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ek His Excellency the Governor,

Sir Henry Monck-Mason Moore, 6.cC M.G.

Queen’s House,

Colombo, 20th June, 1947. ™

in connexion with the Carnival and Exhibition that is being held in aid of

the College Extension Fund. I am sure this will give an interesting account
of the educational and industrial activities conducted at Tellippalai during the last 130
years and I wish it all success.

l UNDERSTAND that the Union College, Tellippalai, is bringing out a “Pictorial”
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From :

Rev. Raymond A. Dudley,

Secretary, American Board of Commissioners for

Foreign Missions, Foreign Department.

. 14, Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass.
May 29, 1947.

T was an inspiration to visit the Union College at Tellippalai and see at first

hand the varied activities and learn at first hand of the plans and hopes for

: the future. As an American I would like to single out for special commen-

dat.lon_ thg vocational activities which are carried out in a simple but systematic way.

Thls_ institution has a tradition of doing things well. May the resources of money to

continue thi-s tradition be forthcoming. And may those responsible for the present be
enabled to insure that a worthy past is followed by an equally worthy future.



From :

Re*v. S. Ku[andran, B. A.. B.D.
Bishop-elect of Jaffna.

N conveying wishes to a long standing institution, it 1s ru.-:tpmnr‘y to express

the hope that it would maintain its tradjtiops. Though Umon' Lo_llege. Tellip-

palai, incorporates two older schools, 1t 18 }'e_aily a new institution. It 1s
faced with the task not so much of maintaining t_rad1t10ns as of creating 'them, To
create traditions worthy of being maintained is difficult; but a difficulty instead of
deterring us may challenge us to put forth our best effort.

In a sense, however, it is an advantage to be
able to create your own traditions, instead of carrying
on those set up by someone else. We are living at a
time when many things are in theqnwlting pot. Changes
far more fundamental than have been witnessed by
most generations of the past are taking place before
our eyes, and taking place rapidly. It is, therefore, an
advantage to have your hands free to suit action to
occasion. Education has been defined as preparation to
meet life. Union College will have the opportunity =of
meeting the future in the light of the knowledge that
the future will bring. It will have great freedom of action.

Freedom to act, however, does not mean freedom
to be bandied about and bullied by the future. In
other words it is not freedom for the future to do
what it likes with us but freedom for us. While we
may be happy that we have an opportunity to create,
we had better realise that there are many things we do
Truth and honour and virtue and courage and sacri-
fice, these are not to be created by us. Traditions and customs are concerned with how
these thmgs are embodied to meet new situations. The character or personality of a-.
man, the aims and ideals of an institution, these do not change with the time. They find

their expression in the ever widening spheres of life and time. The stronger the pet-,

sonality of a man, the higher the ideals of S e e
ay-%a s 2 an - =
possibility of adjustment. institution, the greater their vitality and

not create. They are given us.

N degfm?naa\;?ogvel%rhconﬁdence that Union Coilege will face its task with courage
combination of ';ft I‘:’IC{ﬂlege has for. its Principal a person possessed of a unique
e agi s. ef 1S a person with a keen grasp of detail; not one, however,
forward a great matss of detail but one who can use his knowledge of detail to carry
s MLy -“Deer;retg)rlstel_m‘trh precision and skill. On the other hand he is not a
St heos p entalist”, who can do anything well, if he is told what it is

got to do. He ha n =i i g o o ; :
to plan their accomplish n?egfrtam aims and ideals, and he is gifted with the patience

] ACCC and ability and energy t 3

Union College is indeed very fortunate in its Princisgl. o e
All of us wish Mr. Thurai i

! - 1hurairatnam and his school every success. Ma Lord

Almighty bless both and make them His great instruments, O ‘ g
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From !

Rev. S. M. Thevathasan, m. 4, 1.1

District Superintendent, Methodist Church, Malaya.

110, Arthur Road, Singapore.

of THE PICTORIAL, adding my testimony to the vital contribution that has
been made by the Christian Educational agencies at work in Jaffna, especially
at Tellippalai for over a century. One is tempted to be reminiscent, but that must
be stoutly resisted. Still, the fact that The Tellippalai Training School was my first
public schoel, and it was where my father, and my
uncle (the late Thevathasan Suppiah, the only Brahmin
Convert in Ceylon) received their higher education, and
that in the vernacular, has always maintained in ine a
feeling of awe and reverence for Tellippalaii That is
where I learnt to be self-reliant, that is where 1 form-
ed my habits of study, that is where I came face to
fave with a definitely Christian atmosphere outside my
home, that is where I joined the Church, that is where
I dedicated myself to the Ministry of God.

l WELCOME the opportunity to send a message of appreciation to the readers

In the providence of God, Jaffna had to go
through a violent educational experimentation after the
sudden closure of the famous Batticotta Seminary; there
is no question in my mind that this experiment at
Tellippalai was contributory to the development of

-+indigenous leadership in Christian enterprise, and Tel-
lippalai deserves a great mead of praise for the edu-

. Cational and religious enlightenment, which it has been
the good fortune of Jaffna to share with America.

My congratulations to the Management of the Union College, which I know is

in steady. hands, and my prayer for a double portion of Spiritual strength to cope with
its growing programme,




From :

Mr. K S. Arulnandhy, M. s.

Deputy Director of Educations

Education Office,

Colombo, 25-7-1947.
Dear Principal of Union College, Tellippalai,

tution whose history began a century and thirty years ago. During fhis

long period through its many vicissitudes of fortune, it has clung to great
ideals. The seeds of what we call practical education .
today were sown by your predecessors many years ago :
they threw open the portals of your institution and
gave unqualified equality of opportunity in a caste-
ridden environment to every child irrespective of pedi-
gree ; and they endeavoured in their own way to
present and foster spiritnal values.

YOURS is an uncommon privilege to preside over the destinies of an insti-

I have watched with interest ths progress of
your institution for over a quarter of a century and
it is with no ordinary pleasure that I bear testimony
to the vast strides it has made during the past ten

years or so. ‘“Though much is taken, much abides”.

A school is at once a physical environment, a
training-ground of mind and body, and a spiritual
society. Your plans and activities make it evident that
this is your philosophy of education. What doubt is
there then that a vast army of well-wishers will rally
rouncl you to make of your venerable institution an
instrument of light, learning and culture, capable of

efficiently meeting the demands of a modern complex
world.

. I wish the °Pictorial’ a very
Exhibition a phenomenal success
worthy objectives,

wide circulation and the Union Carnival and
which would enable you to achieve -your praise-



From :

Miss L. G. Bookwalter, m. a.

compound at Tellippalai. The garden, the Mission House, the Church, beyond
Sanders Hall in the distance sheltered by magnificent trees, and to the right,
new and shining, the modern buildings and grounds of Union College — all these beauti-
fully blended together mzke a Christian centre of which we may be proud. Here is an

atmosphere made up of the old and
the new, a harmonious whole which 1is
the outward expression of the inner
thoughts of those who have lived here
throughout these one hundred and
thisty years. Truly it can be said — As
a compound thinketh, so is it.

THE grateful shade of an ancient tree greets us as we enter the Mission

Because the Wards lived and work-
ed here, and. because for a brief period
I was privileged to help, the place is
well known to me. In none of the

- Mission compounds are the activities
so svaried, and the interests so wide
as here. Young life streams in and
out every day from Union College. At
the*same time, the adults are at work
at the Press, the Book-Binding, the Car=
pentry Shop, the Sales Room, and the
“notables” who are interested in having
things printed, or books bound or furni.
ture made or in buying books and
supplies are entering the compound on
their various errands. Here are Mission
archivaes, deeds of land and Treasurer’s
books.

. “The saints of old would hardly
recognise all this activity. We are sure,
however, of their interest, and their
happiness in having had a share in it
all, and in carrying out their Mission

;J?is;heii t;;lﬂfljl;gcgi tr}e]e t(lih,rlst Spirit to this corner of our beloved Jaffna. Firmly esta-
those places still in t;eedelrho.u tgoing Spirits  moved further afield, as they thought of
AN s et iy D 81.18 noE too_dlfflcult for me to picture in our minds a
morning, We see thc r.t d Mrs. erl'slow' and Dr. & Mrs. Spaulding made one
Ty e scaled In a palanquin, the womenwin voluminous skirts, the

ng clerical coats, slowly carried from Tellippalai to another village, to spy

out the land for g new Missi i
: ston  centre — Uduvil. So. fr i i
another station was opened up in widening circles, e

-
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The present is with us now, and the “good old days” move on into the ngw.
New changes in new forms have come and are to come. But, there is no undue
concern for we believe that as long as the right spirit is there, and the .rl‘ght
thinking, this place will remain the same in all essentials. The Tellippalai MlS:&lOI]
compound with its splendid Union College has always :1dmltted'b‘oys and girls of
whatever caste or creed, It has invited the poor and the underpnwlege_r‘. has _shown
nn snobbery, it has glorified work done by the hands; it has belle\’-ed_ in the joy of
play along with work; it has been ready to be taught new ways E)f_thlnklng and work-
ing ; it has co-operated in projects for the good of all. As long as it keeps this spirit,

its life for the Kingdom is assured.

[ send my greetings to this brave new present, as one who believes_in the
enthusiasm, purpose and faith of those now in charge. May you who enter ’th}g? com-
pound during the Carnival catch the spirit of the past and present, as you join in fun
and frolic, or in serious moods. The money which you freely give, we know, will be
spent in the spirit of stewardship, that good may come. I send my greetings to the
Principal and his loyal staff, to the pupils of the College, and to the parents whose
interest centres in this College. I shall be with you in thought duging the days of your

rejoicing.

From:

Rev. Sydney K. Bunker, ®.4., B. D., B. Litt.

Chairman, American Ceylon Mission. .

Vaddukeoddai, June :

I

5, 1947,

O one has so good a right to send a message to Union College as the
N Chairman of thz American Ceylon Mission. For Union College and the

schools that merged to form the Cocllege have been close to the heart of
the Mission from its earliest days. The industrial side
of the school work there was probably the most pro-
gressive effort in education that th> Mission has
made. Indeed, it seems still to be far ahead of the
times. So now as the American Ceylon Mission seems
about to disappear into the new diocese of the CHurch,.
of South India, I am sure that the final message °
of that Mission to Union College is: Serve the true
interests oi the new Church, your mother, as faithfully, *
progressively and imaginatively as you have served
ours. Serve not vyourself, for that way lies death;
but seek the Kingdom of God and serve it, for that

_\\gay lies life for the College and for all that made
it up.

Congratulations to the Principal and the Staff
and all the students for your present splendid achieve-
ments, and every worthy success be yours in the
years ahead, May God’s blessing rest upon you,
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PREFACE

ELLIPPALAI is a big name in the history of Education and of Missionary

activity in Ceylon. As a history mainly in pictures of this pioneer Mission
Station, this Pictorial needs no excuse for its - publication. In fact it has long been
overdue.

HE book does not, by any means, pretend to be original in its scope. Ex-
cept for the more recent history of the Station, the same ground has
been covered in a number of books on Mission history which have already been

“published, chief among them being “A History of the American Ceylon Mission” by

Rev. C. D. Velupillai, “A Century in Ceylon”” by Miss Root and “A Century of Eng-
lish Education in Ceylon” by Mr. J. V. Chelliah. All these books and many others
have been véry freely made use of in compiling this Pictorial. What the author has
striven to do is merely to focus the attention of the readers on the growth and
development of the institutions at Tellippalai since the time Dr. Daniel Poor and
Rev. Edward Warren commenced their missionary labours in 1816.

PROUD as the author is of having had the privilege of studying and writing
¢ the history of this old Mission Station which is hallowed by the
memory of so many pioneer missionary movements, no one iS more conscious
than he of the defects of this book. If the readers will remember that he is inex-
perienced at this type of work and that he had to do this in addition to his normal
duties in the class room, they will overlook the shortcomings of this book. The author,
however, wishes to record his grateful appreciation of the help and guidance rendered
so readily and so cheerfully by Mr. I. P, Thurairatnam, the Principal ot Union College,

" in the midst of his other pressing duties. It is needless to say that without his able

guidanee and useful directions, this publication would not have been found possible.

. word of explanation is necessary about the pictures that appear in®this

A bogk. It has not heen found possible to get at all the pictures that ought to
adorn these pages, in spite of our best efforts in this direction. Some of those whom
we asked for pictares did not favour us with a copy. Others, especially some of cur
benefactors, have preferred to remain anonymous. Some pictures which we were able
to get were tco faded to be made use of. Although the absence of some pictures,
particularly of the old group will be deplored by the older Alumnae, it is hoped that
the difficulties of the historian in compiling such a history and that within a limited
time, will be fully appreciated. We have also' no doubt that our readers will appreci-
ate the many pictures of general interest included in this Pictorial.



“ Let us rise up and build ”

O said the young Jew, Nehemiah, to his energetic and honest band of captains
of the army and horsemen as he stood before the fallen walls of Jerusalem,
just before commencing that historic work of reconstruction, the story of which is, by
far, one of the most gripping episodes of the Old Testament. Those who have watched the
constant  toil and arduous labour expended by the Principal, staff and students in

organising the Union Carnival and Exhibition, will appreciate just how this simile

applies to the building up of the school at this stage in its history. Misnomer
is, not an attempt to

that it is, the Carnival, as far as the school 1s concerned, 1
“prganise an occasion for protracted merriment but is really an all-out effort to
“rise up and build”, the only point of difference in the analogy beings that, thanks
to those who have Jaboured in the cause before, “the city doth not lie waste”. Like
Nehemiah and his band of faithful followers, the Principal and Staff have displayed
4n enthusiasm and earnestness in the cause,: consistent with the past traditions of the
school. Like them, they have made use of much of the “old material” in this neble
work ol reconstruction, material that has been rendered sacred by the passage of time.
The measure of success that will attend their efforts, is left to the future historian to
chronicle. But there is the confidence that though the walls of the superstructure need
constant care, the foundation that has been laid is strong and suare for it was laid

with no other conviction than that:

“ other foundation can 10 man lay. than that which s laid, which is Jesus Christ.’

C, B

Union College, !

August, 1947, : .-



Early Years

===HE American Ceylon Mission was
started in  October, 1816, at
Tellippalai. On this day a vital
g part of our national  history
= began.

If you should visit today the Tellip-
pallai Mission compound, you would stand
in awe and reverence before a Ilittle spot
which is sacred, and remains a source of
inspiration to those who work in its pre-
mises. This plot enSHrines the bones of
pioneer missjonaries like Dr. Poor, who is
remembered to this day for his victorious
life and heroic death, and of James
Richards, of the Haystack Movement, who
wag responsible for the founding of the
American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions.

L]

Foreign Mission had its birth under a
haystack in Williamstown, Mass. Six
students trom Williams College who had
been to a prayer meeting in a grove took
-refuge under a haystack on a stormy night,
but the havoc without was nothing be-
cause of the glow within; for, these six
stu_den.ts sat there long, talking of far away
-ASla and the possibilities of reaching other
lands in the love of Jesus Christ. Under
.the haystack they prayed for the will to do
it. And they did it. It happened in 1806.

You should see today the beautiful
marble monument in Williamstown, Mass.
On top of this historic structure is a globe,
and carved below it isa haystack. Beneath
the globe are the following words :—

“The field is the world”

I_n 1810 a Board of Commissioners for
Foreign .MiSSiOHS was started with nine
elected individuals. 17rom that time until
today men and woren have gone to far
oft lands to spread, the wospel sand. . build

brotherhood in the world. This brave
pioneer Christian enterprise has given hos-
pitals, schools and churches to the utter-
most parts of the world. It has sent out
many doctors, teachers and ministers on
the errand of the Master.

