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Message from

The Minister of Education

I am happy to learn that you have decided to construct a
building to commemorate the services of Mr. A, E. Tamber who
will be retiring in October after serving Jaffna Central College
as assistant master, Vice - Principal and Principal for a period of
37 years. Commemoration of the services of teachers who have
made outstanding contributions to the progress of the school is
a worthy expression of the community’s gratitude and serves as an
incentive for the younger generations to emulate.

. P. B. G. Kalugala.



MESSAGE
from
the M. P., Jaffna.

I consider it a great privilege to pay a tribute to

Mr. A. E. Tamber, Principal of Jaffna Central College, Wwho is
retiring after 37 years of dedicated service to his Alma Mater.
Central College owes a debt of gratitude, which it can never repay,
to the Thamber family. °¢Alfie’ - as he is popularly known among
his wide circle of friends, belongs to the third generation of teach-
ers and has given of his best to Jaffna Central College for 35 years.
His grandfather served for more than two decades. A century of dedi-
cated service by one family to a school is indeed a stupendous
contribution which any family can be justly proud of. How many
families are there in Ceylon that can equal this record Alfie has
n(_’t only been a teacher but he has also been the guide, philosopher and
friend of teachers, students and politicians. Though he never faced
the hustings, he has guided and inspired many a politician—Govern=
ment always looked up to him, for help and advice, in the field
'zi'. ﬁi“cgtﬁméeyﬁi taJnIiI:);mbstl: ;f s;veralE(li?.iducation Boards, President
his sober, balanced, practical eacl vl ot e Ceyl:on Teacher
uch priz; db » practical out ook on matters educational were
y everybody - His breadth of vision was equalled by his

sincere desire to be of service to hi '
education. his school, to the country and to

O CWC trust G?d will give him health and strength to the
um dignitate’ - he has rightly earned, which to a man of

Alfie’s :
vl ;‘:1{1923;?;1:;; amdd outlook, is an opportunity for new acti-
) » and a new freedom for a more and satisfying

Jaffna, 3-8-64, Alfred T. Durayappah, M. p.



Message  from
Che Mapor of Jaffna.

Teaching profession is considered as one of the noblest
professions One of the noblest member of the profession is Mr.
Alfred Edward Tamber. Being the son of late George Washington
Tamber, he had hereditory natural aptitude to be a teacher.

The name of Tamber is synonymous with Central. Except
for his first four years of life as a child and three years at Uni-
versity College, Mr. Tamber has spent his whole life at Central.

His intellect is very keen. He has very sound grasp of
men and matters. He has sound and thorough knowledge of edu-
cational policies. His advice was sought by leading educationalists
of the Island. It may not have been known, and as he is retiring
now, it may be published that the late Prime Minister Rt. Hon’ble
D. S Senanayake sought his advice on matters concerning the edu-
cational policy of his Government. -

Mr. Tamber has the unique distinction of having been re-
elected as President of All Ceylon Union of Teachers continuously
for several years. This shows the confidence the Teaching profession
of Ceylon had in him as its leader and exponent of its rights and
privileges. This also shows his outstanding abilities.

Mr. Tamber was also member of almost all Committees or
Councils appointed by the Government to advise the Minister and
the Director of Education on matters of education. It was a recog-
nition of his undoubted originality and acumen in educational thought
that his advice was sought not only by Mr. D. S. Senanayake,
but also by the successive Governments of free Lanka.

As a Teacher, he was superb. His students have been loyal
to him. Though he was kind to the students, he maintained disci-
pline. He was a good disciplanarian and a good administrator.
He was very cautious, diplomatic and tactful as administrator.



Apart from his main object in life to teach and l.auild the
character of generations of students who passed through his hands,
he evinced interest secretly in political and social work. He was
behind the scenes in almost all political movements for the progress
of Jaffna and Ceylon since 1927. Politicians of Jaffna sought his advice.

By his retirement, Jaffna Central College is losing a loyal
servant. It will be very difficult to fill the gap that will be created
at Central and in the Teaching profession.

I am glad that Jaffna Central College especially its teachers
and old boys are recognising the meritorious service rendered by
Mr. Tamber and are intending to erect a block in his commemo-

ration.

A Carnival and Exhibition have been organised in aid of
the commemoration fund and I feel certain that this will be a
success. I wish that mumerous old boys all over the Island should
flock to the Carnival.

_ SCI:ViCG'iS the motto of Tamber. The tribute the Centra-
lites and his friends can pay to him is to have as their moto-service.

May God bless Mr. Tamber and Jaffna Central College.

