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From the éctilor’s pen...

English , as a universal language knows no houndaries. This is indeed
a window to all “World knowledge'®. If knowledge is power. then English too
should be that to some extent. We must confess thut most of us, if not all,
had be:n very weak and deficient in this field Some kind of good nourish-
ment had been catered to us with utmost care and proper nursing over a per-
jod of six months or more. The studenis contributions both in the Focus and
on the stage will surelv bear witness to this fact. We congratulate all our

budding creative writers.

Writing is not that easy, as wmany believe. than speaking. One is inter-
dependant on the other. Both these factors have been touched upon equally

by our tuiors.

Reading other peovples creations is arother way of improving our ef-
Jorts in writing. Therefore we have invited many eminent guest writers 1o
give their contributions. Our sincere thanks are due to them.

Messages from all co - ordinators too wre of high value to us. They
do inspire us and encourage us to delve a little decper into this realm of
I"'nguage learning. Our lhonest thanks to them too.

Finally, money is everything in this world, without which nothing can
be achieved. Our warmest thanks to all our advertisers. Do piease patro-
nise them oll. :

ddieu ! My dear colleagues, :
; P. R. Shivanthan

OUR P. AYER

We w‘ish a}:d pray that Mr. A, Jebanesan (Faculty of Arts). our
foiLetime LEditor., recovers speedily from his recent illmess.

The J. H.C. GELT staft apd students
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From
Our Distirict GELT Co - ordinator &

Regional Director of Education, Jaffna

I am happy. that at atime, when the standard of En.glish is fast deteri-
orating all over the Island, The University Grants Commission hPs ventured
out, this second year in succession, to meet the needs of the University Entrants
to better their knowledge of this language. 1 am fully convinced that some
very profitable work is being done in this direction.

[ have been to the Jaffna Hindu College GELT Centre on more than
ons occasion and was impressed by the conscientious good work that was
being done there.

I could see for myself the varied types of language activities in which
the students were very actively and joyfully engaged in. The centre was
indeed a very busy hive of language activities, [ am told. I am sure that
they have learnt some good amount of English whithin this -short spell
of time. :

It is, but very hefitting for them to publish this beauntiful number,
rightly named “THE FOCUS® in which, I suppose they have spot-lighted
all their achievements.

| congratulate the staff and its leader on their good achievements. I
also wish all the students, all the best, in their endeavour to further
their knowledge of this much coveted and needed language of the
Englishman. and also wish them well in their new career in the University.

24-02-89 (Sgd. V. Sabanayakam)
Department of Education, :
Jaffna



From: Eere?
Sur Assistant District Co - ordinator, GEL

‘the Focus'’, the Souvenir
Firstly, let me
urnzd out this,

It gives me pleasure to send a MESSARe to **
published by rthe GELT Centre Jaffna Hindu QOIIege_.
congratvlate the students and staff of this Centre in havmg. {

number.

It is my fervent hope that the students will walk out of I.H.C. GEL1t
after having tasted the juicy morsels of English literatore. 1 trust that
_ the students® appetite for further English studies would have been whetted

While wishing the students a bright academic career, let me exher

them to pursue a programme of life-long learning in English.

Good Luck !

22-02-89 o5 o -
b . N 1 x i M i

. Department of Education _ ed. R. K. I\ulnsfkeran_.n. sq

Jaffna. { Education Officer)




From
Cur Centre Co -ordinator and

Principal, Jaffna Hindu College

"It is my pleasute to congratulate the University Grants - Commission
Officials who had successfully ventured out in solving a problem of para-
mount importance i.e., 1o make -our pupils acquirc some competence in
English before: they enter our universities.

At such a time of dire need whea the importance of this world Janguage
is felt by men of all walks ot life, these G LT and Work Orientation
Programme provided for our sclected youths have served as a stepping
ctone to further their knowledge of this langnage. ;

As Centre Co-ordinator of this group I have had occasion to observe
you, wetiing involved in many a language activity, apart from your norma
class soom learning. This approach should pay your tutors and your
Course lLeader some good dividends now' or in the near future.

bhis <Focus’ us ! see it, is a clear reflection of all your activities.
You have dome a good job of it.

Good. Luck !

23-02-8: 5. Poaampalam
Principal’s Office, (3pd.)
Jaffna Hindu College,

Jafina.



er's Desk

From our Course Lead

an with a Placement Test, on
from the beginning Yyou were

Once again, in this year, the course Deg
you have reached safely the

which you were graded and grouped. R(;gl;tow
tackled at your level of competence, an )
last lap of your course.

w of the manner in which

v 5 ive vou & l'e\-"ie .
it s needless for me to gi y outs itself has ctcar]y pin-

e coached up, because this ‘Focus® of

you we 1
meticulously.

pointed all your ‘achievements very

The *Written form’, which is the last linguistic skill in the series, mus{‘
always find its proper place, at the very end and not anywhere elstil
carlier. According to linguists the tspoken form’ should always precede 2

the other skills.

speech is the ground work,
ANl the rest is buiit up from it.

F. G. French

The toundation of a living language

is the spoken and not the written form.
The corner stone of our

(language) building must te the

speech lesson.

— A. W. Fresby

Speaking is sull the {cundation
for reading and writing

— Professor P. Guriey

our ‘Skill Contest’ organi i

8 ised during the four m

: R . th mont g i
lmpﬂf!aqt 1_\Spau of learning to talk Fnglish, ¢ h- b on syl
what effectively. e fieatly aud some.

Our re-dividing you into the t
Rose Buds and The Red Robins
with a clear elemination of the so
detestable sense of <“*You know ‘

hree eroups — i,
brought about 4
called inferiority
I am feeling shy

» The Blue Birds, The
New sense of equality
complex and the mo;a; '
o talk in Engilish.» ‘




The purpose of our earlier grouping on the performance of your Placement
Test was to gage your level of attainment of this language but when you showed
improvement and the willingness 10 learn, we did the regrouping. By this time you
had gained confidence and so we did this. It was then you came out of your
shells and started talking some English It was all very satisfactory and

encouraging . to us.

One very special feature that needs mention here is that most of the classroont
materials used by us have been now consolidated into writen forms by you,
especially the topics we took up for our debates and discussions. | am happy that

some of them have found a place in this ““Focus™.

You will remember —
You listened to tbem in the classroom.
You read them aloud in the classroom.
You discussed them in the classrcom.
You debated on them on a competitive basis
~ And then —
You wrote about them at home
And some of you are still writing, while the earlier ones are going inte
the press. '

Your editor ha~ been good enough to find a place for many il Dot for all.

‘Good listening’, says Professor S. Potter, ‘is an art which demands the
concentration of all our mental faculties.” “Listening’ he continues, ‘is the othe,
half of talking.’

Therefore, my advise to you would be - Please make it a habit to listen 10 the
~English Programmes’® 1ou get over your radio and the TV and simultaneously
start reading easy and interesting short stories and novels, and do not forget your
English newspapers.

To put it all in a nut shell. all what we attempted to do, was through the
popular <“H.S. R. W.”” method, i.¢, Hearing (or listening), Speaking, Reading and
then Writing. Do not ever try to put the cart before the horse. This is where
many of us have failed. FIRST 1HE SPOKEN AND [HEN ALL THE REST.
This is nature’s method.

. The highlight of your entire course would be the stage perfor mance reserved
for you, for the final farewell day. Itis there you are going to find a vent (o put
across all your expressions in the right form through singing, mimisg, rendering of
poems, dramatising and cloquence. We may not hear everyone of '_vou from the

stage. But, we shall wait patient] i
y to hear yow, some day somewhere speakin
sowe good English, ' 3 R




: TR
' this j 5 Mao, quoted by our Nationa
May | at this juncture ccho the words of \Jﬂm A i) GELS g

Co-ordinator for English Mr. Wilfred Jayasuriya, @ o gy
itori q s bloom.
at the University Grants Commission auditorium—+Let & tlnus,ani ﬂowthiq el
Yes, if not a hundred, at least a sixty or even a thtrty‘lguwera. rom ;)me littl; .
should bloom within the portals of our universities sending forth at least S X

fragrance of this lively language.
_{ am sure all of you would easily collect |

In parting, let me say last thing . .
that would not suffice until you |

your degrees, in your specialised fictds but then,
have flavoured all your knowledge with this sweet fragrauce.

it’s then you’)l be somebody in society.

Good bye !

; " Mr. N. Thevapalasingham
02-02-.89.-_ Retired Lecturer in English Methodology
LBS, Sivapiragasam Rd . . and Speech, |

annarpannai, Palaly feachers® College,

Jaffna. i J. H. C. GELT Centre.
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An Extract from the “Secy. S” Diary for the
Period from Ist Augusl of 1988 to 1st of March 89

AUGUST : _

ist - The course conuMe) ced

nd - An outline as to how the coursc
will be conducted was given by
the Course Leader.

1rd - An Oral Test was conducted to
all students following the course
for the purpose of grouping the
students. ;

4th - Grouping of students on the re-

sults of the Cral Test to differ-
ent classes was done.

i1th&l2th - Placement test was held.

i5Sth - Regrouping of the students was
done according to their stand-
ards on the resulis of the place-
ment test The election of the
members of the students’ coun-

cil was held. -

h - Our Regional Co - Ordinator
visited our Centre, watched our
performances ol the day and ad-

dressed the students at the end.

i | - - . - 4
23rd - The Practical Orientation Pro-

gramme started.

SEPIEMBER :
“th - Monthly test for the month end-
mg August ‘was held.

3th - Our students participated in the
English day celebration of  the
small children and watched their
performances at the College of

higher studies, Anaipanthy.
OCIOBER

(§ &7l :
nh&?t].~_Munthis' test tor the month end-
ing SePtember was held.

20th - Celebrated  ‘Saraswathy Pooja’
as a Religious Ceremony in the.
Prayer Hall of the J, H.C.
Various items were given by some

of our students in this Pooja.

NOVEMBER :

7th - A maiden debate among  our
students was arranged and held
in our Centre on the topic” of
“‘Co - Education”?

9th - ihe P.O P. allowance paymen's
for the months of August (part)
and September were paid to the

students.
|6th& | 7th- Monthly test for the month
ending October was held.
The students were grouped into
3 houses nawmely “Red Rob:ns®,
¢ Rose Buds', ‘‘Blue Birds*® for
the purpose of competitions.

71st to 23rd- Practised tor the forthcoming

18th -

Inter House English  Language
Skills Contest.
24th to Dec <nd- The Language Skills

can test was held.

DECEMBER :

ird - Our Centre Inter House matches
of Cricket, Soccer and Volley balj
for boys and  Throw ball for
girls were held. The Rose Buds
got th: Championship in the games
of cricket, soccer & volley ball
and the Red Robins got the
Championship_in Throw ball.

Language skills contest contd ..

A limited 20 overs friendly cric-
ket miatch was played between

5th -
6th -



Yth- -

12th

us and the Hindu Ladies GELT
Centre at the Jaffna Hindu Col-
lege cricket grounds and our team
won the match by S wickets.
Monthly test for the month end
ing November was held.

Participated in the chess and 6 a
side cricket tournament organized
by the Manipay Hindu' GELI
Centre. 3 teams from our Lcutre
participated in the cricket mat-
ches,

“Term ending get together'® was
held under the chairmanship of
one of our studenis S. Jeyasankar.
The Chief Guest for the occa-
sion was Mr, F.T. Prema-
nanthan. the hero of the me-
morable incident of the previcus
day and the two Guests of hon-
our were Miss T. Janaki and
Miss. R. Maithily who too are
among us,

ihe final day celebrations  of
the language skills contest were
held under the chairmanship of
our Presiden: S. Jeyasankar. The
Regional Co - Ordinator & Direc-
tor of Lducation Mr. V. Saba-
nayagam  honoured us as the
Chier Guest and Mr, §. Pathma
nathan. Lecturer in English, Pala-
ly Teachers’ Training Cellzge.
Mr. S Ponnampalam, Yrincipal,
Jaffoa Hindu College, and Deputy
Principals of the Jaffna Hindu
College Mr. N. Somasundaram &
Mr. Pon Maheudran were  the
other distinguished Guests.

Ihe Chairman welcomed the Cpief

Guest, other distinguished Guests
and others

The Chief Guest, in his address
thanked for the invitation. The

Course Leader, in .hi§ addre;s
made a brief description of the
ject. - '
];rh(:] students prcscqteu Various
English Language Skills and §om‘c
entertaining items at celebrations.
Mr. S. Pathmanathar eapres‘:\cd
his views on the day’s peifor-

mances.
The Chief Guest gave away the

prizes & certificates 0! me.rits.
The Rose Buds, Blue Birds &
Red Robins: won the Ist. 2nd &

3rd places repsectively.

The celebrations were concluded
with the vote of thamks by the
Secretary.

13th to JAN. Ist - A short vacation.
JANUARY .
nd -

6th -

11th

241k

27th

FEBRUARY
10th to 16th-. A sl

17th

20th

The course started after the short
vacation.

Mr. K. Barathymohan made ar-
rangemeats with Dr K. Suiha-
karan to deliver a talk with our
students on “‘The Imporiance of
Blood Donation for the needing®.

Monthly test for the month end -

ing December, 88 was held.
An Educational & Work Orien--

_tation tour to ucpountry was ar -

ranged,

The arranged tour was cancelled
due to the unavoidable circum-
Stances The P. O, p. allowance
Payments for the months of Oct-
ober and November {pari) wers
made to (he Students .

1071t Vacation

The course t !
Sacating Started after the short

An achievement Lest
by the Asst .
hater, Jaffy .

., vt Organized
District (g - Ordi-
was held.




J3rd

24th

28th

-

. Qur Centre Inter House Quiz on

general knowledge was conducted
by the Course Leader. The Blue
Birds team won the Ist place.

Winded up the Practical Orien-
tation and the GELT progtamme

We made a ‘Cowrse End trip’
to Kaithady We spent the morn-
ing session at the State Home
for the Eiders, Kaithady.

An interesting now-type of ‘lnter
House Athletic meet’ was organiz-
ed by the Course Leader and Mrs.
K. Rohini under a vcool shady
spot. The Blue Birds pot the
championship.

The Elders and we 'all had a

get - together in the Assembly
Hall and we  omade them
lelt happy with an interesting,

ettertainment programme. They
too readily joined us ia it.

During  our visit wé donated
them a good amount of used
clothes and some reading ma-
tertals

In the afternoon we visited the
Nnffield school children.  There
too we made them felt happy
with another interesting progra-
mie with a lot of singing, dancing
and miming. :

The end of the programme we
donated them a good amount of
used clothes and somec suitable

. reading materials.

Before departing from Kaithady
our students and staff assembled
again under the same shady spot. -
Our Course Leader gave a fare-
well speech and presented us
small gifts which had been au-
tographed by him.

MARCH :

Ist - A team of our students interviewed

vir. N, Sabaratnam, Retd. Prin-
cipal of the Jaffra Hindu Col-
lege at his residence for the pur- -
pose of publishing in the Focus.

V. Matheibaran
Secretary.



AGRICULTURE

S. Amnjala

E. Antony Harold
N. V: Devanand
S. Kirubananda
p. M. Primson

K. Pnshpajothy
K. Pushpalingam
S. Vasantharuba

ART»

A. Anton paul
N. Ralasunthar
A. Bonson

F. Emiliyola
J. Eugi.e clotilda
A. F. Fayitha

S Geetha

8. Indradevi

J Jeneeta Pramela

K+ Jeyanthy

S. Jeyasankar

G. Jeyaseelan

. A. Josephrajah
Kalaimagal

. Kamalaveny

. Kaneswary

Malathy

Marleni

Mathavy

. Nalayini

Patrick Ponkalan

Premini

Ragu

Saraswuthy

Sebanesan

Sivasakthi

. Sudarmathy

Thilagarance

Vasantha

. Vasuki

. Vimaleswary

P AHBPZLRAMARAD
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On our Roll

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE

S. Anusiya :

N. Gnanapothini

A T. Jegatheeswaran
S. Malini

B C. Mohanrajh
N. Nanthini

S. M. - Niranjana

M. Rajani

A, Shyama

T. Thayanandan

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

8. Chasdrakumar
A. Karthikaiselvan
K. Kunenthiran
S. Ratheswary

COMMERCE

A. M. Jaffrin

K. Jeyabalan

K. Kumuthm

R. Maithily

K. Niranjana

B D C. Prabananth
S. Sasikala

C. Sureshala

V. Vijayakumary
A. Yogaretnam

DENTAL

T. Janaki

A.G surendra Kumar
G. Thirumahay
ENGINEERING 1

V. Ganeshwara

V. Mathetharan

M. H J, Pavalakope

FoT. Premananthay,

V. Sivakaran

S. Thayaparan
Vipulananthan



ENGINEERING . i1
1. M. Mazahir

§, Sathismohan
N yogarajasingam

MEDICINE

M Alnkaran
B Chitra

T = Indramathy
N. Nalayini

R. Pathmarajah
S. Sivani

PHYSICAL : CIENCE

A. [Drintha
G. Chandrakumaran
3. Dhileepan

I. Gnanasuntharan
A. R. Inparaj

K. Ilthayarajh

P. Krishnaverny
5. M. Kulatheepan
T. Ravishankar
K. Senthur murugan
S. Shanmugapiriya
P R. Shivanthan
M. Sivagowry

V. Sivakumar

S. Suhendran

P. Thamilventhan
S Vijitha

VE[ERINARY
S. lhevamanohari



Outstanding students

for the GELT Vear 1988 - 89

#r. K. Jeyasankar
My. V. Mathetharan
iy. P. R. Shivanthan
Miss A. Brintha

“iss N. MNalayini
Miss K. Niranjana

Miss K. Pushpajothy



Why did we attempt
the English Language skills Contest?

Although the ultimate goal of Janguage teaching
is the integration of all the communication skills
in functional situations each skill should be prac-
tised separately.

— Dr. Mary Finnochiaro

[ntroduce, sustain and h:.rmonise the learning of
the four skills in this order-hearing, speaking,
reading and writing,

— Prof. N Brooks

Language is one whole, the skills closely inter-
twined and the training of on¢ wili advance the
trainin: of the others.

L R H. Champman

The most beneficial activity for the student is
talking the language not talking about it or worse
still listening to somebody talk about it,

— English Language Services

By bringing all 1 skill together the same material
is repeated in 4 ways and this helps to form the
fundamental language habits. All avenues of ap-
proach are used in the same lesson — the ear re.
inforced by the motor reflexes of hand and mouth,
The lesson may begin with listening and speaking
and end with reading and wrlting.

W. E. Mackey

I'he four distinct and separate activities, two re-
ceptive (listening and reading) and two expressive
(speaking and writing) call for constant, preter-
ably, daily exercise. These activities are concerned
in varying degrees with four aspects of language
study — pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary and
idiom.

— Prof. S. Pottey
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Our Language
What it all

\we are the second batch of students

f llowing the Genera English L'mgglagc
Teaching i‘rogramme al jalfr!a Hindu
College. This course was organized by the
University Grants Commission. The text
books used are” English Everyday from
year 7to vear !}, an integrated Course
in Enalish for the A - Level, Poetry. Drama
and Short Stories. There are five tutors
in our Centre, and we are fortunatc and
happy to learn the language under them,
because of the various methods used by
them in the teaching of English as a
second language After three and a half
months of normal learning process, we
were led to Jeorn much more by having
the Language Skills Contest.

This, ] am proud of and happy to
mention, is a sp:cial method used in our
GELT Centre. Don’t think that this was
merely playing and we were wasting time.
But, indeed it had created in us a lot
of interest, and encouraged us to learn
more and more.

. First, all the students were grouped
mto three groups named ‘“Rose Buds®
“‘Blue Birds” and ‘“Red Robins”. Three
days were given for us to brush up our
Grammar, Abbreviations and Spellings in

preparation for the competitions m the
game.

