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Mr. V. Sivasubramaniam o (Oasr gour Q)ecucles dﬁ
Educational Dervice

The Old Students of Skanda Varodaya College spread all over the world
were plunged in profound sorrow on hearing the sad news of the passing
away of their former principal Mr, V. Sivasubramaniam on 26.4.96. The greater
part of his 87 years’ life on this earth was primarily devoted to the service
of the College of which he became Vice - Principal and Principal.

Mr. Sivasubramaniam passed his Cambridge Senior in 1926 and soon
afterwards joined the teaching staff of his Alma Mater which he continued
to serve till his retire.nent in 1969. While in service, he had earned his
Honours degree in Geography and an Arts degree in Tamil as an external
student of the University of London, before completing his Teachers’ Training.
He was appointed Vice - Principal in January 1944, when Mr. Subramaniam -
Orator to everyone who knew him, - assumed duties as Principal. He was
a tower of strength to his Principal. When Orator Subramaniam retired in
1962, he succeeded him and carried on till his own retirement in 1969,
after 42 years of devoted educational service to his community.

The twenty five years from 1944 to 1969 can be regarded as the
golden. years in the history of the College, when it achieved its spectacular
transition from a grade 2 school with around 200 pupils on the roll to one
of super grade status with over 2000 pupils. It recorded an impressive record
of passesin G. C. E (O-Level) and G.C. E (A-Level) examinations, and gained
the largest number of admissions, among Jaffna schools, to the Faculty of
Medicine. The science laboratory facilities increased from almost none to
fully equipped Chemistry, Physics and Biology ones and the hostel expanded
its accommodation for over 200 resident pupils. The College expanded its
sports facilities and achicved glorious successes in the field of sports.

Mr. Sivasubramaniam was the king pin in the organisation which
made all these achievements possible. He was responsible for the day
to day educational programme of the College including time tables and
school curricula. Besides these, he possessed equally valuable teaching

qualities and it is remarkable that he discharged them, while shouldering his
heavy administrative responsibilities,
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Glory unto thee 0! beloved Jaffna

For thou hast brought out your glowing son
Blessed is he as V. Sivasubramaniam

Hailed by his Fellow friends as the nice “wiser”

Born in 1909 and vanished in 1996

Thorns never struck him till he reached the ripe old age
Fun and frolicks he learnt at the Jaffna Hindu College
Then he joined the Skanda to own his studies

BA and BSc, he gained from London
Honours he obtained also in Geography
Joinned as Teacher and shone at Skanda
Until he became the beloved Vice Principal

Eighteen years as the Vice Principal

Insufficient was to be merited upon

Shining then was he with nine years of principalship

Keen were his students to serve him best

Unforseen was his end at the ripe old age at eighty seven

Family was his main responsibility

Failed had he not, for he caused the emergence of

Engineer, Doctors, Banker, Accountant and what not Teachers
Fulfilled were his desires for he was the happiest in society

Contempories were his beloved friend G. P. Malalasehera
Containing him also as friend was our brothers Azees
Sustaining everything he became a justice of peace

For they knew his services were 1oble and social

Men might come and men might go

But Sivasubramaniam’s name will go on as “‘wiser”
All he had achieved are worldly great

That what had he gained cannot be unknown to God.

AN “OLD STUDENT”
BATTICALOA.
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] am glad that I have been invited to contribute a message to the

souvepir that is being published by the old students of Skanda Varodaya
College in Colombo, to commemorate the Seventy fifth Anniversary of the
foundation of the College and the Centenary of the birth of the Founder.

This reminds me of the great Founder, S.Candiah Upathiyayar, who,
inspired by the life and work of the gieat Hindu Reformer of Jaffna,
Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar, followed his footsteps and founded this School-
from humble beginnings. I am particularly happy that that he had lived to
realise the greatest ambition of his lfe. The selfless and didicated service of
the Founder brought in light and sunshine to many a home in Ceylon and
in Malaysia. Not only did the Founder contribute to the economic and
social upliftment of the people, but he strove to inculcate spiritual and moral
values in the minds of the youth of the country.

