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(Top) Nadesan House 1976




( Botton:) Nacalineam House 1976
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( Bottom) Mahadevan House — 1976
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Colombo Hindu Gnllvgr: IS now 25 years uh_l. Unmpare(l to the many schoglg in the
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THE COLOMBO HINDU COLLEGE

ITS ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

From the Welcome Address delivered by the Hon. ‘M r. €. Na.lr_m'.-.'a,u_ga.m, 0.

Senior Puisne Justice, President of the Hindu Educational ‘bfar-wf_;{ on the

occasion of the laying of the foundation stone for the 'Colo-mbo Hindu © f‘{”(—’bf." al

Ratmalana by the then Minister for Transport and Works the Rt. Hon. Sir, John
Kotalawela, Prime Minister of Ceylon.

As this is the first appearance of the
Society before the general public, it may be
in the fitness of things if I were to give you a
brief summary of the genesis of the Society
and of its career already crammed with notable
achievements to its credit. Nor would it be
out of place if I made a passing reference to
its conception and the period of its gestation.

Form time to time for many years various
people had toyed with the idea of establishing
a Hindu educational institution in Colombo
that would rank on a par with the other
educational institutions in the metropolis,
but for one reason or another no school
materialized. 1 was myself approached for
the first time about twenty years ago and
invited to give to the idea a local habitation
and a name. But I, who had been brought
up in the midst of children belonging to other
faiths and other creeds at the Royal College
and who had practised at the Colombo Bar
in the midst of friends belonging to other
communities, saw no reason to accept the
suggestion. In fact I vehemently opposed
it and discouraged any attempt at setting u P
such an institution. It was easy to convince
those holding the opposite view that it was
much better that Hindu children should be
brought up in a cosmopolitan atmosphere
where they would be able to rub shoulders with
their counter-parts belonging to other races
and professing other religions and that such
a course would be the very best method of
training Hindu children to play their part in
Phe life of the country and not segregate them
Into narrow channels of sectionalism whet her
it be of nationalism or racialism,

But as years rolled on, the topography of
the country was suffering a change, apq
though it was hardly perceptible at first, et
during the last few years one could not fy
to be struck by the great upheaval that hag
come over the educational terrain of the
country. No Hindu child had previously
been refused admission on the ground that he
belonged to a faith which was not that of the
management of the school to which admission
was sought. But latterly, the principles
underlying the admission of pupils had under-
gone such modifications that many a Hindu
parent found himself in a serious predicament
in trying to provide even elementary education
for his child, so much so that matters came to
such a pass that Hindu parents who with hat
in hand interviewed principals of schools were
bluntly asked the question. “Why do you
not put up your own schools without worrying
us’’. It then became quite apparent that the
time was opportune to found a Hindu school
to which Hindu children or rather their parents
in their dire need could turn to, to satisfy
their educational wants.

And so it was that the beginning of the
year 1951 saw the formation of the Hindu
Educational Society for the sole purpose of
establishing a Hindu School, not in a spirt 0
competition or rivalry with any other instit-
tion but to supplement the task of these >
titutions and to take the overflow from thew
with which they were unable to cope.

Through the indefatigable efforts ¢
Mr. Proctor Somasunderam, Senator ‘j‘""u?ﬂ}tt‘
8. Nadesan and Mr. Advocate V. A. Kandid 11.
the Society was able almost immediately i
secure an acre of valuable land in the hedf
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of Colombo situated at animlapitiyn. That
land was placed at the disposal of the Society
as a result of the magnificent generosity of
Mr. Annamalai Mudaliyar, the Managing
Director of the Madras Palayakat Co. and his
co-directors, who are the trustees of the Shree
Kadiravelauda Swamy Temple at First Cross
Street and of the Manikya Pillakar Temple
at Bambalapitiya. But for this great gesture
on the part of Mr. Annamalai Mudaliyar, we
should not be standing here today. ‘

Within a few months of obtaining the
land, a primary school was established, and
hard on its heels came the secondary depart.-
ment, and theSchool was duly registered by
the Department of Education.  On an ocecasion
such as this I cannot but pay a tribute to the
various officers of the Education Department,
particulary to Mr. Wijeysinghe, Education
Officer of the Western Provinee, Colonel
Mendis and Mr. Satkunam, Deputy Directors,
and to Dr. Howes, the Director himself, for
the very prompt, sympathetic and satisfactory
manner in which the problems affecting the
School were handled by them. It would bea
grave omission if I did not specifically refer to
the encouragement given to us by Mr. L. J. de
S. Seneviratne, the then Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry, who was also a tower of
strength to the management and on whom
the management was able at all times to lean
for support, and I desire to thank him publicly
for all the assistance and advice which he
gave us.

The School, though called the Colombo
Hindu College, does not restriet admission ’t-o
Hindu children only. 1t has thrown 1ts
portals wide open to every child of every
community and of every faith, and in fact we
at the moment, Buddhist, Muslim, Protestant
and Roman Catholic children,.

‘AbQuL Lh[: b(—;gi[]_l]_i],l,g Uf lﬂrst' y&‘.tl.;l', \\'lt-]'l
the rapid expansion of the School, it became
quite clear that unless further buildings
were put up not only would our :-sucun_(la}l”y
school suffer but any notion of providing
collegiate instruction would have to be
abandoned. In this quandary, two of our
most  energetic and enthusiastic mcm_bf!l'ﬁ
who have ecarved out successful business
careers and made names for themselves,
Mr. 8. Mahadavan, the Managing Director
of Mahadavans Ltd., and Mr. K. C. Thanga-
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rajah,

ajah, Managing Director of Ceylon and
Foreign

Tra.dc_?.s_c Ltd., were commissioned
rl)y us to extricate us out of this dilemma.
They Very cheerfully undertook the task
and without sparing any pains and devoting
themselves wholeheartedly to the mission
entrusted to them they scoured the suburbs
of the City in an attempt to locate a suitable
land that would satisfy our needs. 8o well
mdged, did they accomplish their task that
at little or no cost to the Society they turned
over to the Society thirty acres of this beauti-
tul.land which you see around you and on
which you are at the moment seated. This
land, needless to say, would be more than
adequate and sufficient to establish on well
planned modern lines all the necessary class-
rooms, laboratories playfields, gymnasium,
swimming-pool, temple, hostel and residences
for the principal and the staff and all other
amenities, so as to make the institution a
a self-contained unit and a hive of educational
activity. By this act of theirs Mr. Maha-
davan and Mr. Thangarajah have placed
the Hindu public deep in their debt which
can never even in a small measure be repaid.

It was only a little over two months ago
that the deeds in favour of the Society were
executed and within this short space of time
the Society had plans for the buildings pre-
pared, and took steps to have the foundation
laid.

The question then arose for decision as
to the personage who should be invited to
lay the foundation stone and the members
with one voice and in no uncertain terms
announced their determination to have Sir.
John perform the task. Numerous conside-
rations led to this resolution of theirs. One
was that Sir John is the greatest landmark
in this area—but that is not to say that he
is not an equally great land mark in thv_e lrellst
of the country, for to be candid it mlk' e
difficult to find a great 1&1'1(111131'1{. spealmg
both metaphorically and literally _anwa;iie
in the country than Sir John. He is, -niuiet-ii
the greatest Jandmark of the t-wnie- >
century in this country. If yauﬂc: Irt- .
sea, you would find Sir John at the port

ir, vou wi fin
(lolombo, if you came by air, you W ould

him at the Airport, if you did a j?urlﬁgrm’
rail or road, whether towards t wt*ndihé
Qouth, East or West, you would find s-Ie} ing
;ent-iu:al on innumerable bridges. 3



went to Adam’s Peak, .yuu_wuul_-.l ﬁm.l h[];l
there radiating illumination for miles a?lit_n,_uu f
Then, there is the fact no less WUlt--l_y of
consideration, that he is, so to :s,peﬂ,lx., olux‘
next door neighbour, a,n(l_u.ccordmg to' )t- he
ordinary rules of social etiquette we :(u.t,b in
duty bound to call on him. Indeed \\]lfl- is
more, when in need of a pick-axe or a light,
to whom could we run but to him.

But beyond these considerations, there
is another which to my mind is the greatest
of them all, and that is that it is an undeniable
fact that he is possessed of a fairy touch, so
much so that whatever project he may under-
take, whether for Government or for himself,
or may initiate on behalf of others, that
project would speedily be completed, and
completed successfully beyond all expectations.
No question of lack of funds, material or men
ever impaired the fulfilment of any of Sir
John’s schemes undertaken by him for his
Ministry. It was therefore felt that if Sir
John could be persuaded to lay the foundation
stone for these buildings, that spirit of full-
blooded animation with which he is endowed
and which he exudes where ever he goes,
would provide the necessary dynamie energy
with which every other individual present
here and participating in this function would
be charged to give of his best till the task
shouldered is satisfactorily performed.

I am therefore certain that the happy
augury of Sir John having kindly and readily
accepted our invitation and his presence here
today to lay the foundation stone would
work as the most potent talisman to ward off

any difficulties and troubles that might
otherwise beset our path.

Th'(-! scheme that we are
today is expected to cost no less than three
million rupees. The assets of the Soeiety
stand today at one million rupees. We ha.vl'i
Ic}a:i‘mve}(ll_g:enernus Support from all sections of"
“ ]lau blie, not ‘m(?r.-e_ly Hindus, but Buddhists
;J;}::;};ns'{mul (-h};‘l.«_st.mns alike. Three milliof{

» It may be said, is a cologg § {
;1}11(;1;@{‘:8 i}tl c::;i ({mgw-virl, not to he uarfd;?;?ncﬂ
t € able either t '
:tfi'l_collccted t_o utilise, the r_xn{;.l;r{tenm[:ﬁlcﬁil D=l:

18 week, !Jhls month, thig year or evm-lﬁlf}t:

15 a long term plan. Probably it

launching out

=
&

will take more years than we fondly visualise,
At any rate it is the firm conviction and the
cherished belief of some of the more optimistic
spirits among us that in five years’ time the
building programme should be. completed.
That must remain a pious hope in the womb
of the future till its accomplishment can be
pointed out as an act finalised. But in the
meantime it is the duty of every man, woman

and child to contribute as much as one’s purse -

would permit to the building fund, now that
we have all the land that we want. No sum
can be too small and no sum can be too great.
But we make a special appeal to those who
have been favoured by fortune with great
wealth to devote a part of their wealth towards
this great and noble undertaking.

It was not without a full sense of apprecia-
tion that ancients called both in Tamil and
Sinhalese and also in Sanskrit, a school or
college, Vidyalayam or Vidyalaya. Alayam
is a temple, so that they co-related a College
or school to a temple, and it was a temple
of learning as contrasted with a temple where
God is worshipped. While there are temples
of God both in the City of Colombo and in
the suburbs, the Hindus do not have a first
rate temple of learning. Giving to a temple
of learning stands on the same footing as a
gift to a Temple of God. It is therefore time
that people temporarily suspended exerting
much in the direction of putting up temples
of Gods and concentrated all their might
and main on the building of a structure where
learning, knowledge and culture may be
mmparted to the Hindu young into whose
hands they must inevitably entrust their
great heritage. Temples of God will crumble
and fall if there were no man and woman
who had the knowledge and intellectual
attainment to appreciate, understand and
realise the reality behind the Temple of God,
and that can never be achieved certainly not
in the vast majority of cases, save by equipp-
ing and training one’s mind, the foundation

of which can only be laid in a temple of
learning, '

¢ b0,_1')efm'e. L call upon Sir John to lay the
Uundﬂ-t-lon_st-one, to those assembled here I
would say in words with which some of us at
|t-_'-:],.‘-!1'_ are familiar. Arise, Awake and Stop
not Giving till the Edifice is Complete.

e e T T
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INAUGURATION OF THE SILVER JUBILEE

WELCOME ADDRESS

Villi aws r 1 Swamiji, Founders of this
't ceell ; Mrs. William Gopallawa., Reverend 3
instit ut-ior‘: Ozlllll;:mbl:)t?éfe ?1?2- N.S.A. parents, well wishers members of my staff, students past and

present .

- dutv this evening is to extend to you all a very hearty welcome, your response
to our m\?lliz;tﬁlgslf gulgost- eneoura.gging and we are indeed perllt?ged to ha?,ve you “’ltl_l us on this
special occasion. Your Excellency, we are haPpy that our Silver J ublle_e Cele})ratlons s]lould
be inaugurated by none other than the highest in the land. The celebrations will go on till the
9th inst. and continue till February next year. With all the multifarious duties of Ststte, and
the heavy responsibilites of your high office, the fact that you have set aside everyt]_llng else
to be with us speaks for the concern and care you 'ha.ve _for us. It is also ﬁttmg‘ that
Mrs... Gopallawa too should have so kindly accompanied His Excellency to be here with us
Your duties Madam, are no less arduous, for, fulfilling the role of being the first Iafiy of the land
is no easy task. We are convinced that true to the saying that there is a lady behind the success
of every great man, you too have in your own way contributed to the success of His Excellency.

We are today twenty five years old. On the 12th of February the exact day on which
the school was founded, we organised a Siva Pooja in keeping with Hindu tradition. Twenty
five years is a very short period when compared with some schools which have celebrated their
centenary and even their Ter Jubilee. Nevertheless, one must not lose sight of the unique
role Colombo Hindu College has played in the quarter century of its existence. We are deeply
grateful to the enthusiastic band of far sighted Tamils who established the Hindu Eduecational
Society and ventured on this project of founding a school exclusively for Hindu children. The
inestimable contribution made by these eminent men will be preserved for posterity and their
memories cherished and enshrined in the hearts of generations of students who pass through
this institution. We have therefore named the four houses after four of the original founders
the late Mr. 8. Mahadevan, the late Justice Nagalingam, the late Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan
and Mr. S. Nadesan whom we are very fortunate to have with us here this evening. There
are many others whose contribution was no less. A full account of it will find its place in the
Souvenir to be published shortly. They launched a fund to collect money, and with commend-
able foresight planned out this spacious building with vast laboratory facilities exclusively for
Zfi-)l;ll(:i segan;ltz}ry f?d]uc_alt-lm}.' Indeed it might surprise you to know that the present building is
o 0'1;‘1[19 15:;11(:. ‘IEUt f}’;‘ lgU‘Bﬂll plan, which had to be abondoned due to reasons beyond their
Risal dtinier ancl {S')t a’ll‘] ambalapitiya was meant as a feeder school in much the same way as
Bt oo qir;cr; iti::mas preparatory schools function today. But the position has com-
g s t-lliﬂoprolblf-t:ﬁ . )oal;r.conltmlumty jointly and fsever-al_ly does not take 1mn':|ec_hat¢_3 steps
will s Dlegke . & (l;;; n‘ot ;‘}iqhslona e Y, sensibly and with vision, the future of this institution

sh to dwell here on the chequered history of this College, its status

today and tl seibiliti ‘ - 4 v i . e .
iy rr:(?xt- ;:agt‘)srslblhttes for the future. They will find their due place in my Prize Day report

I welcome the members of the familie f

Who ko 1 : ¢ tamilies of the late founders and our Guest speakers
t-hei)rllci: ];t:;;hl;;rit)dliytm?lmjslt_-e-d to unveil the portraits of three of the founders and lalso speak on
and one of our fou ?- o nstitution.  But of the patron of the Parent Teacher Association
lend il e t.&*s. I would like to say a few words., My, Nadesan’s role today is that of
such as dnin‘;!{: :th?*:l] ﬁmdﬁ to Hindu College. Much of what we have been able to achieve
the unstinted m? s t‘;* and building boundary walls would not have been possible, if not for
for the prinei a,lpp {V 1]U giive US right along. “He has now collected funds to put t; uarters

s 1th all the challenges and obstacles that face this instiIi:utiotI: %nd the
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entor Prefoect savs “Thank You’



vicissitudes it has gone through, it has been itg greatest fortune to have its ini ide
and shaped by him. 1 hope you will all bear with me for striking a personal note (11;:8 t;;ln;e:;é:;i?é
to him: for he has sustained me in my darkest hour of despair. T cannot over emphasise the
deep indebtedness our community owes him. May the Lord Nataraja give him many more
years of health and strength to enable him to carry on the noble work he is doing. ’

Before 1 conclude my address, let me submit to Your thought the Jast sentence of the
last administration report of the Board of Governors of the Hindy Educational Society written
in 1954 by the late Mr. 8. Mahadevan. He says: ““ Though we have done a great deal so
far with very limited resources, the task ahead ix of a colossal nature. Much more determination
and courage on the part of the Hindu Publje is needed for the fulfilment of the task, and the
Board of Governors is not without hope that philanthrophists will yet arise in our midst to give
concrete form and shape to what has been characterised as the “Dream of Dreamers’’. Let us
therefore, on this solemn oceasion resolve to rededicate ourselves to the fulfilment of the lofty
aims of the founding fathers to turn out men and women of strength of character, profound
learning, astute wisdom and a deep sense of patriotism a consummation devoutly to be wished,

THANK YOU ALL.

7th December '76 k‘. Jeganathan
Principal

“Ignorance of All things is an evil neither terrible nor excessive, nor yet the greatest of aﬂ_;
but great cleverness and much learning, if they are accompanied by a bad training are a much
greater misfortune.”

PLATO.

The end.o f learning is to know God, and out of that knowledge to love him, and to imitate

him, as e may the nearest, by possessing our souls of true virtue.”
MILTON.

-
-~



SPEECH BY THE CHIEF GUEST

His Excellency William Gopallawa,

(President of the Republic af Sri Lanka)

INAUGURATION OF SILVER JUBILEE--7th DECEMBER 1976

Priacipal, Colombo Hiadu College,

Miaisters of State,
Students of Colombo Hindu College, past and prese it :

Ladies a:d Gentlemen :

I thank you for inviting me and my wife to be your Chief Guests this evening. My wife
regrets her inability to be present due to ill-health. This is my first visit to your school. I welcome
this opportunity, more so as this happens to be the 25th anniversary of the fou_ndmg of yvour school.
I offer my hearty congratulations to the school and extend best wishes for its future.

The Principal has said in his report that 25 years is a short period in the life of a school,
but it could also be the most crucial and difficult period for a school as much spadework has neces-
sarily to be done in establishing a school, especially under the Colonial regime, English education
was provided mainly by the various denominations as the State maintained only 2 or 3 schools. Dif-
ferent religious groups founded their own schools primarily to cater to the spiritual needs of children
of their particular religion. There was inevitably some preferential treatment accorded in the
admission of children of like denomination. The establishment of the Colombo Hindu College, I
am told, had its genesis in that climate.

: With the take-over of schools, barring a very few, by the Government from 1961 onwards.
It can now be said that there is uniformity of education in Sri Lanka. However. denominations!
schools h:z-rl_ their own individual characteristics, some of them very commendable, and these
characteristies  have survived in spite of the change-over in the management of schools. The
Colombo Hindu College too has its distinetive characteristics and its students, most of whom

profess 'H.indu?sr_n continue to have the benefits of the rich traditions of Hindusim which is one of
the oldest religions of the world.

[ see from the Principal’s Report that though the school was first established as a Tamil
school to provide education for Hindu children who were shut out from other schools, its door
were open 1'0:’:1111(1:'@11 of all faiths and to all communities. By providing a Sinhala stream 1"n a Tamil
school, the Colombo Hindu College had set a praiseworthy example of communal harmony.

