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THE EDITOR

DEATH OF A TRUE PATRICIAN

“ Pjitiful end of the menthat love life” “But my life God will rescue from the
power of that lower darkness, a life that find acceptance with Him.........Short
is man’s careless enjoyment of earthly goods. Man is a breath that passes.
To Thee Lord. Mercy belongs; Thou wilt repay every man the rewards of his
deeds.”™ (Psalm 48:14, 16, 21 & Psalm 61:i0 & 13)

HE “ Patrician Sunshine” mourns with profound grief the sudden death of
its founder and benefactor, and extends its heartfelt sympathies to his
bereaved family. Tne °‘P. S.” was founded by the late Dr. Phillips in 1986
when it was suggested to him by the present Editor. This name —a brain
wave of his to remind Patricians of the Old ‘B.S.’ - unfolds one of the pleasing
aspects of the great personality of Dr. Phillips. A personality of pent up sunshine
that struggled to burst out and flood the world — the world in which he moved.

Like Fr. Long his great Rector and mentor and whom he adored
almost as a demigod, he was a power in Jaffna - an immense power for good —
as immense as his cheerful and wonderful personality bursting into smiles
and laughter like bottled Sunshine. We are reproducing elsewhere in this
issue an article on Fr. Long by the late Mr, C. X. Martyn which appeared in
the Ceylon Daily News on the occasion of the release of a postage stamp in
honour of Fr. Long by the Sri-Lankan Government. This is partly a posthumous
honour we wish to bestow on Dr. Phillips who himself followed in the footsteps
of his great Rector by putting service above self.

Man knows not what a day, nor an hour, nay a minute may bring
forth. It was just a few months back that the supreme optimist Dr. Phillips was
with us, the spruce smiling Phillips, the prince of stimulators. We are not to
write t0o0 much about this great human dynamo. This has been amply and ably
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done by the numerous very fine and very nice messages and glowing tributes in
this magazine. We are only to say what a true Patrician he was!

Dr. Phillips was the very embodiment of the Patrician Motto ‘Fide-el-
Labore’. No one can gainsay that he was indeed a true Patrician in every
sense of the word and being imbued with it shaped and fashioned his life
on the true spirit and letter of the College ‘Motto’ “FIDE-ET-LABORE”— by
faith and by labour. Yes, he truly lived by faith; faith in God, faith in the
goodness of man and faith in himself. His was a faith as said in the Legion
Prayer: ‘...... firm and immovable as a rock through which he rested tranquil
and steadfast amid the crosses, toils and dissapointments of life; a courage-
ous faith which inspired him to undertake and carry out without hesitation
great things for God and for the salvation of souls’ A man of indomitable
spirit, in the face of many grave situations involving proud and conceited
men and women, Dr. Phillips was a ‘Fides Intrepida’ a man of fearless faith.
in the true spirit of faith as a true Patrician and by dint of hard labour he
set himself to ennoble his fellow men.

The love this man, this true Patrician bore for his Alma Mater and the
0O.B. A. is more than words can describe. We were astounded and amazed at
the tremendous amount of enthusiasm he showed at the issue of the Fr.
Long stamp and for the publication of the stamp Souvenir. It was obvious
he was determined to prove what @ true Patrician should be and to live up to
the ideals of the ‘Motto’ of the O. B. A. “Pro Veritate et Justitia.*’. Yes he
was dedicated to Truth and Justice and upheld them both even to the sxtent
of risking his own reputation. In an age witnessing the havoc and desolation
of disintergrating systems, traditions, and beliefs, this stand was indeed Patrician.
In a world where people live false lives, where the diabolic and the wicked.
are presented as the paragon of virtue, Dr. Phillips was a true beacon light.

With the death of the Senior Vice President Dr. Phillips many critics
may have entertained the thought, in view of the prominent part he played,
that both the O.B.A. and the Patrician Sunshine were bound to fold up-
But this fine memorial Souvenir in your hands will we are sure give the lie to
such a thought and prove that with Dr. Phillips® spirit moving us the great
Patrician family is surely gcing to grow from strength to strength. Mence,
we offer this Number a a souvenir and as a tribute of love and gratitude to
all that he has been to us, the ‘P.S.’, St. Patrick’s and the whole Patrician
Family. Even with our little world careening wildly down the ftrack to ruin,
we may hope that steady hands and courageous hearts will gain control
and steer us again on the road to peace. We shall miss this great Justice
of dlhe Peace, who strove and strove ceaselessly in the pursuit of Justice
and Peace, of Honour and Truth and to alleviate pain and suffering. Words
cannot adequately describe the help and encouragement given to the ‘P.S.’
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by this prince of animators. What was said of the Elder Pitt might well be
said of Dr. Phillips both literally and metaphorically: ‘“Mo man ever entered
his room who did not come out a new man.” He had a special corner for
the ‘P.S.” and °‘P.S.” owes so much to him that it is-to use a stereo type
phrase - its bounden duty to express its sorrow in a special manner, and
it does so with immense grief. As tears well up in our eyes these words
of Jawharial Nehru and Sarojini Naidu come to our minds: "“The light has
gone out of our iives and there is darkness everywhere.”” — J. N. **How can
he die, who through his life and conduct and sacrifice, who through his love
and courage and faith has taught us that the spirit matters and not the
flesh ?*” — S. N.

Dr. Phillips has joined the immortals. He was a militant who belonged
to the Church Militant. He has fought the good fight and triumphed to be
in the Church Triumphant. We are sure he will find a special place in the
valhalla of the nation’s heroes and its illustrious dead. Perhaps Dr. Phillips
would want us to remember these words from Thomas Gray’s Elegy to show

us life's nothingness.

‘The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power,
And all that beauty, all that wealth e’r gave,
Awaits alike th’ inevitable hour :-

The path of glory lead but to the grave.’

And perhaps wishes too that this be his epitaph:
‘Here rests his head upon the lap of earth.
A man to fawn and to fear unknown;

Fair science frownad not on his humble birth,

And melancholy marked him for our own.

Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere;
Heaven did a recompense as largely send:

He gave to Misery all he had, a tear,

He gain’d from Heaven, ’twas all he wish’d, a friend.

No farther seek his merits to disclose,

Or draw his frailties from their dread abode,
(There they alike in trembling hope repose )
The bosom of his Father and his God.’

In valediction we’d like to quots the words of Sir Winston S. Churchill with
a very slight modification: ‘“ Never was so much owed by so many to this
one single man!”. Goodbye, dear friend, and God rest you till we meet again
at Jesus’ Feet.
W. J. P. Gnanaretnam
Editor
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HE untimely death of Dr. J. P. C. Phillips is

indeed a great loss to the church in Jaffna and

to the Tamil community. He has been in the fore-

front of many activities in the social and religious

field, besides his eminent position as a medical
practitioner.

Dr. Phillips was an exemplary catholic. Being 9%
steeped in catholic tradition, he offered himself | ,

whole-heartedly to the service of the church. For ¥ i
many years in succession, he served as the Presi-

dent of the Laity Council, and of various other
religious associations with much dedication and
faithfulness. As a prominent member of the parish council of St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Jaffna, he directed its activities successfully placing
his various talents and energy unreservedly at its disposal.

He was a distinguished Old Boy of St. Patrick’s College and served
his Alma Mater as Vice-President of the Old Boys’ Association in Jaffna.
He was mainly responsible for establishing the Patrician Institute of Higher
Studies and Patrician Industrial Institute, which is helping the youth of
Jaffna to train themselves for suitable employments. He functioned as
Chairman of the Institute till his death.

He was a man full of enthusiasm and optimism. His involvement
n the various spheres of social activities marked him out as one who had
the interest of the community at heart. The conferment of the title and
honour of * Justice of the Peace” by the Government was a clear
acknowledgement of his noble deeds.

While acknowledging with gratitude the yeoman services he rendered
to the church and community in Jaffna, we offer our deepest sympathies
to his widow and children and pray God that He consoles them and grant
eternal rest to His faithful servant Dr. Phillips.

Bishop's House, +ﬂyj LSRN

Jaffna.
11-07-1991 Bishop of Jaffna.
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am glad to avail myself of this
I opportunity to pay my tribute to
an eminent citizen of Jaffna and a
lover of his people in the person of
late Dr. J. P. C. Philips.

He being 2 Medical Practitioner
by profession, devoted his time,
energy and skills to the service of
his people... absolutely not interested
in party politics. Be it sports or
social work such as technical edu-
cation or religious field, where he was leader of the Laity
Council, he always gave of his best by his leadership and
example without vying for honours. Service was his motto-

Having had the privilege of knowing him and working
with him very closely while in Jaffna, | must admit that Jaffna
has lost a brilliant star that lit the paths of its people during
the darkest and most critical period of its history. The
Church has lost an ardent and exemplary champion of its
cause. St Patrick’s College has lost an eminent old boy who
was a pillar of strength at all times. In short the untimely

demise of Dr. Philips is an irreparable loss to the public
of Jaffna.

