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[ have great pleasure in sending this messsage for the special Souvenis
which is being published on the occasion of the retirement of Mrs.
Rajanayakam Arunasalam, the Principal of Ramanathan College, and
the fiftieth death anniversary of Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s contribution to Education in Sri Lanka
is unique, when compared to his achievements in other fields. In 1913
Sir P. Ramanathan started Ramanathan College for girls and followed
this up with the establishment of Parameshwara College for boys— the
present University of Jaffna.

I understand Mrs Arunasalam possesses many admirable human qualitiés
such as humility, simplicity, honestyand affability. These qualities are very
essential for a successful Principal. It is often summarily assumed that
teachers mould pupils and Principals mould schools.

I wish the Principal a long and happy retired life. May Raménath_én
College grow from strength to strength and the memory of the great Founder
Sir P. Ramanathan continue to be an inspiration for future citizens,

c)? anil Wickn: maalng‘:

Minister of Ed';aéatiou
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I am aware of the valuable services rendered by the J/Ramanathan
College in the field of education. All good work done by this College
will no doubt bring in to focus some of the ideals Sir Ponnampalam
Ramanathan was trying to achieve during his life time. “Everi ~one
institution of the type of Ramanathan College can reflect the range and
fecundity of talent available in the Jaffna peninsula. The achlevemems
of Ramanathan College, therefore, deserve the attention of every one of
us in this country.

The Ramanathan College is what it i¢ today due to the efforts of
its tutorial staff and the parents. Mrs. R. Arunasalam the present Principa)
is one of those teachers who have been serving the College for a long
period. She has a service of over three and a half decades in this College.
Her efforts in promoting religious education and science education are
well known, It is noteworthy that her retirement this year coincides
with the fiftieth death anniversary of Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan,
the founder of the Coilege, Let me along with others w1sh Mrs.lR.
Arunasalam long life and every success. '

Nissanka P (Wijzygtafﬂ;x

Minister of Justice < -,
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It is with great pleasure that I send this message to the special
Souvenir which is to be published to homour Mrs. R. Aranasalam,
Principal of Ramanathan College, who is to retire on Ist September 1980
after thirty six years of loyal and dedicated service to the school.

Mrs. Rajanayakam Arunasalam, I understand, had devoted her
entire working life to Ramanathan College. She had started her career
as an Assistant Teacher in the school and had risen to become its
Vice-principal and thereafter Principal. She had devoted all her energies
to the cause of Ramanathan College which she so resolutely and success-
fully built up tc be one of the leading Colleges of the Island.

The achicvements of Ramanathan College in the field of Fine Arts,
Education and Sports during the Principalship of Mrs. R. Arunasalam
speak volumes for her ability, carnestness and dedication.

I am happy to mention that she has lived up to the noble ideals
set by the great leader Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan, the founder of
the College, whose fifticth death anniversary falls this year.

Let us all wish her long life and also prosperity and happiness in
her retirement.

Eric de Stlva

Secretary,
Ministry of Education
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1 ; e for a
I have been requested by the organisers e s hf;f::i:gof Mrs.
Special souvenir to be issued in connection with the retire

R. Arunasalam, Principal of Ramanathan Madya Maha Vidyalaya.

All of us in Sri Lanka have recognised with the greatest of respect

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan as one of our national patriots. One of
his highly honoured works was the establishment of Ramanathzfn College
of Jaffna. This school from time immemorial has been recognised as an
education institution promoting religious education and also cultural arts.
We have known Mrs, R, Arunasalam as an Assistant Teacher, a Deputy
Principal and as Principal of this school.—For more than 36 years she
had carried on the work of her predecessors. Having known 'the vast
majority of teachers in service during the last decade in particular, _I
could without doubt rate Mrs. Arunasalam at a very high level. She is
a school teacher loyal to her school and to her charges and true to
her spirit both in the class room and outside. We have had occasion
very often to obtain her services in organising cultural shows, promoting
activities in the field of religion. Mrs. Arunasalam left nothing short in
all the work she had undertaken. It was due to her majestic efforts
and her hard work that Ramanathan College had been declared a Madya
Maha Vidyalaya in the cultural arts.

Mrs. Arunasalam was considered a good teacher both among the
Tamils in the North as well as the Sinhalese in the South and among
all nationalities, whatever part of the country, they lived in.

It was just recently that Mrs. Arunasalam and Ramanathan College
helped us in a great way in forging national unity among the Sinhalese
ana the Tamils. The Sinhala /Tamil Student Exchange Programme

between the Kegalle and Jaffna students took place in March, 1980 in
Jaffna. i

May I offer my good wishes to Mrs. Arunasalam in her retired life.

I only hope that although she is retired from her f instituti
_ ; orme ;
will continue her good work as a teacher. kR

May she live long!
gto’tgz ’-’/M.:nc.lis

23 April, 1980 Deputy Director General of Education
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I am happy to send this Message o good wishes to Mrs. R. Aruna-
salam, who retires as Principal from Ramanaithan College, Chunnakam,
having worked in the lastitution during a tenure of nearly Thirty Six
Years.

It is a matter of pride that she is able to hand over the school
to her successor in the height of fame with splendid achicvements to
her credit in the field of Sports, Music and Education,

The secret of her success is due to many factors, the most important
of those being her sincerity of purpose, her devotion to duty and loyalty
to an ideal.

Mrs. Arunasalam’s disciplined life and her strong religious convictions
have evoked in those who came in contact with her, a desire to emulate
such ideals. Her spirit of service and her humility have had a whole-
some influence in the school. Her missionary zeal for work, her inter-
grity of character and her pleasing manners have won the love, regard
and esteem of all-students, teachers, parents and public alike.

Furthermore, the long years she worked in this school as an Assistant
Teacher, and Deputy Principal, had given her the chance of becoming
sufficiently acquainted with the difficulties and problems of administering
the school. This knowledge has helped her not only in keeping alive
the traditions of the school and the aspirations of her predecessors
but in meeting the new challenges with courage and determination.

She Jaunched on building projects, which many others would have
hesitated to consider. She has to her eternal credit the School Hall, the

Agricultural Unit, the Home Science Laboratory and the School Boundary
wall.

My Departmental Officers and I have always received her ready co-
operation at all times. Her’s is a well earned retirement. I wish her
many more years of good health, happiness and peace.

‘j. rfﬂauicﬁawxaasat

Regional Director of Education,
Northern Region
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I feel privileged to have been asked for a message to the
Special Souvenir being published on the occasion of the retirement of
Mrs. R Arunasalam, the present principal of Ramanathan College and
of the 50th death anniversary of Sir Pon. Ramanathan.

I have known Mrs. R. Arunasalam as the principal for many years
and I was impressed by her enthusiasm for all forms of activities in
her school. Her cheerful manners, her genial ways and her sense of
responsible devotion made her acceptable in any company.

Mrs. R. Arunasalam is an outstanding, popular lady principal who
brought Ramanathan College to its pre-eminent position in the field of
Fine Arts, Sports and Education. With her total personality she was
able to solve many an intricate problems. Her charactcr of high probity
and singular devotion to duty have Jeft a profound impression on the
students, officials and public alike.

It is noteworthy that this coincides with the 50th death anniversary
of the founder Sir Pon. Ramanathan, one of the greatest national leaders
of Sri Lanka. Sir Pon. Ramanathan had very healthy and contemporary
views on Education. One of his aims was to give Education to Tamil
girls in a Hindu environment empha$ising the moral and spiritual up-
liftment of the students. I am glad to know that Mrs. R. Arunasalam
was highly inspired by the noble ideals and aspirations of the Founder
and dedicated her entire teaching life for the progress of Education at
Ramanathan College.

May Ramanathan College attain greater heights and May the memory

of its great Founder continue to be an inspiration for generation yet
unborn.

I:et me also wish Mrs. R. Arunasalam many more years of health,
happiness and fruitful service to the nation

X. Sl'vnrmiluun
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1 deem it a great pleasure and privilege to send a message to the Special
Souvenir that is being got up on the occasion of the retirement of the
Principal Mrs. Rajanayakam Arunasalam, and to mark the fiftieth death
anniversary of Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan who has rendered immense
service to the nation and in the field of education. The crying need for
a girls school at a time when the tradition and culture of the Nationals
were at peril, the great leader established Ramanathan College in the year
1913. Thanks to sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan for we see today the rapid
progress made by the school in the field of education in keeping with the
tradition and culture of the Tamils.

The Contribution made by the ex-principals in building up this institution
had been the main factor for the rapid development of this institution.
The present Principal Mrs. Rajanayakam Arunasalam who is at the verge
of retirement had sacrificed her full period of service to build up this
school as a teacher and also as principal, Under her steady ad-
ministration the school has come up to the level of any leading school
in the country. She is pious, simple and modest and her qualities are
exemplary in keeping with the tradition of the school. It is with fullest
confidence I say that none other than Mrs. Arunasalam could have done
better in promoting the ideals of the illustrious founder Sir Pon. Ramanathan.
I take this opportunity to join the sponsors of the function to wish Mrs.
Arunasalam a very happy and peaceful retired life.