S. C. Mahadeva



A. E. TamBer Esqr.



JAFFNA CENTRAL OLD SCHOOL
(Vembady Site)
1825



Message from

The Assistant Director of Education

I am happy to send you a message for publication in the
Souvenir you propose to publish in connection with the Carnival and
Exhibition in aid of the Tamber Memorial Building Fund. Mr. A. E.
Tamber has been associated with Central College for over five
decades as student, teacher, Vice - Principal and Principal and it is
fitting that the distinquished services rendered by Mr. Tamber to the
college should be remembered by posterity.

Mr. Tamber’s activities were not confined to the college. He was
an active member of the A.C,U.T. for a number of years and
functioned as its President for a period. He took a keen interest in
the social, cultural life of Jaffna and has won a place in the hearts of
the people of Jaffna. I wish your venture all success.

S. Thanikasalam



There was never a corner too tight for him

M. Perayiravar
President N, P. T A.

The N. P. T. A. has no personality
cult; It is an impersonal force working
for the good of the teachers in the
North. It functions largely through its
Executive Committee which meets at least
once a month The general body meets
religiously every year and elects its office
bearers, and the six branches of the
N. P. T. A. elects the members to the
Executivee. The N. P. T. A. Executive
Committee has, all the weakness of a
coalition Till now, many of us were
‘Card Carrying' members of different
political parties. We had rival policies,
rival ambitions, clashes of personalities,
even our quota of difficult and clever
men. It was not easy to keep them all
together ‘and keep the N. P. T. A.
apolitical It was here that the rare gifts
of Mr. A. E. Tamber came to the rescue
of }he N.P. T A. It would have been
b bk gty e
the apolitical :grl-ty o t.o o gk
{, YN g ¢ A' p;;:ltc 55;;}“31 i ¥ e
did not find jt diﬁicrl’lltA.t E‘:.I(Tambcr
N.P.T. A, together, H Araiadfo
Siiin of o - He was an excellent

; ¥ committee. His hospit-
able mind was able to reconcile all
flicts, synthesise al ; i
S e e opposites
In his Presl::na:ee-!ill?: 311; and- Cﬁmprom.iser.
never muddled ’or lo txe'?utlve Cm.nmlttee
vital decision or acti;n 1ls capacity for

In loose talk,

He was

It was on the eve of the last General
election, the question of the take over of
schools was agitating the country. It
was also creating a crisis in  the
N P.T A, and the A.C.U.T. A
section welcomed the take over, a section
opposed it. Mr. Tamber was hurriedly
brought in from his home to the Exe-
cutive Committee meeting, and he did
his usual work suggesting the compromise
formula with “In the event of the take

There was no tangle or knot he
could not unravel. An expert in teachers
professional matters, and sought after
like P S. in the medical world, there
was never a corner too tight for him.
He was President of the N. P. T. A.
Editor of the Ceylon Teacher, and Pre-
sident of the A C U. T. for three
years in succession. Once he was even
tipped for Senatorship. His fluency in
the English language and his clearness
of thought was the envy of all of wus.

Democracy is after all, delegated
oligarchy The N. P, T. A. was fortuante
enough to possess such a group of elite
with exceptional talent experience and per-
sonality to give direction te it. This
generation of pioneers were men of
stature who were looked wup to and
listened to at  Provincial and the
National level too Mr. A E Tamber is
one of those giants to whom our asso-
ciation owes its growth and achievement.



The Tamber Commemoration
Building Fund

W. B Allegakoen, B. A. (Lond) Dip. Ed. (Cey.)

Central in the Grant-in-aid days
consisted of some old buildings and
sheds. However it could boast that it
had on its premises the first upstair
block—The Romaine Cooke Hall. The
college owes its modern buildings to the
initiative of Rev. P. T. Cash, and Mr. J. W.
Arudpragasam. Rev. P. T. Cash got a
grant from the Home Mission and put
up the Cash Block. Mr. J. W. Arud-
pragasam was responsible for putting up
the Centenary block Rev. C. A. Smith
launched a mammoth project to give a
new-look to Central. He was personally
responsible for drawing up the plans and
executing the work on the Smith Block,
- Rev. Smith was perhaps the first person
to erect an open-air theatre Rev. Smith
like Henry VII, the Lancastrian King of
England had various methods of collect-
ing funds. but unlike him, carefully har-
nessed the money and expended it most
judiciously on the building project for
Greater Central. Great credit is due to
Rev Smith for putting up such imposing
buildings at a fraction of the cost. had
they been given on contract. He per-
personally supervised the purchase of the
building materials as well as the actual
construction. In some cases Rev Smith
personally trained raw-hands as masons
and employed them on a monthly basis,
His ultimate purpose was to knock down
the old staff-room block and extend the
Smith block connecting it to the Romaine
Cooke Hall providing a modern and
well equipped  Staff-room as well as an

administrative block. There is no doubt

that Rev. Smith would have completed

this ambitious scheme had he been allowed

to continue in service for an additional

year or two. We are also grateful to
him for acquiring Lockwood House

which now houses the Middle School.

