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“CoumlLgon”  uehBMeVs HLPBHSH 560 2_gaill
Cugrfiflwgns  veflumBPilu et 1971.5ub S,601(H
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Jorguduns 1975, 1982 sdu  STeosLL Biseied
CuIpGUBDIS  QamediLmi. 198586 Beomiendd,
Hphs LeOBMD  BHPRBSHHGT  GlgaT 5% EVITIY
Cuyndfwgral QuigiGummi e 1987860 (pHei
(LP&HEOTED O (HEIE Y Sy 61h Ay eiluied
JunduBuimsapd  HunBdbasinn L. 1985860  wimp.
* LIBOEEME VD BLPDG |61 SlenemtGourbay LigHe
Cugndif'wi  siemyyregmedi b PUILIOL SBULI LS| &
FhHTISHeD CuymAfiunr oeuisel wrp. LBV
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os0BsTT  GIeNFFHE)  euemiguilsd Lwemnd  GFuiGl
LIDBMEVESIDS BTaITHSHmS BUihal aIbSTT.
o UGabHT 58 euwgled 32 OIDEOBET  LILIGWILD
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QeueiiLemLwimsd CHNASmEH DiedeveuT?

ABLBCHTDID  Wmp.  LIDBMVS  HPHHH60
uulgowd 200  eupfwi  womemeuidbell LIWIETGILIID
auemduied  HianGaubsi  BHlEEMIHIAWLD  GeTens
g{ljtbljg',g MOUSSHTT. Heold Claedim (pesieImeir  wimp.
Lib&Hemevd  Hips  BveiGaubpi & 6l hHer
SIUTHEMT6D bl  emeubsin L elsuamwih
SID0HGD  Covemevsmuwit  Cugmdfwii  SHiewyyregn
Siouise  Cousmevenis  ihd  QFLH  euHSTH.
@Q’;Q')L_GUI. 1oL (BLb Hemiel_mgs LDTHKE, 611dH a3 60
Siylemsd GULPRISBLILIL L o mid) GomPlulesr
SligUiuienL_ufled 61h Ay &l i UL Hengujib,
@pmmg,_gailsﬁ 1Bein g S aienmuiluied J_SHengu b
BOIISBETE  SIbussLL  Calemesmenh 1T
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Grmullesmed d@é&ﬂu:_tg@ﬂumg SPbad Bmsdeusny
LODBBHNITHI  HeT 2 16D beuGHmGUid  QuipL L
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oleval  Ambs  UdBMES BPBHAGT  GlFTi
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DK, SIDFTT G . Guym i SIS QT
Sloisefledr wenpelemsd mmb fpbs @ Guipiufed
Crosmgemiiu b ol @h@hT el enuiu b, SIS FuImenengub
Bl um &l emiuiu jib, CuymAflwenyupd oI Grosdeorosd LDOGOTl &
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' D601 60N SO D& BEHDHE 1ot” (BLoasil
@bl 9Hes Quapenio  GaidHs 0BT GLoeD.
S\ereonilei Qamfedanit Hpeoseeiupd  SHUNT
&ng,maamsﬂmm Qepeny el @S0 auenasuled DTS
Ly 6001 &35 601 SEY BeoEindD HDbS
LIGO B a6V BILBPLD, WITLD. LeOEmeLd  BIPHIPID
el GhEhTen  HEOTHIBIL! L L sAenerupd  (Doctor of
Science), GuUITHenEIL] LsOmene0d  HIHID  CideTI ey
HEUTHAIL UL LS enEILLD aupBid  QmenyaliHBHmLD
SR HBHHIGD

[HEATI: Memorial Tribute to hounor Civil
Engineering Professor A. Thurairajah.
Published by: The Open University of Sri Lanka.
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AUGES  BOhs B,  WHiamms Fmiy,
WRASTIOTRID  Mmifeammimen, CHuwIISSH  QaTeari
Guflumh  ereimub SID(IPL 65T GuTLpeug Cureip  1Syemio
6TLDEE, BméAema.

