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m‘essage ﬁrn:n Q)r. dgacliu‘lin ?’(Zallmucl,

Minister of Education on the occasion of the

Silver Jubilee-J/Delft Maha Vidyalaya

I am pleased to send this message to the Jubilee Souvenir on
the occasion of the celebrations of the Silver Jubilee of your school.
I am glad to know that this schoel, which is situated in remote Delft
had contributed a great deal _towards the education of the children of
Delft and to the development of that area. Though your location is
remote, I am told that quite a few of your students have done very
well and have ecarned a name for your school.

[ am aware of the interest people in your area show towards the
education of your children, and I hope your school will develop further
and serve the needs of your area.

With best wishes.

Dr. Badiudin Mahmud,

Colombo.
16-T-72



sorisTaIDImMS GHFul Guymar o giniari
o Wi, ®1. Qur. FISHOTD SlaiiHailsT
Qp@i8e wrelgHurawid Qauerefl dprs QasrarLm@arg WLGHS
wRpsREelug. Qsarp 25 Yaw@serTs QS wisenss @55 o585

wrewh U gopselsn QgTeawc.Tnyp e pgieTerSl. @ereoyd @) gy Cogyid LI
siwpsaiiey QFsTaErL_THHVUSDEG (LU Geu eior PLb.

CuréGaurey amiiliysser Gonhs @6 Sgyerer @CrQwr® wral &5
wreussse Ceaewgu euriiliL)ssderub ws ety Suarhsd QsT® 58
2 sags Qerdumoursg. @55 wradsHuTwuses wpewr Gar ) mLoenL_wsdF
Qeiing hGr QuHBMia@sd LIGHDL LDITENTaT S@LD BT el L6 » @ & mew(®
stng Qoririps Qg Gaew@L.

@i wredsPureousms aaaTs smpsaigb HopaTar R wrel &
Surawnrs Hs5GuUSHG qTOCRTHHL IJUWITTLG e enppliBurinrs !

@uQurws @wwredsfureowsfed sL@buTHIbd HPumh YA
&entb @bwralsPuTousens wparGar Hpwea_wE QFlio s DETS @ DHDILDULIL 6T
uenflur Doyeu g UTTTL L 55555. @ wradlsPurewwsglar 2 ompiiCatu 3)é
Belleir  auripayh euerepth  Qufigid sEPwyer@saruams BT @®d  eTeTgYLD
wparwed ueeflydGeamwrs ! eamrps wreldFHwreuwd !

&m. Gumr. @5 Herib
Gavovdamr . @rss

15-7-72




mossuqe iﬂmm the &eqiom;l Director o:ﬂ Sducation

Education Department,

Jaffna.
28th July 1972

I have great pleasure in sending this message on the occasion of the
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Delft Maha Vidyalaya.

Delft is one of the furtherest off-sh?r-te Islands and has mI tl:ie p:tf:ut;':;g
i d from the mainstream of social activity of.' our country. .t is : :
i o that this part of the country remained backward in the fleld. o
=4 !U_rpml‘ﬂ:‘th the introduction of the Free Education Scheme and the cstal?hsh-
t‘-dDCltl(;B(-} velrnment Schools in backward areas to provide equal cducat-xox?al
2:?[:&:: fo: all children, the long felt cduca-tional -needs of Delft was satisfied
when a Junior Government school was established in January 1946.

From a small beginning with 23 children, this school has now flo'wered
in the fullness of time into a Maha Vidyalaya with as many as 550 children
and having classes in Arts, Commerce, Handiecrafts and Science streams present—
ing students for Advanced Level Examinations.

The scheol could new proudly count a number
various professions and in other walks of life,
acknowledge what their Alma Mater has done for them. This achievement was
possible because of the devotion and dedication to the cayse of education by

the Principals and Staff-past and present- and the coopsration extended to the
Department and the school by the parents and well-wishers.

of its old students in
who will mo doubt gratefully

At a time when we have introd
curricula to transform the education
suit ths economic and social needs of
school will be in the forefront in imp
fruits of this scheme will be fully enj

uced far reaching

reforms in the school
imparted to be me

re meaningful and to
the country, | have no doubs that this
lementing the pew Programme and the
oyed by the people of the area.

I wish the celebration

s all success and assure all support
of the Department for thas

G and assistanee
school to fulfi] 1ts cherished goal.

E.vV. Abayasekarq
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OUR FOUNDER PRINCIPAL

C.V. EDWARD NAVARATNASINGHAM Esqr.
17-1-1946—31-7-1964
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When You are in Colombo

SHOP at

CHANDRA GROCERIES

GENERAL MERCHANTS

NO. 480 HAVELOCK ROAD,
COLOMBC-6

All your Requirements of :
GROCERIES, PROVISIONS,
SUNDRY GOODS, ICE CREAM
FROZEN MEAT. VEGETABLES.
BABY FOODS, BATTERIES. &
DAILY NEEDS, Etc,
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Today we proudly cclebrate the Silver Jubilee of
our instilution.

Our area, which was an economically backward
one was languishing for want of euucatienal facilities,
when in 1946 a ray of light appeared on the horizon.
Under the educational scheme drawn up by the Father
of the Free Edueation, Dr. Kannangara, this institution
was set up. An energetic, go-getting youngster,
Mr. Navaratnasingham, was appointed the first Principal .
His devotion and skill helped to build up the institution
and produce scveral talented youngsters. He will always
live in the hearts of the pupils who were fortunate
enough to pass through his hands.