Everyone will admit that the cld
staff-room block must give place to a
new one in keeping with the architecture
of the other new blocks. A new staff-
room with modern facilities, additional
class-rooms and an administrative block
are crying needs of the College. This
was at the back of the mind of the 45
signatories, who during the Third Term of
1963, in a signed memo requested the
Teachers’ Circle Committee to launch a
project to erect a block to commemorate
the long and meritorious services of
Mr. A. E. Tamber as Teacher, Vice-
principal and Principal of the College
for a continuous period of thirtyseven
years. It was felt that this should be
done before his retirement in October
1964 This suggestion met with not only
the approbation of the staff but also
merited the commendation and support
of Old Boys and Well-wishers as well.

A planning commiitee was appoint-
ed at a special meeting of the Teachers'
Circle to explore the possibilities of
raising funds and submit a tentative plan
of the block with necessary estimates.
The planning committee expeditiously




completed its work and its submissions
were to be executed with alterations or
additions by an Action Committee which
was appointed at a meeting of the
Teachers' Circle held early this year.
The plan we have in mind requires a
sum of at least Rs. 60,000/- for com-
pletion.

The Action Committee has been very
active indeed and has already succeeded
in collecting a fair sum for the Fund.
Some of the (methods employed so far
are as follows :

(a) Collection Cards. Teachers were en-
trusted with the task of raising contri-

bution on collection cards.

(b) Film Festivals. Early in June we
had the Soviet Film Festival followed

by the Children's Film Festival towards

the middle of July. The nett proceeds

accrued to the Fund.

(¢) The Co-operative Thrift and Credit

Society of the Staff has very gene-
rously offered to donate 2 sum of
Rs. 2000/- from its General Purposes
Fund to the Tamber Commemoration

Fund.

(d) The Madya Ol Carnival and Exhi-
bition which has now been organized

opened on 3rd September  is
to bring in a substantial
amount. Friends and well wishers of
the College, friends and admirers
of Mr. Tamber and the generous and
pleasure - loving citizens of Jaffna are
urged to support our carnival, spend
freely, and not only enjoy themselves
but also have the satisfaction of promoting
a Premier Institute of Education like Cen-
tral and commemorate the services of a
great Educationist, and = Social - worker
like Mr, Tamber.

and
expected

e o e e o e A P N N R e

“Teach us to serve the land we love,
S{eadfast for truth, all things to prove;
Bid us in dark or light to stand, |
In honour firm, a chosen band”

WW\MW“W

— College Hymn. — g
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A Short History of Jaffna Central College
by

V. V. Rajaratnam, B. A. Lond. Dip. Ed. (Cey.)

Ceylon was ceded to the British in
1802 and a band of Methodist Missio-
naries arrived in Galle in 1814. Of these
the Rev. James -Lynch and the Rev.
Thomas Squance came to Jaffna. They
started learning Tamil. In 1816 James
Lynch bought from the Government a
piece of land opposite the esplanade,
where stood an old Orphan House and
Lutheran Church for 646 Rix Dollars.
On this site which is th: present site of
Jaffna -~ Central College. James Lynch
founded the Jaffna Wesleyan English
School in 1817, the earliest forerunner of
the present College This school with
various other schools in the Jaffna Dis-
trict was a success. In 1823 the Metho-
dist Mission bought the property where

stands Vembadi Girls School and the
present Mission House. In 1825 the
Jaffna English School was shifted to

the Mission House site where at present
the Vembadi classrooms stand. The Rev
Joseph Roberts who was the Chairman
of the Methodist Mission, braved many
difficulties to keep the school going.
In 1834 the Rev. Dr. Peter Percival, a
brilliant scholar and a man of outstand-
ing ability, succeeded Joseph Roberts
and reorganised the school naming it
Jaffna Central School. He drew up a
new course of study and a broad
curriculum and secured an efficient
staff for the school. He was
the founder and first principal of Jaffna
Central College On March 4th 1839,
His Excellency the Governor, the Hono-
rabls Stewart Mackenzie paid a visit to
the school. There were nearly 250 chil-

