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Message From

Hon. The Minister of Health

I am glad to learn that a souvenir is to be published
to felicitate the conferment of an honorary title ‘Raja Vaidya’
on Vaidyacharya A. K. Kumaraswamy, J. P. a promia ent 8iddha
Physician in the North. As far as I know this title fs
well deserved by him. I wish him further success and long
life.

It was a common practice in the past to homour skill.
ed physicians not only by giving titles but also by gener-
ous endowments of lani and property. It kad gone into
abeyance with the general decadence of Ayurveda and the
advent of Western Medicine. With the revival of Ayurveda
set in motion by the national Government it was be-fitting
that the long years of dedicated service of the pioneers in
the field of Ayurveda Siddha and TUnani were gratefully
recognized in some form or other. The conferment of the
honorary title Raja Vaidya by His Exocellency the Governor
General on 23rd Beptember, 1969 on seven distinguished
luminaries in the field of Ayurveda was thus a significant
event in the annals of recent history of Ayurveda.

The high reputation of Ayurveda isalways synonymous
with the prestige and honour of the reputed physicians who
stand out from generation to generation. And on them is
cast the rosponmsibility of guiding this noble profession on
high prinoiples, precepts and practices. I have no doubt
that the present day physicians prractising Ayurveda, Siddha
and Unpani will emulate the veterans in this respactive fields

who have earned the esteem of both public and the
Government.

Galle Face Sccretariat, E. L. SENANAYAKE

Colombo. 1. MINISTER OF HEALTH
20th December, 1969.



Message From the
Commissioner for Ayurveda

the Reeeption Committee for

affording mo the opportunity to gend this message ;0 tl:;
felicitation souvenir published on account of the c-on erme

of ‘honoris Cansa’ degree — Raja Vaidya on Valdyachmjtfls
A. K. Kumaraswamy J. P. by the Ayurveda Modical Counci

of Ceylon.

I am very grnteful to

The unanimous decision of the North Ceylon DBoard ot
Siddha Medicine to recommend Dr. Kumaraswamy for the
conferment of this honorary titlo speaks by itself of the
popularity and esteem gained by him among the fraternity
of Siddha Physicians in Ceylon. It would be a fitting
gesture therefore for the public and the physicians in the
north to accord him this welcome and felicitate the honour
béstowed on him by the Government.

Describing the Ethics that a noble physician shouald
follow, Charaka the apostle of Ayurveda says, “not for money,
nor for any earthly objeots should one treat his patients.
In this the phyeician’s work excels all vocations.”” Drawing
pointed attention to the meed for a high code of ethics
among the Ayurvedic physicians would be opportune in this
context where a physician is feted and honoared not for his
power or influence, but for the very noble qualities of simpli-
city and seifless dedication to servica. At a time when the
cult of mammon has got entrenched in society and very many
Ayurvedic Physicians sally the hallowed profession by resort
to unscruplous practices, physicians who still perpetuats the
traditional decorum and dignity are indeed beacons which while
standing steadfastly throw the guiding beams.

Department of Ayurveda, WIMAL NAWA GAMUWA
19th December, 1969,

COMMISEIONER FOR AYURVEDA
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