¢§‘. g‘dﬂﬂﬂd&dﬂ.ﬂ
(C. E. O.—Manipay)
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The name of Mrs. Rajanayakam Arunasalam will be writ large on ‘_":"3 Pag‘-’isﬁ
history of Kamanathan College and the progress made under her regime will serve
monument for her more lasiing than marble or bronze.
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Courtesy
Courtesy gives you more efficiency
Cheetrful manners give you more popularity
Courtesy begets courtesy
Courtesy enriches those who receive,
it does not impoverish those who give.
Make courtesy your code, service your sanctity.
Avoid argument—it gets you no where.
Make courtesy your codes service your faith
Guard against your language—it pays.
Make courtesy your code, service the spirit
Politeness is not servility
Politeness is dignity.
You are polite if you are cheerful and courteous,
attentive and helpful, pleasant and smiling.
Courtesy prevents the friction that wastes energy
Why win an argument and lose a friend?
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i t Ramanathan College
o2 f the College, and as the
t honour, and duty to
uring the 12 full years

THE PRINCIPA

I have had the greatest pleasure of serving " %
years as an assistant teacher, as the Vice-Principd G
Principal of the College for 12 years. [ deem it 2 B s
write a report on the progress of Ramanathan College
of my service as Principal.

Ramanathan College for Girls was opened in 1913 with lo_lfrsz:de:?,t:n al:)ﬁ
12 teachers. The untiring efforts of the Principals and teachers <
made the College gain in strength, and when I assumed duties as pd.
1969-there werc 803 students and 39 teachers. The number of students—atiending
the school increased gradually and now there are 1500 students and 6l teachers,

G. C. E. Advanced Level Classes: Mention must be made of the progress of
work in the G. C E.—AJL Classes. There has been a marked improvement
in the successes of both the Biological Sciences and Physical Sciences. The
arts section of the college bears a name that Ramanathan College 1s a strong-
hold for Afts education. Performances of students at the G. C. E. A/L examin-
ations have stood testimony to this saying New courses such as Commerce,
Home Economics and aesthetics have been introduced in the G. C. E, A/L
classes. The students who sat the G. C. E. AJL examinations offering the new
subjects have faced satisfactorily well. The followingis an analysis of the results
of the G. C. E. A/L classes from 1970—1979.

Year Total No. | 4 subj:cts| 3 subjects University Admission
Arts Science | Medicine

1970 13 -\ 8 2 8 = .
1971 12 4 5 5 = s
1972 25 6 2 4 oo 1
1973 38 7 12 5 1 1
1974 58 13 20 2 | 1

1975 72 24 1y 6 ] =
1976 128 32 40 7 2 .
1977 123 44 24 Il a5
1978 93 21 26 7 : =
1979- Apl 111 21 25 — i bt
1979-Aug 51 6 ] N =

Of these who sat the G. C. E A/L Examinatj i
: « C. B, minat i
received the first application forms from thel(;?n iy . 37 ki Nare

the forms—on the results of the Ay iversity, and 10 have received
. s gust 1979 F inats
have joined the G,C. E. A/L classes this Yem_.Kammatmn more than 1C0 students
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Best Performance at other Examinations: At the ‘““Best Student Selection ””—on the
results of the G. C. E. O/L Examination of 1978, one of our students was
selected as one among the first five in the circuit. In 1973 our student scored
the highest total at the Grade 8-N. P. T. A. Examination. She was placed first
in the Nothern Region and she received the Best Performance Prizes in Civies
and Tamil. Jathika Navodhaya Scholarships were received by 7 studeuts in Grade §
and 3 students in Grade 7. In 1972 one of our students received the MusiC

scholarship.

Physical Education: At the All Island competitions our squads won the following
places during the following years:

1971 — Senior squad — 3rd place.

1972 — Senior and Junior Squads 1st place

1977 — Senior squad — Znd place.

1979 — Senior squad — 2nd place.

Our students have distinguished themselves at the inter school P, T, competitions
held at the circuit and Regional levels.

Other Competitions: At the All Island Tamil Day Competitions, our students
have won 6 first places and one second place. At the All Island — Music and
Dance competitions too, our students have scored first places. Our students
have won many first places in the competitions organised by the N. P. T. A,
in such activities as — Elocution {(English and Tamil) Essay (English and Tamil)
Music and Dance.

Religious Activities: According to the wishes of our Revered Founder Sir
P. Ramanathan, our school students have performed excellently well at examin-
ations conducted by the Vivekananda Society, The Saiva Paripalana Sabhai,
The Kalajothy Manram and The Hindu Tamil Men’s Socicty Tellippallai.
Our students have received gold medals for best performance. One of our
students won the Vivckananda Society Scholarship for best performance.

Buildings and Facilities: Many new buildings have been put up to accom-
modate the increasing number of students joining the year after year. A big
assembly Hall, A Home Science laboratory with modern facilities, a set of class
fooms for Grade I students, an agriculture unit, and a wall round the entire
premises was built during the last eleven years of my service. All these could be
built, because of the unstinting and lavish heip of the Parent—Teacher’s Associ-
ation, the old-girls of the college and the member of the State Assembly for the
Manipay electorate.

There is yet a great need for adequate furniture and facilities to cater to the
needs of all the one thousand and five hundred students. A better and brighter
future can be assured once these needs are fulfilled.

Cul?ur'al Activities: Good progress in cultural activities has been observed by
many distinguished visitors to the college. In February 1980—Ramanathan College
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n the Island —t0 foster the growth
| Classes. This is a ¢ Dream Come
¢ son-in-law Late Senator P.

was selected as one of the Colleges of Fine arts i
and education of Fine Arts in the Advanced Leve
True’ of our late Founder Sir P. Ramanathan and hi
Natesan.

I am proud of my long association with Ramanathan College and I lay down
ction that I have done my Best.

my position of Principalship with the greatest satisfa

I thank my full team of Staff Members and Duputy Principal Mrs. Y. Rajaratnam
for their quiet and unstinted support and co-operation without which my task
would have been difficult. I thank the Parent Teachers’ Association and the Officials

of the Education Department for helping me to serve the College successtully.

Blessings on Ramanathan College,

May the Almighty Lord Shiva shower His
d to stand as monument and symbo]

;o shine as a Great Institution of Learning an
of Hindu Womanhood.

Om! Shanthi!!
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AN IDEAL TEAC

aniam Esq,
by C. Subraﬂlz, Skandavarodaya College

Retired Principd

A period of thirtyfive ycars ”"bmk’en
service in one school as assistant graduate
teacher, post graduate trained teacher,
grade I Special Post holder, deputy prmi-
cipal, acting principal .and principal,
rising step by step, without spurning
the steps below, is the unique and
enviable record of Srimathi R. Aruna-
chalam who is due to retire shortl}_r.
The request of the Editor of this souvenir
to contribute an article, makes one
recall nostalgically memories of Rama
nathan College and her achievements
over the last 67 years. As a school boy
I beheld the festivities at the opening
of the college in 1913. I attended the
lectures on Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
delivered by Sir P. Ramanathan in the
main hall of the college in the year 1917,
which I did not understand, but I
remember was entranced by the hand-
some personality and the melodious
voice of the speaker. I have attended
many functions in the college which
were always held in a setting of Hindu
Culture and Oriental Splendour. Then
in 1930, I joined thousands of others
in paying homage at the Maha Samathi
of Sri Lanka’s greatest son.

Since the passing away of the
Founder, the college had passed through
glc?rious periods as well as dark ones.
Pm.lcipal Srimathy Pillay and her assistants
ma-mtained the rich traditions and con-
solidated the achievements of the earlier
era, 'After she retired, there were many
principals, some of whom could not
measure up to the Standard required
of t'hem. For the greater part of this
period, Srimathy Arunachalam was a
loyal and efficient assistant, giving of

HER AND PRINCIPAL

B. A. (LOND.)

the welfare of the school
ils. To her, it was a journey

of endurance that was to test the limits
of her soul, but it was hw:.arableT as
most things are, in moments sustam‘ed
by Duty. She had embraced the teaching
profession with a singleness of purpose
and she would not be swayed from her
path of duty by seclfseeking ambitions
of any kind. When, in the fullness of
time, she was made principal, she
regarded it as an opportunity for service,
vouchsafed to her by the Almighty.

I do not wish to recount the achieve-
ments of the college under her principal-
ship; how she was able to evoke the
hearty co-operation of the teachers,
pupils, parents, old pupils and friends of
the college and how thereby the college
reached great heights of glory in various
fields. I am sure others would do this.
Her services in one special field should
be recorded. When I was principal
of Skantha Varodaya College, I had the
mortification in the early years of seeing
some of our brilliant pupils leaving
us and going to other schools to do
the University Entrance in science subjects
because we did not have fully equipped
laboratorics and qualified teachers. There-
fore, to stop this migration, we supplied
those wants. The tide soon turned, and
instead of our pupils going to other
schools, pupils from other schools came
to us in large numbers. Some of these
were from Ramanathan College and
when Principal Srimathy Pillai remons-
trated, my reply was that the only
solution to the problem of migration
was for her to equip her laboratories
and employ good science teachers.

her best for
and the pup
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This was not done and the college
lost some brilliant girls. It was left
to Srimathy Arunachalam to organise
the University Entrance Scienc classes
after she became principal in 1969 and
thereafter many pupils have entered
the University for science courses.