9 = =
i iflt]- l:‘;l]i]:] )?][:l'{:ilz;‘r?nt here for me to place some omphqﬁis on the need, at all levels, for
Shoke i Pr}it o fﬂﬂ rust and-cnnﬁdnncse bet-\y@,en the various communities, so that the pro-
Perhaps the (![‘]E["qp of il- tw ,C;:“nt'r-" may not be impeded by communal conflicts and discord.
people of our (-.mll.ntr\-' ]:*F:Lfl'? 1 t-adl-dfkﬂt.m""d this country to be multi-racial and multi-lingual. The
evolution from a cﬂlhn\-’ tn“ o ]I“‘ o hal‘l?nn_v with one another for centuries. The process of
203 Taspuner T .M;_[.n.;; q;[:f l]ll(;’:‘.p{all{’(-‘l]t State, however, brought in its wake problems of race
0]1[‘\.' }}}r _thq-. .u“it{.d éfﬂn‘tq.(.]{ ‘:” t)8 1.'],['t' a I'(‘gj‘['tﬂ.bl(\ (‘-hapt.i-l- i]'l Lh(\ i\n,llﬂa]l'i ﬂf our hi»‘itﬂl"_\'. It iS
measure, A pl"'-'l'f‘{[iliHitl.(- .tn‘\J\'u::] .‘]?i—tl;!'!.{"l that ’t.he country can reap the fruits of independence in full
munity. A school like yours has i = onq';g_ amity and concord among all sections of the com-
f"at(‘-l’nit_v can be sown L tr};nlm}‘- glm\ft })usslhl!ltu_m in _the achievement of this goal. The unodls of
N years and reach mmllri%\: th{R.lrl:.‘P.”h?lu}l the i.c_-.l't-llf—'. minds of the very young so that as they grow
to find that your school has on ite coll e e developed a sense of unity in diversity. I am happy

: ! 1a8 on its roll - . : ! :
that at inception there wana Hinhahmr-n::'"?l];llﬂ322“&13([)“ and girls but also Muslim children and
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It is befitting that you should choose the Silver Jubilee ye
the school by unveling their portraits. The speakers who precede
account of the pioneering efforts of the founding fathers and their d
education. Many of them are no longer with us, but happily one of the original founders who had
done yeoman' service is present here today. I refer to Mr, §. Nadesan whose indefatigable work
had contributed immensely in making the dreams of the planners of the Colombo Hindu College
come true. His services, his counsel, his talent, have all been readily available to the schdf!
junderstand that he has been responsible for the collection of over one lakh of rupees for t-hlis in-.
stitution. He has been an ardent. supporter and a tower of strength to the Colombo Hindu College
Thanks are also due to Mr Satchithananda and others who have been closely associated with the
school. I am sure every one of you will join me in giving them their need of praise which they
rightly deserve.

ar to remember the founders of
d me have already given us an
edication to the cause of Hindu

Although the original schemes of the planners had to be modified in the context of recent
educational reforms, these splendid buildings bear ample testimony to their vision and foresight.
I hope that notwithstanding the change of management of the Colombo Hindu College from the
Hindu Educational Society to the Department of Education, the Parent - Teacher Association and
the past pupils will continue to take as much interest as they have done in the past in the affairs of
the school.

Ratmalana is a fast developing satellite town with an industrial bias. As the popu-
lation of this area grows, more and more children will seek admission to schools in this vicinity and
your present roll may perhaps double itself in the foreseeable future. This will place increasing
demands on the school but I am confident that with the co-operation of past pupils and the Parent-
Teacher Association, you will be well prepared to meet the needs of the times. If I may repeat
what I said elsewhere recently, the knowledge, skills and attitudes that the educational system
of the Republic of Sri Lanka seeks to foster in the young are those that are necessary for the deve-
lopment of the country and for ushering a just and equitable social order. An attempt is being
made through the new educational reforms to extend the frontiers of education to the field of
technology. Your school is more fortunately located than many others as several industrial
factories are situated around this school, with opportunities available for practical training.
Besides the vocational subjects you teach now, technical training which is job oriented ean be
usefully introduced into your curriculum of studies.

It is no secret that many of our professional men and administrators came from the North
and are conspicuous even today in responsible positions. A number of them have made out-&_ita.nd-
ing contributions in the field of science and in other spheres. I hope that your college in the
Southern part of the island will also produce men ond women of such calibre.

I observe that the celebrations you have commenced today will continue till P;lcblium_'i\]r
fext year. I wish you all success in your activities and hope that in time to come your school wi
rank with the best schools in the country.

i g 3 1 1 g ] 3 t
[ thank you for the opportunity you have given me ofl' coming h'm.e today and I hope tha
the Hal which T have opened will be of immense service to this institution.

May you enjoy the blessings and protection of the Gods.

inki ; each men
The remedy for weakness is not brooding over weakness; but thinking of strength. Teach

o the Strength that is already within them.”

i



Speech of Mr. V. Manickavasagar,

(Retd. Judge of the Supreme Court)

Ladies and Gentlemen :

duty is to thank you, Mr. Principal, for inviting me to this function. I am indeed
ate. for this occasion recalls to our minds, and will continue to remind futur'e
generations. the contribution made by these gm'lt’lemen. whose portraits we are ]::x?out- to unveil
in this hall, that they were benefactors of rare vision, the true architects of this Educational In.
stitution, the need for which they foresaw, they cont_rllmt-ed to this by their dedieation, thle-n' advise
and their munificence and thereby earned the gratitude of the nation whose youth this School

My first
happy to particip

seeks to serve. has -

I am particularly happy that to my lot has fallen the task of unveiling the portrait of
Justice Nagalingam, a distinguished son of Sri Lanka. My knowledge an(_l acquaintance of t_lm
Judge goes back to 1931 when I was called to the Bar. Nagalingam, at that time had been in active
practice for several years. I believed he was admitted to the profession in the nineteen twenties,
By the time I entered the Bar, he was securely established both as lawyer and Advoc:ate and_ was
one of the leaders in the orginal courts of Civil Jurisdication; he had a large and lucrative business
on the civil side. Justice Nagalingam had everything that a model advocate should possess.
alertness, courtesy, an incisive and relevant mind and a persuasive voice. He pleaded the causes
of all communities and had their confidence as a counsel who did his duty properly, without fear or
favour. More than this he gained the confidence and respect of the Judges before whom he appeared
for he possessed the ability to gauge the atmosphere of the Court in which he pleaded and adapted
himself accordingly.

To an advocate of his eminence, laurels come easily and as a matter of course, if he was
willing to aceept them, and despite financial sacrifice he did accept. He occupied every position
of honour and eminence in the legal world, having been recognised by His Majesty as King’s Counsel,
which in those times was a honour of rare distinetion, he took in his stride the offer of District Judge
of the special class, and functioned in Kandy and later in Colombo : nor was this stopping the
honours that fell fast to his lot. In due time he was attorney general a coveted position and
offical leader of the Bar and thereafter Puisne Justice, he functioned as acting Chief Justice and on
one occasion administrated the Governmnt of the island in the absence of the Governor General.

: The office of Chief Justice alone eluded him; there is no question that he was the most
suitable to hold that office : but other influences prevailed and this was denied him : sad to say
it led to his resignation and the country lost, betimes, the services of a Judge wise and good.

s 1 must not forget to refer to his services to the State as Chairman of the Civil Courts Com -
mission. By his report he re-organised and revitalised the procedure in the Courts of Civil Juridiction,
by ;eason pf his conmdera"c-ion and lengthy experience, there was none more fitted than him to
pek o?n this task and the State made use of him—but, alas, this report which eased the somewhat
complicated procedure that was in existence since 1889 was never implemented even in part and
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Justice ) i ’s resi - . !
Feeed fron; tmn\lT;%ala,}ln_fgar% 8 r(] signation from office of Senior Puisne Justice was in a way fortunate.
cularly in Urum ira? ‘;_I” I.f:la and professional life he dedicated his time to religious work, parti-
- piral. His human qualities were revealed in 1958 when in the midst of communal
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Speech of Mr. C. Balasingham,

(Retired Permanent Secretary of the M inistry of Health)

Your Excellency, Rev. Swamiji, Distinguished Guests— Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to speak today on the late Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan, who
was one of the pioneer founders of this College. He is well known to the public and gratefully
remembered as a very efficient Civil Servant who procured essential foodstuffs during the war and
who organised and placed on a sound footing the Ministry of Defence and External Affairs when
Ceylon achieved independence. During his last days he was associated with the restoration of
Thiruketheesevaram and devoted his almost entire time to it. His contribution to Colombo Hindu
College was no less important. He was in the Board of Management of the Hindu Educational
Society from its inception as the cause of Hindu Education was close to his heart. Along with
other leaders he realised the plight of Hindu boys who had to be educated in another religious
environment as there was no Hindu School for them in Colombo. The task was not merely to start
a School for Hindu Boys, but to raise it to the same level as leading Schools of other denominations
not only to retain Hindu Children, but also to attract children of other denominations by the high
quality of teaching. Modern education does not stop with the three Rs. and it seeks to give the
student a wide based foundation in science and technology. For this kind of education laboratories
and workshops are essential. During Sir Kanthiah’s tenure of office as Chairman of the Manage-
ment Committee science laboratories were expanded and the teaching of woodwork and motor
mechanism was introduced. Sir Kanthiah realised that such teaching brings scientific principles
from the realm of abstract theory and relates to daily life. Science becomes a living reality to the
young student and he also learns to do things with his hands. Though he may not choose these as
his voeation in life, he will be able to help himself by his practical ability of doing things. It teaches
the student the dignity of labour and the error in looking down upon those who live by manual work.
During Sir Kanthia’s period as Chairman the playgrounds were also extended and developed. The
ideal of training a full man in body and spirit was sought to be realised in this way. It is fitting
that present and future students of Colombo Hindu College should remember and revere a great
leader like Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan who was an example to all as he shone in several spheres
of life — public administrations, educational work and religious work — lived a full life and left

the world as an example to others.

“My goal is friendship with the whole world, and I can combine the greatest love with the
greatest opposition to do wrong.
MAHATMA GANDHI.

The edifice of truth can be built only by the bricks of non-violence. The philosophy of non-viol-
ence contends that the means we use must be as pure as the ends we seek.”

Dy MARTIN LUTHER KING.
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Speech of Mr. V Sivasubramaniam,
(Rtd. Judge of the Supreme Court)

Your Excellency, Rev. Swamiji,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I consider it a great privilege to have been asked to participate in this function and to
unveil the photograph of the late Subramaniam Mq.ha,d_ava_n. It is most appropriate that his
photograph should adorn these walls and serve as an inspiration to tl_m students of this College for
generations to come. When the history of this College comes to be written, the name of _Mahadavan
will be inseribed in letters of gold not only as one of the principal fcuaders of this Institute but as
one who unstintingly dedicated himself to its progress and welfare, almost to the day on which
he breathed his last.

It had been my good fortune to be his classmate at the Jaffna Hindu College well over
fifty years ago and from that time he had honoured me with his friendship although in life we had
branched off in two different directions. Certain qualities distinguished Mahadavan throughout
his life and were principally responsible for his outstanding success in the business sphere. First
and foremost was his sterling character. A man of unimpeachable integrity and sincerity, he
devoted himself whole-heartedly and un-remittingly to any task which he set himself. He was
never dismayed by the immensity of any undertaking. Calm and unurffled under all circum-
stances, he maintained his equanimity both during the early days when he and his inseparable
and lifelong friend Rajandram struggled hard against odds to find their feet in the commercial

world, as well as during the latter period when both of them resigned supreme as commercial
magnates in Colombo.

Having reached the pinnacle of success, he threw himself into a life of service to others.
He showed his true greatness as a man when he decided to share the fruits of his success with his
fellowmen. He became an active worker in many Hindu Societies and Institutions.

At a time when Hindu parents in Colombo were facing hardship and humiliation in their
attempts to find pla._ces for their children in schools run by other religious denominations, and were
often confro_nted Wl_th the taunt ‘ why don’t vou Hindus have a school of your own ? ’, a small
%ﬁouPbF’f emlfnent H_md_ua t'OOk;uP that challenge and founded the Hindu Educational Society with
T et(l; ject of establishing a Hindu College which would in time rank with the best in the country.

© that group the Hindus of this country owe an eternal debt of gratitude. It is a matter of the

greatest satisfaction that two of them are with us this ing—Mr. S. Nad C. and K.C

Thangarajah. Mahadavan may be said to | evening—Mr. S. Nadesan Q _and Mr. K. C.
% to re 2 i >

Secretary of that Society an Dl have been the king-pin of that project. He was the

; . d continued to hold that office until his end. Apart from contributing

thh?: ﬂguggtbof hésblifersonal wealth, he laboured hard in various ways to eﬁsure that the College
: e established would be one of which the Hindu Community could be proud of.

t was characteristic of Mahadavan that he never pushed himself to the fore-front. He

never sought kudos or public acclaim for his work i
_ . . He preferred t s Bl
effacingly. The establishment of his College was to him ap;ie;r;eioﬁev;%];. e

M&nipay%ﬁg‘;&gﬁﬁe&v?}{ree}y of his wealth to help all charitable and educational causes. The
principal heneficiariegge'ft e Kokuvil Hmc!u College and the Moolai Co-operative were among his
and went away disannning may truly be said of him that no one ever appealed to him for assistance

Yy isappointed. But he never let his left hand know what his right hand gave.

Thou :
green in the he%,};tts:l:? {hyears Has passed since he left us, his memory remains fragrant and ever-
who would not, have th 0se who knew hm?- But to the present and future students of this College
them to a life of uaefuflenprmgl?ge of knowing him, may this photograph serve as a symbol to inspire
mination will lead 1o 88 to mankind and to impress on them that honesty, grit and deter-

0 8ucess in life and that true greatness lies in service to one's fellow-men.

Ih -
ave much pleasure in unveiling Mahadavan’s photograph.
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Mr. S. Nadesan, Q. C.



SOME NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT,

HINDU EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY

It was the latter part of the year 1950, Mr. M. § Kandiah, Mr. A, R
Rajasingam met me and Mr. S. 'Mahade:va at my residence in Bambalapitiya angglltﬁ?cel:la;l?:i ]tl'fe
establishment of a Sghool for H-mdp Children in Colombo. Thereafter, we met some of the leadin
members of thh[,idTu nnll Conm Lll{mtly_m Col%mbo and the inaugural meeting of the Hindu Educatiomﬁ
Society was held at the New Kathiresan Temple Madam, Bambalapitiva on M
1951 at 5.00 p.m. Those present were :— gl e

The Hon. Mr. C. Nagalingam Mr. A. Ragunather

Senator Peri Sunderam Mr. V. A. Kandiah

Senator S. Nadesan Dr. A. Kandiah

Mr. M. M. Kulasekeram Mr. C. K. Ratnam

Mr. K. Alvapillai Mr. K. T. Chittampalam

Mr. A. Subramaniam Mr. M. S. Kandiah

Mr. M. Vairamuttu Mr. S. Mahadavan

Mr. Sankar Iyer Mahadevan Mr. R. M. Palaniappa Chettyar

Mr. R. A. Nadesan Mr. A.N.R.M. Ramasamy Chettiyar | Trustees of
Dr. V. Nadarajah Mr. KR.KN.AR.KN. Ramanathar Kathiresan
Mr. K. Satchithananda Mr. 8. K. Vaiyapuri Temple

Mr. K. C. Thangarajah

The Hon. Mr. C. Nagalingam was elected protem Chairman and M.S. Kandiah
protem Secretary to conduct the business of the meeting. At this meeting the progress of the
movement was discussed. The Chairman said that Messrs. M. 8. Kandiah and A. Ragunathar
were responsible for all the preliminary steps taken for the advancement of the movement. He
also mentioned that Messrs. S. Somasundaram, V. A. Kandiah and S. Nadesan had arranged
with the Trustees of the Pillayar Temple to lease an acre of land. The first office bearers of the
Society elected at this meeting were :—

President : ... The Hon. Mr. C. Nagalingam
Vice Presidents : ... Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan

Senator Peri Sundaram
Secretary : ... Mr. S. Mahadavan
Treasurer : ... Mr. K. Satchithanandan
Board of Govenors : ...  Mr. S. Somasunderam

Mr. M. M. Kulasegeram
Mr. A. Ragunathar

. The initial task was to find enough money to launch the School project straightway
e could not afford to wait a day. Far reaching changes in educational policy were imminent.

he_ Immediate target was the collection of ten lakhs of rupees. A pamphlet was issued, 19,000
copies in English, 5,000 copies in Tamil, explaining the aims and objects of the Hindu Educational
oclety and appealing for funds. The following extract from the 25 year old pamphlet reveals
the mood of urgency that gripped the founder members :-

" We have thought it proper to call upon ourselves 24 founder members of the Hindu
Educational Society to make the initial sacrifice in this great course. We felt that we
would not be justified in appealing to the public for contributions without first prowfdixﬁg
tangible proof of our own earnestness to make this big venture a success. Some o he
24 members cannot contribute much, but still we have put up one lakh of’ rupees, the
money required immediately for the establishment of the Primary School.
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i ‘om i by A tion. But the non-availability of

apid progress from its very incepti -
fici tﬁhedsfiogi ??121’?)1: iﬁ thg pxgesent Bambalapitiya premises and the mounting pressure of
:ggc::riz?od:;}on madlza the acquisition of new land else where an urgent necessity, for the setting

up of a College.

is stage the lack of sufficient funds to acquire new land and put.premlaeq became
a major lil:d?t?;;l;‘l?g gntire monies collected by privgte munificence :xéd pubhghdmflftll]om}][md
gone into the Bambalapitiya School and the construction of the presen amswab y‘]dj a » ow
was it possible to raise sufficient funds to acquire new land ]et' alone put up new buildings ? [The
late Mr. S. Mahadevan and the present writer were entrusted with the task of finding a way, out of
the impasse. We did find a way. By acquiring a 100 acre estate of land at Ratmalana and
carving out housing plots for the benefit of residents in Colombo, it was found possible to turn
over to the Hindu Educational Society about 30 Acres of land virtually free.

The collosal task of putting the present buildings at Ratmalana was met by a Rs. 4 lakh
bank loan guaranteed by the following 13 members of the Hindu Educational Society—

Hon, Mr. C. Nagalingam ; Sir Kandah Vaithianathan ; Mr. S. Mf;hadevan ; Mr. Sankar
I'yer Mahadevan ; Mr. S. Nadesan (Advocate) ; Mr. K. C. Thangarajh ; Mr. R. A. Nadesan :
Mr. K. Satchithanada ; Mr. S. Somasundaram ; Mr. M. M. Kulasegaram ; Mr. C. K.
Ratnam ; Mr A_Subramaniam and Mr. K. Gunaratnam

The years 1951 to 1960 were very eventful. The Pillayar Padasalai was inaugurated on
12th February, 1951 at Bambalapitiya with 55 children and was registered as a Senior Secondary
School under the name of Colombo Hindu College. This Institution made rapid progress and had
on its own 670 of the pupils from the Lower Kindergaten to the higher classes.

In 1953 the Society became owners of about 30 acres of land at Ratmalana and foundation
for the buildings at Ratmalana was laid at a well-attended public function by Sir John Kotalawala
K. B. E,, the then Minister of Transport and Works in May, 1953. A representative gatherlng of
members of all communities participated in the funetion. Complimenting the Hindu Public on the

spend his days of retired life withprofit and happiness He made known to all that his services will
be always available to this Society in the furtherence of its objectives,

_ While the work on the main buildings at Ratmalana were going on, the present hostel
bu1ld1n_gs were put-up in 1955 and the higher classes were transferred to Ratmalana. In 1956,
the University Entrance Classes were conducted and the Institution became an A Grade College.

In December, 1957 the Society lost the found
I = el ¥ l0st the founder secretary Mr 8. Mahadavan. Mr. K. C.

The Society had hopes, when it launched on its buildi
: ¢ 5 uilding programme at Ratmalana, of
:ﬁllectlx{%?uf‘ﬁclent funds from Hindu Public of Ceylon to put-up b%lildinggs at a total cost of about
ﬁer:ee ul;ll 'on rupees in four stages on g plan prepared by an eminent Architect in Madras. We

able to complete the first stage of the building programme comprising 12 Class Rooms, 2
Laboratories and Lecture Theatre, 2 Che )

3 : mistry Laboratories and t ) d
Biology Rooms, Library and Reading Room at a cost of alfout I?s. 51(‘)3(;3,01{1)1&;?-'.1‘11&&“9, R

The Buildi it : :
Hall 90 ft, ?on; lGsmf"';ts_‘ a{:idB:"mba]“PItI)’ﬁ comprise of 10 Class rooms and the present Saraswathie
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According to a valuation in 1957 the Societ

' y owned at Ratmalana 3
jand estimated at well over Rs. 10 lakhs and buildings thereon which had :t;t ge:‘;i';s Ig:, fg;el-hold

and at Bambalapltlya'a leasehold land in extent 1 acre with buildings the i

Rs. 2 lakhs. The Socu_at-y had spent nearly Rs. 1} lakhs on furnitfre anile ——0 If‘itgﬁlgzhig:&;?;t
equipment of labf)rat-orles. xforkshop,_ library etc. The assets of the Society were Rg 25 lakhs og
more, against which the Society was indebted at that time to the extent of Rs. 425 OOb/- of which
Rs. 341,686/- constitute a debt to the Bank of Ceylon on an overdraft of Rs. 400 060/- obtained in
1956 to complete the first stage of the building programme at Ratmalana. The,overdraft carried
an interest at 5%, and the interest paid during 1956 was Rs. 6,300/- and in 1957 Rs. 17 049/21.
Neither the instalments due in reduction of capital nor interest had bheen paid to the Bank during
the last few months. Consequently, the Bank of Ceylon felt obliged to cancel the overdraft and
call in the immediate payment of the full sum due to it.

The disturbances in the Country in 1958 slowed down the progress. That year Mr. C.
Nagalingam resigned from the Presidentship owing to ill-health and shortly thereafter we lost him
in November, 1958.  Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan succeeded Mr. C. Nagalingam as President of the
Society and General Manager of the College.

