied in his critical writings, were,
if I am pot mistaken, in a direct line of
d_escent from William Mortis. He be-
lieved in Labour in as much as he be-
lieved in the dignity of manual crafts
and “manufacture by art"s but in other
raspects he was, if not a conservative, at
least “'a laudator temporis acti”, He
did not believe in progress or democracy
or any of the political catchwords of the
machine age. The director of one of the
great museums of the FEastern States

gnce remarked to him: “From the
tooe  Age until pow
decline | ol

ine Coomaraswamy quo i
pesszmxst-ic reflection withy aqpprtoe‘falthi]:
one of his essays and adds: “He meant
|_:>f course, a decline in intellectuality, not
In comfort. It should be oce of the
functions of a wel] organised museymy

exhibition to deflate the j|lus;
ks € illusion of

His lack of faith in what is usually
understood by democracy was €ven more
striking than his distrust of “progress.
“\Whereas it was once the purposeé ©
life” he wrote, “to achieve freedom from
onese'f, it is now our will to achieve thfe
greatest measure of {reedom fo_r oneself,
no matter from what.! He ascribed most
of our social and spiritual ills to over-
industiialisation, and rem_iqded us that
despite our cult of political freedom
we are, in the things that matter, cl'luch
less free than the craftsmen and artisans
of the old feudal societies who were the
anonymous, impersonal and willing ser=
vants of church or state.

But he would not allow you to
infer from this whole viewpoint was
based upon nostalgia for the age of chi-
valry. ‘If I assert”, he said, ““that manu-
facture by art is humanely superior to
‘industry without art’, it does not follow
that I eovisage knights in armour.” He
did not want to set back the clock, but
be did seek io correct what he considered
the heterodoxy of contemporary criticism
by the standards of an earlier, serener
and more settled order.

These standards were to be deduced
not merely from Plato and St. Thomas
and the Upanishads but from works of
art.  As he used the term, this meant not
only from painting and sculpture and
wuseum exhibits but also from any com-
munal activity like the dance or the
drama, from any directly productive
occupation like farming or carpentry, and
even from utensils which are custom-made

by creative artists and not mass-produced
for sale,

Eor those who are able to accept his
doctr;ne, works cf art are not dead stone
and inanimate pigment, they are crea-
tures of the living spirit, They do not
merely offer themselves to be looked at
from the walls of art galleries and the
showcases in museums; they Jook back
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at the beholder and say, like the torso
of Apollo in Rilke’s poem.—"Du musst
dein Leben aendern.” If society as a
whole could be made to accept the
challenge of art in this spirit and under-
go tke change of heart which it demands,
there might be some hope of redressing
its ills by other thin revolutionary
methods, and we might be able to get rid
of the vanity and violence and despair by
which modern civilisation is haunted.

This briefly was Coomaraswamy'’s
message. It is neither novel in substance
nor individeal in tone, and the last thing
he would have claimed is that it is origi-
nal. Yet it is original in that it deals
with origins—original in the sense in
which we speak of original sources or
original sin.

It seems, likely that the form which
Coomaraswamy's characteristic greatness
took was due in part to his mixed birth.
His vast erudition, which be carried with
such bumility, was a unique synthesis of
occidental and eastern learning which
could not have been achieved either by a
pure Westerner, however learned, nor by
a pure Oriental, however cosmopolitan in
outlook:- Boin in an uneasy half-way
house between two civilisztions, he was
the lord and legatee of both. In his calm
and unembittered vision the conventional

antagonism of East and West is recon-
ciled.

@)
X9

1 think it is only fair to add, howe
ever, that his life story offers a warning
as well as encouragement, when we con-
sider that he spent, apparently, less than
a decade of his seventy years in this
pative land, and was able to perfect bis
mission only because he woiked in exile
and at a safe distance from the parochial
and personal squabbles which contamis
nate art and administration in Ceylon,
Few of his compatriots are fortunate

enough to have seen him in the flesh,
but those who have seen his recent
photographs or the portrait of him

which was unveiled at the University of
Ceylon to commemorate his seventieth
birthday on August 22, 1947, will underst
and what an American writer meant by
saying that he had *“the appearance of a
distinguished eagle” or what another
admirer in the United States had in mind
when he wrote that he was *“tall. hande-
some, of sovereign colour—the image of
God, carved in sandalwood."” In a letter
to me a few weeks before he died be
mentioned that he intended to retire at
the end of 1547 and lead an “approxi-
mately ‘““Vanaprastha” life somewhere
in the Himalayas.," It is a tragic irony
that soon after he had formed this reso-
lution his untimely death should have
cheated his many admirers in Ceylon of
the hope that he might be prevailed upon
to revisit his pative country enroute for
the Himalayas and give his countrymen
and kinsmen the opportunity to honour
him in person.

From "““Homage to Kala Yogs"

QX
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K. NAVARATNAM,

(Secretary Kala Nilayam Jaffna)

True Nationalism

India for the Indians: True: but why ?
Is it that we may have, or that we may
be, and give? Do we fight with attach-
ment to the fruits of works, such as poli-
tical rights and commercial prosperity: or
do we fight for an idea, the daty of self-
realisation for the sake of others? If it
is for an idea that we fight, victory is
assured, if only for a material end, it
may be that there also we shall win—or it
may be not—but if we do win, it is not
obvious what the great gain to bumwanity
will be  Five hundred years hence it will
matter little to humanity whether a few
Indians, more or less, have held official
posts in India, or a few million bales of
cloth been manufactured in Bowbay or
Lancas hire factories: but it matters much
whether the great ideals of Indian cul-
ture have been carried forward or aliow.
ed to die. It is with these that Indian
Nationalism is essentially concerned, and
upon these that the fate of India asa
nation depends.

* £ *

The inspiration of our Nationalism
must be not hatred or self-seeking: but
love, first of India, and second'y of
England and of the World. The highest
ideal of nationality is service: and it js
because this service is impossible for ys
so long as we are politically and spiri=
tua.lly dominated by any Western civili=
sation, that we are bound to achieve our

freedom. It is in this spirit that we
must say to Englishmen, that we \\flll
achieve this freedom, if they will, with
their consent and with thzir help: but if
they wi!l not, then without their consent
and inspite of their resistance.

® #* L

It is for us to proclaim that wisdom
is greater than knowledge: for us to make
anew that art is something more than
manual dexterity, or the mere imitation
of natural forms. It is for us to investi=
gate the physical and superseasual facul-
ties anew in the light of discoveries of
Physical Science and to show that )
Science and Faith may be reconciled on
a higher p'ane than any reached as yet.
It is for us to intellectualise and spiri=
tualise the religious conception of the
West. and to show that the true mean-
ing of religious tolerance is not the re-
fraining from persecution. but the real
belief that different religions need not be
mutually exclusive, the conviction that
they are ail good roads, suited to the
varying capacities of those that tread
them, and leading to one end. This and
much more is our allotted task,

Aim of Indian Art

It cannot be too clearly understood
that the mere representation of nature is
never the aim of Indjap Art. Probably no
truly Indian sculpture has been wrought
direct from a living model, or any reli
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gious painting copied from the life.
Possibly no Hinda artist of the old
schools ever drew from nature at all.
His store of memory pictures, hlli power
of visualisation and his imagination were
for his purposs finer means: for h: de-
sired to suggest the Ide_a behind sensu-
ous appearance, not to give the Qelall of
the seeming reality, that was in truth
but maya, illosion. For iospite of the
pantheistic accommodation _of suf_‘mue
truth to the capacity of finite n:un‘ds,
whereby God is conceived as entering
into all things, Nature remains to the
Hindu a veil, not a revelation: and art is
to be something more than a mere imi-
tation of this maya, it is to manilest
what lies behind. To mistake the maya
for reality were error indeed.

* * *

It has indeed been Ravi Varma's
reward for choosing Indian subjects, that
he has been to some degree a true na-
tionalising influence; but had he been al-
so a true artist with the gift of great
imagination, this influence must have been
tenfold deeper and greater. He is the
landmark of a great opportunity, not
perhaps wholly missed, but ill availed of;
melo-dramatic conceptions, want of
imagination, want of restraint, anecdotal
aims and a lack of Indian feeling in the
treatment of sacred and epic subjscts are
his faults. His art is not truly nationai
—he merely plays with local colour, His
gods and heroes are men cast in a very
common mould, who find themselves in
situations for which they lack a proper
dignity. The resulting degradation of
what should be heroic and ideal types is
quite unpardonable. Ravi Varma’s pic-
tures, in a word, are not national art:
they are such as any European student
could paint, after only a superfizial
study of Indian life and literature. A
reaction from these ideals js represented

by what has beea called the New School

of Indian Painting founded by Aban-
indranath Tagore.
* T 3

Gieat art or science is the flower of
a free national life pouring its abun_de}nt
energy into ever new channels, giving
some new intimation of a truth aad
harmony before unknown or forgotten.
It is not strange that Iandia, after a
thousand years of alien government, often
puritan and now philistine, economically
and morally impoverished, should have
lost her position in the world of art. But
we believe that India stands upon the
threshold of a freedom aud a unity great-
er than any yet realised. If this be so
we need not fear for Indian Art: for the
new life must find its self-expression. It
rests with each individual to make this
fruition possible,

Education

One of the most remarkible features
of British rule in India has been the fact
that the greatest injuries done to the
peop'e of India have taken the outward
form of blessings. Of this Education is
a strikiog example; for no more crush-
ing blows have ever been struck at the
roots of Indian Nitional evolution than
those which have been struck, often with
other, and the best intentions, in the
name of Education. It is sometimes
said by friends of India that the National
movewent is the natural result of Eng-
lish Education, and of which England
should in truth be proud, as showing
that, under ‘civilisation' and the Pax
Britannica, Indians are becoming, at
last, capable of self-government. The
facts are otherwise. If Indians are still
capable of self-government, it is in spite
of all the anti-national tendencies of a
system of education that has ignored or

despised almost every ideal informing the
national cu!ture,

By their fruits ye shall know them.
The most crushing indictment of this
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Education is the fact that it deslrhcys,
in the great majority of those upon W Du:_l
it is inflicted, all capacity for the ﬂli’lilli’:3
ciation of Indian culture. Speak to the
ordinary graduate of an Indian Unwr;lr-
sity, or a student from Ceylon,' of the
ideals of the Mahabharata—he will basten
to display his know'edge of :‘Shakespeare;
talk to him of religious philosophy-you
find that he is an atheist of the crqje
type common in Europe a generation
ago, and that not only has he no religion
but he is as lacking in philosophy as the
average Englishman; talk to him of
Indian music he will produce a gramc-
phone or a harmonium, and inflict upon
you one or both; talk to him of Indian
dress or jewellery-he will tell you that
they are uncivilised and barbaric; talk to
him of Indian art-it is news to him that
such a thing exists; ask him to translate
for you a letter written in his own
mothertongue-he does not know it, He
is indeed a stranger in his own land.