We know that principals are now,
not free to choose the teachers they
want. They have to accept those sent to
them by the Department of Education—
good, bad. or indifferent. Sometimes
vacancies are not filled for months. As
a result, tutories have mushroomed in
all parts of Jaffna and we see children
going to these in the early hours of the
morning and in the late hours of the
evening To save her pupils from the
dangers of such an exercise Srimathy
Arunachalam organised extra classes for
science students with the help of her
science teachers, This was a great
service and is indicative of the personal
interest she has always taken in her
Pupils—a quality so rare these days.

Our Seers have spoken of ¢work-
Chastity’ which indicates single minded
dedication to a single cause and absolute

avoidance of the glamour of any other
cause—chastity concerning field of work.
No other cause or desire to gain glory
or wealth could entice a person away
from the chosen field of work. The Gita
proclaims it; the Ramayana illustrates it;
and great leaders like Ramanathan have
lived it. “Work-Chastity’ has been over
the years the motive force of the actions
of Srimathy Arunachalam. Satvic quali-
ties like fortitude, forgiveness and humility
she has in abundant measure. She is
incapable of inducing enmity or
jealousy in others. She was never known
to have lost her temper and raved at
assistants. She would always remain
unruffled in the face of a crisis and I
know how as Deputy Principal, she had
saved Principals from  embarrassing
situations with the soft word that turneth
away wrath. These are the qualities that
have endeared her to her pupils and
friends,

The happiness that comes to a
persong who has done his or her duty
is inexpressively precious. May God
grant Srimathy Arunachalam many many
years of this happiness to enjoy it with
her family and friends.

“ The Solicitor-General of Ceylon is one Ramdnathan, a Tamil Hindu

and @ cultured man of great ability and influence.

What struck me most

was that he was altogether free from the social trammels which encumber

us here.”

— Bal Gangadhar Tliak
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by N. Sabaratnam Esgq.s '
Principal Emeritus Jafina Hi

“ Educate a man
and you educate an individual; ed“_catﬁ
a woman and you educate a family
This may not be so true today when
the idea of the carcer woman has come
to stay. However there are plenty of
people still who say that a boy must
be educated for a job, but a girl’s job
is matrimony.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan founded
Ramanathan College not so much to
emancipate women from the drudgery
of the kitchen but to equip them with
the essentials of oriental womanhood.
A good department of Domestic Science,
Art and Music and other allied subjects
are as important for girls as academic
ones that have captured the imagination
of a growing number of girls today.

Some one said

The ideals that fired the Founder
of Ramanathan College are as true in
the changed world of today as they were
when the school pioneered in the cause
of women’s education. Much ef the credit
goes to the galaxy of principals that
guided her destinies. Mrs R. Arunasalam
who retires after a long spell of dedicated
service belongs to that distinguished band
who brought the torch of culture into
thousands of happy homes in our com-
munity.

It was at the Govt, Training College
Colombo, that 1 had the privilege of
meeting her for the first time. Most of
us who went to do our post graduate
training thirty three vears ago  were
full blown men and women who had
families to look after. Mrs. Arunasalam
then Miss Cumaraswamy looked, in fact
she was, so young and tender that

EQUALS

POST GRADUATE TRAINED ;
President A.C. U. T.

many of us thought she had come into
the wrong room. But we were proved
wrong. She gradua.tcd so young and
entered the Training College almost
immediately after, that she was perhaps
the only one in our batch to have
continued in service till now.

It is not every successful teacher
that lives up to our expectations when
he or she becomes the head. But in the
case of the retiring chief of this premier
girl’s college, our hopes have been more
than fullfilled. And that takes us to the
eternal question that still baffles parents,
the students and the state. What is most
crucial to the success of a school head?
I have heard it said, ‘ Give me a good
head master or head mistress, and I will
give you a good school.” There is wisdom
in these words. But doesnt’ the statement
beg the question—Who is a good head
master, a hecad mistress? The answer is
not easy. Different individuals stress
different qualities of character. ‘ Quot
homines tot sentential’’ is as true here as
in other similar controversies.

Speaking from experience I would’nt
hesitate to say that a Principal should
consider himself or herself just a reacher
who has been lucky, although his or her
position is pivotal to the progress of
the community served by the school. It
is the Principal who should see and
continue to see the problems of that
school from the teacher’s angle. This
's possible only when the head continues
to teach like any other teacher. The tone
of a well-run schoo] js generally set by
the correct relationship between the
Principal and the teaching Staff. This
affinity between the staffl room and the
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Principal’s office does not in the least
mean that the assistants should be obse-
quious. An exemplary Head is First
amorg Equals —* Primus inter Pares;’.

I bhave had numerous opportunities
during normal working days and festive
occasions to see this fact in full focus
at Ramanathan College. @ No wonder
then that Mrs. Arunasalam lays down
her reins of office after a period of
distinguished stewardship. Her achieve-
ments in having elaborated and embel-
lished the work of her predecessor have
carned the esteem and affection of the
entire school community. Be it in class-

room studies, or sports, or agriculture
or extramural activities, the stamp of her
gentle, firm and understanding leader-
ship is indelible. The continuity of the
school’s tradition has been remarkable during
her regime.

More than all these, is the sweetness
of temper and sanity of outlook that
singles out Mrs. Arupasalam from the
general run of educators and educational
administrators. Coming as she does from a
family rich in educational heritage it is
no wonder that she has done so well.

Here is wishing Mrs. R, Arunasalam
“ Ad multo annos’

REMARKABLE CAREER

“I tnink if I were a Ceylonese,
He has had a most remarkable career.

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan.

I should feel specially proud of

I suppose there are few instances on record in which @ man has touched
life at so many points and at every point at which he has touched it, he

has touched it with distinction.

— Governor Sir Herbert Stanley




I don't know if I could claim that
it has been my good fortune 1O Sfol";
old along with a number of my] o y
pupils in the service of our schools. "
retired twelve years ago and during tbe
Jatter half of my teaching years and
even after T retired, I have been called
upon to write the praises of 2 number
of my colleagues.

Mrs Arunasalam happens to be my
first pupil-colleague whom I have been
asked to write about. I taught her years
ago at Drieberg College, Chavakachchers
I remember, in the senior forms. She
was one of the four or five girls in an
otherwise male class of less than twenty
five. You might envy thelot of the students
of those days, and of the teachers too,
when the present nightmare of n_umbers
40 or 50 in a class-hadn’t yet invaded
our schools, to plague the teachers and
to drive all the pupils to endless tuition.
She was then Rajanayagam Cumara-
swamy and even then as a girl
gave all the promise of her later success
as one of our best girls’ college principals
of our day. I met her several years
later as a fellow student at the Thurston-
Rd. Training College where a class of
about thirty graduate teachers were
‘holidaying’ on full pay leave under the
pretext of a post-grad training.

Napoleon is reported to have said
that every soldier in his army carried
a marshalls’ baton in his knapsack.
I wish I could say that every teacher
could in the course of his career, succeed
to the post of principal. George Bernard
Sh?,w parodying Napoleon’s dictum has
written somewhere that a soldier more-
often carried a dozen looted silver spoons.
But we teachers cannot even hope after
two decades of gruelling service in
several schools, to rise to a principal's
post by our merits alone, much less loot
anything. May be some can, if they are

pRlNCIPAL
B. A (LOND-)
v.T.

ther they are getting
ca'l}nyd °’;?J‘éghiool::d in many insidigus
shi tcb being called upon to subscr;be
WAy il:ﬂly to every local function
f’,;ﬁd as handy tools for party bosses.

agam Arunasalam has risen

jana 2 .
to “ﬁa{ip ifbher profession without any

h from politicoes. As a trained

extra pus ¥ ;
g?aduagt’e she had attained the. hag!nest
academic and teaching qt_:ahﬁcatlons

was difficult for

open to her and it :
ambitious rivals to oust her even with
political influence The rise of her school
under her administration did not surprise
me. Her innate gifts of leadership and
tact had marked her out for eminence
even during her years at school.

I still remember her student days
at Driecberg College. There was always
a smile lighting up her face when she
spoke. She was a model student in that
she never skipped her home preparation.
She rarely missed the correct answer.
She was soft-spoken and modest. Her
father, also retired as a successful head
master and the daughter has carefully
followed in her father’s footsteps.

Mrs. Arunasalam has been able
during her career at Ramanathan College,
to brighten up an old college steeped
in years of Hindu orthodox tradition.

To have run a school and a home
successfully is something of a miracle.
Most of our successful lady principals
have been and some are, unmarried.
They are so absorbed in the responsibilities
of their office that they have hardly
ever had any time for a husband and
homg. But Mrs. Arunasalam appears to
be different. She did run a school and
run a home, both efficiently. I am sure
all her old pupils and their parents will

join me in wishin
Tetired life. g her a very happy



MRS:- R. ARUNASALAM — AN APPRECIATION

by V. Chuppiramaniam Esq , B. A., B, SC. (LOND,) POST GRADUATE TRAINED
Retired Principal, Skandavarodaya College

It gives me great pleasure to write
this appreciation of the services render-
ed by Mrs. R. Arunasalam, the retiring
principal of Ramanathan Collcge. I had
the privilege of coming in contact with
her in 1947, when Mrs. Arunasalam
and I followed a post graduate course
for teachers at the Government Training
College, Colombo.