Records reveal that Tellippalai was
chosen as the pioneer field for missionary
work in Ceylon. It was here that Bal-
daeus, the first Protestant Missionary lived
and worked. Rev. Palm of the London
Missionary Society also chose Tellippalai
as his special Mission residence. It was
this village that Mr, Samuel Newell, a
member of the first band of missionaries
sent by the American Board to India,
chose to visit in the course of his pere-
orinations to explore the possibilities of
establishing a mission in the island.
Though ‘a solitary pilgrim in a heathen
land’, awaiting his brethren, who, he knew, .
would have to leave India, owing to the
opposition of the East India Company, he
found Jaffna to be a promising field. He
strongly recommended to the American
Board the establishment of a mission in
the island mentioning among other reasons,
“the remarkable opportunity offered for
reaching the millions of Tamil speaking
people in South India, through the meédium
of a strong work among the Tamil com-
munity of Ceylon”. It was in answer to
this appeal, and on the conclusion of
peace between the United States of America
and Great Britain in 1814, that the Pru-
de itial Committee of the American Board
of  Commissioners for Foreign Missions
fitted out a second mission, this time
designated to Ceylon. This missionary band
consisted of nine people: Rev. Edward War-
ren, Rev. & Mrs, James Richards, Rev. &
Mrs. Bardwell, Rev. & Mrs, Benjamin
Meigs.and Rev, & Mrs. Daniel Poor. They
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sailed from Newport on October 23, 1815
and arrived in Colombo on March 22, 1816.
After a stay of six months in Colombo
while Rev. & Mrs. Bardwell proceeded to
Bombay, the others decided to come to

Jaffna.

Rev. Edward Warren was the first to
arrive in Jaffna on July 11, 1816, coming
overland in a palanquin. He was So0D
joined by others and for a while they re-
sided in Jaffna Town. On October 15, 1816,
Revs, Warren and Poor took up their
residence at Tellippalai and began on that
day the work “so long anticipated and soO
long to be continued—the preaching of the
Gospel to the Tamils of Ceylon”. The fol-
lowing is an extract from their record: —

“ Today we have made our abode with Non-

Christians, We dedicate ourselves to the
noble service of our Saviour and Master
who has willed to call us to work in His
vineyard, May He use these weak vessels to
glorify His Name among these people. and
give us His Grace to be loyal to Him.
May He crown our endeavours with success'.

Enriched with the traditions of earlier
missionary enterprises, it was by no mere
accident that
Revs. Warren
and Poor
chose Tellip-
palai to be the
first venue of
their labours.

Although
the mission-
aries  found
Jaffna to be a
‘garden spot’
and 1its peo-
ple, a hard
working, thri-
fty race, easi-
ly accessible,
who had already earned from Bishop Cad-
well the enviable appellation “the Greeks
?r Scots of the East”, the task of deliver-
ing the Good News to this little  com -

Rev. Dr. Daniel Poor

THE UNION

third of a million in
aumbers, was by no means an easy one,
because years ot Portugese and Dutch
domination had instilled in the people a
fear for any foreign religion.

Common Free Schools and Family Boarding Schools.

munity, merely a

When the Mission commenced work at
Tellippalai  in 1816, there was a strong
prejudice against all missionary work. In
the teeth of opposition and apathy two
common free schools were established, one
at Tellippalai in 1816, and the other at
Mallakam, with 30 boys on the roll. Thase
boys had instruction 1n Tamil Language,
Tamil Poetry, Arithmetic, Geography and
Scripture. The regulat feachers were neces-
sarily Hindus. After some time English
was introduced at Tellippalai, making it
the first English School under the American
Mission. But the missionaries were not
satisfied with the education imparted eat
these common free schools. As long as the
children came from their homes, and the
teachers necessarily Hindus, the scope ®f
these schools was limited and “the progress
of moral renovation” was at best very
slow. Therefore, a re-orientation in edu-
cational policy seemed necessary. The mis-
sionaries decided to have instead of the
common free schools, family boarding schools,
where children could be kept under con-
stant Christian instruction and whera the
atmosphere could be
However, the desire of the natives fof
education was very small and even the
day schools did not attract large numbers.
The Mission first comnijunicated this plan
to the Society that spported it and also
gave them statistics of what it would cost
to clothe and feed a child for a year.
The plan met - with ready approval and
almost immediate response. Provision was
soon made fcr several children to be edu-
cated by in¢ividuals and voluntary associa-
tions in Awerica. The names given to the
individuals were very often those of their
benefactor . But when this plan was put
before th . natives, it met with cold recep-

entirely Christian.”
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tion. The wildest conjectures were formed as

to the intentions of the missionaries. Some
thought that the children were to be en-
slaved, others that they were to be sent

into the intericr of the island or to some
foreign country as soldiers. None cm_ﬂd
understand why men of another nation
should come to thein and from mere bene-
volence, offer to feed, clothe and educate
their children.

The first of these Boarding Schools was
established at Tellippalai with six boys.
The first group in America that respond-
ed *to the proposed plan was a small as-
sociation of young ladies at Salem, Mas-
sachussets and the first boy to receive the
provision was named Samuel Worcester,
who joined S8chool at the age of seven in
January 1818 and commenced the English
and Tamil alphabets. In October 1828 he
finished the prescribed course of study and
“wds entitled to an honourable dismission”.
Soon after, he was appointed the first
Native Christian teacher in the Mission
and became an efficient instructor in both
English and Tamil. Of the remaining five,
two died, one was dismissed as unpromis-
ing, one was employed as Catechist and
Superintendent of Schools and one entered
Government Service and became an Inter-
preter at the, “Cutcherry of Jaffnapatanam”.

Beginnings of Girls’ Education.

-

It took a long time for others to come
urtder the influence of the missionaries but
gradually and steadily the prejudices against
missionary work began to disappear. Havy-
ing formed a nucleus for a Boarding Insti-
tu;io_n for boys, the next step of the
missionaries was to persuade girls to join

the school. In the matter of girls’ educa-
tion the obstacles were even more
formidable, It was considered a reproach
to educate a girl, Those who did send

their daughters were subject to no small
de:gree of ridicule from their relations and
frlends t?ecause of their departure from
immemorial customs and . traditions. But

3

Rev. Daniel Poor was a Missionary of great
vision and at Tellippalai where he had
started the first common free school and the
first family boarding school, he decided to
admit girls too. He told a father with six
daughters and one son that he would take
the son into the school only on condition
that he would send two of his daughters
also to school, After many family coun-
cils, the parents finally decided to do so.
Thus was made a beginning at Tellippalai

in co-education as early as 1818. The story

is told that on one occasion, the Headman
of the village came to Dr. Poor’s house to
get the signature of one of these girls to
a deed transferring some land to her as
dowry. To the surprise of the Headman,
the girl wrote her name legibly instead of
making a thumb mark. The Headman,
after this incident, decided to send his
daughter too to the Missionary Institution.
At the end of 1818 there were 5 girls at
Tellippalai.

After the establishment of the first
Boarding School at Tellippalai, Boarding
Schools were established at four other
stations: Batticotta, Ooduville, Pandateruppu
and Manipay. In 1823, more than 125 boys
and 30 girls were supported in the five
Boarding Schools. In January 1824, 22 of
these girls were gathered at Uduvil from
the various stations. Incidentally, it is
worthy of note that the first two girls
who came under the influence of Dr. &
Mrs. Poor at Tellippalai were the «first
women saved out of the thousands around
them. Miranda Sellathai was shortly after-
wards married to a young man, Daniel
Veerakatty, and this was the first Christian
marriage celebrated in the Mission field.
It was notable for the marked difference
of caste and the Missionaries rejoiced to see
such tangible results of their labours. The
young man set at nought questions of caste
and calculations of dowry, and married the
girl for her inherent worth. A number of
people attended the wedding and returned
home wondering at this new way of life,

-

—
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The example set by Mr. Veerakatty ad-
vanced the cause of girls’ education. An
immediate result was the application of three
high caste neighbours of Miranda to enter
the Boarding School.

Pioneer Movements.

It was not merely in the 9phgre of
education that Tellippalai became a pioneer
field. Rev. Warren established the first
Dispensary at Tellippa-
lai. When he died Dr.
Scudder continued this
work and later removed
it to Pandateruppu in
October 1833. It is also
interesting to note that
the first Home Mission-
ary Society formed in
any foreign Missionary
field was also organised
at Tellippalai. For, as
early as 1827 there was
at Tellippalai a Christian
School Society which
supported an Evangelist
in the village of Erlalai
and laid the foundations
of the church to be
built there some years
later. A very striking
event in the history of
these early years wasa
series of revivals that
began in 1824. Here
again the first manifest-

ation was at Tellippalai
where the boys in the

Boarding School came
to Mr. Woodward (then
resident Missionary) and asked him what
they should do to be saved.

Rejoicing over this Mr, Woodward invi-
ted. _Mr.&Mrs. Winslow, who \v:;:él 11;11111
residing at Uduvil to go over and help
them. As a result of this new awakening
two teachers, forty pupils and some ser-

The Hay Stack Monument
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vants accepted Jesus Christ as their
Saviour and Lord.
It won't be out of place to mention

here that on January 27. 1817 seven
Missionaries met together at Tellippalai
and celebrated the first Holy Communion
after their arrival in | Jaffna. On October
10. 1819 at a Communion Service at Vad-
dukkoddai, Mr. Gabrielpillai accepted Christ
as Saviour and on the 31st at a Communion
Service held at Tellip-
palai, Mr. Nicholaspillai
confessed his faith, re-
ceived the Baptism and
joined the Church.
These were the first
Christians among the
natives and over four
hundred people came to
witness this unusual
scene.

The First Churches.

meet together for
quarterly
and hold
ces separately.
nine members
enrolled at Vaddukod-

Six_ty

twenty-nine at Tellip-
palai, twenty-four at

Manipay and twenty-one at Pandater-

ruppu. A “Consociation” was also formed

at the same time which continued until

1838 when it was changed into a
Presbytery”. The total church member-
ship at the five stations was 192. In

tl::i:s connection, it is interesting tO
note that the first Village Church to be’
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In 1831, there was
sufficient increase in
numbers in Church

membership to justify
the division of the one
Church that then existed
into five which were to
the
commngunion
other servi-.

WErG

dai, fortynine at Uduvil,
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i Tellippalai at the spot called
%;Elufﬁ(s—?;iﬁ*). E\?En today the ruins of this
ancient church could be seen.
The next village church to
be built was at Alaveddy,_ a
neighbouring village of Tellip-
palai, where the Church was
consecrated on Oct., 13 1853.

The Roll Call.

In 1821, Mrs. Sus-
an Poor was called
to Eternal Rest. She
wgs the first Mis-
sionary to die in
Jaffna. Rev. Warren
died at Cape of Good
Hope where «he had
gone to recuperate
his health. James
Richards came {rom
Vaddukoddai and
resided with Dr.
Popr. Richards was
one of that memo-
rable group of five
young men at Williams College who gather-
ed under the shelter of a haystack in 1806

Grave of James Richards

They are not dead—not really; they are striving
Just as they did on earth, across the way :
And we must show them that we are reviving
+Visions of all that they suffered—yesterday.

x
9

“to pray for an open way to regions
beyond.” He was the first of that group
to move on from
Williams to Andover
there to kindle the mis-
sionary flame and the
only one of the group
to serve in a foreign
field. A clergyman,
a physician, the senior
of a little band of
pioneers, he began a
great career of pro-
mise which, however,
proved to be one not
of brilliant achieve-
ment as might have
been anticipated but one of renunciation
and patient suffering. Six years he lived in

Grave of Daniel Poor

Jaffna. During that time he gave up one

by one all his ambitions for active useful-
ness in Christ’s service. Yet in all the long
record there is no hint of bitterness or
regret, only an inspiring realisation of
the greatness of the Service to which God
had called him and a joyous confidence in
his Father’s unfailing goodness. He died
at Tellippalai on August 3, 1822: His last
words were: “I know my Redeemer liveth.”

We who are left must keep their spirit glowing.
We who are left must keep their memory clear,
We who are left must feel that they are knowing.
We who are left must feel that they can hear!
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Fducation At Tellippalai

(1823 -

89| [VE years after Dr. Poor and Rev.

il Warren started their work at
8l Tellippalai, there were 24 .schools
in the Jaffna villages with an

3] ttendance of over 1000 children.
In 1823, more than 20 girls and 120
boys were supported in the Board-
ing Schools. Although the Missionaries
considered the Boarding Schools to be, for
several reasons, more useful than the non-
resident schools yet they were anxious that
the “two parts of the system” should be
carried on together. In the third triennial
report of the Seminary, they expressed their
desire to continue both the Eoarding Schools
and the Village Schools, in very clear terms:—

“More immediate good is expected by the
Mission from supporting and educating
thoroughly the two hundred children and
youth now in its Boarding establishments
than from the partial education of the
three or four thousand wusually in its vil-
lage schools. But the two parts of the
system should be carried on together. The
Boarding Schools train up teachers -and
superintendents for the village schools and
the village schools furnish and prepare
scholars for the Boarding Establishments,
Thus they mutually assist each other,”

It is also remarkable that
Missionaries established the:

when the
system of

“Charity Boarding Schools”, that is, schools

where the children were fed, clothed and
taught free of charge, they were by no
means taking a leap in the dark. The
p}'incipal danger of the system, the Mis-
s_lonaries felt, was that the “sudden transi-
tion from labour and perhaps indigence, to
a sedentary life where all real wants are
gratuitously supplied” may lead the pupils
to become effeminate and to imbibe the
notion that manual labour was a mark of
degradation. Fully conscious of such dan-
gers, the Missionaries used various means
to counteract such evils, “The most effecte

L3

s e

185 9)

ive preventive has been” says a Report,
“to feed, clothe and lodge the students in
as simple and plain a manner as a due
regard to health and cleanliness will allow
or in other words, to avoid raising their
style of living above what all things con-
sidered, has seemed necessary.” So the
charge so often made against the Mission-
aries that they were largely responsible for
the development of a wrong sense of values
is really unfounded,

Beginnings of the Seminary.

As was said earlier, in 1823, there were
30 girls and 120 boys in the Boarding
Schools at the five stations, Among the
latter, several appeared to be sufficiently
promising and fit for higher attainments.
This showed the necessity for a Central
or High School and led to the attempt %of
forming one. The institution commenced in
a modified form at Batticotta in July 1823.
The most forward pupils from the Board-
ing Schools were brought together and
given instruction in Literature, Science and
Religion, This was the beginning of the
Mission Seminary, the story of which is
to be found in “A° Century of English
Education” by J. V. Chelliah. .

Dr. Daniel Poor was the obvious choice
for the Principalship of the school and he
went over to Vaddukkoddai to wundertake
the new responsibility. Although his heart
was set on direct evangelical work, he
undertook the new task because of the
conviction that it was the best way of
disseminating truth and of “preparing a
people to receive the Gospel aund preparing
men to give it.”” His place at Tellippalai
was taken by the Rev. and Mrs. Henry
Woodward, who belonged to the second
group of American Missionaries to arrive
in the Island,
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Dr. Poor was undoubtedly the most
dominating personality of these early years.
With a burning zeal for the cause to which
he had dedicated himself, he accomplished
much that was truly wonderful. He mas-
tered the Tamil Language so quickly that
it is said, he preached in Tamil just a
year from the e
day he arrived
in Tellippalai.
When he became
Principal of the
Seminary, he was
Administrat-
or and Lecturer
all in one, for ow-
ing to the restric-
tions of Govern-
ment, it was
impossible for
many years to
get down Profes.
sors from Ame-
rica. For more
thart ten years
he sustained the
burden alone, the
other members
of the Mission
rendering  him
such aid as they

midst .of many
missionary ayo-
cations and while
all but one were
at stations some
miles apart. He

4

purpose of the Mission to enter “the white
harvest fields of India”. Dr. Poor came to
Cevlon some years later and in 1855 died
at Manipay stricken with cholera during
the epedemic that broke out that year.
He visited the patients and prayed for them
rendering the necessary help for each one.
Finally he him-
self was stricken
with cholera. On
his death bed he
sang joyously
and slept in the
Lord. His friends
compared him
to St. Paul and
held  him in
high esteem as
their spiritual
leader. Chris-
tians as well as
non - Christians
bemoaned the
loss. For forty
years Dr. Poor
worked for Jaffna
and Madura. In
him did a fer-
vent piety unite
with rare gifts to
form an earnest
and successful
Missionary. He
was truly a PIfa-
ther and Friend.