The Policy of the then Government was to take-over and manage the Assisted Schools,
the Society decided to hand-over the management as well as the assets of the Colombo Hindu
College used exclusively for educational purposes both at Ratmalana and Bambalapitiya, together
with all equipment of these two institutions.

The immovable assets of these two institutions comprised of :—

(i) Twenty two acres of freehold land at Ratmalana together with the new block of
building thereon excluding the Hostel premises on 4 acres of land.

(ii) Leasehold on half an acre of land at Bambalapitiya together with the School buildings
standing thereon, excluding the Saraswathie Hall, used for religious and cultural
purposes.

In respect of Bambalapitiya

(iii) A sum of Rs. 14,000/ raised on a mortgage of property belonging to the Society to
meet the re-construction of one of the temporary buildings at Bambalapitiya which
had collapsed.

In handing over the management and assets of the Colombo Hindu College, both at

Ratmalana and Bambalapitiya, valued at over two million Rupees the Society expected the Govern-
ment to meet all its liabilities amounting to approximately Rs. 421,000/- as stated above.

“4A good book should expose the privacy of the writer's mind and invade the privacy of the
reader’s mind.”

KEITH JENNISON.



PRIZE DAY REPORT—1977

President and members of the Hindu Educational Society,

i tice, Mrs. Tennekoon ‘ i
anh el b ; tment of Education, Parents, well wishers, members of my

Officials of the Ministry and the Depar
staff, students past and present.

My first duty this evening is to welcome you all. You have responded overwhelmingly
to our invitation and this gives us hope and encouragement.

Your Honour, we welcome you heartily as our Chief Guest. We feel elated and proud
that we should have a person of your standing and eminence to grace this prize day occasion. tis
common knowledge that you have so eminently courageously and selflessly guarded the highest
traditions of your most exalted office, and therefore it is most appropriate that we hold you out
as an example for emulation to our students. Amidst various pressing demands on your leisure,
and the heavy responsibilities of your high office, you have still found the time to be with us this
evening. This is sure proof of the interest you take in matters educational. We are therefore,
extremely grateful to you for your kind patronage. To You, Mrs. Tennekoon, we have a special
word of welcome, It goes without saying that your position as wife of the Chief Justice is not an
easy one. You have contributed in your own way to the success of your illustrious husband and
your task this evening is going to be even more difficult than your husband’s. I am sure that
when the pomp and fanfare of this evening’s function is over, what will remain long in the minds
of the young prize winners will be the memory of their receiving the prize from you.

Before I come to affairs relating to the College and its activities, I must make some re-
ference to the history of this institution which celebrated its silver jubilee last year. The genesis
of this school is summed up by the late Mr. Justice Nagalingam, the first president of the Hindu
Educatlpnal Society in the welcome address he delivered on the ocecasion of the laying of the
foundation stone for the Colombo Hindu College at Ratmalana on 2.5.53. He said ... many
a Hindu parent found himself in a serious predicament in trying to provide even elementary educa-
tion for his child, so much so that matters came to such a pass that Hindu parents who with hat in
hand interviewed principals of schools were bluntly asked the question : “ Why don’t you put
up your own schools without worrying us . Tt then became quite apparent that the time was
opportune to found a Hn}du school to which Hindu children or rather their parents in their dire
need could turn to, to smjlsfy their educational wants. And so it was, that the beginning of the
year 1951 saw the formation of the Hindu Educational Society for the sole purpose of establishing

i*o?ﬁgg‘;ggcht?ol o " The Hindu Educational Society consisted of men with deep vision!who
the ““ sa t,E’t eamf or a cause to which all of them were dedicated. These men were committed to
nctions of a trust higher than any the world could impose. ”  How they found the colossal

;Iil;?;r;? mﬁng;ﬁt Plll(;f-t up thfstlarge building and equip it within a short time, is now a matter of
el g urogcm f-o many that the Saraswathy Hall, Bambalapitiya was built in a
Sid astors canve ﬁ_{')£ S‘rp ?le ‘I} ;{rgan_lsmg a drama festival to collect funds. Reputed dramatists
dramas throughout a 1 s ]l nf(' 1a, offered their services almost free and staged about half a dozen
surge of feeling for t]!?;?pf.-l‘lﬂlf s (i)'ne oy, * half months. Never before or after was there such a
in his inaugural addré;&? 1{1:9 . (.'Tt‘a_kf’“' AE‘ the President of the society Mr. Justice Nagalingam
o the Somutaity i N t-c);lq(-j.i.ol aaiul : ' The Hindu College we are planning will be worthy
the best of our ability Lod u; .r.ve,Hg.l;( we, for our part are prepared to give the assurance that to
a college that will in time } e of any sacrifice it may involve we shall endeavour to establish
Lanka, the founding of “n-._ M‘t'fl'ﬂ(l to none in Ceylon.” In the annals of Hindu Education in Sri
ol Cot g of the Colombo Hindu College at Ratmalana is a significant event. The

& ed very efficiently till the sudden outbreak of the race riots in %953J The t.railmat-ic



.xperiences of this national calamity brought in jts wake a ¢o i

:i'?,l:upj] families abandoned their homes and lands in the fi{::plete W 5 i ot the ooyl sl
and irretrievable. But the bigger loss to the institution wag
schools in 1961, the school administration and the pare
guidance and siul_;po;'lt I(;'f t.hei-. fm:luding fathers—the
which achieved in half a decade what would have taken a Jife tj i i i
vital matters affecting the education of H indu children. Fop nealz?; é&e?x?l l;eawrgs tilg;m:ﬁg u}
hibernated and it was no wonder that it hit an all time low. Our brightest hope toda O(i)s
that the Hindu Educational Society has now come back to take its rightful place in tﬁe moulgin
of the destinies of the school it once strove hard to found. 4

The Colombo Hindu College was established at Ratmalana with a] facilities for senior
secondary education, while the Hindu J unior Boys’ School at Bambalapitiya was meant to be a
feeder school of the Colombo Hindu College. 1In fact that school was a branch of this College and
was administered by the principal at Ratmalana, even after many years of the state take over of
schools. The first crack appeared in 1968 when the Junior school started functioning separately.

it has ceased to be a feeder school of the Colombo Hindu College as envisaged
But apart from this, for lack of accommodation the Bambalapitiya School is compelled to refuse
admission every year to a large number of Tamil students to the Grade I class. As far as we are
concerned we have been deprived of the chance of maintaining a sufficient number of boys in the
University Entrance classes. We have however been compensated by the number of girls seekin
admission to the higher classes. Besides, this being an All Island school with hostel facilities,
students from distant places are seeking admission. During the last two years nearly fifty Muslim
students mainly from the Eastern Province have joined this school and more and more students
from upcountry areas are seeking admission to the school, [t is a comforting thought that we

have enough numbers and are su pplying the needs of mainl y the lower middle classes and the poorer
sections of Tamil medium students.

NO. ROLL AND BUILDINGS

Our number on roll stands at 938, of which 385 are from Grades 1 to 8. The rest 553 are
students in Grades 9 — 12. Denomination wise we have 747 Hindus, 77 Protestants, 53 Catholics
and 61 Muslims. The total number of girls is 301. The primary section was started in 1974
when the Kotelawalapura Tamil school was closed down.

The land space available is quite ample. Of the original rectangular block of thirty acres
(with road frontages on all four sides) set apart for the Colombo Hindu College, the Hindu Educa-
tional Society has retained the hostel and some land surrounding it. About eight acres were taken-
over in 1967 for the establishing of the Kandawela Maha Vidyalaya and now we are left behind
with about sixteen acres, and the buildings erected on it by the Hindu Educational Society and
some minor additions made subsequent to the takeover.

STAFF LEAVE AND EXAMINATION RESULTS

. The present staff of 37 teachers is comprised of 7 trained graduates, 9 graduates and
21 trained (general and special) teachers. Although we are managing with the present staff, we
are badly in need of two graduates for physics and commerce in the advanced level classes. Since
March this year, the PTA has been compelled to employ a physics graduate from their funds. A
predominance of la(lipa on the staff of a school whieh is mainly a boys’ school, certainly is an un-
happy feature. Their contribution towards extra mural activities and maintenance of discipline
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Ho Al padad ualitatively and quantitatively with that made by a bang
“;‘Uuldlnc;t Uéllll:;? ”l'\;l‘llﬁls? Ij[}f::i;llfl‘;:? li:Hlio(% peculiar tyo thisqscht_ml. Indeed on an Island wide basis,
:henl]:dei,eslcﬁa;ve t._:;tt-mnnhered the men in the profession. This IJI‘Ob]eI]rI! ca;}ncl(-tl. :De Ho(llveg_ll_)x merely
increasing the recruitment of male teachers. For several years now aptit}l es fm abilities were
not the decisive factors for recruitment to the profession. In fact, tm.J..c 1_1ng1 as ?\ 'pfl.‘ofessmn has
become the last resort of job hunters and academic mediocrities. This is t "Il.e ‘cnle'l }"eﬁsson why
there is very little of that dedication and sense of personal 09n1r:}1t-t-m£*nt—qllg ities whice a-florn?d
the profession a generation ago. On the other hand there is widespread frustration and dlsx&o;t.]g_
faction over the poor salaries, and bleak prospects of promotion when t:;)mpared :,0 other services.
This coupled with the facility of forty one days leave annu'ally,'has rought a bout a menacing
situation of teacher absenteeism the island over. One could imagine t-he_panden}on_uun and chaj{,g
when on an average as many as one fifth of the tutorial staff s absent daily. Prm?.lpala are quite
helpless unless teachers consider it their solemn duty by their students not to avail themselves of
leave unless it is unavoidable and urgent and the matter n respect of which leave is taken cannot
be attended to during school holidays. In addition to this all the inservice training classes and
refresher courses which were held during holidays and on Ss.»tu.rdays in the past are now he}d on
school days depriving schools of many working hours. This is also a matter which requires

examination.

There is another matter which should receive the earnest attention of educationists
That is the vexed, and pernicious practice of private tutions. It has become the ™ Sine qua non”
in the educational set up. Students whose parents are unable to pay facilities fees in schools,
harrass their parents who in turn have come to believe that their children should not be deprived
of the blessings of private tuition. Tutories have sprung up like mushrooms, even in private homes,
sometimes manned by teachers who neglect their work at school in order to conserve their energies
for a brisk round of tuition classes in the evenings. It is distressing to note that ministry eirculars
forbidding such private earnings are flouted with impunity. I am glad and indeed fortunate
that members of my staff not only refrain from such practice, but they willingly give of their spare
time for extra classes outside school hours. Even among our students, the majority of them do
not patronise private tuitions, while the attendance at our extra classes is good. This evil of
private tuition cuts at the root of the principle of equality of opportunity in the educational field.
Besides, private tuition does not allow any time for the students’ individual effort which is an
important aspect of learning. Nor does it allow any time for the pursuit of extra mural
activities which are essential for the building up of an integrated personality. Time was
when through the toil and sweat of dedicated teachers, schools took their rightful share of the
credit for examination results. But today it is an entirely different story and the less said about
it the better. As far as our results at public examinations are concerned I wish to state that they

have been good. They also compare favourably with those of other schools of our standing.
Details of these will appear in the school magazine.

THE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION AND THE SILVER JUBLIEE

The success and progress of any school depends on the extent to which the parents and
iﬁzsgea;::rera a.‘ct-wely participate. During the years after the takeover it is ap£arent that
e-xtensiveo d gfups dltcll not evince much. care and interest. The buildings had suffered
buted to much aJgitlif . ne{; 1ect.. Lack of security and properly protected boundaries contri-
g vlisi}} ﬁli:l-gf_‘_-'l Nhen -Nlr. A. T, Samarapala, the first Regional Director of Education,
. pomgion Dsnaticl i 100l on 25-2-74, he was horrified at the state of the building. He was in
buildings and % ‘I::i‘me ¥ t“.‘- mpathise, since he said he could remember the up to date state of the
du Educatioi'ia]qsoggfnf, at _‘ri.-he time when Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan the then president of the Hin-
officer takin 0\;er tl Jy -:m( ed over the school to the government on whose behalf he acted as the
s e dil‘getur i’ﬁ:-l(};:(: mr)l It was our good fur_t.u]-Le to have had Mr. A. T. Samarapala as our
il bkl j tlu uars He was exceptionally responsive to our wants and displ&}’ed
Nobeate of Ap H"lp .;Ll tously solving our problems.” Wherover necessary and if it was in the bestin-

school, he was prepared to cut through red tape. Iam personally grateful to him for the
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ready and unflinching support which he gave me at all times. I am : ; 4

Mr. N. L. D. F. Karunara!;nc, who has already visited our school, “?i?lngi{tre;l:}l;};?;(;? ne“tdlm?mr
sympathy and understanding. In October 74 when the regional director offered to n;gv?dben%:on,
Rs. 20,000/~ for immediate repairs, on condition that the PTA undertook to comp lot :ha 9“{?
within two months, the finances of the PTA were in a parlous state. The Executi\l?e C?; = tJtO .
could not even raise half that amount to help us start with the work. On the personal ::lml ee
bility of two members of the PTA a sum of Rs. 10,000/- was borrowed % .

) from the Hatt, i
Bank and the PTA was able to proceed with the repairs to the walls, replacing aboua{; sténdlj(?:; %ﬂ;{

windows and 2200 glass panes. On 12-10-75 Mr. 8. N adesan, Q.C. was invi =
Guest for the Kalai Vizha. He is one of the original founders, but sincg the take ;ﬁ:bz}ltl?: sg}iﬂfﬁ
by the government, there has been very little liaison between the founders and the administration

On that occasion I appealed to him for financial assistance. Addressing the parents and well wishers
present he said that the first initiative to collect money for the school ought to come from parents

and that he for his part would collect an amount equal to that collected by the parents. This was
the first incentive offered to the PTA. Following this offer, the PTA sent out an appeal to the
parents for a contribution of Rs. 100/- per parent, even on an instalment basis, The target was set
at about half a lakh of rupees. It was explained in the appeal that money was urgently needed to
do repairs to the building, effect structural changes to a section of the building in order to provide
a hall and to celebrate Silver Jubilee in 1976.

The Executive Committee of the PTA went house to house visiting the parents. It was
tedious and sometimes unpleasant to be confronted with parents who not only refused to sym-
pathise but also argued that no assistance need be given to a government school, which they said
ought to provide everything free to their children. There were also some who had full sympathy
and support for the cause, but were not able to contribute. However the executive committee
carried on their Collection Campaign regardless of all difficulties. Donations were also solicited
from those seeking new admissions. The PTA collected over Rs. 25,000/- and the collections are
still going on.

On the 12th February 1976 the exact day when the school completed its 25 years of ex-
istance, we organised elaborate religious ceremonies including feeding of the poor along with a
Siva Pooja at which about fifteen Brahmin priests participated. The staff. students, parents
and well wishers were all entertained to lunch.

With the funds collected the PTA has accomplished much. The boundary walls on the
Eastern and Western boundaries had been built, the whole building had been colour washed, re-
pairs had been affected to the building, the roof, the gutters and the drainage and sewerage systems.
The work on Sivakamy Hall was completed. In this connection I must acknowledge here the
services rendered to the school by Mr. A. Gnanasekerar, the Hony. Treasurer of the PTA. He
worked with unceasing vigour and diligence in seeing that the funds of the PTA were properly
spent going into even minute details and has maintained its aceounts up to date and with meticulous
care. The opening of the Sivakamy Hall, and the inauguration of the silver Jubilee eelebrations
was ceremonially done on 9th December '76 by His Excellency William Gopallawa, President of
the Republic of Sri Lanka. It was a dream come true. The other significant job undertaken by
the PTA was the construction of the principal’s quarters. In this matter, the first move came from
M_ r. 8. Nadesan, Q.C'. who wrote to the PTA, after discussions with the regional director about the
vital need for the principal to reside within the campus. He knew that neither the PTA nor the
regional director could find the money to build the quarters. He therefore offered to collect the
funds from his friends, and the offer was readily and gratefully accepted by the PTA. Within the
short time of two months he collected and handed over to the PTA about a lakh of rupees, for the
construction of the quarters, which is now nearing completion. 1 will not attempt to assess the
value of the services he has rendered to this institution knowing his distaste and aversion for praise

and publicity. T can only join the rest of the school community in earnest prayer for his health
and long life. .
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: ; : , to parents for their co-operation in the matter of
AN .I t-aﬁf‘ tih jfil?é} I;I?rl;ﬁ?ghzgl’ap{‘):iﬂélrybodl;f will, I am sure, admit the fe}ct that there has
mamta-m.m(ig ln:;: ?erior&ti(m in the conduct and discipline of t;he' ﬁtl.ldf‘-nt population of our country.
been a,fgla 1::; V:].Iv unpleasant and increasingly difficult for principals to attempt enforcement of
llt.’ M (]’. cm\vithoﬁf the active co-operation of parents and teachers. Trregularity to school, scant
SO ,tmfe r authority and age, an attitude of revolt against all traditions and accepted forms of
L‘oﬁ;tt u: :‘enldenc{-' to disﬁgl,lre, defile and destroy, abominaplc hair stqus, and a.bhorrel'lt dress
pa-tt-vms: all these if allowed unchecked woulgi help the growth of a perverted 13‘9@]]-3_3'0 ang a dlsiforted
srsonality. The whole purpose of education }\‘Uuld then be lost. If anything is to be achieved,
H-‘;;;Oltll?e .Jupport and approval of the authorities, schools ought to enforce 'dlsclplme and parents
for their part should give their active support and approval. A stitch in time would have saved
nine and the country would be the richer for it.

PAST PUPILS ASSOCIATION

The General Meeting of the Past Pupils Association was held last year and a new con}mittee
took over with great enthusiasm. They plannegl to collect funds to meet the cost of erecting the
stage of this hall. They are still busy with their collections gmd I am happy' to say that our old
boys who are holding jobs abroad are also willing to do their best. A detailed account of past
pupils will appear in the magazine.

SPORTS AND GAMES

Since July 1974 when the best part of our playground which was levelled and carefully
maintained for hockey and soccer was given over to Kandawela Vidyalaya, our games have suffered
considerably. That transfer was inevitable since that school was built adjoining a part of the
playground which they too needed. Our only hope was tolevel and improve the rest of the play-
ground, which was for the most part water logged. It was a massive job estimated to cost more
than half a lakh of rupees.  Despite many hardships, we have our Inter House Sports
meet annually. In 1974 the four houses which were Blue, Yellow, Green and Red were named
after founders Late Mr. C. Nagalingam, the late Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan, the late Mr. S. Maha-
devan and Mr. S. Nadesan respectively. At the Inter House Sports Meet held in March last year,
Hon. K. B. Ratnayake, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Sports and Transport was Chief Guest.
On that occasion I made an appeal to him for some financial assistance to improve the play-
ground. Although it is not the usual practice for the Ministry of Sports to give money for improve-
ment of school playgrounds, he was kind enough to sympathise with our plight and give us
Rs. 10,000/-. This money was utilised to buy about 300 cubes of earth for filling and levelling. The
work is nearly complete, but still much work has to be done and more money has to be spent. In
the meantime, this has hampered games practices and this in turn has adversely affected our per-
formance at Inter School tournaments in cricket, soccer and hockey (boys and girls). Besides,
we h_a,ve not been lucky with our coaches in these different games'. We could ill afford to pay
heavily for the best coaches with the meagre allocation of funds for games from facilities fees. We
may have to subsidise from PTA funds if we are to find very competent coaches. We have been
in luc'k's way recently as Mr. C. H. M. King, Retired Chief Engineer of Messrs. Walkers Ltd., and a
okl s el : 0 coach our under 14 team in soccer. Mr. King is also coach-

: _g}. 1 soccer teams at Royal College and St. Thomas College. He is unique in that he does all this
;‘l‘t tout any remuneration, just for the love of the game and its progress in our schools. T am sure
1at very soon we will have a first class team tutored in the finest techniques of the game. Qur
; ‘ g JveeY and badminton has also been introduced to both boys and girls. But

fohﬁf;e&gifgﬁ‘l‘tf%“;; might Ufier‘_ it is unfortunate that the response from st-udgnta lea%ea much
L “n that the attitude of parents is the main reason for it. I might commend
t‘-mphasisinggthe i lf;lzi s:‘l?lt? In corpore sano” (a healthy mind in a healthy body) without over
sonality. Apartpi‘mm 1 games and sports in the building up of character and an integrated pr-

SUCOeBsive Vears our regular Inter House Athletic meets, our boys have been champio s in

at the circuit sports meet of (! S 1
e t 5 S mee olomb h T : im se ey
could not fare ag well at the Colombo South District Eﬁi::lﬁel;lééll ki R gt o
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SCOUTS AND GUIDES

We have been fortuanate in having had the close patronage and the guidance of ¢ "
Seout Commissioner Mr. Emmest Perera. Qur troop participated in many Nﬁn mdtwn':” Diiatri::
preral competitions. The scouts and their masters in enp are now making every offort to
come up to the standand of the best soout troop in the Distriet.