May his soul find its reward in the Lord and may
the Almighty be the consolation for his bereaved family.

¥ Joseph Kingsley Swampillai

Bisho i = i
Bishop’s House, hop of Trinco - Batticaloa
Batticaloa.

12-07-1991
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SOME are born great, some others

die great. Doctor J. P. C. Phillips,
lived great. During his life time he per-
formed even small deeds, spoke even
simple words, suffered even great sor-
rows, all with a noble heart, full of love.
He had a heart truly greaat and gracious
that was also tender and compassionate.

There dominated in him a generous
concern for the welfare of the college, the
church, the community, and for the good
of all he associated with. There was
humaneness in the execution of his great
designs whether as a devoted doctor, or
as a loyal Old Boy of the College or
as a noble citizen. In moments of great
achievements and success he showed a
remarkable degree of moderation and unfeigned simplicity.

He, as senior Vice-President of the OBA, placed service above
self and continued to be actively engaged in all the activities of
the association until the end. | shall not hesitate to say that he
was the moving spirit and live-wire of this association for over 15
years. His loss will be greatly felt for many many years to come by
all the members of the great Patrician Family.

May the Good Lord reward His faithful servant, Dr. J. P.C.
Phillips, and comfort his bereaved family.

11



A Great Catheolic Leader

Y association with the late Doctor J. P. C. Philips
began at St. Patrick's Where we both were

students. Even then he had developed the special
leadership qualities and was a popular student inter-
ested in a variety of College activities.

He always wanted to serve his Alma Mater, his
people and his native place. He embraced everyone
and everything that came within his view and never
tiied of supporting and uplifting them. He was a man
of all seasons and for all people. His indefatigable
nature and perseverance made all that he undertook
to bscome a success. His interests were manifold and to everyone of them he
offered personal and full attention.

The Good Lord was with him and blessed him and all his undertakings
His deep and living Faith in the Lord and his manifold involvements and attach-
ment to the Church were visible and made him a dedicated and fully comitted
Christian Leader of a high calibre. He accomplished much within the limited time
the Lord allowed him proving himself a  good and faithful steward ”

His contribution to the diocese and to the Cathedral Parish in particula
can never be equalled. As the President of the Jaffna Diocesan Union, the
undisputed leader of the Laity, he carried out his duties with distinction and a
sense of dedication, often representing the Diocese at the National Catholic
Union of Sri Lanka, where he spotlighted the position of the Church and the people
of the Diocese during the turbulent days.

| have a sacred duty to mention here of his great contribution in the comple-
tion of St. Mary's Cathedral building. This great work could not have been com-
pleted without the tireless work, great enthusiasm and intense activity of Doctor
Philips who served as the Chairman of the Building Committee together with
the members. He played a dynamic role especially in raising funds and organising
:3&1‘333:5 Carnivals and other activities. He infused much enthusiasm and an abiding
nterest in the parish of the Cathedral towards building, decaration and maintenance

of the
he Cathedral Church. in the hearts and minds of the Cathedral Parishioners.
¥Z

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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We are all deeply indebted to him in many ways and we earnestly pray to God to
reward him amply for his fidelity to the Mother Church, and for his exemplary life of
faith and good works. May his great soul rest in the true peace and joy of the
Blessed. i

He has left a vaccum in the leadership of the Catholic Laity which cannot
be easily filled- We humbly pray thatinspired by his Iife and work, others will
rise up to fill in his place in the Laity among our people of God.

| also wish to convey his bereaved wife and children our deep sorrow
at his untimely death and our abiding gratitude for ali that he was to us all.

Bishop’s House Fr. J. P. E. Selvarajah
Jaffna Chancellor & General Secretary
17-7- 1991 Diocese of Jaffna.
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few months before that fateful day

of Dr. Phillips’ death in Madras on
31-5-1991, I had the occasion to visit
him in Jayawardenepura Hospital in
Colombo. It was a meeting that I cannot
forget in my life. He was still the same
simple and unassuming personality
who shared with me the experiences
of his many and varied activities in
the diocese of Jaffna. Service to
humanity was almost uppermost in his
mind and was his one and only concern.

Now Dr. Phillips is no more, but
I am sure the people of all denomi-
nations of the Jaffna Diocese and in
particular the parishioners of St, Mary’s
Cathedral young and old will cherish
the memory of this great and large-
hearted man for years and years to
come. We are really wonderstruck
to learn that in the somewhat brief
span of his life he had achieved so
much. T knew him travelling up and
down to Vavuniya and Mannar at his
own expense, long before the diocese

14

of Mannar was carved out of Jaffna,
rendering yeoman service in the field
of education and formation of the
Catholic Laity according to the norms
of Vatican II and rendering free service
in recruiting members for the Jaffna
Provident Fund Society of which he
was the honorary President for a long
time till his death. He was a
gentleman at heart and to his finger
tips. The talks he gave bear ample
testimony to his erudition and his
passion for christian values specially
at a time when these values are
misrepresented.

Inspite of his diverse involvements
he had a profound attachment to his
religion : nay it was his deep religious
commitment that made him devote
himself to the service of God and
man with enthusiasm and great pleasure.
He made his private visit to the
Blessed Sacrament and recited his
family rosary regularly. This was the
secret of his spiritual stremgth.

Thus it is fitting that Dr. Phillips
was chosen for the rare privilege of
being the President of the Jaffna
Diocesan Union consecutively for a
long period after Mr. V. A. Alagacone
the then M. P. for Mannar. He placed
his whole family in the service of the
parish.

He had been the livewire behind
the Jaffna District Football Association
and many other sports clubs and won
the acclaim of the non—catholic brethren
too.
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Dr. Phillips had been snatched
from us by death. Sorrow has entered
our hearts and we mourn his passing
away. But he lives in the hearts and
minds of those who knew him,
respected him and loved him.

In life he impressed me asa man
of stoic resignation to the will of
God,

It was very hard for me to be the
first to break the sad news of his
death in Madras, which was announced
over the Indian Radio that night, to
his sister and nieces who never expected
that this would happen to him.

Let us extend our
condolences to his widow Moira and
children Ranjith and Ajith. His death
has been a greap loss to his family,
the catholic Community and the Tamil
people in general,

May his
of the Lord.

soul rest in the peace

Rev, Fr. S, Hilary Jebanesan

St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Jaffna,
15th Aug. 1991

“I have fought the good Jight, I have finished the race, 1 have

kept the faith,

crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
will award me on that Day and not
to all who have loved His appearing. "’

Henceforth there is laid

up for me the

the righteous Judge
only to me but also
— Timothy 4 ; 7—8

15



Dr. Dhilips— A4 Medel “Dioneer
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HE death of Dr. J. P. C. Philips has left an irreqarable
T void in the Medical services of this part of the island.

He was a conscientious and sympathetic Doctor who was
ever prepared to treat even the poorest, even without charg-
keen social worker and was also the

ing a fee. He was a
of Jaffna for several

Chairman of the Foot-ball Federation
years.

He was the pioneer of the North Lanka Medical College.
The rejection of eligible students to the Medical faculty
due to the lack of place and Government policies led him
to work out a scheme to satisfy the aspiration of these
students. He therefore contacted all the other medical
colleagues and proceeded to form the North Lanka Medical

College.

His untimely death has been a big blow to this college.

The best tribute that we could pay him is to continue his
ideals,

Dr. T. Gangadharan

The trouble with making intelligent suggestion is that you're
apt to be appointed to carry them out. ~— Gene Brown



Taking his oath of office as an all-island J. P.
before Mr. Aseervatham, High Court Judge.
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Dr. J. P. C. PHILLIPS J. r. My KINSMAN

THOUGH the late Dr. Phillips and
I come from the same area in
Jafina Town yet I had not known
him as a boy or had any contact
with him or his family in our locality,
I have no recollection of knowing
him in St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna as
a student even though my career has
been in the same College. This may
be due to the vast gapin age between
Dr, Phillips and myself. He must have
been in the lower classes when I was
in the upper classes and later left
school and took up employment.

I heard and saw Dr. Phillips very
much later when he set up his own
practice in Jaffna Town. It was indeed
very fortunate that God decreed that
I should know him better and made him
my kinsman when he married my
brother’s daughter. From then on I
came to know him very closely and
intimately. Within a short period he
built up a very lucrative practice in
Jaffna Town out-beating all other senior
practitioners in Jaffna Town. His name
and fame started spreading like wild

fire and patients flocked from all parts
of the Northern Province. It could be
casily said that the entire population
in Jafina town flocked to him for treat-
ment. He commanded the Jove and
respect of all communities, especially the
muslims, as they had implicit trust in
him.

The hard work, genuiness and im-
plicit faith in the Lord Jesuns and Blessed
Mother Mary assisted him to make
his practice grow rapidly and find a
place for himself amongst leading people
in Jaffna Town. I am pleased and
proud to hear that his name and fame
rocketed up soon after his marriage
to my niece. They were a loving ever
smiling couple who worked together
in great harmony to assist one and all
who came to them for help.

