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1 FININCE COMPANY ON THE MOVE AHEAD

We are fit growing
and forward looking,
Our customers grow together

with us.

SHABRA - Your Friend in Finance

Flexible in matching its

Sound Experienced and _
financial requirements.

Services to meet your

( 1) Term Deposits

Cd D () D (™ (d () Cd CI D
z PERIOD MONTHLY MATURITY 2
Z 03 months s 14%, z
06 months = 16%,

Z 12 months 169 17%, z
24 months 17% 18%

Z 26 months 18% - z

Cd € £ ) £ ) € e (el ™) (3

(2) Investment Saving Deposits

Monthly regular deposuts of Rs: 100/~ and multiples
there of - interest is compounded menthly.

(3) Certificate of Deposits

For further details, Please contact:-

SUABRA UNICO FINANCE LIMITED

New Bullers Road,
Colombo - 4, Jaffna
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Dip in Accountancy, Higher Commercial Certificate.
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Ganapala Stores
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S. M. FERNANDO

( Qualified Opticians )

Leading Opticians & Dehntal Technicians

580, Ist Floor, Hospital Road,
Jaffna.
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CITY MEDIUAL

487, Hospital Road, Jalina.
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Distributors for :

Pfizer Ltd - State Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Muller & Philps ( Ceylon) Ltd

Ceylon Nutritional Foods Ltd

Hoechest Ceylon Ltd

Ceylon Cold Stores ILtd

Union Traders Ltd
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With Best Compliments From :-

Parasco Steel Furniture

ugavGET 2 (HhdHEdH HaTLITLEISET

Elegance, Value & Durabilitty
Steel Office Equipment &
ilouse Holds Furniture

Stackable Executive Wardro bes
Upholstered Conference Cabinets
Revolving Clerks Book - racks
Dining Typist Beds

All meta! Dining Stools
Banquet — T. V. Trolleys

We Undertake Special Orders According to
Customer requirements

Manufacturer

PARASCO ENGINEERING WORKS,

Uifice & Wactory,

798, Point pedro Road,

NALLUR, JAFFNA.
&= 24102

5
3
2
i Chairs Tables Drawing Room Suites
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Importance of English in Sri Lanka

English is an international lan-
guage and is taught in our schools
as a second languge, Why does the
government of Sri Lanka have a po-
licy that English language should
be taught in our schools as a second
language. The answer for this not
only for the reason that English is
an Iternational Inanguage, but also
it plays a majot role in everyday life
of Sri Lankan Citizens so, under
the topic “Importance of English in
Sri Lanka” let’s see what is toe ro-
le of English in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka is a multi — lingual,
multi — religious and multi — ra.-
cial country. Majority of Sri Lan-
kans speak Singala language while
minority speak Tamil language. In
the mean time a certain community
speaks English as their another lan-
guage. As Sri Lanka hasa “Swab-
basa’’ education system, itis very
difficult to communicate a particu-
lar community with another commu-
nity. If a message is conveyed in
Tamil to Singalese or in Singala lan-
guage to Tamils and if the message
is not understood by them there is
no point of finding fault with them.
So to have communication among
the multi lingual communities ‘there
should be language to communicate,
[inglish plays the role as communi-
cative language in Sri Lanka. As
English is an international ]angua-
ge, most of the foreigners know Eng-

lish at least to communicate, To
speak with foreigners, English is
used. When Sri Lankan visits a
foreign country for any reason, he
faces problem in and cut of the air-
port if he doesn’t know English. If
he knows English well, he can easi-
ly manage every thing and get his
work done.

English is very important for
the students of Sri Lanka who are
ergaged in higher studies. All the
inventions aud innovations are pu-
blished in English first, and it takes
a lot of time sometimes more than
ten or twenty or even fifty years to
get translation in our language. peo-
ple whoare engaged in higher studi-
es need to know the discoveries when
they study and not after finishing
their studies. To understand the
publications of new theories and in-

novations they should knew Eng-
lish,

The knowledge of English pro-
vides jobs locally and abroad. Sri
Lanka is a developing country. Fo-
reigners are investing their capital
in Sri LLanga on various projects. in-
dustries etc. When they manage
the companies they need personnel
with English knowledge for their ad-
ministrative setup. Most of the gover-
ment departments work in English
So English knowledge is essential to
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work in the goverment departments,
In foreign countries, as they are
giving more importance for Eng-
lish, itis easy toget a job for a
person who has a very sound know-
ledge in English language.