* * *

None can be true educators of the
Indian people who do not inherit their
traditions, or cannot easily work in a
spirit of perfect reverence f.r those tradi-
tions. Others can be, not educators, but
merely teachers of particular subjscts.
As such there is still room in India for
English teachers; but they shouid be, not
in power, but subordinate; they should be
engaged by, paid by. and responsible to
Indian managers, as, in Japan, English
teachers are responsible to Japanese
authorities,

It will be for us to develop the
Indian intelligence through the medium
of Indian culture, and building thereupon,
to make it possible for India to resume
ber plaee amongst the nations, not
merely as a competitor in material pro=
duction, but as a teacher of all that
belongs to a true civilisation, a leader of
the future, as of the pasts Herein the

ordinary English educator can help but
little, and can Ainder much.

Swadeshi

The imitation of European ways of
living, whether in respect of dress, food,
architecture or what not, has led to the
adoption of many Euaropean luxuries which
are quite unnecessary, and sometlgles
positively injurious. We shall certainly
be much wiser to do without these useless
or injurious things altogether-with eco-
nomy to ourselves-than we should be in
making them locally, even worse than
they are made in Europe. There is, for
example, a large class of gocds: cheap
and nasty, which are manufactured solely
for the Eastern market, and which no
one with education or taste would use in
England. Yet these are purchased eagerly
by Indians who desire to furnish in the
European style, and in such quantities
tbat their drawing-rooms are more like
shops than living-rooms.

It is just so with other arts and jn-
dustries: we neglect what lies at our
doors, to buy from afar what we do not
understand and cannot use to advant-
age: No wonder that we are poor;
ae'sthelic demoralisation and commercial
failure will always be inseparable in the
long run. Cast aside the village wea-
vgr's traditional skill, not only in teche
nique but in design, and you destroy so
much of the naticnal culture, and the
whole standard of living is ultimately
lowered. Competition with Europe, on
the l{nes of modern commercia’]ism
must 1avolve intellectual, and ultimatel )
mdus_trlal ruin. It matters little whe{
ther it is the Lancashire manufacturer o
the great mill-owner of Bombay wh;

successfully contests the vi
illage w .
market, . AT

Not till the India
Indian arts and indus
appreciation of them
recognise them not

0 people patronize
tries from g req]
»and becapse they
merely ag Cheaper,
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but as better than the foreign, will the
Swadeshi movement become complete
and comprehensive.

Dance of Siva-Nataraja

It may not be out of place to call
attention to the grandeur of this concep
tion (Nataraja) itself asa synthesis of
science, religion and art. How amazing
the range of thought and sympathy of
those rishi-artists, who first conceived
such a type as this, affording an image of
reality, a key to the complex tissue of
life, a theory of nature, not merely satis-
factory to a single clique or race, nor
acceptable to the thinkers of one century
on'y, but universal in its appeal to the
philosopher, the lover, and the artist of
all ages and all countriess How sup-
remely great in power and grace this
daccing image must appear to all those
who have striven in plastic forms to
give expression to their intuition of Lafe.

Every part of such an image as this
is directly expressive, not of any mere
superstition or dogma, but of evident
facts. No artist of today, however great,
could more exactly or more wisely
create an image of that Energy which
science must postulate behind all p' eno-

mena. If we would reconcile Time with
Eternity, we can scarcely doso othar-
wise than by the conception of alter-
nations of phase extendinrg over vast re=
gions of space and great tracts of time.
Especially significant, then, is the phase
alternation implied by the drum, and the
fire which changes, not destroys. These
are but visual symbols of the theory of
the day and night of Brahma.

In the night of Brahma, Nature is
inert, and cannot dance till Siva wills
it: He rises from His rapture, and dan-
cing sends through inert matter pulsing
waves of awakening sound, lo. matter also
dances appearing as a glory round about
Him. Dancing, He sustains its manifold
phenomen:. In the fulness of time, still
dancing, he destroys all forms and names
by fire and gives uew rest. This is po-
etry; but none the less, Science.

It is not strange that the figure of
Nataraja has commanded the adoration
of so many generations past: familiar
with all scepticism, expert in tracing all
beliefs to primitive superstitions, ex-

plorers of the infinitely great and infinitely -
small, we are worshippers of Nataraja
still,
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Secondary Education and the Future

BY

A. E. TAMBER,
(President, All Ceylon Union of Teachers)

lN modern countries all education
above Standard 5, above the age
group of 11 plus, is designated as

Secondary Education, Secondary
education for all is the slo-
gan. In America and Soviet

Russia all children go up for Se-
condary Education. In England and
France, the children are allocated to
differentiated courses by Tests at
11 plus. What will Ceylon do?

The Special Committee of Edu-
cation suggested selective tests at
11 plus for selection and allocation.
They suggested that only 2) per
cent of the children should be allu-
cated for academic edueation. " The
rest were to be allotted to Practieal
Schools. The State Council turned
d>wn the proposal of the Special
Committee and recommended that
selective tests should be bheld
only at 14 plus and differeatiation
should take place oniy at the
14 plus age level. The Permanent
Secretary to the Ministry of Edu-
cation in his memorandum (popular-
ly known as the draft White paper)
recommended selective tests and
differentiation only at 14 plus. He
suggested that after a “fitness” test
at 14 plos only about 20 per cent
of the children should be given free
education in academic secondary
sohools, the rest should go to Gov-

ernment Vocational Schools or have
academic education in  Assisted
Secondary Schools paying fees. The
Government secondary schools would
not even admit the *““misfits >’ But
assisted secondary schools were
given the option of admitting “mis-
fits”.

1f this suggestion were put into
effect the educational reform and
differentiation for appropriate courses
would be rendered nugatory for all
practical purposes in the Assisted
Secondary Schools In view cf the
likely inadequacy of government
grant, the Assisted Secondary School
Managaments will be inclined to ad-
mit “misfits” for the sake of finaneial
gain by way of school fees. The re-
cent experience of the grant under
the “Free Education Scheme” and
the possible introduction of the
“block grant’’ system re-inforces the
argument that in future government
grant for Assisted Secondary Schools
will always be below required stand-
ard. If the Permanent Secretary's
schems had been given effect to, with
the blessings of the right to admib
“misfits” in Assisted Secondary
Schools, then in course of time our Se-
condary Assisted Schools woald tend
to become largely schools for “misfits”
paying for their education. The
payment, too, will have to be pretty
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high, because the Government will
give no kind of assistance for the

education of such “misfits.”

This was the prospect last year.
But pressure of public eriticisin and
the advent of a competent Director
of Education have helped to clarify
the position. Revised precposals
were said to be engaging the atten-
tion of the Goveroment. The sug-
gestion to differentiate by I.
tests appears to have been definitely
abandoned. The I. (. tests have
been declared as unsuited and im-
practicable for Ceylon conditions.

The present proposal appears to
be, that at the ecd of the standard
five level, there is to be a test to
eliminate about 15 per cent of the
children, generally the mentally de-
fective, below 856 percent I, Q.
level, who would not profit by any
further academically biassed educa-
tion. These 16 per cent are to
be given in the post-primary classes
attached to Primary Schools a gene.
ral education with an occupational
bias and with an emphasis on citizen-
ship obligations. At the end of
standard eight these pupils san go
to Government Vocational Schools
or leave school.

The 85 per cent selected by the
tests at the end of standard five
will go through a Junior Secondary
School Education with g compulsory
practical bias added. Thege child-
ren at the end of standard eight
level will be tested again, Abgub
60 percent will be selected to conti-
nue as free scholars in Senioy Se-
condary Schools working up to the
8. 8. C. Examination, The other 25

CHAVAKACHCHERI HINDU COLLEGE

cent will have free education if
ESEI;Y choose to go to Government
Vocational Schools. If they choose to
persist in academic Secondary Edu-
cation, they will not be given ad-
mission in Government Secondary
Schools, but can seek admission b0
Assisted Secoudary Schools paying
fees for their entire cost of educa-

tion.

Under this scheme there is a de-
finitely larger allotment of ‘“fit”
pupils for the senior cl~s<es (60 per-
cent as against 20 pcrcent of the
permanent secretary’s scheme)- But
even here the option to admit *‘mis-
fits” on payment of fees may en-
courage certain managements to ad-
wit a large number of ¢ misfits”.
This dinger exists to a greater ex-
tent in wurban and metropolitan
schools where the ability to ray
18 greater. But if schools ad-
mit “misfits” for the sake of finan-
cial gain, they would sacrifice effi-
ciency.

The Government, however, ap-
pears to be under the impression
that “misfits” are likely to be ad-
mitted in large numbers jp Assisted
Secondary Schools. The main plau-
sible argument for “plook grant’ is
‘t‘h.a,tg,goveynment can subsidise only

[it” pupils by way of a “per capita”
grant and to permit g parallel stream
of pupils paying thejr entire cost of
education by way of fees. 1f the
assisted schools take jp “misfits” for
the sake_of fees, they would lower
the quality of their schools in con-
brast to Government schools which
will cater to only the “fit” pupils
d large Dumber of “misfigg” a[; pthe:

enior Secondary level will, ip sourse



of time, undermine the prestige of
Assisted Schools.

The managements of Assisted
Schools have to guard against two
temptations; the flrst, tha trap of
“block grant;” second, the admission
of “misfits”. The ‘block grant”
system will shift all responsibility
for the salaries and increments of
teichers to the managers: How an
incremental scale can be worked on
fixed grant passeth all mathemati-
cal understanding. The future
school manager may have to be a bit
of an actuary capable of calculating
the cost of teachers for the rest of
their full tenure in terms of his re-
sources on the block grant scheme.
Teachers, headmasters and even
school managers are agreed that the
“block grant” system will plunge

ot CuanGary &iwisrer 23

asgsisted schools into chaos. If the
financial difficulties of the block=
grant system compel or encourage
the cdmission of ‘““misfits” on a
large scale, then Assisted Schools will
in that stage be largely schools for
misfits The Government plan will
then, in effect, turn out to be a
strangulation scheme, as far as
assisted schools are concerned.

The post S. S. C. education is
generally being planned with a view
to separating about 25 per cent for
University and the balance for poly-
technics t0 be opened in Colombo,
Kandy, Jaffna and Galle. The 25
per cent found fit for University
education will be allowed a further
two years in H. S. C. classes of
Secondary Schools. This appears
to be a fair distribution.
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PRINCIPAL'S NOTES

1949 — 1950

—f—

1. 1949—A Year of achievement

The year that bas rung out
saw the College growing to 1t8 full
stature steadily. The number of
eligible pupils in attendance went up
by another 132 giving the College
seven more teachers for work in 1950,
The Science Laboratories expanded,
replenished with equipment of appa-
ratuses, chemicals, models and fur-
niture adequate enough for the teach-
ing of Botany and Zoology and
Chemistry and Physics. The gene-
ral library saw an increase of over
200 volumes, claszics and modern
literature of both English and Tamil.
The class litraries, becamwe more
full, satisfying the reading needs of
pupils of all classes. The Reading
Room had on its tables a represen-
tative selection of jourpals and
periodicals (educational, social, politi-
cal and health) appealing to the
tastes of both teachers and taught.
Sports and Games received a full
measure of attention in that over
607% of sports fees of the year went
towards procuring svorts materialg
for  football, volley ball, net-ball,
badminton, table-tennis, boxing and
for indoor games like chess and car-
rom. The Scout-Troup and Guide
C_ompany are the two living institu-
tions of the College going strong;
I:Pe_ Scoul_a Troup getting a Club
I?uom of its own with the Guide
COlnpany nursing a righteous grudge
to the Principal, for the lack of a
Guide Room. The lady-teachers are
cribbed, cabined and confineg in two

ised rooms in the _a[readyT{ar].
too.congested Old Hall into a Tueck
shop a,%d Girls’ Rest and Lunch
Room. Ingenious indeed. Ounly the

ladies can.