After many attempts to start guiding for our girls, we found that we were hampered by
a ot of red tape. At one stage, it looked as if we would not be able to have the cnm‘m v mcl;:
for the Silver Jubilee. But due to the relentless efforts of our guide teacher, the Chiel Guide
Commissioner. Mrs. N. N. D. Jills herself came and held the investiture ceremony on 10.8.76.
Thanks to Mrs. Jills. we had the guide company in readiness for the guard of honour to His
Excellency the President. Before the end of the term we would have formed the Little Friends
Company and Cub Pack.

INDOOR GAMES

The Inter House Tournament in Table Tennis, and Chess, were worked out last
year. Many students participated and much enthusiasm was evinced. The lack of a suitable
room for these indoor games is a serious handicap. 1 would like to acknowledge with thanks the
gift of the chess table and chessmen by Messrs. Brooke Bond Ltd. It is our hope that in an year
or two our students will be able to enter their tournament.

LITERARY AND DEBATING SOCIETIES

We have five groups of literary and debating societies—the junior (grades 3-5), the inter-
mediate (grade 6-8) the senior—(N.C.G.E. classes), the H.N.C.E. Union and the Higher Students’
Union (Advanced Level classes). Of these the Higher Students’ Union has been functioning with
much interest. Their team participated in Inter School Debating and fared well too.

Although there is no separate dramatic society, a high degree of talent was displayed at
the Yearly Inter House drama contest which helps us to select the best two dramas for the “Kalai
\izha " celebrations. Last year the drama competition took an interesting turn when although
Nadesan House snatched the first place for the second year in succession, the all girls cast of
Vaithiananthan House took the second place. The girls have proved that even in a boys’ school,
they could hold their own against the boys.

RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL ACTIVIES

The Hindu Students’ Union is the live wire of all religious activity in the school. The
biggest boon to the school is the beautiful spacious shrine room built in memory Of the late Mr. S.
Mahadevan, Hony. Secretary and founder member of the Hindu Educational Society. Very few
schools could boast of such a shrine room. Elections to the Hindu Students’ Union on a secret
ballot generates much interest and healthy competition. Every Friday morning and evening
regular prayer meetings are held and on other important Hindu Festival days special pooja are held.
Apart from the Guru Poojas of the four Hindu saints, the Navarathri celebrations take pride of
place. The students on a class basis organize the celebration on nine days. while the Vijayathasamy
1 celebrated in all splendour by the Advanced Level Students who are due to leave the following
April. The celebrations culminate with the Kalai Vizha which draws a large number of parents
and well wishers. 1In drama. music. and dance our students have done extremely well. It is a
matter of pride that some of our students have reached professional standards.

.. The Christian and Muslim students have their prayers separately. Every year the
Christian students organise a Christmas Carol. This year the Muslims students celebrated Prophet
Mohammed’s Birthday, inviting reputed guest speakers.

91

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



ALL ISLAND COMPETITIONS

i 3 sre /inni dals (first
yride that 1 record here the winning of two gold me

e ngetﬁliﬂlplace in four competitions on an lslapd “‘lde.l]il}aﬁlﬂ lasz‘tyea.x%. -
places) one - ran got a gold medalin the Arumuga Nayvalar Memorial speech competition for
ook gk ageslt‘laShel%ffdeen obtained the gold medal for the‘Tat_mI speech competltiortx) organised
L the Ma-gter E 1imssv in connection with the Mohamed Ali Jinnah centenary cele ratulm_ls' at
ey Pakl‘sl?ln Mn ter N. Arunan got the third prize in the All Island Short story Competition
th.e B:MaI };(; the B!;?t.iéh Council. His securing this prize br'ought honour not only to our school
mgams; dy artment and Ministry of Education as well, since ours was th_e only government
i to: it lace. In the All Island Seience quiz organized by the Associatiou for the Advance-
::ﬁi? lot;OSv:il?niepfor GCE (Advanced Level) Students, our team won the challenge shield for the

second place.

THE SCHOOL BAND

It is with great pleas

: band was organised last September and in a matter of three months they were
able to nffinsi%gg zilaiden pegrformance at the Silver Jubilee celebrations last year. Our
school band is unique in that it is a mixed band representative of the composition of the school
itself. They were highly commended by some of the distinguished guests at the last function,
and the credit goes to them and the teacher in charge.

CANTEEN

The coliege Canteen which was run by various caterers in the past, was taken over on 24.1.77
by the energetic band of teachers who form the executive committee of the Teachers Guild. They
were able to provide an excellent service at very moderate prices—less than those prevailing in
the restaurants close by. It is a wonder how they have been able to make an average profit of

Rs. 300/- per month. While congratulating them on their success, I thank them for offering a
few prizes for the function.

THE HINDU STUDENTS’ HOSTEL

Though the Hindu Educational Society did not hand over the Hostel to the department,
at the time the school was handed over, they have been spending much money on its maintenance
throughout. Not only students attending this school, but even students from Katubedde Campus
were helped with board and lodging. Nearly all the students in residence are from distant places.
We have ahout fifty of our students in the hostel. There is accommodation for another fifty. 1
must acknowledge here the invaluable services being rendered by the society to our college. I must
make special mention of the deep and abiding interest in our welfare shown b y the present president
of the Hindu Educational Society. Mr. K. C. Thangarajah. He has toiled hard and selflessly for
many a public cause without seeking the limelight. He is a tower of strength to the college.

Before I conclude my report. I must thank all those who have in their own way assisted
and co-operated with me in my task o

L ) task of administering this school. In particular, my thanks are
due to my staff [(tutorial and administrative) who have joined me in making Colombo Hindu College
the success it is today.

THANK YOU ALL,
K. JEGANATHAN,
9th July, 1977. Principal.

92




\Irs. Vietor Ten-
ﬁt--km;\ll being
g{l't"ﬂ-Tt-'ni with a
-}__u)lhiltv‘[ of flow-
ers

PRIZE DAY - 9th JULY

The

ad

The Chief Guest
enters the Hall




The Principal reads the Prize Day Report

The Chief Guest delivers the I

rize Day Address



SPEECH BY THE CHIEF GUEST

Hon. Victor Tennekoon
(Chief Justice)

PRIZE DAY 9.7.77

Mr. Principal, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen and of course most importantly
students of Colombo Hindu College:—

Let me begin by placing on record my gratitude for the privilege you have conferred on
me and my wife by inviting us to be your Chief Guests this evening I must confess to having
displayed some initial reluctance when Mr. Nadesan first spoke to me on behalf of the principal —
a reluctance may I say — that sprang only from the difficulty of finding something worthwhile
or useful to say to the kind of mixed audience of youth and age, of staff and parents, of educational
experts and laymen, and looking at the group on the stage, of judges and lawyers, that one is con-
fronted with on these occasions, It is easy of course to indulge in some prize day platitudes which
may even succeed in displacing a few election campaign newspaper headlines so dear to the hearts
of the Editors and Sub. editors. Mr. Nadesan, of course, would not take ‘no’ for an answer ; and,
I gather from the principal’s report, it is this great talent of his-among many others that has helped
to collect substantial sums of money for additions and repairs to the school buildings and for the
construction of quarters for the principal within the school grounds,

Aud so here T am still with the problem of saying something useful unresolved. T have
thought it best at this stage to have to find refuge in that favourite resort of lawyers-a precedent.
Justice Gratien, as Chief Guest at & prize giving faced, with a similar situation said that an occasio.
nal platitude is a useful thing and that a platitude becomes tiresome only when it is already univer-
sally acknowledged as the truth. “ For these reasons ”. he said ** I make bold to permit myself
the luxury of offering, in accordance with established practice, a few platitudes of my own this
afternoon . T will adopt that obiterdictum as my guide and procced.

Mr. Principal, T am glad to be informed through your report, of the genesis and the history
of this school. Tt is gratifying to note that Judges and Lawyers, among others, have played a
leading and significant role in its founding and its early development. I notice however an under-
current of sadness and frustration in your report. Are the great and dedicated effgrts of men
like Justice Nagalingam and others of the Hindu Educational Society,who with nothing to start
with, gave this school the grand and beautiful buildings we see around us today, to end with the
brick and mortar and tiles merely? That is the theme that seems to pervade the_princlpal‘s report.
'ou have reminded us that in his inaugural address Mr. Justice Nagalingam said that the college
Planned for, was one which was to be worthy of the community it has to serve and one which he
oped would be second to none in the Island. Events of a catastrophic nature appear to have
attered the frail craft of the new school and in 1961 the state took it over. Whatever the merits
of a fully state-controlled system of education, your report, Mr. Principal, has highlighted some of
the unintendeqd by-products of that system:

. First of a1, there is the loss of the guidance, devoted advice and assistance in the admmn:!.li;;
wation of s¢hool that is available from bodies of devoted trustees, founders &13d such like ;;v ¢
?aﬁ&ged the schools earlier. T am glad to hear thet the Hindu Educational &oclet'-yh.\]a;hic tW]::
;Lt!a]ly eclipsed so far ag the Colombo Hindu College is concerned after the take over, is like v to

® 1o take o greater hand in destinies of the school in the near future.

. . ; : i the trans-
One of the jm mediate consequences of the nationalised system of education was th

ference of on : Hgsy
L;e ;m of the effective control of each school to a remote centre in Malay Street. h.Dﬁf?nct;‘:i;iﬁégg
ans of the institution of regional directorates cures many of the evils of a highly
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. but at best a Regional Dire_ct.cr!'-(_!iL‘cumscribed as he is by nature of his
office can only offer a st.ep-nmtherly tutelage. The mdn'ld_ua! .s.c.hool ceases to be an end in 1?391{,
The schools all over the country become all mg-wheels of different sizes in a vast edt]catlona.]
machine. The whole system becomes dehumanised. Each sghool tends to become nothing more
than a factory or a secretariat where government employees in the shape 91' ?eachers come, some
to work, some to watch the clock and go away as soon as_t.he,y can. The Principals of these Elc_hpols
have to be men of infinite capacity and infinite ingenuity. For in the hea.rtbrea]iung conditions
that he is condemned to work in, it is almost an impt_)smble task to convert the brl_ck and mortar
of the buildings, however imposing, into a school W‘lth' an ethos, and a personality of its own.
Today we often hear the er “where are the great principals of yesteryear who made the namesof
their schools resound throughout the length and breadth of the country . A_nd the answer, some-
times thought to be justified on the evidence, is “ oh, they were always an lmpc:rted commodity.
This Island does not breed them. ” I think that is a totally false conclusion. We have the men :
what is needed is, even within the framework of the present system, a change of climate, a su.ff icient
area of independence from the centre so that there is room for the growth of individuality and
character in a school. In such conditions only can we hope for great schools and great principals
and what is most important a body of students for whom their old principals, teachers and school
remain always a source of inspiration throughout their lives.

system of management

A second handicap which schools suffer from today, from the point of view of the manage-
ments, is lack of control over the quality and composition of the staff. One reads frequently of
large numbers of school leavers being taken in, in thousands, as school teachers. One does not
get the impression that the intake is based on a study of the staffing needs of particular schools.
The primary objective is of course the laudable one of casing unemployment among university
graduates and others even less qualified. But mass intakes of this magnitude necessarily involve
a sacrifice of quality of the teaching at the altar of a God unconcerned with education. In the
result we get teachers who are poorly trained, who are often only a little ahead of their pupils and
who build up a good stock of copies of their examination and character certificates to help them
get a job outside the education service as quickly as they can.

A third problem is private tuition. Probably it is better to call it a canker. Mr. Principal,
the high condemnation, you have made of this pernicious outgrowth of the nationalisation of
edu cation is something I would like to endorse. The concern of the people of this country to secure
a literate educated citizenry is capitalised by private fee-levying tutors and tutories; some of them
in time assume the character of private, but nameless, fee-lévying schools. -

Mr. Principal, those evils in the present educational scene to which you yourself have drawn

x:.ltl.g:]r;tion will I hope receive the early attention of the authorities and measures adopted to uproot

Mr. Principal, in these days of hectic speech making, I i igati
! s ) g, I have I think an obligation to be
?}:Lefl.m];_’»iiling gf.]ud:ge I also have to avoid controversial topics lest T appear to be publielgy endorsing
human &ctjiv 7 ,m}(' PATLY, 0% &notfler-a,nd politics, since it now embraces nearly the whole field of
bom érmogi'ﬂ{’a‘fﬁ out very little that can be called non-political. Even the subject of educa-
iy I‘Et.n.in i',hl"i-l' w 11' 1l ¢ tquvs,t]ona (_)f political clont.rovers_\_?. There are however some old truths
il fa.ct(;ri;a 1di y‘b The aim of eduea.tl_cm is not merely to produce productive workers on
ey wind.om m'tast ulmnessmen or nff'lmals. The first duty of a teacher, it has been said
abovehisolid schnéllimn BEaue. 1Tmf—‘ education does not end with school leaving. Over and
something of their liﬁgsme‘? lm‘.m]E certain attitudes certain traits of character and a drive to make
st o o s "}Tltc})-lo s cannot by themselves do much to produce such qualities. The
e e hie ; e Tch{ml provides must receive reinforcement from family life and
Mnch of thic brod gion, from local traditions of enterprise and the broader life of the nation.
burden must necessarily fall on parents who must be ready and willing to collaborate

with the Principal and staff i
st ki, ma-nf.t and also to devote something of their time to their child so that he may
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In this context Mr. Pr incipal, your plan for greater show of responsibility by parents in the
matter of maintaining and inculcating discipline among the students will I hope fall on responsive
ears. No nation no school and no family can prosper without its members being guided by a sense
of discipline ; and in that regard “ catch them young ” is one of the best pieces of advice one ecan
give. It is useless running away from the truth that experience has taught us, namely that dis-
cipline cannot be effectively inculeated into children without adopting a system of rewards and
punishments. By shirking their duty when the children are young parents are only storing up for
themselves much unhappiness for the future.

May T conclude by congratulating the principal and the staff on the many achievements

that the school has registered in the face of great odds, and at the same time wish the school all
success in the future.

THANK YOU.

Take vime out to work — il is the price of Success.

Take time out to think — it is the source of Power.

Take time out to play — it 18 the secret of Youth.

Take time out to read — it is the foundation of Wisdom.
Take time out to be Sfriendly — il is the road to Happiness.
Take time out to dream — il is making you a Star.

Take time out to love and be loved ~ — it is the privilege of the Gods.
Take time out to laugh. — it 18 the music of the Soul.

AN IRISH PRAYER,



EDUCATION FOR TOMORROW

BY

W. D. FERNANDO,
(Director of Education, Colombo South)

Education is a subject that rightly interests everyone for, it is the factor that determines,
the quality of life of the individual.! Man is an all important entity and of all the varied resources
on earth human beings are the greatest. Shakespeare in Hamlet says :

“ What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason! How infinite in faculty !
In form, in moving, how express and admirable! In action how like angel! In
apprehension how like a god! The beauty of the world!”

But man with such a potential if he fails to get the correct type of education during the years of
his schooling, far from performing wonders and being * the beauty of the world ’, becomes a liability

and a threat to society.

To-day approximately 2.7 million children attend schools in Sri Lanka? and the state
provides free instruction at the primary, the secondary and even at the university level. Free
education has been given in this country during the past three decades, but the adult population
of the day comprises a very large segment of those who are of little use either to themselves or to
the country. In the Colombo District alone, the number of the unemployed is approximately
two and a half lakhs, and among them approximately sixty five thousand are those who have had
a minimum of ten years of schooling.2 This phenomenon which is shockingly disturbing is mainly
the result of implimenting educational programmes divorced from the socio-economic needs of the
times.

Education can never be isolated from social change. “The Vice-Chancellor or the
primary school teacher who sits in an ivory tower serves no one except doubtfully himself. He
must be robustly responsive to the winds of change but not be over sensitive to every fashionable
breeze, ** for ” society has probably changed more in the past three decades than it did in the pre-
vious three centuries.”

_ In the remote past, man travelled at walking space ; then in wheeled carriages drawn by
animals and subsequently in vehicles worked by the combustion engine touching a maximum speed
of about a hundre_d miles an hour, but to-day astronauts move through space at speeds on the
order of 40,000 kilometers per hour. In the area of communication our ancestors had to depend
on a messenger but to-day the telephone, the telex and the teleprinter have enabled communication
between any two points in the globe possible within a couple of minutes. The advancement of
%ﬁmce and the expansion of technology have made a tremendous impact on our mode of living.

e progress of knowledge had assumed such dizzying speeds in the past two decades, it is safe to
:ﬁsugﬂc’ t-}la.t what is known to-day will be out of date to-morrow. *° The knowledée explosion,

e development of instantaneous communication, the revolutionary changes in the developing
countries have brought us to a state of well-nigh universal perplexity and frustration.*+

Hence all of us, parents, teachers, and adults. who are i i i

. s, , teachers, 8, are interested in the education of our
:glcllirf;lt?}l:Stafzei:e(:}mt“‘t:‘ It'O these changes. Memorization of a whole heap of facts, that we used
e stIi)II el iﬁvfﬂil1 ¥ 1t.;le use to-day. * Eduecation that is primarily fact oriented — as most
i st s e;me ully out of date.5 There should be no doubt whatsoever, that there
o s K t.m:ng Langes }:n the curriculum and in educational methodology. Factories,
il b ave changed out of all recognition during the recent years but still the
8 10 be what it was about thirty or forty vears ago, and the teachers therein
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painfully prepare their pupils to a world which will never come into being. One of the root causes
of the recent wide spread student discontent and rebellion has been the sterility of the curriculum
and the rigidity of the age old methodology adopted in the class-room. The educated person of
to-morrow must be able to control the rapid changes which technology would bring, Man must be
dominant and not the electrie circuit in the machine ! Therefore it is obvious that no ready made
answers can be given in the class-room because no one however clever he may be, could anticipate
the problems that the children of the day would have to face when they enter the unknown world
of the to-morrow as adults. Hence the demand in the future would be for men who could make
bold and eritical judgements in novel and unexpected situations in a rapidly changing world and
who in a sense have the future in their very bones.

In this context the age old practice of teaching should give way to the act of learning
The atmosphere in the class room must be conducive for pupils to gather knowledge through their
own activities and experiences. From their infancy, children should be given the freedom to think
for themselves and find the solutions for the problems they encounter. ‘‘ While not ceasing to be
taught, the individual should become less of an object and more of a subject. . . . . He assimilates
knowledge by conquering knowledge and himself, which makes him supreme master and not the
recipient of acquired knowledge. ’3 Tt would be very sensible to assume that very soon half the
occuputions of the day would either lose their importance or vanish altogether for ** technological
innovation reduces the life expectancy of any given occupation. ”7  Already machines have begun
to perform a variety of routine tasks replacing men and therefore what is required is to increase the
individual's cope — ability — the speed and economy with which he can adopt to the continued
change. To achieve this objective pupils must be instructed to learn, how to learn, unlearn and
relearn and use the information acquired intellgently to solve the unexpected problems of to-
morrow. “* To-morrow’s illiterate will not be the man, who can’t read and write ; he will be the
man who has not learned how to learn ? 7
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the 3rd prize in the All Island Short Story Competition held by

*stor awarded 4
e The British Council in October 1975

PRELUDE TO RETIREMENT

BY
ARUNAN NADARAJAH

s were not going too well at the Galle Railway Station that busy morning. If he
had his ol\t{ftvev;y, tlloughtgthegSt.at-i011 Superintendent, Mr. 8. K. Arasaratnam, he would have
secked his station master long ago. Just when he was wanted most the station master W xjeseka_tra
was not in the office and there was no sign of him anywhere. As Mr. Arasaratnam had no authority
to sack him, he controlled his anger till the offender appeared again and set about to do some of the
Station Master’s duties himself.

First he ordered the telephone operator to contact Kalutara South Railway Station and
to find out about the trains that had left for Matara. He had to appease this crowd of angry
would be commuters, who were demanding an explanation as to why none of the three trains sche-
duled to leave Galle for Matara, In the past one and a half hour they had not appeared. In addition
to this no less than six station attendants had picked that day to be absent. KEven when everyone
was present, the station lacked personnel. Therefore on that day the station was almost paralysed
and the task of unloading the goods, in chaos. The station was filthy and incoming trains were
getting unneccessarily delayed. Mr. Arasaratnam directed the clerks who had only office work to do
but work that could wait, and the attendants who were doing other work to help in unloading the
goods. As he snapped out his orders, the station Superintendant wished not for the first time that
he had a more responsible Station Master.