Dr. Phillips did not confine his
interest to medical practice alone. He
actively participated in all social, cul-
tural and religious development in the
North in general and Jaffna town in
particular, It was he who gave the
incentive for the development of Club
cricket and Foot-ball in Jaffna. He
gave a full flip to the dormant Jaffna
Foot Ball League. He encouraged syste-
matical training of Cricket Umpires
and Foot-ball Refereces. He held the
post of President of the Association of
both these games in the North for
several years in succession. His interest
in Athletics was equally strong. There
were many an occasion when he had
discussed Athletics with me and I was
astounded to find the deep knowledge
he had in these games.

17
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His interest in religious affairs were
even stronger. He was a greal devotee
of our Blessed Mother Mary and made
it a point to find time, amongst his
many duties, to rush to the jungle
shrine of Madhu for every annual
festival at least for a couple of days.
He was a very disappointed man when
he could not do this annual trip in
recent years due to the war situation
in this part of the country. He took
a very keen interest in completing the
Cathedral building and made very
genuine efforts to raise funds. He was
the President of the Laity Council of
Jaffna Diocese for a number of years.
He was a very staunch and ardent
Roman Catholic who strictly followed
the Teaching of Our Lord Jesus and
the Holy Catholic Church. Rosary was
his forte and one could find him and
his wife reciting the Rosary together at
dusk every day in the Charch of Our
Lady of Miracles.

He was a very good organiser and
a ‘go-getter”. He has been bestowed
with the gift of selecting the correct
persons to carry out his plans. The
O.B.A. of St. Patrick’s College was
revitalised due to his untiring efforts.
The 1974 and 1977 Carnivals and EX-
hibitions are memories of his talents
of organisation. In fact I have heard
people nick naming him as the Donavan
Andreo of the North. Both the Patri.

* *

cian Institute of Higher Studies and
the Patrician Industrial Institute are
living monuments to his memory. He
has helped many non-Christian orga-
pisations as well. Anyone who appealed
to him for help was never sent away
empty handed.

In the home situation, he made his
family a grand example of what a Catholic
family ought to be. He was deeply and
genuinely attached to all his relatives.
He not only helped his widowed sister
and her children but also his parents—
in-law and their children. He treated
them as his own and went all out to
settle them in life. In fact when in the
Present world there is a lot of jealousy
%ad hypocrisy even amongst own sib-
lings and parents, Dr. Phillips has been
a shining living example of how a true
Christian should love his brethren. He
never helped others looking for some-
thing in return. It is due to this that
God blessed him immensely.

I am personally grieved that he should
have finished his race in the world so
soon, not waiting to see the fruits of
his labour through his children. He has
romped home at such a short age when
we all expected him to bury us. I cannot
g0 on anymore and invoke the Almighty
to grant him enternal rest.

M. L. Gunasingham

*

Freedom suppressed and again regained bites with keener

fangs than freedom neyer endangered.

18
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& Datrician o} Great Calibre

ST- PATRICK’S has produced men of great
calibre. One of the greatest of them un-
doubtedly is Dr. J. P. C. Phillips who passed
away in India on 31-5-91. He was a Patrician
in every sense of the word. True to the motto of
his Alma Mater “ Fide et Labore ” the motivating
§ factor for all his actions was his implicit faith
in God and high sense of dedication to whatever
objectives he endeavoured to achieve. Undaunted
he would forge ahead. Whenever he took a step
. forward he never looked back. In the process he

- " would motivate his associates too for concerted
action until the task was accomplished.

His pioneering efforts in the field of social activities were well
known. Of the rhany and varied contributions he has made jin this
sphere, | shall refer in particular to the Patrician Institute of Higher
Studies and the Patrician Industrial Institute of which he was Chairman
of the Board of Directors from their very inception in 1976. His contri-
bution to the success of the Institutes cannot be measured by words.
Positive results stand out as a monument to his memory. The vast
strides of progress over the years are ample proof. He was hard pressed
for time as he was on call all the time at his nursing home, yet he
would not miss a visit to the Institutes even for a few moments daily
just to see how things were. These two Institutes had grown with him
and he with them.

Dr. Phillips has left the impress of his personality and great qualities
of head and heart upon all of us who came to know him. His demise
now leaves a tragic loss and a depressing void in our midst. He is no
more but his great spirit prevails and lives in our hearts as an inspired
memory to all of us.

May he take his well earned reward in the peace of the Lord.

George A. Gnanapragasam
5/10 Press Lane. (Chairman. Patrician Institutes)

Jafina
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A PLEASING CONTEMPORARY

I am pleased to contribute an article

for a Souvenir to be released by
the St. Patrick’s Old Boys’ Association
in memory of the late Dr. J. P. C.
Philips.

So much has been said about his
life, suecess and achievements after his
premature death that I don’t think I
can bring out anything new about him
in this article. But suffice it to say
that he was my contemporary as a
student at St. Patrick’s College up to
the University Entrance Examination;
at the Medical College and the Catholic
Medical Hostel; as internees at the
Jaffna General Hospital; and as Private
Practitioners. Both of us hailed from
the same area and practised there.

His life up to the time of gradua-
tion was one of hardships and turmoil,
But he overcame these obstacles with
courage determination and perseverance.
Tuitions were more an exception than
a rule during our college days. In
this situation it is with a sense of
pride that I recollect that our batch
entered the University without a regular

Zoology teacher for the two years in
the entrance class. We had four
inexperienced teachers in all during
this period with intervals where we
had no teacher at all. The memories
of the dissections of the rat, toad etc.
On our own at our homes by both of
us are very pleasant indeed.

I take pride in saying that our
batch of students produced the best
results for St. Patrick’s College as the
university Entrance Examination; except
one all entered the University and |
am happy to say that al] are doing
very well in life. The distressing feature

~is oud of my contemporaries Dr. E. V.

Bastiampillai who specialised in Obste-
trics and Gynaecology and Dr. Philips
dicd at the prime of their life and gt
the height of their fame.

At the Medical College he was a
model student. His main and only
objective was studies. He gave full
concentration to his work and he had
no diversions. He was with his books
at the hostel or the library; and would
spend his leisure hours in the wards
gaining clinical experiences. At the
hestel he was always confined to his
room with his books, being the last to
go to bed and the first to get up
in the mornings. His only diversion
if one may call it so, was tennis and

table tennis, the latter of which he
thoroughly enjoyed.

Both of us owe a lot for what we
achieved to the guidance, encouraging
advice and help extended by the late

Bishop Dr. Emilisnuspillai. If not for
this, not only we but many others too,
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could not have cmpleted their course
of studies.

As an internee he was a devoted,
duty - conscious and punctual house
officer. He relieved much of the responsi-
bilities of the Specialists under whom
he worked so that their visits to the
wards were reduced. The nursing staff
were happy when he was on duty as
most of the more difficult decisions
about patients and nursing tasks were
taken over by him. When on call
duty, he would be in the ward before
the call book could go back to the
ward. :

During the following three years
or so we were seperated.” Dr. Philips
continued for a year or so at Jaffna
Hospital and then was transferred to
Horowapothana and' T was transferred
te Kayts." However I gathered that he
had continued his devoted service at
Horowapothana. His zeal and enthusi-
asm created problems for him there.
His services seemed to be damaging
to the  interests of a  prominent
Ayurvedhic Physician there. This physi-
cian used his local and political influence
to harass Philips so much that itwas
a contributory factor to his premature
retirement from government service and
starting private practice in Jaffna. The
Jaffna public should be thankful to this
physician, for it was his action that
piecipitated Philips’ entry into private
practice in Jaffna.

There is nothing new that T can
Say about him as a private practitioner,
because Philips had become a household
Name in many s home¢ in Jaffna.
Private practice in Jaffna at that time
was the field of the old and experienced

9
-

and his entry into his field was just
four years after graduation. He gradu-
ally built up his private practice and
won the faith and confidence of all
who sought his medical care and

attention.

As a private practitioner I know
how difficult the private practitioners’
life in Jaffna is. Patients in Jaffna are
very exacting indeed. They have no
consideration even for the basic needs
of the private practitioner. Each
patient considers himself / herself to be
the only patient and wants all attention
and care devoted on himself/ herself
however trival the ailment may be.
They have no consideration for the
other patients however serious their
ailment may be. Even after his serious
illness, exacting demands were made
on him and he continued his dedicated
service confined to his dispensary and
room and this probably hastened his
death.

His entry into the arena of social
activities was marked by his nomination
as Chairman of the Jaffna Hospital
Committee. He was involved in the
activities of various sports clubs and
organisations. But his outstanding
contribution was as Vice President of
the Jaffna Branch of the St. Patrick’s
Old Boys’ Association and as Chairman
of the Patrician Institute of Higher
Studies. He was instrumental in giving
new vitality to the Old Boys’ Association.
He was the Chief Organiser of the
Patrician Institite of Higher Studies
and its “present stature is duoe to his
untiring efforts,

He was the Secretary of the North
Lanka Medical College. This was a
brain child of Dr. Xavier and his
tircless efforts since its inception are
praise - worthy.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



His contribution in the field of
sports will be appreciated when one
copsiders the trying and unpredictable
circumstances and times under which
he was president of the Jaffna Football
Association and the Jaffna Umpires’
Association. The numerous tournaments
he organised; the teams from other
areas and foreign teams that were
invited to play in Jaffna; the
tournaments of the Jaffna team outside
Jaffna bear ample testimony to his
efforts.