English is very essential to deal
with affluent society. The affluent
society in Sri Lanka always speaks
in English. There will be so many
chances for a person to deal with
the affluent society. We meet them
in functions, temples, parties, clubs
etc. Somtimes we may need the
help of them in several occassions.
As they are speaking in English,
we can’t start our conversations in
our mother tounge. So we should
know English to have conversations
with them.

English is important for us to
understand the other culture pat
terns. As Sri Lanka is a multi—lin-
gual, multi—racil, and multi—religi-
ous country there are several commu.
nities in Sri Lanka. The other com_
munities with live in foreign count.
ries also belong to several cultures.
It is always necessary for us te un-
derstand the other’s culture in order
to respect them. Understanding
their cuiture in not only to respect
them but also to understand them.

More than this we can avoid
our odd behaviour in several occa
sions when they behave according to
their culture custom come from cul-
ture. Understanping the others cul-

ture means understanding otherg
customs, To understand the other

communities, culture and customs
English plays a mayor role both in
Sri Lanka and in foreign countries.
We can’t understand their cultures.
and customs through our langurge
unless they speak our language.
There are remote possibilities to
come across such different commau-
nities speaking the same language
we can understand their cultures
and customs either through reading
or communicating. For both these
English helps us.

The knowledge of English gives
us the understanding of mass media
such as news papers, television, ra-
dio etc. The Tamil and Sinhala
news papers are published to give
the people local news because most
of our people are interested in the
local news only. The news about
the happenings in the outside werld
is given only by English daily news
papers. To understand the world
we should have a knowledge of Eng-
lish. If we know English well we
can listen to the news broadcast of
Voice of America, B. B. C, Austra-
lia etc. The items which make ug
to think, which give us a sound
knowledge of several matters are
produced by foreigners in Eng-
lish and televised locally. To un-
derstand those programmes which

are televised we should know
English.



Totally we can say that the
knowledge of English language ma-
kes us to have better outlook of
the world. In the present situa-
tion English language plays a ma-
jor role in human life in  Sri
Lanka. So it is Very necessary
that every Sri Lankan should have
a sound knowledge of English.
The major need of the younger
generation is a sound knowledge
of English. It is the duty of the Sri
Lankan English teachers to give

“Brindhavanam”,
Udaiyar Lane,
Kokuvil East,
Kokuvil.
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sufficent knewledge to  the
Students,

Unlike the past our students
realised the importance of English,
English knowledge gives the way
to achieve their goals. It opens
the gate to outside world,
Our students depend on their Eng-
lish teachers to see the world and
to enter the new world. (There
is a major part left for the Eng.
lish teachers not to be the frog
is the well))

Miss. Arunthathi Poopalasingham,
N.C. E 1Ind Year-
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Some Aspects of Oral and Silent Reading

“Reading maketh a man" -
This saying brings out effectively
the importance of reading to man,
Reading is one of the language
skills, which one has to master
if one is to learn a language eff-
ectively. Reading helps one to
share in the thoughts of others,
to gather new information. to wid-
en ones stock of knowledge, and
to spend ones leisure profitabler
and pleasurably.

Reading is an exercise in lea—
rning to recognise the strange,
unfamiliar signs and symbols in
a language. It also provides an
opportunity for the recognition of
the letters, words, word order and
meaning in the language. The
reading material provides an opp-
ottunity for the reader to enhance
his knowledge of the language.
It helps to acquaint himself with
the vocabulary grammar and the
flow of the language.

Reading can be either oral
or silent reading. In silent rea-—
ding we use the eyes and our ability
to understand the meaning of the
written signs. In oral reading we
change the written signsinto oral
signs giving the same meaning.
Silent reading ts used mainly for
understanding and expressing.