When our school was founded, it had no permanent
building or land of its own. Mr. S. Nagendra, the
former V. C. Chairman generously offered his help to

overcome these shortcomings.

Nor can we ever forget the devoted service renderd
by pioneer teachers like Pandit N. Kandiah, Mr. M. A.
Kandappu and Mr. K. Selliah. This is not to be little the
services rendered by the other teachers who succeeded

them.
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Christians.

Originally only Arts subjects were taught in our
school. Today Science subjects, Commerce and Handi-
crafts are also taught here. We have classes frown the I st
standard to the University Entrance. There are 22
teachers on our staff today.

Qur past pupils are rendering distinguished service
in different parts of the world. When we think of the
doctors, engincers and teachers produced by our school,
we cannot but bow our heads in grateful homage to
our Alma Mater. :

' We are gladdened at the thought that an Old Boy
is the Head of the institution today. Most of the pre-
sent teachers are themselves Old Boys.

A heflvy burden has been cast upon me as Editor
One to limitations of space I have been reluctantly com -
peted to exclude several excellent contributions

My thanks are due to all
. the contributors
wfhoh.havc lavishly given financial help for the éuzl]li tl:‘osc
s .
this Souvenir, all our advertisers » our block n:(:alclml
-makers

G :
nanams studio, and last but not least i
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My

Reflections

C. V. E. Navaratnasingam
Our founder Principal

It is with a profound sense of
happiness that I send a small account
of my reflections on a period, Icon-
sider, the best in my life-eighteen and
a half years in Delft-on this joyous
occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary
celebrations of Delft Maha Vidyalaya.
It was my privilege to start this
Institution as a Government Junior
School under the Kannangara Free
Education scheme and subsequently
to have it raised to the status of a
Maha Vidyalaya. Nostalgic memories
come flooding to my mind - indelible
memories of the island and its people,
of the school and its teachers & stud-
ents

In 1946, Delft was a different
place. Here was a large isolated island,
almost cut off from the mainland,
accessible only by a tedious and
hazardous sea-route. The climate was
unfavourable and the natural resourses
limited. Here was a people who were
surviving with the bearest minimum
of facilities as regards food, health
care, transport and education. They
were enduring all their hardships,
patiently suffering in silence. But they
were a good, friendly and simple
people who welcomed visitors with
open arms. They also hungered for
one thing-decent school where their
children could be educated.

It was a challenge to me, challenge
that I took up with pleasure, be-

cause I realised that all the in-
gredients essential for success Were
already there. The people were in-
telllgent and the youngsters were

talented. Their talents had to be tapped
and had to be shown and guided in

the right direction. It is said that
education has for its object the for-
mation of character. With this in mind,
and with the ideals of religious train-
ing, hard work, discipline, sports-
manship and team work as keynotes,
I set eut promptly to tackle the task
that was ahead.

Our work bore fruit soon and
our hopes were realised. One by one
the talented youth of Delft began to
excel in every field studies, sports,
music, dance and agriculture. And
teday this institution can count among

its  Alumni, Doctors, Engineers,
Accountants, Veterinary Surgeons,
Graduates in Science, Arts, Music

and Dancing, Trained Teachers, Clerical
Servants and Agriculturalists - men and
women of character. All this could
not have been accomplished but for
the tremendous help that I received
from the Government which helped to
erect buildings and equip them, the
people who pitched in to help when:
ever they were called took a keen
interest in the school, the staff who
toiled unceasingly and gave their ful-
lest co-operation and the students who
drank deep of the fountain of know-
ledge that were opened to them-they
sometimes walked five miles to school,
wore tattered clothes, went without
lunch-but they did not cease for a
moment in their search for knowledge.
As 1 sit here and reflect on these
twenty-five years, I am filled with a
deep sense of satisfaction.

Now 1 take this opportunity to
address the people of Delft, the Old
Boys, the gtaff and the Students of

Delft Maha Vidyalaya.



The enterprising people of Delft
will go far, but they must make more

sacrifice, so that their children may

prosper.

The Old Boys must
their Alma Mater and must
at least once an year to the Institution
and contribute to the well-being of
their old school.

The teachers, whose function is
among the noblest, must always re-
member the saying, ‘‘A teacher affects
eternity ; he can never tell where his
influence steps’.

never forget
return

63, K. K. s. Road, Jaffna.
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As for the students, I say, ‘‘Haye
faith in your school-specially now the
Principal-your man, an Old Boy of
this school, a member of the staff for
several years—knows what is best for
you; be proud of your school; do
not feel bad that your school is not
among the biggest or oldest schools

in the country. If you do your part
well, you will find that your school
is as good as any other and you will
be proud to claim that you were
associated with Delft Maha Vidyalaya—
as 1 do today.




A Person who

By an

Delft, oh!. it was a place for
punishment to our Government Depart-
ments; inconvenient island to work for
‘self—convenice seeking’; idle place for
‘actives’; poor island for ‘fortunates’.
But to Navaratnasingam, popularly
known as ‘Navam’, it was a place to
work, it was an island to serve, it was
a prece of land to develop and it was a
place to teach for eighteen long years.