Above all, T take yride in. ]:}av-
ing the assistance of an efficient
staff of bighly qualified and expe-
rienced teachers who have given of
their best to the school in building
it up and in keeping up the pres-
tige of a Grade T collegiste echool
which it became on the 1st of
January 1949,

What 1949 failed to give us

In my notes for the Annual of
1948, T made an appeal to parents,
past pupils, nay to all patrons of
Hindu learning to give the College
the following forthwith:— -

improv

1 A minimum of 12 more
class-rooms

2 Sufficiently commodious
Homes for

(a) Science Laboratories

(1) Biology (2) Natural Sei-
ences

(b)  Library and Reading Room

(¢) Hostel (Dormitor Dini
y, Dining
Hall ete., for at least 50 boixrdera)

and  (3) Additional plots of
land for bringine tl ing field

to their normt:)mi Eizelf3 PhTiog e
My appeal yet remaj i

' DS a cry in

the wilderness, Yet with the myu::li
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nt help of Mr. M. T. Chelliah
SFeKekimEva and Dr. T. P. Thamo-
tharam and under the lead and
patronage of Mr. V, Kuomaraswamy
M. P together with the co-opera-
tion of my fellow- teichers, we have
already started building two blocks
of class-rooms. Ope with five
clags-rooms and a store or oflice-
room has already gone half-
way and if more willing contribu-
tions come in time we hope to com-
plete it within a month or two frem
now. The other on sounder founda-
tions can be a two-storeyed block
1560 <27,  If two-storeyed, it will
give us 6 or 8 clsssrooms and sufii-
cient accommodation for the Science
Laboratories or the Libraries and
the Reading Room.

2. 1950 —The work before us

We begin the year or the Half
Century with high hopes, for is it
not the privilege of schoolmasters to
dream drevms and see visions of
glory! With the one aim of bring.
ing out the best in each child by
providing for the c¢hild all facile
aids for him to ‘seek good,” to, ‘be-
good’ always and to ‘do good’ ever
and anon, we have framed the
syllabuses and drawn the schemes
of etudies broadbased on the reli-
glous thought and experienca of
our ances'ors and adapted t0 meet
the needs of the living present,
Graded courses of study in Reli-
glon and Masie, Tamil and Sanps-
krit together with the Extra-curri-
cular activities like Guru Pocjahs
and observances of religious and
national fesvivals under the direct
sapervision of our veteran teacher
Mr. 8, K' Chelliah form an inte-

/ >
& —_—
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gral part of education, characteris-
tic of Chavakachcheri Hindu.

A glance of that page of the
Annual giving the Staff List
shows that the College has on
its ranks specialist teachers for Eng-
lish Language and Literature, Citi-
zenship (Geography, History and
Civies or Government) Sciences
(Natural and Diological) including
Mathematics and Oriental Learning
(Tamil, Sanskrit and Sinhalese).

The year 1950 witnesses changes
in, transfers from or additions to
the staff. The untimely death of
the mother of Mr. S. Krishnan B. Se.,
has deprived the school of the in-
valuable services of this young but
efficient teacher of Biology. He
has been with us from Febraary
1946, and it did not take long for
him though in his teens, to create
an impression as a successful teach-
er- A good artist, fond of painting
and music, a good sportsman and
above all, a good mixer, Krishnan
obtained with ease an important
place in the life of the school. All
of us thought ha would be with us
for a long time, but Fortune willed
it otherwise. We wish him all suc-
cess in life in his mother country.
Our  sister-college, the Kokuvil
Hindu is taking away from us, Mr.
V. C. Ramanathan, who for the last
two years had been the ‘life blood’
of the C. H C. Library and a real
teacher to those who had been for-
tunate to sit at his feet. Ths best
way of expressing my appreciation
of his services to the School is to
tell him that he leaves a place that’s
hard to fill and to congratulate the

the Kokuvil Hindu on its getting a
I » ns“,'-'ﬂVl-‘.;j
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We wish him too,

good teacher.
all success.

Miss, K. Vaitialingam who was
 teacher of the College for five
years joined the G. T. C early in 194
and isin the second year of her
training on full pay study leave;
ehe is on the request of the _Prm—-
cipal specialiting in Home Science.
Rev. Pandit Dharmaratna Thero has
left us to pursue bigher a(_:aden_:llc
studies at the Ceylon University
and his place as Sinhalese teacher
was taken by Mr. L. P. SomaPala.
Miss. P. Sathasivam has joined the
Govt Technical College for a course
of training in Arts and Crafts: We
are happy indeed to welcome Mr. T.
V. Thiagarajah, certificated both in
English avnd Tamil, Chairman of a
Village Committee, an experienced
teacher, Mr S.S. Ratnam, a re-
puted Music teacher and an able ex-
ponent of Carnatic Musie, Mr R.
Sithambaranathan with experience
as industrialist, a useful addition to
the P. T. Section of the College;
Mr. A. Viswanathan B A; qualified
in Histery and Economics; Mr. K.
Kandiah B A. (Lond). who was
a teacher here three years prior
to 1947 returning after a course of
Post graduate training at the G.T C.
and Miss. Rajeswary Thamotharam-
pillai an ‘old girl’ of the College—a,
welcome addition to the Primary
Department of the College.

We congratulate Mr A. Siva-
guru an experienced trained teacher
with service of nearly twenty years,
on his success at the B, A » (Lond.)
Examination. Our Oriental Section
18 greatly strengthened by his sue-

CHAVAKACHCH_EEI_ EI_N ]_)_U_Q_OLLE(%E

cess, as his subjects are Sanskrit
and Tamil,

The Chavakachcheri Hindu bas,
thus, all barring one thing that goes
to make a good school. It has
sound, up-to-date equipment for
successful teaching. It has a staff
of highly qualified and experienced
teachers with a spirit of service
through work to make the C. H. C.
play its role truly and well as the
only Grade 1 Ipstitution for Then-
maradchi. It is one gap that re-
mains to be filled up forthwith. That
is more lands and mcre buildings.

My fellow teachbers and I have
in looking after the children entrust-
ed to our care taken the preliminary
steps through personal letters to
parents reporting about the progress
of their children, of enlisting the
co-operation of Parents to form
early next term a Parent-Teachers
Association adopting the constitu-
tion so kindly prepared by the Edu-
cation Officer, N. D,

May we therefore, the Principal
and Staff appeal to all Patrons of
Hindu Education and invite their
co-operation and help in getting the
blo.ol;s of class-rooms already a—
building completed ang declared
oren before June, 1950, and thus
find sufficient accommodation for the
steadily increasing numter of pupils,
and failure of parents o respond to
this appeal of ours would arrest the
growth of the school. Wil] all par-
e‘nbs and wellwishers rally round
Chavakachcherj Hindu and give

through it g5 gy '
g y reat public
school for 'l‘henmaradchgi! .




Students’ Section

For Years to Remember

The time draws near when we have to
bid good bye to our Alma Mater. It may
be a year for some of us, and a few months
or days to others; and no more will we—
the Post Seniors—be seen wielding our
pens in the classroom, or moving our
limbs in the playing fields. Nor shall
we be in the midst of our teachers and
comrades sharing life’s joy, written on the
four walls of the College. However, when
we depart from the beloved premises, we
carry with us its blessings. We will soon
be tossed about from shore to shore with-
out friends to cheer, teachers to guide and
a principal to protect. Then it is, we
realise with gratitude the true worth of
school life.

What memories do we carry with us
as we leave our school gates? Our recol.
lection catches fleeting moments of happi-
ness, mischief and fun, hopes and fears,
pranks and dovbts. Happy old days were
they when we entered the College with
minds as happy as the lark! From that
time onwards we passed from room to
room and from teacher to teacher who

studied our minds and moulded
our character. We  remember, the
inestimable advantages we enjoyed

under our teachers. They roused in us
deep interest in the Literatures of Tamil
and English, in the fields of Science and
Mathematics. Their ripe experience,
besides inspiring us to aim higher, had also
lit in us the fire of reagsoning and under-
standing the depth of everything,

Thiruvalluvar and Kambar helped to
dispel the darkness of ignorance and
narrow prejudices. Wordsworth and
Shelley thrilled us indeed ! They told us
“we have eyes, yot see not, ears that
hear not, snd hearts that neither feel nor
understand.” They counselled us “‘to soar
but never roam true to the kindred points
of heaven and home.” We were attracted

by Thompson’s Hound of Heaven and
moved by Macbeth’s doom. We could
realise, immature as we were, yet that
“Life is like a tale told by an idiot full of
rant and fury siguifying nothing”. Hardy’s
ironic humour cleared to us some of the
difficult situations that we would meet
in life.

We were able to grasp Nehru’s views
on the Khadi Movement and his attitude
to Gandhi; Bertrand Russell’s views on
Leisure in “The Praise of Idleness.” Most of
our classes in Biography were instruc-
tive indeed ! They induced in our minds
high aspirations, great hopes—Lingoln and
Gandhi who lost their lives in the pursuit
of their cause and the contrast between -
their message and the mess of the modern
world,—Roosevelt and Chiang Kai Shek.
the lessons of service and self sacrifice,
Stalin and one sixth of the world—these
we shall never forget.

Now as we stand, just about to step
into the threshold of the unknown future,
our fears and regrets are great. We look
back into the past with mixed pleasure—
joy for the good things that have come on
our way and regret for the vast undone.
We will remember the spacious landscape
of our dear school, its generous mango and
jak trees, its sheltering tamarind tree
perched on whose boughs birds chirped
and by their harmony diverted our minds
from the tedium of the day’s work. We
will always remember the eternal din of
youthful voices sauntering along the Hall,
through the playing fields and on to the
dining Hall and kitchen, in quest of work,
play, food or drink, or mere fun. Wher-
ever we are, it is our earnest prayer that
we do not lose touch with our College.
Students may come. and students may go,
but our Alma Mater goes on for ever.