R Ly

The Tellippalai
Preparatory School.

also gave his
pupils a compa-

Although the
Seminary  now

rative i : eo- : 7
e instruction Dr. Poor’s Tablet became the chief

in the Western and Eastern Sciences and
On one occasion even entered into an inter-
esting controversy with the Tamil Panda-
ram about the time of an eclipse of the
moon and its cause. For 1] years he pre-
sided over the destinies of the Seminary
and left in 1835 for Madura, because he
had a decided preference to carry out the

concern of the Mission, Tellippalai
continued to play an important part inthe
“educational irrigation” of the country. In
order to forward the progress of the Semin-
ary, a Preparatory School was opened at
Tellippalai in 1825 into which the promis-
ing hoys from the other Day Schools were
admitted, It is on record that this school
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sometimes had more thanone hundred boys
on the roll. They were generally admit-
ted young and were under the 1nstruction
of well qualified teachers. Statistics show
that there was a steady increase in attend-
ance. The school started with 24 boys in
1824 and had 50 on roll in 1832. So great
was the success ot this Preparatory School
that in 1832, it was removed to Batticotia
and made an appendage to the Seminary.

Beginnings of Uduvil.

Soon after the Seminary was put into
operation it was thought desirable to have
a similar Central Institution for the girls
at the different stations. Many were the

decisions about the locality of the proposed
the

school. It is interesting to note that

THE UNION

first decision was for Tellippalai because
the number of girls in the Tellippalai School
was more than those at any other station.
The decision would have been carried out,
had it not been for the consideration that
Dr. Poor had to go to Batticotta to take
charge of the Seminary and the Mission-
aries who succeeded him, the Woodwards,
could not undertake the new responsibility.
When the school did start at Uduvil in
1824, the Tellippalai School sent in the
largest quota of students. Having sent its
Principal and its promising boys to the
Seminary, and its girls to the Central High
School for girls at Uduvil, Tellippalai, as
an educational centre, receded into the
background till 1872 ° when the Normal
Training School was transferred from Bat-
ticotta to Tellippalai.
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The Tellippalai

==HE year 1855 is a landmark in the

& history of the Mission. It was dur-
88 ing this year that the first Deputation
&4 was sent by the American Board to
=™ the Mission fields in India and Ceylon
.0 take stock of what had been done
since 1816 and “to give such direc-
tions as they judged, the best interests of
the Mission should demand”. Many Patrons
of the Board felt that the time was ripe
for a re-orientation in the policy of the
Mission in India and Ceylon in view of the
fact that reports of Church work were far
from satisfactory. It was even wondered
whether there was mot in Ceylon and In-
dia an over-emphasis on education at the
expense of evangelisation, for education, as
the Patrons of the Board conceived it, was
only an auxiliary agency, the main task
being the spreading of the Gospel.

The Deputation consisted of two emin-
ent men, Dr. Rufus Anderson, Senior Secre-
taty to the Prudential Committee and Rev.
G. C. Thomson, a Pastor who was also
a member of the Committee. The changes
which they recommended were so far-
reaching that they meant in effect, the
demolition of the whole educational edifice,
erected with so much toil by the pioneer
Missionaries for nearly four decades. It
was a strange coincidence too that Dr.

.Roor, the pioneer of English Education in

the country was at this time on his death
bed and his last message dictated to Dr.
"Anderson, while the Deputation was in
Bombay, was a subtle protest against the
demolition of a system which had stood
the test of time—"“It may be better that [
should not be here when they come. Truth
may have a better hearing”. True to his
word Dr. Poor passed away before the arri.
val of the Deputation in Jatfna, and with
his death, the system of education which
he had established suffered the sgme fate,
The most far-reaching change recom-

mended by the Deputation was the abolish-

Normal School

ing of English medium in ftofoe in all the
Mission activities, for which drastic meas-
ure the following reasons were adduced :—

1. The Mission was short - handed.

2. A number of those who became Christians in
the schools had reverted to Hinduism,

3. Education was being sought with a view
rather to financial and social improvement
than to Christian Service.

4. The emphasis was away from Scripture and
Tamil and too mch on Science and English.

Discussions over Deputation Proposals.

There seems to have been a sharp
cleavage of opinion between the older
Missionaries and the younger ones with
regard to this momentous step — the former
in favour of maintaining the status quo
while the latter inclined to agree with the
Deputation. One of the very sound rea-
sons given by the older ma2mbars in
defence of the existing system was that
the Ceylon people would be educated in
English by soms agency and it was for
the Mission to decide whether this agency
should be Christian or not. The proposed
changes were discussed at length not only
in India and Ceylon but even in America
where the subject was taken up at dif-
ferent committees and conferences and
finally referred to a Special Meeting of
the American Board which met at Albany,
after the return ot the Deputation. After
a long discussion, it was again referred to
a committee of 13 which was instructed
to report to the Board in October, 1856 at
its regular meeting. Every Missionary in
the three India fields was invited to state
his opinion on the matter, After careful
consideration of all the reports and cor-
respondence, the Board finally decided that
the changes contemplated were justified by
the conditions and that there was nothing
gained by reversing them.



10

Accordingly, English education was given
up in all the schools of the Mission. _Al-
though the Deputation thought it expedient
to have in the Seminary a select theo-
logical class of graduates instructed ‘in
English, the Ceylon Mission deemed it 1m-
practicable to make such a provision and
decided to suspend the Seminary also. The
results were as anticipated by the older
Missionaries. The Tamils demanded Eng-
lish, for, it was the requisite for ali public
services. Other Missions and Hindu schools
met this demand and for a priceless two
decades that followed the Mission ceased
to occupy that exalted position it held
heretofore of being the intellectual guide
of the people. Though the Seminary was
closed, a private Tamil Christian enterprise
—The Batticotta High School—took 1its
place and occupied the east end of the
Vaddukkoddai Church. Once again it was
Tellippalai that supplied a Principal for
this new off-shoot. Mr. Robert Breckenridge,
who was in the Mission employ at Tellip-
pallai, took up duties as Principal of the
Institution and guided its destinies till 1870
when he was appointed Inspector of Schools.

Beginnings of the Training & Theological Institution

In the premises of the Seminary was
established in 1859 a Training and Theo-

logical Institution,
the object of which
was to train Mission
Assistants, mainly
teachers and cate-
chists. But we cannot
say that it was esta-
blished under very
happy auspices. To
a people who consi-
dered English edu-
cation to be a vital
n?cessifty, the suspen-
_ sion of the Seminsz

seemed a diaster. For several years nlcl)]rllgdf)lli

the. Christians, not to speak of the Hindus
would send their boys to this school, al-

Rev. M. D. Sanders

THE UNION

though it had an eminent Principal in _the
person of Rev. M. D. Sanders and efficient
teachers like Messrs. B. H. Rice, J. R. Arnold

and J. P.Cocke. The <chool laboured under
other handicaps too. The dearth of suitable
text books in the vernacular especially

limited the scope of the training given to
the students.

“For a long time, therefore, there was
great difficulty in drawing boys to the
school. In fact, many of those who joined
the school at first were adult vernacular
teachers who aspired to promotion as cate-
chists. But the supply of such candidates
was limited and the pupils in subsequent
classes were recryited from the upper
classes of vernacular schools. These were
often the sons of parents who were too
poor or too indifferent to pay the fees in
the English schools now under private
control. For many years the school num-
bered from 20 to 30 pupils in two or three
classes and graduated a class every second
or third year. Despite its unpopularity
the school strove to fulfil its aims *and
succeeded in training some valuable help-
ers and good teachers who became real
assets to the Mission,

Transfer of the Theological Institution

In 1872, a spontaneous effort on the
part of the educated Tamil Christians,
resulted in the establishment of a College
for higher education at Vaddukkoddai.
On July 3, 1872, this institution was
opened under the name of “Jaffna College’”.
A great loss to the Mission at this time
was the death of Rev. M. D. Sanders, who
died at Vaddukkoddai on August 29, 1871
He had been responsible for collecting a
considerable amount of money and for
§§curing in America a strong Board of
Trustees for the new college of higher
learning whose first Principal he was to
be. But God willed it otherwise. His death
was greatly lamented by the Mission and
the native Christians.
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It was now deemed desirable to move
the Theological and Training Institution
from Vaddukkoddai and accordingly in 1871
it was removed to Tellippalai and placed
under the charge of Rev. W. W. Howland.

The theological section of the school
was not utilised except for a good class
in 1875. This consisted of Mission helpers,
who kept on with their work. They re-
ceived their training in successive theo-
logical classes, one conducted in Tamil by
Father Howland at Tellippalai, a second
instructed chiefly in English by Dr. Howland
and Rev. T.P. Hunt at Chavakachcheri and
finishing its work with Rev. E. P. Hastings
and Rev. B. H. Rice 4t *Vaddukkoddai. This
class included Rev. W. P. Nathaniel, Rev.
S. John, Rev. William Joseph, Rev. S. Elia-
thamby, Rev. Isaac Paul and Rev. S. Veerakatty.

_When the Training School was remov-
ed to Tellippalai it had to give up to the
College the premises, the buildings, appara-
tus, and everything which it had inherited
from the old
Seminary. New
buildings had
to be erected,
new appara-
tus found, new
equipment
procured. The
question of clos-
ing the school
was raised at
this time but it
was felt that
the great ex-
tension of Ver-
nacular Edu-
n was then going on and the
provision of liberal grant-in-aid from the
Government under its new Education
Code made it more important than ever
that a school for the training of ver-
nacular teachers should be maintained.
But the erection of expensive buildings
was not ventured wupon ag the future of

Rev.

W. W. Howland

cation which
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the school was still uncertain. ' The
Missionary in charge gave up his study
for a class room and two thatched sheds
with half walls of mud served as dining
room and dormitory. With these inadequate
buildings the school got along till 1884,
Rev. W. W. Howland had two able assis-
tants, Mr (later Rev.) S. John, Head Master,
and Mr. S Jeremiah, both of whom were
graduates of the Training ‘School.

In 1874, an important
curriculum was introduced.
taught for one
hour a day to

change in the'
English was

those of the
pupils who
were  willing

to pay 25 cents
per month for
it, an offer of
which many
of the pupils
were glad to
avail them-
selves. In 1875
the school be-
came grant-in-
aid and earned
about Rs. 300 annually from the Government.

T. 8. Smith

Rev.

In 1878, Rev. & Mrs. Howland were
transferred to Uduvil and Rev. & Mrs,
T.S. Smith took their place. Rev. Smith
was also then the Manager of all the
schools in the Mission. He was asg__isted
by a Board of Education which was set
in 1870 consisting of 12 members,

up
pastors and laymen, who took full charge
of receiving the Government grants and

of distributing them to the several schools
according to passes and attendance. This
Board was dissolved in 1883 as it was felt
that its power was too centralised and its
action slow. To develop local interest and
responsibility, separate committees were
formed at each station to administer the
school funds and control the schools with
the resident Missionary as head.
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Beginnings of Industrial Education

Mr. Smith, being the Manager of the

schools, thought it part of his duty to
train teachers for his schools and it was
during his time that the school reached

its height of excellence and usefulness.
' In 1878, Industrial Education was introduced
' as an experiment and thereafter the school
was known as “The Tellippalai Training
and Industrial School”. © A word of expla-
nation is necessary about the membership
of this school which was somewhat complex.
There was in the premises a Practising
School in which those training for teachers
practised their profession. The students of
this school and the teachers in training
comprised the Training School as the Mis-
sion understood it, while the Government
considered only those under training as
forming the Training School. Boarders who
were able to spend three hours a day in
working in the specific trades and a few
others constituted the Industiial School,
which was independent and self-support-
~ ing. The courses atthe school included
_ Carpentry, Masonry, Tinwork, Glazing,
~ Printing, Book-Binding, Taxidermy and
Photography.

In 1880, the Edu-
cation Department
issued a Revised Code
which provided for
a liberal scheme of
Queen’s Scholarships
for grant-in-aid
Training Schools. This
scheme offered one
scholarship for every
20 day - schools under
the same Mission. The
'_I‘ellippalai Train-
ing School was entitled to five scholar-
ships annually, each tenable for two
yea:lrs f.':uf;ld each yielding Rs. 100.00 at the
end of the firstand Rs. 150-00 a 2
the second year, The successfull t};iatdnuitg:

- Handy Saravanamuttu.

Sanders'

THE UNION

received Second Class Certificates from the
Director, qualifying them for employment
as Head Masters of Middle Schools. This
scheme necessitated a thorough re-organi-
sation of the school. A new class had to
be received each vyear in order to make
the best use of all the aid offered by the
Government. There was also the require-
ment for a Practising School in connection
with the Training School and this was met
by uniting the station boys’ day school with

the preparatory department of the Boarding

School, the whole forming a normal insti-
tution with primary, middle and high schqol
departments. The first class under the new
scheme graduated in 1884. These were nine
in number: Messrs. Edward Thillayampa-
lam, Allen Abraham, Charles Sjnnathamby,
M. N. Gnanamuthu, Isaac Vyramuttu, John
Samuel, V. Murugesu, Henry David and
In the same year
Mr. Samuel Veerakatty and Daniel Velyp-
pillai, having graduated previously, quali-
fied themselves for Second Class Certi-
ficates under the new scheme. .

Erection of Sanders” Hall

The problem that now faced the ma-
nagement was the
inadequacy of build-
ings and equipment.
The changed form
and increased popu-

called for new ven-
tures. In 1879, on the
occasion of the Z0th
Anniversary of the
formation of the
school, a movement
was inaugurated by
the Old Boys and
graduates to provide
the school with an adequate building to
be called “Sanders’ Hall” to comme-
morate the name of Rev. Marshall D. San-
ders, the beloved and highly esteemed

Hali

first Principal of the school, It was re- .

larity of the school®™
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ask the American Board for a
fr?ggnéo dollars on condition that R_:s._ 2000-00
would be collected locally. Provision was
thus made for the accommodation of 25
to 30 pupils. The request was gra_nted by
the Board and pledges were obtained for
Rs. 2000-00 from local sources. But now
it was found that the original plans had
to be revised in view of the changed form
of the school. Accommodation had to be
provided for 150 pupils of whom 50 to 60
would be boarders. Rev. Smith, with l_ns
characteristic faith, decided to proceed w:Fh
the, building plans, trusting in God and in
the philanthropy of local people, whp, he
was confident, would meet any deficiency
if it became necessary.

The following account by Rev. Smith of
the erection of Sanders’ Hall reads like fiction:-

“ Sanders’ Hall was so planned as to use
*every sound timber in the old buildings
evected in 1872 for the temporary use of
the school. A portion of the 120 palmyrah
* trees sianding on the new compound
provided the Principal the new timber
required, while the rest were soid for
nearly enoush to meet the price paid
Jor the land with the trees. Two margosa
trees standing on the sile afforded most
of the door and window frames needed
The ruins of an old Dutch Church some
thyvee miles away yielded 500 cart loads
of coral stones for burning into lime.
. A huge banian tree at Pandatlerippu
which had been a dangerous hiding place
Jor cobras and other venomous vermin
Jurnished a good part of the wood needed
for the lime kiln. The parents of the
pupils of the island of Karadive contri-
buted the rafters for the verandahs.
Teak timber for the doors and windows,
the desks and the floors of wupstairs
verandahs was secured al less than
one third of the usual price at an auction
sale of more than 300 huge squared logs
of Burmese teak which a cyclone had
swept out of the ftimber depots of
Arakkan and wafled across the Bay of

13

Bengal on to the coast of Jaffna even
fo our very doors al Kankesanturai, less
than three miles away. Nearly every old
student gave a month’s income to the
building. Every present pupil pledged
Rs. 5-00. Other natwe friends contributed
nearly Rs. 1000-00 in money and material.
All the wmasons, carpenters and coolies
gave from one day to a week of labour.
More than half of all the work on the
building was wrought by the pupils of
the Industrial School at less than half
the cost of ordinary labour, the progress
of the work being so planned as to make
the most of the labour by pushing it
forward during wvacations and on the
Industrial days of term time)”

Before the celebration of the 25th

Anniversary of the school in 1884, the
building was

completed at a cost of
Rs. 8000-00
represen-
ting a value
of more
than Rs.
12,000-00 at
ordinary
rates for
isimilar
work.There
. was a defi-
cit of about
six hund-
red rupees
whick was
assumed as
& personal
debt by the
. Principal
A when he
left for
America. It

was finally cancelled in 1887 by the efforts
of a beloved classmate of Rev. Smith, Pro-
fessor Harris of Andover Seminary. The
new building was declared open by His

Excellency Sir Arthur Gordon on the occa-
sion of the 25th Anniversary in August

- -~

Sir.