He came to our island in 1946.
Since then, he was more an out-
sider. He was a friend of every home;
a teacher of every youth; a pioneer
of every development; an architect
of every major industry; and a
guide to every one. To any outsidder
who thought of visiting Delft, there
was alse one Navaratnasingam to receive
him and to look after his interests; to

no

any local man there was the ‘influen-
cial master’ to help him. To all his
pupils he was the proverabial friends.

To his teachers he was father - like in
his advices and friendlike in his move-
ments. If it was a function in one of
his associate’s home, oh ! he was the
hero of the day.

He was the embodiment of various
lessons to his pupils and staff. With
his simple half - sleeve shirt and verty,
he taught simplicity to the true sense
of the word. The appzarance of the
Head Master of the old Junior school
housed in temporary ‘cadjan Koddil’

and the Principal of the new Maha-
vidyalayam housed in a spacious and
beautiful buildings was the same.
Changes occured in every aspect but
Bot in his philosophy of hfe in the
school.  He respected ‘mar’ but not

the ‘rank’.

served us most

old boy

Sense of duty is yst another lesson
he taught by way of his living. Many
a time he missed the ence-a'day service
launch and crossed the sea of Delft in
‘Katamarams’ to keep in touch with
the Department of Education. It was
well known at least to the Examination
Department how he crossed the rough
sea when a storm was expected and was
about to risk his own life, in a simple
fishing boat to be punctual at an exa-
mination cenire. When there were
Government seivan's seekining aeroplane
serviee to discharge their duties, there
was a school master in an isolated
island, in the name of Government
servant, seeking the services of Kata-
marams and fishing boats to discharge
his duties.

His life is Gandhian
with Garibaldian

in character
boldness. He did

everything in the name of God. He
thought twice before he plunged into
any action. Such actions will always

be successful.

Some get pleasure in ‘drinks’; some
get pleasure in ‘smoke’; yet some others
get pleasure in cinema etc. But these
pleasures did not attract Navam. The
money which others smoked and drank
was spent on educating several intelligent
youths. When he started educating
them, the only relationship he had with
the yeuth was their intelligence. His
keen observations on every pupil made
many mischievous truants Government

servants. Had he limited his relaiion-
ship with his pupils within the four
walls of the school, the mischievous

truants might have been turned out te
be law-breakers rather than Government
servants. Their intelligence would have



been more concentrated on Jaw-breaking
than on studies. He presumed himself
as a missionary in the god’s mission cff
teaching and hence he was true to his
job. As such his name would certainly
go among the names of the galaxy_of
great school masters.

When we the people of Delft, look
back our developments and advancements
we come to a conclusion that the Maha-
vidyalayam has played a great role in
them. So who was responsible for it?

*

Was it not the head of the school whg
steered it towards this  direction?
Indeed he was the silverliving in the
clouded atmosphere of Delft in latter
forties and early fifties. Hence during
that pc[iod of 18 years, he was the
hero of our literature, the lexder of
our literature, the leader of our move.-
ments, the beacon of our English
education and his name will certainly
go down into our history =&nd his
services will be ever green in the
memory of the faithful people of Delft.
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Wise men everywhere are agreed
that it is the Co-operative Movement
alone which holds the key to human
progress.

The Ceylon Co-operative Movement
is about 60 years old. It originated
as the Credit Movement aimed at
relieving rural indebtedness. In
course of time it expanded into other
fields like agriculture, marketing,
consumer service and industrlal pro-
duction. Todav the Goveroment’s
declared policy isto make Co-operation
the instrument of economic and social
development.

The Co-operative Movement is the
sele one capable of bringing about an
economic and social revolution peace-
fully, without bloodshed. It also aims,
above all at. a spiritual and moral
revolution. Each for all and all for
each is its motto. That is why it has
been truly called a ‘dharma’, a way
of life.

Under the Co-operative reorgani-
sation scheme carried out by the
Government, the large multipurpose
Co-operative is intended to be a people’s
®rganisation serving the people’s

Cooperation

The Key To Human progress

by
P. Kathiravelu, s. c., J. P. U. M.
President, Pungudutivu M. P. C. §.

economic, social, cultural and moral

needs.

If the new large primaries fulfil the
aims of reorganisation, they will
usher in the era of jana sakti-people’s
power

The Governoment’s Five Year Plan
has assigned a key role to the Co-opera-

tive movement. Regional Development
Schemes (to be implemented through
the District Development Councils)

Co-operative Farms, Agricultural
Devlopment, Small Industrics, Fisheries
Housing Schemes these are some of
the major obligations cast on the
Cooperative movement by the Five-Year
Plan. It goes without saying, therefore,

that the new mutlipurpose societies
have been cast in the star role by
the Government’s Five-Year Plan. If

the members of the Boards of Directors
and the employees of these societies
serve the people will a sense of integrity
and dedication, there is no doubt
whatsoever that the people will prosper
in every sphere.

It is all important, therefore, that
the Co-operative Movement progresscs
and flourishes. Its progress is the
progress of humanity.



Rome was not build in 2 day

Dr. J. S. A. Jeyaratnam
B.V.Sc. & A. H. (Pakistan)
(Govt. Veterinary Surgeon, Kayts)

Anyone attempting a task of great
magnitude may be beset by (two
temptations impatience and discourage-
ment. He starts with great hope and
enthusiasm but, on finding that the
task will take much longer tkan he
thought, he becomes impatient and
scamps the work to get it finished.
When he sees the numerous difficulties
to be overcome, he becomes dis
couraged, relaxes his effort or aban-
dons the work as hopeless. As a
check to his impatience and as a
cheer to his discouragement comes in
the old proverb, ‘‘Rome was not
built in a day”. To build this great
city it took several centuries. In the
same way a task really worth doing
cannot be done quickly or easily. Slow
progress must not make us impatient

and even a mountain of difficulijes
must not discourage us.