dren present. The Governor was 8o
pleased with the school and the work
done that a Government grant of £150
was given to Dr. Percival for the im-
provement of the school. Some of the
students that Central produced who rose
to very high eminence were Arumuga
Navalar, Samuel Grenier, Muthukrishna,
Queen’s Advocate, Chellappapillai Chief
Justice, Supreme Court, Travancore,
Arianayagam Pillai, Morgan Corvington,
Dr, W.G. Rockwood M D., M R C.P.
and several others. Dr. Peter Percival
retired in 1851. In 1852 a Preparatory
Department was opened as a feeder
school to Central and in 1854 the
Boarding was housed at the site where
the Principal's bungalow now stands. In
1855 Samuel Grenier who -later became
Solicitor General was appointed Head
Master. The staff was increased during
this time and one of them was Philip
Tamber — the grand father of Mr. A. E.
Tamber, the present Principal. In 1860
William Nevins was Headmaster. The period
1861 to 1867 is important no less for the
men who served Central, than the
progress it made. Nevins was a mathe-
matican par excellence and Rev. John
Mitchell, the principal was a most saintly
man beloved of all the boys. He died
in the cholera epidemic by serving the
sick and lies buried in the churchyard
beside St. Peter's Church. Then, there
were Philip Tamber, Jeremiah Evarts,
Lyman. Robert Leembruggen, John Koch
and several great men on the staff. Such
were the builders of Central. By 1867
Central began sending students for the
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Madras University Examinations and Central
became Jaffna Central College. The Colle-
giate Dept. of the school prepared students
for the Matriculation and the F. A. of
the Madras University. In 1870 Rev.
D. P. Niles was made Principal and on
his shoulders fell the task of furthering
the progress of Central, New men were
added to the already eminent staff.
The progress Central made during this
period was in terms of examination
successes, increase in numbers and more
accomodation. Rev. D. P. Niles left the
College in 1878. Besides success Central
had to face difficulties in the field of
rival schools. From 1879 to 1886 was a
period of steady progress and consolidation.
The Government recommended local exams
on the model of the Cambridge examina-
tions but Central in spite of the Govern-
ment wisely stuck on to the' Madras exams
and her numbers began to increase. This
period also saw the introduction of the
Literary Association, the Y. M. C. A. and
sports  activities. In 1881 Rev Mr.
Webster, Principal introduced cricket.
Again in 1886 D. P. Niles was called
back as principal because Central was facing
a difficult period He steered the College
through the difficult times. In 1888 Gym-
nastics was introduced. By 1890 the
College became outstanding when only
Central College sent students for the
M.adras University Exams. In 1898 Mr.
Niles retired leaving the school well in
the lead. In 1894 Mr. J K. Chanmugam
Wwas appointed Headmaster In 1897 Cep-
tral was a-fﬁliated to both Calcutta and
o e S et S vo
Athletics in0 fg;te N Uil
e and by 1900 became
I8 100 the: Colligs, pts o SOPY
e ollege Magazine, “The

started and in 190 the

changed with the

i of Central [
history S Viie-

ointment of Romaine Cooke
:fﬁlcipal and in 1903 of Rev W.M.P.
Wilkes — as principal. ~ Wilkes with
Romaine Cooke and J. K. Chanmugam
as Headmaster was responsible for re-
building and remoulding the College to
its present form. These three were at
the helm of affairs for thirteen years and
made Central one of the first rate schools
in the Island. It was the premier edu-
cational institution in the North having
achieved distinction in the field of studies
and sports. The members of the staff
too at this time were men of outstanding
ability. Spencer and Walton, Kanapathi-
pillai and Gunaratnam, G. W. Tamber
the father of A. E. Tamber, Riply,
Champion and many others. Cricket,
Foot ball, Gymnastics, Drill and Music
were the extra curricular activites. In
1904, Government insisted the banning
of the Madras exams and in lieu intro-
duced the Cambridge local exams and
London exams. Central had to follow
suit, The O. B. A. was formed in 1906.
The president being the principal and one
of the first vice-presidents was Hon.
Joseph ' Grenier, Puisne Justice of the
Supreme Court of Ceylon. The hall
was opened by Mrs. C J. Trimmer in
1910  With a brief period of absence
Wilkes was back again at Central and
continued the building program and in-
creased the science equipment of the
school.  The College made steady progress
and Governmnt grant too was increased.
Central’s results at the Cambridge Junior
and Senior exams were the best in Jaffna.
In 1913 the Colombo O, B. A was
formed. His Excellency, Sir Henry Blake,
Governer visited the College in 1905 and
complimented the good work of the college
Ten years later Sir Robert Chalmers