LI LDUILIT 67 ouel-aUL &  gpTensvd &miog&ed
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: Cgmbgd”  peiGsTenL Cubm  Qgmi_ira B0l &
Slenpuiled Apiny sHenas Grplufenenr Lulsigr B.Sc ed
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&G 5N & Gomringlient GCLoBO®TeniIh
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el HevlLLIED ol eyenyuiTengnhd  &HL D M.
wEiLigupd BHpenD Gab Infie) LIGOBH 6V BIDHBHH DG F
Qaenm SyyTiFHuTed FRULLTT. Bmed OHTLTHa
TG D1 Hieopuied 196860 &6 & HIEOD
GugmAfwgremi.  M.Sc,u’L gl Heit  1grniGemmiom
sAu  LipAepHulemearub SIS Siflw
Breamauiemenit  GLyTSHEEIL LISDEBENEVE P &6V
om0l udILTT.

Cwmp. uebeemevd  HIPHD 19748 SL1(B
OamLmdw GuTg wmd euenmsd (PHETEISI ol @ghEhiT &t
ULrguBwirsead B HellLisd GupnAfwign sayb,
sevelulwed  ystefulwmh  Hiwpd  HEEOGUJTTHMLD
HLODULTHDINSHEG — SePpdai Ll  oielednbal
Hog HOLF cpFs BHHGD Dy WD eueTH
ol gh(ehiT et UL Sa1bs15H5 601 60601 (PHBBT S
oimuedssTt. LyHw euentstb, yHw Mireursid, ygHul
opfflwiasit, yHw Cugndfwisst, LHw samPuiTs,
L@fm LD SIOBEET  DIHDEHTOT U6 Gnl HIGH6T,
SU LIS,  IDTETaUTHEHHETE  uFdHssl, olBass,
agaﬂri}mfr . 6UG &) 6T, Qi gHiggent FHUT[H 6T
Cureiipeupens Hmiond@at QUTEICUBID WasF HApluns
SAG DL HGDID  HHHBHIOTUI 6T Sl
UBSHTT. Benemu HMEXIPB HLISSID UeTTHHHIHEG
SieuGy dsmeurs &60T S UILIL LT SHrGevt
mlﬁa-'mitgmrra?mm Bopbhsrr.  ue  ellifleyenyuimen(pid
ffuisend Bom  Ghig  Gosd  HTIgEND
ApluemL ugheG SIuBy  STTEIOTANT. . IRISLOTET
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HLPBH 560 “Gnehd b GLogesr” GaeuervgHrenmd
9 _(hUTUSHBE (?Uﬂ'ﬂéﬂl'ﬂwﬁ HTEOTH  BYHHSTT.
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- rgugd, eflghenmem b,
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Late Professor S. Mageswaran
B.Sc. (Cey), M.Sc and Ph.D. (Sheffield)

Late Professor Mageswaran’s untiring service 1o
the University of Jaffna from the inception as the Head,
Department of Chemistry, Senior Lecturer and Professor
of Chemistry and later Senior professor of Chemistry for
23 years and Dean, Faculty of Science for six years
forms a symbol of dedication not only to the Faculty of
Science but also to the University of Jaffna as a whole.