On the /3rd of No“ember

day of the games, we had
Speech”. QOne

, lhe first

“Impromptu
student from each

' : rou
:opk tpart in this competition, ugl teg
ninutes, they prepared the gj

» :
and delivered i,

e it before the whole assem.

Skills Contest
meant (o Us

On the second day. compctitipnfg in
Mini Drama , Proverbs, Abbrewat:o.n%
and Creative Writing were held. For. “ini
Drama. @ time limit of fifteen minutes
was allowed for practice Crea'uivc Writ-
ing was another useful skill, in .which,
we wrote an essay On a lopic given at
the moment.

In Grammar, we were tested in An-
tonyms, Adjectives, Verbs,Nouans, Adverbs’
Prepositions, Tense, Gender and Number.
Test was in writing. In Passage Reading.
one of the same passage was read by
the participants. Another skill tested was
“How to recite a poem?®, Each partici-
pant was to recite a poem from the poe-
try book. These were the third day pro-
gramme.

On the fourth day, there was com-
petition in Rhymes. We were given quite
a new rhyme of about five verses. We
!1ad to memorise it in a given short per-
iod of time and recite it. Another game
was Miming. This was really very inter-
esting. First, a short story was read by
our teacher. Then, each group mimed it
without uttering a word. At the end, a

student from the respective groups des-
cribed the actions mimed. ' '

Next day was set apart for

. Role
Ela:ly and Oration. The following day we
ad the Elocution Contest.

On the

, ° Seventh day, we were tested
0 handwriting, e also had a singing

competiti

Whicl;:htfl_on. There was another game, in

compétc dwc st.udents from each group

o i‘hﬂm was like holding an in-
%Y questioned, and were ques-



tioned, and we were forced to come out
with answers in English.

Last three days we had debates. 71his
too gave us a chance to better our stand-
ard in English. “Dowry System’', ¢ Free
Education” and “Should women be given
equal rights® were the topics for debates.

I am happy to state that this cont-
est has given plenty of chances to deve-
lop our abilities Everyone took part in
thesc games and it was very interesting
and userul too.

On the final day, Mr. N 'lheva-
palasingham to whom we are much oblig-
ed for all the innovative methods used
in the teaching addressed the gathering
about the progress made by the students.
The Director of Education Mr. V Saba.
nayagam. the Chief Guest, aud Mr 3
Pathmanatban, the Guest of Honour egx.
pressed their  satisfaction. We really
felt proud when the DE comn.ended very

highly of the standard we reached, com -
paring it with how we were at the be-
ginning ol the course aud now  after
four months. A mini programme of Sing-
ing. Action Play, Poetry recitation, Elo-
cution and Drama was staged. The Chief
Guest distributed the awards to the win-
ners of Individual events: and Champ-
jons,

I am happy to take this opportu-~
nity to thank the organizers of the GEL1
Programme, the Course Leader who left
no stone unturned to make us get the
best out of this programme and the tea -
chers who assisted the lecader in earnest
and worked with tolerance and pleasure.
In briet [ can wind up by saying that
we really learnsd some i:nglish without
knowing that we are learning it.

Miss. A . S Angustine
Jaffpa Hindu College GELT Centre



Inter - Team English

Skills - Contest

Results
1. Elementary Grammar
1. Miss A. S Augustine

2. Mr. M. Ainkaran
3. . Mr. F. T Premapanthan

2. Spellin: Lower Groups
1. Miss., S. Anusiya
2. Miss K. Vimaleswary

3. Miss N Balasunthary

3. Spelling Higher Groups
1. Mr.R. Pathmarajah
2. Miss.M. Sivagowri
3. Miss. T. Indramathy

4. Hand Writing
1. Mr. I Ravishankar
2. Mr. V. Mathetharan
2. Mr. N. V. Devanand

5. Common Abbreviations

1.. Mr. N. V. Uevanaad
2. Miss G. Thirumahal
3. Miss, S. Vijitha

6. Cemmands and Request in Correct
Tones
1. Miss. K. Jeyanthy
_ 2. Miss S Kalaimagal
3. Miss S. Sasikala '

I. Miss. K. Kumuthini
2. Mr. A. Karthikaiselven

3. Miss. K. Tayanthy
i Sentence Construction

1. Miss B. Chithra

2, Miss G, Thirumahal

-

“iss N. Nalayini
9. Guided Composition
. Miss. S. Malini

Framing of Questions and Answers

RB
RR
BB

RB
RR
RB

Rb
BB
BB

RB
BB
RB

RB
BB
RR

RB
RR
BB

RR
BB
KRB

RR
BB

RR

December

Language Learning
1988

2. Mr. T. Ragu
3. Miss. K. Jayanthy

10. Passage Reading
1. Mr. E. Antoney
Miss. A. Brintha

2. Mr. 5. Jayasankar
Mr. P. R Shivanthan

Harold

3

I1. Poetry Rendering
[. Miss. N, Nalayini
2. iss. T. Indramathy
3. Miss. K. Niranjana

12. Creative writing
1. Miss. A. Brintha
2. Miss S. Sivani
3. Mr. A. G. Surendrakumar

13, Listening Comprehension
l. Miss. M Sivagowri
Miss. S. Anjala
2. Miss. S. Vijitha
Miss. A. S. Augustine
5.
14. Shert Term--Memory Tests
L. Mr. A, Karthikaiselven
2. Mr. S. Thayaparan
3. Miss.N Naunthini
15.  proverbs
1. Mr. M. H. J. Pavaiakone

21. Mi.ﬁs. S Sunmugspiriva
Miss. N. Nanthini

16.  Mini Drama (Individuals)

_I). Mr. E. Antony Horold
<. Mr. V. Ganeswara
3. Mr. S. Jayasaukar

17 -F,Im:uﬁou (With notes)
I. Miss. N. Nalayini
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19.

20.

21.

25,

Miss. A. Brintha BB

2. Miss. K Niranjand BB
g:hukré}satioal io inghsh (Individulas)
. Miss. A. Brintha BR
2. My M. H J. Pavalakone RB
2. Miss B. Chiihra RR
Mr. Anton Paul RR
3. P
Words in Confusion
1. Mr. B. C. Mohanraij BB
2. Mr. T. Ravishankar RB
3. Mr. S. Satheesmohan RR

Rhymes from Memory (Quick mem-
orization)

I. Miss T. Indramathy BB
Miss. N Nalayini RB
2. Miss. G. Fhirumabhal BB
3. Miss. B. Chithra RR
Miss. S. Sivani
Miss A, S. Augustine
Impremptu Speech
1. Mr S Jayasankar BB
2.. Mr. A. Anton Paul RR
3. Mr. E Antony Harold RB
Elocution (From memory)
1. Miss A, Brintha BB
2. Miss. N. Nalayini RB
" Mr. A. G. Surendrakumar RB
Mr. G. Jayascelan BB
2
Miwming "Creatvie © Actions  And
Gestures (Individuals)
I. Mr. N. H. J. Pavalakone = RB
Mr, V. Ganeshwara RB
3. Mr. K. Jayabalan RR
Individual Part- Singing
l. Miss. A, Briutha BB
Mr. A. Bonson BB
2. Mr. V. Ganeshwara RB
Miss. T. Japaki RB
3. Miss. K. Kumuthini RR
Mr- P. R. Shivanathan RR
Singin, Individuals
. Miss. A. Brintha BB
2. M. Bonson BB

3. Mr. P. R. Shivanthan

Mr. V. Ganeshwara '
Miss. T. Janaki

26. Group singing -
1. Blue Birds
2 Red Robins
2. Rosc Buds
27. Story Telling
1. Mr. E. Antony Harold
2. -Miss K. Pushpajothy
3. Miss. A. Brintha
Miss. N Nalayini
2% Debates (individuals)
l. Mui A, G. Surendrakumar
Mr. 8§ Jayasankar

.':_;. Miss. A. Brintha
29. Role Play
1. Red Robins
2. Rose Buds
3. Blue Biids
30 . Conversation in Pairs
{. Blue Birds
5. Red Robins
3. Rose Buds
31. ALini Drama
I. Blue Birds
2. Rose Buds
3. Red Robins

RR
®B

RB
RR
RB
RB

-RB

BB
BB

32. Miming Creative achons aud Gestures

I. Rose Buds
2- Red Robins

2, Blue Birds
3 . Deuate

I. Rose Buds

2 Blue Birds

3. Red Ruobins

Inter flouse Language Skills Contest

I Rose Buds 750 5/6

1. Blue Birds 707 1/6

iI1[. Red Robins 500
Individual Champions

[. Miss. A, Brintha 150

II. Miss., N Nalayini 85 5/6

I1f. Mr. E. Antony Harlod 72 12
Runners Up

Mr. S Jayasankar 0 5/6

My. M. H. J. Plavalakone



Wisdom Wins

there lived a geaer-

time ago,
s ho ruled a beau-

ous king and queen, W

tiful country, where the people lived
peacefully. Though there was peace and
harmony in the country, the king and

queen, and the subjects of the country
were very sad because the queen was
not blessed with a child. But after &
period of ten years. the qucen gave birth
to a beautiful daughter.

The king, who was extremely happy,
pave a great feast to the civilians. 1he
beautiful prinscess was biessed by all the
angels and fairies. All the people of the
country, visited the majestic palace, with
wonderful gifts for the princess and
blessed ber. .

There lived a blind man, and a lame-
man far away from the palace, in the
countryside. They were sad, because they
couldn’t bless the princess and show their
love for her. The lame man come out with
an idea, that he could lead the blind man
to the palace and in return, the blind man
could carry him on his shoulder. Both
agreed and rcached the palace with great
difficulties. They blessed the child with
great love. There was dancing and music
-going on. Everyone was making merry.
Ihe king and queen rejoiced to see their

y everyone. All
feast given by the
1d the blind man,

daughter being foved b
the guests enjoyed the
king. The lame man at i
enjoyed every bit of it. The king was
surprised and happy (o S€C the blind
man and the lame man. He asked them
how they had come. He knew they had
come a long way, with great difficulties
to biesse the princess. He was hert shaken {

to think of it 4

It was nearing midaight, and one by |
one the guests began to leave the palace.
The blind man and the lame man
approached the king, and thanked for
his generous feast. The king who was in
the heights of ecstasy, presented both
with valuable gems and pearls. Both of
them were filled with great joy with the
king’s generous gift. The other folk, who
were--yet in the palace, were amazed to
see the King presenting them with gifts.
They were surprised and worried that
they who had brought valuable presents,
were not gifted any.

Miss. A. Brintha
(Blue Birds)
A Prize Winning Article
Under Creative Writing
Skills Conrest 1958-89.
Time Limit 20 Minutes



Athletics in = Doors

Course end picnic on
We left our

We had our

the 28th of February 1989

Centre at 9. 15a.m. and reached our

f destination, the Home for the Flders,
" Kaithady at about Y. 43 a. m.

Qur (ourse Leader who has plenty
of novel ideas came prepare with some
set of things for us to have un interesting
competition. It was ‘Athletic in-doors:’
[t was really interesting and - the few
who could not make the trip felt very
sorry for having missed it.

There were events for girls, boys and
mixed groups held in a limited space
within the permises. We had Putt Shot,
Discus, Javelin, Net ball, Football, Races
and even Relays. You may wonder how
~ we could do all these without proper
playing materials and the field. That
was the interesting part ol the game. We
used feathers, balloons and uther peculiar
thinks in place of actual materials for
games and sports. Though it was fun
throughout, the Meet was worked out

Inter Team

Results of Competitions :-

Soccer:

1. B.D. C. Parbananthan RR

2. A, R, Inparaj BB

3. P.R. Shivanthan RR

Netball;

-1- S. Malini RR

2. S. Vijitha RR
K. Pushpajothy RR

Putt Shet ( Boys )

based on certain rules. There was Fancy
Dress competition too. Every event had
its winners and finally the Blue Birds
were declared champions

We enjoyed ourselves, but above all
we are glad that we made the inmates
of the Home happy.

Adjoining the Home is the Nuffield
school tor Deaf and Blind. We thought
of them too when we planned our picnic.
Our next stop was at this school, where
the smiling pleasant faces of the under-
privileged received us. The Blind listened
to our singing and the Deaf watched
our miming display with interest. Some
of them joined us in our programme
with their singing and dancing.

The whole day was spent usefully
with interest. (he album will reveal our
fun and frolics,

M. H. J. Pavalakone
Sports Secretay.

Trianguler Games & Sports

I. P. A. Josephraj RR
2. M. Ainkaran RR
3. 1. Ravishankar RB
Putt Shot ( Girls )

1. T. Indramathy BB
2. B, Chithra RR
3. T. Janaki RB
Discus ( Boys )

l. P. M. Primson RB
2. B. (, Mohanraj BB
3. K. Senthurmurugan RB



Discus ( Girls )

1. K. Niranjana
2. T. Janaki

3. N. Nalayini
Javelin ( Boys )

1. K. Ithayarai
2. 8. P:. Thamilvaenthan
3. P. A. Josephraj

Javelin { Girls )

i. T.Indramathy
2. 3. Malini

3. T. Janaki

100 Metres ( Boys )
I. P. M. Primson
2. P. R, Shivanthan
3. V. Ganeshwara
100 Metter ( Girls )
1. N. Nalaynini

BB
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BB
REB
RR

BB
RR
RB

Ko

RR

RB

RB

2. A. Brintha
3. G. Thirumahal

Relay:

I. Rose Buds

2. Blue Birds
Red Robins

Long Jamp ( Singles )
I. Blue Birds
2. Rose Buds
3. Red Robins

Lonz Jump ( Doubles )

I. P.R. Shivauthan & §. Vijitha

BB
BB

R R

2. S, P. Thamilventhan &N. Nalayini RB
3. B.C. Mohanrai & G. Thirumahal BB

- Fancy Dress:

I. D. Dhileepan
2. T. Indramathy
N. Nalayini

V. Ganeshwara

BB
BB
RB
RB
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With the Best Complimenis:

NoRTH CEYLON TECHNICAL INSTITUTE

NO. 4, Si. PETERS" LANE
JOSPLTAN ROAD
: I\'FE:‘N:‘:
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With Eest Compliments of

Personal Class For
G €. E !:‘lla'rl...)
PURE & APPLIED MATHS

FUTOR.: E‘E’AVIMOHAN

NGO, 73 CLOCK TOWER ROAD
JAFFNA, '
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The 34 Sweet voices of the Red Robins

Hounse Mistress:

Mrs. Y. Dayaparan
House Captains:

A, Anton Paul

K: Pushpsjothy
Sjoirts Secretarfes:

T. Ragu
S. Sivani

M. Ainkeraa S. Anusiva
A. M. Jafirin B. Chitha
A. T Jegatheeswegran F. Emilivola
K. Jeyabalan S. Indradevi
P. A. Josephrajsh S. K:laimagal
8. Kirubananda K. Kamalaveny
H. M. Mazahir K. Kumuthini
A. Patrick Ponkalan s, Malini
B. D. C, Prabananth N. Nanthim
S. Sathismohan R. Sudarmathy
K. Senthurmurugan C. Sureshala
P.R. Shivanthaa G. Vasuki
V. Sivakaras V. Vijayakumary
V. Sivakumar 5. Vijitha
A. Vipulansstban K. Vimaleswary
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The 33 Pink Petals of the Rose Buds

Chandrakumaran
. V. Devanand
Ganeshwara
Gnanasuntharan
Kunenthiran

. Pathmarajah

. H J. Pavalakone
Pushpalingam
Ravishankar

. Sebanesan

AREAAA<ZO

> > -

P. Thamilventhan
5. Thayaparan
S. Vasantharuba

. G. Surendrakumar

House Mistress:

Mrs. K. Rohinj

Honse Captains:

E. Antony Harold

N. Nalayini

Sport Secretar.es:

P. M Primson

A. Shya:ia

S
N

Anjala

. Balasunthary

I. Eugine Clotilda

TV ZRRARSS®

. F Fayitha

Geetha

. Janaki

. Jenzeta Premala
. Jayanthy

. Kaneswnary

. Maithily

. Marijeni

. Nalayini

Premini
Ratheswary
Vasantha
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The 33 Tender Feathers of the Blue Birds

House Mistress:
Mrs. K Vadivelu
House Captains:
V. Mathetharan
A. Brintha

Sport Secretaries:

{3, Dhileepan
T. indramathy

Bonson P. Krishnaverny
Chandrakumar E. Malathy
R. Inparaj S. Mathavy

. Ithayarajah K. Niranjana

Jeyasiniar S. M. Niranjana
.lcyase-ela'n M. Rajani
Karthikaiselvan
M. Kulatheepan S. Saraswathy

C. Mohanrajh S. Sasikala o
T. Premananthan S. Shanmugapiriya
Suhendran M. Sivagowry

- Thayanandan S. Sivasakthi
Yonarajasingham S. Thevamanohari

. Yogaretnam R. Thilagaranee

Z Mm@ P> QOR>LD

. Gnanapothinj G. Thirumahal
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‘Wiith Best Compliments From

LINGAM'S SILK HOUSE

FOR IMPOKTED .

‘ 1 TROUSERS ] SHIRTS
SHIRTINGS (] SUITINGS

SPECIALISTS TN BRIDAL SAREES

18, MODERN MARKET, POWER HOUSE ROAD
BRANCH: 21, MODERN MARKET (upstairs)
JAFFNA.
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With Best Compliments From

v

THE JAFFNA DISTRICT TEXTILE
WE-AVE_RS CO-OP SOCIETY LTD.

10/t1, CLOCK TOWER ROAD
JAFFNA,

“ S
With Best Compliments From

e PP e

MRS‘_. J.C.S. PATHMANATHAN H

R. J. P. SRl LANKA FILLING $TATION

. CLOCK TOWER ROAD
JAFFNA.
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An ad.
Inserted by the
J. H. GELT Centre

EVERYDAY
ENGLISH

How to learn your Everyday English

EVERYDAY — Learn to listen carefully
and
Learn to understand clearly.

EVERYDAY — Learn to read loudly
and
Learn to speak boldly.

EVERYDAY — Learn to write neatly
and
Learn to spell correctly.

EVERYDAY — Learn your Role Plays joyfully
and
Learn your rhymes cheerfully.

This is the only effective way
tt master your
EVERYDAY ENGLISH




Why the world Learns English

Man is considered the dominant spe-
cies among living things. This is firstly
due to his ability to use his hands fo_r
purpose> other than locommiqn. In his
emergence as a dommmant species the de-
velopment of speech has been extremely
important. Primitive man could not speak
as we do now. He communicated with
others by signs and grunts. Gradually
he developed the power of speech, As he
progressed he gathered information. The
information  became more and more
complex. He wanted to communicate this
information to others. He wanted to
express his feelings and thoughts. Speech
became a means of communication.

People from different parts of the
world begsn to speak in their own pe-
culiar language. The words, the sound,
the pitch, accent, and loudness differed
from people to people and place to place:

This has resulted in the emergence of
different languages.

There were o number of languages
which were spoken by human beings and
there are many languages being spoken
at present. A number of languages which
were once spoken are dead now. Once
Hebrew, the language of the Jews, was
spoken by many. Classical Greek, Sans-
krit and Latia were once the Janguages
of the then civilized world and each
boasted of a rich culture, But these
languages are now considered ‘dead’ lan-
guages, Their place has been taken by
the English langunage.

English is now an international lan-
guage. It is spoken in almost all parts
of the world. It was once the proud

boast that the sun mnever set on the
British Empire. During that time the Eng-
lish language became the official langu-
age and the medium of instruction in
the British Colonies including Sri Lanka.
Many people were attracted by its liter-
ary richness. People made an extra effort
to learn the language. Many who were
not Britons, mastered it and became adept
in the mastery of it,

A knowledge of English and an Eng-
lish education gave people a new fashion
and style of life that was somewhat
different from that of the local popula-
tion. English educated people were reco-
gonized as somewhat superior to their fell-
owmen and this created a kind of class-
distinction among the indigenous people.