The Presidency of the Jaffna Laity
Council and the Jaffna Diocesan
Provident Society which he held for
mapy years illustrates his continued
involvement in the activites of the
Catholic Church.

In the light of these activities his
appointment as an  All Island Justice
of Peace was one which he richly
deserved.

The strain of being involved in
all these activities, in addition to the
demands of his patients, together with
the high tensions of the day; and the
difficult  travelling  problems that
prevailed in Jaffna during the time of
his grave illness were all contributing
factors that hastened his death.

Jaffna is all the poorer by his
death. His patients without a physician

in whom they had implicit faith and
unfailing confidence: the Old Boys
Assogiation and the Patrician Institute
of Higher Studies without its chief
architect; the field of sports especially
football without its chief organiser:
and the Jaffna Diocese without a
stalwart and a driving force.

In the light of all these it is
tragic to note that one who had )
much influence and appreciation in
Jaffna, at the time of his severe illness
in India was destined to be without
the company, comfort and help of all
these who owed a lot to him. Iiis
a further distressing feature that the
Jaffna public could not even pay their
last respect to him. '

However I am sure that he will
be long remembered by one and all
who knew him and came into contact
with him during his lite.

A contemporary of mine at the
Catholic Medial Hostel used to very
often quote:

* Memories are shorter,
Meémonies of Service are painfully shorter

I am conviaced that this will be
proved wrong in the case of Dr. Philips.
Dr. A, L, Abraham

671, Beach Road,
Jaffna.

You use a glass mirror to see your face; you use works of

art. to see your soul,

— Bernara Shaw
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PHILLIPS THE

DOCTOR JOSEPH PATRICK
CHRISTY PHILLIPS, Justice of
Peace for Sri Lanka was a real
physician in every sense of the word.
Though a qualified Medical Graduate,
yet he did not confine himself only
to medicating for physical illness. He
was a healer of body, soul and
mind, My association and closeness
with him extend to over the past
three and a half decades.

I am so full of the knowledge
of the various admirable qualities of
this amiable personality that I do not
know where to start and where to
end. However, [ shall attempt to
confine myself to some of the different
phases of life which have left a very
great impact on me.

I first came to know the late
Dr. J. P. C. Phillips in the latter part
of 1953 or early part of 1954, when
he came over to Anuradhapura as a
member of the tutorial staff of St.
Joseph's College, whilst awaiting the
results of the Varsity entrance examin-
ation. He was introduced to me as
a new member of the teaching staff
of St. Joseph’s College wanting acco-
modation. The very first sight of
this young man had a great impact
on me and attraction to  him. He
thus became a new member of “Des-
parados” — the ‘chummery’ we ran
under that name.

_ During his short and brief stay
In Anuradhapura, he became very very
close to me. | found that he was
attached to his home in Jaffna and
would promptly leave for Jaffna on
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and
A’pura on Monday mornings. It was

Friday after-noons return to
during this period that I was called
upon by the then Parish Priest of
St. Joseph’s Church Anuradhapura,
the late Rev. Fr. M. S. Nallaiah oM 1.,
to reorganise the Catholic Club which
went into oblivion some years ago.
Dr. Phillips followed me where-ever I
went like a shadow, after school, care-
fully observing all 1 did. From the
first day he started calling me *“*Annan”
- an elder brother — and continued to
address me in this term to the last,
even in the midst of senior officials
and strangers. I can even now re-
collect how happy and proud he felt
at the opening of the revived Catholic
Club with all Staff officers like Doctors,
Engineers, and Judges attending. He ex-
pressed his sincere thanks and admir-
ation to me for the work done.

When Christy left Anuradhapura
to enler the wuniversity, I felt as if
some part of myself had been taken
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away. However he kept in contact
with me for some years. As he was
busy with his studies, even this contact
decreased. Then I met him again
when he was appointed as District
Medical Officer of Horowapothana. I
was transferred out of Anuradhapura
to Vavuniya and once again there
was a very brief break in our contact.
We soon came together again when
he set himself in private practice in
Jafina and I visited Jaffna very often
to see my parental family. From then
on our association was close and
continuous, even though I was outside
Jaffna, till he finished his assignment
in this world and romped home to
his Master.

For any person who sces Phillips
for the first time, he appears to be a
very stubborn, gluin-looking person
with a stern exterior. But once they
talk to him, they discover the real
person with a genuine and out-pour-
ing desire to help every one. As a
physician, his practice soared very high
within a short period. | could confi-
dently say that he outbeat all the
other private practitioners in Jaffna
town, who had been in practice decades
before he started work. This only
proves that he was coasidered to be
a very kind, patient and effective
physician. His name and fame as a
physician went out of the boundaries
of Jaffna Town and patients came
to him from all over the Peninsula
and even the Northern Province. The
Muslim community in Jaffna District
flocked to him. He won the love
and respect of the Muslim community
and was a special invitee in all their
religious and social functions,
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He actively participated in and
promoted all social, cultural and religi-
ous activities. His forte was sports.
On feeling that Jaffna had plenty of
talented young people in Soccer and
Cricket and the absence of active
club competitions in these games, he
conferred with people interested in
these games and picked up correct
leaders amongst them to give new
blood and vigour to the formation of
sports Clubs in these games. He was
clected the President of the Jaffna
District Cricket Association and the
Jaffna District Foot Ball Association
and the League. He also gave his
patronage to promote other indigenous
games. It was during his president-
ship that the standard of Club cricket
and foot-ball attained national standards,

He showed greater enthusiasm and
drive in the promotion of all religious
activities, specially that of his own
Church. He was a shining example
of a practising catholicc, He was a
very great devotee of our Blessed Lady.
One could see him every day at dusk
kneeling at the top of the church of Our
Lady of Miracles, with his wife reciting
the rosary. If due to some urgent engage-
ment he missed the dusk duty at the
church, he would make it a point to visit
the church and recite the rosary before
retiring for the day. [ vividly recollect the
appeal he made to complete the building
of the Cathedral. He called it the head-
less body and pressed all of us into
the service of finding ways and means
to collect the funds. He held the
post of head of the Laity Council of
Jaffna for a number of years. Come
what may, he would find the time to
make his trip to attend the annual
festival in the sylvan shrine of Madhu.




He was a very sad man when he
could not make this pilgrimage for
the past couple of years due to the
disturbed situation in this part of
the country.

He was one who followed his
Master’s words to the very letter. He
strictly followed the commandment,
« love thy neighbour as thyself’. Yes,
he did love every one, young and old
rich and poor. He was one who believed
in the saying ‘let not the left hand
know what the right hand gives . He
is one who shared his wealth. He did
not hoard money and was not self-
centered, looking only to the interest
of his family and himself. He was
devotedly attachea to his widowed
sister and her children. He extended
this same attachment to his wife’s
siblings. More than all these he gave
very generously to many who deserved
bat could not beg. He is one who
never wounded a person knowingly.
He was completely disturbed if some
one was hurt by his actions and
would not rest till he had made proper
ammends.

Phillips was utterly worried about
the future of the education of Tamil
youths, The restrictions placed on
qualified youths for university profes-
sional education worried him. He had
ideas of opening a Private Medical
College in the North as far back as
1977. With this in mind he established
the Jaffna Branch of the Independent
Medical  Practitioners®  Association.
When he found this was ineffective he
organised the Jaffna Chapter of the
College of general Practitioners of
Sri Lanka, With this he got together
a band of local medical practitioners
and formed the North Lanks Medical
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College. Since the authorities wo.uld
consider approval of a private Medical
College only if it was presented by
a separate organisation and not a
branch of any organisation, he organised
the North Lanka College of Medical
Practitioners and had this made into
an Act of Parliament. In all these
activities, he consulted me at every step.
Correspondence is still on, regarding
permitting of the 2 batches of students
of the North Lanka Medical College
to sit the 2nd MBBS Examination.
But the originator is not here to sece
the results of his toils.