Born on 28% March 1942 Professor Mageswaran
~ had his primary and secondary education at the Kokuvil
Sri Ramakrishna Mission School and Kokuvil Hindu
College. He entered the Faculty of Science of the then
University of Ceylon1962 and graduated in Chemistry
with Honours in 1966. Soon after graduation he was
appointed as an Assistant Lecturer in Chemistry in the
University of Ceylon. In 1968, he proceeded to the
University of Sheffield, England from where he obtained
his M.Sc Degree in 1969and Ph.D in 1972. After
obtaining his post graduate degree he returned to the
University of Peradeniya and served there as Lecturer
in Chemistry. He was appointed as the Founder, Head,
Department of Chemistry at the Faculty of Science,
University of Jaffna in 1975 and as a Professor of
Chemistry in 1979. He served as the Dean, Faculty of
Science from March 1991 to November 1996. Professor
Mage§waran was responsible for the architecture of the
Chemistry Block in University of Jaffna. He put forward
every detail by himself and made sure that they have
been executed according to the plan. Due to this the
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Laboratories in the Department of Chemistry, University
of Jaffna are comparable to any foreign Laboratories.
Professor Mageswaran was an eminent scholar in
Chemistry. His main research fields are Natural Product
Chemistry, Synthetic Organic Chemistry and Physical
Organic Chemistry. He has published several research
papers in local and foreign journals and produced able
specialists in Chemistry, both graduates who not only
hold responsible position in Srilanka but also all over the
World. Professor Mageswaran was awarded a Travelling
Fellowship in 1978/88 by the Nuffield Foundation and a
Commonwealth Academic Staff Fellowship in 1987/88
for his research work at the University of Liverpool,
England.
' Professor Mageswaran has been a Fellow of the
Institute of Chemistry (Ceylon) and served as an
- executive member of the Educational Committee of the
Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon from 1983 to 1986 He
also served as a member of the academic council of the
Institute of Fundamental studies from 1982 to 1984 and
as a member of Research and Publication Committee of
NARESA. He served on the University council of the
University of Jaffna in 1981 as elected member and from
1991 — 1996 as Dean/ Science. He was a member of the
National Committee of SCAMAP from 1984 to 1989, a
member of the Board of Management NPAUC Vavuniya
from its inception and a member of the Board of
Management of Vavuniya Campus of the University of
the Jaffna from 1997 upto his date of dimension
. 02.02.1998.
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Late Dr. M. Kathirkamanayagan.

Dr. M. Kathirkamanayagan Wwas born on
12.12.1957 in Suthumalai, Jaffna. Kathir had his
secondary education in J/Manipay Hindu College. He
obtained his B.Sc (Hons) in Mathematics from the
University of Peradeniya in 1980 and worked as an
. Assistant Lecturer in Mathematics, in the Eastern
University, Sri Lanka during the period 1980 to 1984. In
1985, Kathir moved to United States as he was awarded
a scholarship to do his Ph.D. at the University of Texas
at Arlington. In 1988 he received his PhD in
‘Mathematical Sciences under the supervision of
Prof G.S. Ladde. His thesis was on “Study of singularly
perturbed systems” He made a significant contribution in
the theory of Large- Scale singularly perturbed systems.
Soon after his doctorate programme he did post doctoral
Fellowship at Department of Civil Engineering,
University of Toronto, developing numerical integration
schemes in boundary element problems.

Dr. M. Kathirkamanayagan came from Canada
and joined the Department of Mathematics and Statistics,
University of Jaffna as a Senior Lecturer in October
1991.

His arrival in the Department gave us the much

needé:d encouragement as we were lacking talented new
recruits for a while. |
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But in December 1992, he was compelled to
resign and abruptly return to Canada to join his family to
look after his beloved son Afojan’s illness.

He worked with us only for an year but it seems
as we had a long association with him. This is because
he influenced us in a great deal by his charming and
pleasing manners.

Kathir passed away on 08.01.1999 in Canada due
to sudden illness. We are unable to come to terms with
Kathir’s sudden demise. We always remember
"KATHIR” as  “A good Mathematician and a
Gentleman” May Almighty bless his bereaved family
with peace and his soul with eternal bliss,

Head /and Staff,
Department of Mathematics & Statistics,
University of Jaffna.
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o6 soslipde 1 aGLEHADG oibs  Sevpuled
geaevaunsand  GuIENIGLIBIHHST. e SI8sH
seopuilsd 1986 b semi® el wIHD  GHT-GHD
108010 SyeHil g oTHD  euenjuileorer 3wl
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Simnss CauemBOer HUIOBHII L. WTD. LOSHMeNDH
BIPB Gupalsd sibu e 2 _minilemns 10
AUBLMIBET SMsD audlhd Sipen ey 19900 el
eneudsTSd IDTHID 2D A&, wWirp LeLBHMED BIPS
elleugmu L dadleit “LuliflwmBpienmpulled”’ (LpFH6V
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APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE BOARD:

Convenor Secretary of the Experiments and
Extension Committee of the Tea Research
Institute of Sri Lanka, 1975 to 1979.

Member of the Research Advisory Committee of
the Palmyrah Development Board of Sri Lanka.