Now, the people of the world want
to learn English, not because of its liter-
ary richness, but for utilitarian reasons.
It is the language of Science and Tech-
nology and Economics. A country is now
judged by the advances it has made in
Science and Technology and how this
knowledge has been used for the nation’s
development. A high standard of living
in this modern world can only be achieved
through a knowledge of Science and Tech-
nology. A person who is engaged in any
field of Technology can achieve some-
thing materially worthwhile. It provides
him with a good opportunity to find a
job in any part of the world. He can
carn more than he needs, to lead a happy
life. Tt also provides him with an oppor-
tunity to put into use whatever he had
learnt and this gives him job satisfaction.
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without a shadow of doubt that the pro-

books and were like frogs in the well. ‘
gramme has benefited one and all.

The work orientation programme has given
them an opportunity to come out and see
the world. . Niranjana

To put it ina nut - shell we can say — Faculty ‘ol' Arts

The Place of Grammar
in Language Learning

Grammar must follow, not come before, ability to use
through imitation, practice and repetition the language forms
which are to be discussed. If grammar is postponed to the
fourth year of the course, all the better for by then the pu-
pils will have plenty of materials to use and the grammar
will appear to him to be easy. -

— F. G, French

With Best Compliments From

MORAIS

OPTICIAN AND DENTAL TECHNICIAN

50, CLOCK TOWER ROAD
(Opposite of Wellington Theatre)

JAFFNA.




The Inter - Team English Language Skill Contest

An Inter English Language Skill Con-
test had been held at our Jaffna - Hindu
College GELT Centre for three weeks
since 18th of November, 1988. Students
were divided into three teams, which were
named as Red Robins, Rose Buds and
Blue Birds. Some materials in English
Language such as antonyms, synonyms,
words in confusion, common abbreviations
ete, had been given to the students to
prepare for contest. For the first three
days each team prepared itself for the
contest.

A number of events, both individual
and team events were held. The contest
commenced with imprompiu speech comi-
petition. A student from each house was
given a topic, on which he had to speak.
All the three participants made fine spe-
eches and their speeches  were very
encouragmg The contest continued with
various other cvents, sentence making,
elocution, creative writing, mini drama,
miming, debates etc., all designed to bring
out our hidden talents and creative skills.
We enjoyed the miming co‘mpetition very
much. Theme for miming had been given
by our tutor. The participants expressed
the theme very well, by their superb act-
ions and gestures, Mini drama and role
play were also as interesting as the mim-
ing. Three debates were held on ‘Free
cduacation’, ‘Dowry system’ and ‘Equal
rights to women’. These debates showed
clearly the students progress in English
Language in the past four months.

Almost all of us were given the cha-
ce to participate in one game or other,
that even the shy students were forced
to come out of their shells. Quite apart

trom the fact that all the students bene-
fited by the games, I would like to men-
tion that almost all enjoyed it. The
games did also give us a golden oppor-
tunity to develop our Eaglish knowledge,
to mix up, to get together and Kknow
each other.

The final day celebration of the
Inter Team English Language Skill Con-
test was held on 15th of December 1983,
under the chairmanship of Mr. S. Jeyasan-
kar, Senror Prefect and President of Jafina
Hindu College GELYT Centre. Mr. V.
Sabanayagam Director of Education, Ja-
ffua and District Co-ordinator for Nor-
thern Province was invited as Chief Gu-
est. The celebration commenced with our
Course Leader Mr. N. Thevapalasingham’s
'speech. He gave a briel account on the
contest. Some interesting programmes
were presented by the students. The
Action Play ‘Idioms of Idiosyncrasy’ and
a Mini drama °‘Child’s Play’ attracted
everyone very much. Chief Guest Mr. V.
Sabanayagam and the Guest of Honour
Mr. S.Pathmanathan English Lecturer, Pa-
laly Training College. delivered speeches-
Finally, certificates and gifts were dis™
tributed by the Chief Guest.

‘It doesn’t matter whether you win
or lose but how you played the game’.
So while congratulating the ‘Rose Buds’
for having won the games, I would like
to mention that all the others did well
their parts. ;

Miss. N. Nalayini
Faculty of Medicine -



Life and works of Shakespeare

William Shakespeare - the bard of
Avon - was born in 1564 at Stratford - on-
Avon in Warwickshire. His father,
John Shakespeare was a trader &
farmer and at that time was a wealthy
man. During the poet’s childhood, his
father became poor, He was forced to
sell the land which his wife, Mary Arden,
had brought with her. John Shakespeare
was prosecuted for debt and gave up
his Alderman's gown.

Almost nothing is known about the
poet’s life between his baptism and mar-
riage. It is known that he received some
classical education at the Stratford Gram-
mar School. When his father’s troubles
increased, the poet had to earn his living.
At the age of ninetcen he married Anne
Heathaway, a lady eight years older than
him. Between 1583 and 1585 three child-
ren were born to him. Susanna in 1583
and Hamnet and Judith (twins) in 1585.
It is said that he must have left for
London to seek his fortune. His life at
home was not happy and the visit of
the Queen’s Players to Stratford must
have made him leave home.

Certain periods of his life are not
known. We next hear of Shakespeare in
1592 when he was a young and success-
ful actor. His first published work **Venus
and Adonis’ in 1593 was addressed to
the Earl of Southampton. From this it
was understood that he became connec-
ted to men of high rank. The Earl of
Southampton must have helped Shakes—
peare materially and socially. About this

time he appears among the actors who
played . before the Queen. Fortune favoured

him and he purchased new place in Strat-
ford. He became popular as a writer and
his plays began to be printed. From this
time till he ceased to write, his contem-

poraries looked upon bim as their chief
dramatist. He became a partner in the
Globe Theatre in 1599. He retired to his
birth place in 16'2 and died in 1616.

Shakespeare’s plays are grouped into
four periods. The first period from 1588-
1595 includes histories, comedies and trage-
dies, . g. **Richard II””, “A Mid-summer
Night’s Dream’’ and ‘“‘Romeo and Juliet.”
The second period is from 1595 - 1601
during which he wrote the greatest come-
dies and historical plays. He wrote no
tragedies then and hence this second period
is called the comic period. The verse is
musical. The third period from 1601 -
1608 includes the four great tragedies,
“Hamlet”, *<Othello”, *King Lear’” and
«“Macbeth’”. He wrote some comedies but
they are serious rather than comic. This
is said to be the tragic pericd. As he
grew older his writings became serious.
Even the comedies were serious. The last
period 1608 - 1612 is called the Romantic
period. During this period he wrote the
romances “Winter’s Tale*”, ¢ Cymbéline
and *““The Tempest”.

From his works we learn different
stages which he passed through in his
life time. With the last play he says he
would lay down his pen. A complete
work of Shakespeare’s plays was publi-
shed in 1623 after his death. In addition
to plays and poems he wrote 159 sonnets.
He left his pame as actor, poet and
dramatist. Tn the world of literature the
name of William Shakespeare stands first .
and foremost.

Vijayarajah Mathetharan
Faculty of Engineering

Source : Life and works of Shakespeare

in the tutorial edition of “The Winter's
Tale*?



The Computer

One of the most important inventions
of this century is the Computer, The
Computer is an electronic device which
can solve complicated mathematical pro-
blems at high speed.

Although primarily a calculating
machine, the modern compufer can like
the nu‘man brain store up avast mass of
information. It can be programmed to
carry out ‘logical’ operations, such ag
transferring certain information from one
part of the machine to another, sorting
this information and comparing it with
other pieces of information*

In fact, computers do not have brains
and they cannot really think for them-
selves. They are primarily machines for
solving mathematical problems. They are
automatically controlled and do the work
of many human beings at fantastically
high speeds, but the really important think-
ing is done by the humans who feed them
with information and program them to
periorm particular operations with the
information they are given,

The first mechanical calculator was
produced by Blaise Pascal in 1642, In
1801 a Frenchman named Jacquard in-
vented a punched card system for con-
trolling threads on his weaving looms.
Charles Babbage followed in 1833 with
his ‘Analytical Engine’, which could per-
form calculations automatically, using
punched cards, This was the first digital
Computer. In 1950’s electronic computers
were introduced for the first time.

The main parts of a Digital Com-
puter

A Computer system consists of several

different units which have
special function,

their own

a) Input Unit,
This reads the information to be
stored in the machine and converts
it into an electronic impulse form

which can Jater be used in arith-
metical calculations. !

b) Control Unit,
All the computer functions are co-
ordinated by this unit, which in-
terprets and carries out the in-
Structions contained in a program.

€) Arithmetic Logic Unit.
The actual operational unit where
the calculations are performed and
where the logical processes of sele-
cting, sorting and comparing of
information take place.

d) Internal Memory.
This is a high - speed storage de-
vice,

¢) Output Unit.
This presents the results of a com-
puter operation, very often in print-
ed form as on a pay slip, or on
magnetic tape, disc, drum, or card,
or even on a television screen,

Control Unit, Arithmetic Logic Unit
(ALU) and Internal Memory are the
parts of the Central Processing Unit
(CPU). A computer not having a brain,
must have the information fed into itin
one particular way by a number or letter
code. The code that the computer un-
derstands is normally put onto cards or
paper tape, through which small holes are
punched in specially arranged patterns.
A given pattern of holes punched down



one column of a card or across the width
of paper tape represents a particular char-
acter, that is a letter or a number. The
punching is done by an operator work-
ing a keyboard similar to that of an
ordinary typewriter. The speed at which

the coding can be done depends on the

- speed at which the operator can work.

Human beings cannot remember every-
thing that enters their brains and their
general knowledge is limited. One of the
most important features of a modern com-
puter system is its ability to hold a vast
amount of information which can be drawn
upon when required. There are several
types of storage system in use, most of
them are magnetic.

A set of instructions given to a com-
puter is known as a program. The first
step in preparing such a program is to
draw a flow chart and writz an algorithm.
Flow chart is a diagramatic representa—
tion of a problem and an algorithm is
a step by step method to solve a pro-
blem.

there are many programming
s BASIC (Beginners All
purpose  Symbolic nstruction  Code),
cOBOL (Common Business Oriented
Langunage), FORT RAN (Formula Transla-
tion) and Pascal. These are called High
Level Languages.

[he use of computer is growing year
by year and their design is changing
almost as quickly. Now computers are
used to control and guide planes, space.
ships, rockets and  missiles from the
ground. They are also used increasingly
to control the functions.of Banks, Post-
Offices, Engineering Establishments, Exa-
minations Departments and Air - Ports.
Even in Sri Lanka some establishments
are being computerized such as banks and
Air - ports. Most people are following
Computer Courses, not only young peo-
ple but also adults because of its future
scope. Sri Lanka has also introduced

Computer Course in schools and Univer-
sitics. ¢

roday,
Janguages such a

Thiromahal Gurunathan
— Dental Faculty

% JUPITER VIDEO VISION %

Video Films & 7. V. Deck Hire
Video Audio Recording,
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Do you know about the Aids

AIDS stands for Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome. Acquired means tl‘.\at
it is caught from someone or something
as opposed to being inherited. Immune
Deficiency is a stete wherer you body can-
not defend itself against certain illness.
Syndrome describes the varied signs and
symptoms of illness that result from the
infection.

The killer AIDS is a challenge to the
medical world. This disease is believed to
have originated from a kird of green
monkey.in the East African forest. No

edicine has been discovered so far to
E}mbat this disease. Developed countries
like America are spending millions of
dollars and utilizing the services of the
medical profession to find drugs to cure
the disease.

An eg shaped microscopic HIV (hum-
&n immune virus) thorn-like growth on the
outer surface is the cause of this disease.
The virvs infects the human body in one
of the following ways;

by homosexual relationship;
by heterosexual relationships;
by infection of drugs;
by transfusion of blood from AIDS
patients to healthy ones;

5. by infection to baby from conce-
{ ived mother who is suffering from
. AIDS and

by ‘infection
injuries.

O P

through wounds and

People are not infected by the AIDS
virus by being close to AIDS patients or
by using their clothes, cup, cutlery, glasses,
food, towels, toilet seat etc., Swim-
Wing pools are quite safe.

The HIV only survives in body fluids
such as blood, semen,saliva, tears and
secretions from the neck of the womb. How-
€ver no one has caught AIDS from saliva
or tears. All established cases have been
caused by semen or blood with cervical
secretions also being a possibility.

The AIDS virus reaches the blood
stream “and kills the natural antibodies.
A group of white blood cells called Ly-
mphocytes present in the human body
results in the deficiency of normal Im-
mune mechanism of the body and conse.
quent to which all microbes found in the
environment reaches the body and causes
the disease. The AIDS is mnot an
infectious disease. It only helps to pro-
mote other diseases by causing of deficiency
in the natural immunity of the body.

The period between the infection of
AIDS virus and diagnosis of the discase
is two to five years. A person infected
with AIDS shows symptoms of all diseases
which make it difficult to be diagnosed
by the doctor. The important symptoms
which may suggest AIDS are : '

1. swollen gland, especially jn the neck
and armpits; '
2. profound fatigue which lasts for se-
veral weeks with no obvious cause;
3. unexpected weight Joss: more than -
10 poundsin two months;
4. fever and night sweat lasting for
several weeks;
3. Diarrhoea which lasts for more
than a week with no obvious cause;
6. Shoitness of breath and a dry
cough lasting longer than one month;
7. Skin diseases - newly formed pink
to purple blotches appearing on the



skin including the mouth or the

eyelids.

Some of these symptoms are very
common. So do not jump to the con-
clusion that you have AIDS just because
you have one of these, If a person has

10

to educate our people asto the how and
why of AIDS. This is one area where
Government institutions and the mass
media can work together to minimise and
perhaps check the spread of this disease.

many of these symptoms and they last s : .
for a long time then there is the pos- Sources : A” I”d:i“ R;d:o
sibility that the person may have AIDS. Lelanadu News paper
Today AIDS have reached pandemic A. T. Jegatheeswaran
proportions and every effort must be made Faculty of Bia Science
e
ait
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Should we commit suicide?

[ went to the beach the other day.
Jt was about 6.30 p. m., and the sun
was setting in all its grandeur. I sat
near the sea - shore and wondered at the
beauty of nature. | felt that this wasa
happy world and nothing was wrong with it

Suddenly, some noise attractsd my at-
tention. Instinctively, I turned my head
in that direction. There was somecone
moving behind a bush. I walkediowards
the bush. A young man was trying to
climb a tree with a rope in his hand. He
was about to tie a knot and allow the
rope to hang down. I watched him silently.
He tied the rope to a branch and put
a noose .at the other end of the . rope.
1 was stunned. “What is this fellow try-
ing to do?"’ [ moved up to the foot of
the tree. He was about to put the noose
round his neck. ‘Is he trying to hang
himself ?* 1 shouted ‘“What are you doing,
man? ” He saw stars. He looked down
pathetically at me. ‘‘Please don’t disturb
me. Go your way”’ he begged. “What on
earth are you goingto do ? Do you want
to kill yourself? Shameless fellow; you are
young and sturdy. Why did you choose
this suicidal path?*’, | said. He was dumb.
His eyes exhibited a sense of frustration.
“I have no way of living, I am not al-
lowed even to die’’, he sighed.

He threw the rope and walked to-
wards me. | held him by the hand and
caressed it. | spoke endearingly and in-
quired why he chose to die. He said,
“i have no job; my parents say lama
useless fellow. I don’t want to be a burd-
en on them. I studied up to A/L, and
passed four subjects but was not selected
to the university. My life is a closed

book. I have no way to go .....”. He sobb~
ed and broke down.

I asked him what he was trying to
do after his results were released. He
said, “I tried to go to Saudi Arabia:

- The agent demanded 10,000 rupees. My

father works as a mason. He could not
get that money. He is already in
debt. How can I tax him ?** Isaid to
him, ‘“Look here, young man, what work
will you do in Saudi?’’ “A labourer’s work.
I am not qualified to do any technical
work, *” 1 said seriously, “Why can’t you
do the same work here ? There is a
shortage of labour here. Your father cer-
tainly needs an assistant to help him in
his job. So why not work with him ?
If you became a teacher you may get
about Rs.1500/- per month. As a labourer,
even if you work 6 days a week, you will
get about Rs. 1800/=. Don’t you think
it is foolish to work in a foreign country
and save Rs. 2000/- while you can earn
a little less here and be of help to your
own people? We are living in a fool’s
paradise. We are in search of white col-

lar jobs, although they fetch very litt’le
remuneration, Decide whatever is best?”

He was silent for a few minutes. Then
he said, “I will work here. I will throw
away my false sense of pride. I will save
enough and start a contracting firm. 1
will get wy friends to work with me.”
He thanked me and left with an empty
hand, the rope he brought was dumped
into the sca: I returned home with the
satisfaction of having saved the life of a
young man and showed him a new path.

K. Jeyanthy
Faculty of Arts .



On Smoking

Smoking destroys the person who
smokes. Mostly, the youth of the pre-
sent day, have takem to this habit. It
has become a fashion- among the youth.
People are introduced to smoking by friends
and the companies that produce them
through advertisements.

A cigarette is refined tobacco, rolled
up in a piece of white paper, with fire
on one end and a fool at the other end.

Smoking is injurious to health. It
affects the various organs of the body.
Lungs get affected the most. Lung Can-
cer, heart diseases, impairment of vision
and ulcers in the stomach are some of
the diseases caused by smoking. Heavy
Smoking increases the risk of blood clots
and blood vesse] damages associated with
heart attacks. There are about three thous-
and poisonous substances or chemicals
'n cigarettes,

In Japan, a new kind of filter cigarette
ha.s been introduced. Smokers who wuse
this cigarette, do not seem to get cancer.

. Those who smoke in public places,
In buses and in theatres, not only ruin

their health but also cause harm to others -

S —

Every packet of cigarette carries the
warning that smoking is dangerous. This
is at the insistence of the Government,
But the people who smoke, don’t bother
about it. Although some people know that
they have acquired a bad habit, they do
not ury to give it up.

There are about eighty countries that
produce cigarettes, cigars and pipe toba-
cco. They get a lot of profit from this
business. So, they spend a lot of money
to advertise their products. People are
persuaded to take up to smoking, as ac-
cording to the advertisements that is the
done thing:

It is the duty of every governiment
religious and cultural agencies to band
together to fight this evil.

Among the youth, smoking has be-
come a fashion. Some smoke one or more
packets of cigarettes a day, without know-
ing that every cigarette costs = fourteen
minutes of one’s life Thus smokers short-
en their lives,

Therefore, it you want a healthy life,
you must give up smoking.

Miss. A.S. Augunstine
Faculty of Science.

With Best

67 & 69,

Compliments From

RAJU STORES

IMPORTERS. EXPORTERS,
WHOLE SALERS & RETAILER

Kasthuriar Road,
Jaffna,




Peace

«Peace is the happy, natural state
of man; war his corruption, his disgrace,”
says Thomson.

Peace has become very essential not
to every individual, family, community,
country, but also to the whole world.
From ancient times peace has been rui-
ned by various causes. If an individual
has no peace his family is badly affected;
and in return the community, the coun-
try and at last the world. The root
cause of all these disasters is nothing
but desire. “In moderating, not in satis-
fying desires - lies peace.”’ says Herber.

Today the whole world is in turmo:l.
This is due to the world two great
power’s desire to establish their moncpoly
over the other countries. The out - come
of these desires has resulted in civil wars
and racial conflicts. Their desire to esta-
blish their regional monopoly his dis-
turbed the pesace of the concerned region.
Even in different communities or groups
th: desire for wealth and power has

caused petty disturbances resulting in
WAars.

In a family, if a member desires
for wealth or a showy - life, the mem-
ber is forced by circumstances to satisfy
his disire by unlawful means. This leads
him to be punished by the law, and the
rest of the members lose their peace.