T. SIVAGURUNATHAR,
Jr. H. S'. C,



Sarojini Devi

evi will be remembereq by
e “Nightingale of Indw;r.
She passed away on March 2nd, last?myti he:
at seventy. She was, we learn, 8 e
same blithe spirit at 70 as s_he vlt;mr

seventeen. She was born on 13 Fe rentjé
1879 to a Brahmin family. Her pa.br e
were anxious to make her a sc:entlsd ik
at a very early age she showed won ir 1

taste for poetry. There is an old story
that when she was nine, she was fou.nd one
day, sighing and chewing her pe’ncll over
a sum in Algebra. It would'nt come
right, so she gave it up and wrote an epic
poem instead. Before she was sixteen
she had written a novel and had contri-
buted to several magazines. About this
time she fell in love with Dr. Naidu, and
even her educated father was confused
over his daughter's choice, Those were
days when parents tore their hair over the
caste issue. He packed her off to Eng.
land, to keep her safe from this affair.
But she returned in 1898 and married
Naidu in spite of the opposition of the
Brahmins,

Sarojini D
poaterity as th

Soon afterwards she threw herself
into the struggle for women’s emancipa.
tion. She said, “If women were educated,
the nation would take care of itself”’. She
became scon one of the brightest lights of
the Indian National Congress. In 1925
she was elected its President the first In.
dian woman to be given that honour. She
took leading parts in the galt Satyagraha,
and Civil Disobedience movements, On
One ocecasion she said that the motto of
every patriot should be: « preserve the
country’s honour and respect. I work for
therelief of the indigent and the timid
labour for the redemption of India from
the bonds of poverty and diseage” In
1922 she came to Ceylon, when we 'girls
were not born. Her wonderfn] eloquence

and power to 8Way people coul i
the speech she madE héjre. <l Ll

“That little a

Imost
little fragile figu 08t naked man, that

re that coulq be crushed

between the thumb apd ﬁnger of a burly
Englishman, he languishes indeed in pri.
gon today; but all the walls of a prison,
nay all the walls of a tomb, cannot silence
that imperishable voice ‘of liberty, _YOu
in this island, too are in the crucible,
you too are being tested so that your dross
shall be purged from your pure gold
and therefore it is meet that you people
of Ceylon showid hear from me, the least
the lowliest, but most loyal follower of
Gandhi, the message that Gandhi was
born to deliver to the world and make it
full of peace."

Both Mahatma Gandhi and Sarojini
Devi lived to see their country free,
Gandhi was crushed not by a “burly Eng.
lishman” but by an assassin’s gun. Mrs,
Naidu became Governor of United Pro-
vinces—the only woman to governa
province in India. One of her most
moving speeches was made on the occa-
sion of Mahatma Gandhi’s death, which
is declaimed by our sisters at Col-
lege on Gandhi Remembrance day.
“The time is over for private sorrow:
and the futile purposes of mourning” she
said,

In her poem on +Death” she says

“Tarry a while, O Death, I cannot die
With all my blossoming hopes, unhar-
vested,

My joys ungarnered all my songs
vnsung,

And all my tears unshed
Tarry a while, till I am satisfied

Of love and grief, of hearth and fal-
tering sky,

Till all my human hungers are fulfilled
O Death, T cannot die.

We are proud of Sarojini Devi and
let us be always worthy of her.,

A. KaMAra DEvi,
S.8.C. A,



“Chavakachcheri Hindu” in 2000

Chavakachcheri Hindu College is different. Property to the West of the
situated in a rather prominent peace, The College Will' be bought and annexed and
Colombo—Jafina Railway line and the the lane will be Bhlff‘:ﬂd f].lrt-her West.
Kandy road run alongside of it. The New Two storeyed blocks will arise along t.he
Railway siding will soon become a popular Western 'boundary. One w111_ comprise
Railway Station; away from the din of the fully equipped laboratories for Biology a.qd
busy market and the bustle of the fast de- the Natural Sciences, The o_thex: will
veloping town of Chavakachcheri the Col- house the Hostel. Parallel to this will run
lege enjoys an arcadian atmosphere, This a long row of class rooms. The present
sylvan retreat will fast become the famous block on the South will be replaced by -
centre of Oriental learning. Students from another storeved structure. This will be
different parts of Ceylon will flock to this the administration block with the library,

~centre for higher learning and research. the staff room, and the Y. M. H. A. Club.

There will be minor structures to ac-

Today “Chavakachcheri Hindu’' is the commodate the Tuck Shop, Bookstall, the
only grade one school in Thenmaradchy, Gymnasium ete,
It is fast developing in strength of pupils
and staff. 1t has attracted efficient and The playing fields will be enlarged,
highly qunlified teachers from various levelled and turfed. They will present a
parts of Jafina, A good number of them majestic sight to travellers by road and
are in residence round about the school. rail, Future generations of students here
Corporate life is being strengthened by new will be lucky indeed! They will have
buildings for dormitories, by boarders from suitable opportunities of training them-
distant outstations and resident masters selves all round. The standard of educa-
who have faith in the educational value of tion will be very much higher. Sinhalese
Hostel life. Our library is becoming larger and Tamil, Pali and Sanskrit will receive
and larger day by day, our laboratories are special attention. It will indeed be a
bacoming better equipped. Our playing centre of cultural unity and communal
fields require expansion and levelling. harmony for scholars of all races. But all
The Assembly Hall should be perfected this depends upon the support and help,
with walls on the East and the West. The the people of Thenmaradchy are prepared
Old Hall is in urgent need of renovation. to give today. If this dream were to turn

true, the beginning must be made today.

At about the end of this century, It is the urgent duty of every parent, old
The College will present an imposing sight boy and well-wisher to help Chavakach-
to every traveller from South Ceylon. It cheri Hindu march to its destined goal,
will unfold a thrilling story—the story of
how the Sankathanai School slowly trans.
formed itself into a leading public school C. KopEEswarax,
in the North., The buildings will be quite Pre. 8. 8. C.

Our College Girls’ Picnic

_ Towards the middle of December on a  We could not leave as early as we wished
Thursday morning we went on a picnic to  to. The Meesalai ‘birds’ had to wait long,
Kankesanturai. The party mainly consisted However by nine we began to move, We
of the College girls, It was arranged by went singing all the way. Our first halg
our lady teachers, They took some trouble was at the Tholagatty Farm run by the
to settle our quarrels for seats in the van. Catholic Priests called “The Mounasabai”,
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One of the monks on duty took us round
the large farm. We saw silence every-
where. We saw many kinds of flowers,
the flush fountain, different kinds of vege-
tables, and fruits. We saw grape trees
and learnt they distilled wine from grapes.
We went into the Church and watched
monks in prayer. Outside others were
busy making soap, doing carpentry, water-
ing the garden, and cooking food. We
were tired and a monk took us to their
drink depot and gave us wine to drink.

From there we went on to the Cement
factory at Kankesanturai in about fifteen
minutes. The Manager of that factory
himself took us round and showed us the
various pieces of machinery. He explain.
od to us briefly how cement was obtained
with the use of the machinery. Mr. 8. K.
Chelliah thanked the Manager on our be-
half and we decided to go next to the
Palaly aerodrome. In the twinkling of an
eye we were there. We were lucky to see
the aeroplanes. “Sri Lanka Devi” was

CHAVAKACHGHERI_E}ﬁ_D

U COLLEG_E_ et
Trichy from Colombo and

ing to ths
proceedmg » was sick and waiting for

¢Sri Sita Devi’
treatment.

Our last scene Was the “Holy of
Holies"—Sannithy. As we reached the
gacred spot, we were in a pious mood. We
washed our hands and feet in the tank and
entered the temple. We prayed to Muru-
gan the favourite God of the Hindus. We
sang Thevarams and Thiruppugal. He
gave us His grace. The lunch at the
‘madam' was excellent; we rested a while.
It was evening and the breeze was gentle.
We were happy that our picnic had been
pleasant.

Soon it was getting dark and we got
into the van. It dashed its way back
home. It was nine o’clock when everyone
of us reached home. Our thanks are duc
to our teachers who arranged this picnie
and made it useful and pleasant.

A, NESAMMAH,
J.S.C, A.

Qur School Clock

(An Autobiography)

It was several years ago I was pa

in a beautiful box and sen% from S‘I:rigg:g
land to Colombo. I felt very sad to leave
my friends, alglfhomesink in the middle of
our voyage. ter some days the s
reached Colombo. I was tajlrien a.lot?ge E:;[ilf]i
other parcels to the jetty. The next da
a merchant took me to his shop in a lorryy

Istayed there with my new fri
two days. I felt the terri{)le heal:‘:::l(zlaifﬁz
dust was unbearable. I was surprised that
my other friends were chiming so merril
I forgot my sad state when I was a.u:lmlzl y(i
by many customers. On the third lée
I was gaoked to Jaffna. It is about ﬁf&y
years since I was brought to Chavak %].y
cheri Hindu College. I was the gift ofai?he:

ood found 3
Echool. er Mr. Thamotharam to his own

After a great deal of excitement I was
placed on the wall of the College Hall.
I felt proud as I went on tick, tock, tick,
tock. Some gazed at my 'polished frame,

some liked my dial and i
musical chimes. st g et

Once & week, a teacher gives me ener
ai‘Ill:.d set8 me to work in %he right Wagyy:
h&se one teacher who was devoted to me,
reallgon?{ away for good to India. Iam
e ywsa. at his departure. With him my
T as peaceful and many interesting

eazg:hhapper}ed in this school. Once a
ger ey whitewash the College, and the
vants remove me from my abode. They

hand]@ me ro . A
old before m;gt!:illlcnye?t times. I am getting

I'am cursed by many people now for
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i i i ith their

irregular habits. I have to blame them some girls who like to chat wil
;::S-r lrzloi;g‘}cmking after me carefully. The friends. They hate me for moving fast.
teachers remark that I am a slow coach. In trying to please everybody, I please
My movements are watched with interest nobody.

by some of them on Monday mornings and _ :
Fﬁiday evenings. My life is unhappy. I like my school
go much that I do not like to part from if.

It is difficult to please everybody.
Some boys hate some lessons or feel sleepy
at night study. They want me to go fast
and look at me every minute, There are

M. SIVAPATHASUNDARAM,
IInd Form A.

&

Why did the flower fade ?

I pressed it to my heart with anxious
Love, that is why the flower faded.
Why did the harpstring break?

I tried to force from it a note

Beyond its power, that is why

The harpstring is broken.

Why did the stream dry up?

I put a dam accross it

To have all the water to myself,

That is why the stream is dried up.

From TAGORE'S
“GITANJALIT
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College Activities

LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS

I The Senior Lyceum

Patron: The Principal
Sr. President: Mr. N. Sabaratnam

Jr. Presidents: Mas. S, Kandasawy
Miss. P. Puvaneswary
Mas. 8. H. M. Yasseen

Hon Secretaries: Mas. M. Sinniah

S. Sadadcharara

» N.Vinayagamoorthy

Mas. T. Sivagurunathan
Mi=s. A. Kamala Devi

Editors:

It is with pleasure that I present the
report of this Association for 1949. It
bas been a period of useful activity and
this must give just cause for satisfaction
to all the members.

During this period we were able to
hold tweive meetings most of which
were devoted to speeches and debates,
on social and political questions. It is
true that some meetings proved rather
stormy and provoked strict rulings from
the moderator. But for the wmost part
there was evidence of growing interest
and enthusiasm on the part of the mem-

bers, Some of the subjects discussed
were:

(1) Women are better teachers than
men.

(2) Our temples should b
e thr
open to the untouchables, B

(3) The Transport Services of our

————

President:
Vice President:
Hony, Secretaries:

Mr. S, K. Cheliiah
Me. P Y. Sinnaduraj
Mas. C Balasingam
» S Ponnuduraj
i W Ganeshamoor-
thy

country should be nationalized.

(4) Prohibition promotes public
welfare more than Temperance.
Once a term the Journal “The

Courier” was read by the Editors. We
had two special meetings in which the
constitution drafted by a special com-
mittee, was discussed and approved.