 Member of the Higher Degree Committee,

University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka.

Member of the N-15 Studies Committee of the
Atomic Energy Authority of Sri Lanka, 1981 —
1983.

Member of the Senate Committee on Faculty of
Agriculture.

Chief Editor, Vingnanam- Journal of Science — a
biannual journal of the Science Faculty of the
University of Jaffna.

President,  University ~ Science Teachers
Association, University of Jaffna.

Senior Treasurer, Science Student. Union,
University of Jaffna.

Chairman, Sports Advisory Board , University

~ of Jaffna.

Member of the Computer Advisory Committee,
University of Jaffna.
Head Department of Botany, University of

Jaffna, and Feb.1979 to October 1980, June 1986
to July 1989.
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-LATE PROF.NAVARATNAM

SARAVANABAVANANTHAN
Department of Forensic Medicine

He was born on the 1% April 1935. He had his
education at Manipay Hindu College and Ananda
College, Colombo. He entered the University of
Ceylon in June 1955 and graduated (M.B.B.S) in
August 1961. He worked in the Health Department for
some time and joined the Department of Forensic
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of
Peradeneya in 1966. In 1968 he proceeded to
University of Edinburgh to undergo his postgraduate
training in Forensic Medicine and obtained his degree
in DM.J. (Lond) in 1969 and MR.C.P (UK) in 1970.
After returning from UK he worked as JM.O from
1970-1977 outside the Jaffna peninsula.

Prof N. Saravanabavananthan joined the
University of Jaffna as a Senior Lecturer in Forensic
Medicine in 1980 and rose up to the position of
Professor in 1982 and Head of Departmefft in 1986.
His research works were published in both local and
international Journals. His book “Medico legal aspect
_ of injuries” is well received by the students studying
Forensic Medicine. He was selected as a fellow of
Royal College of Physicians (Edinburgh) at Kansas

City U.S.A. His merit was recognized and he won the
award.
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Prof, Saravanabavananthan worked tirelessly
for the benefit of students and the F aculty of Medicine.
The positions he had within the University and the
Community revealed his willingness to give his best
Unfortunately he died suddenly of heard ailment
in the early hours of 24 June 1992. With his demise
the Faculty of Medicine has lost a sincere dedicated
responsible and respected Professors in Forensic
Medicine. It would be difficult the avoid left by his
demise.

Dr. R. Rajendraprasad
Dean / Medicine,
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LATE PROF. V. KARUNANATHAN
Dept. of Surgery

He was born on 29.09.1931 and received his
education at Hartley College, Point Pedro, St. John’s
College, Jaffna and Royal College, Colombo He
entered the University of Ceylon in 1995. After
graduation he was appointed as a Demonstrator in ,
Anatomy to Colombo University in 1960 and in 1961
to Peradeniya University. He obtained his FR.CS
(UK) and was appointed as Consultant Surgeon in
General Hospital, Kandy., where he served from 1975
to 1981. He was appointed as a 1* professor of Surgery
in the University of Jaffna in 1981 and built up the
Department of Surgery. He is an eminent Surgeon and
also an outstanding scholar. He has discharged his
obligations diligently and regularly in the Faculty.
Senate and University Council. He was in ill health for
some time and succumbed to it in 21 March 1993. His
loss has created a vacuum in the Department of Surgery
and the Faculty is struggling to fill it.

Dr. R. Rajendraprasad
Dean / Medicine.
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Late Professor S. Selvanayagam

Late Professor S. Selvanayagam was born at =
Pungudutivu on 28" May 1932, and received his primary
education at Colombo Zahira College, and proceeded to
Jaffna Hindu College for his secondary education. He
gained admission to the University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya and successfully completed the Special
degree in Geography with second class upper division in
1959. He joined the Department of Geography,
University of Ceylon, Peradeniya, as an Assistant
Lecturer in the same year. He went on scholarship for his
postgraduate in the London School of Economics and
did his research on “The Land use of the Jaffna
Peninsula”. On successful completion of his
postgraduate programme he returned to the University
and resumed his duties in 1971. The high command he
possessed in both Tamil and English and his intellectual
calibre helped the Department of Geography, University
of Peradeniya to impart knowledge in Tamil for General
Degree Programme and even for Special Degree
Programme in conformity with the policy of medium of
instruction of the then government. He translated a
number of text books in Tamil under the auspices of the
official language Department. He obtained his Ph.D in
1971 for his thesis on “Dryzone Agriculture”

He worked as Senior Lecturer at Peradeniya till 1974.