As 1 pen these few lines of appre-
ciation, my memory wings back to that
college of 33 years ago. Our class con-
sisted of 34 trainees, men and women
from djfferent parts of the country.
We were a well knit family and firm
believers in the art of good living and
good comradeship. Our common interest
was the theory and practice of education.

Mrs. Arunasalam is omne of the
luminaries in the educational horizon
of Jaffna today. Starting her teaching
career as an assistant teacher at Rama-
nathan College in 1944, she, step by
step, ascended the summit of the ladder
which she was destined to climb. Rama-
nathan College has been her chief and
abiding concern and this involvement
has enabled her to build up, foster
and maintain the great traditions of
the college. For 36 years she has given
of her best to the pupils of Rama-
nathan College and during her regime
Ramanathan College has risen to great
heights. She thought of her work, not
as an occupation or a profession, but
as a true vocation. She had an active
and permanent interest in the manifold
activities of the College.

Ramanathan College won distinction
in sport, drama competitions and public

examinations. The new school hall,
home science laboratory, classroom
extensions, additional buildings, and the
boundary wall, will be monuments pro-
claiming to the world that she has
dedicated herself to the cause of education.
Above all, the numerous doctors, lawyers,
educationists, nurses, housewives, who
have been taught by her at Ramanathan
College will also be lasting monuments
broad casting her splendour. She had
a great share in moulding the character
and outlook of her students.

The parents and old-girls of Rama-
nathan College and the general public
have had great confidence in her and
have been grateful to her for her devoted
service. The people of Jaffna whom she
has served so well and so long, would
always remember her with affection and
gratitude. She has lived a life of
sacrifice and service and this should be
a source of inspiration to our girls.
Her vision, courage and determination
have enabled Ramanathan College to
make a remarkable contribution to the
life of Jaffna society. Her high sense
of duty and responsibility coupled with
modesty and integrity have been mani-
fest throughout her life and have
modelled the lives of all those who had
the good fortune to come under her
influence.

A self made captain retires from
the field leaving behind a creditable
record. a proud legacy —the legacy of
a leading Institution true to theideals of
the Founder, in these changed times. I
wish her many years of service to the
country in her retirement. May Lord
Siva give her long life, good health and
happiness in her retirement.
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FOUNDER’S MEMORIAL ADDRESS
AT RAMANATHAN COLLEGE

6th December, 1978
by Mr. Justice A. Vythiyalingam

Mrs. Arunasalam, Distinguished Guests,

Members of the

Staff and Studemts of

Ramanathan College, Ladies and Gentelemen,

On behalf of my wife and myself
I wish to express our deep gratitude to
you for the great honour you have done
us in inviting me to deliver the Founder’s
Memorial Address. When I received
your invitation I thought it was a mis-
take and that you had confused me
for that patient, painstaking and erudite
scholar Mr. Vythilingam who had written
the monumental biography in two
volumes, of your great and illustrious
founder the late revered Sir Ponnam-
palam Ramanathan,

It was only when I received a
letter from Mr, R. N. Sivapiragasam that
I discovered that the real reason for
your invitation was, not on account of

any achievements of my own, but
because my wife happens to be an
old girl of your institution. Iam aware

that having established this College for
the education of young Hindu girls,
your founder went on to establish
Parameshwara College for the education
of Hindu boys so that your old girls
might find suitable husbands similarly
nurtured in Hindu religion, culture and
traditions. I do not know if my wife
is disappointed that she did not marry
an old boy of Parmeshwara College, but
I can assure you that for my part, I am
pfoud and happy that I married an old
girl of Ramanathan College.

Long before the time of U, N.
Sponsored Children’s Day and the present
day homage to youth, Sir Ponampalam

Ramanathan used to say that the bovs
and girls of a country are its greatest
national asset and that national regener-
ation could be achieved only through
the regeneration and rehabilitation of
youth. It is fitting therefore that on an
occasion like this we should remember
the life and work of this pre-eminent
and transcendental personality so that
it may serve as a model for emulation
and a source of inspiration to the
youth of today.

His was a varied and many splen-
doured genius and he was as sound
an authority on philosophy, religion,
literature, education and the arts as he
was pre-eminent in the law. There are
few instances in history in which a man
has touched life at so many points with
so much distinction and has left them
all adorned and enriched by his contact.
When we look back on his career and
achievements we are truly amazed at
his versatility. Little wonder that the
first Prime Minister of free Ceylon, the
late Rt. Hon. D. S. Senanayake called
him the Greatest Ceylonese not merely
of his time and age but of all time.
Nor was his name and fame confined
to this country only. India acclaimed
him as the finest exponent of Saiva
Sithantham and one well versed in the
Vedic Lore. England received him as
an astute parliamentarian, patriot and
statesman. America welcomed him as a
religious teacher, sage and philosopher.
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In Malaya he was reccived, where ever
he went, with admiration and respect,

Thus did fate conspire to make
him take to the law—a career in which
he was to attain such spectacular suc-
cesses and was to prepare him for the
role he was to play in later life. On
his return from Madras his uncle per-
suaded Sir Richard Morgan one of the
ablest of our Attorney-Generals to take
on Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan as
apprentice student at law.

To this advantage of an excellent
training Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan
added his own qualities of a command-
ing personality, a striking voice, a
lucidity of exposition, a prodigious
memory and an impressive command
of the English language As an advocate
he was eloguent and persuasive and
he was always calm, cool and collected
and nothing ever seemed to rufile him.
In cross-examination he affected an air
of gentleness, which was extremely
deceptive with his witnesses and wormed
things out of them which harsher methods
might have failed to do, by putting
the witness on his guard. He had a
remarkable way in re-examination of
undoing all that a cross-examiner had
gained for his case and put his evi-
dence in a very different light.

They say that a genius is 90 percent
perspiration and ten percent inspiration
and so it was with Sir Ponnampalam
Ramanathan. He brought to the practice
of the profession, as in all the other
spheres of his activities, an immense
capacity for hard work and for long
hours of sustained effort. He would
pour over his briefs from cover to
cover, search for precedents and look
up the law with a thoroughness and
the closest attention to the minutest
detail until he obtained complete mastery

R-5

over the facts and the law. Add to
this a dauntless courage and a tenacity
of purpose and you have an unbeatable
combination for success and success
in the profession did come to him very
early in his career.

Ramanathan’s bed was not one of
roses all the way. He had many dis-
appointments in life but he took all
of them with his usual stoicism. One
such disappointment came to him in 1902
when on the retirement of Sir John
Bonsor, the Attorney-General, Mr.
Charles Layard was appointed as the
Chief Justice. Having filled the pos't
of Solicitor-General for ten years with
such distinction and success Ramanathan
should have been appointed to succeed
Mr. Layard. But it was not to be and
Mr. J. H. Templer Senior Crown Counsel,
who was very much junior to Rama-
nathan was appointed Attorney-General.
It was little consolation to him that
in 1903 he was appointed as onme of
His Majesty’s Counsel, Learned in the
law, the first Tamil to be so honoured.
It would appear that the avenue of
elevation to the Supreme Court Bench
would also not be open to him and
in 1505 he retired prematurely from
the post of Solicitor-General.

Whithin three years of his entering the
legal profesion Ramanathan had laboured
among the worm-ecaten, decayed and
discoloured, with the ink all but bleached;
records in the dusty record rooms of
the Supreme Court and had, wunaided,
selected and copied the more imporiant
judgments. On one occasion when he
appeared as the junior to the Queen’s
Advocate Sir Richard Cayley, in appeal
Ramanathan was able to give him some
valuable reference to cases which had
been decided earlier, to support his
arguments. Sir Richard was much im-
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pressed by the manuscripts in which
these judgments had been kept and
recommended to the Government that
they should be published under Govern-
ment patronage. Thus was published
the reports of cases known as the Rama-
nathan Reports (1820-33, 1843-55 . 1860-62
1863-68. 1872-1875 and 1876) They are
held in great esteem even today by
Judges and lawyers and as recently as
a month ago I had occasion to refer
to one of the judgments reported in his
reports.

At the instance of the Chief Justice
Sir John Phear Ramanathan thereafter
edited a semi Government Report known
as the Supreme Court Circular until 1879.
when the Government started publishing
its own reports of cases Ramanathan
became the obvious choice as Editor
and he edited the first eight volumes
of The New Law Reports.

In the practice of his profession he
always maintained the highest traditions
of the Bar and set himself lofty stand-
ards of rectitude and integrity which
was a source of inspiration to the
junior members of the Bar whom he
always befriended and helped As a re-
cognition of his pre-eminence at the Bar
and the high esteem in which he was
held by the Judiciary and the Bar the
Inner Temple conferred on him one of
its rarest honours, which only two or
three others could boast of, by admitting
him as a Barrister Honoris Causa.

He believed in the independence
of the Judiciary and defended it fiercely
and with all the eloquence at his
command. In 1912 two of the trustees
of the Maha Devala and the Kataragama
Devale were dismissed by the District
Committee administrating the Buddhist
Temporalities Ordinance. The trustees

filed action in the District Court of
Kandy and the Government brought
in legislation to amend the Buddhist
Temporalities Ordinance which would
have made it impossible for the plain-
tiffs to proceed with their action, for
according to the Government it was a
mischievous and useless litigation and
an abuse of the processes of court.