In ancient times the destruction of
a kingdom was caused by the desire for
land and wealth. “*Ramayanam and Maha-
bharatha® clearly show how the peace
of those times was shattered to pieces
by the desire of the Kkings for land
and wealth,

In the 2(Cth century the only good
soul who ardently wished and worked
for the peace of the whole world was
Mahatma Ghandi. To ~ day we hear of

- mother Therasa known as the peace dove.

She is praised and respected by the
whole world. Pope -John Paul ardently
wishes for the peace of the whole world.
Last year 15th June was declared ‘‘Peace
Day”’by him and was observed by all.

We hear of prayers and poojas be-
ing conducted in churches and temples
for peace which mankind i: yearning for.
But, so far there is no sign of any peace.
The peace must come from the mind of
every one of us. We must work to create
peace. Then peace and calm will prevail
in every cornér of the universe.

«Peace is rarely denied tothe peace-
ful’® says Schiller. , &
So let us all who ardeatly desire for

a peaceful life try our utmost to create
peace and maintain it for ever.

M. Rajini
Faculty of Science



A Crash

Almost every day the newspapers re-
port of aeroplane crashes in some part
of the world or other, These incidents
have become very common inspite of the
_ fact that airlines spend millions of dol-

lars to make air travel as safe as possible.

Dozens of causes can Jead to  air
crashes. Eg;- Engine trouble, unexpected
storms in the atmosphere, losing ones
bearings and emerging out of a cloudy
sky.

In the aircrafts there are safety mea-
sures which minimise dangers to passeng-
ers and the crew. They are safety belts,
and inflatable dinghies to be used in case
the. craft falls into the sea. Inspite of all
these precautions, the air regulations sti-

pulate that passengers travel at their own
risk

One of the most tragic plane crashes
took place in Sri-Lanka was in 1974. An
aircraft carrying Muslims from Indonesia
to Mecca crashed against the mountain
peak known as the Seven Virgins. This

was the first time that such a big crash
had taken place in Sri- Lanka. It was
one of the most jnaccessible mountain
ranges. The area around it was full of

peaks, crags and precipices.

The captain of the plane was a ve-
teran pilot who had long years of ser-
vice, Yet, this trip was destined to be
the last for every ome on board, for
not one survived. The time was night and
the pilot was in touch with the ground
control at Katunayake air - port. All of
a sudden the villagers around Maskeliya

heard a deafening sound as though some-
thing terrible had happened.

Early next morning a few villagers
scouted the range of hills and they found
torn limbs and parts of human bodies

scattered on the hill - slopes. Only a few
of the bodies were intact.

It was a terrible tragedy and it took
some time for our people to get over if.

J. Jeneeta Premalla
Faculty of Arts.

With Best Compliments Frem

Leading
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My Experiences at the Kaith.ady Nuffield School

Nuffield school is an interesting in-
stitution. Y/hen we were asked to go there,
I thought that it was too far for me to

go. But after I went there I felt very
happy. Before 1 went there, Ihad a fc_zar
that I may not be able to speak with
the deaf and dumb students, but there

I found that they moved with us freely
and they liked to be friendly with us.

There are more than twe hundred
students and fifty teachers n the school.
There are two sections. One for the deaf
and the other for the blind. The name
of the principal is Mr. David. He is
hardworking and is dedicated to the pro-
gress of the school. The teachers co-oper-
ate with him and do their best by the
students. They are well - educated and
trained people and they teach patiently.

In the section for the deaf I wonder-
ed how they could speak with signs faster

than we could with words. Every one of
us should know the signs  which they

use to communicate with others, as they
are also members of our society. One of
the teachers told me that even during
holidays, they prefer to stay in hostels
than in their homes becausein their hos-
tel they could speak with signs but find
it difficult to communicate with others
at home even through signs.

In our society, most of the dumb
people are only deafs. Some have been
born deaf and others have become deaf

through diseases. They see letters as
if they were pictures. Some of the chil-

dren with a little bit of hearing managed
to speak with others, though not fluently.
These children are weaker than the others,
who had completely lost their speech. The
following reasons may be the cause for
their being weak in their studies. Even
though they are their own children some
parents don’t look after them well, and

don’t take any responsibility over their
studies.

[ am sorry to say, that these parents
don’t worry whether their children study
or not, In my opinion they aren’t suitable
to call themselves as parents. They don’t
even like to visit their children. It is hard
to believe that these people are in our
society. They must realize how much the
children’s mental and physical health would
be atfected by such conduct. ]

In the blind section, there are a few
students. They have classes up to grade
eight. After passing it the students are
sent to mormal schools for their higher
studies. They use ‘Braille’. It is made
up of six dots, and they use the letters
to make words. A teacher told me, that
it is too difficult to teach them at the
present time because our education in the
lower classes is based more on pictures
than on words. In addition to that, they
can’t get books in ‘Braille’. Even though
they face many difficulties, some students
are more intelligent than normal students.
We are proud to say that some of the
blind people have completed their degree
studies,

Nuffield school is not only a school
but also a home for the blind and deaf
students. When we go to a class we find
well disciplined students, with smiling
faces. The school, however, has financial
problems. The government and our Rich
in particular, should donate generously
for the welfare of the blind and deaf
students. 'The parents, too, must takea
keen interest in their progress. If there
is something that we <can do for the
betterment of their lives, we on our part
won’t hesitate to do it. The Nuffield
school had made me aware that there are
handicapped children in our society who -
deserve our sympathy and monetary help.

M. Ainkaran
Faculty of Medicine



At the Brink of Death

On 31st August 1988, our  Course
Leader Mr. N. Thevapalasingham arranged
our ° Practical Orientation Programme’
at the Kaitady ‘Home for the Aged’.
The Home is looked after by the Go-
vernment. About one hundred and seventy-
five old people live here. I was surprised
to hear that a 34 years old young man
was also living there. It was a bit of
interesting news to me. So my friend
Jeba and I met that young man  and
listened to his sorrowful story. He gave
a brief account of himself and about
his unforgettable experience.

Nada lived in Delft. He had three
children, two boys and a girl. He had
been a business man by profession, When
he was going to India on business
tragedy struck him. A

On the last day of 1983, Nada and
his brother Kumar went in a boat to
India. After they had finished their busi-
ness they left india for home. While they
were returning their motorboat broke
down. They tried and tried but they
could not repair the boat. They were
somewhere between  Kachatheevu and
Rameswaram, At that time they had some
Kanchi, jaggery and a cask of water.
They managed with whatever they had
for three days. After the third day they
could not even recognise where they were,
Days and nights passed but nobody
came to help. They started to see things
bu.t nothing materialised. They saw some
ships but they were far away from them
to seek help. Finally they gave up hope.
On the 14th day it rained. They gathered
the rain water and quenched their thirst,
Later they did not have even rain water
1o drink aud they did not have anything to

. eat.

At one stage their thirst and hunger
made them to drink their ewn urine.
After that they could not speak or even
touch the boat. They could not move their
hands and legs. They thought everything
was over. Nada being a pious man believed
that God will help him.

On the 19th day a South Korean
fishing - ship found them. That Korean -
ship had a small hospital in it and they
treated them. They found that Nada had
only a few hours to live. His brother,
however died. Nada did not know what
had happened to his brother. The Kor-
can - ship sent outa message and an am-
bulance boat came and carried Nada to
the- shore. Then he was admitted to a
hospital. The Koreans identified him as
an Indian by his skin. After two days
he could open his lips and said that he
was a Sri’ Lankan. Then they gave him .
special treatment for 43 days. At the end
of it he was able to speak and walk
with help. He was asked to stay for an-
other month. He wanted to return to
Sri Lanka. Thén the Korean Government
sent a message to the Sri Lankan am-
bassador. The latter made arrangements
to bring Nada to Sri Lanka. The Sri
Lankan Government informed Nada’s
family to come and take him. His uncle

- Teceived him at Katunayake International

alr port. He was under treatment at a
I'JAJurvedic‘ Hospital at Kaitady, Later
€ came to the ‘Home for the Aged’
with the approval of the ‘Social Service
Department, His poor family is liviog
with Nada’s father - in - law. Nada did
Dot like to be a burden to his family,
He had himself Come to this home. He
answered some of MYy questions with a
smile. Now he is growing a beard, T asked



him why he was growing beard. Here-
plied in -a gentle voice, “ I will grow it
till T am-able to walk to the church in
Deift ** . He believes that God rescued
hitn from death. He praises God. He
said that God came to help him in the
form of the Koreans, He said, “The Kor-
eans are Good Samaritans'’ . :

N.B. :

Nada had forgotten the names .
of certain people and places. He
could not call back the entire
story perfectly. He gave me only
a4 scrappy account. :
Arumugam Anton Paul
Faculty of Arts

““Even the whole earfh will fall to his hand at his desire,
provided a man hid, his time and acts at the right place”

We are glad to announce our well wishers
and customers that a Tri Colour large
size picture of i“l"hiruvalhivgr” is issued
for thesse who surrender 50 Milk White
Blue Soap Wrappers. Collect Milk White
Products Wrappers and win Super Gifts.

MILK WHITE SOAP WORKS

5252, K. K. 8. Road, Jaffna.

— KURAL




Discipline

The meaning of the word «discipline”
according to the dictionary is the behaviour
of established rules; system of rules for
conduct, or order maintained among the
school children, soldiers etc. This word
is often used to indicate the orderly
conduct, non prevalanceof chaotic situations,
imr;»ropcr systems or behaviour in person,
group of persons or activity. The success
of a nation, citizens or a single person
depends on the observance of discipline.

The code of conduct among the
school children, the rules’and regulations
enforced by the state for the maintenance
of law and order, public safety, the
“ethical conduct amaong the religious are

all accepted principles for the smooth and.

peaceful life style. The training of our
‘mind willingly, to abide by the controlling
authority or adherence to rules, regulations,
accepted values i5 ‘very necessary from
our childhood.

Indicipline is the order of the day.
Nations are fighting with each other.
Attempts to ananihilate the mere existence
of human beings, for mere hegemony by
powerful nations are apparent. Communi-
ties are fighting with each other for some
reason or other. All these are attributes
of a single person or persons, either power-
ful or not paying attention to discipline.

~codes of conduct,

Discipline applies to all, whether poor
or rich, uneducated or intellectual. Dis-
cipline is neither. slavery nor imposition
of .punishment. An orderly person, who
conforms to discipline, imposes self -
control of temptations or passions, makes
himself or herself fit for adult lite. Such
a person endures the inevitable stresses
in life and enjoys his  living spiritually
or otherwise.

Indiscipline is rampant not only among
the adults but also among school child-
ren. Strikes, boycotts, disobedience cam-
paigns, profest marches etc. are the
order of the day. Even Government machi-
nery is unable to maintain law and order
in view of the grave consequence  that
may ensue. ‘‘Charity begins at home”,
s0 they say. Similarly discipline must start
with the individuals in their homes, for
example, with loyalty to their . parents
first. The love or faith and sincerity to
their community, society, school, state etc,
comes thereafter.

‘A great nation is one which main-

tains peace and buwilds. up prosperity.
T'his is possible only when there are
disciplined citizens, amenable to its

rules and regulations.
Source; Communal Unity By M. K. Gandi.

Chithra Balasingam
Faculty of Medicine



The value of games and physical training

‘Mens sana in corpore sano”. This

n adage which throws ample light on

is a
the fact that the body and the mind
have to act together in order to make

human, life useful and successful. When
the mind is alert we are able to think
and act on proper lines. Physical train-
ing enables usto get benefits from our
thinking; in other words we have to keep
our mind and body in good health.

From times immemorial civilized man
has been taking great interest in the de-
velopment of his physical health. The
ancient Spartans and ~ Athenians took a
great interest in games.' As a result the
Greeks epjoyed physical and mental health.
This shows that games help us to de-
velop the mind as well" as the body for
a rounded personality.'Evcrjr person re-
guires mental and physical training. This

-~ lraining is given to man chiefly by games.

Outdoor games develon the ‘physical part
of the personality’ and indoor games in-
variably -develop the‘mental personality’.
From these points of view we can safely
conclude that games are as necessary as
book learning. Now there isa tendency on
the part of students especiaily to focus lot
of attention on mere book learning and
neglect games, This will produce evil ef-
fects in their later life. Hence it isim-
perative that our youngsters should take
sufficient interest in playing games.

Games help us ‘to learn good social
habits. In the field of sports opportuni-
ties are provided for learning good ha-
bits such as ‘team spirit’, “‘co - operation’
leadership, and above all ‘the spirit of

taking up a defeat or victory in the same
light’. This training is very essential for
a person to meet all the  problems of
modern living. While playing games a
feeling of interest and joy , creeps into
the minds of the participants as well as
in. the minds of the spectators. Lot of
mental relief is afforded to a person who
is engaged in some type of clerical and
routine work through games. People who
have enough interest in games not only
develop attractive physical = personality
but also have clear minds.

Educationists all over the world feel
that games are as necessary as book -
learning. According to some of them fifty
percent of a student’s learning should be
done through games. This statemeut may
be paradoxial but it is true. Tourna-
ments, competitions and contesis arc con-
ducted for the main purpose of develop-
ing personalities. - '

It is felt that most of our students
in Jaffna require lot.of training in games.
There is a general tendency on the part
of our students to move from place to
place merely to stock facts and figures .
that would just heip them to score good
passes in their examinations. We cannot
gainsay the fact that education or rather

book learning is an urgent need of young

people. But at the same time we would
like to stress on the fact that physica
training through games is a vital need
for our students. '

Mr. P. R, Shivanthan
" Faculty of Science



Kannan - A versatile creative Artist

" To many, Gobalakrishnan isan un-
known person but as “Kannan” his name
is a household word among the Tamils.
A versatile creative music COmMPOSer
«Kannan” was born on |3th March 1943
at Vannarpannai, Jaffna. :

Kannan was born and bred in an
atmosphere of arts and craffs, music and
drama. His father Muthukumaru was a
musician as well as a dramatist. :

Soon after he left school at the age

of sixteen, Kannan began to study music
under 2 ‘Guru’. The basic knowledge in
music he acquired from the family at-
mosphere helped him when he started
learning music systematically.

'ie learned his music under music
virtuosos like ‘Isai Arasu’ N. Shanmuga-
ratnam, ‘Shangeetha Booshapam’® Rajalin-
gam and ‘Veenai’ Krishnamoorthy iyer.

Kannan rose into eminence as a com-
poser of light music and he gained wide
popularity through his musical troupe
called ¢ Kannan Koshti’, He staged musi-
cal performances all over Sri Lanka.

_Many of his compositions in the
traditional style have been recorded and
released by the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation. He worked in the SLBC

‘pleasure in

as a light music COmMPOSer and has
also composed light music for Rupava-
hini. _

Kannan’s contribution to drama has
been considerable. Not  only did he com-
pose folk songs but also translated songs
from other ~languages and these have
added strength to dramatic productions: .

Kannan composed the music for the
Tamil - films such as ¢‘Komalikal’ (The
clowns, “Eamalikal ?(The Gullible), ‘ Thei-
vam Thantha Veedu’ (The Home God
gave). ;

He knows how to arouse powerful
emotions in his audience, to involve them
deeply in all that he composed. His
fine and diverse compositions have made
a considerable impact on the Tamil
audience. His knowledge of Carnatic
music helps: him a great deal in his
creative efforts,

Kannan is a voracious reader: he .
reads everything from science to music.

He is a versatile artist who finds
creating more and  better.
musical compositions to please  and en-
tertain his people,

S. Jeyasankar
Faculty of Arts

Time

S0 is every minute of time.

As every thread of gold is valuable,

Mason




Laugh a

Two friends after their tiresome jour-
ney entered a restaurant. The waiter ap-
proached them.

‘Waiter ;= May | help you ?

I like to have: tea and
tiffin.

‘Waiter :- What about you, Sir?

Ist friend :-

2nd'friend .~ I like to have coffce and.

: coffin.
Waiter .- (Thought for sometime
answered). Sorry Sir, we don’t
have this here.

Again Ist friend ordered for a bot-
tle of Fanta and the 2nd friend asked
for a bottle of Coke.

While they were enjoving their drink,
Ist friend said, ‘*Fanta is fantastic.’’

So the 2nd friend couldn’t keep quiet
and he. said, +*Coke is cocastic.”

A Sri Lankan student, after finish-

ing his A/L Exam, went to London for
his higher studies. Unfortunately, he was
not fluent in his second language, that is
English. One day as he was
in a British Transport Bushe happened
to meet one of his classmates who was
an English girl. In the course of con-
versation the Sri Lankan boy -happened
to say,

ses, His father
and

travelliing’

w'hile |

““I love you’’, ,
English girl :- 1 too love you.
But the boy in turn replied,

“l three love you.”

R. Pathmarajah
Faculty of Medicine

O it bl 0

A _boy was interested in writing ver-
got angry as his son was
always reading or writing verses and not
anything else, Qae ddy he beat him tho-
roughly. Even then. he shouted out ina

VErse. |

“Father, Father pil); take,
No more verses shall I make.”’

A small lellow, one day ‘wanted to
cut school. ; :
He rang ‘up the principal and asked,
“Who s  speaking there?”

. Out came the answer,

“The principal
is speaking.” : :

1

The boy :- *‘Principal, Sir, my son
won’t be coming to school today. Heis
having a severe headache.”

Principal ;- ** [bat's alrigﬁt. Who's
speaking there ?” - ‘
The boy :~ *That’s my father; Sir,”

Fayitha Farook
Faculty of Arts.

Right

I hate to see a thing done by. -_ha]ﬁes;

If it be right, do it boldly.

I it be wrong, leave it undone.

=




The Careful. Doctor

[

Manickam was employed as 2 servant
in a doctor’s house. Once he bought a
sweep ticket for two rupees and gave it
to the doctor for sate-keeping. When
the results were out, the doctor found thag
Manickam’s ticket had won the first prize
of five -lakhs. The doctor thought that
if he told this to Manickam' straightaway,
he might geta big shock and might even
‘get a heart attack. So he decided to
break the news to him gradually. So he

called him the next day and asked him’

«Manickam, you remember you bought
a sweep ticket?™

*“Yes Sir”" replied Manickam.

Doctor: ' “You see your stars are

a prize this time.”

favourable. You may win

Manickam: I don’t know Sir, but -
if that happens it will be
real luck.”

The doctor was pleased with his
progress so far and he continued
«Manickam, what would you do if by
chance you won the first prize of five
lakhs?*?

Prompt came Maaickam’s reply ““I will
give half of that to you, Sir.”

The good doctor got a heart attack
and fell down and died on the spot.

S. Ratheswary
Faculty of Arts

With the best Complimenis from:

NO.

RADIOMANUAL

121, 'STANLEY
JAFFNA.
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Friendship

in England.
of age and

john and Jimmy lived

They were both ten years _
went to the same school, three mil'es

away from their homes. They had to
walk to school every day and in win-
ter time they had to wear
to keep their feet from
their parents were poor, - the boys de-
cided to earn the money they needed
to buy their winter-shoes. They sold
news-papers to the public after school
and earned a few pennies every day. As
the winter term drew near, John fell
ill with pneumonia and was confined to
bed. He was not able to go to school

or sell papers. However, his friend
Jimmy came to sce him every day
after school and when he was a little

better and able to sit up Jimmy helped
him with the lessons he had missed,

One day as Jimmy was
home from school, he saw a pair of
winter-shoes, at a shop window. .They
seemed to be exacily the size and colo-
ur he wanted. ‘le asked the salesman
. what the price of the shoes was
and went away determined to save every
penny he could 1o buy the shoes for
winter wear. In the meantime,

returning

bad teld him, that he could go to
school in two weeks’ time provided he

snow-shoes
cold. Since

- been able to sell

: John was
getting better and better and the doctor

wore winter-shoes to protect his

from the cold,

Just a week before John was to begin
school Jimmy had saved enough money
to buy the winter-shoes he had seen at
the shop window. He went to the shop,
bought the winter-shoes and ran away
excitedly with the parcel to his friend
John and showed him the shoes. When
John saw the shoes he was happy for
Jimmy’s sake.- But added that if he had
papers with Jimmy
after school he, too, could have saved
enough money to buy a pair of shoes
for himself, He also told  Jimmy that
the doctor had advised him to wear
winter-shoes if he intended going to
school again. The doctor had said that
if he failed to wear winter-shoes he
would have a relapse of pneumonia.
As he said this, tears flowed down his
face. When Jimmy saw his friend’s tears
he was very sad. He said, ‘‘John! please -

feet

do take this pair of shoes. I can buy
another pair, whenr I earn the money
for it. Besides, I am very strong and

can brave the cold, but you cannot.”
So saying, he gave the shoes to John,
and when he saw the look of gratitude
on his friend’s face he was happy that

‘he had made the right decision.