He built a name for himself as
a great organiser. He has been endowed
with the natural gift to lay hands on
the correct persons to carry out
different work. He virtually pushed
me into building up the O. B. A. of
S.P.C. in 1974 and from then on whipped
up the enthusiasm of members as and
when he felt their interest were waning.
He literally dragged in all his friends
and elected them to suitable places in
office where they could function effect-
ively. He drove every member with his
magneti€ influence and dynamic person-
ality. The 1974&1977 Carnivals & Exhibi-
tions held on the College grounds proved
his ability to organise and run massive
entertainment. In fact he earned the
nick name of “Donvan Andree of the
North.” He never accepted ‘no’ for an
answer from anyone, He would persuade
the most unwiliing and even opposing
person to join him to work for the
community. Branches of international
clubs like the Lions and the Rotary
competed with one another to make
him a member of their Club, but he
declined the offers with thanks and
added that he would prefer to work
with and for those who cannot join
and participate in national or interna-
tional organisations.
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Dr. Phillips was wooed by local
Political Parties to join their party and
contest the Jaffna Seat for election to
Parliament. In fact even national
parties vied to drag him into their
party without success. I am proud to
say that he told those who approa-
ched him that he had to consult his
friends who needed him most. He did
consult us and we dissuaded him,
pointing out that politics was not tor
a social worker. Politics gathers enemies
but social work gathers friends. He
bowed to the advice of his friends.

He is a very emotional person
and is very alive to trivials but is
able to analyse and control himself.
Though he was a physician he could not
afford to see his close friends suffering.
I can recollect how when one of his
close friends who was a heart patient
and who had been resuscitated by him
a number of times, had a severe heart
seizure, which Phillips felt was beyond
human assistance, he requested his
assistants who were trying to resuscitate
him to stop and to allow the patient to
die in peace. His face completely
changed and he shed tears unashamedly.

There are many more incidents
that took place in our association of
over 3% decades that it is not possible
to narrate them all here for want of
time and space. However, I will be
failing in my duty if I do not reveal
the real force and drive that was the
center axle in this hnman dynamo
we knew as Dr, J, P, C. Phillips. 1
refer here to his partner -in life, Mrs.
Moira Phillips. From the day they
were brought together by Gcd till he
breathed his last, Mrs. Moira Phillips
was a tower of strength to him. It is
stated that Dr. Phillips’ name and fame
sky rocketed after his marriage. She

had been through thick angd thin with
him in every sense of the saying. In
addition to looking after the children
arlad running the home, she assisted
him in the nursing home when such
oc_:casions demanded. She kept pace
with  her husband’s moods, knowing
what he required even before he verba-
lised it. She had to organise parties
lunches and dinners to visitors at ven;
short notice. She attended to everything
with a smile. In addition to al this
work she found time to upgrads the
Cathedral Choir. Ican feel and under-
stand the great impact. that the demise
of her husband and the void created
thereby, would have had on her. It
must have been very tremendous but
I am sure she has the courage and
will power to live this down and guide
her two little sons till they are able
o stand on their own legs.

Dr. Phillips, like a candle, has
burnt himself out in the service of
God and man. As already stated herein,
he did not look to the interest of his
family alone. The rays of his love
interest and service have spread out
to all the people in the peninsula,
irrespective of race or religion. On
the stage of Life’s Drama, he had
played all the roles given to him
creditably and has bowed out to receive
his reward from his Creator. When
he left for Colombo for the last time,
I was lucky enough to meet him just
before he got into the bus., His voice
is still ringing in my ears. ‘‘Anna,
I may not come back to see you™,
said he, I did not believe him at
all then. He told me that a similar
ailment had attacked a close relative
of his earlier and it was then declared
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as incurable. I in all sincerity told
him that Medicine had taken vast
strides of advancement and that he
would come back. He agreed that
medicine had advanced and that was
the only ray of hope he had but
added that he had a hunch that his
days were numbered. [ now realise
that being a physician he had known
better, though I feel cheated.

What pains me most is that he,
who had lived in Jaffna in the midst
of a large dumber of relatives, friends
and patients had to breathe his last as
an orphan in a strange land. Why
did God do such a thing to one of
His dutiful servants? But then, had
he been here, he may have died very
much earlier seeing the damages to
his Nursing home, homes and other dis-
aster around us. God probably wanted
him to die in peace. I am aware
it is not possible for me to under-
stand the actions of God, which are
all for the good. 1 try to visualise
as to what would have happened if he
had died in his own home in Jaffna,
and there had been no troubles. Then

he would have received the grandest
funeral that Jaffna ever saw. He had
no enemies. He was one who went
out to his enemy to make friends.
There were no doubt, people who did
not like him for reasons best known
to them and hated him. I am quite
certain that Phillips had no known

enemy.

What shall [ say in conclasion?
As far as I am concerned, [ feel I
will not get a very sincere friend and
brother like him again. To me, he
is not dead. I am sure he will be
in our midst. He loved the O.B. A.
very dearly and the least that we can
do to him is to continue to zealously
guard and develop the O.B.A. to grow
to greater heights. May the Good
Lord, in his boundless mercy, forgive
Christy Phillips all his faults in the
past, which he may have committed
knowingly or unknowingly and grant
him eternal peace. I wish you Good
Bye till we meet again in our permanent
home.

Jaya Wijayaratnam

Better keep yourself ~clean and bright; you ’re
the window through which you must see the world.

30

— G. B. Shaw

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Lmp. 2 MIUBSILEHH  auaricis 55ms
La&LT 19600150

lLI”'g,bL}urrsmg;,@sb L MG LG ST L L Lb

T p e Qums i el
@rméLri Qe
STLLLD eTeip wiTeush S QyLd 6uesT e LD
sy eogupsTi L §9DE N ser
werté®s® Cubumy e Niiuedds
g awhsari swrHs QuméL d Ga.
4. 8. Sefliew (Gg. 19.)

TG DT 2.MGLI

Qrmran (Jefie U® G msaf
oiGsL_omus efemerwm (s gen puier 9
G omi e @SUGSTL L 550 FHULP
Wi, WEEEHESE HBLOUBL O gTaT®
T YHL upsHerTd SysirerTeny 9
WITSQUT&ET W T 5 b wWITLDLILIT 6N & Hlév
Qolug sfg.

QiPowldd serHH S b
@b Qsdw edepes, aawRGuramss
Lefl&SL g W Lh P& e Dapderh s S5
WITS 5 STGH (Lpigufib. 6w T6V 6T MY, jeuri
stvBBreutsmerGu GeflisT seriGuUL L.
WuEsSEFmGu HHO® st
STeL ganewr  yaurnew OB ESL Lip&uy
ui&er Iy eurritsen ,

GUIT BI %

Cuop spuigl Burd yaui oy ndlas
T T @d}surrs@',j;grre'u, 1974 gib el
DpTLdsn @ bem pawguiss GQgmiii
15 e msermds, GuiriigdgL
QuuwiGuner wrpires $9é Bumi iy
TSIb @ewsl), wrp., e@sUESTL L. o &
Bear gawewls ugelarw agpm srevGaur
G gGr wewrw @Wwisssss aamsudd
QewpLn’ @, Wrp, 2.6 HLbSTL L &S
Vet g g5 g eredr oy Qi Guip apg
uyorm?

umrs

6 SRS wrpLLTET DG oS
UBSTL L Q6 ouerii® 10 e wit i S5

S8, YoTd HU By _uFLTE 1973 =
1974 b Yyim® s SLL-$5& wmrp
saley e msUEETL L S8 s7ib 10&ay b
Curewa. w g QsmLrifug. @she
WERW  sTTewID oy FEFTL Sl wrep
LMSUGSTI_L & smsSSHew  Aieursid
;ﬁlmm@mw;j@@;ﬁgmmemngﬁ.

R swars e ey Hm L MFUBSTL L&
& yiab o sirer Hew Boapsiser, HmHaE
508 vrevardded Héarp wrp. cws
UbSTL L $8hE ysguii 2e ., QuLré
g defluew  goadertnprer @ ab
STGT MISK(I55), Syeueny Wi, 2.eGUGSTL.
L& FnssHH saaai y&Rearmiser,

HUTST yewe S GuT seldeme. ST my
Qsr_s8w @ pi@oauarid, Bedrerdser
U WwSEuIgNDd Hewg SuyeTLTET 2 P
urgd el mup w H O wor gy A
Quir iy gy, samenfiu S gL _gyih wr.
LWGUBSTL L & o pow Sarg Csud
o Cuwns, CrRsy, sLyssTéSH
ST,

s miher i QU wpw DRI
vwenrs @ gfloyaGsmrang, Csfw 7 Iuled
Anps Qo _rag wra & Csmapyg
wrs @Qsfley Qewiwiul @, wrp. wWES
@é@L Qupow Csy 65558, GG
wevev, 1979 b yw® QrrméLi Feliew
sog Qerps pupPurdw, @enems
eaogubsTi L. swGuearersSes ST
wewTuyL_er, wrp., 2SUBSTLL. Qg
& Gamayygeow @rBwuredns Heows
a¢ Qe gy, @sPwumrelswr HBpETL I
sppoT edremn CupQsraw®, Q&
Camayy. S8h priger us LGS sl gyb
unGupPu  Guriyser  wren s gy
Qau b DTt ig w gith & /b B

31

YSVSUTLOSY,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Sflip BTLigew Qafoys Garajgeduiufd
Cor pHiy 555 TEHETNSHH YD Hlener
Gaifbg QUIT@GELLILILS &gl &ifl & BT &
50w UDL-555 .

sards Gl o sLbSTL LS Glaor
aeriE UGB 9 5 IYESe D @ HTETL—
aurmis @)@ 5 S@UT S b, LpeTL aﬁl(r_rf.)wlg.;
Gumred, wryp. BEMS TOHDTSH FIDDH-GL
sererTe Querp 2 gelsmern, D61 & F G 5
Qeiig QarewB Qo5 sTi.