He got the unofficials to act together
and very soon, young as he was, the
other unofficial members followed his
lead and stood solidly behind him He
extracted from the British Government
the promise that it would respect the
wishes of the unofficial members if
they were unanimous in preference to
the views of the official majority. The
first phase of his activities as a legislator
ended in 1892 when he accepted the
post of Solicitor General though he
came back to it for three short spells
when he took his seat in the Executive
Council as Acting Attorney General.
By that time however he had attained
the eminence of being the Senior Un-
official Member,

It was the time of the riots of 1915.
Beginning as a purely parochial and
insignificant incident in Kandy it took
the familiar turn that such incidents
now take. Rumour mongers stepped in
and spread the rumour that the Dalada
Maligawa had been sacked. Hooligans
and toughs of every area took advantage
of the situation. There was murder
arson and looting all over the country.
Fighting for dear life against the German
hordes in the first World War the British
officials panicked and saw in this purely
communal affair an organised attempt
to overthrow their government. Martial
law was declared and hundreds of in-
nocent persons particularly among the
wealthy and powerful Singhalese were




arrested, court martialled and thrown
into prisons. Many paid the supreme
penalty.

Ramanathan threw himself with
a frenzy to put a stop to the mischief.
He went here, there, and everywhere,
pleading for the return to reason, and
sanity allaying fears and stopping the
damage. In the Council he rose to
great heights and pleaded with sustained
eloquence and compelling reason for
the end of martial law, the release of
the prisoners, the reduction of com-
munity fines which had been imposed
by special commissioners quite arbitrarily
and for the punishment of the guilty
officials, He made six impassioned
speeches in the Council which he pub-
lished in a book, which is unfortunately
now rare, under the title of “‘Riots
and the Martial Law in Ceylon”. He
braved the seas which were ridden
with enemy action and submarines to
proceed to England and acquaint the
British public and Parliament of the
true position. His campaign was success-
ful and he was received by a grateful
nation as no other National Hero was
acclaimed either before or after.

He fought hard and long to see
that the Railway was extended to Jafina.
Officials saw this as a useless project
to take the railway through the arid and
waste lands of the North Central and
Northern Province and were unanimous
in their opinion that it would not pay
its way. Ramanathan persisted with
dogged perseverance and ultimately suc-
ceeded in getting this great boon
for the people of Jaffna. What was
thought to be a non profitable extension,
the line to the moon as some called it,
is today the most profitable as also
the most neglected of all the lines
in the entire Railway.

. In an impassioned speech at the
prize day at Ananda College in 1904
he exclaimed *‘If Sinhalese lips will
not speak the Sinhalese language who
else is there to speak it! He exhorted
the audience that it was their * duty
to cultivate the study of the Sinhalese
language to the best of your power
and to speak it ignoring the English
language on all occasions where English
has no business.”” Believing firmly in
the immense superiority of the religions
and spiritual values of Hindu and
Buddhist traditions and culture over
the materialism of the West, he fought
incessantly in and outside Council for
the increasing establishment of more
and more schools in the national
languages.

His knowledge of Christianity was
acclaimed in America and England
where he went on lecture tours. He
wrote a commentary of St. Mathew
and St. John and his book on Western
Pictures for Eastern Students is an
accoust of his American lecture tour.
He knew the teachings of Islam and
made a close study of the life and
works of Buddha., But his crowning
achievement and his priceless gift to
the Hindus of Sri Lanka is the Pon-
nampala Vaneshvarar temple in Colombo.
Built out of pure granite stone by expert
architects and temple workmen from
India on Agamic principles, it is one
of the noblest examples of Hindu
Architecture and Sculpture.

Sir Ponnampalam Ramanathan was
fortunate in his wife, the devoted and
gracious Lady Ramanathan. Highly
talented, of great culture and refine-
ment, she took a passionate interest in
the Hindu religion, culture, traditions.
To familiarise herself with the people
and the country she visited the home
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of every student of Ramanathan College
in-order to study their homelife, back-
ground ‘and conditions. of work. Many
years ago when 1 was a little boy six
years old, I remember her coming to
our house in the remote village of
Karukampanai as my elder sister was
then a student of Ramanathan College,
On the 30-11-1930 his immortal soul

departed his mortal remains, which

were interned in the Samadhi in your
instituition.

I am happy to have had of this
opportunity of paying my humble tribute
to this narional figure with all inter-
national reputation for his memory is
well worth preserving, well worth
cherishing, well worth handing down
to our children and our children’s
children as precious heir-loom.

JAFFNA RAILWAY

“It is mot a wild scheme; it is a very practicable scheme. [t is a
scheme that will ao the greatest good 1o Ceylon......

I shall never cease to agitate unmiil the railvay 10 Jaffna is an ac-

complished fact.”

*

— Ramanathan

“*1If Sinhalese lips will not speak the Sinhalese language who else is there

10 speak it?..
advanced

b

“If Public Servants appeal to the Leg
pay or promotion or any other grievance,

How is a nation to be lifted out of error re JSormed and
inte plains of higher knowledge except by  its own language ?”’

— Sir Pon. Ramanathan

islative Council on a question of
I do not think they could be

considered to be 3uilty of a breach of discipline.”

— Ramanathan

-



THE FIRST PRIZE GIVING REPORT— 1915

[We feel honoured to reproduce the speech made by His Excellency the Governor

of Ceylon SIR ROBERT CHALMERS,

and the Vote of Thanks rerdered by

Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan at the First Prize-giving Function of Ramanathan

College, held on 2nd March 1915 in the

His Excellency the Governor, having
distributed the foregoing Prizes, rose
amid cheers and said,—

Ladies and Gentlemen,

When I first arrived in this Colony
on the 18th October, 1913, I remember
well that in the Legislative Council
Chamber an address was read to me
in silvery tones—an address of welcome
coupled with admonitions—and that
address was read by the founder of
this Coliege, Mr. Ramanathan. Since
that first public meeting of Rama-
nathan, I have had various opportunities
of long conversations with Mr. Rama-
nathan, as with Mr. Kanagasabai and
every other member of the Legislative
Council, not exclusively on public
affairs in the ordinary sense, but also
in the way of interchange of views on
all things that they and I and other
members of the Council take interest
in. Restricting myself for the moment to
one of the things Mr. Ramanathan is
always most anxious to talk about—
education. Now, I happen to take
a lively interest in education, more
particularly in its higher aspects; and
conversations that I have had with
Mr. Ramanathan made me seek for
an opportunity to come up to Jaffna,
and take the opportunity of returning
the compliment that he paid tome on
the 18th October, 1913—by visiting the
College in which he is so much interested,
and by administering an address to him
in return, But let not Mr. Ramanathan
be alarmed, as | was (in the strictest

Coliege Hall. — Editor]

confidence I say it), when I arrived in
tht? Colony and had to face music on
quite unknown instruments. (Laughter)

As 1 say Mr. Ramanathan has
frequently told me of his general views
on education and of the peculiar in
terest which he takes in this particular
application of the principles he holds
dear. 1 am always interested—deeply
interested in the serious efforts of any
man who has at heart the carrying out
of anv work which appeals to his heart,
be he who he may be, —be his work
cast on these lines, or on those. If
you come to think of it, what you have
to do first of all in approaching the
work of anyone, is to try and under-
stand what that man or woman really
means. What is this aim ? What are the
principles which guide them? First put
yourself in their place; put yourself
under their conditions; observe, and
then see what you think. That is the
beginning of wisdom in all these matters.
It is appreciation and not depreciation.
(Applause).

Well, what does Mr. Ramanathan
aim at, at this particular moment, in
the ideas and principles that he adheres
to? First and foremost, you will realises
on entering the corridors, that this is
a School for Girls; that is the simple
primary fact that you observe 1 dare
say, if you cross-examined Mr. Rama-
nathan, as in other days he cross-
examined others at the Bar, we should
elicit from him that he had other views
beyond, and extensions of his views.
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But as a very practical man, Mr. Ra_ma-
nathan engaged on one thing at a time,
and it is a Girls’ School which is
opened now. I am acquainted, as many
of you are, with some Thamil proverbs
on the subject of the education of
women. Those proverbs are not favour-

able to the higher education of the
Women. Nevertheless, I think if I were
asked what, on the whole, in the

intellectual and moral sphere has been
the greatest gain that has come to the
East from the West — it would be just
this realm; that of the recognition of
the need for higher education for women.
It is not the Eastern idea of women,
it is not the natural and immediate
product of Eastern thought, life and
criticism. The East has always had its
own traditions; it has large ideals of
culture and education for men. But the
enlarged civilization to which I suggest
the West has added so much, the
civilization “which is awaiting us, is at
your doors today, and will be brought
still nearer to morrow ; that civilization,
I say, requires the education of women
no less than of men. (Applause)

I remember hearing in a different
context a very homely illustrations of
the need for the joint progress of
both sexes, and that very simple and
homely illustration came from a carriage
with two pairs of wheels, the little ones
running round fast and the big ones
more slowly, and yet because of their
Joint action the whole carriage runs
at one uniform pace. So it should be
with education. You cannot neglect
in the education of women the essentials
of the educational life and conditions
and ideals of the men of whom they
are the natural partners in life. (Applause)

I may be espressing Mr. Ramanathan’s
view in this,

There is another aspect which I do
not hesitate to touch upon in this con-
nection. I should say that Mr. Rama-
nathan’s work is associated primarily
with the education of women. There
is a special feature of it. further that
observation and that appreciation, which
I suggest to you is desirable, must
recognize and see. This is a Hindy
College. It is an institution which, while
seeking to instruct, as far as may be,
in the ideals, the methods and the
examples of the west, yet bases itself
essentially on the development and on
the fulfilment of what is mnational to
the people who come the college.