Arthue Gordon
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1884. An Exhibition of the Industrial Dep-
artment was also held on the same day.

Mr. Yesuthasan sent to America.

The Industrial Department which was
from its inception an unofficial department
of the school, not receiving any aid from
Mission funds, was registered as a grant-
in-aid Industrial School in 1884 on the
special recommendation of the Director of
Public Instruction. Since then it received a
capitation grant of Rs. 500 for each pupil
under 20 who could show a record of 100
industrial days of three hours each. With
the help of a donation from the Governor
of the Island, the Principal took with him
an Incustrial Graduate of the echool, Mr.
C. K. Yesuthasan, when he went on fur-
lough in 1886. Mr. Yesuthasan received
some months of training .in the wood-

, room of the
Institute of
Technology
at Worces-
ter, Mass.
He was
also ins-
tructed in
photogra-
phy by a
competent
professional
in Lon-
don. Dur-
ing the last
three or
four mon-
] ths of his
stay in America, Mr. Yesuthasan ad-
dressed a number of Sunday Schools
and Societies of Christian Endeavour

; v und expression in some
:gﬁgﬁl ;‘.i};ts foff the equipment of the
454 .d ese 5,} ts aljlo‘unted to lQOU dol-

and were expended in purchasing tools
and machinery for the school. All this
machinery Mr. Yesuthasan put in operation

Mr. C. K. Yesuthasan
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after his return in 1888, The Education
Department of Ceylon generously granted
Rs. 200-00 towards the freight of the machi-
nery and the increased efficiency of the
school resulted in the doubling of the capit-
ation grant from the first of January, 1891.

The Training School continued to
flourish, English being now included in the
regular curri
culum for all
students for
one hour a
day. One of
the pupils, Mr.
A. R. Suppra-
maniam, NoOwW
retired District
Judge, passed
the Calcutta
University En-
trance Exami-
nation from
this school.

Mr. A. R, Suppramaniam, B. A, J. §-

In 1897, the school sustained a severe
loss in the death of its Head Master,
Mr. S. Jeremiah, who was for 30
years a teacher and 21 years a Head
Master of the Training School. On his
death, Rev. S. Veerakatty, who was then a
Pastor, was appointed Head Master.

Passing away of Rev. T. S. Smith.

Mr. Smith went on furlough in 1897
experting to return and carry on the work
which was so dear to his heart. But the
sad news that he would not be able to
return for some time because of ill-health
caused the greatest shock and grief to all
who knew him. On December 17, 1901, he
c_)btained a happy release from a prolonged
1llpess and entered * the presence of the
King”. Tellippalai owes a large debt of
gratitude to this tireless and indefatigable
yvor_lqer under whose fostering care, the
institutions at Tellippalai had seen so much

of their growth. No Missionary carried on,

LY



PICTORIAL

such varied forms of work so successf_u]ly.
He was Pastor, Lecturer, Builder, _-l[‘mzm-
cier, Editor, Printer and Manager of bf_‘['l()t)ls
— all in one — and the success with which he
managed these departments Speak_s‘ not a
little to his versatility and powers of initiative.

Rev. S. W. Howland, a fellow-worker,
writing of him says :—

“Whether preaching in the street or the
Church, organising schools or churches,
editing a paper or superintending its
printing, raising money or putting up a
building and training teachers or preach-
ers, he was always ready and always
efficient .

The earnestness hé evinced in the Mis-
sion work in Jaffna created a new inter-
est among the members of the American
Board and they decided to send new Mis-
sionaries to the field, Mr. Smith spent him-
self for Jaffna.

The Interregnum

* On his death, the Industrial Depart-
ment which he had started and run on
his own responsibility without Mission
aid was taken over by the Mission and
from that time became more directly under
Mission supervision. Rev. & Mrs, Holton
from the Madura Mission now took over
the work at Tellippalai, They could not
remain long for their services were loaned

<enly for a time by the Madura Mission.

The Holtons during their brief period of
.stay strove to develop both the Training
and Industrial Departments of the School.
Writing about the importance of the
Vernacular as a medium for educational
and evangelistic work, Mr. Holton said :—

“In spite of the present great vogue of
English Education, the fact remains un-
questionably that the vast bulk of the
educational and evangelistic work of the
future in India and Ceylon must be
carrie_d on in the vernacular. The bright-
est minds and the most consecrated piety
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will find ample scope for their employ-
meznt here. Love to God, love of men
and love of country — all call for this
form of study and service.”

An interregnum is always a critical
period in the history of a school and it was
fortunate that during this period between
the death of
Mr. Smith
and the arrival
of a perman-
ent Missionary,
the institutions
at - Tellippalai
were  guided
by one whose
convictions._
were in accord
with the prin-
ciples and poli-
cies of his pre-
decessors,
; Plans were
also made to give technical training to a limit-
ed number of boys in addition to the manual
training which all the boys then received.

On the departure of Rev. & Mrs. E. P.
Holton in the latter part of February, 1900,
the care of the Tellippalai Station devolved
on Rev. R. C. Hastings of Batticotta. -

Rev. _R. C. Hastings

Arrival of the Dicksons.

In July 1900, Rev. & Mrs J. H. Dickson
took ‘up residence at Tellippalai. The year
after his arrival Mr. Dickson introduceg what
was then regarded as a very revolutionary
change in the school. He admitted two
boys of the so-called depressed class into the
school, for gradually the Mission had been
growing in the conviction that all caste
distinctions ought to be abandoned in a
Christian school. Though the change was
resented there was no active opposition till
February, 1905 when equal seating also was
introduced, All the so-called high caste
students gathered up their things and de-
camped in the absence of the Principal _aqd
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Head Master. However, in the course of Training School Transferred to Kopay.
the following six months 45 out of the 65
who left returned but an era of persecution
from the village of Tellippalai began which
reached its climax when the house of a mem-
ber of the staff, Mr. C. M. Chinnappah, was
burnt to ashes. It is on record that
despite the set-back the school received
during that year, the government grant
had been the highest in the history of
the school and the religious interest deeper

In 1916, the school was transferred to
Kopay which was a station of the Church
of England Missionary Society, where it
was merged in a United School, consisting *
of students from the three Missions and .
the Hindu community. The Christian §
boys had one hostel c¢n the school @
compound, while the Hindus an entire- *
ly independent hostel on another com-
than it ever had been before. In 1905. Rev. pound. The school was managed by a Board
. Veerakatty, the Head Master, was ap- composed of one representative from each
pointed Pastor of the Tellippalai Church and section represented. This change, of course,
for some time the school got along without a was much deplored. In fact it was forced
Head Master because the management could ©% the Mission by the Government, which
not get a suitable man for the meagre threatened that if the samalgamation did not
sum offered. take place it would establish a Government
Normal School from which all feligion would

When_’Rev. & be excluded.
Mrs. Dilckson 7Y It is interesting
and their children | tonote that wh
went on furlough e
in 1906, after seven the question of
years of work at the venue of this
Tellippalai, their new school *was
place was tempor- discussed, both
arily taken by Mr. the Wesleyans
& Mrs: Ward of and the Church of
the India Y. M. C. England  wished
A., who took over to unite with the
from Mr. Dickson American Mission

at Tellippalai. But

31:. care of the
Press, the Train. -- the Government
ing ussctlml and the Rev. & Mrs. J. H. Dickson rEfuseglt% san;t'iiﬁ
ETA this. Although the *
EFV'Oi‘eM;;aDlgkb%l;llf'eturned after afur!ough establishment of a New United Traininé
e ik ),lre'ars- and continued College was in harmony with the policy of
when they Droce«al-odpea:.‘la1 till March, 1918 the American Board and pursuant fo the
on furlough. On Decemg Zecond time advice often received from the Secretary
lost their daughter Fl er 25, 1919, they of the Board that every opportunity should
who died of Dneumo(;rienge P})ale Dickson be availed of to unite in work with other
aged 13 years. In 1920 aMm & ﬁerlm - N Wiesions, 1L owss IR 0K G the school
returned to India in ,h = rs. Dickson - was finally moved to Kopay. There was
in Malabar former! X z:)rgle Ol.c the work ' little doubt that the move was a serious
B s Banel Miess y W?ongmg to the loss to wosk at Tellippalai. The future
hoist s [3i L .u?n. e shall say more too was gloomy as there was bound to be
cksons ip a subsequent chapter. less Christian influence in the new school,

.
.
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60th Anniversary of the Normal,School.

Three years after the school
sumed its new aspect, the 60th Anniver-
sary of its founding was celebrated at Tel-
lippalai. It was a most eventful day. Months
beforehand Rev. S. Eliathamby and Rev. C.
D. Veluppillai were busy organising a scho-
larship fund in the name of Rev. Thomas
Snell Smith, whose name was synonymous
with Tellippalai. All the graduates and
former pupils were written to or visited
personally. The response was very encour-

had as-

aging. Most of the Alumni contributed one

mopth’s pay to e
the fund and a
sum of Rs.2538-00
was collected. The
celebration _itself
was organised on
a grand scale.
No pains were
spared to make
the events of that
day as colourful
as » they could be.
The following ac-
count of the cele-
brations by Mr. A.
A. Ward speaks for
itself -~

“As the appointed
time drew mear,
! Tellippalai com-
pound saw such
decorating as it
had wnever seen
before. On that
day carriages
and carts from
all parts of the Mr.
Peninsula  filled

the open space of the compound. There
was a business meeting of the Alumni, a
sroup  photograph, a tea parlty and ex-
hibition of industrial work done by the
P?’.Csent bupils with some relics of the old
times displayed as '
an evening gather

& Mrs.

curios. There was

g wn the open air in
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front of Sanders' Hall with a wmost inler-
esting programme of addvesses and music.
Perhaps the wmost thrilling moment was
when the vole was taken fto send greetings
to Mrs. T. S. Smith. It was a great day for
love and loyalty. The sad thing s that the
Training School has been swallowed up in the
United School at Kopay and the whole thing
1s soon lo be changed into a Government
institution without Missionary control.”

The Industrial Department under Mr. Ward
The Industrial department received as

much attention under Mr. Ward as it did

under Mr. Smith,
its founder. Mr.
Ward widened
the scope of the
school so as to
include not only
printing and book-
binding but also
gardening, basket-
weaving, furniture
making, etc. In
the school garden
about 15 varieties
of plantains and
vegetables  were
grown at the same
time. For basket-
weaving, the ma-
terial available in
the country, such
as palmyrah palm
leaves, roots, wild
date fibre, plantain
fibre and rattan,

was used. The
older boys were
A. A. Ward able to earn a

fair share of their
own support by working in the afternoons
and Saturdays., No doubt the result was a
more capable, self-reliant and self-respect-
ing manhood. A separate Sales Room was
also built at this time, where the products
of the press and work-shop and baskets and
rattan work of the Industrial School were
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kept for sale. It was managed, to'start with,
on the basis of service. No greater respect
can a Missionary pay to his predecessor
and development of

than the continuation

the work begun by him. Mr. Ward
could have paid no better tribute to the
memory of Mr. Smith than to build up

the Industrial Department started by him.
It was a great boon to Tellippalai that it
had as its Missionaries a succession of men,
who in their aims and their policy had a
singleness of purpose. Commenting on the
importance of the industrial aspect of
education at Tellippalai, Mr. Ward states:—

“ It is our aim to cultivate the spirit of service
in all our students, We believe that Industrial
Training is one means to this end, Human

nature the world around is only too prone to

pride and selfishness. There is need for the
breaking down of pride and the development
of the democratic spirit not to speak of the
need for thinking and facing of
realities. These and other desirable ends can

be attained to

straight

some extent by systematic

industrial training.”’

It is a source of much gratification
that Industrial Education at Tellippalai oc-
cupied a prominent place in the school
curriculum even at a time when conditions
in the island were least favourable for any
industrial expansion or enterprise. The
reasons why Ceylon then was not so n-
dustrial minded as it is today, are not far
to se.e_k. Young men who desired any
education at all generaliy aspired for higher
things than a trade. Besides, the soil in
the island was so rich that the farmer
was better off than the artisan. That, des-
pite these handicaps, a comprehensive
schemp of industrial education was worked
out in these premises, with consistent
ft_arvour, for nearly six decades, speaks not a
little for the foresight and vision of those
who throughout the long years strove to
educate not merely the head but the hands
of the pupils placed under their care. Th;:
present vogue for industrial education

THE UNION
and the impetus it has received from the
state is undoubtedly the greatest compliment
the present generation can pay to the
memory of those pioneer educationists, who
several years before anticipated such a,
change in educational outlook.

Vicissitudes of the Training School

For nearly a decade after the removal
of the school to Kopay, the Mission lost its
privilege of having a hand in teacher-train-
ing for men. The training of women con-
tinued as a joint Mission enterprise at
Vembadi, Kopay and Uduvil consecutively
till the school was moved to Nallur in 1943
In 1929, however, the skies became brighter
and the three Protestant Missions in Jaffna
availed themselves of the generous offer
made by the Government allowing them
to organise teacher-training work for men
by giving them a generous grant towards
this purpose. In September of that wear
the American Ceylon Mission, the Methcdist
Missionary Society and Church Missionary
Sociéty
jointly
organised
a Training
School at
Tellippal -
ai which
they car -
ried on
till the
end of :
1932. At
. the end of
this year
the ques-
tion of
closing
down the
school was
seriou sly
consid-

Rev. J.
ered, when the Jaffna Council of the South

K. Sinnathamby

India United Churck under the leadership
of Rev. J. K. Sinnathamby offered to rake
over the institution. -In recognition of the
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Rev. C. D. Veluppillai

services done to the .school
by Mr. Sinnathamby, the
schcol was *called “The Sin-
nathamby Memorial Training
School.” The American Cey-
lon Mission advised the re-
moval of the schecol from
Tellippalai as there was little
rcpm for it in the premises
and therefore, it was remov-
ed to Chavakachcheri, The
school continued there till
December, 1944, under the
Principalship of Mr. J. C.
Amarasingham.

With the beginaing of 1¢45,
on the advice of the Director
.-of Education, the Protestant

. Mr, Allen Abraham, . ‘

Christian Training Schodfs in
North-Ceylon combined at
Nallur under the name of
“The United Training College
Nallur,” Mr. J. C. Amarasin-
gham was appointed Princi-
pal and Miss M. V. Hutchins,
Vice-Principal. For the first
time in the history of
Training Schools in the
North it became a co-edu-
cational institution. It had
30 men and €0 women under
training with a staff of six
teachers. In 1947, however,

Rev, S. M. Thevathasan

the number fell down to 2
women and 6 men owing to
the stringent regulations laid
down by the Department of
Education that grant will be
paid only in respect of the
teacher - trainees belonging to
the same denomination as
the Management. The staff

.also had to be cut down to

three teachers.

As we write, the future
of the Training School is
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Rev. S. Eliathamby

still uncertain. That a
school which had seen so
many years of steady growth,
and which had turned out
of its portals many eminent
Christian leaders of the cali-
bre of Rev. C. D. Velup-
pillai, Rev. S. Veerakatty,
Rev. S. Eliathamby, Mr.
Allen Abraham and Rev. S.M.
Thevathasan, to mention only
a few, should in the end have
a blank future cannot but
be viewed with the greatest
dismay by those who have
watched the progress of
this institution throughout
these long years.