@eris &5 5 H ull it
Litrsare® i) Geueur(RiLb

quet 5B LD
(a8 ) g 58I
s HETS ‘eleerum_RF QFiFés LT’
e m WTSTHS *EPMS @ Pevaryd
a6 QErsssQeveld Qaafluil B wb S,
gsar  YPMwud  @perener BTET CsPw
Aeverwr(® fFi S@. erev. eTd. LOTL.
wer ereTug GO 55555

QLréLi 9edlew @B NoES LU
ugg emerwur @ ofgd erétug LT
yPurréEswrd. Gant Gomens LB S5S5
wé s Qriuie) Luler p ST 5560, 25T
19558910 gyewwr® QsTL&SD 1960D
gyav@aeruid®, S v s aerfuia
B Qupmn Qoubsn Cumiigsefléd &b
Swerrs Qgflay Qedwin @erermi.
Cugnd Qger. wuppPéen  sdgriuier
uSpw et FHSSHaTTT® QuUBLT
WBHL D BLTSSOUGL GO STLL L
Curiysefland Qaupd Qubg eussrir.

L 1Jefllien yeursamarICLITed QI
arey uFFuTar Hewewuld o srerariHer,
Qoo $w 56 5000 g eraiurmy ereirgy @M
wirwe Bsrsemss Qsraew QFdg Qsrer

Yihd@in FwERh, Qmiiid e
H0God  &0dsily mEG  Qur i
*

32

sovars QeciaGar ﬂmg@mlgﬁgmg'@mrrﬁ,
GBr &5 H 65T GuirLlig. Gum.‘_@.s';@&rram.@
@rey USSR eTeT DILITIT S SWTT S 2 P&HS
Gmaﬁm_q.umﬂ'rru) @@j,g;rrd‘_

srf§ Weflen whss 11 558 @b
Hav 2=

1. sowai—urp. 2®subsTL B8

2. gwovar — daeTuTl@s QFiHE
G YAfw T b

3. Quésarit—a_ Qekens geflwmm
L S Glas ST,

4. YOG SYEES T — WITLP.
QFEsP gyemeud FMSLD

5. geowar—wrp. wolwedr &585T
efldid &maEh

6. S@@T—wWTh, GBHET SOV, ST
FTTE SHPaLd

7. svaar — HpesatGael Qe s e
BITL Q.U LOGS mLD

8. 2.1 gwwai—0Far. LppEev S
orfl uevpw TewaT SIS,

9. sovai—0Csedr, upnfaen @R H
)

10. s@awur—Qsear. Lpplden spaEd

11. sooarir—unpdRwuer C&mbilye" i+
L H® mlenew b

12, CupeIni L masir gy NCos
Fpamisefler g b, 610 &I LIGur s el ear g/ Lb
Cunepsgmaad @58 @R .

Quuy ol L saw I DEFRISENET U LD
2.6irent G&uw Bmp s alewerwm @ & T ameur,
Ceravauwmeremar, @ik Qurmer gad
K055 eurfeanprist eereremets Guime
Qeir Qe mmeueHrs s evw Geu P wTg.

9. 6F. 6TD. (Feur® mimd

* * )

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




C)&Lih 6ecmﬂul a\)ememlwunces

From
St. JUDE THRDDEUS
CENTRE

No. - 1, Jude’s Avenue,
Ariyalai,
JAFFNA.

392, Main OStreet,
JAFFNA,
SRI LANKA,

Ter. No. 021—22695




With Tearful Memories
&
THANKS.

FOR BEST IN ALL BAKING ITEMJS
CONTACT

|

PANDIYANTHALVYU

BAKE HOUSE

65 (189) Colombogam Road,
PANDIYANTHALVU, JAFFNA,

Patronisa and see the difference

Prop :- B. J. ARIYANAYAGAM




FR. LONG A GREAT EDUCATIONIST

VERY REV. FR. T. M. F. LONG
0. M. L, M. A. (Cantah)

R. LONG is the first foreign
Catholic priestin North Sri Lanka

to be honoured by the government.
There have been great educationists
in the Catholic educational field in the
North but none of them have won
the attention of the government to
receive recognition as Fr. Long. It is
therefore desirable that some description

be given of the work of this great
educationist.

In January 1921 Fr. Long left
Mungret College, Limerick and the
shores of Ireland to join his Irish
predecessors in Sri Lanka. Prior to
Fr. Long there were other Irishmen

who came to Sri Lanka for missionary
and educational work.

Mention must be made in particular
to Rev. Fr. Charles Lytton who is
reputed to be one of those responsible

for bringing the railway to Jaffna.
It is not known that Fr. Lytton was
such a staunch Irishman that when he
was in hospital after a leg operation,
Governor Manning visited him and
told him that an Irish leg is being
repaired by an English hand.

Out came the prompt reply
from the sick man in bed “It is
true it is an English hand but it is
governed by the Irish Head”. There
was also Fr. Patrick Dunne who
introduced shorthand into St. Patrick’s.

It is stated that in the early part
©f 1898. he published a system of
shorthand he had invented for the
Tamil Language.

It is also reported that the late
Joseph Gnanamuthu of the Ceylon
Civil Service and later member of the
State Council secured a distinction in
the then Cambridge Local Examination
in shorthand. These were the great
Irishmen who left their homes and
their people to work for us in this
country.

When Fr. Long first came to Sri
Lanka he was appointed to teach
English in the Senior Form of St.
Patrick’s in Jaffna. Significantly he
ended his lectures with the exclamation
“God save Ireland”. He did this a
few times but got no response from
the students

Subtle and clever as he was, he
ended his subsequent classes by first
saying “God save Ireland” and then
saying “God Bless Ceylon™,

This evoked a great response from
the students and Fr. Long began to
realise from the very beginning that
the Jaffoa man was as attached to
this land as the Irish to their own.
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Most people in Jaffna were deeply
impressed by this tall Irishman who
moved freely in the streets of Jaffna.
People began to like him and they
started singing the well known song
“When Irish Eyes are smiling— They
steal your hearts away”. After some
time Fr. Long left for Cambridge for
further studies.

He returned to Jaffna and St,
Patrick’s and became the Rector of
the schoo! succeeding the great Fr.
Mathews in 1937. During his period
as Rector he made St. Patricks what
a former Prime Minister of Ceylon
described in 1950 as ““one of the topmost
educational institutions in the Island”.

The destiny of a country or an
institution is largely determined by the
person or persons who are at the
helm. Therefore, the biographies of
those who govern an institution become
relevant and important.

As a teacher of English Fr. Long
had no equal. The boys liked him, he
liked the boys. The notes which Fr.
Long gave them were stealthily distri-
buted to other institutions which received
them.

Fr. Long, had the rare quality of
making students think and work on
their own without being induced to
do so. He took a special interest in
the sports acivities of the College. It
was during his time that the Patrician
Cricket Team which won the Lawyers’
Shield in 1911 won it again. St
Patrick’s became almost invincible in
the playing ficlds.

In 1943 they won the Inter
Collegiate Athletic Championship for
the 10th year and in 1940 it also won
the Triple Championship in cricket,
soccer and athletics.

Leaders of our country, both heads
of State and other important persons
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often visited the College and showered
encomiums not only on the way studies
were conducted but also in the way
the school was managed.

Fr. Long has done so much for
St. Patrick’s. He built classrooms, esta-
blished libraries and playgrounds. These
would continue to be monuments to his
greatness. But the greatest monument
is in the hearts of the students. He
shaped and moulded the nature and
dispositions towards life in the right
way. He made them study and be
independent citizens and uncompromising
catholics.

He did not confine his attention
only to the school. He went out of the
way to give the benefit of his genius to
all the people of Jaffna, Hindus and
Catholics alike. For some years no
public men in Jaffna failed to seek his
advice and no public movement in
Jaffna was complete without his assist-
ance. He was sometimes described as
“Jaffna’s Man of Destiny” and his
contribution to the public life of Jaffna
will never be forgotten.

By unanimous approval of the people
of Jaffna his statue was set up in a distin-
guished public place. The Mayor of
Jaffna and the Member for Jaffna
both spoke highly of this event and
the greatness of Fr. Long.

Almost every man in Jaffna is
generally heard to say that Fr. Long’s
ear would always turn to the Jaffna
man. The people of Jaffna will always
remember his work and cherish his
memory. He was an unfaltering leader.
To him may be applied, the words
of the poet.

» : :
Languor is not in your heart
Weakness is not in your word
Weariness not in  your brow”

by C. X, Martyn
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Dr. §. P. C. Philips

Dr. Philips is dead, dead ere his prime; who will not weep for Philips?