I am, indeed, very happy to be associated with the College for five
years as student and forty-one years as teacher and I am fully aware of the
tremendous work and the invaluable services of the Founder. He was fired
with a burning zeal to resuscitate Hindu Education and Culture.

He was genius and a man of great originality, vision and initiative.
He was also possessed of a remarkable courage refused to be baulked by
difficulties and it is this great trait that led to the success of his mission.

I wish to congratulate those concerned with the publication of this
Souvenir which, no doubt, indicates the love and affection of the Alumni
for their Alma mater.

I fervently hope that the old students will rally round their Ah?:a
mater and work with redoubled effort to make Skanda Varodaya Community

of learning.

I pray to Lord Skanda that he may bestow his choicest on the School.
May the name of the great founder be ever remembered.

QQ. diva su‘mmaniam
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Chief Guest Wilmol A. Perera Esq (Former MP or ugame
1e] u :

; i Member of Nationagl

First. Ceylonese Ambassodor China,

Council of Higher Education.) : thiyayar in th

The small English ScF’OOJ foundedﬁbyearcsm;:vl:n ligan(ﬁnfia Varoday;
village of Kanfierod:i hai :ugtl_lgﬂtlgepiimineit educational ins}itutions ‘of ~our
College what nshto ::;goschool helped by a pumber of dedicated prmcv.p_als
cwmri‘h ?;; t1!\«;:-3’\:' Sivasubramaniam, retires after 41 years of devoted s;rvm.
has contributed in a large measupe to the progress of our country and/mors

part:zularly to the region in which is situated.

It is to institutions such as Skanda Varodaya we 1_001‘ to th‘?df“rlthe"a’?“
of sending forth through its portals men and women dedlcatet‘i'- to 1 e.':!;l wal:;ch
its founder had in mind-ultimately the complete man. May it succecd further

in its mission.
C)&izmeé 74 @erera.

Prof G. P. Malalasekera, Former, Dean, Faculty of Oriental
Studies, Peradeniya University, First Ambassodor in Russia, Chairman,
National Council for Higher Education

Among those who will be remembered for their outstanding services to
Skanda Varodaya, Mr. V. Sivasubramaniam will be one of the foremost. He
was himself a pupil there and joined its staff at the early age of 18
because he was called upon by his Guru to come to the aid of the school.
As a result, he was prevented from going to the aniversity but, he made up
for this loss by self-study and obtaining an Honours Degree in Geography,
from the University of London as an external student, He subsequently became
one of the outstanding teachers of that subject in this Country.

: Mr. Sivasubramaniam has retired after 41 years of unparalled service to
his ALMA MATER. He saw the school go on from strength. From 300
Students and 14 teachers the school nowhas 2000 students and 75 teachers.
Truly remarkable achicvement and one very largely due to his unbounded
cnthusiasam and his tireless energy. To accommodate these increasing numbers

additional buildings had to be provided and ; S )
he
proved himself more than equal fe again Mr, Sivasubramaniam

o the task, so that w say —
SI MONUMENTUM REQUIR’S CIRCU 15 ¢ can say
monument for him’ look 310und}, MSPICE (lf you are looklng for a
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: qr, Member Public Seriice Commissi
M. : _ ssion
Former Princifal, Zahira College, Colombo, First Muslim Civil serv’ani

Skanda-lto::, n;;;ss;z;latln:sr::xleiemto hare known all the past principals of
. : £} a class-mate, one '
fl_'lend. The last _in the line chronologically is Mr.\?.S(;gL]se:Erm::sar;n-e!ha
first (?Id-Boy Prmci!)al. He had come under the direct influence of Candia!:
Upathiar, who prevailed upon him as a youth of 18, to reject all the alluri
prospects of a career outside. and take to teaching in his own school \:;nﬁ
was then neither affluent nor prestigious. Mr. Sivasubramaniam the ;‘c
devoted full forty and two years of his life to the greatness and and realo;:r
of Skanda. It was during his period that Skanda set up an all - Jaffna regcorz
by sending 43 students in one year to the University of Ceylon for their
higher education. His record of efforts and results is worthy of emulation b
those who follow. :