Reve Si Veerakatty
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The English Day School

i i o Thuraiappapillai, who later founded a new

4 Slfen mthzt;I1 e;;il:ifo?‘hﬂ%ti(;l: i?kl\]unl, Ilie]_pl'ese11t Mlahajanga College. During
] how wde?he WA tfle English M. Thuraiappapillai’s regime, t_he school
e S }11ediu111 of ins- passed through a very critical period. Many
J Langpagein aitq schools, indepen- students left t.he school, as the ;')ar.ents

A truﬁtglrsl were aréani%diat almost did not want their sons to become Christians.
g Engllsl'f Sccotaught by persons formerly The average attendance fell from }16 to
e statlon_h Mission. In 1861, nearly 95. But it was fortunate for Tellippalai
e_ducated b ;ftif the .decision of the that it had at this juncture a strong man
ggeutififs to aispense with English in in the person of Rev. J H. DClICk?OH .'-:lth‘lglg.
Migsion schools, there were eleven inde- helm and an energet-nf: ariE N;n- :;égra(;_
pendent Englisl; schools with a roll }(:f over Head @\lf{a_sterl rllnt;l;e gi%st?ln c:) il gt.ive L:mn-

i chools, though not appapilal. th .
gorm;;l]glls- C;f;lrf:;ed g with the - Mission, Christian opposition hthe ‘SE,ChOl('thJIl)eld Sm;l 3312
generally stood on the side of Christianity became oOne gf t.he t rﬁehngt 1sk ?}S;e cu o
and counted amongst their —number many under the Mission :iv 1(;: 00 pup
baptised  children of Christian families. through higher standards.

Th luck and resourcefulness displayed 1
in eestla\:'blishing;l: and sustaining these schools In November 1910, Mr. J. V. Chellappah

amply made up fo; angr dte_fects_ in rt‘;hde ﬁ;gf:fedcomﬁgngggraz;appggll':ﬁ OE;S tiﬁi
general training, jamfly educaton POV - ’ f unbroken service at Tellip-
In fact. the organisation and maintenance Seven years of il 5
¢ i lai. Under Mr. Chellappah the school
of these schools f\fr%re 11\731{1111:::::I:r1te li?ﬁ:ﬁ 11; Is):nlw much of its growth. An indefatigable
Seli-ielpiit and *sell CotgOPIITE ker, with a scrupulous attention to
the long run proved to be of utmost value WOIKET, o > Mr. Chell h
to these institutions. In 1870, the Government details of 'admmxstr_atlon, r. Che aD_Dad
Grant System which gave a further impetus ?vork1ed assiduously and when he.retl_r_fe
to the development of these schools was 1N 1.937, left the school on a sound financial
established. footing at a time when almost all. the , other
affiliated Mission schools were indebted te'.
The Tellippalai English Day School, Jaffna College. By far the most notable ¢
like every other English school under the contribution Mr. Chellappah made to the.
Mission, came under the pruning knife of school was the thoroughness with which
the celebrated Anderson - Thomson Depu- he organised every department of school
tation of 1855. The school was closed in activity., ~ Within the closed doors of
1856. In 1869, it was re-opened and was the office, he worked steadily and patiently
under the Head Mastership of Mr. S. and achieved much that was truly great,
Chellappah, a revered Hindu gentleman of Order, system,discipline, were his watch-words.
the village. The school itself, took the Himself hard working, he seemed to have
name of its Head Master and was known adopted as his motto the well known
as Chellappah’s school. In 1901, Mr. Latin dictum, Floret Qui Laborat. (He
Chellappah turned over the school to the prospers who works hard).” Whatever
Mission on condition that he be retained the school achieved during his regime was

for life as Head Master, His death, at the due to his hard work and i 8
end of 1901, enabled the Mission to 5 e

i isti ap- which won for + the school the unique
point @ Christian Head Master, MizedPaylorrardistissieion of being the  best administered
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English Schools under as
The management was always
Tellippalai English School.

of the Affiliated
the Mission.
proud of the

Rev. John Bickzel

A very bic event m the early histors Mission, the
of the school was th Prize - Giving nd P
Function held i .
by Mr. E. B
Bducation, A
early days was i

Digitized by, Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org| aavanaham.org

it is today.
presided over by the Head of the Education
Department in Ceylon,

indaterrippu

lagement and

2}

This particular function
was a real red-
letter day in the history of
the - school. Elaborate pre-
parations were made to
make the function as colour-
ful as it could be. The
Director was brought in
procession to the accompani-
ment of native music and
in the main hall of the
school which was trans-
formed beyond recognitiun,
he was given a very hearty
welcome. A striking feature
of the Report which was
read on this occasion was
the fact that the school
obtained 100 per cent passes
at the Elementary School
Leaving Certificate Exami.
nation for which seven
candidates were presented
for the first time in March
that year. The E. S. L. C.
Examination was, during that
time, a passport to almost
all Government employment,
especially in Malaya, which
was then the E! Dorado
of the Jaffna man. The
percentage of passes was
generally low. In fact, when
the Tellippalai English School
produced hundred per cent
passes, the percentage of
passes through the whole
1sland was only 8.

According to a plan to
co-ordinate the work of all
Boys' English Schools in the

schools at Karadive, Manipay
were placed under the
supervision of

in 1916. Rev. John Bicknell,

the College, assumed the mana-

institutions. It was only in
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1921 that the other five English schools
under the Mission, including Tellippalai

came directly under Jaffna College. The
object of this move was obviously the
desire to bring the day schools to a more
uniform standard of excellence and facili-
tate the transition from these schools to
higher studies in the College. Often some
of these schools did prove to be a drain
on the purse of the parent institution but
Tellippalai has always been self-supporting
and it redounds not a little to the credit
of Mr. Chellappah that he kept the school
financially solvent even during those cri-
tical years, when there was an intense
financial depression in the island.

On the sudden and unexpected death
of Rev- John Bicknell in December 1936,
Mr. E. C. Lockwood, Acting Principal of
Jaffna College, managed the affiliated schools
for some time till the appointment of
Mr. J. V. Chelliah as Manager of the Schools.

Mr. Chellappah retired in July 1937,
after a unique record of 27 years as Head
Master of the institution. On his retire-
ment the mantle fell on Mr. C. C. Kana-
pathipillai, who was sent over from Jaffna
College to take charge of the institution.
As a trained teacher of long experience
and as one who had been the Supervisor
of the Lower School at Jaffna College, Mr.
Kanapathippillai’s appointment gave great
satisfaction bcth to the management, as well
as to the staff and students of the Tellippalai
school. Unfortunately, however, ill health
prevented Mr. Kanapathippillai from work-
ing at Tellippalai long. On his transfer
back to Jaffna College, Tellippalai wel-
comed as its Head Master Mr. S. K. Rasiah,
one of its own sons, who had served in
the school as an assistant teacher for some
time, and who was later Head Master of
the Udupiddy English School. .
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Headmasters of Teilippalai.

Mr. J. V. Chellappah

Me. S. M. Veluppillai

Mr. S. M. Kandialipillai

Rev, Bi H. Rice

Wr. Taylor ‘T huratapg apttha

KRev, S, Veer akally
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The Bilingual School
1930—1934

HE Tellippalai Boarding School was
upgraded into a Bilingual Institu-
M| tion in September, 1920. The aims
| of the school were :

1. To provide facilities for poor children
who could not afford to pay for a
purely English education.

2, To satisfy the growing need for a
o Bilingual education on the part of
. the average boy.

3. To afford facilities for students whose
aims lie definitely along the verna-
cular to gain a working knowledge of
the English Language.

4, To cater to the children of the
depressed classes for whom there are

* few such schools in Jaffna in spite
of Government rules to the contrary.

5.« To serve as a place where young
boys and young girls could imbibe
Christian ideals and have a definitely
Christian - training.

Mr. G. A. Ratnavarathar was appointed
the first Head Master of the school under
the new scheme. He assumed duties in

~January, 1930. The school underwent a
complete overhauling under the able ad-
ministrition of the new Head Master.
.Tl}ere were 225 pupils on roll, nearly a
third of whom were boarders. There was
an orphanage which comprised some 40
orphgns from various parts of the Northern
Pgovmce. The classes ranged from the
Kindergarten to the Tamil Teachers’ Certi-
ﬁca_te and the Teachers’ Entrance Exami-
nations. During the first three of these
Quinquennial years, thz Training School, in
the words of the Head Master was “a
pleasant yet interfering neighbour as the

In January 1935, Mr.

I. P. Thurai
from the daft of Jaffo urairatnam

College was ap-

students - in - training exercised a two-hour
claim over the young minds of the Bilingual
school for experimenting the subtle science
(or art) of pedagogy”.

Early in 1930, Mr. & Mrs. Ward, the
resident Missionaries sailed on furlough
and owing to Mr. Ward’s ill-health, their
return was delayed for two years. During
this period the school was under the
supervision of Miss L. G. Bookwalter, who
cheerfully undertook the additional respon-
sibility as a labour of love. She effected many
improvements and innovations both in the
Press and in the  School. Her weekly
Thursday visits were a source of inspjfa-
tion and help.

Much emphasis was laid by the Head
Master on extra-curricular activities which
included Games and Sports, Horticulture
and Literary Association, Boarders’ Union
and Sunday School. Histrionic talent in the
school found scope in the productions of five
Tamil plays — Savithri Saththiavan, Dam-
pachari, Pathiviratha, The Two Gentlemen
of Verona and The Tempest. The House Sys-
tem too proved an incentive for corporate life
and team work. The Christmas celebrations
were then a special function of the school.
The following account of a Christmas Tree
Function by the Head Master may interest
our readers :— : *

“Quite a nice programme enlivened the audience

and when the candles were still burning on
the Christmas Tree each pupil received a bag
of sweets and roasted gram. The boxes from
America were a joy and pleasure. Both Mrs.
Ward and Miss Bookwalter had such fun
while opening them, The Kindergarten child-
ren and the orphans were often delighted
over the presents”,

L935~1939

pointed Principal of the school and Manager \
of the A. C. M. Press. As one who from
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his early years had displayed talents whigh
represented a diversity of interests and apti-
tudes, the Mission could not think of a
better person than Mr. Thurairatnam to
fill the gap left vacant by the departure
of Mr. Ward. Tellippalai, unlike any other
station in the Mission, presented diverse
and numerous problems. For, within the
campus were a school, a Printing Press, an
Industrial Depart-
ment and a Sales
Room, each of
these institutions
having their pe-
culiar problems
and each requir-
ing specialised
knowledge in
their own respec-
tive sphere. The
Mission found in
Mr.Thurairatnam
one who could
ably  discharge
all- these duties.
Being a Science
Graduate and a
teacher of rich
experience at
Jaffna College, the
Mission felt that
he could als> be
depended upon to
handle the acade-
mic department
efficiently.

Although the
new sphere of
work entailed
great responsibi-
lities and onerous
duties, the Prin-
cipal .undertook the task
coun:ing it a privilege
upon to guide the destinies of a grow-
ing institution and far more, of serv
ing in the first Mission station which was
also the first, in the sense,

Mie: R

cheerfully
to be : called

real to

Thurairatnam

THE UNION

“devolve”. It was, however, with much
trepidation and great humility that he ac-
cepted the work at Tellippalai for it was
a place which had been the field of acti
vity of men of such consummate skill and
rare ability as those ‘triumvir’ Missionaries,
if we may so call them, Smith, Dickson
and Ward, who had left behind them the
impress of their personality on each and
every department
in the premises.
Keenly alive to
the worthy tra-
ditions they had
established, ® the
new Principal
dedicated himself
to build on the
foundations they
had laid. He was
fortunate to have
at this time the

assistance ‘of a
strong Board
which consisted

of such stalwarts
as the Rev. R. C.
P. Welch, who
was President
from its inception
in 1934 to his
death in 1941,

walter, Rev, S.
Kulandran, Mr.
J. C. Amarasin--
gham and Mrf.
J. C. StiCkn’eye.

This was the
first Board under
the New Devolu-
tion Scheme to
be entrusted with the administration
of a Mission station. It may be recalled,
in this connection, that plans for devo-
lution were® going on apace as a result
the Potter Deputation and in 1933
a Constitution was all but inavgurated.

of

Miss L. G. Book-

1

h

3
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A Central Board was
appointed but at the
very first meetm:g
“the spirit and atti-
tude exhibited by
members caused
grave anxiety’’ and
the Scheme had to
be given up. Mr.
Ward, however, had
great faith in the
Devolution Scheme,
despite any initial
failures. With great
for@sight he asked
for and obtained
a Local Board to
assist him in 1934.
This Board had
naturally to face
many problems of
internal  organisa-
tion’ as well as of
administration espe-
cially at a Mission
station where there

M. ). C Stickney
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Ward Block — Rev. R. C. P. Welch laying the Foundation Stone.

were a number of
institutions in the
same premises. It
also fell to their lot to
guide these institu-
tions through a for-
mative stage in their
development. The
measure of suc-
cess they achieved
was an  example
in national leader.
ship of great signi-

ficance at a time
when the whole
Devolution Scheme

was in its experi-
mental stage,

Opening of the Ward Block

The four years 1935 -’39 were a period

of steady

growth

fpr the school and the

number on roll rapidly mounted. The
most pressing need of the school was a

permanent set of class rooms because
the semi-permanent buildings were an

eyesore to many, particularly to the
officers of the Education Department,
who never failed to deplore in their re-
ports the lack of improvements in the
buildings. One of the first tasks of the

End View of the Ward Block
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Principal was, therefore, to put up a bm(lcl-
ing worthy of a growing school. In 1937,
the foundation stone for a new set of class
rooms, consisting of a Science Room, an
Art and CGeography Room and five class
rooms was laid by the Rev. R. C. P. Welch,
President of the Board of Management. In
keeping with the traditions at Tellippalai
every effort was made to economise on the
building programme the funds available
for the purpose were limited. The boys and
teachers gave up games in the evenings for
a term to do brick-making. At one stage,

ds

“Rama’s

it is reported, that one House alone made
3345 bricks in one day. When the building
was finally completed it was a real source
of pride to the staff and students for each
one had literally contributed a brick or two
towards the new structure which they could
now, in a very real sense, call their own.
This contributed not only materially but
also spiritually to the enterprise. It may
be recalled that the Sanders’ Hall was
built for the most part by boys in 1884
and so the spirit of the school lives and
manifests itself in various ways, The Science

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 4
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Laboratory for which provision was made '_“;,.'
in the new block was soon equipped. g

>

“Rama’s Exile "

An outstanding event during this perib"d.'
was the staging of a play—“Rama’s Exile” =
by the students of the school in Colombo in
April 1938. Histrionic talent in the school
had always found ample scope but never
before in its history was an attempt made
to exhibit these talents outside the Penin-
sula. Bold as the venture was, it wa_gs,:_i

-

-

Exile

crowned with great success and proved
be an experience as unique as it ‘was
profitable to the young actors who took
part in it. Two shows were given, one
at the Central Y. M. C. A. under the
distinguished patronage of Sir Waitilingam

Duraiswamy and Lady Duraiswamy and
the other at Plaza Theatre under the
distinguished patronage of Dr. (now S

Ratnajothi Saravanamuttu and Mys. Naysum
Saravanamutti. ‘A prophet is not honoured -
in his own country’ runs the old ada
but the amateur actors of the Tellippa
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Bilingual School won the unique distinction
having been honoured both at home

of : . ;
and outside for this play of theirs which
they had so carefully prepared and so

successfully acted.

The extra - curricular activities of the
school during this period included Chapel
Services in the mornings, daily morning and
evening Prayers in the Dormitories, Sunday
Vesper Services, Religious Study Circles,
Literary Meetings, Library Hours, Sports
and Gardening. The Students’ Week of
Evapgelism, organised every year was a
period of intensive religious work among
the students and has been of great value
in elevating the motal and religious tone
of the schooll.

In 1937, the school got the first prize
in the Gardening Competition organised by
the Education Department and received a
cash® price of Rs. 50 from the Director of
Education. In Sports too the school fared
pror.ninently. At the Junior Secondary Schools
Sports Meet held in 1938, the school oh-
tained an easy first place.

The Amalgamation

Whil’e thg school was growing steadily,
keeping in view the aims and objects of its
Founders, the educational world took on

an aspect which was disheartening even

to the' most  optimistic educationist in the
island.  Ominous clouds began to gather
over the educational horizon with streaks
of faint silver lining which now appeared
and then disappeared. While a new Eda-
cation Ordinance, to some extent, foreshadow-
ed the shape of things to come, the re-
trenc_hment proposals recommending the
grading of teachers, reduction of salaries,
INCrease of quota per teacher and decrease
of age - limit for grant, threatened the very
existence of the smaller schools.