Governer visited and made a note in the
log book of the success of the College
In 19.6 Wilkes retired and for a short
while Rev. E. T. Selbey acted. Then
came the Rev. Harold Bullough M. A.
B. Sc.
and started the Scout Movement. He
consolidated the good financial position
left by Wilkes and built towards further
expansions. Romaine Cooke wasa genius
and an architect. Many of the buildings
were his plan. Cooke’s love was Physics
and Chemistry and he was a power for
order and discipiline. Biological Sciences
were started during this time by Bullough.
Nature Study, Botany and Zoology. The
Commercial class was started in 1920 and
K. Navartnam was appointed to be in
charge. This step made Central more
popular. The Percival Hall behind the
Church was built during this time and the
- Commercial Department was housed there.
The Cambridge Junior, Senior and London
Matric were the popular exams and Central
was very sucessful in her exams. His
Excellency, Sir William Manning, Governor
visited the College in 1919 and commended
the work of the institution. There were
a galaxy of distingushed old boys In
1921 Bullough retired and the Rev Percy
T. Cash, M. A. B.Sc. was appuinted in
1922, In 1923 Cash introduced the
London University Inter rediate exams in
Arts and Science and one of thc first
two students who passed the Inter-Science
exam from Central College was A. E.
Tamber. The intermediate exam later
had to be discontinued because there was
no government grant. The Geography
Dept. flourished at this time under
J. C, Charles, A manual training de-
partment, music and art were the other
new features. A building scheme was put
forward to provide adequate and spazious

I1

in 1917, who revived the Central

accomodation for the teaching of the
Physical and Biological sciences, commer-
cial subjects, art, and other subjects on
the widened curriculum. In 1923 Cash
introduced the House System; Scouting,
Athletics, Football and Cricket flourished
during this period. It was progress and
success for Central. Apgain Sir William
Manning visited the College in 1923 and
made a note on the log book regarding
the teaching of Botany. Sir Hugh Cli-
ford, Governor, declared the opening of
the new buildings in 1926.

Mahatma Gandhi visited Central in
1927 and his message to the students
was the Gospel of Love and God's
Kingdom. Cash, after a brief furlough
in 1927 was back and worked till 1938.
Mr. J. K Chanmugam was the vice-
principal. A versatile man, Central's
destinies were no less guided by this
architect. During the twenties Chanmu-
gam dominated Central as well as Jaffna.
His was a personality that gave its best
to Central. In 1929 Chanmugam retired
giving way to J. W. Arulpragasam who
was appointed co-Vice-Principal. True to
the maxim, “Once a Centralite, always
a Centralite”, the Old Boys in Malaya
formed an O. B. A. in 1932, The OId
Boys in Malaya made mighty contributions
to their Alma Mater. In 1930 H. E.
Sir Herbert Stanley, Governor, presided at
the prizegiving. He congratulated Cash
and his staff of the good work done. In
1932 Hon. Sir J. P. Macdonell, Chief
Justice visited the college and in ‘the
Log book wrote how much he was im-
pressed with Central and its work _aud
progress. In 1934 Sir'D. B. Jayatllak‘e
M. A. (Oxon), Leader of the State Council
and Minister of Home Affairs presided

at the prizegiving. He was greatly



impressed with the college and its activities
Central produced many of the most emi-
nent men of Ceylon 1In 1930 Rev C A
Smith joined Central and gave his best
to the College. In 1932 the College lost
a veteran tzacher in the person of G
W. Tamber who served the College for
35 years. The son of Philip Tamber, one of
the stalwarts of Central in the sixties
and seventies of the last century
place is now taken by his son, Mr A
E. Tamber B.Sc (Lond) an old boy,
son of an old boy and teacher G. W.
Tamber and grandson of an old boy
and teacher, Philip Tamber. In 1934
P. T Cash returned after a furlough in
England. In 1935 Central celebrated its cen-
tenary as a school and a College One
Hundred years—Glory to God