‘A youth is ambitious to become
a fine athlete. Heis of opinion that
a few days practice will make him

a first-class bat or a dynamic centre-
forward.

_ But when he realizes that it will take
him months and months of practice

and hard training, he becomes im-
patient and discouraged. To such q
youth the proverb says, ‘‘Be patient.
Rome was not built in a day”.

Another youth makes up his mind
to become a great scholar. He
devotes himself in real earnest to
his studies. But the more he learns,
the more does he realize that he hss
still more to lecarn. As he proceeds
with his studizs, the subject enlarges
and the difficulties faced become

more and more insurmountable. He
now understands that it will take

him several years of hard mental

toil to reach his goal. He becomes
disheartened  Then the same old
proverb has for him this word of
cheer, “‘Be not discouraged, for
Rome was not built in a day”’

This proverb is never meant to
imply encouraging laziness or pro-

crastination. The idler, when remons-

tra‘ted for his lack of progress, may
gaily reply, ««Ap, well!  What more

¢an you expect of me? Rome was
not built in 5 day”
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Delft and Development

A. C. Sebanayagam, c. 4. s.
D. R. O. Delft.

To put the subject in proper per-
spective it would not be inappropri—
ate to mention here briefly the his-
torical aspects that led to the need
for development of the country rapidly
to avert the unprecedented social and
economic crisis that is fast
approaching.

Till now our economy depended
mainly on a tripod tea, rubber and
coconut a legacy left by our colonial
masters It worked well for a time
when these export crops fetched a
fair price in the world market, There
was enough profits to import the
country's requirements of food and
other articles. There was not much
of unemployment. The population was
manageable.

However due to a cumbination of
adverse trends in world trade and the
rapidly expanding population with
mourting uvnemployment created many
complex problems which had reached
crisis proportions. The moment of truth
had come. Either we decide te work
hard on a planned programme or wc
perish. There is no alternative. The
whole country must develop according
to the availability of resources. The
five year plan was drawn up and
placed before the people in the hope
that there wculd be full participation
by the peojle.

Development should conform to the
genius of a people. Each arca has its own
special features,. It is with this in view
tach village committee arca is made a
Development council area. The De-
velopment council which consists of
Tepresetatives of local bodies, co-oper-

atives, rural development societies.
cultivation committees etc is given the
responsibility of formulating proposals
for development of the area taking
into considerations the availability of
local resources like Land, Labour, raw
materials and other special skills.

As far as Delft is concerned the
development council has to contend
with certain serious inherent limit-
ations like lack of water resources
and agricultural land. Hence a number
of schemes proposed ceuld not satisfy
certain conditions stipulated and thars-
fors rejected ‘as not economically
viadle projects. However there is no-
thiig to dsspair. There are other ways
of developing the island provided
there is reorientation in the tradi-
tional thinking and values what is
necessary is the inculcation into the
minds of the younger generation the
dignity of labour and the willingness
to do any job that comes their way.

There is no indication of any
serious scientific sarvey of the islands
topography, its soil and other mineral
resources having been done by com-
petent persons which could have been
helpful to the Development council.
However from a Layman's point of
view one cannot fail to absorve the
sea around and hence the vast potential
for its devclopment. The government
has given high prority for the develop—
ment of fisheries and it is a matter
for great satisfaction that Delft has
been selected by the government as
one of the few primary society areas
in the country. Work is proceeding
at a fast pace in this direction. The



y appointed a

d .
government has alrea ly for Delft.

Fisheries Inspector exclusive

Yet another area of development
would be a planned programme of
planting more palmyrah and -coconut
palms. The soil is ideally suited for
these two palms. If every student
takes vpon himself the responsibility
of planting and caring for one each
of these palms every year for the next
five years in his own home they can
collectively transform the economy qf
this island within a generation. It is
most unfortunate that the people have
still not realised the potential of these
great palms.

There are also others who opine
that an industry based on the lime
stone found here could make a viable
enterprise. The results are awaited
from CISIR on the samples' of lime
stone’ sent for analysis. One should’
be cautious in starting such industries
as continuos supply of lime stone’
should be ensuredto feed the i dustry
lest they becomie white elephants,

The territorial engindering service
is now working on a scheme to exclude
the sea water during floods and high
tide from getting into the land through
the various channéls right round the
is‘;hnd by a system of sluice gates.
Simultanéously theéy are also deepening
the farks to conserve raip water, By
this twin méthod they hope to level
up t_he Water tablé so that it could be
possible to cultivate the lands close to
the_ tanks by reducing Progressiyel
the salinity eontent of the goil. X

Animal husbandry is already an
established occupation of thF people
here: However it is not being done
systematically. The anim.als are not
properly cared for. Quite a large
number of them are. left to fend for

themselves. becoming . victims of stray.

dogs and causing problems: for. other
people. A sustained effort should. be
made to develop. more pasture land

and grassland: It might be possible.

to- do this once the salt. water exclu-
sive scheme becomes a reality,

Though the' development council
could not' formulate acceptable propo-

sals due various limitations the service

of the various
are availlable

departmental
to advice

officers
the people

on the management and maintenance
enterprise onm

of their individual
modern scientific methods.