I am quite certain and say very
frankly and clearly, no people which
ignores its own past and which does
not seek to realise itself can hope to
have any future at all. (Hear, Hear )
But it should not stand on the lines
of the past only; it should grow from
the roots of its past and still be itself,
though its growth will be enhanced
and enriched by absorbing into self what
it sees and feels to be the best from
elsewhere

We hope, as cveryone hopes, to
see edueation in Ceylon advanced to-
wards still higher ideals, and soto give
the freest scope for the healthy and
organic development of the best of which
each individual is capabble in self-
realization. (Loud Applause)

Mr. P. Ramanathan said:—

Ladies and Gentiemen,

I see by the clock that we have
about four more minutes to conclude
the hour which His Excellency has
marked out for us, and my pleasant
duty now is to propose to you to
accord a vote of heart-felt thanks ' to
his Excellency for so graciously coming
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to this College and spending sixty long
minutes amongst us, The pregnant speech
which he has delivered really deprives
me of the power of speaking freely.
My heart is so full and so deeply ap-
preciative of the observations made by
him, that I do not think that I ought
to add any words on this occasion, and
so divert your attention from his words.

We who are very near him have
the privilege of knowing him quite well,
not only from the speeches that he
has delivered on public platforms, but
also from conversations and observations
of his doings. Permit me to relate
an incident which occured not many
months ago on the road from Colombo
to Mount Lavinia. It brought home to
us all, at the time, the spirit of self-
effacement and broad sympathy which
adorrs his Excellency. One day when
he and Lady Chalmers were driving
near Mount Lavinia, they witnessed
a marriage procession; they got down
from their motor car, went up to the
bride and bridegroom, who were Sinha-
lese villagers, and offered their congrat-

*

ulations to the happy couple who
wondered who they were. (Applause)
Incidents like this go deep into the
hearts of every one. We know him to
be most unassuming and kind-hearted,
and to be ever ready to uplift the
people. Time is flying 1 beg that
you will accord to His Excellency your
best thanks by standing up in a body
and tendering them to him with acclaim.
(Lcud Applause, the whole audience
standing upi.

Then His Excellency the Governor
replied,

Mr. Ramanathan, Ladies and Gentle-
man, —1, am very much obliged to you
for the very kind reception given to me.
I am grateful to the Founder and the
President of this college for giving me
the opportunity to see this beauvtiful
College. What a striking picture it was
to go along the corridor and see the
girls moving in their pretty attire, and
to hear the exquisite music-one of the
prettiest scenes that I have ever seen!
(Applause}.

Politics or the art of good government of the people is one o f r’i:e
noblest of human arts and an instrument of self-culture into the bargain’’.

*

— Sir P. Ramanathan

“If the country is really in peril we should all vote for Ramanathan ™.

— Sir James Peris



SIR P- RAMANATHAN'S SELECT SPEECHES

IN COUNCIL —

Compiled by Mrs. S. K. Sundaresan

On the importance of having Select
English Books on Ethics and Science
translated into the Vernaculars of the Island.

On the third of December, 1879,
the Hon Mr. J. P. Obeyesekera, the
Sinhalese Representative, drew the atten-
tion of the Government to the necessity
there was for providing the vernacular
schools of the isiland with a suitable
series of Sinhalese books, and asked
whether, if any, and if so, what steps
had been taken to meet that want,
in consequence of the report, dated
the 2nd February, 1871, made by the
Committee on the Subject of Vernacular
Education, to the Government.

In seconding this motion Mr. Rama-
nathan said :—

The Hon. the Sinhalese member has
pointed out that the subject of providing
vernacular schools with Sinhalese books
bas not received that attention from
the Government which it called for,
and has pathetically appealed to His
Excellency not to allow the literature
of his race to die out. I certainly think
that Sinhalese schools should be furnished
with a proper set of Elementary books,
but that alonme is not sufficient. For
what is the Sinhalese youth to do after
he has read the recading books of
standards 1,2, 3 and 4?7 At present the
great ambition of the Sinhalese youth,
who has picked up 2 smattering of
English in the Anglo-Vernacular schools
is to assume the external pbases of
Western Civilization only, without caring
to aspire to those really sound elements
of it which make that civilization valu-
able. When the Sinhalese youth comes

EXCERPTS
to know a little English, his mind
becomes unsettled, He discards the

plough, the honourable and useful calling
of his ancestors, idles away his time
or becomes a petition-drawer or clerk
on a miserable pittance. This is not
as it should be......

What the Sinhalese and Tamil youth
lack most is cnaracter. It is the
duty of the Government to develop it.
The youth of the country ought to be
made to think on sound lines, without
prejudice, wayward inclination or caprice.
[ know of no book that can effect
this object better than Smiles ‘“Self-help”,
the like of which does not exist inm
Tamil or Sinhalese prose.

Speech on the proposed revised code
of education for 1881, and the grant-in-aid-
System.

Mr. Ramanathan said:

---I have always taken a deep interest
in the cause of education...... The Pansala
education of the Sinhalese districts was
a copy of the Pathasala system indigenous
to India with which we have been
made familiar by Sir George Campbell.
In the Tamil districis there was a
corresponding institution in the School
of the hereditary village teacher. The
education imparted in these institutions
was by no means high or liberal. It
was elementary and adapted to the
necessities of village life....

The Sinhalese and Tamil peoples of
this country always set store by educaion
of this kind It is mentioned of king
Vijayabshu 111, who reigned in 1240,
that he established a school in every

village and charsed the priests who
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superintended them to take nothing from
the pupils, promising that he would
himself reward them for their trouble,
Such was the policy of enlightened
Sinhalese Sovereigns, the policy of
bringing  free education to the very
doors to the people. The Dutch pursued
the same policy.

On the Religious intolerance cf certain
Christian Missionary Managers grant-in-Aid
Schools in the Northern Province of Ceylon.

(11th February 1884)

Mr. __Ramanathan said :

I rise, Sir, to call the attention of
this council to the memorial T had the
honour to present a fortnight ago from
certain Hindu inhabitanis of the Jafina
Peninsula, complaining of religious intole-
rance on the part of certain Christian
missionary managers of grant in-aid
schools.

The specific nature of the grievances
complained of appears in the memorial
itself and that is that children who are
obliged to go to these missionary schools
are forced by the missionaries, under
pain of fines and expulsion, to recad
Bible whether they liked it or mnot
which in my estimation is an excellent
book, and to rub off those sectarian
marks of devetion to religion which
Hindus are enjoined by their ancient
spiritual teachers to put on their forehead.
It is needless now to go into the reasons
of these practices. They are matters of
faith, about the validity of which this
Council will not enquire or judge.

I desire to approach the subject of
the complaints. made in the memorial
with .a due sense of the great work
done by the missionaries on the field
of generel education. I am not at all

R-6

antagonistic to their labours amongst us.
_i have always endeavoured to be tolerant
in the widest sense of the word in
matters of religious faith and religious
enthusiasm. My opinions are well-known
to all communities, and Christian mis-
sionaries have always courted my help
in the solution of educational questions,

In the year 1880 their leaders came
to me in a body and asked me fto
present their grievances to this Council,
and I gladly did my best for them.
i have no fear of being misunderstood.
Your Excellency’s words that it is your
intention to maintain perfect neutrality
between the different creeds in Ceylon,
have been recently quoted with approval
by His Lordship the Bishop of_Colomb(a.

I beg in the first place to call your
attention to the fact that there are no
government schools, either English or
Anglo-Vernacular, in the Northern
Province of Ceylon, and that English
education is imparted almost exclusively
by the different Christian missionary
bodies who have located themselves
there. It appears that religious intole-
rance on the part of some of the managers
has varied with varying times and cir-
cumstances, and that it has been steadily
growing ever since the champion re-
former of Hindus in the' Northern
Province died in 1879......

H E. The Governor: Who did you
say ?
Mr. Ramanathan: The Hindu re-

former named Arumuga Navalar. Hindu
boys who, for want of their own English
schools, resort to the missionary schools,
have learnt to make mental reservaiions
and are getting skilled in the art of
dodging. 'The holy ashes putl on at
home during worship are carefully rubbed
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off as they approach the Christian
school ' and they affect the methods of
Christian boys while at school. I know
of many cases' in which even baptized
boys and teachers, when they cease
to be connected with such schools,
appear in their true colours, with broad
stripes of consecrated ashes and rosaries,
to the great merriment of the people
and the deep chagrin of the missionaries.
There is a great deal too much of hypo-
crisy in Jaffna in the matter of religion,
owing to the fact that the love of the
missionaries for proselytes is as bound-
less as the love of the Jaffnese to
obtain some knowledge of English at
any cost. I cannot help thinking, Sir,
that the policy pursued by some of the
Christian managers of grant-in-aid schools
is a ruinous mistake. It stands condemn-
ed by the Roman Catholic Bishop, the

/5 i P

Right Rev. Bonjean, who has had several

years of experience in the Northern
Province...... «« =
If the Government are unwilling

to have a conscience clause, though
I cannot conceive for what reason they
should be unwilling, they should at all
events give the inhabitants of the North-
ern Province the same advantages which
are given to the inhabitdnts of other
provinces. In the Western Province
there are 26 English and Anglo-verna-
cular Government Schools; in the
central province there are 11; in the
Southern Province 10; but there are
no such schools in the Nothern Province.
I feel, Sir, that I have only to state my
case to enmlist the sympathy of hon.
members around this table, and I will
not dwell any longer upon the subject.