Anjala Selvaratnam
Faculty of Agricultural Science

l On  Tale - bearing

-\ Thou shall not go up and down as a tale - bearer

among thy people...
\ Where no wood is,

there the five goes out;
So where there is no tale - bearer, the strive ceases

The Bible




A Prose - Verse mess - up in the Court;

Judge : (in stern voice to the convict) Accused - (Sar;:a;t;:ally)
. .~ SOrr
Look here man : o SR R
You are accused of dragging It _came out ju i

T gl ooy h.er W Judge: (more angrily)

You are acquitted man

Accused : (in witty mood) Giok ot o 1y . Silght

Wwell Sir, dragging a girl i

B\fl herlr;rm s , Accused : (more sarcash’cally}

“think - - -~ it’s 'on harm Thank you, Sir, :
VR ; Your verdicr is absolutely right.
ol A (;l:,ig?se 3 . K. Jeyapalan
' Y : : ts
Stop that silly rhyme : ; Faculty of Ar
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The Lost Happiness

Kamal was c<eated at his fruitstall as
usual. Some customers bought fruit from
him out of pity and because he was good.
That day two littis boys and their par-
ents came to the stall. Their father bought
some fruits from Kamal. The boys qu-
arrelled for the fruits. Secing their quar-
rel the father scolded them as he took
them away from there.

After they had gone away Kamal
ooked back on his past life.- My bro-
ther and I used to fight like often and
our father would scold us and make peace
between us. But now neither my father nor
my brother is alive. We have lost our
house too. My mother and [ are forced to

rough out in an annex. My mother has
lost the use of her legs. In those days,
how happy we used to be. Today my
mother and 1 are left helpless. If that
cruel shell had not fallen on our house
and snatched away my father and brother
they would be alive today! Our family, -
too, would have been like this family.
With these sad thoughts the unfortun-

ate fruit - seller took up the empty basket
and walked home ..

His happy boyhood, his father, his
brother - none ‘of these will come back
to him.

J. Eugine Clotilda
Faculty of Arts

With the Best Compliments:

NO. 456,

BHARANE PHARMACY

HOSPITAL ROAD
JAFFNA.




Universal Manhood

[ had chosen this topic to write be-
cause there is so much of precious
human lives lost on this earth as daily
reported in the Ppress. After receiving the
University education, which is supposed
to be universal in out look and _still, if
we are unable to think towards well be-
f others, it is purposeless to receive

ing o
in terms

University education thinking
of its ideals.

So much of scientific invention had
taken place on this earthin the field of
medicine . which had extended the span
of human lives and on other fields which
had made human lives comfortable on
this planet and man had taken fast stride
in conquering other planets.

The loss of human lives due to
natural causes had been reduced. More

time had been made available for himself to
leisure but luss of lives due to enmity

between nations or because of differ-
ence in political philosophies or because

of language difference are much more
higher than that of natural causes.

[t’s high time we puat an end to
this awesome .destruction _of human life.

Men are supposed to be the Super -
living species on this earth but his "car-
nivorous attitude must change once and
for all. So, let us all take a resolate
effort to make man’s life more worthy
of living on this planet.

i. Ithayarajah
Faculty of Science.

With Best Compliments From

C. I. ‘M. A.
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Know your Table Tennis (_An in-door game)

iable tenms was ntroduced in Eog-
land in 1922. Befors 1922 it was played
under the name of ‘ping pong' but then
it was resuscitated with the name of ‘table
tennis’. In January 1926 the International
Table Tennis Federation (I. T.T. F) was
founded by nine member countries. with
English officials taking the lead in its
administration. The United States table
tennis association joined the 1. T. T. F.
in 1930. ‘The game has now spread to
over hundred member countries,

It 1s a game played on a table which
uses some of the rules of the game of
tennis, with some variations. Table tennis
can be played by two or four players.

I'ne table should be made of absolutely

smooth wood. It has a green surface
with a white border. It is 76em otf
the ground and measures 274 om in

length and 1525 cm in width. The net is
1525 cm high and it divides the table
'nto two equal sections. The ball can be

white and celluloid or  plastic. It
weighs about 2.5 gm. Small bats or
racquets are used to hit the ball:

Generally it is made of wood and covered
with rubber. Their shape, size and weight
is at the discretion of : the player.

~ To serve, the player throws the ball
upwards by hand and strikes it so that
it first hits the court on his side and
bounces over the net into the opposite
court. The game proceeds with the players
hitting the ball after it has bounced
in their court and sending it directly back
to the opposite court, Each player serves
five times in succession and then changes
over. The game is won by the first player
to reach 21 points, with the lead of at
least two points. If opponents each have
20 points, the game will be continued until
a difference of 2 points is attained.

N. V. Devanand
Faculty of Agricultural Science
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Some Useful Information

Performances by

one person, a solo

two persons, a duet
three persons, a trio
four persons, a quartette

A baker’s dozen - 13

A decade = 10 years

A century = 100 years
Optimist — One who looks on the

bright side.

Pessimist — A melancholy person
who looks on the worst

side.

Coroner — A person who inquires
into sudden deaths.

Surgeon — A doctor who performs
operations.

Magazine — Place where explosives
are kept.

Valley — The low ground between

two hills.
Albumen —~ White part of an egg.

Yolk - Yellow part of an egg.

Un Kespect

Aim to be honest,

Open hearted, trustworthy,
Free from guile and double—dcaling

That is.the way to foster self - réspect
And gain the respect of others.

4.

The greatest English poet — JOHN

MILTON
Ihe greatest of all English Play—
Wrights-—-\\-’[LLIAM SHAKESPEARE

The greatest English Modern Play —
Wrights — BERNARD SHAW

The father of English Poetry
— GEOFRY CHAUSER

5. A Stethoscope—A doctor’s *‘Listening”

instrument .

A Microscope—An instrument that
magnifies tiny objects.

—An instrument that
makes distant objects
look bigger.

A Telescope

The last king of Ceylon was Wickrama
Rajasingha. His npationality was
Indian Tculnil.

The Jaffna Fort is the biggest Dutch
Fort in Ceylon.

Trincomalee is the best of the natu-
ral harbours in the world.

E. Antony Harold
Faculty of Agricultural Science




Please keep quiet. | am going to give vou few English words.

Silent Letters

bread, breast, dealt, jealous, meant,
threat.

benumb, comb, debt,
tomb, doubt, bomb.
ascent, descent, scene, scent, sceptre,
SCISSOrs.

Wednesday, Windsor, handsome.
height, yeoman.

design, feign, foreign, gnarl, gnaw,
reign, resign, sign.

bought, bright, brought, daughter,
drought, height, slaughter, thought,
tight, weight

ghost, beir. honest, honour.
rhyme, Thames, Thomas.
bruise, business, friend, juice, plait,
view.

acknowledge, knee, kneel, knew, knife,
knot, know, know ledge.

alm, almond, calf, calm, could, em-
balm, half, Lincoln, palm, salmon,
should, talk, walk, would.

dumb, lamb,

hour,

m
n

u

ue

mnemonic,  ranemonics. 3

autumn, column, condemn,
kiln, solemn.

Jeopardy, leopard,
contempt. corps,

hymn,

people.
cupboard, empy,

glimpse, pneumonia, raspberry, re-
ceipt, symptom,
bird, court, ear, far, guard, horn,

hear, heard, part, war, worse.
debris, island, isle, puisne, viscount.

apostle, bustle, castle, christen, Christ-
mas, epistle, hasten, listen, moisten,
often, soften, whistle.

biscuit, building, circuit.

plague, rogue, tongue.

answer, Greenwich, sword, towards,
two, who, whole, wholesome, whom,
whose, whoop, wrap, wrath, wrist,
write, wrong, wreath.

Miss. Mathavy Sundarampillai
Faculty of Arts

Best Wishes From

NEW MASTER
INSTITUTE

B. M,

LANE,
JAFFNA.




Do you know these’

‘fhe word ‘upliftment’ is not found
in the dictionary. But it is used free-
ly, in the leading newspapers and by
speakers, in Ceylon.

in the
included

‘Motorable’ is mnot found
Oxford Dictionary but is
in Webster’s Dictionary.

0. K’ - from the O.K. Club, a

democratic organisation supporting
President Van Burren (1840) for re-
election. O. K. is from Old Kinder-
hook, New York, his birth place.

A word with all the five vowel let-
ters in the usual order ; a. e, i, 0, u:i-

9.

him as ‘¢ Sandwich’’ which is pre-
vailing now.

Iwo scientists, one from New York
and the other from London invented
a new material. They got the “N, Y’
from New York and <“LON” from
London and named this'new material
as “NYLON”.

A sentence with all the twenty - six
letters -
[he quick brown: fox jumps over the
lazy dog.

The word ‘english® with a small ‘e’
is a.verb.

facetious. '10. in the following mnemonic sentence
. 4 ; the nine diphthongs of English are
The vehicle, which was used for included : ‘E.)I kno%v how tgheir dear
general  purpose in  Government b %0

- oy hates more tours.”
Departments was called as ‘G, P”’ y 4ij i
shortly ended in “Jeep”. i1. A word with one vowel and several

; conso -
The mistress of the Earl of Sandwich RS R i
n_:ladc a food for him for the first Miss, J. Thirunavakarasu
time and this food was named after Dental Faculty

With Best Compliments From

RADIANT INSTITUTE

ARIYALA|

JAFFNA.

WEST




News

How Mohenjodaro was destroyed :

We all know about the ancient city
of Mohenjodaro, but nobody knows how
this city was destroyed. The latest theory
is put forward by a Russian Scientist,
M. Dimitriev He says that a terrible
chemical explosion destroyed it, but this
was a rare natural calamity, an eutcome
of collision between different kinds of
atoms in the atmosphere.

A Scientist at Seven

In the U.S. A. an annual contest
takes place to judge the best invention
of the year. The first prize in a recent
Contest goes to Sachin Patel, the seven
year old Indian student in a Texas School.
He has planned a giant satellite with a
mirror that would reflect sunlight on the
earth in the winter, warming up any re-
gion. It will also produce electricity.

Back from beyord in 80 minutes :

A 22 year old chinese lady  Yang
Baoguan was bicycling to a relative’s
house when she decided to take a short
Cut across a frozen river. But the ice sud-
denly wave way at the centre of the river
and she plunged into the freezing water.
On being rescued and put in a hospital
her heart totally stopped. But it revived

after 80 minutes, a rare record of return
from death.

Flash

L New Anima) :

. It is not new on earth, but new to
man. We did not know that such an
animal existed. It is named GOLDEN
BAMBOO LEMUS. It is furry, - large
eyed creature, 80 ¢. m. long, weighing
about 1. 2 kg which loves to move about
at night. Like men and apes, it has flex—
ible hands and feet. 1t is found in
Madagascar.

A house under the sea:

A three - room house has been set
on the ocean bed near the Vergian Is-
lands. Scientists will work here to study
the ocean at its depth.

Gone with the kite :

The eight year old Deandra of Cali-
fornia was flying a kite in a park when
suddenly she saw herself going up! Her
parents . who were seated on the grass
saw their daughter fiying over their heads!

What happened? The nylon string of
the kite got entangled in a small plane
which was descending. However, after
swinging through the air for 30 metres,
Deandra slackened her hold on the rope
and came down. Luckily, she was not
injured,

S. Shanmugapiriya
Faculty of Science.

On scandal

Scandal, thy name is legion -
Thou art responsible for 50 much in life,
So much mental and pbysical pain.




On Troubles

but look for
SUCCESS,

you’'ll find what you look for; don’t
look for distress.

DON'T hunt for trouble,

if you see but your shadow, remember,
[ pray,

That the son is still shining, but you’re
in the way.

Don’t grumble, don’t bluster, don’t
dream and don’t shirk.

Don’t think of your worries, but think
of your work;
the work will

be done.
No men sees his shadow who faces the sun.

)t 3

The worries will vanish,

| ALWAYS make the most of my en-
joyments, and though I do not cast
my eyes away from troubles,

[ pack them into as small a compass
as I can for myself, and never let
them annoy others.

— Robert Southey

O :

It is usually not so much the greatness
of our, trouble, as the littleness of
our spirit, which makes us complain.

—  Jeremy Taylor

[ et
MARK TWAIN once said, ©“ Through a
long life I have encountered many

serious troubles, most of which have
never happened.”

2 [

NEVER attempt to bear more than one
kind of trouble at once. Some people
bear three kinds - all they have had,
all they have now, and all they ex-
pect to have,

— Edward Everett Hale

NOT a few of our troubles are the
result of acting before thinking ; we
do our thmking afterwards —and too
late.

|
THERE is a solution to every business and
every domestic problem. That solution
is always existing, it has only to be
discovered.
When it is tound and applied, the pro-
blem no longer exists.
So troubles are never so real, never
so serious, as they are believed to be.
Troubles which are tackled instead
of being talked about disappear like mist

hefore the morning sun.

TROUBLES are unduly magnified. Ahead
they sometimes appear as high and
insurmountable as the Himalayas.
But when' they have been overcome,
as they invariably are, they appear
"behind us to have dwindled down to
little molehills. Then we wonder why
all the anxiety, the sleepless nights

and the fear of the worst which never
comes.

WHEN anything brings trouble, remember
this maxim : this accident is not a
disaster, but bearing it well may turn
it into an advantage.

- Marcus Aurelius.

e

WHEN we can’t make light of our trou-
bles, we can keep them dark.

9 oy
YOU can't keep trouble from coming,

but you needn’t give it a chair to
sit on.

B. D. C. Prabananth
Faculty of Arts



Self - Confidence

EVERY man can develop the power of

determining, controlling his thoughts

. Character is built up by long-
continued habits of thought.

Bernard Hollander, M.D.

N

(L1

HE that is slow to anger is better than
the mighty ; and he that ruleth his
spirit than he that taketh a city.

Proverbs 16 : 32

HE who conquers h:mself is greater than
he who taketh a city. And when he
has won his personal victory, the

neighbours usually crowd around for .

help.

LET each man make of himself that
which he instructs others to be. Him-
self well controlled, he may control
others.

— Buddha

P

MAN who man would be, must rule the
empire of himself.
— Shelley

SELF - CONTROL is the master - key to
the solution of all our troubles.
Lack of self - control is the cause
of all vices ; the exercise of self —
control is the only remedy.

THE Government of oneself is the only
truc freedom for the individual .

N

THE command of one’s selfis the great-
est empire a man can aspire unto,
and consequently, to be subject to
our passions is the most grievous
slavery ; neither is there any triumph
more glorious than that of the victory
obtained over ourselves, where, whilst
the conflict is so short, the reward
shall ever last,

W

THE life of self - control is not grievous
but joyous when we become accustom-
ed to it. It clears the mind S
Strengthens the judgment : it elevates
the character. It is the true freedom
which places us above both our bo-
dies and our minds, and so gives
us the true use of them.

— Benjamin Jowett
23 )

THE poorest education that teaches self-
contro] is better than the best that

neglects it.
: - — Sterling
: B
THRICE noble is the man who of him-
self is king.
— Phineas Fletcher
e '

VANQUISH your feelings and your wrath,
you who conquer other things.
— Ovid

WHOSO controlleth his mouth and his
tongue, keepeth his soul from trouble.

~ Proverbs

S. Yogarajasingam
Faculty of Engineering
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On Languages

To a mosquito

Will you come,......
Beacuse they are......
Vision?

Is Life worth living
When my Lover .....
To Live in Hearts

I Journeyed ..

Down in Doep Slumber
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On Languages

Lang-lr.ages
are, many
Yes
They :re
many, many, many,;
much more —
and inany, many, many.
Butr —
[here’s only
: One

and only one

That’s understood

By many, many, many —
Yes - by

much more

and many, many, many
That’s

The Poor man’s

Penny, Penny, Penny —
Yes

Or

I he Rich man’s

Big load

Of money money money

If money will do good for mad people
Then I’m sure
Pink pills will also do good for pale people

Malini Selvanayaham
Faculty of Science



To a mosquito

Your trequent visits, daily,
Bothers me — in my sleep.
| prefer a sweet slumber
To your keeping me company.
I strive to be healthy

But you make me sickly.
With your stings.

How’er you may Sing

You cannot have me !

So, stop worrying me

And let me be.

For, who’er heard

Of anyone :
Marrying a mosquito !

T. Indramathy
Faculty of Medicine

Will you come, my dear

I met you in the street,

I treasured you in my heart,

I saw you in my dreams.

Will you come to me, my dear ?

P’ll wait for your coming,
Till the *“Second Coming’’
Only tell me, you’ll come,
Will you, my dear?

Last I saw you on Thursday,
It happened to be my Birthday,

You filled my heart with desire,
Will you come my dear?

You’re my only love
Love me and let me live
Deny me, and I'll die -
For want of thee,

u Bonson
Faculty of Arts



Because they are all my Friends

Life is to be lived

To heip and serve others

My labour doesn’t marcter

If T spend it for the good of my friends.

I love my friends

But they do not know this »
Exceeding love [ have for them ¥
Because they are all my friends.

They say that they are my friends
But only when they need my assistance
Yet I love them all and always
Because they are all my friends.

Sometimes when the bitterness of frustration torments me
They offer only feelingless uncomforting words

Yet 1 love them all and always

Because they are all my friends.

They often speak slanderous things behind my back
Which wounds my heart gives pain aud tears

Yet | shall love them all and alwavs

Because they are all my friends.

When in distress I have no solace
No friends to be seen by my side
Though 1 have loved them all

And T deem them all my friends.

I want to be true to ali

But some aren’t just faithful
But I love them all and always
Because they are all my friends.

I'hey need me to do their dirty work
But T can never do this.

But I love them all

Because they are all my friends.

1 love them all
Yes, 1 love them all

Because they are all my friends
Yes, they are all always, my friends.
Alexander Jebanesan
Faculty of Arts.



Vision?

The twilight turned into a gloomy solemn night,

With the hissing chilly wind - blowing very hard,

As to break the gravely silence of that night, 1
On thar ocean of wild ever - green grass.

With her eyes sparkling, through her long silky eyelashes,
Which out - did the twinkling stars in the galaxy above,
She looked like an angel - my heart’s beloved,

Seated on that widely spread dew pearled grass.

The totally lit moon, hid behind the floating . clouds,

As if its pride was shaken, by her furnace like glcwing face.
Her cheeks red with blushing, her lips with a gentle smile,
She looked like a blossom - with a divine grace,

Her scarf around my neck, and with a proud leaping heart,

[ lay on her lap, with my fingers - in her windswept blond hair
Her lips didn’t move, but her glittering eyes,

Were telling numerous stories - like a mum to her bonny child.

Hours hastened by, then she left me behind,

And 1 staggered home - with my heart declining,
Cherishing the moments, with my beloved one,

Then suddenly came conscious ‘her scarf was with me.

| hurried to her house, and rang the doer bell,

Then after a pause - the door was opened by her mother.
Who stood there with sorrowful mourning eyes,

Which looked at me - with deep sympathy

[, with a hesitation, returned the scarf,

Asking her to give it to my sweet little lass,

Then she started weeping, and reminded me,

It was exactly a year, since my beloved departed from me.