Just then the train to Matara came thundering into the station and came to a halt to the
accompaniment of banging and clanging of metal. Mr. Arasaratnam noted with relief that all the
annoyed passengers to Matara had managed to get in although the train was nearly full. After
a few minutes the already late train gave one shrill whistle and left the station with some commuters
standing on the steps of carriages and clinging on to the bar for dear life. As the train had requested
permission to leave a wagon, which had a damaged connecting mechanism, on the unused last track,

Mr. Arasaratnam agreed and the engine driver parked the wagon a few feet away from the dead
end of the unused track, which was track number five.

After attending to some more petty complaints from irate passengers and engine drivers,
he walked towards the station office. M. Arasaratnam was an aging man in his fifties and would
be retiring next year, after nearly thirty years in the Ceylon Government Railways, which saw him
rise from the minor position of a clerk to that of a station superintendent at one of the important
stations on the busy coastal line in the south-west of Sri Lanka.  As he strode briskly down the
pla.tform. he surveyed the people at the station. Fisherwomen with baskets of stinking fish taking
t.h’e previous night’s catch to be hawked in the city; white collar workers trying to beat the nine
O’clock Lleadhr_le to th’e office; hef‘f.y looking labourers off to their respective wm:ksites, some of whom
;‘l’]‘i‘r‘r‘:'i)?ﬂgage-d H;Frepalrmg the rmlway‘ lines closeby; families with some cumbersome luggage pre-
fruite :n%?';? It on al l}"“d&}' and their well wishers; vendors trying to sell newspapers, gram and
Fost thom Cf_;’}li";elf 1€ porters running about and pushing trollies loaded with goods and luggage.

;| n the uhunu Kumari 7’ the coastal line express roared into the station and at once a
pandemonium erupted with everyone running about and shouting. Pieces of paper and other

?r};g;i-}; twere ﬂY(ilnf all over. He had seen similiar scenes several times in his career, mused Mr.

it djﬁicuiﬁ:)ncige W?tﬁt;}lild f‘%e glad ‘i\;hﬂn the time came for him to retire. Recently he was finding
he office w : i : = 3 :

The Station Master’s duty of Hr—n_sr alone and the wisdom of some of his decisions were in question.

rally running the station was certainly not for him now.
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As he entered the office he noted the Station Master was still missing, Seeing him come
in the telephone operator Kulatunga looked u p and said, ““ T rang up Kalutara South and they gave
details about all the trains to Galle ', * Never mind that now ", said Mr. Arasaratnam wearil
but after second thoughts added, * Keep it somewhere in case it is needed again”. * By the way
Sir, "’ continued Kulatunga “ the head office in Colombo also rang up and they said a special train
bringing some foreign officials to inspect the Galle Harbour will be coming here this morning. It
is to remain at the station and to leave for Colombo again in the evening . My, Arasaratnam
asked Piyvadasa, the man who was in charge of the arrival and departure of trains, which track
could be used to keep the train till evening. ** All the usable tracks will be busy all morning and
again in the evening , Piyadasa replied, ** only track number five will be free . All right then,
when the train arrives get someone to tell the engine driver to park it on track number five.”” Then

with all the earlier briskness from his walk gone he went into his office. There he found Stanley
Perera, the Assistant Station Master waiting for him.

Mr. Arasaratnam recollected that Perera had gone to Colombo to meet the chief Admin.-
strative Officer about a proposed plan to revise the coastal line railway and had been away for a
few days. Perera was a young man about twenty nine years of age and thought Mr. Arasaratnam,
perhaps the only really responsible man under him. It was Perera’s calm efficiency that kept the
station running fairly well, despite the conspicuous incompetence of his senior, the Station Master.
So Mr. Arasaratnam briefed him on what was generally happening at the station and thankfully
handed over the Station Master’s responsibility to him, confident that Perera would manage things
well and sort out the mess the station was in that day.

But Mr. Arasaratnam’s troubles for the day were not yet over. In fact they had just
begun. He had forgotten the wagon which had been left on the last track and he had not mentioned
about the special train to Perera. Piyadasa too had not bothered to tell Perera about it. So

when the special train arrived two hours later, Piyadasa gave the engine driver Mr. Arasaratnam’s
orders, without Perera’s knowledge.

Mr. Arasaratnam was writing a report on the financial situation of the station and its
budget to be submitted to the head office for approval and endorsement, when the loud erunchi
sound of metal smashing into metal followed by even more terrifying noises and the high pitched
scream of a man, made him jump from his chair and rush out of the office. Not troubling to use
the overhead bridge he crossed the platforms and tracks running towards number five, where the

accident had taken place. Everybody at the station was running with equal haste towards that
track.

A hideous sight greeted him there. The wagon, or at least what was left of it now, was
Smashed, its metal framework torn apart and was lying overturned on the track. Tht?re was no
need for anyone to tell him what had happened. It was too obvious to him. The engine driver
had reversed the special train into the track unaware of the wagon parked there and had collided
into it. The impact had sent the wagon hurtling towards the dead end of the track and crashing
mto it, had spontaneously turned over.

Sipi But what made the accident horrifying was that the wagon had fslion ont & stalion ehoase

tisena, who had apparently been in the vicinity. Now he lay screaming in agony, his legs and

Delvig shattered and still under the wreckage of the wagon. Blood gushing from the tortured man
4d begun to form a large pool.

The realization of the terrible mistake he had made and Sirisena’s injury made Mr. Ara-
:;ra.:lam Weak and he felt as if he was going to faint. Stanley Perera too had arrived ;t thet?;::relg
the g ﬂ"’,t'a-klng stock of the situation and assesing the damage. If Mr. Arasaratnam hla;- me:li&;e i
he ]“P(fcml rain to him, Perera would definitely have prevented this accident from taking p ;

Hoticed the wagon lying idle on track number five. Anyway it was too late to regret now.
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Seeing that his chief was in no condition to take charge he decided to take over himself. He gave
orders to the telephone operator Kulatunga to notify the closest hospital and request an ambulance
and a doctor to be sent over.

He also told him to inform the police. He then directed some of the station staff to form
thand barricade to keep back the crowd while he and several others tried to lift the disintegrated
wagon and comfort Sirisena.

In a few minutes the ambulance arrived with the doctor, followed by the police. They
immediately took over the task of keeping the crowd at bay. Sirisena was pleading with the
doctor to put an end to his suffering. The doctor opened out his medicine chest and took out a
syringe and gave Sirisena a dose of morphine and gratefully Sirisena went to sleep The doctor then
said to Perera * I want this man out and please hurry . Perera called some more of the station
staff and together they tried to lift the wagon but to no avail. The wreckage would not budge.
I want this man out at once ” insisted the doctor urgently. Perera told the men to put all their
strength in a desperate attempt to lift it. They then strained every nerve and pulled at the wagon
till it seemed that hands would break and slowly the wagon came up a little. ** You can take

th ]

your own time now ”, said the doctor calmly, “‘he died just now ".

That was the day Mr. S. K. Arasaratnam, Station Superintendent of the Galle Railway
Station retired from the Ceylon Government Railways, after nearly twenty eight years of distin-
guished service.

“Many men have been ca

generius thing.” pable of doing a wise thing, more a cunning thing, but very few a

POPE.

“I am indebted to my father for Living, but to my teacher for living well.”

ALEXANDER OF MACEDON.
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Essay that was awarded the First place in the Senior Lssay competition

WOMAN’S ROLE IN THE WORLD OF TO-DAY

Woman’s rights and women’s Lib movements are the talk
impetus has been given to this today in view of the fact that 1975
women's year. In a world that is facing multifarious problems today, the fact that the United
Nations of all bodies, should have declared this year a woman'’s year gives everybody food for
thought. Down the years, from Eve the first Wwoman on Karth, man has dominated the scene,
throwing woman into the role of scrubber of pots, mender of clothes, and bearer of his children.
Both in the East and in the West, she has been considered biologically and physiologically weak,
one to be protocted ** a thing of beauty "', a sex symbol and so on. Even when somebody thought
of elevating her position in society by saying that ** the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world e
her role was that of only a mother, and not in the capacity of a ruler.

Man perhaps, in the early stages of civilization may have treated her on an equal footing.
In some countries where aborigines still live in their primitive state sociologists have discovered
that woman is man’s equal, and in some instances occupies a superior status. Woman’s relegation
to an inferior position is probably an out come of civilization. Probably man found it advantageous
to make woman dependant on him. In India sati —the custom of & woman immolating herself
on her husband’s funeral pyre was purely due to economic reasons, She would have indeed been
in a helpless state should she have the misfortune of her husband predeceasing her.

Much water has flowed under the bridges since then. There have been women who have
gone off the beaten track and earned eminent names both for t i
History resounds with the names of the biblical Deborah, wh

Byzantine Empress Theodora who was responsible for Justinian’s famous legislation and Catherine
the Great of Russia whose skills were innumerable. From the maid of Orleans Nefertiti to
Elizebeth the first of England, women have left their mark as rulers. India’s symbol of bravery
Jhanse Rani and France’s immortal Joan of Arc are other eminent examples. Then there are other

noble women like Florence N ightingale and Madame Curie who have contributed much for the
betterment of humanity,

today the world over, Greater
happens to be the International

Accountants, Judges and have even taken up successfully non-traditional roles such as execu-
tives truck-drivers and zoo-keepers. 1In the Soviet Union the scientific, and technological research

fields are ““ Manned *’ by women. They are not only successful, but also put in that amount
of dedication and service which only women can.

In politics, although general participation is not high, women have taken top leadership
voles, today.  Sri Lanka led the world by electing Mrs. Srimavo Bandaranaike as her Prime Minister.
She has been followed by Indira Gandhi and Golda Meir. Then there is Argentiana’s Isabella
Peron who took over the Presidency on the death of her husband. The latest role in Politios is
that of leader of the opposition which is being played by Margaret Thatcher of England. These

women have acquitted themselves very creditably even when they had to face difficult problems,
teeding momentous decisions.

World-wide changes with regard to the role played by women are apparent. Finland
l{."a'd‘.s Europe with regard gto the nun%her of highly plaged women with Sweden second, In th,B
Soviet Union women out number the men in the medical profession, while 37% of the count.ryts
wyers anq 32% of her engineers are women. They were also the first to send a \fom&ntem;:
51%8:0&. From Japan which has had the traditional reputation of obedient passive WIIW% }f'ina&no
> dventurous women made the hazardous climb of Everest and earned world fame. o it % YoOr
= d”icflminatiun exists. In India women have for quite some time been in the ijoie tli(:;ll -
inaﬂﬁf l‘grla}- Jvomen acquit themselves very creditably even in the field of &d}mléll?nl‘; i T
his ;‘ role of dedicated service to humanity no man has earned the fame tha

Arned, ip Bangla Desh and India.
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. world today is facing serious economic problems with ecost of hvmg_ esca,_latmg. every
country bT}Itlltl in0 ltllilt, Wes?t- and in “the East, faces ha_rdships. Woman can heipl in th-lts sphere, by
expanding her interests from that of balancing family budgets to _helpmg to p anl 01.1] a suitable
economy for her country and by contributing of her utmost 1'.-0“-31'(!3 bettering her ot m}(l that
of her fellow men and women. Then there are other pr'nhllems of a sociological nat-‘urel partl.cularly
with regard to youth and their problems. Drug addiction and a host of other vices continue to
creep into society, causing many problems. Both at home and in the community, women's services
can be utilized towards eradicating these. Women can also contribute towards world peace by
making a study of Inter-national problems.  She should widen her mt.grp-st.s-t‘hc-y should no longer
centre round her personal appearance, maintaining the house beautiful, rearing kids, culinary
efficiency and dress making. Political advancement, science and technological research. preserving
cultures ‘and traditions, advancement in industry, should receive her attention. Her llrnl_ts should
not remain at biological level, but she should contribute much in the field of fine arts and literature.

To let the woman achieve and give of her best a change of out look on the part of man is
necessary. He must join her in all her household chores. She must be free to ;ea.liae her potentia-
lities, and devote her time and energy to follow the pursuits she is interested in-No longer should
she be a symbol of * sex ’ suitable only for advertisements of Air-line services’. Nor should she be
ridiculed as a symbol of fury by naming every typhoon or cyclone a ¢ Julie ’ or a Katy ! Let her not
be thought of as * womanly * but as human. Her role will then be more fulfilling. Woman today
therefore plays a very difficult role from that her sisters played a decade or two ago. This can
lead to a more satisfying way of life for both women and men.

MYTHILI JEGANATHAN
Grade 12. (Science)

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM OF UNITS

From time immemorial man has been faced with problems of taking measurements in his
day to day life, mainly in the advancement of science and technology to improve his living standards
and to further his knowledge of all wordly and universal phenomena. He had to specify certain
fundamental standards on which he could base all his measurements. Different nations had
different standards as their basic units. Thema in fundamental units involved, were the measure-
ment of le{lgt-h, mass and time. The ancient civilizations had their own measurements. The Egyp-
tians, the Sumerians and the Mohenjodaro, Harappa civilizations had various standards of measure-
ments. They used materialssuchas beads, seeds, nuts ete., In the Britishand American system they
had the foot, pound and second as the respective units of length, mass and time. The French and
Sﬁm% other nations h?d the centimetre, gram and second as the corresponding units. Perhaps as
the French and the Germans were more advanced in their scientific research and experimentation.
the British introduced the French system of units for their scientific purposes. This involved a
set:, of.convcrsmn factors and ta.l_)les tointerpret scientific results in terms of engineering and normal
I];::frt;cal meam:lr?ments for which the Dlil(.'-, ton, the hour ete. were more convenient. The cent-i-
has t.}feg;?}?&a,ﬁ “ h’(ﬂ:ﬂgﬂ :;lu I:ned f;lllt to be toosmall for practical measurements. But this system

g¢ that the smaller units were related to the larger units in multiples of ten such as

10 Millimeters ... 1 Centimeter

10 Centimeters ... 1 Decimetre

10 Decimetres ... 1 Metre
1000 Metres ... 1 Kilometre.

In electrical encineeri
second, almoiut.ih:ltﬂ,-T,l:{{i];ﬁf'::}ﬁ :r:]m;n “TI'"“' "]‘l"“-“ systems of units viz. the centimetre, gram,
3 » LDLUTOSURUIC BYSUE wsed on the electrostatic inv 3 :
gram second absolute electrc e ‘trostatic inverse square law, the centimetre
te electromagnetic system based on the magnetic iufrerae square law and the
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practical units. The process of conversion from one system to the other made calculations more
problematic. 1In 1909 a system of international electrical units was agreed upon. The units were
so defined that they could be physically reproduced without much difficulty in any standard
laboratory by means of specified conditions. These units have now turned out to be just of histori-
cal interest as new definitions have been introduced as with the passage of time a
cies were found between the values of the international and absolute units.

To get over the problem of three systems of units, Giorgi proposed as far back as 1901
that metre and the kilogram should take the place of the centimetre and gram as the fundamental
units of length and mass respectively, and that the second should be retained as the unit, The
conservative British Electrical Engineers did not introduce this system known as the M. K, 8.
(metre, Kilogram, second) system until 1956 when they decided to make this system compulsory
though they had earlier realised its advantages. There would have been some practical difficulties
in introducing this system such as introducing a legislation in parliament and specifying and making
new standards to suit this new system. The Civil, Mechanical and the other Engineers took a
further decade and a half to introduce the new system. The scientists gradually followed the
engineers and the process of metrication became permanent. India has already introduced the
metric system, while America and Sri Lanka had decided on the gradual change over to the metric
system. Most other countries are operating on both systems. But eventually all countries
should switch over to this new system to standardise and to make international transaction easier.

lot of discrepan.-

The International commission on weights and me

: asurements was introduced in 1970.
“The International system of units ** mainl ¥ based on the ab

ove M. K. 8. (metre, kilogram second)

system:

' Length ... Metre
Mass ... Kilogram
Time ... Second
Electrie current .« Ampere
Temperature ... Kelyvin
Luminous
Intensity J ... Candela

The metre is the length equal to 165076373 wavelengths of the orange line in the spectrum
of an internationally — specified Knypton discharge lamp.

The kilogram is the mass of a platinum-iridium cylinder preserved at the International
Bureau of weights and measures at Sevres, near Paris.

The second is the interval occupied by 9192631770 cycles of the radiation corresponding
to the transition of the Caesium—1 33 atom

... The Ampere is the current which, if maintained in two straight parallel conductors of
infinite length, of negligible circular cross-section, and placed 1 metre apart in a vacum, would
Produce between these conductors force of 2 x 10 Newton per metre of Length.

The Kelvin is 1/273.16 of the thermodynamic temperature of the triple point of water

i8 0.0].c.

Hence 0.c = 273.15 Kelvin
A tempel‘aturcinterval of-10 —'a temperature in interval of one Kelvin.,

l'sggoooThe candela is the luminous intensity, in the perpenduiclar direction, of a surface of
]

< Square metre of a black body at the temperature of freezing platinum under standard
TMospheric pressure.

he new international standard of measurements will be much more convenient and useii(ul
In schools as children in the primary grades it used to take a very long time to make

eart the various tables of measurement, and teaching these to pupils zlvasu tﬁfzndlog:
% Pupils to grasp. Hence this new system is bound to facilitate trade and all finan
gs.

MISS P. INTHIRESWARY,
G.C.E. (A/L) 114 Arts.
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Prize winner — Intermediates Essay Competition

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A SCHOOL TEACHER

He is ‘ Arul’ to his fellow teachers and ‘Sir” to the Sc}l:_ool hc.:yé“. l _His nan}e is

ham. Though the boys address him as * Sir * they refer to him as * Gir among them.
%?ilzl‘l%litr}ll? to them tg)gecause his voice is that of a girl. All the boys in the school like him, not
because he is a ‘ Girl * but because he is good all round.

; gins at 5 a.m. and ends at 10 p.m. He is a methodical man. He gets up
sharp at .’?;uéxs \(i?t;l Eﬁ%’ aid of an alarm clock and ﬁ!].ighes all his normal * duties * (You know what
I mean by duties) and takes his seat in the ofﬁce-ro_om at 5.30 or thereabout. From !‘-hat time
onwards till he gets a call from his wife that the morning meal is ready l}e is at \'vorlf. His work is
school-work — almost always. He is a good teacher but appears peculiar to his wife.

His wife goes close to him when he is at work and talks alland sundry from fish, to Singapore
nylexes but he is deaf to all her utterances.

When he is out of the house by 7.15 a.m. he walks with long strides to school which is
about one mile away. He is frugal-saves fifty cents a day — after all he is a Jaffna man.

He enters the classroom and all the boys stand up and say ““ Good morning sir : ” He
hears the word ** Girl 7 as some boys say * Good morning girl . This annoys him. * Let me know
who said girl ? he shouts. Nobody answers. All are silent. This annoys him still more. He
shouts ‘ All of you get out, stand in arow. Stretch out your hands’. He gives a cut to each boy.
By the time he gives a cut to the last boy he hears the word * Girl * coming from a boy at the begin-
ing of the row. He gets fed-up. HE gives up. He orders the boys back to their seats.

Now he begins to teach them, explaining matters so that even a child could understand.
But there are * donkeys " in the class who cannot understand. He questions the ‘ donkeys ’ and the
‘ donkeys ’ give stupid replies. By the time he makes the donkeys understand, he is exhausted.

He knows his stuff. He explains well. His illustrations are wonderful. The arguments
he puts forward are very sound. He draws logical conclusions. In other words he is a very good
teacher.

Some boys in his class count the number of times he uses words like ‘and so on, in the same
way ' etc. but none of the things he teaches them gets into their heads.

By the time school closes, he is dead tired. But he is happy that he has imparted know
ledge to his students. He walks home but not with the long strides he took when he came to school.
He takes double the time to get back home.

His wife is there to welcome him with tea, with little or no sugar. He does not comment
about the lack of sugar in the tea for he realises that it is he who is to be blamed. He rarely gives
money to buy extra sugar at Rs. 6.00/- per pound. His wife tries to get round him with a smile and
s!owly comes out with her desire to see a film. She boasts about the film “good actors, good direc-
tion good acting good songs good. . . . . good:w sy " Arul closes his ears “Enough” everything
is gopd for you but I don’t have enough money.  ** Wait till the salary day *’ he says. His wife
obediently say“‘Yes” to him. Again he goes and takes his seat in the office room correcting exercises
and preparing the next day’s work. And so ends one day in the life of our ideal school teacher.