. He. (Ramanathan) taught us that man does not live by bread alone that

man’s life upon this planet find’s its

self-love but in self-denial and service

X

““When the great men o f Ce
gubernatorial smiles,
natorial misdeeds.

true meaning and fulfilment not in

— M. Vythilingam

ylorf were vying with one another to secure
: Ramanathan’s thunders were directed against guber-
i il The h.:gh water-mark of his services to Ceylon was
the “heroic role he played in commection with the riots of 1915.”

— Handy Perinbanayagam
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MEMORIES OF OUR PRINCIPAL DURING
' MY SCHOOL DAYS

. Sweet are the memories of childhood. Sweeter than those are the
memories of school days and sweetest is my memory of the days
when T was a student of this college. Mrs. R, Arunasalam was the
principal when I joined this college in 1975. The very ﬁ.rst day I was
very much taken up by her splendid and admirable qualities. She had
won the esteem and respect of both teachers and students by her calm
and friendly disposition.

Within the short space of time she had been in this college as a
principal, she had done great services which could not be assessed.
Though I" was a student of this College for a few years, I cannot
forget her smiling face, an understanding mentality and extreme
piety. She appeared to me as an embodiment of goddess, Saraswathy
herself. The New Hall and the Agricultural Laboratory which were put
up during her time make one understand her outstanding service to this
College. She also replenished the College library by getting down
an addition of one thousand five hundred and thirty two new books.

She took a keen interest in the religious activities of this Colleges
thus establishing the wishes of our revered Founder Sir P. Ramanathan.
She propagated his ideals as regards Hindu Philosophy and culture.

She was always ready to contribute her mite for the betterment of the
college. '

- We all.feel sorrry that we are going to miss a true, trustworthy,
simple, amiable and loving Principal [ am happy that 1 was given
an opportunity to- express my sincere feelings towards her. It is my

sincere wish that the Almighty would bless her abundantly with health
and happiness.

K. Kamaladevi
Student
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MY DOG

My mother gave me an alsation puppy on my sixth birthday.
Its name is Tommy. He was very small then. T gave him a cup
of milk. Now I give him rice, fish and meat.

He is grey in colour. He sleeps under my bed. He runs-after me.

He never bites anyone. He lies in front of our house He watches
the house. 1 love my Tommy.

Suthamathy S.
Grade 1V



MYSELF

I am Sivaganga. My father's name is Sivapr illai i
a retired sports-officer. My mother is a teacher ill: ;ﬁfazzﬁggf' IHlfa\:z
four b.rothers and two sisters. [ have a grandmother too. 1 live at
Ufiuwl. .I am twelve years old. I am dark and fat. Iar.n a Tamil
Hindu girl. 1 am studying in grade six. I walk to school every-
day. My pet is a dog. His name is Puppy. My hobbies are dancin
and collecting stamps. 1 like playing games. i

Sivaganga S.
Grade VI

MY GRANDFATHER

My grandfather is a cheerful old man. He was born in Suthumalai.
He was educated at Jaffna Hindu College. He retired as the Divisional
Secretary of Health Services. He was a very good foot-ball player:

He is very fond of his grandchildren. He tells us stories and
teaches us Nursery rhymes. He helps me to do my homework.
When I read newspapers he listens to me.

We like sweets and chocolates. He buys a lot and shares them
with us. In the evenings he comes out to the garden to play with
us. He watches television with us. He is very kind and loving.
We all like him very much.

Sivakamavalli S.
Giade V1

MY VILLAGE

Kandarodai is my village. It is a big village. There are many
people in my village. Most of the people are farmers. There are
a lot of fields and gardens in my village. We have many schools,
temples and shops. We have a dispensary and a sub post-office.
Chunnakam, Inuvil, Uduvil and Manipay are our adjoning villages:
We have bus service to most of the places. Chunnakam is our
nearest town. I like my village very much.

Sooriyalaths N.
Grade V11




OUR PRINCIPAL

Mrs. R. Arunasalam. our principal has an association of 235
years as a teacher, deputy principal and principal at Ramanathan
College. Throughout these long years she has served the school with
devotion and immensely contributed to its advancement so much so
that she has become inseparable from the institution and her name
will ever be remembered by all of us. She is very much lovedy
respected and held in high esteem not only by the teachers, students
past and present but also by people in various walks of life.

““More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.”
True to this saying we always see her every morning offering her
prayer to Lord Nadarajah before she starts her round of duties in
the school. This irresistible faith in the will of Providence has always
given her the strength of character to pilot the school successfully
in all its programmes and activities.

" Ours.is a school which has been founded by the great patriot
Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan to provide an education to Hindu
girls in a truly Hindu atmosphere. True to this objective, Rama-
nathan College throughout the years has built up a tradition which
is "charziCtetistic‘of the school—a tradition that has evolved a way
of life to those who had gone out into the world. She herself is
a shining example of the tradition. She always emphasises the fact
that the students and teachers in the school should observe this

tradition and themselves be the media to propagate it into the homes
and the society around them.

Her contribution to the school are many and varied. Year by
year students have entered the university for education, particularly
in the ﬁel,_ds of languages, humanities and fine arts. With the assistance
gf:thc_well wishers of the school she has built an assembly hall
which was a crying need in the school for a long time. The Home
Science unit, the Agriculturé unit, the Kindergarten block are other

qmc_niti_es which were introduced into the school during her period
of office as Principal.

Her pleasing smile her' soft and controlled speech her quiet and
unassuming ways in which she deals with children and teachers and
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above all her motherly love and affection has endeared her to the

hearts of all of us at Ram :
grateful to her. anathan College. We will ever remain

In the years of her retire it i
) e ment 1t 18 our prayer that Lord Iswa
glﬂl fbe.Wlth her and her family and that she would live to enjcl;;
e fruits of her honest labour for many more years to come

C. Rohini
Grade XTI Sc.

OUR PRINCIPAL

The name of our principal is Mrs. R. Arunasalam. She is a very
?Jusy person. She comes to school early in the morning Our principal
is a good and brave lady. She is very smart. She is honest and
wise too. She advises us always to work hard. She is always kind

Our principal lives at Suthumalai. She comes to school by car.
As soon as she comes she goes to the temple. Then she goes round
the school on supervision.

Our principal wears beautiful sarees. She wears a pair of spectacles
too. She likes to do hard work. I am always proud of our principal.

Jeyanthini K.
Grade 7A

MY LIFE AT SCHOOL
My name is Ranjini. 1 am studying at Ramanathan College in
Grade eight. I am a blind - girl.
I came to school with my mother on the first day. I was taken

to our principal and she welcomed me kindly. She sent me to my
class. The pupils and teachers talked to me. I was very happy.

At school I study the same lessons as my classmates do. But
my writing is different. It is called Braille. 1 touch the dots and
read it. T cannot read the other books So I sit in front of the
teachers table. 1 listen carefully and answer the questions. I write
the answers and read it to teachers.

Our classmates and teachers help me in many ways. Our tg:achers
help me by explaining the lessons. 1 cannot see and draw the p:ctures.

U
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When they explain the pictures to me I im_agine them. Our clagg
mates help me to go to the library and science laboratory. They

read aloud many books to me.

A teacher comes to help me twice or thrice a week. Her name
is Miss A. Sinnathamby. She helps me to learn the lessons, She
teaches me through the Braille.

Our teachers read the question papers and I write the answers
Miss Sinnathamby transcribes it by the sighted letters. Later the
other teachers correct the answers. Sometimes I come first in my
class. I won prizes in Tamil and English. My parents and teachers
cheer me in many ways. My classmates and teachers like me.

Ranjini V,
Grade VIII
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GAMES & ATHLETICS REPORT

It gives me great pleasure in presenting the report of Games
and Athletics for the period under review (1975—1980). In 1975 the
annual sports meet was held as a “ Home Meet”,. Though it was
a Home Meet, it was organised and carried out according to A. A.
Arules. Our students showed great promise in Athletic at the Athletic
Meets held annually from 1976 to 1979. At the P.T.competitions
held in 1976, our under 13 squad won the first place. The first place
at the same event was won by our under 17 squad as well.

Our Junior Squads showed its best at the 1977 all Island P.T.
competition by winning the first place and also the best performance
shield. The next vear too. our P. T. squads fared very well. The
under 17 squad won the first place, at the District level and at the
circuit level P. T. competition. Our under 13 squad won the first place
at the circuit level P. T. competition.