With blood trickling down, I stood there, nsrve - shaken,
Recalling back memories, with my aching heart broken:

And then became conscious of my lady’s untimely tragic death,
With tears erupting in my burning eyes - thinking of her fate.

With her fragranced memories fresh in my mind,

Day and night I lived with an imaginary sight;

Oh! why did God take her away, so quickly from me ?

I suppose she was too good - to live in this world full of lies |
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But then theie arose a question in my mind,

How come I got her scari this night?

Was it her Gh ........ 0st? or was it a vision

I could not answer, for I stood heart and soul shaken !

A. Brintha
Faculty of Science

“Is Life worth Iiving”

Press On ! Press On !

Climb the rocky steeps of life
Climb up boldly

Climb up fearlessly

He who dares to dash
- Towards the last lap of his climbs
Shall find the true meaning of Jife
Therefore,

Press On ! Press On!

Life is a slow race worth living

By: En. Tee

An Appreciation of the poem

The writer of the poem *Is life worth living”® is trying to say
that life is for living and not for anything else. Everybody
bas problems in his life, but he who tries to tackle the problems
will know what life is for. The Poet’s repetition of the  words
“Press on ! Press on !*’ is to stress emphatically on the fact that
everyone must try hard, act boldly and feailessly and dare to
throw in a challenge and overcome his problems. Only then will
he find the true meaning of life.

“Climb the rocky steps of life’’. This line shows the difficulties
a man who wants to live must face. “Climb up boldly, Ciimb up
fearlessly”. By these lines the Poet is trying to stress how much
we have to strive to live a worthy life because “life is worth
living”.

~ This poem is a call to the reader to wake up from his slumber
and act positively to live his life because life is given to us to
live and live well, overcoming all barriers.
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recalls to mind Tennyson's iamous lines

This simple short poem |
find and not to yield”.

“wto strive, to seek, to
ed by our Course Leader to test our power of
ehension (Monthly Test Paper No 5) This
answer .

This poem was CcOMpos

appreciation and Compr

appreciation was chosen as a model
T. Ravishankar
Faculty of Science

FOR YOUR DAY - TO- DAY ELECTRICAL GOOLS REQUIREMENT:-
visiT: NEWTONE ELECTR|CALS

PHILIPS MAKE: DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
GAS COOKERS
REFRIGERATORS
PEDASTAL FANS
TABLE FANS
ELECTRIC BULBS ETC.

CHINESE MAXE: HOT PLATES
ELECTRIC IRON
ELECTRIC OVEN
RICE COOKER ETC. EIC.

MORE ATTRACTIVE DISCOUNTIS ON “WHOLE SALE” PURCHASE
C. B. E. BULBS

EVERYDAY BATTERIES AND FLASH LIGHTS
S. LON PIPES AND FITTINGS

NEWTONE ELECTRICALS

141, 143 STANLEY ROAD, JAFFNA.




Guest Poets Guest Poets Guest Poets

When my Lover Left me Behind

When my Lover
Left me behind

AR e

When she joined
Another

I stood there
Before .

Before my mirror -
All furiously
Fuming

And frowningly
Fretting

Until - 4
Until all its
Mercury

Melted away.

And then -
Right through
That Plain glass
All crystal clear
I saw

Yet another......
Another Helan
Stealthily
Smiling at me,

And oh !
Once again

My poor
Aching eyes ......
They got

Lit - up

And they
Peeped 5

Into hers ......
Yes !

Into those
Dazzling
Darting eyes
That spoke -
Yet

Another

Thousand lies,
By : Mr. N. Thevapalasingham



To Li—vé n Hearts :
you Leave behind is not die

Where have you gone, Dear. leaving me
What made you to say good bye

From this cunning and wicked world
Your fate or the happening taking place
: in our Every day life

To miss you and mourn: for you
in my Broken Heart

What sin has this calamity brought

Unbearable as one Bears a
Poisoned Dart

Youn glided Imperceptibly from
this Earth

The land of your laughter and
your mirth
Your Soft Smiles and Soft Veice are
But a Memory
Which in my heart I Shall
Ever Carry
With Eyes Heavy and Red
I Mourn thee '

For you and I were Two Souls
with a Single heart
Two hearts that Beat as one
3 Single Part
Now let me Disemble my
Sorrow
But at least my Morrow

Mrs. K. Rohini

Tomorrow may never come.
Do the essential thing today;
Behold, now is the accecptable time,
Now is the day of salvatlon.

— 2nd Corinthians 6 : 2



I Journeyed...

Novembezr -
The cruellest month to travel.

In Jaffpa,

It was the rainy season
Lanes muddy

Roads rutted and puddled,
Streams of slimy ‘water
Explode from moving vehicles,
A new kind of baptism.

1 journeyed

To a distant land,

Not as the Three Wise Men of yore
But as a worshipper of Mammon
In search of Naira.

1 journeyed,
Not on camel back

But in crowded coaches and compartments

In wombs of great metalic birds.

Mind restive

Of high - jackers and Red - brigades.
[t was, as you might say,
Altogether an unpleasant flight.

Hours later,
Like a Roc

The great bird settled on the tarmac,

From its cavernous mouth
Out tumbled
Black, brown and white.

Lightly on Nigerian soil 1 alighted,
A hammering Harmattan
A cold and dusty welcome.

Immigration, Health, Customs
‘No problem’.

A smile, a frown

Gestures galore.

Touts and taxi - drivers
Drag in diverse directions
Drive you crazy.

Morning at nine.

M. E. Room

The V.I1.L.O.

Surveys - thinks g2
You an U. F. O.

‘File missing’.

Scratching of heads

Consultations,

Running feet,

Adventures in ‘Alice in Wonderland’.

‘Report at G.S. S. Makarfi’.

««Makarfi”

Thoughts of ‘Arabian Night’s Dream’
of Emirs,

Merchant princes,

Slaves and sherbet

And dusky beauties

1 dream.

No.

No. No.

Makarfi is a bush.
A bush. A bush.

Yet,
This was my choice.
Dare I complain?

Notes:

V,1.L.0O. Very Important Looking
_ Officer.
U. F. 0.  Unidentified Flying Object.

By: Mr. S. Rajasingam



Down 1n

Down in deep slumber,

She lay stretched on her bed,
With arms, both locked

Right over her chest. .

So pale was her face,

So frail was her frame

That she lay motionless
Stricken with

Both sorrow and shame.

Tick, tick, tick-

Went the wall clock ticking
Ticking its time

Towards midnight twelve;
And there stood on her table
Her chamber lamp '
Very darkly

And dimly beaming;

So low was its wick

And so much was its oil
That it cast

Upon her bed

Ghostly shadows-

That could stir up
Even the dead.

There,

Suddenly then came

A faint cry from the cot;
And up from her bed-
She arose

And now

Without a breath

Without a word

She looked to the right
And then to the left-
And swift as an arrow
She flew-

Then reaching the cot,
Her frail arms into it
She reluctantly......, dropt.

Now,
In tenderness-

Deep Slumber

® For her babe
There she sought.
But, nought was in there
L-y-i-n-g
Save one, a single
Of the pillow twain-
While the other,
‘Twas missing-
Missing for ever

" And never again
By her to be seen.

Now,

Half awake

And half asleep

She thought it was
Her darling babe.
Then bending so low
She lifted it up

And pressed it against
Her aching breast.

Just then,

The ticking clock-
It struck its chime
And she came back to her mind
Though it wasn’t yet

Tts feeding time

She hugged it tight

And then turned to the light:
And now - reckoning

The lifeless

Cheeky pillow

She fell screaming

Flat on the floor

And there she lay. weeping-
Weeping in great anguish
And wailing beside
Beside..... her dreamy bed

Little then did she know

That her bonny babe was below-
Below in the sands
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Buried a week ago, V/as her infant sweet-
And that the other pillow B-u.r-i-e-d
Was lying below Buried to lie in deep slumber.
Below the tender head And the poor
Of her beloved dead. Mourning ‘Ma’
Had dreamt that night-
‘Twas far - Of her dear departed
Far away from his cot Darling babe.

Wrapped up in death’s dark gloom

There betwixt two tombs By: Mr. N. Thevapalasingham

Appreciation on ¢Down in Deep Slumber’
By S. Srinivasan Esqr., M. A.
Retired Principal, Atiiar Hindu, Neervely, Jaffna:
¢ Mathilai
Thirunelvely South
Jaffna.

I have always advocated that practising poets must attempt to write
poetry in their mother tongue alone or at least do so before venturing
into compositions in an alien language. But Mr. N. Thevapalasingham’s little
poem has put me in a quandry. It is an excellent piece which haunts me
perpetually en account of its splendid rhythm and its diction. If one cri€s
out that it is a wee bit sentimental, I should turn round and say
emphatically ‘If this is sentimental, pray give me more of it, ‘for it satisfies
my ‘pleasure principle’. A fairly intricate poetic pattern has been beautifully
wrought out and I am sure that En Tee would in no distant times come
out with better poems. To use the language of Wordsworth-an incident
from common life has been given a colouring of the poet’s imagination which
bas made it strange and lovely -in fact a sea change. We expect more
poems from the pen of this poet.

Sgd: S. Srinivasan

On Religion

Men will wrangle for religion; write for it; fi TR
1 3 or it; fight for 1t; die f + anvihi
but live for it. » g or it; anything

— (. C, Colton
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GELT’S Approach in Learning English

The story of Adolf Hitler |

How unreasonable Eaglish is!

English essential for Science and Mathematics
Filling up thc deepest gulf

Drama aod Theatre in Education

A Note on modern Tami Poetry

An Interview - “*Teaching of English as a second Language”
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GELT’s

GELT is a brain child of University
Grants Commission. It started in 1987
and. is continuing this year too. It’s
appreciated by the higher educational
authorities as well as the selectees for the
University. It’s a nightmare now that
parents and children are anxious to be
fluent in communication English. GELT is
somcthmg special which provides experience
in work as well as Janguage skills.

“A Command of Language is a
powerful instrument in the modern world.
We need 1o strive for it—** P-Gurrey in
Good English.

The place of Emnglish in Sri Lanka
Schools as second language today has
hindered to some extent
their forward march towards international
status.

Knowing English is like possessing
an all countries passport. It also follows
that more languages a person can command

the fuller and richer is his life and the
greater his responsibility too.

During British rule there were three
types of schools according to the medium
of instruction — Verpacular Bilingual and
English.

The teaching of Enlish was successful
to a large extent because of the fact
that the whole school time was devoted
to the teaching and the learning of it.
The atmosphere was ‘*English’” and all
activities in class or outside were conducted
Im English. With a view to make pupils
proficient in speech Mother Tongue was
prohibited both in School and outside it.

With the change of policy of Education
there was a change in the medium of

the youth: in .

Approach in Learning English

Mrs. Y. Dhayaparan
Tutor - JHC GELT Staff

instruction. The place of English in the
School Curriculum became Secondary. As

a result the present generation is in need
to be proficient in. English.

Now the Educatjonists and the Govt.
realise the importance of English. And
the Guvt. is taking all the remedial steps
to bring back the Enghish Standard,

In the meantime University Selectees,
those who seek employments, and who
intend to go -abroad strongly feel the

need . of English and are anxious to learn
English in° a Communicative way.

‘ILhe foundation of a living language
is the spoken and not the written form.
The corner stone of our language building
must be the Speech lesson” — A.W. Frisby

Students must be allowed to com-
municate and the teaching and learning

progesses must provide enough opportunities
for them to ezpress themselves.

I’s idle, however to pretend that
the pupils can leara the second language
all. along the line as they do the first.
The environmental and other conditions
being different, adaptation of method is
DECBSS&I’Y
(1) Memorising is a powerful a1d to the

acquisition of Language ability.

(2) One of the effective ‘method of

Language learning is learning by doing-
(3) The work of the class must be done

in an atmosphere of confidence and °

friendship.

(4) Pupils must not have a fcar of making

a mistake. There should be no fear
of the subject,



Cheerfulness and a fund of patience
is essential to teach English as a second
language.

The approach in learning English at the
Jaffna Hindu College Centre enormously
helped the students to gain confidence,
speaking ability, broadmindedness and in
understanding each other through English.
The programme included Language games,
Debates, Dramas, Role Plays, Miming,
Elocution and Recitation. These activities
brought out the hidden talents of the
students. Those who came to the programme
in August with very little knowledge of
the language showed remarakable impro-
vement.

In short I should say—it was the
spirit of ““Team Work” from both the
members of the staff and the students
that made all the difterence in the mastering
of the language to some considerable

extent.
-

Those who are in the first and second
groups showed their appreciation in
learning literature. This time the syllabus
included a variety of sections-Language
and Literature together moulded the youths
mentality to a certain extent. 80 9, of the
studeats are keen and gained fluency in
speaking. So the GELT’s approach must
be dilferent from the school level and it
must be able to produce more English
speaking youths to wipe away all the
differences. The lack of Link Language
has caused all the present turmoil.

To live peacefully in a multi cthnic
country Link Language is very essential
and GELT is felt by Govt-To a successfu
learning of a new language, communi-
cative method is more appropriate. Writing
is secondary; Listening and Speaking skills
should be stressed.

And 1 hope next year the approach
of the GELT in teaching will be more
effective.
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The Story of Adolf Hitler

The rise and fall of Adolf Hitler,
the German dictator who planned and
carried out the Second World War is
an object lesson for all nations for all
times. More than four decades have pass-
ed since Hitler bade farewell to life and
to history. To the present generation
who may have very little or no know-
ledge of what Hitler stood for and did,
an account of his life and deeds might
appear to be pages out ofa horror fic-
tion. But the fact thatis a part of cur-
rent history and there still are people who
have recollection of those  nightmarish
days proves the old saying that truth
is stranger than fiction.

It is true that Germany had been
treated rather badly at the end of the
first World War. The Germans were
bitter about the subsequent peace trea-
ties. They suffered terribly from the after
eltects of a war which was largely their
own making. Thus it was easy for a
daring and unscruplous army Corporal
to attract people especially the advent-
urous youth to a party sworn to avenge
defeat and humiliation; The more fanati-
cal his Creeds and programmes were the
more attractive they seemed to Germans.
Thus all the others socialists, moderates
christian democrats had to give way to
the Nazis whose creed of “‘One -Nation
One leader”” brought all power into the
hands of the leader,

‘“Power Corrupts, and absolute power
corrupt absolutely’’. A shocked world
watched silently and helplessly as Hitler
translated his programme into action.

By Mr. K. Puvanapooshanam
B. Sc. (Cey.); Dip-in-Ed.

"le propounded the ‘*Superior Race The-
ory” and when tens of thousands of Jews
were rounded up and tortured in gag
chambers and were given mass buria]
the world feebly protested. Hitler asked
them whether they do not exterminate
the lice that infect their hair. He boast-
ed that, he would oraer to make fur

coats out of the skins of Jews for Ger-
man ladies. The Germans applauded.

After exterminating his political en-
emies and the Non - Aryans, Hitler turned
to the smaller countries of Europe. The
lightening speed with which he overran
them before and after the formal out-
break of war shocked the world. The
ruthless suppression of all resistance
movement in these countries made the

German Gestapo the bye - word for tor-
ture and butchery.

But Hitlers war was doomed from
the start. He had no answer to the British
navy. He was bound to run short of
supplies sooner or later. To remedy this
he undertook his ill - fated invasjon
of Russia. When finally the Germans
started their retreat from Moscow and
Leningrad, Hitlers Fatherland lay at the

mercy of the Russians whom - he dispised
and ridiculed.

Two incidents at the tail-end of
Hitler’s career give a clear insight into
the nature of the man. With the massive
Russian Red army ready to enter Ger-
many and Western allies poised for the
final kill strike, Hitler ordered his army
of occupation in France to burn down
Paris completely. But luckily for France



and more luckily for Germany his offi-
cers for the first time refused to carry

out his order. The other one - in his final
broad - cast to the nation from his high
security under - ground chamber, Hitler
explained the csuse of the defeat - as
Germany was a nation  unworthy of a
Great leader like Hitler that God  has
given them.

After the war German intellectuals
wondered aloud how an intelligent race
like the Germans came to accept the crude

leadership and dangerous politics of a
dictator like Hitler. Hitler’s adventure

did cause the division to Germany into
West Germany and East Germanay. The
rise and fall of Hitler is a good object
lesson to all world leaders  who have
extra - territorial ambitions.

£ i

“Blessed are the peace makers for they shall be called the children of God”.

“Love thy neighbour as thyself”.

The Holy Bible
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How unreasonable English is!

It was acold October morning. The
three of us were waiting for the bus
that was to take wus to London. We
were post-graduates at the Reading Uni-
versity. Leonora and I were on the
Linguistics Course. The sheikh who we
had just met was doing Law.

The sheikh was very critical of the
British. ““They never say what they feel!”
he lamented. Asked why he formed that
impression, he said, “One says ‘I'm sorry’
but he is not really sorry. I won’t say
‘sorry’ unless I feel sorry.””

**Why don’t you try to understand
the British way of life?”* we implored
but, like the village school master, even
though vanquished, he could argue still!

The problem with our friend was
that, like many foreign learners of English,
he was taking things Lterally. Listening
to him, T was reminded of an English
teacher who once asked an ELT expert:
“‘What’s the answer to the question ‘How
do you do?” The response to ‘How do
you do? is ‘How do you do? but
consider this social exchange :

“Hcllo, John. How are you?*

“Fine, thank you. And you?*’

“Fine. Thanks,” '

I must confess that all our attempts
to translate expressions like ‘Thank you’,
‘Beg your pardon’ or ‘Sorry’ sound
artificial because the mode itself is alien
to ws. This is not to suggest that we
are an ungrateful or an unrefined lot!
Probably we express ourselves non-verbally,

S. Pathmanathan B. A. (Hons.)
(Dip - in- App. Ling)
Lecturer, Palaly Teachers’® College

The main purpose of language is to
communicate. But let us not forget that
language is inextricably linked with the
culture of the people who use it. The
statement *‘ile is walking his dog up the
hill”” sounds rather odd because we don’ts
like the Englishman, take time off to
“walk®’ our dogs!

To wost of us English teachers
‘washing’ is the continuous form of the
verb ‘wash’. But an expression like
“Mother is hanging out the washing to
dry”” might sound unusval. ‘Washing’
means the clothes washed and still wet.
When a housewife says, “<Will someone
help me with the washing-up?’’ she means
the dishes and cutlery after a meal.

From washing the next step is, of
course, ironing and believe it not, the
following construction which could make
many raise their eyebrows, is ‘good’
English, in Northern England:-

“Do you want your shirt ironing?*’

In all cultures euphemism has a
place. A visitor calls on you. He has
been chatting with you for quite some
time and if you ask him “Would you
like to wash your hands?’’ you are really
asking him whether he would like to use
the toilet. A Sri Lankan and his English
wife were paying me a visit. I was then
staying in a University Hostel. We had
been talking for over two hours and the
couple were to drive 40 miles back home. -
So, I felt it was but courtesy to ask
the lady, *Would you like to wash your



turned to his

1] t an
hands?” My counirym 2ita?”’

pretty wife: «What’s the matter,
1 was crestfallen.

It was a Sunday. The students wo:ke
up late, one by one, and were gc.m:lg
about doing their chores - some washing,
some reading the papers and so on.
Janet came out of her room and Uma
greeted her.

«Good morning, Janet” ;
«“Good morning, Uma. Isn’t it a
lovely day?” '

«Yes. And I’'m awfully hungry!”
«Really? 1 just had tea.”

«What? You had only tea?”

To Uma, an Asian, ‘tea’ meant just tea
but Janet’s tea included an egg and
cereal!

And ‘high-tea’? It’s a meal taken
between lunch and supper!

When 1 first heard the expression
“the meat is cooking’, it was so jarring
that I asked my tutor whether it was
correct English! ‘Cooking’, I thought, was
a transitive verb (e.g. ‘“We cooked
caulitlower today”) and I was unaware
of its intransitive function.