He proceeded to Ahamad Bello University, Nigeria to
take up the appointment as |

Senior Lecturer. He returned to Sri Lanka in 1977 to
accept the appointment of
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Professor of Geographyv and Head/Geography at the
University of Jaffna.

He formulated new syllabi for geography with
particular emphasis for regional development and
social problems. While he was in the University of
Jaffna he made an indepth study on “Resources of
Thenmaradchy Division” but unfortunately due to his
untimely demise this research could not be completed.
He had innate love for preservation of cultural heritage
of our society. He organized a society for Tamilology
and actively participated in it. His contribution for the
construction of Kurunchikumaran temple at Peradeniya
was notable, His untimely death which occurred under
in tragic circumstances caused an irreparable loss to the
University especially to the Department of Geography.
University of Jaffna. ' ,

Prof.R. Sivachandran,
Head, Geography.
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Late Mr. K. P. G. Wijesurendra,
First Deputy Registrar of the University
of Jaffna.

Mr. K. P. G. Wijesurendra was born in a small
village in Kandy District and studied at Tharmarajah
College, one of the leading College in the upcountry. He
entered the University of Peradeniya and passed out with
a Hon. Degree. His favorite subjects were Pali &
Sanskirit. After passing out he joined the University of
Sri Jeyawardanapura (then Vidyodaya Campus) in the
initial stage of the Administrative Grade as
Administrative Assistant. Then he was transferred to
University of Colombo as Senior Administrative Officer.
After serving in the Colombo University he was
appointed as Deputy Registrar 10 University of Kelaniya
(then Vidyalankara University). When Jaffna Campus
was inaugurated on 06" October 1974, Mr. K. P. G.
Wijesurendra was appointed as First Deputy Registrar of
University of Jaffna (then Jaffna Campus) and assumed
duties on 09" August 1974.

After assuming duties as Deputy Registrar he
well planned the Ramanathan Block as main
administrative section of the Campus. With his
experience in Sri Jeyawardanapura University he
designed Executive tables for the Administrative
Officers as well as the furnitures for the Academic staff
and students. He has contributed a lot for the
development of this Campus with his experience
according to the funds available that time.
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After serving nearly in the Campus he went on
transfer on the same capacity to Peradeniya Campus in
‘February 1977. After serving nearly 05 month.s in
Peradeniya Campus he come back on transfer again to
Jaffna Campus. When Communal riots started in July
1977, including the Deputy Registrar as well as students,
Non-academic staff and academic staff left the Ca;npus
premises. After leaving Jaffna Campus he served in t.he
Senate House as Additional Registrar and left the service
due to ill health. He passed away peacefully in 1980’s in
his residence at Nugegoda.

Mr. M. Puthirasegamani
CSO
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LATE MR. S. KANDIAH

Mr. Sithamparapillai Kandiah’s untiring service to
the department of Chemistry, University of Jaffna from its
inception for 16 years the Lecturer in Physical Chemistry is
admired by his students even now. He was loved and respected by
his colleqaues for the deep interest he took in imparting knowledge.

Born on 16 May 1930 Mr.Sithamparapillai Kandiah had
his primary and secondary education at  Puttalai Maha
Vidyalayam, Velautham Maha Vidyalayam, Vigneswara College
and Hartley College. He entered the Faculty of Science of the then
University of Ceylon in 1950 and graduated in Chemistry with
Honours in 1954. Soon after graduation he was appointed as a
temporary Demonstrator in Chemistry in University of Ceylon. In
1956, he joined Jaffna College (Undergraduate Section) as a
Lecturer in Chemistry, In 1974, when Jaffna College
(Undergraduate Section) was taken by University of Jaffna, Mr.
Kandiah was absorbed by University of Jaffna as a Lecturer in
Physical chemistry. He was sponsored by the Jaffna College trust
to do his post graduate studies at University College in London. He
left for UK in October 1976, but had to come back in September
1979 unexpectedly due to his illness. However he continued his
research work at University of Jaffna and was awarded the M. Phil
Degree (Jaffna) in 1988.