Under the auspices of the Senior
Lyceum Mahatma Gaudhi’s birthday
was celebrated. Mr. P,T. Sinnadurai, B A,
and Paadit K. Veluppiilai of the College
Staff spoke on the hfe and teachings of
the Mahatma and explained to the pupils
the real significance of the eveat. Mr. P.
Saverimutta M. A, (Lond.) of the staff of
St. Patrick’s College spoke to us on
“Social life in England * We are greatly
indebted to these gestlemen.

It is with deep regret that we record
the death of Miss, Rajeswary Sathasivam
who served the association in several
capacities. I take this oppotunity to
thank our Senjor President Mr. N. Saba-
tatnam for his invaluable help towards
the success of this Lyc.um, and the
ofﬁcmls_; and the members of the Lyceuam
for their whole-hearted co-operation.

N. VINAYAGAMOORTHY,
Hony, Secretary.

—

II The Intermediate Lyceum

The year 1949 has been a happ¥
and useful period to us all—the members
of the In_lermediate Lyceam. Through
SOngs: recitations, dialogues and speeches
n easy topics such as “Health,” “Tamil,”
good conduct”, “who are good students’’
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‘Drink’ etc., we did try to cultivate the
art of speaking in public. We had
twenty meetings in all and they were
conducted with clock like regularity on
every Wednesday.

We are deeply obliged to our Presi-
dent Me. S.K. Chelliah and our Vice Pre-
dent Mr. P. T. Sinnadurai for th: keen

interest they took and the valuable help
they gave. I must also thank the office-
bearers and all the members for the kind
co-operation in helping our association
to success.

V. GANESHAMOORTHY,
Hony Secretary.

III The Junior Lyceum

Presiden':  Mrs. G. Sithasivam
Hony. Secy: Mas, M, Sivapathasundaram
Treasurer: Mas. S. Selvadurai
Eng. Editor: Mas, A, P. Chelliah

Tamil Mas. S. Kanagasabapathy
As the first secretary of the Junior
Lyceum, I feel very g'ad indeed to sub-
it my report of the Junior Lyceum
for the year 19 9. Our strength is
92 and many members took active part
in the proceedings of the Lyceum.
Twenty one meetings were held
during the period, ten in Englich and
the rest in Tamil Recitation, dialogues

and story telling were the usual features
of our meetings.

At the end of the first term our social
was a great success. We staged two play-
lets one in Tamil, ‘Hésssres s wd",
and the other in English, “The Cobbler
and the shce.”

Our thanks are due to our President,
Mrs. G. Sathasivam who took keen inter--
est and guided us always, and to all the
officers and members for their kind help.

M. SIVAPATHASUNDARAM
Hon. Secretary.
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The C. H. C. Science Association

Patron : The Principal
President : Mr. C, Balasubramaniam
Secretary : Mas, N, Vinayakamoorthy

For the first time in the history of
the Chavakachcheri Hindu College an
Association has been inaugurated to keep
the students in close touch with science.
As usual with all newly begun Societies
we bad to face many difficulties in en-
rolling members. We hope that as time
goes on the members will take due inter-
est to keep this Association lively.

We had to be content with only
three meetings during the year under
review. Some interesting topics on Science
and its influence on our daily life were

discussed by teachers and students. We
are grateful indeed to Mr. S. Krishnan
who gave us a very instructive talk on
“Migrations of animals and birds” and to
Mr. P.T. Sionadurai who spoke 1nspiringly
on “Classics and Science” The Botani.
cal excursion organised under the gnidance
of Mr. S. Krishnan, in August '48 to
Peradeniya did much to bridge the gap
between theory and practice in the
learning of botany at school. Oar
principal purpose is to create and foster
a scientific turn of mind in the students
and thus encourage the study of Science
at school. Finally, we extend our bearti-
est thanks to all that encouraged us and
heiped us.

N, VINAYAGAMOORTHY,

Hony. Secy.

The Saiva Service Society, 1949

.. The year under reyjew has
fairly successfy] one,
guide and contro] aj] th
vities at school. 25 far
are concerned, we follq
of the Colomho Vivek

been a
We continge to
€ religious actj-
asreligious s udijes
wed the syllabuses
ananda Society and

introduced the books prescribed by the
Society for Religicus knowledge in all
the clases. As uasual Friday morning
assemblies were devoted to special reli-
gious preaching.

Qur activities are not, however,



confined merely to the pursuits of Saiva
religious studies, and celebrations of the
Gurupoojabs of the Saiva Saints, Perhaps
the greatest event of the year was the
celebration of the first anniversary of the
Passing away of Mahatma Gandhi—the
greatest Hindu of the age—on January
31st '49. We went through a whole day
programme which ended with a public
meeting. Inspiring addresses were de'i-
vered by Mr. S. H. Perinpanayakam Ad-
vocate, and Pandit S. Kanapathipillai,
dealing with the entire life of the Mahat-
ma, and b.s message of Peaceand Nonvio-
lence to the Worid. We are very grateful
indeed to these gentlemen for their very
valuable contribution.

Other events of importance arei—

1. Sundaramoorthy Guru Pooja
2. Maniccavasagar d

3 Thiruvalluvar Day ,,

4. Arumuga Navalar Day

5. Navarathiri Celebrations

The last was conducted on' a grand
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scale by the various classes from 23+8-49
1-10-49. There were Inter House Com-
petitions in singing, which reached a com=
mendable standard during the year, as
musicis now taught regularly as a subject
within the cuarriculum.

Qur principal object, however, is to
develop the truly religious atmosphere,
This is something that cannot be des-
cribed but wmust be lived in. Matters
relating to temple worship, sanitation,
and wmusic, come within the purview of
this society.

My sincere thanks are due to all the
members of the staff and the students—
“Thondar Sabhai”—that helped me in my
duties. Let me close this report with
the appeal that this Society should
enlarge its scope and make the Saiva
religion the dominating influence in the
life of the school.

S. K. CHELLIAH,
President.

The C. H. C. Boarders’ Union, 1949

Io reviewing the year’s activities I am
happy to state that it has been one of
steady progresss We hav: English as
well as Tamil meetings every week on
Wednesday and the members derived
great benefit from the debates, speeches
and lectures. We are about thirty in
number and we hope to move into a
new block which is under construction
with in the school premises.

Subjects debated like *Boarding
house Life is better than Home life”
“Our Temples must be thrown open to
the Depressed Classes” ‘ Another World
War can be avoided,” “sgrerasurenas
Baorwres almss Qaar@ur”’ ‘iealé
Ceavau, Qurgl. Qeovag@grnw unises

Epégs” and speeches from the budding
orators of the House, and songs from the
talented made our life very useful and
happy.

The Union is proud indeed that
it possesses a good many leading athletes
sportsmen and brilliant students. Our
heartiest congratulations go to Master
M. Sittampalam who passed the J. S. C.
in the first division with four distinctions.
A good many who sat for the S.S.C.
Examination in December are expected
to be successtul,

to Mr.
Patron fer his
I shall be failing

We are deeply thankful
N. N. Gunaratnam our
guidance and help.
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i i k the other
in my duty if I do not than

resident masters Messrs. N. Sabaratnam,
S. Krishnan and T. S. Rarpasamy Iyer,
who ¢id much to make our life and work

so useful and pleasant.

Finally let me thank the office

bearers and the members of_ the _assomia:-
tion for their kind co-operation 1o ma :
ing the work of this union a great suc
ce:s.
K. ALAGARATNAM,
Hony. Secretary,

————

The Prefects’

The Prefects’ Council has had ano-
ther year of useful work and had been
of service to the College authorities and
to the students themselves.

The members have always been
equal to the tasks assigned to them. The
Council met once a fortnight, by itself
and twice a term with the monitors, to
discuss problems and to exchange views.
Thece meetings have always helped to
work the system efficiently. Our main
task has been to disccver the appropriate
activities of the College that should come
within the purview of the Council. We
have no doubt that the training they
receive now will fit them for the shoalder-
ing of greater responsibilities in the
future. :

Ccunell 1949

Our last Head Prefect Mr. S. Kanda-
samy left us in the middle of the year
to join the Government Clerical Service.
Mas, S. Sadadcharam succeeded him,

Other members of the Council are:—

Mas. P. Amirthalingam
w K Thillainathan

Miss. P. Puvaneswary
» S. Thangamuttu

My sincere thanks are due to Mr,
N Sabaratnam, Master in charge of Dis-
cipline, for his valuable guidance in all
matters that pertained to the council, and
to all the members for their kind co=
operation.

S. H. M. YASSEEN,
Secy.

—— — —

The Scout Movement at C. H. C. 1949

We dream many dreams but only a
few come trye, Our troop s barely one
year old; and we are gathering strength
rather steadily. Thanks to the efforts of
our energetic Scoutmaster, T. S.
Ramasamy Iyer, and the generous sup.
port of our Principal we had been able
to acquire a club room, We celebrated
%ol;d Bade;n Powell’s Day on the 22nd

€bruary 1949, occea si

club room was formally declared Ioopnenotl)];
Mr. S, U. Somasegaram M. A, (Lond,)
E. O, N. p, District Boy-Scouts’ Com-

nissioner.

This year was quite a successful one,
and we thoroughly enjoyed the various
activities in which we took part, We
held regular troop meetings, We attend-
ed the Independence Day Rally at the
Jaffoa Esplanade oq February 4th. We
Went on a camp to the Nallur Training
Co'llege._ We attended the Patrol Lead-
crs’ Training Camp at the Forest Depart-
ment. We also took part in the Annual
Scout Raily at the Olg Park, Jaffna The
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most interesting event for the Scouts
during the year was the boating trip to
Shalampan.

I will be failing in my duty if I do
not take this opportunity to thank cur
energetic Scout Master Mr, T.S. Rama-
samy lyer for all his services and the en-
couragement he gave us: Qur sincere
thanks are due to all the members of the
staff who entertained us and encouraged
us with their “teas” and talks.

Finally we should thank the DPrine
cipal for all his services and generous
support without which we could not have
lifted our heads so quickly.

Good Scouts—keep your promise,
climb the ladJder and begome good citi-
zeas of the world. Ccurage and faith
will carry you through. May God help
us in all our endeavours.

K. LAMPOTHARAM,
Troop Leader.

B i p—

The Girl Guide Movement

Guiding at Cs H. C. is a little more
than one year old. It was started in
September 1948 with Miss K. Vaitialin-
gam as the captain and Miss P. Satha-
sivam as the lieutenant. Miss. Thonas
and Mrs. Rajanayakam helped us in
organizing it.

In January 1949 Miss Vaitialingam
left us for the Govt. Training College
and in October Miss P. Satasivam en-
tered the Technical Training College.
We wish them all success.

When our captain left us, Miss M.
Thambippillai was elected captain and
Miss Rajeswary Sathasivam as Troop
Leader. The Guiders Misses. M. Tham-
bippillai and P. Sathasivam attended a

training camp, organised at Pu.tur by
Misses, Baker, Dozr, Thomas and
Sinniah.