Central went on from strength to
strength and under the radiant guidance
of Percy T. Cash the College flourished
both in the classroom and on the field In
1939 Cash retired and Mr J W Arul
piragasam was appointed Acting Principal
In 1940R S D Williams was appointed
Principal. He was a master for discipline
and order He was only for a short
time Prineipal and with the war he left
Central in 1942, Mr. J Ww. Arulpira-
gasam was made permanent Principal in
1943. Since he reached the retiring age he
handed over the reins of principal in
Dec 1944 to the Rev C A. Smith another
:old timer of Central, J W, Arudpiragasam
in hi.s regime laboured to build the
Physics and Chemistry laboratories and

equip them He lived for Cen
gave his best o

The Rev C, A. Smith was i
58 R , appoint
Prmf::pal In 1945 and Mr, J. &3 pgh:-]::
continued as Vice-principal. Op the 1st
October 1945 Jafina Central College entered

His
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the Kannangara free education scheme

and thence onwards Central became a

free school, charging only a games
fee and no tution fees There were
classes from the primary up to a
fully organised Senior Secondary

School, working up to the School Certi-
ficate University enterance and pre-medical
classes together with the commercial class.

The Rev C. A Smith continued the work
of his predecessors and expanded the

College to what it is now. The free
scheme increased the numbers and ac-
comodation had to be found. Mr. Smith
built a complete block which houses the
Office. Geography Laboratory, Art room
and spacious class rooms together with
an open-air platform. He provided the
College with a bus and van and gave
a complete set of optical apparatus for the
Audiovisual department, a 16 m.m. projec-
ter, an epidiascope, a film strip projector,
micro-projector etc., etc. He helped to form
the photographic club He completed the
incomplete buildings He was a missionary
administrator and builder. On his retire-
ment in Dec 1955the Rev. Dr. D. T.
Niles succeeded as Principal a distinguished
old boy and the grandson of Rev.
D. P. Niles. He was assisted ably by
J. C. Charles, Vice-Principal, A. E Tamber
and K. Navaratnam. Mr. John Rockwood
an old boy bequeathed an endowment to the
College and the property adjoining Central
now called Rockwood House was purchased.

Further classrooms were built by

D T. Niles which houses the entire
middle school With the trying times and
changing political ideologies, Niles had
to steer the College through rough times;
Mr. K C. Jacob retired in 1956 and
Mr. J C. Charles one of the pillars of
Central since the second decade of the
century retired ag Vice-Principal. He acted
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several times as principal. On the retirement
of Mr. J. C. Charles Mr. A E Tamber
was appointed Vice-Principal with Mr.
Theivananthampillai as co- Vice-Principal
The school became Director managed
with the take over in December 1960.
Dr. Niles term of office had expired and
being Director managed, the Department
appoinfed Mr A E. Tamber as Principal
in Feb. 1962. With numbers increasing
and Government regulations Central is
going ahead. It was vested with the
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Government in April 1962 and the school
is government and the staff goverment
servants, With the language problem and
unemployment, keen competition for em-
ployment and hardships, increasing numbers
and lack of accomodation, Central
College is still flourishing.

Long live Central! Let us not forget
its founders and builders — we are still

building and our sons shall live to
see that, “Central’s flag shall ne'er be
lowered.”

That labour for their

“Still, Central, teach thy sons who heal,
Who work in mart, in church, in state,

In selfless toil alone is great.”

country’s weal,

Rev. P. T. Cash
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" school

A short histor

S. Kulasegarasingam,

y of the J. C. C. Teachers’ Circle
e

B. A. (Lond) Dip. Ed (Cey)

(President, J. C. C. Teachers® Circle 1964)

The idea of a Teachers’ guild was
first mooted by Mr. Sam Seevaratnam
and Mr. K. Navaratnam during thz time
of Rev. P. T. Cash (22-39.. A meeting of
the Staff was convened by these two
teachers, and Mr. J. W. Arulpiragasam
was elected its first president and Mr.
A. E. Tamber its first secretary. At
that time it was called “The Jaffna (_Tenz-
ral College Reading Room Association
This Association ran a reading room
and arranged socials and farewells. A
large number of magazines were bought
for the staff. It was also decided at this
meeting to deduct 1% of the salary to
meet these expenses.

Mr. Williams succeded Rev Cash
as principal in 1938. During his time
The Reading Room Association took con-
certed action to resist proposed changes in
the curriculum and content of education.
As a result of the action taken by the
Association these changes which ~were
contrary to tke spirit and traditions of the
were given up.