Other intransitive verbs with a ‘pas-
sive’ sense are ‘read’ and ‘sell’.

Your book reads well.
His new novel is selling well.

it’s worthwhile observing how eco-
nomically and effectively the native speak-
er uses language in real situations. We
are so grammar - conscious that we feel
uncomfortable in using just bits of lang-
vage for communication. We would ra-
ther speak in full sentences ! John, my
room - mate opened the door for me,
I walked in. He was stirring tea.

««Tea?'’

«Yes, please !"’
«« Milk 2°**
««Of course’’
«Sugar 7’’
““Two”’

We were not making grammatically
complete utterances but we were effec—-
tively communicating !

Well, this is yet another  aspect a-
foreign learner has to get used to. In
real life, we don’t always utter gram-
matically complete sentences, do we? Phra-
ses, hesitation markers and even pauses
can communicate. One might ask, -"What

if T don‘t use all that? Why should 1
speak like the native speaker?’” The
answer is this : Language is changing.

If you are not alive to change, “‘in a
tomorrow’s world you will be speaking
a yesterday’s language !’’

Observe people when they are relax-
ed or when they have a need to com-
municate. In Sri Lanka you hear pass-
engers trying to find a seat asking, ““Is
this (seat) occupied ?*° - a usage you will
never hear in Britain  or the  States.
There, it is simple and direct ;

“*Is this seat taken?*’
See how dated we are !

Remember those idioms in Practical
English which we learnt by heart? A
friend of mine, teaching English in Zam-
bia, had said, in a casual conversation,

“The old man kicked the bucket !’
A native speaker, who was on the staff
remarked : <“God, not even our grand-
fathers would have spoken such English !”’
My friend, not to be beaten, replted :

“It was your great - grandfathers who
taught us 1

-



In our culture, a manand a woman
have to get married to live  together.
The society frowns upon extra - marital
relationships. In the West a man anda
woman may live together by  mutual
consent. Whether they are legally married
or not is nobody’s business. But (such)
affairs become subjects of gossip.

«“«And gossip, gossip from all the
nations®’
-W. H. Auden-

The British are no exception ! I was
faken aback when a British lecturer re-
marked, “Pat, do you know  Cathy is
Tom Brown’s common - Jaw wife 27 (A
common - law wite is one who is not
legally married but lives with a man).

7

The Asians usually rush to express
opinions. The Europeans are very guard-
ed. As a rule, they don’t make adverse
comments or condemn anyone. [ happen-
ed to listen to a talk over the BBC
World Service. It was a Christmas me-
ssage by an Anglican minister. I was s0
impressed that I taped it and transcrib-
ed it. A few weeks later I was introdu-
ced to a Mehodist minister. I passed the
script to him. He went through it and
remarked, “It’s interesting /’’ It took me
some time to understand that it wasn't
a compliment but a polite way of say-
ing ‘I don’t like it !> The sheikh was
right, after all !

See how difficult it is to come to
terms with the nuances of  English ?
It’s intergsting, isn’t it ?
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English essential for Science and Mathematics

It is now being asked why an English -

Education is necessary for those who want
to specialize in Science and Mathematics.
All things are subject to division and
languages may be divided into the dog-
matic and the pragmatic (Dogma from
Greek equal teaching; pragmatic = from
Greek prassien : to do) that means in
certain languages the emphasis is on the
taught whereas the other type emphazises
doing.

It may be imagined that the Eastern
Janguages are by nature dogmatic, and
western languages by nature pragmatic.
Yet we shall find that western languages
are also dogmatic.

Archimedes the Greek mathematician
was an exception. Roger Bacon is of
course a much later figure and belongs
actually to -the Renaissance movement.

~ Plato the Greek Plilosopher said that
if you wanted to study Astronomy you
should not look at the sky and among
the Greeks rccitation of language pass-
ages from Homer was what was considered
learning. Even the same attitude pre-
vails in regard to Ramayanaya in the
present time in our country. In the middle
ages, in English also the old atlitude in
regard to learning prevails, i. e. learning

was accepting an authority of what was
taught.

Roger Bacon who invented spectacles
an ?arly-ﬁgure of the middle ages was
considered as having dealings with the

S. Jebanesan

M. A. (Cey) Dip. Ed.

M. A. (Phil) B. D; Pb. D.
Principal, Jaffna College

devils because he was trying scientific

experiments.

1t was Francis Bacon who first gave
respectability to pragmatic studies. He
enunciated the principle that it was not
authority that Gounted but observation
experiment acd verification. It is not
curious that Galileo, Kepler and the other
scientists who arose during the latter part

of the seventeenth cemtury lived affer
Francis Bacon. Sir Isaac Newton and
the foundation of the Royal Society in

Britain, for the first time put scientific
studies on a respectable footing.

But the old respect for the accep-
tance of anything purely on  authority
lingered in Europe till the middle of the
nineteenth century. Surgery as against
medicine made a slow head - way only
in the latter part of the ninetsenth cen-
tury. But however the respect for prag-
matic studies has come aboat, the Western
languages are now entirely attuned to
Scientific studies.

It is not curious, that the stuff of
what is learnt shapes or influences lang-
uage and the Janguage influences what
is learnt, So now there is a  perfect
e_quation between the language study and
the results of studying. Henee it is that
most important inventions take place in
the \\"cst. Because the structure of langu-
ages in the West at the present pushes

pe«t.)ple on further, on the paths of scien-
tific studies.



The fact that C.J. Eliezer, now in
Australia and A. Kandiah who works at
Hartwell were able to go very far in
the Mathematical and Seientific pursuits
proves our case, that it is the study
of English that helped them. If they had
been content with purely Tamil studies
they might merely have beenable to hold
their own against the local pundits. They
wouldn’t have made any progress with
the advancement of Scientific studies.

The case is sighted of Japan which
in its own language has become a tho-
roughly industrialized Country, requiring
lot of study of scientific subjects. But
the fact to remember about lapan is
that it has a great gift for imitation.
It is not that on its own it discovers
and invents things, but is very quick to
smell out what the other countries
are doing in the matter of  Scientific
studies and then makes its objects. Much
blame is put on western Countries for
the dropping of the Atémic Bomb; but
it must be realized that Japan made no
effort of dabbling with heavy water or

with any other constituent element that
leads to nuclear fission though it must
have known for two or three years that
Germany and America were busy about
it. They were content to rest on the old
methods of learning.

The acceptance of avthority is always
a constituent element in learning. Each
gegeration stands on the shoulders of a
previous generation. But it must be willing
to adapt itself to new insights and new
methods. Eienstein considered the great-
est paragon of modern Scientific think-
ing accepted a lot of authority, but was
willing to step out on his own when he
found it necessary. This is the lesson
which modern languages teach. While we
accept authority to certain extent we are
always in a search for the new and are
willing to step out from the tradition
of the old to accept the new.

So our students will condemn them-
selves to a state of petrifaction of im-
mobility for ever and be unable to con-
tribute to a world growing ever new.

With Best Compliments From .
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Filling up the deepest gulf

When asked to contribute an article
for this worthy undertaking, a newspaper
by the students of English, my first
- impulse was to look for a good book
and read. This time I checked out
George Bernard Shaw’s Complete Plays
from our Daniel Poor Library and reread
‘Pygmalion, the delightiul play in which a
scholar of dialects and phonetics trains
a girl selling flowers in the street to
speak a flawless English, such that she
can pass so well in high society that she
is invited to attend the Queen’s Garden
Party. And Professor Higgins does it!
together with another = linguist, Colonel
Pickering, more to their own amazement
than to that of the girl, Liza Doolittle.

I would like to quote an imporiant
bit of dialogue between Higgins and his
rmother;

Higgins:

As if 1 ever stop thinking about the

girl and her confounded vowels and

consonants. I’'m worn out, thinking
about her, and watching her lips and
her teeth and her tongue, not to

mention her soul, which is the
quaintest of the lot.
Mother:

You certainly are a pretty pair of

babies, playing with your live doll.
Higgins: e

Flaying! The hardest job I ever

tackled: make no mistake about that'

mother. But you have no idea how
frightfully interesting it is to take a
human being and change her into a
quite different human being by

Dr. Robert Porfer
Missionary of the UCBWM

creating a new speech for her. It’s

filling up the dcepest gulf that
separates class from class and soul
from soul.

There is a lot of food for thought
in those lines, particularly when one thinks
about the teaching of spoken English to
speakers of another language, When 1 think
of the acrobatics I must put my tongue
to in order to make Tamil sounds
properly, I think it only fair that my
students be asked to do some linguistic
acrobatics (one should look up the root
meaning of the word “linguistics®)!
Indeed, without these acrobatics it is
impossible to produce the sounds that
the native speaker of the language expects
to hear. In E:gish I think of oae local
confusion that can serve as an example.
I once went to the Post Office and in
order to find out iIf mail had come, I
asked if a train had come (to Jaffna).
Oh no, was the reply, no train, as the
postal worker pointed up to the sky.
Now I knew very well that no train comes
to Vaddukoddai and furthermore that it
would not come out of the sky if it did!
But of course the fellow thought I had
asked about rain and he wished to assure
me that no rain was in sight. And what
of the further complication of the word
“drain”? Somehow the proper distinction
has to be trained; the Tamil speaker has
to be able to make the difficult choice
of the right consonant sound at the
begl_nn!tlg of this simple but potentially
confusing word and to be able to make

it qulck_ly in the course of unseliconscious
verbal intercourse.



If Professor Higgins and his experi-

mental pupil, Liza Doolittle, can perform’

the miracle, so can a native Tamil
 speaker.

Yet learning a language well does
not -only iavolve parrot-like linguistic

adeptness. Higgins refers to another aspect
almost ia jest when he speaks ol Liza’s
soul.  And to the English speaker Higgins’
speech sounds almost blasphemous (which
Shaw surely intended,. How can a teacher
presume t0 mess around with another

person’s soul? But Shavian wit has touched

upon a rather profound aspect of language

learning. One of my German friends
told me long ago, when I was still
wrestling with the difficulties of the

German language, that I must not be

discouraged, but must keep at it, for

acquiring a second language was like
acquiring a second soul. In a semse, any
language teacher is involved in the process
of making a different or a new creature
out of his students. :

Some of the things that belong to the
creation of that new crea‘ure, Or new
scul, are habits of thought, which relate
to social habits and to habits in general.
All three have their linguistic expression
in the mother tongue. And all three may
be quite different in the target language,
as we call the language we have elected
to learn (or to teach). | am no longer

annoyed when a Tamil fellow who wants °

to try out his Engiish on me immediately
.asks my age, a question we would never
think of asking an older person in the
English-speaking world. 1t is a Subject
we simply do not discuss with starangers»
and often not with friends. By the same
token, we certainly do not want to be

11

This question
slammed in

asked about our salary.
is liable to ‘get the door
one’s face immediately.

What I am saying is, then. that
along with the sounds of language, one
must learn the appropriate habits of
thought the socially acceptable patterns
of conversation, such as what it means
to a native speaker of English when a
non-native speaker starts to pump him
for information or promises of help in
finding him a scholarship. To most of

‘us, the speed with which a casual
_acquaintance Will

broach this subject is
disconcerting. It may even come as a
shock. And .of course that is not what
the non - native speaker intends.

~ Learning language consists also of
knowing the ways in which we can put -
our conversation partner at ease, And
for the English student ip this part of
the world, where all these habits—social,
thought, eic.,—arc often quite different
from those of the Englishman or the
American, the ‘Australian or the New
Zealander, it is especially important to
the successful acquisition of the target

language.

Classroom teaching, thus, cannot do
the trick alone. Social intercourse with

-as many experienced speakers of English

over a long period of time as poss-
ible is essential if the student is to pick
up those habits of thought that make
such a big difference. As for Liza Doo-

little, the ‘learning of a refined form. of

her own language is the “fiiling up” of
‘the deepest gulf that separates class from

_class and soul from soul,” and we might

add here, people from people.



Drama and Theatre in Education

By “Drama and Education” ~we us-
pally mean ‘drama’ as a subject, = But
drama is not only a subject. to be learnt
in the classroom, but it is something
which is wider in concept and composi-
tion. In education ** Drama is the mat-
rix of all language activities, subsuming
speech and engendering the varieties of
writing and reading,” - James Moffett. To
the little child drama in the classroom
is involving the students in the dramatic
process. There is a difference between
drama as a subject and drama a8 a pro-
cess. As a process, ‘‘Drama is neither
theatre, which requires an audience, nor
the literary genre of iscripted plays” -
Bea Morton. When we consider drama
‘as a process as it is put into practice
in the classrooms of the primary schools-
the term is used to refer to specific act-
jvities such as pantomime, improvisation,
role play, dramatic movement and speech,
and the dramatization of poems and stor-
ies, published and original. Hence,. to the
child of the primary school, drama isa
means of uaderstanding the world, around
him, of reading to that weorld, and of
understanding himself. This process  of
educating the child through drama is term-
ed “*Creative Dramatics’® in the primary
school curriculum,

“We not enly learn what we do,
but we learn through what we invent.
By using our dramatic imaginstions to
explore open - ended problems, we chall-
enge the mind to perceive new and fresh
ways of relating previously unrelated ma-

Kalanthai M. Shunmugalingam
Asst. Lecturer,

Department of Fine Aris,
University of Jaffna.

terials, movements, patterns, words, sym-
bols and ideas. In short, we begin to
experience and live with creative changes.
«Change is growth, and growth is learn-

ing”” - Milton E. Polsky.

Interest always stimulates memory.
When we lack interest in what Wwe are
made to learn, memory fails. To retain
memory interest must be stimulated in
the learner., A creative atmosphere always
gencrates interest, The learning process
of assimilation. retention and transfer of
knowledge takes place more readily ina
creative atmosphere. This also expands
their imagination.

When we think of drama as a subjeci
taught in the classroom — whether it be
in the secondary school level or in the
faculties of the universities - we tend to
think of it as part of literature.  No
doubt, in a sense drama is a sort of
literature. But drama is not written to
be read, it is written to be produced, .
to be periormed, enacted in front of an
audience. The fulluess, the complete whole
of a drama script can only be realised
l?y- performing it for an audience. The
llivlng actor his feelings and emotions,
his actions and gestures, his movements
and business on stage, his speech and
songs, the scenes and sets, the lighting and
FOStumc and music, all combine together
in a barmonious whole to generate the
appropriate moods and atmosphere, which
:nh turp stiml:llate suitable responses in

¢ minds of the audience who are over—



come. with pity and pathos, fear and anger,
love and affection, horror and  hatred.
Hence the full blossom and the full fra-
grance of the script is felt and enjoyed
only on the stage and that too with the
willing participation of the audicnce, and
that is |heatrc.

Creative dramatics and dramia as
theatre helps the child tvo acquire know-
ledge by doing and experiencing cultivate
and develop the facultics of imagination'
observation, sensory perception, and con-
centraveon; and the acquisition of  such
traits and qualities such as co - opera-
tion, tolerance, understanding, give and
take, subordination and leadership. 1In
short drama and theatre help to deve-
lop the personality of the child.

Drama and theatre leads the child
to moments of direct experience, tran-
scending mere knowledge, enriching the
Imagination, possibly touching the heart
and the soul as well as the mind. This
is the precise functiop of drama. The
primary intention
ple, the whole person.

_ Drama, like the rest of education,
IS concerned with the majority, and there
1S mot a child born anywhere in the
world, n any  physical or intellectual

Circumsiances or condijtions, who cannot
do drama,

Education 1s concerned with individ-
uals; drama is concerned with individua-
Iit_y o7 individuals, with the uniqueness
of cach human essence. [ndividuality is
also concerned with originality and deeply
personal aspiration: drama

sonaj encourages
orignality and heips towards some ful-
filment of personal aspiration.

For a full and
an important fact.r.
means living with the
Education. is concerned

rich living, art is
Living in this sense
whole of oneself.

with - preparing

is of developing peo-.

1d

young people for living rather thgn. for
a job in life. Hence, a basic definition

of drama in eduzation or drama as ed'u-
cation might be simply to practice liv-

ing ! Here the aim is constant : to deve-

lop people, not drama.

Drama is also a way, & method or
a tool for teaching other subjects. [nde-
ed drama is a valuable tool, but first
the tool itself must be fashioned.

Drama does not disturb or disrupt
the crowded curricula. A few minutes of
active drama can do much for tired, st-
rained and possibly bored minds. It isa
way of education in the fullest sense;
it is a way of living and as such, aids
rather than interferes with other study
and achievement. The most- important
single facter in the usc of drama as a

genuine part of education is the teacher.
K
In cducation seeing is better than

hearing, and doing is better than  seeing.
In drama and theatre the child is learn-
ing by doing ; that too not by doing
something all alome, but by doing 1t join-
tly co - operating with  his mates and

- friends,

. All teachers would acknowledge their
responsibility towards cognitive, affective,
imaginative and social development.* The~
atre in education has its contribution to
make towards all these four areas.

Ia conclusion shall we Jook at what
John O’Toole has to say about *The-
atre in Education !”* “The whole subject
matter of drama, by its very nature, can
help the development of social perspec-
tive. One of its main functions is to ex-
amine attitudes and create conscious awar-
caess of relationships, of people to each -
other, to society and s.cial institutions,
morals and ethics, of how motivation
leads to behaviour which leads to con -
sequences.*



A Note on ‘modern Tamil Poetry

(Pubﬁshed with Permission from

Modern: Tamil - poetry. begins - with
Subramania Bharathi (1882~ 1921)“a
contemporary Of Rabindranath = Tagore

and a major Indian Poet like him. Mo-
dern Tamil readers owe 10 him a . pew
insight into matters that very much .need-
ed it. ¢

Bharathi of course lived and " wrote’

in the heyday of Indian Nationalismi and -

was personally acquainted with great per-
sonalities such as Tilak, Bepio Chandra:
Pal, Cajapati Rai. Aurobindo and Gan-
dhi. And vet it would be a mistake
to dub him as a nationalist poet. He
was too subi® and complex for that. As
a youth he was attracted towards Shelly,
Byron .and Whitman - just to = mention
three western poets. But he was equally
steeped in the literary traditions of Sans-
krit and Tamil. As a result in Bharathi’s
works we see a blend of the west and
the best in Tamil and Sanskrit.

There is an intellectual and emotion-
al balanec and poise in his poems, result-
ing from the acceptance of - traditional
metres and prosodical forms to - express
new eoncepts and equally new values.

- Fhe most significant and abiding -
contribution to- modern Tamil poetry: is’
not only in singing-of the socio - poli-:
tical-and economic aspects of -modern::

Tam'ﬂlpoetty. He utilized perhaps for the -
first time in this centurv the rliythms of

uage. It is true that in “the

" few continued to use an

‘pcrimsmed with what
‘called Verse - libre in- modern times. In

welevation of the tolk torms

_ _«ing them wit )
the colloquial speech of the Tamil lang- -~ e Y.

popular~
dramas and folk songs colloguial speecis .

By Late Prof. Kailasapathy
Mrs. S. Kailasapathy)

kind of poetry was reserved for the illi-
terate men and women while the learned
archaic  and
artificial literary language. Bharathi broke
with this literary conservatism and gdve
a respectability to the idiom of the com- .
mon man by raising it to the level of

literary diction.

At the same time Bharathi also ex-
has come to be

the thirties after the poet’s death some
critics deseribed these picces as ‘Prose
poems’. But Bharathi himself does not
call them free versc or Vacana Kavitai.
He was no doubt influenced by Walt
Whitmian in this matter, yet, Bharathi
explained  them as adaptations of Vedic
literary forms in modern Tamil. None

‘{he less one can easily see the truc na-
ture of such compositions his. They were

not intended to be sung like other poems
of his (in fact very many poems  oOf
Bharathi have been set to music by the
poet himself) but to be recited (Here too

one notices striking similarities between
Bharathi and Tagore).
- After ‘Bharathi a split may be said

to have occurred in Tamil poetry. One
line of poets have continued and deve-

: . joped and at times ifi ity
life but also in changing the idioms of mes, modified (or Sim

plified) Bharathi’s traditional aspects i. €.
and refin-

: preserving
metrical forms with slight changes. The

other line ol poets have seized on his

o 50 ca . » L] p - - -
had beca used by earlier bards. But this..- lled ‘frec verse’ and claiming him

to be their precursor. have brought inte



being the New Poetry — ranging . from

Laurentian type of personal outburst of"

fecling to contemporary concrete poetry.