It is the youth who should
increasingly: shoulder the responsibility
of developing their own island. The
teachers could do a great service in
guiding their charges to channel their
energies in the Proper direction.

These are theref,rs som: of the
prospects facing (l;a p:opl: of Dalft
What is necessary is the coordinated and
Co-operative endecavoyr of the whole
community to develop their own island
according to theijr own genius. With

dedication and hard work success is
assured.

&




Religion and Man

P. Benedict
(Teacher—Palaly)

Let me at the very outset define
Religion. Religion is the Dbend
uniting man and God. It is a bond
that entails many mutual relationships.

To understand more easily the
role of religion in man’s life, let us
observe the phenomenon of religion-
We can say that religion is as old as
man himself. Man has always been
conceiving of a being superior to
himself, Supreme Being. The primitive
man considered natural forces like
thunder, wind and fire as Gods. That
was because his mind was but
infantile. But as he became more
civilized in thc course of time, his
mind grew more mature and his
conceptions of God evolved. His
God was no more the impersonal
forces of nature but a personal
super-natural being, an absolute being.
Consequently his attitudes towards
God-in other words, his religious life-
changed from servile. fear to loving
union. What is interesting about
this phenomenon is that whenever
human communities existed, however
cut away they might have been from

one another, there ecxisted also
religions.
What shall we say about this

phenomenon, this innatetendency in
man. Can we discard it as a mere
illusion or imagination? The denial
of a universal natural experience of
man would amount to the denial of
the reality of man’s existence itself.
We have only one judgement to make.
Religion is so natural to man that it

is necessary for him.

A moral code without religion has
no solid foundation. [t crumbles
undsr the wultimate question ‘why’.
Social life then becomes impossible.
The individual will no more be a
person endowed with moral freedom,
but a mere number. Justice would

have no place in the struggle for
existence. The guiding principles
would be **Might is right’” and

««Survival of the fittest’”’—which prin-
ciples befit only the irrational world.

The lives of people who deny God
and religion might seem coatradictery
to what we have just said. But
ultimately they too have a religion.
They are committed to an absolute
value, if not to an absolute person,
Therefore in the heart of hearts even
they have some sort of religion.

Man is a complex being. Besides
his body he has spiritual faculties.
like intellect "and will. There is in
him a hierarchy of values in which
the spiritual reality is superior to
the physical. No amount of physical
joys can quench this spiritual thirst.

The lives of the sages and saints
of various religions bear witness to
this truth. Only religious experience
can do it.

Modern psychology supports the
idea of religion. On one hand it
reveals the growing conscicusness of
the individual about the importance
of his being a *person’. On the other
hand, it has discovored that the
individual self is open to ‘the
other'. This openness is an infinite
capacity which is perfected by giving



the self to the ‘other’ and receiving
from the other. The finite ‘other’.
is incapable of exhausting this infinite
capacity. Only an Infinite other can
give it a total perfection.

This is actually what religion does.
Let us consider the greatest religions
like Hinduism and Christianity. Hind-
uism presents three ‘Margas’ to reach
the Infinites Karma marga-the way of

action; Gnana marga-the way o
knowledge; Bhakthi marga-the way
of devotion. Christianity presents Christ
-marga, the way of Christ, namely
equality, brotherhood, love and servige,
They all aim at the same thing Moksa-
union with the Infinite.

Without religion, human life would
be meaningless, impossible and a big
void.
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Our Hero of the Space-Age
P. M. J. Antony, B. Sc.

“That’s one small step for me, but
one giant leap for mankiad™.

The three men of the apollo 11
chosen for the moon voyage were Neil
Alden Armstrong, Edwin Eugene Aldrin
and michael Collins. Two of them Arm-
strong and Aldrin had actually walked
on the moon. The commander of the
apollo-11 spacecraft was Neil Armstrong.
I have selected him as my most un-
forgottable eharacter ever in my life.

Neil Armstrong, a quiet, thought-
ful man with a sense of humor; and
is known as a man of few words; He
was born on the 5th of August 1930;
near a small tcwn Wapakoneta, Ohio,
in the middle west of the United Siates.
Armstrong’s love for flying developed
early in his life. When he was six
vears old, he went for a airplane-ride
with his father. Next year he began
to build model airplanes, and this acti-
vity continu:d for several years.

He shone well in his school too,
and advanced quickly, doing especially
well in science. and mn.athematics. He
worked at Wapakoneta’s small airport.
paying for his own flying lessons. He
obtained his pilot’s permit even before
he received his permit to drive a car.
Besides these activities, Neil was look-
ing at the stars through a neighbours
telescope. At the age of 17 Neil went
to Purdne University in Indiana, and
left after two years to become a pilot,
with the United States Navy. At the
age of 19, he has: gone on many
military flights during the Korean War.

Two nights before the launching
of arollo - 11, he made his final public
appearance on National Television. He
was asked questions by four news

I¢porters selected from the 3.000 present.
eil appeared slightly nervous, choosing

his words with care. Asked if he had
any fears about the flight, he replied,
that though fear was not an unknown
emotion to him, he had no fear of
begining the apollo - 11 flight

Before the journey Neil had spent
many hours in models of the command
Module and Lunar Module. Thus he
was able to practice every part of
the 8 day flight-launching, earth-orbit
operations, rocket firing entry into
lunar-orbit, landing on the moon,
launching from the moon and return
to earth.