Our under 13 squad deserves special mention for its success even
in 1979. We won the first place at the circuit level and at the District
level P. T. competitions. At the all Island P. T. competition held in
Colombo our under 13 squad won the 2nd place. In 1980 our under
17 squad was placed first at the circuit level P. T. competition.

Our students have done satisfactorily well at the athletic meet
held in 1979 at the circuit level.

Our girls have shown great enthusiasm in Physical Training and
have reaped the success due to their enthusiasm.

I take this opportunity to thank all the participants and the
teachers for their cooperation in making my work a success.

Teacher-in-charge
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GUIDE REPORT

Guide Captain: Mrs, S, Kalyanasundaresan
Lieutenant : Mrs. E, Balachandran

Patrol Leaders: C. Kalyani

K. Anusuya

K. Jeyaranee

S. Inpalatha

I. Gowri

K. Thayanithi

The Fourth Jaffna Guide Company feels proud in submitting the
report for the year under review. We have thirty six, smart and
persevering guides in our company, and 21 of us are Second class Guides:
True to the motto “Be Prepared” our guides are ever ready to
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render helping hands to the needy, We take pride in helping our
school during the time of various school functions like the Sports
Meet, Founder’s Day and Prize Giving. Our guides have earned
numerous proficiency badges. Since our school invites very often distin-
guished guests, we always have the privilege of forming Guard of
Honour to them. Every year we celebrate our Founder Lord Baden
Powell’s Thinking Day by service and prayers.

Each guide has a record book where she enters every day what
she does as a help to the needy, old and the sick. We always help
in cleaning the premises of our College.

Our thanks are to Mrs. S. Kalyanasundaresan and Mrs. E. Bala-
chandran for their help and advices. This year we hope to help the
sick and the poor in our village with old clothes, and the small
children with the toys we make and we are working hard towards

his target
A 3 A Guide
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J/RAMANATHAN COLLEGE—CHUNNAKAM
STAFF— 1980

Mrs. R. Arunasalam, B. A. (Madras)Post Graduate Trained, Teacher Counsellor’s Cert.
Principal Grade |

Mrs. Y. Rajaratnam, B. A. (Madras) Dip-in-Ed. (Cey,) Tamil Trained Teacher’s Cert,
Deputy Principal

Mrs. G. Somasundaram, B. A. Hons (Cey.) Dip-in-Ed. (Cey.) e
Sectional Head (Languages) 7~ OYJ‘\}":\
Mrs. N. Anandaratnam, B. A. Hons (Cey.) , ‘{ o A T RAY
Mrs. S. Appadurai, B. A. (Annamalai) A

Sectional Head (Social studies)

Mrs. C. Xarthigesu, B. A. (Madras) A
Mrs. B. Shanmugalingam, B. A. Hons. (London) g |
Mrs. V. Sivasubramaniam, B. A. (Annamalai) :
Mrs. K. Sundaralingam, B. A. (Madras)

Mrs, S. Pararajasingam, B A. (Madras) ' _ RS,
Mrs. P. S. Cumarasamy, B. A. (Lond.) L
Mrs. A. Sivapiragasapillai, M. A. (Madras) Dip-in-Ed. (Ceylon) - ~
Mrs. P. Pararajasingam, B. Sc. (Madras)

Sectional Head (Technical Studies)

Miss Y. Kanagaratnam. B. A. (Ceylon) Dip-in-Ed. (Merit) (Cey.) Teacher Counsellor’s
Special Post Gr. 1l [Certificate

Mre. S. K. Sundaresan, B.Sc. (Madras), Dip-in-Ed. (Merit) (Cey.)
Special Post Gr. Il [Ceacher Counsellor’s Cert.
Mrs. S. S. Kumarasamy, li A. (Ceylon) Dip-in-Hindu Civil. (Jaffna)

Special Post Gr. | [Teacher Counsellor’s Cert.
Mr. V. Ehamparanathan, B. Sc, (Madras)

Mr. S. Ramathilagam, B. Sc. (Ceylon} Dip-in-Ed. (Ceylon)
Mr. S Amirthaligam, B. Sc. (Lond.)
Sectional Head (Science)
Mr. A. Kalyanasundaresan, B. A. (Madras), Dip-in-Ed. in Drama (Cey.)
Mrs. S. Kailasanathan, B. Sc. (Madras) Dip-in-Ed. (Ceylon)
Miss B. Rajadurai, B. A. (Madras)
Mrs. S. Sithamparanathan, B. Sc. (Madras)
Mrs. §. Naganathan, B. Sc. (Madras)
Mrs. S. Vivekanandan, B. A. (London)
Mrs. P. Thamotherampillai, B, Sc. (H. Sc.) (Madras)
Mrs. S. Yogalingam, B. Sc. (Ceylon)
Miss M. Kanapathipillai, B. Sc. (Ceylon)
Mrs. K. Shanmmgalingam, Sp. Trained Science (Palaly)
Mrs. A. O. Kanagasingam, Sp. Trained English (Palaly) First Class
Mrs. R. Vinayagamoorthy, Sp. Trained English (Palaly) First Class
Mrs. R. Ganeshalingam, Sp. Trained English (Palaly) First Class
Mrs. T. Jeyasinghe, Sp. Trained Maths (Palaly) First Class

2501441



yeis Suigoea] uou pue yeis ) YPim [edpuing gL




I ARCHIVES




o

Mrs. P. Pathmanathan, Sp. Trained Commerce (Palaly) First Class
Mrs. K. Ulageswaran, Sp. Trained Science (Palaly) First Class

Mrs. D. Perinpanayakam. Sp. Trained Science (Palaly) First Class
Miss S. Swaminathan, Sp. Trained Home Scicnce (Palaly)

Mrs. M. Thilagaratnam, Inter Arts (London)

Miss T. Arumugam, G.C. E. A/L (Lond)

Mrs. P. Kumarasamy, Physical Trained

Mrs. T. Thambiratnam, Dip-in-Art

Miss Y. Chelliahpiliai, Sangeetha Booshanam (Annamalai)
Mrs. P. Erambamoorthy, Dip-in-Agriculture (Palaly)

Mrs. S. Gunanithy, Dip-in-Agriculture (Palaly)

Mrs. T. Chelliah, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)
Supervisor Lower School

Miss L. Sinnathamby, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Mrs. S. Sinnathurai, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Mrs. S. Thuraisingam, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Mrs. S. Thirugnanasundaram, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Mrs. R. Murugaratnam, Industrial School Certificate (First Class)

Miss M. Velupillai, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Mrs, E. Balachandran, B. Sc. (Madras)

Mrs. S. Sivanesan, Special Trained Dance (Palaly), Dip-in-Dance

Mrs. R. Sivanandan, Special Trained (Music)

Mrs. A. Sivakulasingam, English Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Mrs. A. Kanagaratnam, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate, (First Class)

Mrs. S. Pararajasingam, Tamil Trained Teacher’s certificate (Nallur) (First Class)

Mrs. S. Rajanathan, Tamil Trained Teacher’s Certificate (First Class)

Facilities Fees

Miss S. Sivasamboo, Diploma in Pre-School Education
Miss. K. Sivapragasam, G. C. E. A/L

Miss N. Pararajasingam, Dip-in-Dance (Madras)

Mrs. K. Sinnathamby, B. A.

Non-Teaching Staff
Mrs. P. Shanmugasundaram, Clerk
Mr. S. Kanagaratnam, Clerk
Mrs. P. Arulnanthy, Clerk
Mr. V. Gopalasingam Lab Asst.
Miss R. Ratnam, Lab Asst.
Mr. M. Subramaniam
Mrs. R. Leelawathy
Mr. K. Ratnasingam
Mr. K. Thambiah
_ Hostel Staff
Miss K. Namasivayam
Miss M. Kandiah
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Our grateful thanks are due to the,
Hon. Minister Mr. Ranil Wickramasinghe, Minister of Education,
Hon. Leader of the opposition: Mr. A. Amirthalingam,
Hon. Minister of Justice : Mr. Nissanka Wijayaratne,
M. P. for Manipay > Mr. V. Tharmalingam,
Secretary & Director General of Fducation: Mr. Eric De Silya,
Deputy Director General of Education: Mr. George Mendis,
Director of Education N. R. : Mr. T. Manickavasagar,
Additional Director of Education, Jaffna: Mr. K. Sivanathan,
M. P. for Chavakachcheri: Mr. V. N. Navaratnam,
Vice-Chancellor-Jaffna University: Mr. S. Vithiyanandan, and
C. E. O. Manipay Circuit: Mr. S. Thananchayan, for

their valuable Messages.

We also thank,

1.
2.

Mrs,

The educationists for their contributions.

The members of the Staff, Students and non-teaching staff for their
cooperation in bringing out this Number.

The schools and institutions that sent us their Magazines.
The members of the S. D. S., old girls and well wishers for
patronising the College Magazine.

The Thirumakal Press— the

publishers, staff and workers for their
efficient service.

Our acknowledgement will be
to Mr. T, Manickavasagar,
Ministry of Education),

incomplete without a special word of Thanks
Director of Education, Jaffna (at present in the

Accept my thoughts Jor thanks, I have no words —Moses

R. Arunasalam, | A, Kalyanasundaresan,
Principal

e Member in Charge of Messages
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