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For all your requirements of
Motor Spares

Tyres and Tubes

Please Contact

P. Sowasundaram & Co.
293, Stanley Road,
JAFFNA"

Telephone No. 7340

Sivaraj Trading [:q.

DEALER IN
ELECTRICAL
HARDWARES

l

63, MAIN STREET,
POINT PEDRO.

For Modern Clothes

Visit

Hafim Enierprises

22, 24, Clock Tower Road,

JAFFNA.

Dealers i :

Textiles
Readymade Garments
and

Baby Regquirements

"I-I-){Qifk (gestt- @omp{imemgs
of

~Ananthan Mofors

23, CLOCK TOWER ROAD.
JAFFNA.

T’phone: 7340
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With the best Compliments

from

{

Sivaraj Trading Co.,

63, Main Street,
POINT PEDRO.

Dealers in
ELECTRICALS AND
~ HARDWARES

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS
or"

MOTOR SPARES
TYRES & TUBES

Please Contact

P. Somasunderam

293, Stanley Road,
JAFFNA.

T'phone: 7340
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26612, STANLEY ROAD.
JAFFNA.

Distributors for
M. S. INDUSTRIES PRODUCTS

Dealers in

PAINTS, P V C PIPES & HARDWARE.
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KANKESANTURAI.
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C‘Senllmmn .Eracliug @o.,

Wholesale & Retail Dealcrs in
EVERSILVER & BRASSWARES
313, K. K. 8. Road.
JAFFNA,

Telephone: 8139

Approved Dealers for Jafina District -
Aipha Industries Ltd. Products
Iron Safes, Steel Cupboards. Wali

Safes, Filing Cabinets and

Sieel Racks.

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS OF

Auto Suppliers

42, CLOCK TOWER ROAD,
JAFFNA.

T'phone No. 3168
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NEWCO TRADING Co,

(Established 1937)
WITH UNPARALLELED EXPERIENCE AS
SHIPPING AGENTS,
STEVEDORES, LIGHT ERAGE & TRANSPORT

CONTRACTORS B0 fE cand ;
]

IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS - ;
AND o :
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COMPUTER PROGRAMMING
HOTEL ' MANAGEMENT
RADIO. TELEVISION
CLASSES

National Academy

11, MOMSAC BUILDING,
STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA.

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS

FROM

CAMBRIDGE
TUTORIAL
COLLEGE

44, STANLEY ROAD,
JAFFNA,

With the best compliments

of

RAJAH
CREAM HOUSE

36, KASTHURIAR ROAD,
JAFFNA.

WITH THE BEST COMPLIMENTS

FROM

A, K- Mohamed & CO"

14, KASTHURIAR ROAD.
JAFFNA,

T’phone: 8059
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With Best Complimenis

é"cc‘sm

N

BRIGHT LUBRICATION SERVICE

K. K. S. ROAD,
CHUNNAKAM

AVAILABLE ALL KINDS OF
FAN BELTS, OIL. AND DIESEL FILTERS,
LUBICATIONS AND DISTILLED WATER.

INTRODUCING SHORTLY
DRY SERVICE WITHOUT WATER.

. Lt
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Regd. No. 4268 of 4-1-62

CHUNNAKAM,
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RAMBLING THOUGHTS ON THE NEED
FOR CHAMBER MUSIC

by A. PARAM THILLAIRAJAF
(M. A. Dip.-in-Music)

In the last two decades chamber
music has been introduced in the cities of
Madras and Bangalore in South India.
In Jaffna too this has become popular
in recent times.

This has been motivated by an earnest
feeling that our Carnatic Music-one of
our great culiural possessions — is going
through a period of transition in which
is also evident thHe seeds of disruption
If this trend is not arrested in time, we
are faced with the possibility of losing
one of our glorious heritages. The best
in our tradition is challenged by disruptive
forces from within and without. When
music enjoyed the patronage of ruling
princes, noble families and  Adhinams,
genious and originality had a congenial
soil for growth and unfolding Musical
knowledge was freely and efficiently in-
parted under the GURUKULA and
KARNAPARAMPAR  SAMPRADAYA

(Tradition)

In the last half century, in a hurried
world, sweeping changes in the music
world has taken place . There has been
a phenomenal increase in the musical
activities among all classes and grades of
society. The gramaphone, radio and the
silver screen have contributed to this in
a large measure.  Music is at large.
Natnrally, the popularisation of music

has brought in its wake a deterioration in
sum To my mind, hurry, which
is the key-note of all modern life, econ-

competition of cheap, casy and handy
entertainment by the radio and films, the
long arm of the entreprenour with his

cyes on the box office and growing in-
difference to moral values, These arc
some reasons for the decline. The mu-

sician  has developed a commercial and
competitive aftitude to art. The rasikas
on their part have neigher the time nor
patience so sit through long and leisurely
performances as in bygone days. With the
introduction of the mike, people throng
in large numbers as for a gala show or
carnival and certainly this is not a congenial
ground for the zrowth of high and serious
art.