When the lunar module approched
the landing area of the moen, at a
speed of 20 feet a second, until it
was almost directly. over the selected
spot (‘'sea of Tranquillity”) at a
height of 300 feet, neil discovered the
moon surface was full of large rounded
rocks For about 90 seconds Armstrong
searched for a clear spot to land In
the descent engin, with litile fuel left,
he had only a few seconds left to
m:ke his landing or to return, by
firing the ascent rocket to the Command
Module. He was very calm, as he
continued to look for a place toland.
He eased the Lupar Module down
slowly, wuntil a blue light on the
instrument board flashed to indicate that
the five-foot long feelers on thre ef
the legs had touched the surface.

Although Armstrong is known as &
man of few words, his heartbeats told

of his excitement upon leading man's
first landing on the moon. At the
time of descent rocket firing his

heartbeat was recorded at 100 beats a
minute (77 is normal for him) and
it increased to 156 at the time of the
landing.

Neil had proved that the moon was
now within man’s reach and when he
placed his first foot-print on the moon
he uttered the long awaited words,
which are certain to live in history-

““That’s one small step for me but
one giant leap for mankind.”
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The Report of the Delft Mahavidyalaya
TEACHERS’ GUILD-1972

It is our proud privilege to present to you the Repert of the Maha-
vidyalaya Teachers’ Guild for the year 1972. This ysar we have teachers
most of whom are from our Island Delft and from our neighbouring tewns.
This Guild has altogether twenty-two members since the begining of the year
1972. The election of the Executive Committee of the Teachers’ Guild took
place very early in the acadamic vear under the distingwished patronage of
our Principal Mr, R. Sinnathamby, B. A., Dip. in Ed.

President: Mr. P. M. J. Antony B. Sc.
Secretary: Mr. S. Sivanayagamoorthy
Treasurer: Mr. A. Subramaniam
Recreation Secretary: Mr. S. Gnanarajah.

‘The activities of the Teachers’ Guild conducted efficiently and effectively
so far were of varied nature. Dnring this acadamic year, four members were
being transferred to other schools, and for them we gave warm farewells. To
mention seme of them especially, we had a farewell function on I6th March
1972 for our Madura Pandit S. Pasupathy when he was transferred as Head
Master to Saivapragasa Vidyalaya of Delft. On 30th March this year we the
members of the Teachers’ Guild and the school children together celebrated
the farewell function for eur ex-principal Mr. N. Kurunathan, B. A. Dip. in
Ed. When he was transferred to Mann’s College, Uduvil. Subsequently four
new members were transferrad to our school to fill the vacancies and henee
we had also the opportunity of conducting the welcome partiss for them.

The opening of the School Canteen, stands out prominently, in addition
to the very many rewarding activities of our routine. At this juncture we
are proud to say, that this is the first canteen opened within the premises
of our school, simce its birth. Almost all the children and staff of our school,
benefit greatly in many respects, because of its presence. The following students
are in the Supervising Committee of the Canteen:

Students:- Mast. S. Tharmarailnam, 10-A.

v §. Sivasambu, Ist Year Ad/L.
2 B Kanapathypillai, Ad/L.

Miss. A. Daisy Mariapushpam, Ad/L.
,, M. Yogeswary, 10-A.

The recreation Branch of the Teachers’ Guild is active since the
commencement of the Union. We conduct recreational programmes, &t the
end of every term and we get together with the happy brother-hoed. This
provides the members, with brighter and happier moments from the monotony

of the daily activities.




On behalf of the members of the Teachers’ Guild we extend our sincere

: f guidance and inspiration
tron, who is not only a source 0
::;nlish;oisoukriﬂsa l;mough to render timely advice and lesson the burden of

the executive committee.

Our thanks dre ‘due to the Lady téachers for having dore their best
in the kitchen in making ‘the dinners enjoyable.

Finally we thank wholeheartedly all the members of the Guild fer their
best ‘Cu-operation ‘rendered to us in all affairs of the Union and pray that

the Almightly God will bless this Union, so ‘that it may /grow from strength
to strength.

Thanks to you all.

P. M. J. Antony

S. Sivanayaga moorthy
President

Secretary
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S. Sivanayagamoorthy Esq.
(Hony Secretary P. T. A.)

M. Benedict Esq.
(Treasurer P. T. A)
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The Ponies of Delft

Of all the tourists’ astractions of the
islet of Dezlft, the ponies are noi only
famous but also fascinating A few years
ago the Government 'iim Unit fecussed
its Camera on these ponies and made a
thrilling trailer of it. What entralled
the audiences through out Ceylon was
the equestrian feat of the natives in
the art of roping in eof fleeung ponies.
The hardy ones are usually roped for
taming.

The conditiens obtaining in Delft
are far from ideal for horse-breeding.
However the ponies at Delft are viable,
There are about thousand ponies whose
progenies date back to somz tww huadred
years. They out numb:r the goats auad
the bovines in Delft. Biowsing on sprouls
and grass which appear here and there,
the ponies have made **Velat’’ their home.
Histery records that ancient Kings of
Delft like Mezhaman and Vedi Arasan
reared large number of horses fer mili-
tary purposes. The ruined bath-place
and the pillars which werc used as suakes
for the horses are still extant. They add
credence to the historical reports available

These ponies are a neglected lot for
want of foresight from the Ministry of
Tourism. The breed could be improved.
if the Ministry takes some interest to
make Delft a modern tourist resort,
Foreign tourists too would be attracted
for its very insularity.