Since this is a wide spread pheno-
menon in the modern world one need not
go into details. The New Poets- invoke
the names of Imagists, Surrealists and the
practitioners of Concrete poetry and all the
arguments in favour of metreless, per-
sonal visions are adduced. Many of the
* New Poems have a fair percentage o!
foreign, especially English words in them,
which gives them an exotic if not alien
tiavour. N. Pichchamurti,  S. Vaithees-
waran, Gnanakoothan, Venugopalan and
Meera arc some of the better known New
Poets.

The New !oets of course do  not
belong to a coherent :chool or  band.
+hey are as varied and diverse as their
number. But for the sake of convenience
two broad categories could be discern-

ed : one could be called the ‘Psychologi-
cal* and the other ‘social’. They differ
on the question. of content and the
function of Poetry.

|

Both in quantity and quality the
straditionalists’ are still more dominant
in modern Tamil literature. Naturally they
have a larger audience and greater po-
pularity. The New Poets are largely con-
fined to the pages of littic - avant Garde
magazines and an extremely small reader-
ship of fellow poets - at times praising
one another and very often criticising one
another,

The main point would appear to be
this : therc is a division between poetry
to -be sung and poems to beread. This
dichotomy is perhaps the dominant fea-
ture of contemporary Tamil Poetry. But
such dichotomy is in a sens¢ not con-
fined to poetry alone. In different ways

it is the main problem of modern litera-
ture, 1s it not? "

With the Best Compliments:

SELIN INSTITUTE

KOPAY SOUTH
KOPAY




An Interview

An Interview

An 'I ntéwie?w

Teaching of English as a second Language

Mir. N. Sabaratnam

Jaffna Hindu College GELT Srudents:
S. Jeyasanker

V. Mathetharan
P. R Shivanthan

iy

A. Brintha
K. Niranjana
K. Pushpajothy

interviewed Mr. N Sabratnam (Retired Principal, laffna Hindu College)
on the Ist of March at his residence

Q. Why has language a vehicle of express-
ion and communication between man and man,
hecome a source of conflict and a disadvan-
fage to many a people ?

A. Language as a vehicle of expression
and communication reveals the speaker’s
or the writer’s mind; but it also conceals.
Again there is the Scottish proverb, « words
are but wind, but dunts are the devil® so
words can be used well or il They may
convey correct ideas or nothing at all —
mere wind. Both in speech and writing
conflict may be due to misunderstand.
ing — this can be deliberate when the
speaker tries to mislead: or innocent when
the hearer or the reader does not grasp the

real meaning or the hidden meaning by
reading between the Jip:s.

English is full of puns, sarcasm,
irony and wry humour. You must be
proficient enough to understand it by a

mature grasp of the meaning behind the
words,

€. £: paper may mean a sheet of paper or
Dews paper — [his is wha! you call
semantics.

There is a wide freld
the same word with
similar pronuncj
things,

m English where
the same spelling or

ation may mean different
I'n speech intonation and gecent



b .

may change the normal- meaning and can
express humour or irony or other figures

of speech.

é. g: * what a fine fellow you are !™
It is the context and tone of the speaker
that will show whether the speaker con-
demns or commends the pérson addressed.

Q. Why does English occupy the'position
of a principal Language ?

A. The English are proud of their Lan-
guage because it is the language that
** Shakespeare spake and Milton wrote. *’

Besides being a repository of great
culture and rich literature, what is mosg
relevant to us lerarning it as a second lan-
guage is that modern science cannot be
learnt at least at the university level,
without English. Learning modern science
at the Universiry Level means gathering
knowledge from many source of books.
There is a wide range of such books in
English. We cannot rely on rranslations
which cannot cope with the continuing
explosion of scientific knowledge which hag
been - intense during the last thirty vears
and a parailel explosion of books in Eng-
lish aud other developed languages. Since
we have a tradition of learning English we
should take advantage of improving it to
comprehend reference books in English and
gather background knowledge.

As a spoken lauguage it has acquired
worldwide importance, improving its status
by enriching the language from many a
source and building upon the solid found-
ation laid in many countries and continents-

" America and Australia were once their

Colonies — and had to use the language
of the masters for higher position m life,

For science and technology English js
a must just now, We cannot totally ignore
Our- mothor tongue which is the language
Of learning in the secondary school. RBut
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it is up - hill task  almost impossible at
the moment to proceed with swabasha up
to the final course in the university or
further research.

Q. What do you think are the reasons

for the poor or low standard of English
in our Counntry ?

A. We had good taadition of teaching
and ‘learning English in our secondary
schools — some of these were the best in
Asia. Jaffoa had many reputed teachers
of English - both language and literature.
The students had the urge to learn English
as they had to pass in English, a com
pulsory subject for the London matric
or Cambridge senior exam.

With independence this had to go and
rightly too. Previously every teacher except
the teacher of Tamil was a teacher of
English, because he was a teacher in
English. But this practice become absurd
when a teacher of Geography or Arithmetic
or any other subject should do it in
English when it can so easily be done
in Tamil, This absurdity was removed
when we became masters of ourselves.
But in throwing the bath water we had
thrown the baby too. That baby was a
useful creature and there was no reason
either to pamper it or to neglect it.

English in the new set up was just
a subject confined to limited number of
periods in the time table. While it was
a compulsory subject for study, a pass
in the subject was not needed for passing
the exams as a whole, or as a qualifying
subject for admission to the A/L classes.
Naturally teachers were indifferent using
the age-old methods to a new situation.
The students reglected it because they.
did not need it for getting  beyond the
school level.



Q. Why is English so difficult 1o leatn ?

A. Lnglish is a very difficult subject to
Jearn not merely because 1t is SO va.lstly
different from Tamil in structure, i@xom
and composition but in itself a very irre-
gular language. [Its spelling, pronunciation
and its vast vacabulary with many shades
of varied meaning its stress and intona-
tion are all difficult to master for the
ordinary student.

Look a' the word order. Unhke in

Tamil where the verb comes lastin the
sentence on FEnglish the verb is not the
but comes in the middle.
e.2: I went to the temple. — The verd
‘comes in the middle. In good Tamil p7eir
Bsmud gyd@mes GunBesii. Here the verb
comes last,

George Bernard shaw a born Irish-
man and a master of the English lang-

uage left a handsome amount in his Last

Will for
language.

the reform of this irrational

Q. How does English help in learning the
mother tonmgue or any other language ?

A. Some of us who were fortunate to
have learnt Tamil side by side with Eng-
lish which was very efficiently taught aré
able to realise the value of ‘English and
its impact on Tamil. The impact of liter-
ary forms could be seen in the very read-
able Tamil journals of today. The novel,
the short story, drama and literary criti-
cism have borrowed heavily from English
literature. Pundits of old were opposed
to such innovations, but time has prov-
ed them wrong. A language must grow
and earich itself to be a vehicle of con-
temporary ideas, and the models are ad
vanced. The late professos E.F.C Ludo
Vyke had produced many Sinhala plays
using the Engligh technique of drama and
Is revered by reputed Sinhala writers. If

1&

he had lived with us tamil would bave

grown Very rich in these fizlds of art.

More than literature our very lives
have seen a sea change by the study of
English - particularly Shakespeare  apd
our ability o speak the language. Pre-
cision, accuracy and speaking  straight
and to the point are qualities typical of
English. We could tell in huudred Eng-

Lish words what normaly required three
hundred words in Tamil.

Q. How should Engsih be tausht as a
second Language in Schools? what are the
teaching devices for it?

A. English when it is taught as a second
language must be done so entirely in a
difterent method. Five periods a week
are given to teach FEnglish and this is
not enough. It is difficult to learn the
subject within these periods. You can’t

talk English with auybody else other than
your English -teacher.

Methods must be quite different.
You should not start learning the alpha-
bets. You should never learn the words
in isolation-learn them in sentences. A

word unless it comes in a sentence. is
meaningless.

‘This is Kamala' but <That is Leela’.
You can make so many sentences by
Lsing ‘is’. ‘A bird| is in the room’. There
are about 300 structures which when you
master you will be able to read books
of average difficulty. Then as you progress
you can build up with the knowledge
Vou have and go fast. But never go 1o
the second structure before you master
the first, always step by step.

_Listening  to gramophone records,
radio etc. are essential. A specialist trained
teacher up to date in the latest methods

of teaching i Py
e & 15 the t.nost indispensable
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Q. Ever since the British set foot on our
shores we have been speaking Fnglish. Ifas
English forced the western orientation into

our cultare at the cost of onr own
fraditions 7
L. Yes and no. Yes, (o some exlent

but generally no. When you learn English
you also learn the habits and manners
of the men speaking the language In
Sri Lanka Englishmen were the first to
teach the subject. They were our rulers.
Most of the civil servants and adminis-
trative officers were originally Englishmen,
when you learn English rom Englishmen
you also trv to copy his dress, habits,
customs and manners and try to imitate
them in many ways.

But this did not spread far and
wide becausc our leaders were tirm ip
the national way of life aad this paved
the way for early independence .

O- We feel that our studenis write beifer
in English but they can’t converse - what
do vou think is te reason for this ? Can
You sugges( some ways to  improve . their
spoken English ?

A. The best way of learning a langu-
age 15 to speak it. The question  may
~arisc “How can you speak without learn-~
ing the language ? ** and “*iHow can you
learn without speaking ? ** you must get
into the water firsi to learn swimmiug.
Just like learning how to swim you learn

to sp:ak English too ‘Practice  makes
perfect’. As you start talking you im-

prove slowly and berume quite tluent in

@ short time. What is needed is confi-
ence in conversation.

Sir Pon. x amanathan one of the best
speakers in English used to say, “To speak
English well you must hang on the lips
ofan Englishman or woman”, Today this
experience is very rare or at least not
as casy asthe old knight thought, But it
contains - a profouad Truth *Listew (o
the spoken word; expose yoursslves to
English speeches - conversation or English
items ol entertainment fuily.

Q How should Eaglish be istroduced in
4 simplified and more com jrehensible man-
ner ia remole areas where people lack the

- Kaowizdg: of Eaglish ?

A. Even an S S.C Eaglish teacher who
has some knowledge of English  when
posted to some remots spot in the cona-
try caa still succeed and indeed can hardly
fail if he teaches at all. In teaching dur-
INg one year certain seateace patters that
consist & pumber of variations in them
in the process between 200 to 300 words

which the chiddren can use in their p o-
par context, :

He c¢an do all these,
deta:led directions are put within jus
grasp, Such material at all stages of
primary school work needs to be prepared.
At the end of three years ol primary
school teaching children should be able to
come on to a secondary school with a
limited amount of English which they
can use casily and well. And that is
more than he can desire.

it only the

Punctuality :-

Punctuality is the stern virtue

of men of
and the graceful courtesy of Princes

business

Bulwer  Lytion
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Hindu College Lane,
Jafina,

t- At the very outset itself [ welcomed
the ddea ©f some special coaching in Eng-
lish be giwea by specialist teachers for
the eatrants to the University. Most of
{he students ‘who have followed the course
have improved both ia speaking and in

uritmg the English language. I vouch for

;l’ as I have seen the transformation in
nw " daughter. It has no doubt prepared
l‘nem to do their references in  English
oqcc lhcv énter the Umvcmry In addi-
tion the} ‘have leéarat to mix with people
.ml how to gr.t a%out. Ches texchers in-
volved in the programm: dessrve 6 be
praised for their effort by ‘one and all:
It takes over a year and a half for
| \mdem to “enter the University since
ivc ot ‘5he sits the A/L examination. From
a patgdtd” phint ofvigw it is a big pro-
blét ' tur the parcats to keep an -active
afid “mergele (youngster . occupied lor so
tdngi s We' can't: thank you cnough for
qdalvmg our problem.

My Mr. P. l\anapathlppﬂtal
-'.'"‘ raly . Ketwred Teacher..

4th Cross Street,
TR L L& Jaffna

v he success of any programme de-
geads on: how it is. carried out. The
GELT Programme at the J., H. C. Cen-
tre has been a great suceess. which could
fre assessed from the high standard at-
imned in"English in so short a time by

my daughtér. We' are greatly indebted to

ll!v:"Coursc' Leader and His assistants,
. Mr. AL S. Aungustine
Staff, (1/St. Patrick’s College)

Blacksmith Lane:
Var.namannn:
faffna.

With the change in the system . of
education introduced about 25 vears ago,
students receive thier education in our
schools in their mother tongue. These
students, compared to those who receiv-
ed their education in English medium
prior to the change of the system, should
be considered léss fortunate in that learn -
ing English as a secondary subject did
not enable them to artain suificient pro-
ficiency in English. One of the serious
handicaps faced by a majority  of the
student population nowadays is their in-
ability to converse. leave alone any form
of. written expressien. |he importance of
English education and the need to ic-
medy the shortcomings in learning Eng-
lish as a second language is ftelt by all
concerned and moye, under GELT Pro-
gramme supplemented by a Practical Ori-
entation Programme for the students se-
lected 1o follow higher education in_ the
Universities, is with a 'view to remed-'y_.—',
ing matters. e

As a parent, -1 have watched ‘with
keen intercst the progress made by my
son under the GFLT and Practical Orien-
tation Programme at the Jaffma Hindu
College Centre. 1 am very proud 10 say
the study under the programme has brou-
ght about a vast chauage in him and (lu-
ency in English gained by him during the
short duration is something which I thought
to be out of reach of my son. He shows
interest in English drama, poetry, litera-
ture and can converse in English better
now., | am sure, if not for the GELT
Programme, 1t would not have been pos-



sible to rouse his interest in English edu-
cation. 1 thank th: authonties who spon-
sored and those responsible for implement-
ing the programme of study so well as
it has achiecved something grest in a very
short  time.

e S Phangarajah
Retired \dministrative Officer,
(epartment of  Highways)

Fast Lane.

Chundikuli,
Jaftna.

| Ik acheheri

L am glad > submit my views about
the GILT course conducted by the UGC.

After the mtroduction of  National
Language as the media of insiruction in
our schools, the standard of English all
over the Island has come dowwn. Speci-
ally after finishing the «'rdin.rv Level
the siudents are not at all intcrested in
studying inglish as it is no* compulsory
for them ia the A/L classes. When they
2o to the University they find it diffi-
cult to refer English books. So as 10 my
opinion this course is recommended. Pra-
ctical Orientation Programme which s
the part of this course helps the siudents
to grasp knowledge in various fields.

I hope that this GELT
tlourish well in  future

course will
also,

Mrs. S. Gurapathan

“*intopny Vasa'’
Nagammal Road
Vduvil
Chunnakam

Vam veiry giad indeed abour the

GELT Programme followed by my son.
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There is a remarkable improvement in P}is
knowledge of English. Flucncy in Eng‘l}sh
is the nced of the day. [n cvery freld
it plays an important role. F_‘nghsi:n is o
must  Everybody agrees it. That is why
the UGC organised this GELT Programme.

in the GELT classes you used inu
‘English Everyday’ series. It has a very
good approach i leads ihe studenis step
by step where students can learn not only,
granumar forms but they have bscn also
tanght io apply those grammar in septences.
Spesiaily <the Role Play’ helps a lot o
students in their conversation skill, 1 could
casily observe the Short Storics, Dramas
and Poems were selected in such & way
to insinnate the habit of reading..

I like to express my sincere gratitude
to the Cowse Leader for his leadership
specially in the ‘Language Skills Contest’.
1t is a suitable method for oar students,
I appreciated it most, During the contést,
I was able to sce my son and his iriendd
doing group work. | found tha: everybedy
took part in the contest with great
enthusiasm. 1t helped the students both
individvally and in groups.

May I avail this epportunity to thank
the UGC and those who contributed

their lot to bring this GELT course 10
HS great sveccss.

| hope thai the GELT course will
provide more opportunities to the Pre-
University  students  to improve their
Ell%;lish knowledge with practical on-geing
Orientation Programme in the future.

Mrs. S. A. Arumngam
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when we decided to publish a magazine of the GELI as a source of review
of our work done hitherto and the valuable results that have been achieved,
we were able to proceed with it because of the immense help and assistance
given by many in several ways. -

Our grateful thanks are first due to the UGC Officials. National Co-ordinators
of English Mr. Wilfrid Jayasuriya and Dr. F. S. C. P. Kalpage, Consultants of
GELT programme Mr. C. C. D. Jayathilake and Mr. L. R. Dissanayake and the
National Co-ordinator for English and’ Project Co-ordinator Mr. Edward Gunawardena
who inaugerated and made it possiblc for us to avail oursclves of a better know-
ledge and standard of Enpglish.

Our special thanks are due to our Director of Education, Northern Region and
Regional Co-ordinator GELT Programme Mr. V. Sabanayagam for making it possible
for this cours: to be organized in Jafina and taking personal interest im it. We
are also indebted to our Asst. District Co-ordinator Mr. R. K. Kulasekeram, who
has also been very kind in helping us in manifold ways.

We are also deeply indebted to Mr. S. Ponnampalam, our Centre Co-ordinator
who had always been a source ot encouragement to. all the members of this GELT
Centre. His sound advice at times of need, had helped us to maintain our name
ana digoity, as well-disciplined students of this Centre. We also render our thanks
to the Jaftna Hindu College staff, including the two Deputy Principals and minQr
employees for all the help they had given us.

]
We shall also cherish in- our memories the work done by our Course Leader
whose source of inspiration had always helped us to rally round joyfully and learn
some good English during this short stay at the J. H. C. Centre. His happy band

of tutors too have helped us 10 respond readily to all their methods of approach
in learning this language. ;

We are also thankful to Mr, S Rajasingham, sometime a member of our
tulorial staff for having helped  us at the beginning in planning out our ‘Focus’
magazine. His unstinting help- shall always be remembered by us. :

We also appreciate the services rendered by Mr. A. Jebanesan, as Editor of

this ‘Focus’ for sometime, whose pioneer work in this respect is considered
ommendable.



ducationists, well - wishers and our GEL

de us with varied articles of high illlereg—f
generous financial help to mqy,

Our thanks :re also due to all e.
students for consenting readily to provi e
All advertisers too are to be thanked for thel

this endeéavour a success.

Under Practical Orientation Programme, an educatinal tm}r to the Hill country
was organized by our Course Leader. But most gnforliunately !t had to be cancelled
due to unavoidable circumstances that prevailed in this part of the ls!and. However,
" we canpot fail to thank the Centre Co-ordinator of “the Hattop H:gh!‘ands GELT
Centre and also the Principal of the Highlands College for having readily consenied
to have us as their guests in their school.

We also thank all the heads of various institutions that readily consented to
accommodate our students in implementing the \WWork Orientation Programme in this
Region.

May we also thank our Ediorial’ Board and all members of the staff for
making it possible for us to publish this ‘Focus’ magazine, a very useful one, we
believe. '

Finally, we thank the printers ‘New Era Publications}Limited’; and ‘Gbanams’

‘Studio "and the block makers for their very valuable help_and co-opération n helping
us publish this issue. fas
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With Best Compliments From

NEVW SHIYAMALA

JEWELRY MART

173 1, Kasturiar Road,
JAFFNA




Inside vour ‘Focus’...

Editorial

Messages

Reports

Students' Contributions — Pink
Poets' Corner — Blue
Guest writers - Yellow

- Green

Voice of parents

Our Advertisers
and
Our Thanks
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New Era Publications Limited, Jaffna.