G. R. A. FRANCIS,
H.N.C.E. (Sc.)
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MUTINY

At 5.30 p.m. on July 21st in the year 2018, the Space Station Adonis 111 could be seen
adrift about 300 million miles from Mars. In the astronauts quaters of the doughnut 'sha.ped space
craft, the commander Randolph Campbell was aimlessly watching the hands of his wrist wateh.
He was waiting till 7.00 p.m. when the time lock of the door leading to the eontrol z00om would
open. As time passed his despair began to increase. So to take his mind away from the present
he began to look back to the events that had led him to this predicament.,

It had all begun when the second of this series of Space Stations, the Adonis 11,
returned from a journey on which it had ventured as far away as 200 million miles off Mars, nearly
two years ago. Astronauts in that epic flight had detected radio si gnals originating from the planet
Jupiter. For over three decades similiar signals had been detected coming from several stars,
caused by variations in their electrical and magnetic fields. But these signals were exceptional
in that they, unlike the others, always followed a regular pattern coming between equal interavals
of time. Moreover it was the first time that such signals were coming from a planet. It had
sounded as if some other being was trying to contact the Adonis II. Back in Earth the findings
had created quite a sensation. Although previously the possibility of finding life in J upiter had
been a million to one chance everyone had now begun to talk aout the possibility of finding life
there. But what kind of life could exist in Jupiter ? What sort of being could survive when the
surface temperature was nearly 200 degrees centigrade below zero and the atmosphere was com-
posed largely of the gases ammonia and methane ?

The space station Adonis ITI had baen built to investigate these signals and if possible to
orbit the giant planet, which had aroused great interest in recent months. Its construction had
raised a lot of controversy, because a powerful computer known as the Gemini Network, had been
installed and given unprecedented control in flying the Space Station. Unlike in all earlier space
crafts where the human brain had been dominant, in this the human brain shared power with the
computer. Many leading scientists condemned this situation as dangerous but it was considered
necessary in order to reduce the strain on the astronauts who had to make a tedious and lonesome
two and a half year Sojourn in outer space without all the means of relaxation and companionship
they had been used to. Nevertheless after careful consideration three men Randolph Campbell,
Norman Howells and Roger MacNeil were selected to f ly the space station. It was launched on the

13th of September 2017 from Marino Inter-Planetary Base on Mars.

The first few months of their flight had been uneventful, but on the 4th of April. 2018,
after covering nearly 200 million miles they too had picked up the radio signals and in turn had
begun to send out similiar signals At the 250 million mile post, on the 27th of May , communications
with Marino Base ceased. Radio interferences from other sources made communications just
impossible. That day onwards the three astronauts felt extremely lonely and cut off from civili-
zation and loneliness led to depression and in its wake many intensely human and psyehological
problems cropped up.

Campbell’s watch now showed the time to be 5.51 p-m. In addition to his frustration he
Was now getting to be a bit frightened. He wished that the time clock had hev‘n set to open mut?h
carlier. How could he wait that long ? Would it be without losing his reason ? He had to regain
his composure, his fears had to be allayed and his nerves soothed. He fell into a reverse agui.

One day, soon afterwards Roger Mac Neil spotted an object in space in t-l‘le dlre(EthD.‘ of
Jupiter. They observed it with keen interest for a few days and were now sure that it was headmg
to-wards them and it could be a space ship of some sort. This discovery thrilled them and they
cagerly waited for it to get closer. Meanwhile another grave matter confronted them. '1:113 o
buter, Gemini N:-'l.\‘l’(u'k.E;\'hit:h to start with had been extremely 11.1@(*.]{ pe hetoming morclmdi:]}llﬁn-
dant and with its language of dots and blanks-punched on paper-it was now not only telling them
what to do but was aﬁsu?'r-fu.ﬂing to take instructions from the astronauts. . guld 21

Four davs passed. The object had now come close o'nr_mgh to be ulenuthed dtcrruetlltl(m;
45 & very smal] space craft obviously from Jupiter and was coming towards t-hem‘ oy ﬁ Lok
"Peed. They had now to decide on their plan of action A dialogue with the Gemini Ne
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) ' » astr : »d to capture the craft and return to Marino Base immediately, but
:lr:esuNegﬁt-“"I;l:l; eltlﬁsicllozll&?;:e:f l:riwvs. Ilt) insisted that they should continue thelr‘ glloumte)i-; a.lo_ngslﬁc
the alien space craft and learn more about the Jovians. 1t further threatened to takeover the
Adonis if they refused to comply. i} it :

In the days that followed as the conflict between the two partlt‘j lrllt-EnSIflle(} the alien
space craft had been approaching them rapidly. Suddenly when it was a few hundrec fohpusafgd
miles away it began to send out powerful signals exactly like the ones they had been relcel\mig or
so long. The urgency of the situation had prompted both s_tdes to agree to a comprqmlsec.l _ft }:.va,g
decided to capture the craft and if it was an unmanned f hg}}t they were to retain it and if there
was a Jovian present inside, they were to release the craft after making contacts. But whatever
happened they were to continue their journey.

On the 7th of July the space craft had come close enough to be observed quite clearly
through the electronic visionoscope, a modern and powerful version of the telescope. After many
years of research, during which man had conquered the moon, Mars and Venus, this was the first
time that man was observing an alien craft. They had made preparations to capture it. Within
the space station there was a launching chamber which was used to launch two mini space modules
kept in the Adonis. They had decided to trap the craft by using the same method by which they
brought in the mini modules after short reconnaisance flights. They had brought the Adonis to a
stand still and waited with mingled feelings of nervousnous and excitement. ~When the craft
was only a mile away it had ceased sending radio signals and had drastically reduced its speed.
From then onwards it began to amble towards them at an infinitesimal speed. The craft was not
attractive to look at like their massive and sleek Adonis. It had a cigar shaped body with a large
bulb in front and resembled a fish without a tail. From a glass screen on the bulb came an eerie
vellow light, which was more like some liquid with a large amount of florescence. It was
indeed a sinister looking object. There was no sign of life in the craft.

Campbell with some difficulty, brought his mind back to the present. He consulted his
watch and saw that it was now 6.13 p.m. His agitation began to subside slowly and he became
calmer. Only then did he notice how much he had been sweating. His specially designed overalls
was completely soaked. Again his thoughts began to wonder. When the space craft was only
about 200 yards away Campbell ordered the Gemini Nettwork to begin the seizure. A powerful
magnetic field had been switched on and instantly they saw the small space craft leap towards them
under its pull. But the next moment it stopped obviously struggling to get away, but it was no
mateh to the power of the Adonis andsoon, it had been steadily pulled towards the launching chamber.
When it was only 15 feet away the crafts two huge mechanical arms had shot out and grabbed the
alien object. ~Although it was well and truly caught, the craft had not given up its flight, for the
next moment they saw the arms shudder, almost giving way and thousands of electric sparks
flew from them. But soon the eraft was whisked into the launching chamber and the door slammed

shut. The entire operation had lasted 14 minutes and six seconds and now the craft was in the
safe control of the Gemini Nettwork.

The Nettwork had then probed the craft and made some startling discoveries. The craft
had been found to be completely filled with liquid ammoia and there was a Jovian in it. He had
})::&r“nl.lk?j arn_\-'tlhllng they had imagined even in their wildest dreams. He had no distinquishable
s 0;5 and was like a mass of spongy protoplasm needing liquid ammonia for life. Now Campbell

eelrhe( to make some contacts himself by means of electronie brain telepathy. He had strapped
Eél tthE sPeculﬂ helmet which automatically plugged two wires to his head, one of which was tuned

2 e ;w?l:re ength in which his brain naturally sent out informaton. The Gemini Nettwork had
?t-s %ge(_ e c;lt-her ends of the wires to the Jovian with the other wire tuned to the wavelength of
telep;at.l}zlf‘:‘r:g utél.;pd 1wlrc in between passing through an amplifying instrument. Electronic brain
=i tge £ by art.? culizl\ fmc with living creatures when they don’t speak the same language.
to the brain of i -1":;161".-0 their respective wavelengths the thoughts of one being is relayed on

‘C“anprell switched on the transmitter and began mentally questioning the alien.
Did you come from the planet Jupiter ?
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“Yes " came the answer.
" How are you born and brought up there ? **

“ We are born from a female Jovian after 25 months of pregnancy, a Jovian month
being composed of 40 Jovian days. We are given the choice of becoming a male or g female soon
after birth and are brought up accordingly. I chose to be a male, We are treated as nymphs until
we are two years old, when we are granted rights. Our life span is about 15 years. Campbell
knew that a Jovian day lasted 10 hours and Jovian year nearly 12 terrestrial years,

" How far have the Jovians advanced in space research ? '

" Since there are no planets very close to us, we have only succeeded in completely ex.
ploring our four satellites and have traveiled as far as 200 million miles towards Mars, the closest
planet. Soon we hope to send a space craft that will reach Mars .

Campbell had felt that the Jovian was under severe mental stress as his answers were in
waves of pathetic feelings. Most probably he, being used to subzero temperatures, was finding
the temperature of the Adonis controlled at a moderate 24 degrees centigrade, too hot.

" Who rules Jupiter and how is it adminstrated ?
The answer came even more pitifully.

** A Supreme Council of the Realm controls the planet and makes all to level decisions.
There is a hierarachy of members of the council who impose their control through a series of less
figures, going right down to the ordinary citizen. Law and order is maintained by the threat of the
death penalty which is imposed even for minor offences **.

Campbell had decided to stop the conversation. The alien had reached breaking point
and Campbell ordered Gemini Nettwork to reduce the temperature in the craft. Then all three
astronauts had gone to their living quarters, the residential section of Adonis ITI where the ini
Nettwork had no control. There, in whispers there was a heated discussion of the Nettwork’s
refusal to obey them any longer. They had to plan their strategy to get the Jovian back to Marino
base. In the end they had decided that the only way to achieve this was to dismantle the com-
puter and fly back to the base by themselves.

But before they could implement their plans the first tragedy had struck them, Camphell
and Howells were in the control room when they heard an alarm bell go off, followed a little later
by a high pitched secream which rent the silence of the Adonis. Immediately both men had jumped
to their feet and began to sprint towards the engine room from where the scream had come. There
they found the body of Roger MacNeil, his face distroted beyond recognition and his body turned
all blue and white. He had been electrocuted by a cireuit of several thousand volts. Campbell
had demanded an ex planation from Gemini Nettwork. The Nettwork had given its printed answer
stating that a leak that had started in an electrical circuit had set off the alarm and that when
MaeNeil came to investigate it he had unfortunately been electrocuted; it had also added that the
leak wag being caused by a damaged aerial on the exterior surface of the Adonis and that it was
unable tq repair it.

The two astronauts. very much shaken by this accident, sealed the body pf MacNeil, to

be taken back to Earth for burial. * Later Howells had volunteered to go out and repair the damage.
mini module with Howells aboard had been launched and he quickly repaired the defect. Then
¢ second tragedy struck. The Gemini Nettwork refused to let Howells come back into the
Adonis, Campbell had written his question ** what is the reason for your disobedience? "’ and fed

gltﬂkﬂ‘n(' Nettwork Soon the Nettwork sent out its long printed answer in its language of dots and
Anks

from oy  You think I am a mere machine made to obey your [‘-Ornfrn{;ndﬂa \r]og1?t;rllu:u:vg:1ff:;:n;

a,s,-,.: _0”"'“’ You have encountered. [ am very much more pf)wef 1 ag o ey eng bemy 1

likeq SPark of life in me.  You thought you could have your own way orde dg ¢ ot i

nna'nd never bothering to take heed of my advice. Later on you even plotte tolltlﬁmo -

Not li: Ju Spoke in whispers in the residential section where I have no power, ?uta thoug'r S
T you dircotly picked the ultra sonie vibration’s caused by your voices from the ai
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; . ed Mac Neil and also it was I who damaged the aerial. Soon I will be
Lﬁféin? {Eh:a 31(::;;;}10::13[ then flying to Jupiter and if possible landing this station there. Do not
t-l:Y ﬁghg me or it will be your turn next ”’.  As an additional precaution the Gemini Nettwork had
locked up Campbell in the residential section with a time lock, suitably set so that he could not
intervene before Howells was dead. . .

When Howells heard of his fate he had tried to enter the station by foree but was unsuccess-
ful. Faced with the prospect of being suffocated in the mini module at 4.16 p.m. when the oxygen
supply of the module was depleted beyond endurance level, he had left it and in his space suit began
to wander about in space. Soon he had begun to wriggle and then struggle fighting desparately for
life giving oxygen. After some time his struggles had begun to abate and soon he was dead._ S}amP.
bell had watched with agony Howells last actions and this with the memory of Mac Neil's dis-
membered face had almost driven him mad. But it also hardened his resolve and he vowed that even
if he had to die he would see that this station did not fall into the hands of the Jovians. But the
prospect of utter disaster loomed large before him.

The time was now 6.56 p.m. and Campbell looked through the Vis@onoscope in the residen-
tial, Perhaps, he thought for the last time. For a brief moment he admired the grandeur of the
Andromeda Nebula, which lay on his right. Directly in front was the giant J upiter now less than
50 million miles away looking awesome, sinister and over powering .He glanced to his left and the're
he saw the corpse of Norman Howells, now drifiting further and further away from the Adonis.
His mind was in a chaos. Unable to control his emotions any longer he burst into tears,

Then composing himself he made his preparations. He donned a suit which could withstand
high voltage electrical circuits and armed himself with a spanner and a batttery operated metal
cutter. Now or never, he thought and glanced at his wateh. It was 7.11 p.m. He opened the
door which had kept him imprisoned all this time and dashed down the corridor towards the central
control room. Almost immediately the Gemini Nettwork activated its defences and an alarm
bell began to ring.  As he approached the control room he saw that its door was beginning to close.
He mustered all his stamina and almost flew towards it and make it into the room in a fraction of a
second before the door slammed. Wasting no time he went towards a panel where he knew the
germarium brain core of the Gemini Nettwork lay. He started the metal cutter and began to
cut away the metal casing of the panel. The Nettwork attempted to electrocute him but Campbells
suit stood him in good stead. In no time he cut away all the metal casing and now he only had to

unscrew a concrete slab to knock out the Nettwork. He whipped out the spanner and began to
undo the bolts.

Now the Nettwork had begun its death struggle and more sirens were going off. Suddenly
the room was lit by a blinding red light. “ Oh no, not that *’ thought Campbell. It was the light
warning that the nuclear engine of the Adonis was going out of control. But Campbell carried
on nevertheless and the Nettwork set off another siren, louder than the rest which wailed like a
child erying for mercy. Turning a deaf ear to it, Campbell removed the last bolt and opening the
case plucked out the small glass cube containing the brain core, and held it in his palm. That
cube which contained only a few table spoons of the semi-conductor germarium, had virtually

controlled the Adonis and had been responsible for the death of his two colleagues.

But alas, what was happening ? It looked as if the Gemini Nettwork with its brain control

removed had gone berserk. The whole station began to shudder and shake viol
8 tly. The next
moment at exactly 7.38 p.m. the Adonis III exploded. dj = i

ARUNAN NADARAJAH.
12 C (Maths)

The consideration that human

irey, happiness and mor
continue to prompt me to promote the

g al duty are inseparably connected, will always
former by inculeating the practice of the latter.”

GEORGE-WASHINGTON
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MY CLASS

Grade 9 ‘A’ is like heaven

With a jolly band of forty-one,

We all study and then we play
Always obey what our teachers say.

Thaya is clever and kind

Who our jokes does never mind
Navaratnaraja is calm and quiet
Tries his best to be very bright.

Anjalan has curly hair
Makes fun of us which is not fair,
Vasantha is our cricketer

Shouts aloud at the boys when School is over.

Senthamil and Navayogan are best of friends,

They much like to run on errands
" Mano ” our little mister
Acts like a little inspector.

Kanna who is a Singer
Shakes often his little finger
Saththian our Monitor fine
Checks Moses many a time.

Jeya our mischievous lad
Makes us all laugh like mad
Sandu our stylish boy
Dresses like a handsome boy.

Mrs. Jayawardena our teacher dear.
Who at times makes us fear

But Lawani Mohan our jolly brat
Makes us laugh over that.

S. BASKARAN,

Grade 9 A,

_—————

OUR GIRL-GUIDES

Thirty active Girl - Guides - We,
8th Mount Lavinia Company
On August 10th we Joined this band,
To *“ Be Prepared ** and * Lend a Hand ".
This Company to form anew,
Good Mrs. Jilla steered us through ;
With Ranger, Uma by our side,
0 éncourage and be our Guide.
Smart Mrs, Jeyaratnarajah
Has captained us with Zest and Care
© mould us well above the rest,
And make oup troop Sri Lanka’s best ;
our Patrol Leaders guard us close,
Jrehid, Sun Flower, Lotus, Rose
2asanthy, Shanthy, Adirai, Ranjini ;
mrnfftrtnvxx personified — gll in symphony.
€ Ve passed our tender-foot and now.
‘3'3“ morn observe a faithful vow :
"&zd do our best  to God and Land,
A0d help whomever, whenever we can :

\

8TH

And so equipped wend our way,

Trusty loyal, helpful, gay —

Sisterly, Courteous, Kind, endure
Obedient, Smiling, Thrifty, Pure,

Whistle Signals guide you through,

Four short blasts will muster you ;

One sharp blast — *‘ Attention ”’, please !
A Long drawn Sound — now stand at ease
Short and long blasts — oh beware !

Sure alarm you, danger there !

Tracking signs with sticks and stones,

Go alert lazy bones.

Various knots will stand good stead,

To keep your wits when camps ahead ; 7
* Birds and Inseets, Fruits and FIowe::? :
“ Teach you natures wondrous powers”’:
(_fampﬁre.s, hikes and jolly songs

Brighten Life and right all wrongs.

“ Be prepared ! ' Our Motto Mind,
Excelsior ! Lag not behind.

MOUNT LAVINIA GIRL GUIDE COMPANY

Colombo Hindu College, Ratmalana,
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OUR COLLEGE SPORTS MEET

ook place on Sunday the 22nd of Februar% 11?76 on our College
: ; isti ’ Flag, The College song was also
; b at 1.830 p.m. with the hoisting of our qulege g,
gg‘;.lds’l‘hel%h?g? E‘ruest was? Mr. K. B. Ratnayake the Minister of Sports and Transport.

The children belonging to the four houses namely Mahadevan, Vaithianathan, Nadesan
and Nagalingam sat in their respective tents. These tents were beautifully decorated with crepe
paper and balloons. There was also a large tent for the visitors and the parents.

iti i s and the events were interestin

There was keen competition between the different houses an vent ing
to watch especially the relays. During the interval there was a colourful drill display by the girls.
There was also a March Past by the students. The girls squad and Nadesan house squad won the
first place for the March Past. : :

Mahadevan house became the champions. The Chief Guest made a very interesting
speech in Tamil and Mrs. Ratnayake awarded the prizes to the winners. A vote of thanks was
given by one of our prefects Master N. Arunan. It was a day that we will not forget for a long time.
We were given a holiday the following day.

Our College Sports Meet t

ANUSHYA RASIAH,
Grade 7.

——

A MEMORABLE DAY

It was a Saturday. My friend Suresh and I decided to have a picnic on the beach. We
packed a delicious lunch and set off in high spirits.

We took a bus from the town. The bus was crowded with passengers and all seemed to
be making their way to the beach. Suresh and I were very happy. We sang songs seated at the
back of the bus. The bus reached the village at about 10 a.m. We got down from the bus and set
off along a road which would lead down to the beach.

The sun was shining brightly, and colourful birds were singing everywhere. We could
see the sea in the distance. We began to run down to the beach as we wanted to get there as
quickly as possible. The sea lay before us. The water was a bright blue colour. We took off our
shoes and began to wet our feet in the water. There were many people on the beach. Some
children were bathing in the sea, others were playing cricket on the beach. There were ice-cream
vans and gram sellers. Some children were flying kites. We bought some ice-cream and ate it.

We began to walk along the sand. We could see the small crabs running along the sand.
We chased them. There were many lovely shells all over the beach and we eollected some to take
home. At abcu’ 12 we decided to have our lunch. We sat under a shady tree and unpacked our
sandwiches. We were very hungry and ate up every thing we had brought. After lunch we

played cricket on the beach. Some other children saw us ioin i W
2 ) : > ) and w . ;
had a very enjoyable time playing on the beach. whttel Wi R .

At tea time our new friends iseui
gave some cakes and .
oot A8 e T AN and biscuits. We then had a race from one

Sorech ar&i ‘}'ageag.’g“é’ ‘:’]I’-m-.‘ The sun had begun to set. The birds were returning to their nests
o iman Sivad ided that we should go home. Carrying the shells we had collected we set off
» tired but very happy. Iknow that this day by the sea, will never fade from my memory.