The Troop was divided into four
patrols with a Leader in coarge of each
patrol. Misses S. Thanogamuttu, P.
Puvaneswary, A. Kamala Devi and V.
Rajaluxmy took keen interest as leaders
of the respective patrolss. We were re-
gistered as the First Chavakachcheri Com-
pany in March. This movement had
made a rapid progress when it sustained
a slight setback through the sudden and

untimely death of our beloved Troop
Leader, Miss Rajeswari Sathasivam. She
was indeed a jewel among our guides
working with a wiliing heart. Her place
is difficult to fill and her memory will
always be an inspiration to all girls in
general and to the guides in particular.
“May Her Soul Rest in Peace.”

It 1s clear that guiding has come to
stay at our College. In May we received
our Tenderfoot badges and we hope to
get our 2nd class badges shortly. We
are increasing in strength steadily and
it may become necessary for us to be
divided into two groups. We too% ac-
tive part in the Toy and Drill Competi-
tions and the Rally organized by the
Local Association. We gave a small
display in conjunction with the Scoats to
the Staff and Inspecting officers on our
annual Inspection Day.

The Court of Honour meets twice
a week and draws up th: programme.
We meet once a week and have a gala
time. Songs, games, and Socials are
regular features. Our thanks are due to
the Principal, the Scout-Masters and ihe
staff for all the help they rendered.

P, POOMALAR,
(Hony. Secy(
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In Memory of the Late Miss Rajeswary Sathasivam
S B

A Guide Writes:-

What hosts of memories spring unbidden to think that our friend and
leader is no more! ““Rajes Akka” was a true friend of us all. To all the girl
students of our College sh: was a real leader. One of our teachers called her
“a mass of genuine girlhcod” Her sudden death ca.ue as a sad blow to all the
girls and to the guides in particular. She was most useful to us; and much
of the success of the company was due to her ability and enthusiasm. Mis_ing her
calm and genial presence, as we shall most sadly, our thoughts turn to those
who will miss her most. To her parents, and bro.hers and sisters go our heart-
felt sympathy and our prayers for comfort and strength,

Lord Baden Powell’s Day

at Chavakachcheri Hindy College

The College quadrangle was the
scene of a happy gathering that assem-
bled to celebrate Lord Baden Powell’s
Day on the evening of Tuesday the 22nd
ultimo, The highlight of the programme
was the opening of the College Scouts’
Club Room by Mr. S. U. Somasegaram,
M. A,, (Lond.) E O., N. P. District Boys’
Scout Commissioner. The Principal Mr.
T. Muttucumaru, called upon Mr. Soma-
segaram to open the club room., Mr.
Somasegaram then declared open the
Club room by lighting a brass lamp while
a Scout sang a Thevaram,

Speeches were delivered by Mr. N,
Sabaratnam B. A. (Lond.), and Pandit
K. S. Anander B, O. L., on “The message
of Lord Baden Powell”. Mr. R.C.S.
Cooke appealed to the public of the
area to support that noble movement.
Mr. S. U. Somasegaram who spoke from
the chair congratulated the Group Scout

Master Mr. T. S, Ramasamy Iyer, his
assistants and the Scoats op their good
work and wished them all saccess. In
his opinion Scouting was the most effec-
tive method of developing a childs cha-
racter. Scoutiog as an institution was
older than the days of B. P. and its
elements could be traced to the days of
the Indian Epics. The virtue of the ins-
titution was in seeking to adapt its ideals
to the genius of the Nation or Race,

The College Girl Guides and Scouts
then entertained the gathering with select
demonstrations and to Tea.

Me. T. S. Ramaswamy Iyer the
Group Scout Master proposed a hearty
vote of thanks.

From “Hindu Organ”
March 1st 1949.



C. H. C. Teachers’ Fellowship

The most striking thing to record in
the report of the Siaff Fello «ship for
1949 is the increase in our strength,
This augurs well for oue future. We
have great pleasure in welcoming all

new recruits and wishing them a
long and happy life at college.
Another commendable feature of our

Fellowship is the e.rnest and sustained
efforts of many of our teachers to im-
prove their academic and professional
qualification. This is very welccme in-
deed at this stage of progress of the
school, when it has entered Grade I.
Mr. K. Kandiah bas returned to us with
his post graduate training and Mr. A.
Sivaguru has become a trained graduate
by getting his Londoa B. A degree in
December last. Our sincere congratula-
tions to them. Miss, K. Vaitilingam has
entered the Government Training College
for a two year course Pandit H. Dhar-
mareina Thero has entered the Ceylon
University. Miss. P, Sathasivam has en-
tered the Technical Training College for
a two year course, Three are sitting for
the Degiee Lxam. in June this year and
four for the Inter. Exam. About bhalf a
dozen are expecting to ecter the Train-
ing College. We wish tham all success.

Our main academic problem through-
out thz year has been the problem of im-
proving Eoglish at all stages in the
school. The question of syllabuses,
schemes, textbooks, spoken English,
class libraries etc., came up for detail-
ed consideration. A gom:l measure of
improvement is expectf_:d in the years to
come through the pracl.xcal steps adopted
as a result of these deliberations,

Oa the professional side we discuss-

blems and exchanged views, as a
;gigfo Feliowship of Teachers of the

Chavakachcheri [lindu College and the
Drieberg  Coliege  This s gaining
strength and is expected to bear fruit
sooa. We had two big socials one at
Drieberg (with Drieberg Staff as hosts)
and another at our college (with us as
hosts). At the latter we had the pleasure
of listening to a lecture on “The rights
and duties of the teacher today” by Me.
P. Saverimuttu M. A , Dip-in-Ed. (Lond.)
An interesting discussion followed,

On the social side, we held a recep-
tion to Mr. V., Kumaraswamy M. P

S 8
past member of our staff for his
distinguished success of obtaining the
first place in the Advocates' Final
Examination. We have had a number
of farewels and ‘farewell’ teag—

to Rev. Dharmaretna Thero, Mr, V. C.
Ramanathan, Mr. S. Krishnan. Miss G.
Nallathamby became Mrs. Sathasivam
in May 1949 rather  suddenly.
We wish her and her husband many
happy vears together- And now there is
space only to congratulaie Me. T. Mut-
tucumaru and Mr. N. Sabaratnam on
their appointments to Special Posts
Grade I.

I extend my sincere thanks to all
the members of the staff and cthers who
have he'ped me to rua the Reading
Room which is according to the present
E.O.,, ND, “oneof the best Reading
Rooms in the Island.”

May this fellowship of wmind and

Spirit live for ever and grow in the
love and service of the children at
E.H E"

P, T. SINNADURAI,
Hony. Secy,




HOUSE REPORTS

One of the major renovations at
school 'during the year under review
was the repaming of the four Houses
Ananda K. Coomaraswamy House

as se
No. 1., Jawaharlal Nehru No. II Sri
Sumangala No. IlI, Thamoth~ram

No. IV. This was done after careful

deliberation of the Principal apg the
Staff The Principal who was the prime
mover io the matter expla‘ned at length
the ideals for which each name stood at a
special assembly «f the Staff ang the
students.

I. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy House

Mr. S. Saravanamutta
s P. T. Sinpadurai
yy K+ Perampalam
House Mistress: -~ Mrs. G. Sathasivam
» Captain:  Mas, P. Naganathan

Joint Secretaries: Masters. S.H.M.Yasseen

S. Kandasamys.

House Masters;

It is with special pleisure that I
submit the report of our House, for the
issue of the College Annual is named the
Apanda Coomaraswamy Number, |n the
field of athletics we did our best though
we failed to secure a prominent place.

. Werare preud of cur House Captain
P. Yoganathan who scored 16 points for
our House and won the Senijor Champion
Cup. We congratulate Mas, K. Karaga-

II. Jawaharlal

House Vasters:  Mr. N. Sabaratnam

« T+ Kanazaratnam
House Mistress: Miss M. Thambippiilai
House Capiain: Mas. K. Alsgaratnan
House Secretary: N. Visayakamoorihy.

The year uader review has been
moderately successful for us membe-s of
the Jawaharlal Nehru House,

Though we failed to become the
Athletic Chawmpions yet it is to our credit

sab1i who secured the fi.st place in Tamil
elocution in the Inter-House Competi-
tions, We are also proud of our cham.
pioaship in bcth football and volley-ball.

In athletics we entertain high hop:s
for the future as there are prospective
athletes who are expected to bring gre:t
credit to our House. We are grateful
to our athletes who displayed keen enthu-
siasm at the last sports meet.

Ir conclusica we express our deep
gratitude to our House Masters and
House Mistress for the invaluable service,
they were ready to give throughout the
year and their wise guidance.

S, H. M. YASSEEN,
(Hony Secys)

Nehru House

that we can boast of athletes like S.
Duraisingham Rajasekaram and Indranee
who were the Champions in ths Interme:
diate, Junior and Senior Groups respec:
tively. Our heartiest congratulations to
them. = 'We were Volley ball champions
bracketed with Ananda, Our congratu®
lations to the team.

In the Inter House Sports Meet, W€
carried the first place in Decoralion;
Our Pandal was commended highly bY
allothe judges and the visitors who WEre



SENIOR GIRL CHAMPION SENIOR BOY CHAMPION

MAS. V. VAMADEVAN

MI3S INDRANEE ARIYARATNAM
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greatly attracted by its simplicity and
charm. We are grateful to the Decora-
tion Committee for this achievement.
Special mention must be made here of
Ml_ss M. Thambippillai, Our House
Mistress K. Nagammah the Girls’ Captain
and A. Indranee, the Girls’ Athletic Cap-
tain who did much useful service in train-
ing the athletes and helping us ia varioas
ways.  Qur thanks are due to them, Our
Achletic Captain Mas. A. Sharvanandan
was a devoted worker and worked hard
throughout the meet. Muach of our
success is due to his efforts. Out thanks
are due to him indeed.

In studies we have fared very well.
A large part of the good harvest at the
J.S- C., exanination belongs to Nebru
h-use, and quite a good number are
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exp:ccted to be successful in the S.S.C
Examination.

One of the notable events of the
year was the celebration of Pandit
Jawaharlal Nchru's 61st birthday. Oar
House-Master Mr, N. Sabaratnam pre=
sided. The chief speaker was Mr. P. Ts
Sinnadurai of the staff. It wasa very
profitable meeting indeed.

It is my duty to thank our House
Masters and House Mistress and the
various officers who brought credit to

" our activities by their co-operation and

genuine interest in our doings.

N. VINAYAGAMOORTHY,
Hony. Secretary.

. Sri Sumangala House

Me. V. C. Ramanathan
,» C. Balasubramaniam
,. K. Veluppillai
» S. Rajanayakam

Mrs, R. Kandiah
Mzas. C.'Am rihalingam

Miss. P, Puvaneswari

Mas. C. Kodeeswaran

House Masters:

House ' istr ss:
House Captiin:
Girls' Captain:
Hony. S:cy:

in presenting the report of our House
for the yea: 1949, I have great pleasure in
mentioning that we have done splendidly
well and are well on the way to building
great traditions for our House. -

At the Inter House Sports Meet
held in July last we became Champior}s
carrying not less than five out of the sx
cups offered as prizes. The brilliant per-
formance of some of our athletes, particu-
larly Mas V. Vamadevan and Miss K.
..anagammah will be remembered by all
those who witnessed the meet. _Our hearti-
est congratulations to all the prize winners
of our House, In Volley bp.ll we dld_. w:ell
though we were placed third. At singing
elocution and debating our achievements
are notable. Miss P. Poomalar obtained

“Houses have shown towards us.

the first place mEng’tlmh ‘elocution and
Masters T. K. Karthigesu and N. Kandiah
secured the 2nd and 3rd place respectively

“in Tamil Eloeution.