If these are unavoidable, a remedy
must be found outside and inspite of them-
Small groups who have the background
and the urge for close, intensive listen-

- ing have to get together to injoy the purest

form of classical, scientific music. The
best way to achieve this is to arrange
Chamber  Music recitals.  Only such

limited and discriminating audience can
ensure instruction and enlightenment: be-
sides entertainment. Else, a large variety
of valuable ‘heavy’ compositions is in
imminent  danger of extinction.  The
society has also decided to include in such
recitals discourses in music and allied

“subjects. A research paper is to be read

for 15 or 20 minutes by a competent person
followed by a discussion by those present.
These papers are to be preserved for future
use .

omic stress, changes in social habbits, use.



As mentioned earlicr, as the world
is moving fast and changes accuring every
moment, breakneck speed and ryhmic
jugglery is the latest fashion. As a result
madhyamakala kritis are prefered to sou-
kakala (slow tempo) Kritis. As a resuli
quality suffers and BHAVA is lost. Some
exquisite pieces from the great composers
are neglected or even unwanted. Hence,
in chamber ;cuitals these can be revived.
preserved and enriched for posterity.

Nowadays a musician has to depend
on public support. He has no sheltered
existence. He has to please all with their
‘mulitifarious and variegated tastes. Instead
of receiving as payment a lump sum from
one person, he has to think of receiving
something from every listener.  Tudav
middle classes are his supporters. Public
taste is cheap. He has to satisly every
type of rasika. In a concert he has to
sing all types of songs including very light
and unworthy songs. Else he looses the
grip on the public. As a result, music is
cheap, suffers in quality and deteriora of
standards set in. To avoid this, Chamber
music is the only way of preserving and
cnriching classical music. In a battle
between the masses and the cultured minds,
the latter will have to loose. Hence thio
need for a cloistered gathering of a select
audience. This will help the musician (o
be free from economic worries and also
give him an opportunity to perform music
for music sake. We have to realise that
classical music is too heavy for the masses.
To understand classical music, the rasika
must necessarily have a knowledge of the
fundamentals. Hence an invited,  select
and knowledgeable rasikas will be a source
of inspiration to the performer. Light
music is classical music let loose. It is a
spoilt child of it. Chamber music is meant
for people who not only like music but

who also understand it. A lady once

84

remarked 1o Mozart that she immensely
liked his music. To this he replied, E
‘Damn you liking it. Did you under-
stand it" Issenbach has opined that ope
can appreciate only that which one cap
understand The only way make
classical music appear neither too heavy
nor too light is to adorn its scientific frame
with artistic festoons. A clever musician
is a blend of the scholar and the artiste.
Even a lirst rate exponent ol music has to

% -
]

vield to the clamour of a motley audience

in a concert hall and at times indulge in
gimmicks. Today in this era of mass
cultural tastes, it is the box office takings
that determines his greatness. A musician

can make music as the highest form of

worship or the lowest form of licentious-
ness,

When we take into consideration all
that has been stated above, the importance
of holding chamber music recitals be-
comes all the more important. We can't
expect even fop class artistes not to in-
clude light music in his public recitals.
For his living, he has to compete with so
many types of musicians. FEven in South
India, top class musicians like Madurai
Somu and Balamurali indulge in all sorts
of ‘Suha Sangeeth’ renderings and swara
gimmicks. Gone are the days when mu-
sicians  took a delight in singing such
serious music that rasikas or even fellow
musicians could not understand. There
were musicians who were so selfish and
mean that they would’nt impart their
knowledge even to their children. But
nowadays with the tape-recorder, grama-
phones and radios, this unfortunate situ-
ation does not exist. Chamber music
with a limited discriminating audience,

- gives the musician a chance to remain their

high standards without sacrificing at the :
altar of expediency. ‘(E’aﬁ-fd..--on'-miwf
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e FLUTE

DR. J. KANGATHARAN

The association of the flute with Lord
Krishna reveals that the flute is one of the
carliest musical instruments. It is very
dificult to know when the flute was invented.
It is perhaps as old as Hinduism itself.
The earliest mention of the flute appears
in the Sangam literature of about the
second century A.D. In comparasion the
Nathesvaram has been mentioned only in
800 A.D. Very little literature is available
on the flute. One reason may be it,
simplicity in structure. In spite of it’s
simplicity, the flute is capable of the entire
spectrum of audible’ frequencies. In ad-
dition it is capable of conveying the bhave
are wants to. This amzing musical capacity
in spite of extreme simplycity is perhaps
one reason why the flute is associated
with divinity.