J. E. PUWANESWARAN,
Grade 6,
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AN ACCIDENT THAT I WITNESSED

It was a Wednesday. The time must have been about 2.30 p.m. T was standing at the
bus halt. The School had just closed. My sister and I were waiting for a bus to take us home,

Usually during this time of the day, the traffic on Galle Road is not heavy. There were
a few cars going in both directions. Buses at this time were very few. 1 saw a bullock cart going
slowly with a load of grass. There was a lorry parked quite close to where we were standing.
This lorry was loaded with bunches of plantains. These bunches were being carried to a shop
close by.

A young boy was riding a bicycle and going southwards. He was riding fairly fast. As
he approached the lorry loaded with plantains, he swerved right, in to the middle of the road to
go past it. At that time a car was travelling very fast in the opposite direction. We heard a
crash.

We all rushed to the spot. Oh, the poor boy was sprawled on the road. He lay face
downwards, Blood was oozing from his mouth. He was badly injured His bicycle was just twisted
metal. The car had halted about 20 vards from the spot, its mud-guard bent.

Soon a erowd gathered. They stopped a passing car. They put the injured boy in it
and despatched him to hospital. The driver of the car had also come to the spot. People began
abusing him. He explained that it was not his mistake.

Someone must have informed the police. Two policemen came on a motor bike. They
inquired as to what had happened. They then took measurements and noted it in their note book.
After this they asked the driver of the car to go to the police station. They wanted to record his
evidence. They also requested eye-witnesses to 2o to the police station.

It was a very sad incident, indeed. We were very sad, and related the story to my mother.

M. SUGUNA,
Grade 8A4.

l

THE MAHAVELI GANGA DIVERSION SCHEME

The Mahaveli Ganga is the largest and longest river in Ceylon. It is 206 miles long. It
never dries. It falls into the Bay of Bengal at two places.

The course of this river will be changed to flow through dry lend. The scheme when
tompleted will be the largest of its kind in Ceylon. The place that will first come under irrigation
Will be the North Central Province. The Kalaweva will have more water in it.

. The scheme will irrigate in all 900,000 acres of land in the Rajarata, of this 650,000 ac:er;
il be new land. This will he more than 1} times the total number of acres now being irrigatec
b all the large irrigation schemes in Ceylon. L

: The scheme is a multi-purpose one. It will prevent floods. L_Iﬁear]y‘llﬂo El.‘_[u!i:;f:} w;ﬁ
% low lying land near the mouth of the river will be made fit for cultivation. The main crop
* Paddy; cotton, sugarcane and ground nut will be the chief cash crops. ]

' : er
A larg(- amount of electrie power will also be p[‘ﬂdllCBd. With the help of electric pow
many, new industries can be opened up. ) ‘ ezt
; More than g million persons will get work under the scheme in agriculture as we
"Mdugtyy, persc

N. RATHY,
Grade 7.

Produceqd
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AN ADVENTURE I HAD

' led near my house. The police were looking fo}- a gang of
bb L?sﬁlea‘ﬁ'?ﬁrgmhzugﬁc;gso? ?]ilgnf‘ that the robbers had hidden the stolen booty in a cave in
robbers.
the heart of a jungle.
i he jungle in search of the cave. On th
ie d I decided to go and explore the jung ) >
int dM gaf.riigieiiutl on our adventure. We were walking th_rough the jungle when suddenly
ap??u'lﬁfd stopped and showed me a huge rock. We approached it and went round the rock. To
tl:ii‘j- ;;;prise “{Lp saw a deer, at an entrance to what seemed to us a cave. I went and tried to open
the door, it opened.
We entered the cave and closed the door behind us. It was dark inside, ijut we had two
- d ere able to sce. There was something shining in one corner. It was a trunk.
P iotin 1t Thes 1 jewels and precious stones of all kinds. A little beyond there

I opened it. There were beautifu
was a passage. We went through it and came to another small cave. There were a number of

boxes. We opened them one by one. They were full of jewels and money. There were beautiful
wrist watches with gold straps too. They were glittering in the dark.

While we were walking around we heard a noise as though someone was opening the door.
We heard the voices of about five or more people. We switched off our torches and quietly hid
behind a box. One of them came very near us, opened one of the boxes and took a handful of
precious stones. While doing this one stone slipped out of his hand, fell on the floor and rolled
towards us. The robber flashed his torch in our direction and found us hiding behind a box. He
shouted, ““ strangers, strangers . The other robbers came running. My heart was beating fast.
We decided to run away. One robber held me by my hand. In trying to free myself from his
clutch I hit his hand. The blood streamed and he let me go. We ran towards the door. To our
luck it was open. We ran for our lives and came to the town.

We went - the police station and reported everything. Ten armed policemen came with
%!Lto the jungle. We reached the cave. The policemen loaded their guns and went inside the cave
ey caught the robbers and took all the boxes that were in the cave. When we reached the police

tit'?]ti%“f the Inspector thanked us for our help in catching the thieves. This was the best adventure.

And z at v : : . : 5 ;
e allia c{;e;;?.w’ I know that you will not believe all this, you don’t have to believe it because

P. THIYAGARANJITH,
H.N.C.E. (Sc.)

“All those who have medi
e editated on ¢ . ; :
of empires depends on the ¢ Bheabion of y(:::fh“’f( of governing mankind have been convinced that fate

ARISTOTLE.
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§TH MOUNT LAVINIA GIRL GUIDE
COMPANY REPORT

11th August 197 6, was a memorable da_y in the history of Colombo Hindu College. It
o5 the Inauguration Day of the 8th Mount Lavina Girl Guide Company at our College. For the
Erst time, thirty enthusiastic recruits were enrolled as Girl Guides by Mrs. N. N. D. Jilla our Chief

(Commissioner.

After the office-bearers were elected in the 1st term of the year, we had the opportunity
of conducting Guide Meetings regularly on Thursday to prepare for their Tenderfoot Tests.

In the 2nd term a much appreciated demonstration on knots and Bandages was given
to us by Miss Shantha De Alwis from St. John’s College, Panadura, and Miss Kusuma Balasooriya

from the Blind School, Ratmalana.

We had the pleasure of paying a visit to the Blind School where after seeing the achieve.
ments of the poor handicapped blind children, realized the vast capabilities afforded us and the
immense social-service that lies before those of us who are so hale and hearty.

We were called upon to help the Blind Children at their sports Meet and it was sheer
pleasure to help them, and to watch their interesting events.

It is heartening to see the enthusiasm shown by our Guides and I hope they will keep it up.

Our sincere thanks go to Mrs. N. N. D. Jilla without whose ready enthusiasm and efforts nothing

would have been possible. She went quite out of her way, first to inspect and test our Guides, and

later to enrol our Guides. We are deeply indebted to her for her help and guidance, and the fact

tCha.t- she was personally present for our enrolment ceremony augurs well for our College and
'ompany.

In eonclusion, we are deeply grateful to the Principal Mr. K. Jeganathan for the help
encouragement and assistance given to us in all our activities. It is our earnest hope that our
guides will bring honour to the Girl Guide movement, and to our College.

Mrs. M. JEYARATNARAJAH,
Captain.
8th Mt. Lavinia Guide Company.

““Talents are best nurtured in solitude; character is best formed in the stormy billows of the world."
GOETHE,
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JOURNEY TO WILPATTU

. saying thal he w i
g o e dlghc Y sy e s o
; o 1 i T i : rat 6. a.m. i - : |
It was on a Friday eV f'll“:]ﬁ. journcy on Era,‘t-mdﬂ.‘ ; is friend of our trip to Wilpatty
take us to Wilpattu. We startec My. father had written to h
axe : .m. 2

at 8.30 a
reached Puttalam

. . er breakfast we were Impatient
- his home. After npat;
: d breakfast at 0 lilpattu early. My father’s friend
We went to his home ﬂ{%%rhfo tell father, to 1'11\1 us ttol gillgr;n s a,f}'rt-(.'moon 71 b voouid
to Wilpattu and asked mo 'l e plan was to go to \-’i-;Ipa.t. 1‘1 S e Bersii bt i N
?h%oofferheard this told us t.lllﬁ"_t tlhloggitalit"’- He and his family b
¥ Foies 1d enjoy his hos J
be pleased if we cou

time pass very quickly.

i journe T lling for forty
o of our journey. After trave 1ty
‘e started on the second 'Iei, 0 )¢ . e L
After a late lun_ch vla)e Sltglrte%re were all delighted. \'-'t e hzi.gtttc?r t;:rxl‘g - aﬁowed i ZO
g e SIgItl O'z;\'s a person. Father handed him a .
‘ nce to the gate was : Guide.
ﬁ;c:'hti;?;zetuary. He provided us with a

: -t hat we should not toot the horn or
3 . He made it clear to us t 351 bk o

i ol Wt b eyt f bl

make big noises. e It was a fine sight to see them. e

2 deerl,{laopa;ds I{E\L’?ngr};};aken ‘:o the circuit bm}gilor‘:: a:’rs? a:?;?d}:;v{::) flaglils;e}-slrtﬁ'tea. We shared

B ds at Puttalam made plenty of short eats . d. At 6.00 p.m. we saw

el R The bungalow was by the side of a pond. il ol

rt eats with the guides. g ight. We left the bungalow at 7.00 p.m.

El;:dsshgf d::r going to drink water. it ﬁage&;%‘;g}’lzﬁ};taftﬂ thanking t.hecgmde il theh " ﬂice:

left the Vgilpntt%rsaiﬁiﬁaéﬁlzﬁzh W:a had a nice dinner at Kochchikade and reached home at
he gate, we dro ] o 3
'i“ijs;.gm. What an enjoyable trip_it was.

K. SWARNA
Grade 8 A.

|

THE STUDENTS CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT

The Christian teachers and
in an entirely Hindu atmosphere
the magnanimoyg gesture.
This has helped them to take
and get-togeth
only Participat
to maintain g

1 ra,yel'ﬂ
students have had the rare privelage of having reﬁ“;i:;;m for
and we are thankful to the principals both past arto conduet it-
We have prayers every Friday and each class takes t.url; carol services
initiative and leadership. We have had Christian P.Iﬂ'cy ;15 They not
er and have received the fullest co-operation from the non-Christians.

e but also help the christj

2 el ed them
ians in what ever way they could and this has help
very healthy re]ationship.

RAJ
OY WIJAYA {
" President 8.0.M
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SIVAKAMY HALL

We became the proud possessors of a new hall — The Sivakamy Hall on the Tth
of December 1976. It had long been a dream but it became real by the untiring efforts of our
Principal and our Parents Teachers Association. It fulfilled the great need for a hall where we can
assemble together.

It was ceremoniously opened by the President of Sri Lanka His Excellency William
Gopallawa. It was a very simple but an impressive ceremony. The school was decorated in true
Sri Lanka style with tender coconut leaves. We had a lot of our Parents and well-wishers who
came early and waited for the arrival of the Chief Guest. He arrived promptly on time. He was
welcomed by our Principal and Staff. The newly formed School band also joined in the welcome
with its maiden performance. Our Scouts and Guides formed the Guard of honour.

The Chief Guest was taken to the hall by our Principal. He opened the hall by lighting
the lamp at the auspicious time. The priest chanted some mantras and invoked the blessings of
Lord Nataraja. The founders and important invitees were given seats on the stage and the others

filled the hall. Our school choir sang the school song.

Our Principal Mr. K. Jeganathan welcomed the Chief Guest and the others. It was
followed by the unveiling of Portraits of the three founder Members who are no longer with us.
We are very fortunate in having one founder member with us.  He is M. S. Nadesan, Q.C. who is
a great source of strength and encouragement to us. The great service rendered by the three
Founder members — the late J ustice C. Nagalingam, the late Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan and the
late Mr. 8. Mahadevan were recounted by Mr. V. Manickvasagar retired Judge of Supreme Court,
Mr. C. Balasingam retired Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health and Mr. V. Sivasubramaniam,
retired Judge of the Supreme Court. The Chief Guest delivered the speech. He traced the
history of the school and extolled the virtues of Hindu Culture. He said that this school is to
the Hindus what Ananda and Nalanda Colleges are to the Buddhists of Colombo.

The vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. S. Visakasundaram, Vice President of the Parent
Teacher Association. It was seconded by our Senior Prefect.  The School band played
the National Anthem and the day’s ceremonies came to an end.

It was a memorable day in the history of the school.

GEETHA SHANMUGAM,
Grade 11C.

. “Never say, ‘No': Never say, ‘I cannot’; for you are infinite. Bven time and L i
nothing compared with your nature. You can do anything and everything, you are almighty.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.

ligh Tﬂ;th i85 80 great g perfection, that if God would render himself visible to men, he would choose
"Iht for hig body and truth for his soul.”

PYTHAGORAS.
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SCOUTS REPORT

INAUGURATION

; lana, became the members of the great
Hindu College, Ratmalana, b i ’
i the year 1974, when Colombo Dm‘trn::t.f wJas ce:ebliaét;:g l’]’_‘ti %laﬂ_:lond
Brotherhoosd Of{;?:guts'lf&s grgat event took place on the 26th of January ; e National
Jubilee in Scouting.

Training Commissioner Mr. B. Billimoria inaugurated it.

The Scouts of Colombo

INVESTITURE OF SCOUTS

: : the 8th Piliyandala Scout troop was held on the

e scoult;’?l;‘:fzg:: :ﬁec:;?;:r?ggoifand guida.nce{;f the District Commissioner, Mr. Ernest

Joees SePtembe;k » Present Principal, Mr. K. Jeganathan for giving us every encouragement

Perera. w_'e tha. 0;1;‘“1 eveht Also we think it is very appropriate to mention tha.t tl}e Scouts

oy t‘Jhm]':}lli sgwfﬁue e Ral;ms,la,na, — who were then members of the Coloprq District Scout

?}f Slfloali‘;me Iih:: regiatir,ed Scouts under the Pili_ya,ndala, Moratuwa Scout District.  Thereby,
45 ScI::auts were enrolled as members of the 8th Piliyandala Scout Troop.

CAMPING AND SHRAMADANA WORK OF SCOUTS

tember 1975 Three nights camping out side school premises was held at Moratuwa Maha
Al Vidya.la._fa we participated in the Inter troop competitions and won the
second place for marching.

3rd April 1976 The Scouts participated in second night out camping at Hindu College
Square. Here, the Scouts of the 8th Piliyandala Troop were highly
praised for erecting extemporaneous tents. 4 Scouts participated in
the Investiture Ceremony.

7th August 1976 Scouts had their camp site at the College Grounds. Investiture of

twelve Scouts was held during this camping.

9th April 1977 Our Scouts had their camping at Kottramulla, off Nathandiys and had

a Swimming test too.

ANNUAL DISTRICT RALLY

Our Scout troo

Sxalilc p has participated in three Annual District Rallies and have won
several Prizes in the Inte

r Troop Competitions.

1975 2nd Place for Marching.
1976 Ist Prize for Best Gateway.
3rd Prize for Best Scout Troop.
3rd Prize for Best Scout Craft.
1977

2nd Prize for Best Gateway.

2nd Prize for Best Camp Site,
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The Boy Scout Troop - 1976



The girl guide Company - 1976



Brother Scouts of Jaffna Hindu College were here in 1976 and 1977 for camping. We
jointly participated in Shramadana work and Campfire. We thank them for coming here the last
twoyears and creating co-realationship between the Brother Scouts of the Scout Movement.

THE PRESENT STRENGTH OF THE SCOUTS

Total number of Scouts is 53.  Out of this, there are 10 1st Class Scouts, 20 — 2nd Class
Scouts, 33 Tenderfoot Scouts and 18 yet to be investitured.

Special mention should be made that the Scout Master Mr. M. Ananddakopal and the
Assistant Scout Master Mr. N. Sambasivam are wood Badge holders. Our school is the only
school which has been blessed with two highly qualified Scout Masters.

In conclusion eventhough our former Principal Mr. K. Sivapalan inaugurated the Scout
Movement in our school, the real credit goes to our present Principal, Mr. K. Jeganathan for

giving us all encouragement in every aspect to make this Movement a great success. Special

thanks should be given to our District Commissioner Mr. Ernest Perera for his guidance at all
moments,

M, ANANDDAKOPAL,
Scout Master,

I shall pass through this life but once,

Any good, therefore, that I can do

Or any kindness I can show to any fellow creature,
Let me do it now.

Let me not defer it or neglect it,

For I shall not pass this way again.'*
ETIENNE DE GRELLET.



TAMIL SPEECH

HOUSE Primary Junior I Intermediate | Seniors TOTAL
Mahadevan 3 3 1 7
Nagalingam . 5 5,1 11

4 Vaithianathan 1 5,3 5,3 17
Nadesan 1 1
ENGLISH SPEECH
Mahadevan 3 b 8
Nagalingam | 1 9
Vaithianathan 5,3 51 5,1 3 23
Nadesan ‘ 3 3
TAMIL ESSAY
Mahadevan 3 3 5
Nagalingam 53,1 5 5 5 o1
Vaithianathan o1
Nadesan 1 31 5
ENGLISH ESSAY
Mahadevan = 5.3 -
Nagalingam :
Vaithi : %7
althianathan 3 - - -
Nadesan —
1 5,1 7
- MUSIC
N[B.h -'drd evan
e — == b
Nﬂga‘xlingam i T 3,1 9
Vaithi;l_na_[.'“_a_], Satiie S o B 5 3 8
e e 1 :
Nadesan N ) pe e [T, e N iy
8 . ] 5,1 9




DRAMA

Mahadevan
Nagalingam

Vaithianathan

Nadesan
MAHADEVAN NAGALINGAM

3 11

8 2

24

13 0

9 8

3 0

48 45

|
|

VAITHIANATHAN

17
23

1
7
1
3

52

S W O o>

NADESAN

N O O o W e

32



Name of Pupil

b

F}(

-1

10.
11.
12.

13.

14.

8. Premaruban

Saradha Karuppiah

Malini Ariaratnam

8. Ilankumaran

Utharai Ratnasabapathy

Ignatius Rathy A.

Senthilpuspa Balasubramaniam

S. Kugananthan
Y. Parthipan

K. Logendran
S. Shanthi

B. Sureshkumar

Kasthuri Ratnasabapathy

8. Thugilan

M. Navalar

2244
Lu!_,'

Year

19756

1976

1975

1975

1976

1975
1976

1976

1975

1976
1975

1975
1975
1975
1975
1975

1976

1976

1976

Class

i

11

11

11

111

11

111
11

11
11
II
II
II

Prize

Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetie

Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetic

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil
Arithmetie

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil
Arithmetic

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

Tamil

Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetic

Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetic
Tamil

English

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

Tamil

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

Arithmetic

Gen, Proficiency
Tamil

Tamil
Arithmetic
Arithmetic

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

(Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetic

(Glen. Proficiency
Arithmetic
Tamil

i‘lace
st
2nd

3rd
3rd

st
2nd

st

2nd
2nd

1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd

2nd
1st
1st
2nd

3rd
Ist

2nd
1st



Name of Pupil

16.

17.

18.

19.
20,

29.

30.

31,

NamagalMurugiah
Suganthy Balasubramamniam
Sudharshini Jeyasingam

Jeyaranjini Jeyasingam
Sumathy Yogeswaran

Shakila Kulasingam

Nirmala Augustine

K. Udayakumar

Pottu Mayandi

Manonmani Selliah

M. Ramesh

8. Lingendra

Jeyamani Sekar

Maheswari Maharajah

P. Manoharan

T. Sel varajah

—

]
-

Year

1976

1976

1976

1976
1976
1975

1976

1975

1975
1976

1975
1976

1975
1975

1976

1975

1976

1975

19756

1976

Class

1

11

11

W oW

B W e w

2

Prize

Tamil
Arithmetic

Tamil
Arithmetie

Tamil
Arithmetic

English

English

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil
Arithmetic
English

Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetic
English

Gen. Proficiency

Tamil
Tamil

English

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

Arithmetic

Gen. Proficiency
Arithmetie

Arithmetie

Gen. Proficiency
English

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

English
Arithmetic
Tamil

Arithmetic
English

Arithmetic

Place

2nd
3rd

2nd
2nd

1st
3rd

2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd

1st
1st

2nd

2nd
2nd

st

. 2nd

2nd

1st
1st

1st
1st
2nd
2nd

2nd

1st
2nd

2nd



Name of Pupil

31.
32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

41.

42.

8. Suwendra
M. Ranjan
M. Vignarajah

J. E. Puvaneswaran

Anandini Kathirgamamoorthy

Manora Rasiah

S. Baskaran

Manjuladevi Krishnan
A. Charles Karunaharan
Jesu Rose Rasiah

Anushya Rasiah

8. Mani

122

Year
1976
1976
1976
1976

1976

1976

1976
1976

1975
1976

1975
1976

1976
1976
1976
19756

1976

1975

1976

Class
4
4
5

A v ;v o ov & O

Prize
Arithmetic
English
Gen. Proficiency

Gen. Proficiency
Science

Soe. Studies
Hinduism
English

Tamil

Tamil
Arithmetic
English

Gen. Proficiency
English

Tamil

Maths

Soc. Studies
Science

English

Maths
Christianity
Arithmetic
Tamil

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

English

English

Maths

Secience
Soc. Studies

English
Christiu.m'ty

Gen. Prof
Tamil
Soc. Studies

Tamil
Soc. Studies

Place
Znd
2nd
2nd

1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st

1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st

2nd

. 2nd

2nd
2nd
2nd

1st

2nd
2nd
2nd

2nd
1st

2nd
1st
1st

1st
2nd



Name of Pupil

43.