In Foot ball we did not fare so well as
we expected and for the enthusiasm that
prevailed among the members and the
team. However, on the whole we have an
excellent record to our credit—a record
which I hope will be maintained in the
years to come. In conclusion, I wish to

- express our deep gratitude to Mr. V. C.

Ramanathan our House Master and to all
the other Masters of our House who helped
us to achieve success in the first year of
Sri Sumangala’s life. I wish also to expross
our deep appreciation of the good feeling
and cordiality which the members of other
Inciden-
tally I may also mention that in studies

. too our members are doing very well.

May the same feeling of unity, co-
operation and comradeship continue to
prevail among us all in the future and lead
us to victory.

Sri Sumangala—Ki—Jai.
(. KODEESWARAN,
(Hony. Secy.)
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IV. Thamotharam House

House Masters: My, 5. K. Chelliah
A. Sivaguru

5 i » 5. Viswanathan

i R v+ V. Thillainadesa Pillai
House Mistress: Mizss P. Sathasivam

yy Captain: Mas. M. Vaithilingam
Girls' Captain: Miss S. Thangamuthu
Hony. Secy. Mas. K. Lambotharam

iy " [1]

I have great pleasure in submitting
this report for what has been a successful
year though we failed to carry with us the
much coveted cups and shields.

In the field of Sports we did our best
while our sisters have acquitted them.
selves creditably in most of the school
activities. Our congratulations to them.
We congratulate Sri Sumangala on their
meritorious championship in Sports. We
were placed second.

At the Inter House Competition in
Debate held during the Navarathiri we
won the first place both in English anq
Tamil. In English elocution for Seniorg
Miss A. Kamala Devi got the 2nd place,
In the last J.S. C. Examination we got
a large share of the harvest,.

I take this opportunity to thank the
House Master Mr. S. K. Chelliah and his
assistants and the House Mistress Miss P,
Sathasivam for their sustained support
and guidance, and all the encouragement
they gave us Members of the Thamo.
tharam House! Remember that you be.
long to the House named after the
Founder of the college. Remember the
sacred traditions that have grown up in
the march of years. Courage and faith
will carry you through.

May God help us in all our endeavours,

K. LAMBOTHARAM,
Hony. Secretary.

——————

Sports

Prefect of Games’ Notes

Athletics

_In the field of Sports the year under
review has been a year of considerable
activity and encouragement particularly
in Athletics. After some years we re.en-
tered the J. 8. 8. A. Competitions in
athletics with a tiny team of seven. Six
of them secured places, scoring (8 points
to the credit of the college; We were
- placed fifth in order of merit, This must
certainly be enough encouragement for our
athletes whose prospects of distinguishing
themselves are bright indeed, ™

Special mention must be made of
young Vamadevan who distinguished him-
self by securing the first place in Pole
Vault at the J. S, 8, A. Sports Meet, clear-
ing ten feet, He was rather unlucky at

the All Ceylon Public Schools’ Meet, where
he secured, however, a third piace in Hop-
step.and jump. We wish him all luck next
time.

The Annual Inter. House Sports Meeb
was held on the 30th of July 1949 under
the patronage of Mr. 8. P. Satcunan Edu-
cation Officer, N P. It was adjudged to
be the best meet held in recent years.
Press report is attached to this. A few
records were broken and the competition
was keen throughout. I take this oppor
tunity of congratulating Sri Sumangals
House on becoming champions, an honour
they fully deserved. The credit of organ-
ing the meet so officiently goes mainly t0
Mr. S. Krishnan, and a few other masters
to whom my sincere thanks are due. With



the kind co-operation of the staff

, the old
boys and the public, the events were
worked off smoothy to time. The ranking
of the houses was as follows:—

1. Sri Sumangala 127} pts
2. Thamotharam 119% P,,
3. Jawaharlal 110

LR

4. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy 89

The champion athletes of each group
are as follows:—

Boys

Post Seniors: M. V.ithilingam
Senicrs: V. Vamadevan

Inter: S Thuraisingam

Junior: S Rajasegaram
Girls

Sentors: A. Indranee

Inter: S. Kanagammah
Foot ball

It is unfortunate that we had to suffer
a little sethack in this field of activity.
We had high hopes about both the elevens,
considering the enthusiasm they displayed
the previous year. But our hopes were
based on what appeared to be a successful
negotiation for spacious grounds. This
attempt, sad to say, has fallen through. In
the middle of the J.S. S. A. Soccer Com-
petitions we had to scrap the first eleven
and present a fairly well balanced 2nd
eleven team. Even then, we did not fare
so well as we expected. We lost with
all. We must be determined to wipe out
this weakness and strive to do better, tl‘o
realise this we must get over our major
hurdle—the lack of spacious grounds. For
a college with more than eight hundred
students on its roll, the ground space and
gports materials available are rather

scanty.
The Inter House Competition in Foot

ball was a little satisfactory The rank.
ing of the Houses was as follows:—

1. Ananda
2. Jawaharlal
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3. Sri Sumangala
4, Thamotharam

Volley Ball

Though Volleyball was played through-
out the year, enthusiasm was at its highest
during the first term. Inter House Com-
petitions were organised very successfully
during the latter part of the first term.
The most striking feature was the fine
sense of healthy rivalry that prevailed
throughout.  Ananda K. Coomaraswamy
and Jawaharlal were declared joint cham-
pions. The ranking of the Houses was as
follows:—

1. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy and
Jawaharlal Nehru

2. Sri Sumangala

3. Thamotharam

My thanks are due to all the getlemen
from the public that officiated as referees
and helped to maintain a good standard in
the game.

Other forms of activity include Boxing
which givespromise of bright future under
the guidance of Mr, B. P. Somapala, Bad-
minton, Tennekoit, Carrom and Net ball.

Qirls

The Girls played Badminton and
Tennekoit, and relaxed themselves at
Carrom; Net ball was held up for want of a
suitable playground; their former ground
was robbed of them for new buildings.
They had to be content with one Inter
House Competition—Tennekoit. SriSuman-
galas were champions and Ananda K. Coo-
maraswamy—runners up. Table Tennis
and Carrom were popular with them
throughout the year.

Let me close these notes by express.
ing my gratitude to the Principal and
other members of the staff who have in
various ways helped me to carry on my
duties as Prefect of Games.

C. MANICOAVASAGAR.



Field Day at Chavakachcheri Hindu College

—_—

The Inter-House Sports Meet of the
Chavakachcheri Hindu College came off on
Saturday the 30th of July under the
patronage of Mr. S. P. Satcunan, Educa-
tion Officer, N. P. The College playground
presented a_festive sight of colours, pre-
dominant with the green leaves of the fan
palm. A large and representative gather-
ing witnessed the several events that were
worked off according to the programme
from 3 p. m. One of the highlights of the
meet was the record cieated by young
Vamadevan who secured the first place in
Pole Vault at the J. 8. 8. A. Sports Meet
clearing ten feet and showed promise of
brilliant performance at the forth-coming
C.P.S. A. Meet. Sri Svmangala House
emerged as champions in a keen contest
that was marked by a spirit of healthy
rivalry.

At the public meeting that followed,
Mrs. 8. P. Satcunan gave away the prizes.
The Patron Mr. Satcunan in a brief but
sparkling speech stressed the educational
value of the Sports Meet which revealed
the tone and progress of a school far more
than a dozen inspections. Personally he
viewed the idea of awarding prizes and
medals to winners with mistrust for that
created in the minds of the young false
attitude of looking for reward of duty
successfully done. The facts of life he
added, seemed to endorse his view. His
message was mainly directed to those
that failed to win prizes, whom he exhort-
ed not to be disheartened and lose in the
battle of life, merely because they failed

to secure places in that day’s meet throug}
some chance or circumstance beyond theijp
control,

The Principal, Mr. T. Muttucumary
thanking Mr. and Mrs. Satcunan for the
kind patronage extended to this year's
Sports Meet congratulated the prize win.
ners and commended the Sports Master
Mr. C Maniccavasagar and the Secretary
of Games Mr. S. Krishnan and the various
House Masters for what was perhaps the
most successful meet held at college, in
gpite of the limitations of the small play-
ground, sandy in nature. He made a
spirited appeal to owners of land to the
north and west of the school premises
to give to the college their lands at a
fair and reasonable price forthwith and
help the authorities to replace the exist-
ing temporary class-rooms by permanent
ones., He made this appeal in the name
of their children, and if they gave the
lands without delay, be assured them
that the school would be fully equipped
with a row or rows of a minimum number
of 15 class rooms and a playground en-
larged, raised and turfed, which form the
bare minimum of what a Public School of
the status of the Chavakachcheri Hindu
College needs.

A hearty vote of thanks was proposed
by Mr. C. Maniccavasagar, the Sports
Master.

From the “Hindu Organ”
August 12th.
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V: KUMARASWAMY, M. P.
(An Old Boy)



OLD BOYS' CORNER

It is time that our Old Boys many of
whom are doing well in diﬁeregt walk{; cc:f
life in various parts of the island, realised
the wurgency of keeping themselves in
cl‘ose contact with their Almia Mater.
'lhe:y should certainly be proud of the
rapid progress she has been making in re-
cent years. They should form them-
selves into an Association—though Old
Boys’ Associations sometimes prove more
a nuisance than help—that they may be
of great service to the school at the most
critical stage of its development as a real

Grade I Hindu School for Thenmarachchi,

We are therefore, very happy indeed
to inaugurate this new feature in our
Annual. We appeal to Old Boys for co-
operation to keep the ‘Old Boys’ Corner’
copspicuoua and up.to-date. We regret
this list is far from complete. It is
earnestly hoped that our readers will
overlook all omissions and errors and
communicate to us early all information
they would care to have published in this
section—Ed, )

Notes and News

Dr. T. P. Thamotharam is ~D. M. O.
Jafina,

Mr. V. Kumaraswamy M. P., Chavakach-

_cheri who obtained the first place in

the Advocate’s Final is practising his
profession in Jaffna.

A. M. K. Kumaraswamy, is Registrar
of The Ceylon University.

V. S. Karthigeau, J. P. U. M. Proctor
is practising in Jafina.

M. Peethamparam, is Principal Govt.
Junior School, Madduvil.

8. Sivanarayanamoorthy, is in the
Land Development Dept. Colombo.

T. S. Balakrishnamoorthy, B. Se, is ot
the Staff of St. Joseph's College, Co-
Jlombo. :

8. Saravanamuttu is translator, Postal
Department, Colombo.

Messrs. C. Arunasalam, N. Thangavadivel

T. Chelvadural, 8. Kankesu, T:
Thambippillai are in the Postal De-

partment, Colombo.
G T ! ¥
. T Cumaraswamy is in the Attorne
< (General’s Department Colombo.
Mr. K. Vaithilingam is .Apotheoa.ry,
Dispensary Velanal.