The present commemoration is indeed an opportune moment
for a reappraisal of Skanda’s history and heritage, its aspirations and
achievements. Such an essay will, T feel, undoubtedly impart a fresh impetus
to all concerned for heavier tasks to be undertaken and greater deeds to be
accomplished. 1 wish that Skanda will grow from strength to strength in the

years to come.
(R

C. Balasingham C C.S., Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Health.

Seventy five five years is a period of service any school can proudly
boast of especially when the quality of that service has steadily progressed
from an unassisted Junior School to a Super grade Govt. College. The
earnestness and sincerity of purpose of the fourder has continued to inspire
generations of teachers and students to put forward their best efforts and
thus win recognition for Skanda Varodaya in in Scholastic fields. This college
has followed Navalar’s ideal of making religion the base for secular education
and has succeeded in sending out citizens who are respected for their
character as much as for their knowledge. A Leader among these old students
is Mr. Sivasubramaniam who benefitted greatly by the high educational tradi-
tions of this college and who later led it to greater achievements as teacher
and principal of his Alma mater. The service of Candiah Upathiyayar will be
always cherished by the people of Ceylon and Jaffna in particular I wish
the school all success,

Q, %alasiugam
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of Education
1969 — Visvalingam Sivasubramaniam

said good - bye to the staff and students whom he had served for forty
one years. He left not only with sadness but also with a sense of pride

for what he had achieved for the school. The seven ycars heuhadhbesh
During these years many

there as Principal had been an eventful period.
h to manhood. They have ex-

thousands of children have grown from yout
They have ventured on unchartered

plored new horizons. They have taken risks.
seas. It has been an exciting experience. Only by honesty of purpose and

dedication of the staff, the school would have been abie to maintain this
position. The calm authority and proud assurance provided by Mr. Sivasubra-
maniam had proved to be an inspiration to the youth who had not lost
sight of the tremendous challenge of Education in a changing world.

Well, Mr. Sivasubramaniam you have left Skanda Varodaya. The
school will miss you, perhaps more than you think. You carry away with
you, our sincerest wishes for happiness in the days of the future. May they
be many, and may they be pleasant. We believe they will be, since you
have always been a man of many parts and your interests in life are

numerous.

V. Thuraisingham, Director
Skanda Varodaya, September 4th

Cp. 6Auraisin9/mm

C. Subramaniam Esqr, Former Principal, Skanda

As I write this message, [ lift my hands in prayer t i

of Thou Avirnankudi, the presiding duty of the schozl,ywhozet?;a:: lIgdoGrzg
the Col!c'ge crest for many years but has disappeared now. for giving an
opportunity to steer the College through critical years and ’to bring 1gt t
heaven of_’ secure prosperity for the gift of the Vice Principal, Mr. V.Si 4
subramaniam who had stood by me loyally, through fair and' foul. w;atl[‘::;
;1’1: la:)ourefl as hard or harder than I for the building of thc school
onlyen co;:c:;;;:t;; I?hi?-s gt;l:l sm?:)r:.l!ethfeil oner. V. Sivasubramaniam, who not'
' dz e earlier period i
:::;is i:flg;:w:v);zing 2won lam:els in _them, so thatp the Schg:lt re:r:::: itl;l t?lig::::
s i 37 pupils, with excellant results in Public Examinations

record of 43 entrants to the Ceylon Universities and in man;

extra curricular Activities W
vities. e bless hi i : : 3
many years of happiness in his retired li;‘:] for his service and . wish bim
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