44,
45,
46.

47.
48.

49.

51.

52.

53.

54.

56,

a7,

Sundaranayaki Sivaguru

M. Pathmanathan
Anne Augustine
J. 8. Daniel

Sujantha Amirthalingam

S. Krishnamoorthy

Harini Suhanya Shanmuganathan

K. Suganthy
Gowri Manickam

W. Sudhahar

R. Milton Sathiaraj

Sharmini Nadarajah

Kalpana Amarasingam

M. Srigowripalan

Rathy Navaratnam
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Year

1975
1976

1976
1976
1975

1975
1975

1976

1976

1975
1975

1975
1976

1975

1976
1976

1976

1976

1976

Class

6
7

TA

8A

TA

7A
7TA

TA
8A

TA

- 8A

-

i

7

Prize
Tamil

Gen. Proficiency
Science
Hinduism

Hinduism
Christianity

English
Christianity

Hinduism

Gen. Proficiency
English

Maths

Science
Hinduism

Gen. Proficiency
Maths
Science

Gen. Proficiency
Hinduism

Tamil

Tamil

English

English

English

Science
Christianity
English

‘Gen. Proficiency

Science

Maths

Gen. Proficiency

Tamil

Maths

Hinduism
Maths

English

Place

2nd

st
2nd
1st

1st
1st

2nd
1st

1st

st
1st
2nd
2nd
1st

1st
2nd

2nd

 2nd

1st
2nd

2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
2nd
2nd
1st



Name of Pupil

58. S. Prathapan

59. M. Sathiaseelan

680. Sharmini Ariaratnam

60.2 R. Sothyvannan

61. Jerry Ponraj

62. R, Reginold

63. Pathmawathy Sinnathamby

64. K, Thulasidas

65. Sumathy Marina Anthonymuthu
86. Valliammai Balasubramaniam
67. Jegathambihai Perumal

68. 8. Devairrakkam

69. C. Mahesaratnam

Year

1976

1976

1976

1975

1976

1976

1975
1975
1976
1976
1976
1976
1976
1975

1976

1975
1976

124

Class

7B

8B

7B

8B

8A

7B
7B
8A
8A
8A
8A
8A
7B

8B

7B
8B

Prize

Gen. Proficiency
English
Hinduism
Science

Soe. Studies

Gen. Proficiency
Science

Maths

Tamil

English

Soe. Studies
Hinduism

English

Maths
Gen. Proficiency

Tamil
Science
Soc. Studies
English
Hinduism
Gen. Proficiency
Maths
Hinduism
Soe. Studies
Tamil
English
Seience
Science
Christianity
Tamil
Tamil
Christianity

Science

Gen. Proficiency
Christianity

Hinduism
Tamil

Place

Lst
st
1st
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st
1st

2nd

1st
2nd
2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd

2nd
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st
1st
2nd

18t

1st

2nd
1st



Name of Pupil Year Class Prize Place

70. 8. Manoharan 1976 84  Gen. Proficiency 2nd
Tamil 1st

English 1st

Hinduism Ist

Soc. Studies 2nd

1976 9A  Gen. Proficiency 2nd

English 1st

Maths 2nd

Soc. Studies 2nd
71. M. Rajeswari 1975 8A  Tamil 2nd
1976 9A  Tamil 2nd

72. G. Sathian 1975 8A  English 2nd
1976 9A  English ond

73. R. Sivasundaram 1975 8B Gen. Proficiency 2nd
Soc. Studies Ist

Hinduism 2nd

1976 9B Gen. Proficiency 2nd

Tamil Ist

Hinduism 1st

74. J. C. Daniel 1975 8B English 2nd
1976 9B  English 2nd
75. Sivagowry Kandasamy 1975 9B  English 2nd
1976 9B  Soc. Studies 2nd

76. 8. Manoharan 1976 9B  Hinduism 2nd
77. 8. Lavanyamohan 1976 9A  Gen. Proficiency lst
Tamil lst

Science 1st

Soc. Studies 1st

78. Yogamala Ponnampalam 1976 9B  Tamil lst
Hinduism 2nd

1976 9D  Tamil lst

78A A. K. Thevarajah 1975 9B  Hinduism 2nd
79. Suganthini Poopalasingam 1975 9A  Gen. Proficiency 1st
Tamil 2nd

Hinduism 2nd

8. G.R. A. Francis 1975 9A  Gen. Proficiency 2nd
Tamil 1st

Soc. Studies 1st

English 1st

Christianity 1st

Maths 2nd

Science 2nd
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Name of Pupil

81.

82.
83.
84,
85.

86.

87.
88.

89.
90.

9l.
92.

93.

95.

96.
97.

98,

99.

100.

Y. Balarajan

L. Venuganan
8. Sivanathan
R. D. Anjalan
A. 8. C. Knight

8. Kannathas

Vinothini Chelliah
N. G. M. Ignatius

Krishnaverni Maharajah

Saraswathy Sangaran

Selvi Sumathy Rajanathan

K. Skandadasan

S. Kanagarajah
M. Murugappan
Jeyalaksmi Sastha
V. Kurnnathan

Premini Ganeswaran

A. 8. Senathirajah

8. Vaitheeswaran

Susan Peter

20

Year

1976

1976
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1976
1976

1975
1976

1976
1975

1976
1976
1975
1975
1976

1976

1975

19756

Class

9A

9A
9A
8A
8A
8A
9A
9A
9B

9D

9D
9A

9B
9D
10A
10A
10A

10A

10B

10B

Prize
Maths
Science
Hinduism
Soc. Studies
English
English
Science

Science
Christianity

Soe. Studies
Science

Hinduism

Gen. Proficiency
English

Science

Tamil

Tamil

Tamil
Hinduism

English

Soc. Studies
Hinduism

Science
English
Tamil
Tamil

Tamil
English

Tamil

Gen. Proficiency
Maths
English

Tamil
English

Place
st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st

2nd
2nd

1st
2nd

2nd
st
st
st
st
2nd

2nd
1st

Ist

2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
1st

2nd

1st
2nd

1st

2nd
1st
2nd

1st
2nd



Name of Pupil

101.
102.
103.

104,
105,
106.

107.

108.

109.
110.

110

119.

120,

C. Premakumar.
8. Ganeshan

S. J. Dileepan

Subadra Nalliah
N. Subendran
R. Mahendran

K. Vijayarani

S. Jeevaranjitham

D. R. Daniel

oo

. Sivayogam

K. Sivakumaran

N. Vijendran

S. Thiagalingam

A. 8. J. Sellathamby

B. Jude Elmo

N. Kirupananthamoorthy

S. Premavarathan

L. Kalasinathen

R. Balasingam
Aruna Selvaratanm
Sakunthala Rajaratnam

8. Baskaran

Year
1976
1975
1976

1976
1976
1975

1975
1976

19756

1975
1976
1975

1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1975

1975

1975
1975
1975
1975

Class
10B
10B
10B

10B
10B
10C

10C
10C

10C

10C
10C
10D

10D
10D
10D
10D
10D
10E

10E

10E
10E
10F
10F

Prize

Maths

Tamil

Gen. Proﬁcieney
Tamil

English

Maths

English

Tamil

Tamil
Tamil

Tamil
Maths

English

English

Gen. Proficiency
Maths

Tamil

English

Maths

Tamil

English

Maths

Tamil

Gen. Proficiency
Tamil

Maths

Gen. Proficiency
Maths

Tamil
English
Gen. Proficiency

Gen. Proficiency

Place

2nd
2nd
1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
Ist

2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
2nd
1st

1st

2nd
2nd
2nd
1st

2nd
2nd
1st

2nd
2nd

Ist
1st

2nd
2nd
1at

2nd



Name of Pupil

121.
122.
123.

124.
126.

126.
127,
128.
129.

130.
131.
132.
133.

134.
135.

136

P. Rajah
8. Mahindan
8. Krishnan

V. Arulanadam
8. Ravindrakumaran

Chandrawathana Shanmuganathan
Thilagaranee Sittampalam
Mallika Arumugam

R. Shanmuganathan

R. Rajakumaran

Ragunanthini Kathirgamalingam
S. Gnanawigneswaran

Ranjitha Ambrose

L. Manoharan
Arunan Nadarajah

Moses Selvarajah

Year
1976
1976
1976

19756
1975

1975
19756
19756
1975

1975
1976
1976
1976

1976
1976

1976

Class
10F
10F
10G

A.L. Arts
A.L. Arts

A.L. Arts
A.L. Arts
A.L. Arts
A/L Se.

A.L. Se
AL. Se
A.L. Se
A.L. Se

A.L. Se
A.L. Se

A.L. Se

Prize
Tamil
English
Tamil

Economics
Geography

Tamil
Tamil
Tamil
Chemistry
Botany
Zoology
Maths
Botany
Chemistry
Physics
Zoology
P. Maths
A. Maths
Chemistry
Physics

P. Maths

Place
2nd
st
2nd

2nd
2nd

2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
1st

1st

1st

18t

2nd
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SPECIAL AWARDS

Special prize for Agriculture donated b v Mr. Sivasubramaniam Ambalavaner awarded to :
B. Vasanthapalan

Prizes for regular attendance 1975 : C. J. Muthiah
1976 : M. I. Haniffa
Special prizes for art donated by Mr. K. Kunorpp of West Germany awarded to :
S. Alagarsamy 3. B. Senthilpuspah
N. Ratnarajah 4. D. V. Selvarajah
Distinctions obtained at Advanced Level Examination :

Prizes donated by the Teachers' Guild of the College. Awarded to :

S. Nandakumar — 1975 Distinetion in Pure Mathematies (1975)
M. S. M. Iffaz — 1976 Distinetion in Physics (1978)
Francis Jebaraj — 1976 Distinction in Physics (1978)
P. Balendra — 1976 Distinetion in Applied Maths (1976)

Awards for the best results obtained at Government Examinations :

.

I. N.C.G.E. 1975 : Prize donated by Mr. K. Satchitananda in memory of his father
the late Mr. V. S, 8. Kumaraswamy : Y. Balarajan.

2. G.C.E. (O/L) 1975 : Prize donated by Lady Vaithianathan in memory of her
husband the late Sir Kandiah Vaithianathan : K. Arunagiri.

3. G.C.E. AL.1975: Prize donated by Mrs. M. Vaithilingam in memory of her

father the late Mr. C. Nagalingam : S. Nandakumar.

1. N.C.G.E. 1976 : Prize donated by Mrs. T. Ragunather in memory of her hushand
the late Mr. A. Ragunather : 8. Lavanya Mohan.

5. G.C.E. A.L. 1976 : Prize donated by Mrs. (. Rajendram in memory of the late
Mr. S. Mahadevan : M. S. M. Iffaz.

7. Prize for the best Scout donated by Dr. A. W. Mailvaganam in memory of his
father-in-law the late Mr. S. Somasundaram : B Vasanthapalan

8. Prize for the best Guide donated by Mr. A. R. Surendra in memory of his father the

late Mr. A. Ragunather : Uma Kandiah.

. Prize donated by Mrs. K. Nadarajah for Places obtained at District Scout Camp

(i) Best gate way st place (i) Scout eraft 2nd place. (iii) Best Scout Troop

3rd place.

10. Prize for participating in the maximum number of extra curricular activities Donated
by Mr. K. Satchitananda : Awarded
to: Valarmathy Kathirgamalingam.
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AWARDS GIVEN ON RESULTS OF INTER HOUSE
COMPETITION JUBILEE YEAR

Speech Competition — Tamil
Primary Division : Ist Prize donated by Mr. Veerakathipillai.
r :

J.. B. Puvaneswarah — Nagalingam House.

2nd Prize : P. Sathiabama — Mahadevan House.

iaian Ist Prize donated by Mr. A. R. Alagendra in memory of
Shulog Division his father Mr. A. Ragunather.

K. Kaunathas — Nagalingam House.

2nd Prize : Vinothini Chelliah — Mahadevan House.

Intermediate Division : 1st Prize : donated by Lady Vaithianathan
Srimathy Kulasckaram — Vaithianathan House.
2nd Prize : Subadra Nalliah — Vaithianathan House
Senior Division : 1st Prize : Donated by Mr. K. Satchithananda.

Sothimathy Kathiramalai — Vaithianathan House.

2ed Prize : M. Ranjani — Vaithianathan House.
Speech Competition — English : Primary Division.

Ist Prize : Donated by Mr. Sangara lyer Mahadevan

Manora Rasiah — Vaithianathan House

2n Prize :  Jesu Rose Rasiah — Vaithianathgn Howse
Junior Division : Ist Prize : donated by Mrs. M. Vythilingam
R. Milton Sathiaraj— Vaithianathan House

2nd Prize : Vinothini Chelliah— Mahadevan House

Intermediates : i
8: Ist prize : donated by Mr. Shanker lyer Mahadevan
Aruna Selvaratnam of Vaithianathan House

2nd prize : (. Gowri Inna Guneratneam of Nadesan
House

Seniors :
Ist prize : donated by Mr. C. Rajendran in memory
ol Iu.-r husband the late Mr. 8. Rajendram :
K. Sakthithasan of Mahadevan House.

2nd prize :  Arunan Nadarajah of Vaithianathan House
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Essay Gompetition — Tamil
Primary Division :

Junior Division :

Intermediate :

Senior :

Essay Competition — English
Juniors :

Intermediates :

Senior :

Music Competition :

Intermediate :

Seniors :

Drama Competition :

Ist prize : donated by Mr. A. R. Ganendra in memory
of his father Mr. A. Ragunathan
J. . Puvaneswaran of N agalinagm Howse

2nd prize :M. Vignaraja of Nagalingam House

Ist prize : donated by Mr. 8. Kathiramalai
M. Rajeswary of Nagalingam House.
2nd prize :  Gowri Manickam of Mahadevan House.

Ist prize : donated by Mrs, M. Vaithilingam
V. Selvakumar of Nagalingam House.

2nd prize : Priyadharsini Satchithanandan of
Nadesan House.

Ist prize : donated by Lady Vaithianathan
S. Srikantha of Nagalingam House
2nd prize : Mallika Arumugam of Mahadevan House

Ist prize : donated by Mr. Shanker Iyer Mahadevan
A. Sumathy Marina of Mahadevan House

2nd prize : 8. Harini Suhanya of Vaithianathan
G. Sathian of Nadesan House.

Ist prize : donated by Mrs. M. Jeyaratnarajah
G. R. A. Francis of Mahadevan House
2nd prize :Renuka Sivapragasam of Mahadevan House

Ist prize : donated by Mr. Shanker Iyer Mahadevan
Mythili Jeganathan of Nadesan House

2nd prize :  Arunan Nadarajah of Vaithianathan House

Juniors 1st prize : donated by Dr. A. W. Mailvavagam
P. Sathiabama of Mahadevan House

2nd prize :  Anne Augustine of Nadesan House

1st prize : donated by Mr. Sivasubramaniam Ambalavaner
Jegathambihai Permual of Nagalingam House

2nd Vinodhini Chelliah of Mahadevan Howse

1sr prize : donated by Mrs. C. Rajendram

T. Sivayogarajah ol Nadesan House.

2nd prize : Visalatchy Sundaramoothy Iver of
Nagalingam House.

Challenge shield for the first place donated by Messers
Sterling products Ltd. in memory of the

late Mr. S. Mahadevan

vear 197561st place - Nadesan House

year 1976 1st place - Nadesan House

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org [ladlanaham.org



1975 2nd prize : donated by Mrs. C. Rajendran

Mahadevan House
1976 2nd prize : donated by Mr. M. Vythilingam

Vaithianathan House

tors — 1975: A. Gnanendran of Nadesan House.
Kird IEHREREEFEEE V. Rajasigamony of Mahadevan House.

F 1976 : B. Ragulan - Naganli-rfgqm House.
ot actats 13 Uma Kandiah of Vaithianathan House

Challege shield awarded for the highest points scored in cultural events donated by Mr. C.

Renganathan — Vaithianathan House.

Table Tennis Champions: Mahadevan House

Chess Champions: Vaithianathan House

Chess Individual award: R. Gnanashanmugam Vaithia.
nathan House.

Awards for Games :

Net ball - (under 16 years) Champions : Mahadevan House

Netball (under 19 years) Champions : Vaithianathan House.
Hockey (Girls) Champions : Vaithianathan House
Hockey (boys) Champions- Mahadevan House
Cricket Champions : Mahadevan House
Foot ball Champion : Vaithianathan Howse.

Silver Jubilee All Rounders’ Gold Medal donated by The Hindu Educational Society
to Master Arunan Nadaraja for :- |

1. Outstanding performance in studies—35 distinetions & 3 Credits at G. C. E. (O/L)- first sitting.
2. Topped the Marks List in all subjects at school examinations in the G. C. E. (Advanced Level)
Obtained places in the Inter House Speech and Essay Competitions.

Obtained places in the Inter House Chess and Table Tennis Tournaments.

5. Senior Prefect of the College.

Thank You.




Tutorial Staff — 1976.

Mr. K. Jeganathan, B.a. (London) English Secondary Trained Principal. Grade 1.
Mr. P. Kanagarajah, B.sc. (Madras) Deputy Principal.

Mrs. K. S. Rasiah, B.A. (Ceylon) Special Post Grade 1.

Mrs. S. Jeganathan, B.A. (London) English Secondary Trained.

Mr. N. Satchithanandam, B.sc. (Ceylon).

Mrs. P. Shabaratnam, B.sc. (Ceylon) Dip. in Ed. (Ceylon).

Mrs. R. S, Rasiah, B.sc. (Madras) Dip. in Ed. (Ceylon).

Mrs. 5. Shanmugalingam, Bs.c. Hons. (Ceylon).

Mys. T. Sivarathinam, B.A. Hons. (Ceylon).

Mrs. T. Joseph, B.sc. (London) Dip. in Ed. (Ceylon).

Mrs. J. Nallasivam, B.a. Hons. (Ceylon).

Mrs. S. Kumarasamy, B.sc. (Madras).

Mrs. N. Sivalingam, s.sc. (Madras) Dip. in Ed. ( Ceylon).

Mrs. S. Ananddagopal, B.A. (Ceylon)

Miss. V. Arumugam, B.sc. (Ceylon).

Mr. V. Vaithianathan, Tamil Trained, Maths. Trained.

Mrs. E. L. Ganesar, English Trained.

Mrs. S. Sivanayagam, ,, N

Mrs. I. Jayawardene, . =

Mr. M. Ananddagopal Vocational Trained.

Mrs. C. Atputhasingam, Science Trained.

Mr. N. Varatharajah, -
Mr. A. Sivarajah, Maths. Trained.
Mrs. P. Sivarajah, ., &
Mr. N. Sambasivam, Commerce Trained.
Miss. S. Mathiaparanam, Agriculture Trained.
Miss. M. Sivasamboo, Dance Trained.
Miss. G. Sivasothy, Homescience Trained.
Mrs. M. Charles, Tamil Trained.

Mrs. G. Srignanam, - o

Mrs. M. Jeyaratnarajah, ,, 5

Mrs. S. Manickavasagar, Art Certificate.
Mrs. V. Yogarajah, English Certificate.
Miss. S. Singharasa, ., ,.

Mrs. B. E.S. de Silva, ,, &

Mr. K. Krishnapillai, Music Cetificate.

Mr. C. Selvaratnam, P. T. I.
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Our Special thanks go to the Jollowing :—

RANCO PRINTERS & PUBLISHERS LTD.,
MR. S. NADESAN, o.C.

MESSRS. MAHARAJA ORGANISATION

MUTHULUKSHMI SHANKER IYER

MR. N. SOTHYLINGAM

MR. C. SATKUNANANTHAN

MR. MUNI KUNDANMAL

MR. K. GUNARATNAM

MR. A. Y. S. GNANAM

MR. K. SELVANATHAN

MR. K. M. KALIAPPAPILLAI

MR. E. SANMUGAM

MR. JANAK HIRDARAMANI

MR. N. U. JAYAWARDENE

MR. S. I. JAFFERJEE

MESSRS. COLOMBO JEWELLERY STORES
MESSRS. ARASCO INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS
MR. K. DORAISAMY

MR. P. NAVARATNARAJAH Q. C.

T & Lan B
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