T

L
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Govt:

Mr. T, Thambippillai, is in the Income
© Tax Office Colombo.

,, C.Yogasundaram is P. W. D. En-
gineer,

,, K. Ponnampalam, is Court Mudaliyar
Magistrate’s Court, Colombo.

,, C. Naganathan, Maniagar Kodika-
mam has retired from Service,

C. Balasubramaniam B.Sc. is on the
Staff of Chavakacheri Hindu College.

P. Pathmanathan, is in the Govt.
Leather Factory Colombo.

K. Sanmugadas, is in the Audit
Office Colombo.

¢. Kumaradasan, is in the Quarantine
Office, Colombo.

C. Yogeswaran, is in the Civil Hos-
pital Kandy.

C. Nadarajah, isin the Ministry of
External Affairs and Defence Colombo.
(. Sanmugasundaram. is in the P.WD.
Office Colombo.

P. Kathiravelu is Sanitary Inspector
Uduvil

S. K. Gulasekaram is in the Irrigation
Dept. A’pura.

LR
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Mr. V, Gunaratnam is in the C.G. R.
Colombo.

A. Paramanathan is
Nawalapitiya.

V. Thamotharampillai is in the C.G.R’
A’pura.

S. Manickavasakar is in the C, G. R.
Nawalapitiya.

Messrs. K. Vaitilingam & 8. Navaratnam
are Sub Inspectors of Co-operative
Societies Batticaloa. ‘
N. Arumugam, is in the Commodity
Purchase Dept. Colombo.

S. Thirunavukkarasu, is in the Elec-
trical Dept. Colombo.

» A.K, Sangarappillai, is Teacher Hin.
guruloya Govt. School Mawanalla.

Messrs. V, Poopalasingam,V. Navaratnam,
V. Mahalingam, & V. Veeravagu are
all in the Police Dept.

Mr, V. Sabanayakam, is in the Irrigation
Office Kilinochchi,

» V. Vaitheeswaran, is in the Civil Hos-
pital Batticaloa.

Mrs. R. Kandiah, is on the Staff of Chava.
kachcheri Hindu College.

Miss M. Thambippillai, is on the Staff of
Chavakachcheri Hindu College.

Miss K. Vaitilingam, is in the Govt. Train.
ing College, Colombo.

Miss R. Thamotharampillai, is on the Stafl
of Chavakachcheri Hindu College.

Mrs. R. Sabanayakam, is on the Staff of
Sangaththanai Tamil School.

» M. Thirugnanasampanthan, is on the
Staff of Sangaththanai Tamil School,

in the C. G. R.

Mr.

Mr. V. Kanagassbai, Proctor is practising
at Chavakachcheri.

»» 8. Thilliampalam, is Sub Post Master
Meesalai,

S. Kandiah, is Sub Post Master Poo.
nakari,

» T. Ramanathan, is O.I.C,, C. G. R,
Pallai.

Messrs. S. Ganeshalingam and A. Sanmuga-
lingam are in the Registrar’s Office
Colombo.

Mr. A. Ramanathan, is Village Headman

Chavakachcheri North,

» K. Rasiah, is Village Headman Mee-
salai North. )

» C. M. Sanmuganathan, is at the
D.R.0.’s Office Thenmaradchy.

» Mr. Raja Ariaratnam, is Asst, Editor
Eelakesari.

. K. Thangarajah is on the staff of
Drieberg|College Chavakachcheri.

Pandit K. Veluppillai, Messrs. K. Thillai-
nathan 8, Saravanamuttu are on the
staff of Chavakachcheri Hindu College.

Mr, M. A. Thangarajah B. Sec. is on the
staff Puloly Boys’ English School.

»» K. Sathasivam is in the Kachcheri
Jaffna,

» R. Vaitilingam is overseer, Kilinoch-
chi.

» A.T. Subramaniam is in the M.gis-
trate’s Court, Jaffna.

\1//



SUCCESS AT EXAMINATIONS
S. S. C. July 1949

Passes

S. Kanapathippillai Exemption
T. Saraswathy

Referred
8. Veluppillai (English)

December 1949

Passes

Chinniah A Vinava ¢ o ‘

h :
Lambotharam K Dist in Hinduism Puvajx?legs:vn;g;rl’ el el
Nallathamby N Dist in Com, Arith Nadarajah K
Sadadcharam S Kandiah S
Sarvanandan P Veluppillai S
Sivagurunathan T Ref. in Maths for Exemption Chandramany D P

Referred

Kandiah S (Eng.) Vythilingam M (Eng.)
Kandiahpillai K (Civics or Elements of Com.) Arudsothy A (Eng.) [Christianity)
Velautham E (Eng.) Nagammah K (Eng. Lit.,, Tamil Lit. or

N. P. T. A, ). S. C., December 1949

First Division
M Sittampalam Dist in Ariths, Maths. Tamil C Kodeeswaran

T K Karthigesu ,,  Arith [Hinduism V Carthigesu  Dist in Arith
A Chelliah ,, Arith, Maths, Tamil K Somasundaram ,,  Arith, Tamil
N Kanapathipillai ,, Arith, Maths, Tamil P Rajappah ,» Arith, Math.
Second Diviston
T Arunasalam K Karthigesu e _
P Amirthalingam Dist in Arith, Maths S Markandu Dist in Arith
S Mahesan ,, Arith S Ramalingam :
K Sinnathamby i Arith

S Rajasingam
V Kugathasan
V N Vallipuram »

K Kanapathipillai
Geog, Arith S Ganeshalingam

ithamb i Arith S S Nagaratnam .
I\Ig g:éasi:;nmy P Arith S Nagaratnam P s Arith
M Kathiresu ,, Arith K Subramaniam
l\f Kandiah ,, Arith V Vamadevan
K Thillainathan ,, Arith K Kulgmgga;n
K Logasundaram , K Asmppilllal
S Kandasamy ,, Arith P Poomalar :
K Easwary - Arith
5 Iéasd?;{iiy Vv Kanagammah a8 Arith
S Rl ., Arith K Kenagommah
hi ajah , Arith K Kanagam ikai
b gess : Arith M Theivanayagam,

S Muttuthamby ”

8
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College Calendar for 1930

145th

30th

Ist Term

College Reopens

Gandhi Remembrance Day

February 15th* & 16th*Mahasivarathiri

March
April

May
19
June
»

2

July
July
August

September
October

L 2]

tE ]

November

2

December

29th
oth

15th
30th*
2nd
Sth*
21st
8th
I7th*
16th
23rd

13th
2nd
12th

20th*
Ith*

10th*

15th

Term Exam. begins
College closes for Hindu New Year Holidays

2nd Term

College Reopens

Buddhist Poson

Thirugnana Sampanthar Guru Poojah

King’s Birthday

Maniccavasagar Guru Poojah

Inter-House Athletic Meet

Ramzon Festival.

Term Exam begins

College closes for Nallur Kandasamy Festivals

3rd Term

College reopens
Mahatma Gandhi’s Birthday
Navarathiri Poojah begins

Inter House Competitions in Debate, Declamation
and Singing

Saraswathi Pooja and Vijaya Dasami
Deepavali

Last Friday in Appasi

College closes for Thiruvembavai Holidays.

* Indicates School Holidays,



The Staff 1950

Principal: Mr. T. Muttucumaru, 8. A., (Hoxns) Loxp.
Vice-Principal: Mr. 8. K. Chelliah, First Class Trained (G. T. C.)
Pandit K. 8. Ananthar, B. O. L. (Madras) Inter-Arts. (Lond)
Mr. N. Sabaratnam, B. A., (LoND) Post Graduate Trained (G. T. C.)
» T.8. Ramasamy Iyer, B. o. (Madras)
» A. Bivaguru, B. A. (LoND) First Class Trained (G. T. C.)
» C. Balasubramaniam, B. Sc. (Madras)
» P.T. Sinnadurai, B. A. (Cal.)
,» K. Kandiah, B, A., (LoND ) Post Graduate Trained (G. T, C.)
,» A. Viswanathan, B, A. (Madras)
,» Dan, S, Devasagayam B. A.(Cal) F. R. Econs. (Lond.) First Class English Trained
»» S. Senthilnathan (G. T.0)
»» S.D.Navamany, B. Se., (Madras)
,» J« Yaddehi Kanda
Miss. K. Vaithilingam, (On study leave at G. T. C.)
Mrs. R. Kandiah, Inter-Arts (Lond.)
Mr. C. Maniccavasagar, English Trained (G. T. C.)
Mr. K. T. Nathan, First Class English Teachers’ Certificate
Mrs. S. Sathasivam, Inter.Arts (Lond.)
Mr. N. N. Gunaratnam, English Trained (G.T. C.)
Pandit K. Veluppillai, English Trained (G. T. C.)
Mr. S. Viswanathan, English Trained (G. T. C,)
S. Rasanayagam, Inter-Arts (Lond.)
R. Sidambaranathan, Lond. Matric, Dip-in-Leather Teehnologyl
v. K. Veluppillai, Vocational Education Trained (G.Tech. C.) Tamil Trained.
Rural Education Trained (Martandam) Scout Trained (Minuwangoda)
§. Shanmugarajan, First Class Drawing Teachers’ Certificate
g. S. Ratnam, Dip-in-Music (N. C. 0. M. 8))
g. Saravanamuttu, !st. Class Tamil Trained. Camb. Senior
ﬁr;isa. M. Thambippillai, S. 8. C. Eng.
Mr. K. Perampalam 1st Clags Tamil Trained. .
V. Thillainadesapillai, 2nd Class Eng. Teachers’ Certificate )
Mr. T. V. Thiyagarajah, S. 8. C. Eng. & Tamil, Eng. & Tamil Teachers’ Certificates

”
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Miss. R. Thamotharampillai, Lond. Matric.
Mrs K. K. Nadarajah, Clerk & Accountant,



THANKS

It only remains for us to express our sincerest thanks to all our
contributors,—to Mr. S. Durai Raja Singam of Malaya whose devotion to
Dr. Ananda Coomaraswamy and his ideals made it possible for him
to bring out an excellent book of tributes to his Gurudev, pre-
sented on his 70th birthday. We ave doubly grateful to him, for
his own contribution, as well as for the courtesy in allowing us to
reproduce the scholarly essay of Mr. Jayanta Padmanabha frem the

same collection,

to Mr. K. Navaratnam Secretary Kala Nilayam Jaffna,
who happens to be one of the very few in Jaffna who are really
familiar with the learned savant’s works. His judicious selection
of Dr. Coomaraswamy’s writings is a really useful contribution
that is sure to stir the minds of readers for a closer study of his

works,

to Pandit S. Kanapathipillai who needs no introduction
to our readers, for the depth of spiritual thought and the charm
of language so characteristic of his speeches and writings, seen in
his “gf Guew Csmg srwjzren’’

and to Mr, A, E. Tamber the well known President of
the All Ceylon Union of Teachers whose writings and utterances
on matters educational are heard and read with the greatest inter-
est by teachers all over the island, for his frank and free discus-
sion of the Future of Secondary Education.

Our thanks are also due to all the advertisers, and to alj
the Schools that sent us their magazines.—Ed.
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