As time went on the Reading Room
Association in addition to its cultural and
social activities also had to safeguard the
rights and improve the amenities of
teachers. The name of the teachers’ body
was also changed Symptomatic of jfg
extensipn of function.” As 2 result of a

Teachers' Circle. Durin
C A, Sn_ﬂth (45-55, there were instances;
of the Circle acting Promptly to safe.
guard the honour of the teachers ip Te-
gard to teacher-student relationship or

' ¢ - Mr. Smj
retired in Feb. 1956 after tep yeargug}‘

service and, the Teachers’ Cj

a grand farewell for him. e i
In 1952 a

accorded by the Circle

Tamber when he was clectcd_ A. C. U: T,
president for the third year in succesion.

Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles became princi-
pal in 1956 The circle arrangefl a social
in honour of Rev Dr. D. T, Niles whgn
he was awarded a second doctorate in
1956. During his time there was also
an instance of the Circle taking prompt
action to protect the security of tenure
of teachers. i

In 1963 the Circle decided to -col-
lect funds for the task of erecting the
Tamber Commemoration Building and an
Action Committee was elected for this
purpose. The Action Committee has
organised various activities in order to raise
funds for the proposed building. The
Carnival is one of the major projects or-
ganised by this committee to raise funds.
We have no doubts that their efforts would
be crowned with success.

It has been decided to call this
block ‘The Tamber Commemoration Block’
in order to honour Mr. A. E. Tamber who
has been a teacher in this school for
thirty years and later vice-principal and
principal for seven years. This block also
satisfies a long felt need for a staff room
with modern amenities, A plan of the

proposed building is given elsewhere in
this souvenir.

It has been often asked whether
such an effort has any meaning when we
are part of the government system.
But it is always good to remember that
s teachers we gerye the community and
Id be a valuable ad-

community admirab]y
will continye

many years to

in the past and

to serve the community for
come.
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‘Mr. Tamber A Teacher’'s Man

Mr. K. Janaka, B. A (Lond.) Dip. Ed. (Ceylon)
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Teacher, administrator, co-operator,
patron of the arts, political advisor to
those of every imaginable hue, patron of
sport, trade unionist Mr Tamber has
been a versatile man. It is in his last
capacity as Trade Unionist that we pay
him tribute. As Secretary and President
at various levels from the regional to
the national, as a member of educational
and teachers’ boards and councils and
finally as a Principal with direct autho-
rity over his teachers Mr Tamber has
always been a teachers’ man, conscious
of the teachers’ aspirations, considerate
regarding their problems and co-operative
in working with them for a brighter,
better teachers’ world.

It is either calculated conspiracy or
the considered conclusion of our society
that the profession of the teacher and
the pastor should be reserved to the last
boy in class. Mr Tamber’s academic
record, which was an envy of his con-
temporaries. belies this belief. He was
the first in every class, he walked away
with most of the proficiency prizes every
year and when he passed his Cambridge
Senior, the proficiency prizes in mathe-
matics, physics, chemistry and history
went to him. Whether at Central or the
University College, he was the leader
much sought after. The second senior
Prefect at Central, Secretary of the Senior
Literary Association, the first President of
the Tamil Manram, President of the
Tamil Society at the University College
he held them all with grace and dis-
tinction. Few with such academic record

and versatile distinction would have chosen

the teacher’s profession. But Mr. Tamber
became a teacher.

As a teacher of physics and mathe-
matics he was one of the best, Yet
it was another aspect of the profession
that stirred his imagination. The teachers’
lot was a miserable one and he decided
to champion the difficult cause of the
teacher, difficult because the teacher be-
longed to a difficult class. The upper
class and the workers would organize
and fight, for they have the means or
the opportunity to do so. The lower
middle class of the teacher forced to put
up with proletarian conditions, must yet
aspire to the upper class ways and stan-
dards. It despises the class with which
it should make common cause and is
looked down upon by the class to which
it aspires to belong. The greatest achieve-
ment of Mr. Tamber is that he orga-
nized this otherwise unorganizable lot into
a militant movement.

His experiment started at Central.
He organized the Teachers’ circle and
became its first secretary and subseque-
ntly its president. Never given to what
is theatrical or sensational Mr. Tamber
began his work as champion of teachers’
rights in a quiet, unostentatious way.
He became the secretary of the Jaffna
Town Teachers’ Association in 1934 and
then its President. His contributions were
substantial, recognition and awards were
quick. He soon became the secretary of
the N. P. T. A. and then its President.
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He was elected to the Executive boﬂ)’
afithe AL C N YT ke organized tle
J. T. T. A. library and served as the
Editor of Ceylon Teacher for three yearj-
He was nominated to the Ce-ntral Ad-
visory Council of Eduaction in 1947 a
position he still bolds.