I'I' is said that some men are born great, some achieve greatness while some others have
greatness thrust upon them. Philips was one who was neither born great nor had

he greatness thrust upon himself. But it was by dint of long sustained perseverance and

hard work he attained the position he did in his short span of 59 years in this world.

As T said on another occasion, he was not born with a silver spoon in the mouth.
Even the little wooden spoon that he was born with and which was to be his main prop
in life was snatched away from him at the tender age of 6 or 7, when he lost his father.
After that it was a life of struggle. '

As a school boy he was a hero-worshipper of Fr. Timothy Long, his Rector at
St. Patrick’s. Fr. Long’s Maxim that nothing is impossible with prayer and Our Lady’s
help and the famous “ Can do ** slogan of the same Fr. Long were the guiding principles
and motto of Philips’ life. This is the secret of his success and his meteoric rise.

_ The child-like love and faith he had in Our Lady led him through life even in the
midst of calamities that beset him just before he left Jaffna for medical treatment.

He was like old Job. He was resigned, and took up the attitude ‘God gave and
H? has taken, Blessed be his name.” Men of lesser faith may have pointed a finger and
said behind his back * See what has happened to Dr. Philips and why?” But he was
like the Rock of Gibraltor, unmoved and unassailed in the face of any storm. His was a
Stoic Philosophical calmness and his demeanur was unruffled.

' His health was failing and he was hoping against hope that God would sphere
him to gsee his son getting a good footing in life. This was what he expressed to me a
few days before he left Jaffna when [ wen¢ to Sillalai to meet him,

_ God’s ways ars inscrutable. This was not to be. The sacrifice that he was
making had to be fulfilled whole and complete.

The son of Dr. Philips will not and cannot fail. God in His Providence will

make 'this son who js a chip of the old block at least one bit better than the block itself.
My wish and prayer is this.

: My feelings and sympathies go out to and are with Moira Philips and the two
children at this moment. My consolation and the word of advice to them is that they
are not alqne. The father of their family is now more with them than before. For
Philips is V:Flth God and is in a better and more powerful position (o help them. Philips
has had his cup full of sufferings to expiate for the faults he migh; have committed here
on earth.- He had seen the edifices he built up crumble like a pack of cards before his
eyes. Being a doctor he saw and felt his once iron-constitution melting away like a jump
of ice. These were sufferings which could only have been borne by a noble soul.

: He was of that stature where the elements were so mixed in perfect co-ordination
and harmony that nature might stand up and say to all around this was a man!

S. F. Alphonsus
Vice-President,
O. B, A. St. Patrick's College. Jaffna.
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cAppreciation o} the

Late Dr. J. D. @. Dhilips

C'T'HE Evil that men do lives after

them’ says Shakespeare in one
of his memorable plays, but in the
case of the late Dr. J. P. C. Phillips
it is quite contrary in that, the good
and the service he did to humanity
lives vividly after his death forever.
I need not extol in detail the great
service he rendered to the rich and
poor alike, both in his professional
career and his general life as a gentle-
man. The valiant courage with which
he practised sucessfully his profession
as medical practioner was outstanding
and worthy of emulation by his fellow
practioners. Whether it be day or night
he was ready to serve the afflicted
and relieve the sufferings of the people.
This unique and singular quality was
quite evident when people rushed to
him in their desperate. and helpless
moments to his sick bed where he
was confined. Even at this poins there
was the readiness to serve the people
with his usval smile much concerned

more of the patients than his own
failing health.

His success as a medijcal practitioner
can be viewed from serveral angles.
His trust in God was much more
than in his ownself or in hig treatment,
His piety and reverence to God was
more than anything else with regard’
to his profession. He was a man of
great determination, devotion and dedi-
cation. He was much sought after by
every person who needed his help
which he gave readily and withoyt
any reservation,

Many people had heard, that patients
who approached him with untold and-
unbearable suffering and pain returning
with a smile within . a few moments
saying ‘‘gaunpe_w sul_réd Curgnp
aqord FAlurQa@@w.*’ So was his
magical and mystical touch which
relieved pain and suffering to many a
poor sick person.

In his general life apart from his
medical practice, he took part and
was in the forefront of all activities, be
it religious, educational or cultural.
He not only participated in such acti-
vities but always took an active part
and gave himself entirely and wholly
to such activities to the finish.

His munificence knew no bounds.
He readily and ungrudgingly helped
those who appealed and opproached
him in their difficulties quite oblivious
of the strata from which such person
hailed. His magnanimity did not stop
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at that; but carnivals, sports meets,
soccer tournaments and even church
festivals too, saw his valuable and

dutiful contributions.

Although he was really sick he never
displayed - it or showed it in anyway or
slacked his duty towards his com-
munity until he was completely disabled.

Well! We have not only lost a
great medical man in the late Dr. J.P.C.
Phillips but also a noble person who
was much looked upon by the elite

and the poor alike. The Jaffna man

is much the poorer in the death of
Dr.J. P. C. Phillips. ~ May the good
Lord reward him abundantly for all
his unstinted services rendered both to
Him and to humanity. To quote the
great philosopher Addison who once
said,

“ Man is a shadow and his life is but

a Dream ™

A. Antony J.P.U. M.
Attorney-at-Law, N. P.

A TOKEN OF

LOVE TO DR.

GRATITUDE &
PHILLIPS

| YOU ARE EVER
IN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS

*
MARIA HOTEL
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PR PoiC  PHILIPS

THE dismal news of the sudden exit of

one as Dr, J, P. C, Philips in Madras
was a stunning blow to his numerous
friends and admirers, both rich and
poor to whom he was verily a ‘minister-
ing angel’ at his nursing home in Main
Street, Jaffna. He held sway with his
healing touch and relieved them of their
physical as well as mental agony so
much so “Dr. Philips, the Physician, par
Excellence” became a household word
in the peninsula.

Dr. Philips’ fostering care and con-
cern extended beyond his vast medical
practice; he was in every sense a ‘guid-
ing star’ a livewire of several progressive
activities in spheres social, religious,
educational, sporting and cultural. He
was in every sense a sheet-anchor, so
much so he was much sought after and
found himself in the thick of every
activity.

A distinguished old boy of St. Patrick’s
College, Jaffna, its non-formal educa-
ional wing, ‘The Patrician Technical

Institute’ remains a testimonjf to his
labour of love which today is a boon
to the youth of Jaffna.

A faithful churchman, he contributed
his mite most lovingly and devotedly to
the Catholic Church very lavishly. As
President of the Jaffna Foot-ball League
and the Jaffna District Football Asso-
ciation (JDFA) he rendered signal service
to keep the ball rolling. A catalogue of
his many merits will be too long to
enumerate; suffice it to say that he has
a rare-find; a visionary with a zeal and
a mission that would astound even his
severest critics, if he had any!

It is indeed a calamity that the com-
munity had to lose such a noble servant.

Frail and weaker vessels as we are,
let us join his widow and children in
giving him a distinct place in our
memory and in praying for the repose
of his soul in the kingdom of His Maker.

V. T. Sivalingam

Those who make the worse use of their time are the first

to complain of its shortness.

The trouble with being punctual is that there is

appreciate it.

¥
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nobody to

~— Franklin P. Jones
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CITY MEDICALS

THREE REASONS FOR OUR SUCCESS:
1. Every kind of drug available.
2. Manned by a staff of experienced pharmacists.

3. Prescriptions dispensed with absolute accuracy.

CITY MEDICALS

DISTRIBUTORS OF PHARMACEUTICALS AND SURGICALS.
AGENTS FOR MILK FOOD ITEMS

487, HOSPITAL ROAD, JAFFNA.
T'eLerHONE NoO. 24191 - 2




A SINCERE MARK OF

RESPECT
& B
GRATITUDE

TO

OUR LATE BELOVED CHAIRMAN

FROM:

'PATRICIAN INSTITUTES

STAFF MUTUAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION

59, ST.PATRICK'S ROAD, JAFFNA.
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PHILLIPS — THE MAN [ KNEW

“As for man, his days are Like grass; he Jlowers like the f1 lower-q)‘ the field;
The wind blows and ke is gone and his place never sees him again

R. PHILIPS was not born with

a silver spoon in his'mouth. In
view of the profession he was to
follow, it may be appropriate to say,
that perhaps he was born with a
thermometer in his mouth.

He came of solid catholic stock
and after a diligent academic career
at St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna, he
entered the then Ceylon Medical
College. After he passed out as a
doctor, he served for a while at the
General Hospital, Jaffna, before he set
up private practice in his home town.
By dint of hard work he built up a
very successful practice which made
him the envy of many a specialist,

Dr. Philips married the daughter
of Mr. M. Jacob, the veteran teacher
from St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna who
went on to become the first catholic

mayor of the Jaffna Municipal Council.
He was a devoted family man as
befits a good catholic. Not ounly did
he look after the welfare of, to use
the current phrase, his nuclear family
(wife and children) but he was also
very solicitous about his extended family
(his mother, brother and sister).