At this "time there were two schools
at Tellinpalai, the Bilingual School under
the management of the Mission and the
Enghsh‘ School undgr the ‘management Af

24
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Jaffna College. This situation presented
certain inevitable difficulties.

1. The Education Department itself
was not sure of its own mind with regard
to Bilingual Education in the country. They
were changing the rules so often and
sometimes so drastically that the Bilingual
Schools had almost become English Schools
except in name. Latterly the Bilingual
Schools were forbidden to send up students
for the Vernacular Examinations. The
consequence was that the Bilingual School
had to prepare students for the J. S. C.
and S. S. C. (English) Examinations while the
English School in the same premises did
likewise. The conception of the Bilingual
system had 'so changed that it became pain-
fully evident that the two schools were
beginning to overlap.

2. Hence there was duplication of
staff, buildings and equipment. The two
schools were growing, and there was no
more room in the premises for the ex-
pansion of both. The two schools were
having practically the same classes and
therefore had to put up with unecono-
mical numbers.

3. It was not conducive to efficiency
to have two schools in the same premises
under different managements. There was
the inevitable friction between the two.
The situation imposed a heavy and un-
necessary strain upon the heads of these
institutions, el

Under these circumstances, Mr. Thurai-
ratnam, who was in charge of the Tellip-'
palai Station, thought that the most prudent
and logical step in the educational context
of those critical years was to amalgamate
the two schools in the premises into a
bigger and healthier school, pool their res-
ources and consolidate their strength so as
to be better able to withstand the changes
and challenges of the future.

The history .of the amalgamation is
.geq_ll:g ihe history of the triumph of an

]
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enthusiasm, for, the actual process prove_d
to be an undertaking as stupendous as it
was complicated. As a problem affecting
the future of the two schools which ha;l
hitherto led an independent existence, 1t
was viewed with the gravest anxiety t?y
the staffs of the two institutions who saw in
the amalgamation a new move which was
likely to imperil their safety and security
as teachers, especially at a time when
teaching posts were none to0 nNuUMErous.
Apart from this fear, there was the feel-
ing that the amalgamation, being without
precedent in the history of the country
might create more problems than it solved.
Undaunted by these fears and misgivings,
Mr. Thurairatnam set his course towards
the vision he had seen.

While the staffs were anxious about
the future, the Mission too was not alto-
gether unanimous in its support of the new
move. Though the principle was generally
approved as very desirable, there was a small
but influential minority in the Mission which
was adamant in its opposition to the scheme.
It was felt that an English Secondary School
at Tellippalai was not consistent with the
educational traditions of the Station which
had always been noted as a seat of Tamil
culture, Besides these formidable obstacles,
there were the requirements of the De-
partment of Education with respect to
attendance, equipment, salaries, absorption
of teachers and the like which had to be
satisfied before the amalgamation could be-
come an accomplished fact.

Colossal as these problems were, Mr.
Thurairatnam pressed on with vigour and
energy, fired with the conviction that the
cause he had undertaken was right and
that, therefore, no difficulties on the way
were too big to surmount. The appro-

THE UNION

val of the Governor himself was necess-
ary for some of the adjustments as there
was no provision in the Code for these,
Even this was obtained and thus the Amal-
gamated School now known as “Union Col-{
lege” came into existence on October 1.k4
1939 in spite of many difficulties from
within and without.

Looking at the amalgamation from this
distance of time one need not have any
hesitation in pronouncing it to be by far
one of the most notable achievements in
the history of Tellippa'ai. Viewed in  _the
light of the educational changes of toaay.
the wisdom of the move is obvious to any
one. Even the question of the medium of
instructlon, the bone of contention in re-
gard to the amalgamation, was liquidated

. by the Government. Th: mother tongue
| became the medium of instruction irom
' October 1, 1945, eliminating the divisign of
\schools into English, Bilingual and Tamil
or Singhalese Schools. Later the amalga:
mation became a fashion that was caich-
ing, though the Government did not en-
courage such belated adjustments.

Tellippalai owes a large measure of
gratitude to Mr. Thurairatnam for the
singleness of purpose and breadth of vision
with which he sought to build the schools
in the premises, not merely without much
outside help but often in the teeth of many
hampering circumstances. The amalgama-
tion was a lofty conception of his and
its accomplishment a triumph, the credit
of which is largely due to his energy and
powers of initiative. The history of the
amalgamation, therefore, cannot be com-
plete without this tribute to one who spent
himself for the cause he passionately be-
lieved in. “‘Success often comes to those who ‘
dare and act. It seldom goes to the timid,
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Union College

HE new school was christened “The
&' Union High School” Mr. I, P. Thu-
BNl rairatnam, who was largely responsi-
ble for the new move, and who had
3 spent himself to achieve this end
was appointed Principal of the school and Mr.
S. K. Rasiah, the Head Master of the English
School, was appointed Vice-Principal. All
the teachers of the English School and the
majority of those from the Bilingual School
wert absorbed into the staff, while the rest
were found places in the vernacular schcols of
the Mission. Muhandiram A. B. Kumarakula-
singhe was ap-
pointed Manager
of the school
The Orphanage
and the Indus
trial* Department
~—the two distin-
ctivg features of
the Bilingual
School — were re-
tained as it was
felt that they
were a legacy
well worth pre-
serving in the

.

* Coming into operation a* a time when
practically the whole of Europe was about
t0 be plunged into a cataclysm of no
sm-a!I magnitude and Ceylon itself only
walting its turn, the school started under
Circumstances least auspicious for the laun.
chmg_ of any new venture and much less
one in the educational sphere, The results
Owever were marvellous and exceeded the
most  sanguine expectations. Summing up
some of the advantages that had accrued

e
states:= ° y amalgama}txon a report

(1) The _ Number of students has
continued to rise steadily.

challenge too was

(2) The number of Christian students
has also grown correspondingly.

(3) The finances of the school have

greatly improved,

(4) The loss on current working for
the last five years in spite ot
growing numbers has been negli -
gible,

Gifts from Old Boys, Friends and
Well - wishers have been sponta-
neous and generous. A large
part of the capital expenditure
incurred on indispensable and
urgent items has been paid for
from these gifts,

(5)

Vicissitudes.

Rapid as has been the development of
the school, within the short period of its
growth, it had to undergo several vicis-
situdes, as is to be expected in the case
of a school which had been caught in
a period of transition, Hardly had the
school seen a year of growth when it
had to be raised to the status of a
College for the Department made it clear

Mobandiram A. B. Kumarakulasinghe [0 the authorities that in the matter of

grading no half-way house was possible,

that the school had either to be up-graded
into a Senior Secondary School or remain
as a Junior Secondary School. The change,

welcome though it was, entailed the collec-
tion of larger amounts as tuition fees and
increased expenditure for the school and
all these at a time when the school had
not yet attained its full stature. This
taken up and from
October 1, 1940 the school was up-graded
into a College and took the name of
“Union College”, with classes up to the
London Matriculation. The new motto of
the school—7e Duce Vincimus— chosen at
this time indicated the spirit in which the
whole venture was undertaken.
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of the new
the State, as
‘cational reform
little flutter 1M

In 1945, the introduction
Free Education Scheme by
part of a programme of e

in the country, caused no- it
the dovecotes of the assisted schools.

Consistent though the Scheme was with
the traditions and ideals of the school, the
meagre equipment grant offered by the
Scheme made it almost impossible for the
school to maintain the same standard _Of
efficiency without facing a grave financial
crisis. With the fall of Malaya in Decem-
ber 1941, the situation became more alarming
than it would otherwise have been. But
there was no other alternative, From
October 1, 1945, the school threw in its
lot with several others in the island and
entered the Scheme with the full hope
that some of the more objectionable features
would be withdrawn by the State, and
with the firm belief that the parents and
Old Boys would rally round the school, if
it was driven to grave Jinancial straits. Both
hopes were, to some extent realised.
Since entering the Scheme, the*‘thirty-pupil
rule” and the clause abofit the teaching of
other religions have been *withdrawn By
the State, while the Old Boys' and triends
of the school rallied round -their *Alma
Mater to a degree never known before’ in
-the history of ¢the institution. What the
future of the school would be under the
New Scheme is as yet uncertain.
“ Hope springs eternal in the human breast”.
With the new Parliament taking the place
of the State Council, the educational
horizon may parhaps geot brighter and a
more statesmanlike attitude brought to
bear on the educational problems of the
country. But above all else, there is the
reflection that the school which has been
built up on faith can continue in faith.

]

With the close of the financial year in
October 1944, the Orphanage had yt'cu be
closed as only four out of the thirty-three
orphans could satisfy the requirements of
the New Orphanage Ordinance promulgated
that year. It, was with the greatest reluct-

THE UNION

the school gave up this depart- ;
had been maintained at great
the conviction that the Orphan-
part of the Christian work of

ance that
ment which
cost out of
age was a
the school.

Organisations.

The first few years in the history of
the school were years of organising. During
the first term of 1940, the school was divided
‘nto three Houses —Smith, Dickson and Ward —
—commemorating the names of three revered
Missionaries, so dear to Tellippalai "~ The
Bilingual students were retained in their' ol -
Houses, the change being only in the nomen-
clature of the Houses. The House system
has been, since.its.inception, the hub round
which the school revolved. Ithas embraced
in its scope almost all the student activi-
ties in the campus. Each House is in charge
of two House - Masters, one trom the Upper
School and the other from the Lower School
and two House Captains, one for boys and
another for girls. Points are allotted, to
Houses not merely for sports and academic
achievements but also for any distirctive
contribution the students ‘may make to the
college, as for instance, taking part in a
play staged publicly or being selected for
inter-collegiate contests. The Inter-House Sp- =
orts Meet has always been a day of great

L P ol

Meet

Inter - House Sports

enjoyment to the staff and students. The fore ,’
noon of the day is generally speift in various
kinds of amusements, The Amusement Stalls
organised in turn by the Clubs and Asso-
ciations of the College.every year provide
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Champion
Houses

194043

Ward 1941

Ward 1942

Smith 1943




Houses 1947

WARD

DICKSON




Mouse Captains

SMITH HOUSE

M. Rajaratnam 1940—42 A. Marnicavasagar 1943

T. Navaratnam 1944

K. Alagarajah 1945—16

- K. . Sivalingam 1047

DICKSON HOUSE

E. Sabaratnam

1940—41

P. Kannappanayanar

1942

P. Appadurai

- 1943
. WARD HOUSE
V. E. Satkunasingam 1940—42
S. Nadarajah
1943 V. Sivasubramaniam
P, Selvarajah 1944 1945 — 46
B
‘ T. Kathirgamasegaram 1945
S. Rajaratnam 1946

S. Tharmarajah 1947

R. Arulgnanappiragasam

- 1947




House Gardens
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ample scope for fun and frolic :-mcl_ti_le
forenoon of the day is generally ?ptlm._m
these stalls. These stalls ;n‘e.‘ no[.meu‘rly
attractive but very often lucrative, bthe pro-
ceeds being devoted to some puhhf‘ cause
or to the funds of the College. The first
Inter-House Sports Meet was held on }u!y
22 1640 and although the school then did
not have a playground worthy lllf the name,
the Day was thoroughly enjoyed by students,
staff and wvisitors. Ward House el‘l‘ll"l‘;-:ft*f]
Athletic Champions with Smith House coming
a close second, while Dickson House made

The

Student Chrislian

..
.

up for its third place by winning the prize
for the best decoration and achievinz the
unique distinction of being adjudged the
House with the best spirit. Tne units of
competition being so wide in scope and
S0 varied in character, every House has a
cha}nce to win the All-round Championship
Shield awarded at the end of each year.
The Houses haye learnt that athletic pro-
wess or academic distinctions alone would
not suffice. *Final victory, they know, is
determmeq _bY a total effort and it is in
the organising and planning of this total

Movement
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effort that the House system has provided
the most valuable training to the students.

Among the first student organisations
were a Student Christian Movement Unit
and a Scout Troup. Rev. D. T. Niles, then
Evangelistic Secretary on the world staff of
the Y. M. L, A. and Mr. E. J. ]. Niles of Jaffna
College, then Presideat of the Jaffna Inter-
Collegiate Christian Fellowship, were present
at the inaugural meeting of the Student
Christian Movement held in July 1940 and
gave special addresses outlining the aims
and objectives
of the S. C. M,
Mr. C. E. Raja-
singam of the
College  staff
was appointed
the first Presi-
dent and Mas.
G. Thevatha-
san, the first
Secretary. The
Scout - Troup
organised ' by
Mr. " K. Muttu-
vetpillai - -~ and
Mr. V. Subra-
maniam of the
College  staff
was divided
into five patrols
with Mas. N.
Sivagnanaling -
: am as the first
Troop Leader. Its record of achievements at
the beginning surpassed that of most other
troops. At one time there were 4 King Scouts
and 10 first class scouts., Both the S. C. M.
Unit and the Scout Troop continue to be active
associations in College and there is little
doubt that they exert an influence for good
in the College. “The Union”, the Senior
Literary Association of the College, was also
re-organised during this period.

The organisation of the Old Boys’ Asso-
ciation in the school in December, 1940
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was an outstanding event in the early his-
ory of the schoul. The inaugural meeting
was presided over by Mr. T. C. Rajaratnam,
a distinguished son of Tellippalai, The
Association when it met for the first time
decided to raise a Building and Playground
Fund and to collect Rs. 10,000 in Ceylon
and Rs. 5000 in Malaya. A Collection
Committee was appointed which in April 1941
toured the length and breadth of the island to
collect money to meet the increasing demands
of the school. This was a brief but inten-
sive campaign during which nearly 1500
miles were covered in 15 days. 164 Old
Boys and Friends were visited and the
total subscribed amounted to Rs. 8668
in addition of the donation of an invaluable
piece of land which enabled the enlarge:
ment of the playground. The most out-
standing benefactions to the collegs during
this period were the gift of this plot of
land by Mr. & Mrs. A. Poopalasingham of
Gampola and the gift of Rs. 500 and a
set of Encyclopaedia Brittanica by Mr. & Mrs.
W. A. Clough of Tellippalai. The campaign
was continued in subsequent years. The ex-
ample set bv these pioneer benefactors
has been followed by many others, whom
we shall not embarass by mentioning names.
The College will always ramain grateful to
its benefactors for without their aid it could
not have ssen so much of its growth.

The Colombo Old Boys have been in
a real sense a tower of strength to the
College. The more recent Old Boys have
a sentimental attachment to the institution
}?&'hlch has found expression now and then
in letters, accompanied by cheques, written
to the Principal pledging support for any
cause undertaken on behalf of the College
The Principal has been invited to inaugu.-
rate a Branch Association in Colombo and

it is hoped that very soon the Parent

Association would extend its b
[ ts branches t
gc;llombol and other parts of the islan?l
ere also we count a good num
loyal Old Boys of the college, - it

Highlights

An event of outstanding
during this brief period of surv
expansion of the Industrial Dep
June 1944. Industrial Education
held an important place in the
Tellippalai ever since the time
Smith introduced it, on his
bility. in 1878, No event in th
the school, therefore, gave gr
faction to all those who had
growth of the institution t
sion of a department whi
been zn integral part of |
Tellippalai. There was also,
no doubt in the minds of
as to the worth of an Industri
the place it should occupy
tional system of the country.
ment made at the opening
try School and, the Paper
ment on June 10, 1944, the
the following observations
Industrial Education should ¢
comprehensive plan of educa

‘““One cannot but be profo
the wisdom of those who 1
in not only establishing a sch
department and a printing
aligning them in such a
mutual help and strength.
no small value to the College
the students to acquire an all 1
I hope that the establishment
ments will dispel the uny
minds of some that the
on the academic side mig
progress on the industrial
conviction that a purely indu
thrive, at least in Jaffna. |
excepting ~ under the wings
healthy school where a
cation is imparted, . We }
background and outlook of

~ The newly organised I
ment consists of a Carpentry
and Binding Departments and F
The' services of an expert fro
obtained to tun the Paper 1

ment,  while the Carpentry
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Cricket & Foot Ball
Captains

T. Navaratnam:

Cricket

. K. Alagarajah:
Foothall

K. Nagaratnam:

P. Sivagnanam: Footban Captain 1945

Cricket Captain 1942
Football s 1543

Captain 1945
e 1946

P. Appadurai:  Cricket Captain 1944

Football Captain 1942
- Cricket

1943
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M. SINNATHAMBY

who created a record in the Mile Race at the Jaffna
Inter-Col legiate Sports: Meet 1945, by covering the distance
in 4 min. 41.4 sec. and who later won the first place
at the All Ceylon Public Schools Sports Meet held in
Colombo., He was also selected to represent Ceylon at the
Indo-Ceylon Meet held in Bangalore in 1946.



cademic | )istinctions

S. Selvarzjasingam

Passed the G. S. S. C. Exam. in the
First Division, securing three dis.
tinctions,

Passed the University Entrance in q
one year from St. Peter's College,

Obtained the General Science Scholar.
ship at the University of Ceylon.