The flute is a wind instrument. Unlike
the Nathesvarm and the Harmoniam
which are also wind instruments the flute
has no need to produce the notes.

The flute consists of a cylindrical
tube of wood (sometimes metal) closed
at one end. This end is called the head
end. Towards the head end is a hole
called the mouth hole, through wich air
is blown to produce the note. A short
but specifuc distance from the mouth hole
are 7 to 8 holes which can be closed or
opened with the fingers. These are.called
the Key holes or note holes. A diagram

of the flute is given below. Which is self
explanatery.
e ed 6 q_.q e o000 )

T Awasuw

A right handed individual uses three
fingers of his left hand and four fingers

of his right hand to manupulate the key
notes, N

The flute is held horizantaly,. Air is
blown steadily and sofily through partialy
closed lips to produce the note. It is
important to blow the least amount of
air to produce a pleasant note. FExcess air
will cause a hiss or the higher octave,
which can be harsh to the ear. A flute
is a capable of producing 2.5 octaves.

In carnatic music the key holes are
designed to correspond to the scale of
the raga Harikhambothi. This may vary
with different systems of music. At the
higher octave the flute produces relativley
pure notes. At the lower octave a number
of overtones are produced which results
in a very rich note. The greater part
of a song is usually played on the middle
octave. To produce the lower or higher
octave one has only to blow softly or
hardly respectivley.  To produce Hall
tones or qwarter tones one has to partialy
open the respective key holes. In this
way all the notes in the various mela gartha
ragas can be produced.

Just as the pitch of an individuals
voice is determined by the anatomical
configuration of one’s larynx (= e eudar )
the pitch of the flute most suited to one is
determined by the anotamical configur-
ation of one’s fingers. The smaller the
fingers the smaller has the filute got to be,
and hence higher the pitch: Those with
long fingers . can with advantage play

~ longer flutes with a lower pitch.
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The size of the key holes has to be de-
signed so that the player could comfort-
ably close the key holes with whole pulp
of the fingers.

The flute has been the oldest musical
instrument in  many countries. The
Indian flute has not undergone much
change from its ancient stuctuere except
for the change in the design of its key hole
1o suite the differant music stystems.

and Egyptians
Through
undergone

The ancient Greeks
too had flutes of their own.
the centuries the flute had
several chanches,

In western music the modern flute
dates to 1847, Theobald Boehm in-
vented this flute made of metal (silver),
The key holes were controlled by a syster
of keys similar to the -clarionet.

In addition to the Boechm flute tywg
other types of flutes are used, mainly in
symphony orchestras: vis. the Piccolo and
the Fife.

The piccolo is a high pitched flute with
keys to operate the key holes.

The fife is also a high pitched flute but
the key holes arc closed with the fingers,
The Fife is often used in martial music,

M‘“

(Contd.o n page 84)

I feel very sincerly that only chamber
music recitals can  maintain standards.
This is perhaps the reason why this has
been started all over South India-primarily
on the initiative of musicians. Outstand-
ing musicians in India have told me that
some masterpieces cannot be rendered in
concert halls because the majority cannot
comprehend them. We have fto accept
the fact that as a result of socialising music,
standards have fallen. We can’t find now
equals like Konneripuram Vaithianatha
Iyer, Thirukodikaval Krishna Tyer, Narayana
Pillai etc. The present lot cannot be even
compared to the ecarlier generation like
Ariyakudi, Maharajapuram, Musiri, Shem-
bai, G.N.B.Madurai Mani etc. Among
the living only Chitoor, Mudikondan and
Mayavaram Rajam belong to the old
school.

the decline in standards:-

L. Financial. As a result of gi-ving
_ . tution and that too in different

T would like to give some reasons for

srutis to various pupils, his vioce
1s affected. Further, he has no
time to practice.

|2
B

Improper learning.

fad
B

Improper coaching.

4. Craving for earning, Before fifty
years ago competent  musicians
had no such economic problems.

within a

they

A

Desire for popularity
short time. Prematurely
start  giving recitals.

6. The music schools can never be a
substitute to the Gurukula system.

We in Jaffna intend to get the services
of all top rankinz musicians in this very
sacred endeavour to preserve. foster and
propagate this finest of fine arts. The
stress in these recitals will be on the educ-
ative value and not on entértainment.

1 wish the Faculty of Fine Arts of the
University of Jaffna will also encourage
this, \ =2
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