Oral reading is a mental and
physical action. It is the first sta-

ge of reading and it's for begin-
ner. Reading aloud is a specia]
skill and special methods are re-
quired. Children should first learn
to read the mother tongue aloud
with expression and this in turn
helps them in reading aloud forei-
gn language. Loud reading impro-
ves tone, rhythm, fluency and ex-
pression. It helps in the proper
articulation of sounds. Oral reading
helps to detect bad pronounciation.
If vocabulary is to be mastered it
ought to be presented to the ear
as well as to the eye and this
could be done through oral rea-
ding. Oral reading helps to shed
inhibitions, Children by listening
to good oral reading can become
good readers themselves. Ora]
reading helps children to recite
poetry and rhythms quite well. It
helps the teachers to devote indi-
vidual attention to children and
correct their mistakes. It helps
other children to prepare themsel-
ves while one is reading. The
teacher should have patience and
listen intently when the pupils read
alloud. Children sometimes become
nervous and excited and some
children are self - conscious while
performing a reading lesson in a
classroom situation. As the child
proceeds from year to year oral rea-
ding became less important and
silent reading gains importance.



Silent reading is training for
and serves one profitably. The
e class is geared into action,
It enables pupils to work indivi-
dually and at their own place. It
prepares children for higher acade.

life
whol

mic work, it provides one with an
opportunity to share .in another
thoughts, it helps one to widen

one’s knowledge, and helps to spend
his leisure pleasurably and prefi-
tably, Silent reading encourages
pupils to read widely and satisfy
their intellectual needs. To gain
mastery and command of the lan-
guage silent reading is essential
Class discipline is maintained dur.
ing silent reading. If a pupil is
to become knowledgeable, broad in
outlook and truly a master in his
field, he should be encuraged in
rapid silent reading. It demands
a high degree of concentration of
the mind and eyesand rapid effec-
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tive reading. When a2 group is
engaged in silent reading perfect
silence must prevail, otherwise one
loses concentration. Silent reading
in class should be followed by ques-
tioning and this helps to evaluate
one’s understanding.

If the task of questioning does
ot follow the child tends to be

playful and boisterous. Hence the
teacher should set up a task asa
fellow-up, if silent reading is to
be profitable and purposeful.

In the words of W. E. B. White
“Reading is the work of the alert
mind, is demanding and under ideal
conditions produces a sort of ecs
tacy.” Thus reading is not a passive
job —it involves both mind and
body. It is a specialised skill to
master a language. Both oral and
silent reading should be encounraged
if a learner wants to attain profici-
cncy in learning a language.

Miss. T. Sathiyadevi
N.C.E. IInd Year.



Dowry System In Sri Lanka

This topic draws still the
attention of all of us in a great deal,
as its importance arises on new
diamensions tc the 2Ist century
A. D. and therefore the objective
of this essay needs to clarify the
present form of its practices and
results,

A systematic and long term
unbiased observatory study of sach
system of Hindu society of Sri
Lanka paresthe way for us to go
a little deeply into the process of
analysation. The reasons as to why
the interactionsof men and women
in a society adopting such system
takes either an extra-ordinary speed
inconstructive lines or emits and
reflects an intense waves of rest
lessness, conflicts and much frust-
ration for future to most of us.

What is this dowry system ?
How did this system get originated?
What was the basic idea or phi-
losophy behind a dowry practice at
the lime of its intrduction to
hindu groups and did any one of
us so far give thought as to what
extent or degree the practice of
dowry system has satisfied up to

date the expected effect by our
ancestors of Sri Lanka.
We have got to think a lot

on these lines and here are some
points about the idea or opinion

or an inward feelings of the parties
involving in arranging a marriage

(1) Spinsters

“Of course I do want to
MArry....senbut  marriage seems
impossible to girls in our calibre
as the wealth or property dem-
anded by the bridegroom is rather
impossible to be carried out either
by my parents or by me in a life
time” -.....-We have some wealth
but once if I get married it will
go into the hands of the bride-
groom’s party and then how about

the future of my sisters and
mother...... ..., above all what the
salary I draw too will not be

allowed smoothly to be spent to
my sisters.......Things are doubtful.
Isn’t it ?

“We have got only this house
and the land and if the brideg:
room’s party agrees to leave out
at least this house for us to live
we could consider this proposal
to our eldest sister..”

“I am sorry. They are selfish.
What it attracts them is only my
house and jewellery but not my
educational qualifications or my
quality. I don’t want to marry him
and I don’t want any more ma-
rriage proposals.”