The hopless condition of the Launch
Service from Kurrikaduvan to Delft via
Nainativu is a bane for teurists.
The callous indifference shown by success--
ive Governments agninst any improve-
ment of the Launch Service has become
a legacy of the past. The pilgrims who
trek in to Nainativu go back without
visiting Delft. This is a collosal waste
to the Tourist Department.

Delft is a place for geological ex-
plorations to find fresh water, etc. Its

circumfluous sea abound with fish bu)

the government is lamanting for self-
sufficency in fish.

Let me appeal to the preseat govern-
ment to focus its attention on Delft
with a warning that it should not bz-
come another Kachativu.

S. Sivasambu
6o G B L
Arts

““Tha2 Life of a Great Man” (Mahatma)

Mahatma Gandi was a great man.
He was called the ‘‘mahatma’ - great
soul. He was known through out the
world. Soms pzople even worship him.
The Indian respsct him so much aad
they call him <Babu’’. His birth
centenary was celebrated all over the
world in 1969.

He was
18689. His
humble The
Mohanadhas
in school.
extra-ordinary

born in ‘‘Porpantar’ in
parents were-simple and
mahatma was named
Karanchad Gandi while
The mahatma was not an
studznt. But he was
very honest. Honesty has remained
as one of them the most important
of his principles, through out his life.
While he was a boy. He saw a play called
“‘Harichandra”. This play impressed

him most. The little Gandi decided to
speak and live like the hero in the
play.

He was married to his wife when he
was too young man; according to his
family customs. His wife was Kusturibai.
He went to England to study law.
There was a lot of opposition to his
going and Mahatma Gandies’ mother
wanted him to promise that he would
never eat meat, drink or be immoral.
Gandi followed this principles through
out his life. Then he returned to
India as a Barrister,



When he went to South Afn;:la
where the Indians suffcrcdla lot. ' rne—
fought against the South African gove .
ment for his country men. His weapon
were ‘-Ahimsa and Satiyagra®”

Then he returned to Ilndia. He
had to fight against the British govern‘;
ment for Indian’s freedom. He pr‘?ache
nonviolence honesty and cquahty‘ of
people India won her lndapcudence-chlgﬂy
through him. Infact Indians call him.
“The father of the nation’’.

People all over ths world began
to respect the mahatma, but there
were a few who were against his

One of them shot him down.
one evening when the mahatma was
going to a prayer meeting. Mahatma
Gandi fell with the name of god in
his life. *‘‘Ram’ ‘‘Ram’ *‘Ram’.

teaching.

S. Apastan Osward
Grade Ten ““A™

An Evening At The Delft Sea Beach

[t was a Satturday evening. There
were five in our company including
our dog Veema. We went to Vellai sca
beach by cart. We halted the cart in
the shade of a tree near the sea beach.
About fifty yards away from us we
saw a party of Europeans bathing. A
few ladies were relaxing on the beach.
Some people were walching the sailing
boats. There were Pleasure-scekers walking
about and inhaling the fresh air and
cool sea breezes. I was very mach
exhilarated when I heard the music of
ithe ocean ringing in my ears.

A number of boats had been lined
P on the sand like buses at a bus
stand. Then we saw a stene carpet
Jaid at great cost to the government to
Present sea erosian. A few fishermen were
wending their ways to the market with

baskets of fish on their heads. Som
fishing boats after a day’s catch were
swiftly coming to the. land with the
help of the strong winds. é'numbgr
of people were anxiously awaiting their
arrival.

When the boats landed they helped
the fishermen to take out the fish they
had caught. I saw some fish struggling
in the net. In another place at some dist-
ance we saw a line of fishermen tugging
at a bundle of ropes. Their bodies were
streaming with sweat. They were singing
a chorus song while they were hauling
a huge net; straining with the effort.
It was grand music I focussed my
cemara and shot a few snaps of those
industrious people. I thought how un-
kind itis on our part to bargain when
buying our fish. I thought how they
risk their lives to earn a living.

A few children who had come to
the beach with their parents were play-
ing about. Some were building sand
castles, some were busy collecting sea-
weeds and sea-shells. We took off our
shoes and washed our feet in the sea
water. Our dog too was in high spirits.
At once there was a breeze and my
cap got blown off into the sea. Veema
swam after it and brough it
It was a splendid sight.
gram-seller there ang ate

We watched the clouds turning pink and

gold. As i.t Was getting late the crows
were returing to their nests.

to me.
We called a
some gram.

The sun which was like a ball of

fire became Smaller and smaller. We
sould not take off our eyes from that
cenc. It was sort of singal for the

:1ght SCEIS to get back. We too decided
O return after 5 while. It was just
PAst seven whep Wwe reached home.

I. Gopalasingam
10/ %Cn



A day in the life of a farmer

The farmer is no stranger to us,
we see him almost daily in our villages.
There are many farmers in our village.
They ere active the whole day. Some
times they work at night teo. There
are rich farmers and poor farmres.
But all farmers are happy healthy,
and contented.