Mr. Kandiah was loved and respected by all his students
and staff. He was dedicated to his profession. Inspite of his
sickness his attendance was regular and he hardly missed any
lectures or practical classes till his sickness forced- his early
retirement in 1989. After prolonged sickness he demised on 31*
January 1999 in India.

Head,
Department of Chemistry,
University of Jaffna.
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LATE DR. MRS . RAJINI
THIRANAGAMA |
Dept. of Anatomy. .

Born on the 23 Feb of 1954 and had her
education in Jaffna College, and Chundikuli Girls’
College Jaffna. She entered the Faculty of Medicine
University of Colombo in Feb. 1973 and graduated in
Jan. 1978. She joined the Department of Anatomy,
University of Jaffna in 1980 and did her Ph.D at the
University of Liverpool UK. She had the opportunity
of being trained under Prof. R. Kanagasuntharam, a
world renowned Anatomist. Her interest in the field of
Anatomy deserved praise. She almost single handedly
managed the Department of Anatomy and was fully
involved in all activities connected with the
Development of Faculty of Medicine besides her
commitments to intellectual freedom and social justice.

She was brutally killed on her way after
performing her official duties on 21.09.89 at about 5.45
p.m. Her untimely death at the young age of 35 is very
regrettable and her loss to the Faculty is irreparable. -

Dr. R. Rajendraprasad
Dean / Medicine
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LATE (MRS) SULOJANA
MAHENDRAN
Department of Biochemistry.

She was born on 16.09.1955. She obtained
B.Sc. Special Chemistry (Jaffna) in 1981 and joined the
Department of Biochemistry in 1985. She obtained
M_Phill (Biochemistry) in 1992. She has involved
herself in active research producing publications in
local and international journals. She has helped the
Biochemistry Department in many ways and the
Department had developed her to stage that she could
manage on her own academically. Unfortunately she
died after a physical illness on 07.03.1994.

The Faculty has lost 2 sincere and dedicated
Academic who was emerging as young scientist.

Dr.R. Rajendraprasad
Dean / Medicine.
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LATE MR.T. KATHIRKAMARAJAH

Mr.T. Kathirakamarajah was absorbed from
Jaffna College to Jaffna Campus and he assumed duties
on 01.09.1974 as a Technician Gr.II. Then he has been
promoted to Gr.I on 01.01.1981. He was awarded a
Colombo Plan British Council Scholarship in 1983 and
trained “Bio- chemical Techniques” ~at Bristol
Polytechnical College, UK for 14 months. He was
promoted as Supra grade Technician with effect from
01.01.1987. Finally he was promoted as staff technical
Officer with effect from 19.12. 1994. But he passed
away on 13.10. 1995 while on duty on the eve of his
assumption of duties to Staff Technical officer.

During his period he took part in many field trips
and was master in Taxonomy. He had assisted many
Research Publications - in the Department. The
Department of Botany wished to record its deeps
appreciation of the services rendered by Mr. T.
Kathirkamarajah.
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LATE Mr. S. MARKANDU

Mr.S. Markandu was absorbed from Jaftna
College to Jaffna Campus as Laboratory Attendant
(Lower Grade). He was one of the founder member
Department of Botany. He was a keen, obedient and
hardworking person in the department. He participated
many field trips and helped us many research work and
students’ practical classes. He was promoted as Lab.
Attendant Higher grade with effect from 01.01.1982.
He enjoyed the long service Allowance with effect
from 01.06.1983.  Unfortunately he expired on
23.02.1990 and the departments of Botany wish to
record its sympathy of the services rendered by Mr. S.
Markandu.

54



ﬁ Byehoad
Mr. K. THIRUNAVUKARASASU,
LABOURER GR 11.