V. Sivasubramaniam
The Fiist to pass the University En-
trance Examination from the
College. el

. £ gabatatna® | e
l | g, 6. C Examine
: Shanmugam past the G. = =
- The first patch 10 |
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PICTORIAL
was put in charge of a qualitied
teacher. All students, both boys and girls,

below the J. S. C. are expected to do cer-
tain hours of work in any one of these
departments. A Red-letter day in the
history of the Industrial School was the
visit of the Governor, Sir Henry Monck - Mason
Moore on May 31, 1945. He expressed great
interest and appreciation of the work
carried on at Tellippalai and specially com-
plimented the students on the workman-
ship of the address presented to him on
the. occasion, the entire frame and paper
of which were made out of parts of the
palmyrah tree, the King Palm of Jaffna.

The Foun-
ders’ Day
has been a
family festi-
val _looked
forward to
with great
interest by
the whole
school,. A
day in the
second week
of October,
i1s generally
chosen for
this event
to synchro-
nise with

Pole

Seeacs from “The Dumb 20d the Bliod"
4 Digitized by,Noolaham Foundation.
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Scenes from “The OId Bull”

the first Missionaries,
started their work at

The celebrations of
1940 and 1941
were held on
alarge scale.
Then for the
duration of
the war the
function was
confined to
friends in
and around
Tellippalai,
though there
was the same
earnestness
and enthusi-
asm display-
ed.- In 1946
again the
celebrations
reached pre-
war proportions. The chief guests on-these
occasions were Professor C. Suntharalin-
gam of the University, Sir Ratnajothy
Saravanamuttu, the Mayor of Colombo
and Mr. K. S. Arulnandhy, the Deputy
Director of Education. The programme
generally consists of an out-door display and
a Prize -Giving at which students give items
to entertain the audience. Three English
one - act plays were very successfully staged—
“The Dumb and the Blind ” in 1940, *“ The 0Old
Bull” in 1941 and *“The Dear Departed”
in 1946. The out-door displays given—
Pole Drill, Wand Drill, Dumbell Drill, Mage

the date on which
Poor and Warren
Tellippalai in 1816.
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ching and other exercises — by both ‘bpys
and girls represent one aspect of the training
imparted at Tellippalai, which has all along
been given an important place. This branch
of the work, it may be mentioned incidentally,
is now under a specialist trained at the
Madras Y. M. C. A. School of Physical
Training. As occasions which call for a
variety of talents from the students— physical,

The American Board

intellectual and histrionic--these functions
have been of great educative value and
have amply justified the time and energy
expended on them,

No account of the Highlights of the
School_ is complete without a reference to
the distinguished visitors who now and

THE UNION

of appreciation and advice. The Rev. Ray-
mond A. Dudley, Secretary of the Ameri-
can Board, visited the school in November
1945 and was greatly impressed by everys
thing he saw, particularly by the manni
in which the pupils and staff were end
vouring to make the most out of the limi
supply of materials and equipment they ha
It is this impression probably which eve

Deputation, 1946,

the following comment which he has recorded
in the log book :

“I am delighted with this institution
and I most certainly wjsh it wel
They are making bricks without straw.”

The entire American Board Deputation

again inspired the school with their. words.arvisitedothe Schodl in' February, 1946 and it

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org .
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Mr. 1. P. Thurairatnam, B, sc, (Lond) Pf'incig‘

Mr. S. K. Rasiah (Eng. Trained) _
Vicg - '.:

Mr. M. 3. Sundaram, B sc. (Lond.)
Mr. V. D. Burder, B,sc. (Madras)
Mr. 8. V, Vyramuttu, B, A, (Cal.) L.'m.(sm

Mr. M. P Mathen, B, sc, (Trav.) =
Mr, George Varghese, B. sc. HONS. (Trav,)

Miss G. R. Chellappah. (Eng. Trained)

Mr. K. Kathiriandy, (Eng, Trained)
Mr. J. Rajaratnam, Inter Arts (Lond.)
Mr, 8. Balasubramaniam, (Tam. Pandity

Mr. A. Kulasegarampillai,
Mr, R. T. Seevaratnam

Mr, E. Rajadurai
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PICTORIAL

was no doubt an event of outstanding im-
portance in the history of the school. Their
visit, synchronising asit did with a period
of intense educational unrest in the history
of the island, gave the Deputation an op-
portunity to view the whole educational
policy of the Mission in the light of the
conditions prevailing in Ceylon and the
schools of the Mission an opportunity to
avail themselves of the mature counsels
given by a little band of people who,
though small in numbers, represented a wider
circle in America who count more than a
cemtury and a quarter of interest in Jaffna
%ind its people. In appreciation of what they
saw at Tellippalai, Dr. Coe on behalf of
the group, made the following minute :

“Only the impossible
here. We are better informed afler a
few hours here than we thought
« possible. More power to you. In fulure
your students will rise 1o bless you’.

is accomplished

*The Rt. Rev. Lakdasa de Mel, Assist-
ant Bishop of Colombo visited the College
in March 1946. A welcome in keeping with
the dignity of the occasion was accorded to
him. He was particularly interested in the
Industrial Department and made the following
observation : '

“A most wuseful work 1is being done

re and I have been much interested.
Real ingenuity and experimenlation are
in evidence. All concerned are to be
congratulated”.

Academic Development.

The history of the academic progress
of the school during this brief period of
survey is by mo means uneventful. The
first batch of students, consisting of six,
appeared for the Special Government Senior
School Certificate Examination in December
1941. Four' of these came out successful,
three gaining exemption from the London
Matric. These three followed up their suc-
cess by passiig the London Matriculation

such a degree that
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Examination in January, 1942 and the Gov-
ernment Clerical Examination that vyear.
The percentage of passes at the G.S.S.C.
Examination has been high especially in
1944, when sixteen out of the eighteen
presented were successful and in 1946 when
sixteen out of the twenty passed, one only
being referred. The quality of passes has
been uniformly good. In December 1946,
the school presented a batch for the J. S
C. Examination conducted by the Northern
Province Teachers’ Association and obtained
hundred per cent passes.

The establishment of the University En-
trance and H. S. C. Classes in Arts and
Science in January 1945, marked a further
step forward in the progress of the school
in the academic sphere. The first batch to
appear for this examination was an Arts
group consisting of three students. One of
these, V. Sivasubramaniam, whose career in
College was watched with the keenest in-
terest, was selected for admission to the
Ceylon University and has been the first
from the College to win this distinction.

Some of the achievements of the re.
cent old boys of the College have glad-
dened the heart of their Alma Mater to
they should find a
prominent place in the history of the
school. S. Selvarajasingham, who passed the
G. S. S. C. Examination in the First Divi-
sion,’ gaining  exemption from the Londofl
Matric.,” followed up his success by passing
the University Entrance Examination in one
year and securing a scholarship at the
University. Another old boy who has re-
cently won a notable academic achievement
is Mr. P. Selvanayagam who was the first
to obtain a First Class in the B. Sc.
Engineering' Examination from the Govern-
ment Technical' College. He has now ob-
tained a Government Scholarship for higher
studies abroad and has left for England in
June this year. It is hoped that many
more will follow in their wake and bring
honour to their Alma Mater.
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Sports Aclivitics

The activities of the Sports Depart-
ment, at the beginning, was considerably
crippled by the want of a playgroun_d.
This long cherished dream was realised 1n
1942 when with the donation by Mr. & Mrs:
Poopalasingham  of Gampola, of a piece of
land adjoining the College compound and
the purchase of another piece of land next
to it, enough space was found to accom-
modate a decent playground within the
premises. This playground is used for the
three main games — Cricket, Football,
Track & Field Athletics —during the differ-
ent reasons while surrounding this there
is room for other subsidiary games like
Volley ball, Basket ball, Net ball, Thatchie,
Padder Tennis, Tenniquoit and Badminton.
The playground is today the most pleasing
and prominent feature in the premises and
emphasises the important part sports and
sportsmanship should play in the education
of the pupil.

The College sent in the first athletic
team to the Inter-Collegiate Meet in August
1941, entering only for a few items be-
cause the main object was to gain ex-
perience. Young Selvarajasingham secured
a first place in the Junior Long Jump. The
style he exhibited was the subject of much
comment and reflected great credit on the
coach, Mr. V. G. George, the well known
sportsman, whose services the College was
fortunate to obtain for a short time. By
far the most spectacular achievement in the
sphere of athletics was that of M. Sinna-
thamby in 1945. He got the first place in
both the Half-Mile and the Mile at the
Jaffna Schools Sports Meet, creating a new
record of 4 minutes 41.4 seconds, for the
Mile and beating the previous record by
13.5 s‘ec.onds. He followed up his success
by gaining the first place in the All-Ceylon
Public Schools Sports Meet held in  Col-
ombo and ‘was selected as one of Ceylon’s
representatives to the Indo-Ceylon Athletic
p‘ontes} held in Bangalore in February, 1946
The College has maintained steady progress:
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in this branch of sports and has
marked fairly high among the Colleges
the Peninsula in recent years. e
A Junior Cricket Team was Org ised
by Mr. K. Muttuvetpillai in 1941 which
the following year played Second Elevetic
Cricket. Five inter-collegiate matches
played that year of which two ‘W'-&i'éh'
by the school team. In spite of she
of materials and the corresponding
in the cost, cricket matches were org
ed and played even during the war
There ‘were three fixtures for 1943. In |
for the first time the College entered %
field of First Eleven Cricket and
very useful .experience. It is gratifying
note: that the boys have - caught the spi
of Cricket and do ‘‘play the game™

The College entered for the Int
legiate Junior Football Competition in
and made a fair start by winning twoe
of the four matches played. Since then
record has not been above average.
competitions and inter-class matches
the various games have been regular
tures of the sports activities. :

Conclusion

The College today has complet_e&_ €
years of useful service to the communi
In the words of the great American p

“‘day by day the vessel grew
with timber fashioned strong and true”

Although it will take some time for
school to be “framed with perfect symn
the reflection that it has seen its years
g.rowth. in the very premises where so man
pioneer missionary movements saw tf
_begqmings, is a source of great strength ai
inspiration to those who have been ch rge
with the destinies of the Institution so t
they can now say with the poet:-
“In spite of rock and tempest's war
In spite of false lights on the shore
Sail on nor fear to breast the sea
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers and
Our faith triumphant o'er our fears i
Ate all with thee, ave all with thee, *
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The Press and The Morning Star

NE of the earliest requests made by
the Mission to the Government was
permission to operate a printing
press in connection with its work
in Ceylon. This was granted. There
however, some delay in getting to-
the press and finding a suitable
In 1820, the Board sent Mr. James

was,

gether
printer.
Garrett to take charge of this part of the
Mséssion work which had so long been put
off. He arrived at Tellippalai with a press

on August 10, 1820. Tamil types were
ordered from Calcutta and all arrangements
were made to start the work without delay.
But when the Government was notified
formally of Mr. Garrett’s arrival, the Colonial
Governor, Sir Edward Barnes, ordered Mr.
Garrett to leave the island immediately,
stating that he considered it an “imper-
tinence on the part of Americans to come
to Ceylon for missionary work since every
needed effort in that direction was provid-
ed by His Majesty’s Governmant”. A strong
protest was mads by the Mission through
the Royal Chaplain, Mr. Twistleton, against
this surprising change in official attitude.
The matter was even referred to England
in vain. On the 24th of August that year
there was another order from the Governor
giving Mr. Garrett thres months’ nolice to
quit the islan1. Th= request of the Mission
to allow him to stay on till the end of
the rainy season was turned down, Not
content with all these orders. there was
a further query on November 20, 1820
asking the Mission if Mr. Garrett had gone.
On the eve of the same day Mr, Garrett
left Jaffna, uncertain about his plans, He
proceeded to Nagapatnam from where he
went to Tranquebar where the Danish Mis.
sionaries gave him a very hearty welcome,
After a brief stay there he joined tha
Madura Mission in_Bembdy.,

(1826 — 1903 )

The Press and the supplies were sold
to Rev. Joseph Knight of the Church
Missionary Society who established it at
Nallur in 1826, This was the first printing
Press established in Jaffna. The first book
published was entitled Muththi Vali ( aég-
ad), In 1834, the government restrictions
having been withdrawn, the American Mis-
sion procured the Press again and establi-
shed it at Manipay under the direction of
Mr. Eastman Strong Minor, who had come
frem America in March that vear to under-
take this work. The Press was consi-
derably enlarged during his time. The nums-
ber of workmen increased from 4 in
1834 to 81 .in 1840. Three hand presses
were also added. Several of those in the
service of the Press were old students of
the Batticotta Seminary. The salaries ranged
from 3s. to 25 s. a month., In 1846, twenty
six of the workmen became full members
of the Church. The interest evinced by the
workmen in Church work found expression
in their generous contributions to the Church.
It is on record that during the six years
1834—1810, the workmen in the printing office
gave £ 150 for
a tower and
new roof for
the Mgnipay
Church. The
Press also un-
dertook to pu-
blish at this
time a paper,
“The Oriental
Temperance
Advocate”, the
chief organ of
the JaffnaTem-
peranceSociety
started in 1834,
On the departure of Mr. E. S, Minor, Mr.
Thomas S. Burnel succeeded him.

Vicissitudes of the Press

Mr, Thomas S. Burnell
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In 1855, on the recommendation of the

celebrated Anderson - Thomson Deputation of .

1855, that the Press should be transferred
to native management, it was sold to Messrs
Strong and Ripley. The bindery too was
sold to Messrs Dana and - Winslow. ' After
some time Mr. Ripley sold his share to
Mr. Strong. who, in turn, donated a portion
to Mr. R. O. D. Asbury, The firm was
thereafter known as “Strong and Asbury”
and from 1856 to 1903, this firm took charge
of editing and publishing the Morning Star.

In 1903, on the recommendation of the
second ~American Board Deputation . that
visited Jaffna in 1901, Rev. J. H. Dickson
then resident ‘Missionary at Tellippalai,
bought ‘the Strong and "Asbury K Press at
Manipay and grafted it on to “The Gordon
Industrial Press” at Tellippallai set up by
Mr. Yesuthasan and named after Sir Arthur
Hamilton Gordon in grateful recognition of
the help the Governor rendered which made
it' possible for Mr Yesuthasan to go to
~ America for *Eﬁdustrial training. On his re-
turn in 1888 "he inaugurated a new era of
Industrial Education at Tellippallai.

- Mr. Dickson named the new plant, “The
American Ceylon Mission Press” and under
his efficient Management, the Press made
vast strides in the succeeding years.