A farmer often starts his day long
before the sunrises. He gets up very
early and goes to his field or garden.
Very often his grown up sons also go
with him to help him in his work. A
farmer does many kinds of work in his
farm. It may be Ploughing or watering
the plants. At 7 o’ clock jhis sons get
back home to go to sehool. But the
farmer stays on and goes about his
work. By 9 o’ clock his wife brings his
break-fast. As soen as she brings break-fast
He stops his work takes a wash and sits
under the shade of a tree to enjoy
his break-fast. He rests for sometime
after his break-fast. In the meantime
his wife plucks some vegetables and
goes home to prepare the lunch. The
farmer works till noon and then goes
home tired and hurgny. As soon as
he goes home. He take a bath and
has his lunch. After resting for some-
lime he goes back to his contiune his
work. By 5 o’ clock he feeds his farm
animals and returns home. On returning
home, he takes a wash and says his
evening prayers. . Then he takes a cup
of tea and he likes to go to his
friends in (e neigh-bour hooed and

Falk; to them on matters of natural
interesy.

: By 9o’clock ke takes his
dinner apg retire to bed and sleeps
foundly. He gets up again very early

Xt morming and goes about his usual
Toutine.

. In this way the armer orks day
' and day oy, He is always busy
€Xcept during the rainy season. He

rarely goes out eof his

village. If a
all he goes out,

it is to the nearest
market or town to buy or to sell.
Sometimes he also goes to the temple
or to the church to pray. His wants
are humble. This is an ideal life. He
owes not to any man. He is kind honest
and loving and leveable. He is the back-
long of our community, without him
we Cam not get our food. Therefore
we must always respect and salute, &
farmer without whom no nation or
country can progress or prosper.

Ketheeswary Kandiah
10 *‘C” Arts.

The Dog

The dog is the most faithful of
man’s friends. It loves his master very
muek. Its chief foed is meat but it
eats other food as well. There are
many different kinds of dogs namely,
Spaniels sheep dog Alsatiasns and st.
Bernard’s. These are good swimmers,
and they help Police to detect Crimi—
nals. Some dogs are used for hunting
too. In our country in nearly every
house a dog can be seen. Their chief
duty is to guard houses against thieves.

E. Atunthavaseelan
Grade 7 A

My Village

My village is an Island, It is a big
Island. It’s name is Delft. I love my
village. It is beautiful.

There are many people in my village.
There are farmers in my village. They
work hard. Some of them are poor.

There are fourteen schools. There
is a Maha Vidyalayam too. I attel?d
the Maha Vidyalayam. It is a big
school. I love it.

There are many Churches and tem-
ples in my village. We have no Cars
but there is a bus many have bicycle.

S. Kamalavethany
Std. 5
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10.
11.
12,
13.
14,

15

16.
17,
18.
19,
20,
31,
22,
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Mr. R.
Mr. J.
Mr. S.

Mrs. P.
Mr. K.

Mr. S.
Mr. A.
Mr. S.

Mr. K.

J/Delft Maha Vidyalayam — Staff 1972

Sinnathamby B. A. (Madras) Dip. in Ed. (Cey.) Principal.
Constance, Tamil Trd. Ist Grade H. M. Junior Seclion

Somasundaram, Tamil Trd. Ist class. Senior Asst.

M. J. Antony B. Sc. (Madras)
Kanagaratpam B. Sc. (Cal.)

Sivapatham B. A. (Cey.) Spe. in Geography.
Subramaniam Special Trd. (Science)
Sivanayagamoorthy Special Trd. (Commerce)
Thirunavukkarasu Special Trd. (Maths)

Sri Visakarajah, Special Trd. (English)

. Loganathan, Speecial Trd. (Handi Craft)
. Gpanarajah, Tamil Trd. 1st Class.

Sathasivam, Tamil Trd. Ist Class.

Mr. S. Kumaraswamy, Tamil Trd. Ist Class.

Mr. P. Anthonippillai, Tamil Trd. Ist Class.

Miss. K. Vaithiyanathar, Tamil Trd. 7st Class.

Miss. N. Nagendrar, Tamil Trd. Ist Class.

Mrs. S. Gnanarajah, 1st Class Teachers’ Certificate.

Mr. P. M. J. Antony, English Asst. B. Sc. (Mysore)

Miss. K. Kanapathipillai, Science Asst. (G. C. E. O/L)

Mr. V.

Mrs. S.

Mr. V.
Mr. K.

Kathiravelu, N. C. O. M. S. (Music Certificate)
Veluppillai, Weaving Certificate.

Non Teaching Staff
Mathiyaparanam, . Watchor.
Paththan, Labourer
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For All Your Requirements b7 Fabricated Manufacturers

IN OF
X Water Service ¥ P. V. C. Pipe Fittings
¥ Drainage in Different Sizes
. Electric Conduits ¥ Rain Water Gutters
% Rain Water Gutters ¥ Square Down Pipes
¥ Electric Conduits

¥ Accessories

CUR PRICES ARE VERY COMPETITIVE
AND
WCRK EXCELLENT

END BOXES

INTERSECTION BOX ES

THROUGH BOXES

TEE BOXES

DETAILED INFORMATION FROM:

Exceﬁant Manufacturers Enterprises‘

i07/4, 5, SANGAMITHA MAWATHA,

COLOMBO-13
Telephone : 35281
e_flvwwrary ; :
al. 9, UFLOsI\HIGBID & al. g0, 25 Mi(LpsiLd
CsBh%a G, N
CBGHEBa-4 454, usvipw Gensnsd; G,

GsmagibLy-12
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