The election of Mr. Tambel_' as the
President of the A C. U. T. in 1949
was unique. He was not nominated Dby
his branch, and yet the highest accolade
in the Teachers’ organization was con-
ferred on him by a grateful teachers’
world because he was solely responsible
for the first conversion of the Teachers’
Salary. The organization knew that he
was the only man among them who knew
his way about the maze that was the
teachers' salary scales, They realized that
he was the only one who had the gift
of patient and deft negotiation with the
bureaucrats who are never subject to
any change

As the President of the A C. U. T.
he became a member of the University
Court, a member of the UNESCO
National Commission and a member of
the Advisory Council of school Broad-
casting.

This was the most fruitful period of
his career. I wonder how many teachers
remember with gratitude that the first
conversion of the teachers’ salary, which
proved advantageous to all categories of
teachers, was the handiwork of Mr. Tamber,
I wonder how many teachers realize that
that the Goonetilleka Scheme of Teachers'
salary was completly revised and a special
chapter was devoted to the teachers in
the sessional paper 14 of 1946, thus opening
4 new chapter in the history of the
profession, on the basis of a memorandum
submitted by Mr Tamber. Do we know
that we enjoy Trade union rights to-day
because of the campaign organized by

mber? I wonder how many wives
and children of teachers realize the debt

g r, as the W. & O P.
thcﬁ (v)vwaes :f;;tg;iﬂzzca result of the fight
2:3 up by Mr. Ta.mber. e

Mr Tamber 18 2 Pa n 2 :
nationalist He was one of lcllle 7 st 1.;2
Jaffna to sport the national r; (iicated
joined the youth congress that ed -
itself for national independance za.nd i
the revival of mational cultqre la.nl : 3‘
an equal status for the natloqa ‘ la lg g
ages with English, the th-en ofﬁmg ar;t
guage He participated in th'c Oy}(];::)h
of the Donoughmore constitution, WhiC
denied independence to our countrye ;:111
along his career as a teacher, .Tra e
Unionist, and educationist he c0n§1stently
advocated secular education and if only
his proposals had been accepte.d, we
would have been spared the anguish and
the storms that threaten us to-day.

If every one of the hundreds of.boys
who have passed through Ceutrnl: is so
sure of himself and has the grit a_nd
ability to manage any situation in w:hlch
he finds himself, the refreshing attitude
Mr. Tamber, as teacher and administator,
had towards the boys especially the back-
ward and the mischievous is largly res-
ponsible. To him every child was im-
portant and if a child was out of the
way, he was not to be neglected, but
a different approach was called for and
the best in him was sure to manifest
itself.

We Congratulate the teachers of Jaffna
Central College on their gesture to com-
memorate Mr Tamber's contributions to
the College and the teacher’s world.
Their decision to construct a block in
his honour is symbolic indeed. As
teachers we thank Mr. Tamber for his
dev?ted service to the cause of the pro-
fession and hope that he will be spared
many, many years to contribute as an
clder statesman tq the educational scien-

tific and cultura] progress of Sri Lanka.
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‘ We Specialize in the Manufacture of
HIGH - CLASS SOCKS

|

Plain and Ribbed in All Colours and Sizes
for
Ladies, Gents and Children

ﬂsL Wom- @ealers gor

LEYDEN SOCKS — STOCKINGS

LeEYyDEN INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Manufacturers of
SOCKS: STOCKINGS: BANIANS: T-SHIRTS - SPORT SHIRTS

7, Hospital Road, - - Jaffna.

—————————

Qumear : 693 »g_js,ﬂ : “Qymgem ¥
B 1D EME LT e

DECOTGH @&pCRTdr
V&,  HTVSE,
@p & @10 Husven i Hei
CFupi Sear Felel
74, mpevudGBHh o B, - wam gpUILIT 6504 L.

Segaram & Sons

IMPORTERS OF NYLON & KURALON
FISHING NETS & TWINES ETC.

Jaffna.

74, Hospital Road, -




'THURAI & Co.

JAFFNA.
23/3, STANLEY ROAD,

Northern Province Agents for :

SONNENSCHEIN BATTERIES

( CAR BULBS AND REWINDING WIRES
AVAILABLE FOR CHEAPEST RATE.

Dealers in :
Sonnenschein Batteries, Battery Charging and Repairing. I

Electrical Fans, Motors and Generators Etc. "
" Undertaken For Renewing ond Repairing.

The Organm ,of the/ Madhya Oli Carni-
val & EXhlblthl’f thank the Commercial
Printing Section  of Eelanadu Ltd., for
their co-operation in bringing out this
Souvenir at a short notice.
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