- Mr. K. Thirunavukarasu joined as Labourer on
01.01.1981 at the Department of Anatomy, Faculty of
Medicine, which was housed at Kaithaddy Siddha
Medicine, which later shifted to the permanent building
at Adiyapatham Road, Kokuvil.

He hails from a respectable family from
Karainagar. During his stay here he was very genuine,
respectful and obedient. His relationship with the staff
and students were good. Due to his illness he resigned
from his post with effect from 01.01.1999. Soon after his
termination from this office, he passed away on
16.02.1999.

The departmeni staff still remembers his moments
shared with him.

May God bless his soul.

Head/Anatomy, |
Department of Anatomy,
Faculty of Medicine.
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LLATE MR. MUTHUSAMY
ARIYARATNAM

Mr. Ariyaratnam was born on 8" December
1941 and educated at Hindu College, Manipay. He had
his higher education in Electrical Engineering at
Government  Technical College, Kandy. Mr.
Ariyaratnam entered the University service in June
1961 as a Laboratory Technician (Gr.III) in the
Department of Chemistry, University of Ceylon,
Colombo. From there he moved to the new campus of
the University at Peradeniya in August 1961 and served
this University for nearly sixteen years as a Laboratory
Technician (Gr.IIl and Gr.II) . During this period, in
1974/75 he went on a UNDP Scholarship to the
University of South Wales, Australia and followed a
course in postgraduate research techniques in
Chemistry. For more than a decade Mr. Ariyaratnam
was in overall charge of all the laboratories in the
« Chemistry Department of the Peradeniya Campus.

The Department of Chemistry of University of
Jaffna was fortunate in getting the services of Mr.
Ariyaratnam from 1977, when he came here with the
rich experience of Chemi stry Laboratory administration
that he had gained at the Peradeniya Campus. '

In the University of Jaffna, he served as a
laboratory Technician (GrI) from 1977 to 1983. In
1983 /84 he went on a scholarship under the C- Plan
TCT Programme to Bristol Polytechnic, United
Kingdom to follow a course on Instrumentation and
Scientific Glass blowing. In 1983 Mr. Ariyaratnam was
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appoii}ted as a Staff Technician of the Department of
lChermstry, University of Jaffna and he passed away
in October 1987 under tragic circumstances.

Apart from his normal duties, he helped the
Chemistry Department of the University of Jaffna for
its advancement in numerous ways. From the inception
of the University of Jaffna, Mr. Ariyaratnam willingly
helped the Department of Chemistry in procuring
equipment and chemicals, even though he was attached
to the University of Peradeniya during that time. He
has been responsible for the overall supervision of the
New chemistry building and he has helped to design
the new Chemistry Laboratories with necessary
facilities. Also he helped the department and its staff
members in improving their research activities at the
postgraduate level and in establishing valuable
interaction with the industries in the Northern Province.
The University of Jaffna, at its Convocation held in
1988, conffered on him posthumously, the honory
degree of Master of Scince, in recognition of his loyal
and dedicated Services.

Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam.
Dean, Facuity of Science.
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MISS VATHSALA PONNUTHURAI
B.Sc. (Jaffna)

The Science Faculty of the University of Jaffna
mourns for the demise of Miss Vathsala Ponnuthurai
who was a student in the Science Faculty for the period
1983-86.

Miss Vathsala Ponnuthurai has been a student of .
high calibre and had a meticulous approach for the
completion of any assignment given in her charge. She
completed her final examination creditably and made
every attempt to ameliorate to do her knowledge even
after her graduation.

Although it would have been possible for her to
secure a suitable appointment of her choice, she was
determined to pursue her higher studies and continued to
do professional course along with her interest in science.

Miss Ponnuthurai would have been of great value
to .the society and to the University  in
general. Unfortunately she was snatched away suddenly
under tragic circumstances, about which all of us are
shocked and worried.

We join thousands of people in appreciating the
devotion, dedication, sincerity and simplicity of Miss
Ponnuthurai.

Prof. V. K. Ganesalingam.

Dean, Faculty of Science. %

(In memory of late Miss .V. Ponnuthurai her parents had
established a scholarship fund in the Faculty of Science,)
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