He took a keen interest in his
Alma Mater and was the Senior Vice
President of the O. B, A. He was also
the livewire of the Jaffna Foot-ball
Association. His old school and the
people expected more of him in the
fulness of time; but God in his infinite
wisdom, has summoned him to His
bosom.

May his soul rest in peace.

Louis A, Paul
Jaffna.

They are slaves who fear to speak
For the fallen and the weak;

They are slaves who
In the right with two or three.
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AT THE ANNUAL GET - TOGETHER
OF THE O. B. A.

With Mr. P. C. Antony, the Treasurer.
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Jhe Seeretary’s Impressions

HE Old Boys’ Association of St.
Patrick’s College is poorer today

by the demise of the dynamic person-
ality of our Senior Vice President
Dr. J. P. C. Phillips. He was the live-
wire of the Association. From the
time the association was revived in
1974 Dr. Phillips was in the forefront
playing the main role in all the activities.
He along with the late Mr. P. Deva-
rajah infused life into the OBA and
brought it to the limelight. The grand
shows, the colourful ceremonies and
receptions, important events and much
mere were all planned and executed
by him. No event of the OBA was
too small for him. He was there to
see all such events were organised
in the best possible manner. The
office bearers of the association were
mere tools in his hands. It was
Dr. Phillips who activated us in the
Performance of our funclions. When
| say the office bearers were tools in
his hands | do not mean that he
made use of them to foster his own

interests. He motivated and inspired
us into action in the interest of the

Association and the Alma Mater. |
think of the achievements of the
Association. There was not one
occasion where Dr. Phillips had not
played the important role.

The OBA is just one of the numerous
activities he was involed in. Wherever
he was and whichever institution he
belonged to, he worked with dedica-
tion. Success had been the net results
in whatever venture he launched him-
self into. We had never seen him

down-hearted or depressed, Always
cheerful and hopeful. He always
worked with optimism and never looked
back. He was a tireless worker. He
was available at all times. In the middle
of his nursing-home work, his family
engagements, he was there to discuss
with us and plan out the activities of
the Association. | cannot think of
one occasion or meeting where he
was not present.

For all his good nature, perse-
verance and hard work God blessed
him abundantly. He was gifted with
a thriving profession, a devoted wife,
beloved children and very attached
relatives and a host of dear friends
and well wishers. Only a very few
people who were very close to him
knew of the philanthrophic disburse-
ments he regularly made. He never
had the heart to say ‘no’ to anyone

who deserved assistance.

God who blessed him so well
and through him bestowed services
to the society suddenly turned cruel
and struck with a vengeance. Dr. Phillips
who never complained of a headache
fell seriously ill.  After early treatment in
Jaffna he had to go to Colombo forinten-
sive treatment. He was advised complete
rest.That was a habit alien to Dr.Phillips.
He strove hard to adheie to medical
advice and recover from his illness.
That was not to be. His natural instinct
overtook his efforts at that. After
a brief period of inactivity which made
him feel better, he steadily moved into
normal activities. This was the time
when the late Rev. Fr. T.M.F. Long o m.1.
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Rector, St. Patrick’'s College, dJaffna
was to be honoured with the issue
of a postage stamp in his memory.
He had great plans for the occasion.
He retired himself and moved into
action. He took upon himself the
arduous task of organising for the great
day by voluntarily assuming the role
of chairman of the organising com-
mittee and worked with dedication to
make the event a great success. He
fulfilled the task. His efforts culmin-
ated in the grand function where the
late Rev. Fr. T. M. F. Long O.M.l. was
hornoured ‘A National Hero' by the
government with the issue of a postage
stamp in his memory.

Il fate was in high pursuit. As
the war broke out in the North and
East again in June last year, he
suffered a heavy blow. His nursing
home and residence were shattered by
the bombing of the Sri Lankan Air
Force. He had to flee the area with
his family to safety. The severe
damages to his nursing home rendered
him for the first time heart-broken
and depressed. This aggravated his
health and he fell sick again. He
had to make the strenuous journey
to Colombo for treatment again and
from there to India, never to return to
Jaffna alive or dead which was his fate.

*

If I be drunk, I’'ll be drunk with those
God, and not with drunken knaves,

~ The Merry Wives of Windsor I

Dr. Phillips is no more. We are
very anxious to pay homage o him
in recognition of his services to the
assoclation and the Alma Mater. How
best can we pay our respects to him?
Not by mere words of sympathy or
messages of condolences, nor even by
volumes of appreciations. The Associ-
ation and the Alma Mater that were
so dear to him should go on stead-
fastly and grow to greater dimensions.
We must work unitedly to achieve this
noble task that he worked for. That
will be the most fitting tribute to our
late dear Dr. Phillips Let us make
a firm resolution to actively associate
with the activities of the association
and the Alma Mater and thereby
perpetuate his memory.

This issue of the ¢ Patrician Sun-
shine’ is dedicated to the memory
of this great personality. | thank the
Editor Mr. W. J. P. Gnanaratnam and
the members of the Sub Committee
for the pains taken by them to bring
out this special issue in memory of
Dr. J.P.C. Phillips. | am also thankful
to the distinguished personalities who
have contributed articles and appreci-
ations,

G. R. Rajasingam
Hony. Genera/ Secretary

* Y

that have the fear of

» 1, 192, 193
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YNHE preparation of this issue of the ‘P. S." was g rysh job : all

contributors to it had to work within narrow time limits. But
to one and all it was a pleasant job, (emotional though) — a labour
of appreciation, love and gratitude.

We thank all writers of articles and messages. They made the
editor’s job the pleasantest of all. As the contributions poured in we
stood amazed to see the story of Dr Phillips character amd work
unfolding itself to an extent and richness that surpassed our wildest
anticipations; it was a revelation to us Yet we feel no one writer
could have done justice to Dr. Phillips; nor do we presume that thig
little brochure has achieved it

We thank all ‘back-room boys' — those behind the scemes —
who collaborated in this work : we thank in particular Mr. P. C. Antony,
Registrar of the Patrician Institutes and the treasurer of the OBA,
who in commissioning us to undertake this work, brought to wus
something solid to hang on to when we felt bewildered and lost on
receipt of the unexpected news of Dr. Phillips’ sudden death in Madras
We make bold to say that it was due to Mr. P.C's incentive and
sincere efforts (done with a genuine debt of gratitude to the late Dr,)
that this memorial number has seen the light of day. He was the
king-pin and the virtual editor cum publisher.

We thank the members of the magamine commitiee; Mr. Ratna-
singham for his wuntiring efforts sn bringing in the articles; the
OBA Secretary Mr, Rakjasingham for helping in every detasl and last
but not tne least the Manager and the workers of St Joseph's
Catholic Press for a job well done. Thank you very much indeed.

é&i;’lt‘or
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10 BEATITUDES

( FOR FRIENDS OF THE AGED )

Is

Blessed ore they who understand my faltering steps and palsied
hand.

2-

Blessed are they who know that my ears today must strain to
catch the things they say.

3. Blessed are they who seem to know that my eyes are dim and
my wits are slow.
4  Blessed are those who looked away when coffee spilled at
table today.
s

Bles_sea? are they with a cheery smile who step to chat for
a little while.

6. Blessed are they who never say ‘“‘you've told that story twice
today 7, '
7. Blessed are they who know the ways to bring back memories
of yesterdays.
8

and not alone

Blessed are they who make it kno

wn that I'm loved, respected
9. Blessed are -z'.he.y.wko know [I'
to carry the cross

m at a loss to find the strength

10: Blessed are they who ease day
":L‘

S on my journey home in loving

— Esther Mary Walker
University of Jaffna
ik J

2

I
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We Remember Dr Phillips with Gratitude
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, ENGINEERS & MERCHANTS

110 Stanley Road, JAFFNA.

AT THE OPENING OF ARUL ELECTRICALS

BEING WELCOMED AT THE ENTRANCE

WITH LOVE & GRATITUDE

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



r"m T e . S N . P

|
|
5
|
|
i
|

Lhﬁd""‘w

A | TN St P e s T ) e o m mai=

e |

OWith our deepost ﬁoaa&@ruliludu fo our lale
beloved Chairman

From :
The Patrician Institute of Higher Studies

FOR

@ COMPUTER PROCESSING COURSES p

() Computer Programming in Basic Language and
Disk Operating System :

(i Lotus 123

(1) Word Processing

QUANTITY SURVEYING (City and guilds)

DRAUGHTSMANSHIP

SHORTHAND & TYPING

MOTOR MECHANISM +

MOTOR WINDING g

LATHE OPERATION '

ARC WELDING

ELECTRICAL WIRING

PLUMBING

MECHANISED WOOD WORK

MASONRY

ENGLISH — SPOKEN & WRITTEN

GENERAL ELECTRICIAN

PRTRIGIAN INDUSTRIRL INSTITUTE

FOR

STEEL FABRICATES & WOODEN FURNITURE
FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT

PATRICIAN [INSTITUTES

59, ST. PATRICK'S ROAD, JAFFNA.
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