The Morning Star - (1841 —1903)-

In 1841, the Moining Star was started
as a {ortnightly paper. It was a Bible
verse in the Revelations that seems to have
sugg-ested the name of the paper, which
consisted of eight pages of quarto size
costing 4s. a copy. The first editors were
Messrs. Henry Martyn and Seth Payson,
The paper was devoted to “education, science
and general literature and to the dissemi-
nation of articles on agriculture, Govern-
ment and religion with a brief summary of
important news.” It was not, therefore, a
newspaper in the modern sense of the term
It was a h_te.rary production containing arti-:
cles on religion, philosophy, mathematics and

it one week in Tamil and the other

THE UNIO

ethics. A series of articles were also
tributed by Dr. Poor in the form of
to his old students. -

In 1843, the Morning Star came
directly under the control of the Mis
In 1847, the size and the subscription r
were reduced as the paper was not pa
its way and a proposal was made to |

English. But before these plans ¢
terialise, the Anderson-Thomson De
of 1855, among their other recommendz

formulated a scheme for the Star,
main features of which were, firstly
the paper was to be given over to n
management, the Mission retaining only
editorial control, secondly that English v
be discontinued and the paper printed in
only once a month. The transference
the paper from the Mission to pris
hands was recommended, not so muc
retrenchment measure as the result
a feeling on the part of the Depu
that the time was ripe for the natior
develop leadership in this direction.
really meant to be a first step in devol

As the paper was edited in the
cular and as reading matter was
scarce in those days, the Sigr had a
circle of patrons. While news from
rent parts of the world and subjegts
a practical nature generally occupied m
ot the space, the editors made it t
object in each number to announce dis-
tinctly some one or more of the t—ruth'é.
and doctrines of the Christian religion.
It was also fortunate for the Star at this
time that the Tamil columns were in turn
edited by such eminent men as Mr. Carroll
Visuvanathan and Mr. J. R. Arnold, both
illustrious old boys of the Batticotta Semi.
nary and reputed Tamil scholars, whose
debut in journalism was looked forward to
with more than ordinary interest by the
reading public of Jaffna. Mr. J. R. Arnold
In particular, had a rich fund of humour
and his ,articles were perpetual sources

249000 4 = : J
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delight to the readers. The period of
editorship of these two men may well be
termed a golden era in the history of the
Star.

After some time the English section
was re-introduced, the Missionaries taking
charge of this section. Among the English

. editors during this period were Dr, E. P.
Hastings, Rev. Thomas Smith, Dr. S. W.
Howland, Rev. R. C. Hastings and Mr.
W. E. Hitchcock. Mr. J. R. Arnold con-
tinued to be the Tamil editor and adorned
thé chair for forty years.

*The Press at Tellippalai

The newly established * American
Ceylon Mission Press” underwent a thorough
- overhauling under the special supervision
of Mr. Dickson. It began to do first class
work with its increased equipment and orders
began to pour in, not only from all parts
of fhe Peninsula but also from Colombo
and the outstations. Equipment and build-
ing, however, proved inadequate to accom-
modate the work. In 1905, the building
was completely remodelled providing for
3400 sq. feet of space as against 1038 sq. feet
previously. It is significant that the Press
received no financial aid from the Mission
but had to pay its way and also earn
enough money to equip itself and to put
up its own building. In fact, even the cost
of thé religious literature printed was paid
for by the profits derived from the com -
mercial work. The following statistics
published in 1911 shows what vast strides
the Press made during the first ten years
of Mr. Dickson’s regime :-

“In 1901, the press employed 4 men; in 1911,
_16 men, In 1901, the turnover was Rs. 3400;
in 1911, Rs. 8800. In 1901, the stock & cash
amounted to Rs. 3,615; in 1911, to Rs, 13,446

_ M. Dickson was, however, not satisfied
with this Jprogress. His ambition was to
procure more modern machines. In 1312,
he realw_,ed his ambition, when a double
demy size cylinder machine, a cutting

-
L]

*
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machine and a three horse - power Hornsby
oil engine were purchased. A large part of
the types which were badly worn out was
also replaced.

Mr. Ward succeeded Mr. Dickson in
1918 and managed the Press till 1934. In 1934,
however, after appointing a Local Board to
assist Mr. Ward, the Mission voted to sell
the Press as it had become a losing con-
cern for some years. The Local Eoard,

protested very vigorously to the Mis-
sion and to the American Board and
asked to be given a chance. This was

given and the Mission had no occasion
subsequently to regret the step it took.

Mr. I. P. Thurairatnam took charge of
the Press in January 1935 and at the end
of the year there was a fairly handsome
balance. The idea that the Press could not
pay its way was exploded. The Workshop
turned out a large amount of furniture and
school equipment and the Sales Room
recovered a good lot of arrears. Tracts,
Reports, Hymn Books and other Christian
Literature of the three Missions were
printed besides the Morning Star and
The Ceylon Spectator, a non - sectarian
paper edited by Mr. J. V. Chelliah. This
paper was discontinued the following year.
Many educational books, English and Tamil,
were also printed at the Press.

In 1936, a
PensionScheme
for workers so
long oVerdue,
was put into
operation. The
scheme was in
the hands of
the Christian
Mutual Insur-
ance Company
of India. In
1937, Mr. C. K.
Yesuthasan re-
tired after ne-
arly fifty years

Mr. V. J. Arianayagam
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of devoted service. Appreciating his ser-
vices to the Press during this long period.
Mr. Thurairatham made the following minute
in his Report for 1937.

“Ever since he re‘urned from America after training
in 1888, Mr. Yesuthasan has worked continu-
ously with a singleness of purpose and a degree
of efficiency that have been admirable and

exemplary. His mechanical aptitude, his scholar.
ship in Tamil . and his tact have steered the
Press through many difficult years. It is no

exaggeration to say that the Press is what it

is today because of him.”

In recognition of his invaluable services
to the Industrial School, the Government
allowed him a decent monthly pension
besides awarding him a big lump sumn on
the eve of his retirement. The Press, as a
gesture of appreciation, decided to augment
this pension by giving him a monthly sub-
sidy. Mr. V. ]J. Ariyanayagam, the Senior
Assistant at
the Press, was
appointed Sup-
erintendent and
holds the post
to this day.
The Sales
Room, establi-
shed in con-
nection with
the Press in
1920, continues
to be under the
supervision of
Mr. G. C. Chel-
lappah. «

M.

G. C. Chellappah

-In 1938, the revision of the Union
Series of Readers was undertaken. The
profuse illustrations in colour, a feature
which was uncommon in Ceylon in con -
ne_ction with Text Book printing, was
widely appreciated. This particular work
was put in charge of an engraving depart-
ment started in 1937,

The years following have been anxious
years for the Press, particularly as paper

was controlled and the customers began
retrenching on their stationery. But inspite
of these depressing circumstances, the Press
has gone on with the patronage of the
Mission institutions and under the able
management of Mr. Thurairatham who has
spared no pains to make the Press a place
where efficient and first class work is done
at competitive prices.

Whatever may have been the vicissitudes
through which the Press has passed, it has
always sought to fulfil the purpose of its
existence as an aid to Christian work m
this country. This aim has been steadity
kept in mind by all those who have
directed the Press at Tellippalai. The
consciousness of this purpose has been a
source of much strength and power and has
sustained the Press when fortunes fluctuated
or finances failed. That it may continue to
fulfil its purpose is the wish and prayer
of those who have watched its progress
through a century and more.

Proprietorship of the Star .

The proprietorship of the Star had in
the meantime passed through several hands.
Mr. Asbury had bequeathed it to Mr.J. P.
Cooke in 1880 and for thirty years he man-
aged the paper with great enthusiasm and
energy. A most important development with
regard to the proprietorship of the Star
during the time of Rev. J. H. Dicksomwas
a new agreement with Mr, J. P. Cooke by
which the Mission was given an equal share
in the proprietorship and management of
the paper, which naturally involved propor-
tional financial responsibilities, This was
made necessary by the fact that the paper
had got hopelessly in debt and the Press
was unable to obtain payment of its bills.
But during the first year the Mission had
charge of the finances, the accumulated debt
of years was paid off and the current ex-
penses met in full. This new agreement
gave the missien complete control® over the
English pages and a veto-control over the
Tamil pages, -
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Mr. C. H, Cooke succeeded his father
and brought to the management of the
paper his mat-
ure judgment,
wide personal
influence and
great business
ability. In 1914,
*he transferred
his rights to
the Mission on
the understan-
ding that in
the event of
the Mission re-
linquishing 1its
responsi -

‘bility, the Mr. C. H. Couke
paper should _ 5
revert to him or his heirs, In 1928,

acting on the advice of the Potter Deput-

ation from America, the Mission (rans-

ferred the management of the Sfar back to

Mr. C. H. Cooke. This was one of the re-

trenchment measures carried out during that
+ period.

In 1943, the Mission agiin tock over
the management of the Star as Mr. Cooke
felt that he could no longer manage the
paper. Mr. P. W. Ariaratnam and Mr.
Lyman Kulathungam, on behalf of the Mis-

- sion, managed the paper for short periods
after which the Mission requested the Tellip-
palai Board to undertake the new respon-
ssibility. The Board which had since 19.4
assumed responsibilities cheerfully and sub-
mitted to cuts willingly accepted this more
as a call than as a challenge. Mr. 1. P.
Thurairatnam was appointed Manager of the
Star and a new lease of life was givento
the journal. Mr. J. V. Chelliah continued to
edit the paper. In order to help Mr. Chelliah in
his editorial work, Mr. C. E. Rajasingam,

of the Staff of Union College was appoint-
ed sub-editor. :

5 Thoaq were difficult times to man-
age a jowrpal Paper was coutrolled,
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printed matter was subject to the strictest
scrutiny and above all a new Wages Or-
dinance enhanced the salaries of workmen
at a time when orders had to be restrict.
ed owing to shortage of paper. Despite
these handicaps the paper has been regularly
published. The printing and publishing of
this paper continues to be under the charge
of the Tellippallai Board.

Editors of thz Star

Among the Editors of the Siar, pride
of place should be given to Rev, J. H.
Dicksoa. who dominated the journalistic
world for nearly two decades. As a fear
less editor, he had no equal. All kinds of
falsehood, camouflage and humbugging he
hated and exposed relentlessly, His object
was to purge society of many of the ills
that had come down through the century.
This, he thought, could only be done
by a vigorous pen which called a spade a
spade. He was little afraid of the conse-
quences of his aggressive editorial policy
and tfaced them with a smile. Ue vindi-
cated the freedom of the Press with a
consistency and sincerity that won for him a
high place in the estimation of the public.
The Star throbbed with Ilife and shone
with a luminance unknown before,

The secret of Mr. Dickson’s success
was his passion for journalism and his
conviction that a good paper was an
evangelistic agency, of no small importance.
Speaking about the Mission’s connection
with the Morning Star, Mr. Dickson says :—

“1 have felt a growing satisfaction in the con-
nection which the Mission sustains to thig
journal for it enables us to place clean reading
matter permeated with Christian conceptions
of truth and right living before an audience
of not less than six or seven thousand every
week and surely this is an opportunity which
we cannot afford lightly to put aside. The
longer I am connected with the printing and
editorial work of our Mission, the more firmly
1 become convinced of its rightful claim to a
consideral le share of a missionary’s time .and
energy '
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With his heart in his job, Mr. Dickson
achieved at Tellippalai much that entitle
him to a pre-eminent place in its history.
His death ir September 1937 was greatly

lamented in India and Ceylon.

Of the Tamil editors in Mr. Dickson'’s
time, one comes across the names Mr. S.
C. Arnold and Mr. Allen Abraham, Pro-
fessor of Mathematics at Jaffna College. A
distinct  service rerdered Ly the Siar
during the editorship of Mr. Allen Abraham,
was the attempt it made to disseminate
correct information with regard to the move-
ments of the historic Halley's Comet of 1910.
Religious maniacs and pseudo-astronomers
saw in the comet an ominous phenomenon
which portended the end of the world.
This caused widespread panic in the coun-
try. But Mr. Allen Abraham by his con-
clusions published in the Star, dispelled
the fears of the people. Mr. Allen Abra-
ham’s prediction proved correct and this
won for him from London the enviable
title of the Fellow of the Royal Astrono-

mical Society.

When Mr. Dickson went on furlough
in March 1918, the Mission decided that
Mr. Miller who was then In America be
put in charge of the Tellippalai Station on
his return. But in April that year, the
Mission was informed by cable from Boston
that -Mr. Miller would not be able to take
up work at Tellippalaii The whole ques.
tion of how to provide for the work of the
Tellippalai station was, therefore, referred
to the Men's Committee of the Mission for
report at a later session. The Men's Com-
mittee recommended that Mr. A. A. Ward
be sent to Tellippalai as station Missionary
Manager of the Press and Business Man:
ager of the Morning Star, and that the
paper be placed under the direction of an
Edltorial Board elected by the Mission con
sisting of an Editor-in-chief, an Associaté
Editor in English, an Assiciate Editor in
Tamil and four others. Mr. Miller on his re.
turn was appointed Editor-in chief, My,
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J. V. Chelliah, Associate Editor in English
and Mr. C. H. Cooke Associate Editor in
Tamil. Other members of the Board were :—
Mr. Ward, Rev. G. D. Thomas, Rev. C. &N
Velupillai and Rev. G. G. Brown.

After a time, Mr. J. V. Chelliah was

appointed Editor-in-chief and, except for a 4

Mr. J. V. Chelliah

short period in 1931 when he was ap-
pointed Acting Principal of Jaffna College, in
1935 when he edited a paper of his own \
anf:l in 1937 when Rev. Dr. Isaac Tambyah®
edlted_ the Star, Mr. Chelliah continued
to-edit the paper till his death in 1947,
In f_act, Mr. Chelliah never severed his con-
nec.tlons with the Star wholly at any
period. Even when he relinquished his
duties as Editor, he now and then enliven-
ed the columns of the Ster with his
valuable contributions.

As an Editor, Mr. Chelliah held mode-
tate. views and wrote with the greatest
caption. Extremg views op apy subject of
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scurrilous attacks against person Or society
were to him matters which could not .be
reconciled with

one's concep-
tion of a Chris:
tian  journal.

This view of
Christian
journalism he
maintained
with great fer-
vour through-
out the long
period of his
editorship,

even though

his standpoint

Rev. Dr. T. Lsaac Tambyah did not win
universal ap-

proval. However, his facile pen, his

deep learning and his catholicity of out-
look® amply made up for the lack of a
vigorous editorial policy so characteristic
of .his predecessor, Rev. J. H. Dickson

But it is Mr. Chelliah’s articles as
much as his Editorials that have made
him famous. His “Events and Comments”
and particularly his “Reminiscences”, the
last of which series he wrote only a few
weeks before his death, were masterpieces by
themselves and were reminiscent of the literary
style f Oliver Guldsmith and R. L. Steven-
son, authors for whom Mr, Chelliah had evi-

. dently a particular liking. No one who read Mr-
. Chelliah’s “Reminiscences’” could have failed
to appreciate his rich fund of humour and
depth of thought. In his articles were reflected
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not merely a clear mind but a good heart.
The Morning Star owes much to this
veteran educationist, scholar and journalist
who strove in his life time to live up to
the great conception he had of his calling.

A number of people were connected
with the Tamil pages during Mr. Chelliah’s
regime as Editor-in chief. Messrs S. T.
Arnold, D. V. Nelson, Isaac Vyramuttu, J. V,
Chellappah, S. M. Kandiahpillai and Rev. G.
D. Thomas all contributed to the Tamil
columns and
served as edi-
tors at differ-
ent periods.
Now the Tamil
pages are in
charge of the
Rev. G. D
Thomas.

T s

On the death

of Mr. Chel
liah, the edi-
torial res-

ponsiblity has
fallen on Mr.
Lyman S
Kulathungam, of Jaffna College, an
old student of Mr Chelliah and one who
has served a useful period of apprenticeship
as Associate Editor with Mr. Chelliah, for
a long time. There is little doubt that Mr,
Kulathungam will keep up the traditions of
the ‘Star’ so that it may continue to shine
and shed its lustre with increased” lumi-
nance in the years to come.

G. D. Thomas

Rev.




€

pepeddypa]. ‘ssag womsyy  U0j4a)

uesIIUY

3

jo yeIs .UL.H.

249681

H T

A R



YESeAS

Noolaham Foundation.

(@]
S
<
'S
]
rom
]
o
©
=
]
©
()
=
2
]
O
)
o
o
{=

>
o
o)
o)
N
=
2
a




Lolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org*

YT







University of Jaffna
24968

ibrary

ARCHIVES J s [ ‘