(2) Batchelors

“l am the only boy in my
family. 1 have no faith in dem-



anding a dowry, but I need money
‘?‘“‘-_1 property to settle my sisters... so
It 1s not me who demands but my
parents and my sisters...”

“l studied hard and came up
to such standard and profession.

My parents encouraged me and
this is the only opportunity by
which I could satisfy my mother
and father..and I am sorry that
I can’t marry the girl whom I
liked because she has no dowry....you
can inquire and see thata minimum

400,000 of rupees comes as do
nation...’’
(3) Parents

“He is our last son in our

family and he too must get the
equal sum of dowry like his brot.
hers...Otherwise in-laws will not
treat him equally .. above all intime
to come there may be problems
among our grand-children in our
absence...so do not blame us. Not
that we have only one daughter
for us to give out everything, We
have in the name of dowry,...it
has to be shared among all our
daughters...and a marriage could
be fixed only within their due
shares... What to do, any one who
is proposed within that margin .. see-
ms to be less qualified than our
daughter. She says that she does
not want to.”

“Qur voice doesn’t arise here

because we have neither currencies
nor properties. Qur daughters have
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good educational back-ground and
yearning for jobs. That is all.. only

Ged could show them a bright
future..”

“My husband married me
against the wishes of his parents
without so called dowry as we
liked each other......but now I
realise that it is affecting my
children for their future,

com-
paratively”,
(4) Mediators
“Marriages are made in

Heaven”-it is said. Our mediators
in this field have never put a full
stop to their sentences once of
they start...their language has
special qualities....let us discuss
their worthy experiences on some
other occasion....because there is
no room here...

What idea or concept we
could derive out of these data
In general eould we agree that

money or money's work plays the
major role for two young ones to
join hands?

Does money or property become
as a necessary condition or sufficient
condition or both?

Hope all of us will admit that

at least wealth becomes as a
necessary condition for fixing a
marriage...and 1 am of opinion

that....this property and money
in the name of dowry instead of
giving a “GOOD START" for
the newly weded-couple to face
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their future life it destroys not
only the possibilities of a marriage
but also its glory in the start
itself.

There are so many victims

in this field where a healthy mind
ds getting subjected to a stress
always....

Let us now go through the mea-
ning or the definition of the term
‘dowry’ An English. English dictio-
nary identifies this “term’’ as some
property or wealth brought by a
woman to the husband at her
marriage. Let us once again check
up the meaning in the dictionary.
Englishmen as printed a term
“TALENT"” also in that column.
That is -

“Dowry means a Talent or
Wealth er property brought by a
woman to her husband at |her
wzdding” How many of us identi-
fy that term talent here, in fixing
a marriage. After all, to be a
wife and a mother is undoubtedly
the most smportant, highly skilled
and difficult task that a woman

cargs to perform.” — Dr. Ratha-
krishnan.

In a country like “SAUDI
ARABIA” the music of the
definition changes as -

Dowry means, a talent or

wealth or property brought by a
Gentleman to his wife At his
wedding.

Where we go to share much
ideas with our elders they say that

it depends on the scarcity of
woman to men..and the term
“scarcity” is a popular figure in
the subject of ecnomics.

Now let us come to our problem
of identifying the problem in
dowry system.

There are several stages in
human developments and growth
such as physical development,
emotioual development and ps.
ycho-moter development.

Where Changes occur physi-
cally, thatis a sign that they come
to the stage of readiness to pro-
create.

It is where the educationalists
the phychologists and the writers of
“DHARMA SASTRAS?” anvice us

Thatstage of readiness needs
re —inforcement — otherwise this
may lead our young ones to mal —
adjustment — the phychologiests.

“Marriages of girls should not
be delayed long after purberty. That
girl may be kept unmarried for
a period of three years, if suitable
husbands cannot be found” “Dhar-
ma Sastra” There what shuld be
the social norm in our society in

the faculty of marriages. Does it
need a CHANGE?
“ Professor Chandrasegaram

says that there are no Permanants
but Changing Permanants”

Miss Y. Meenalochani
N.C. E, Il nd Year



Typewriter Mechanism And How To Maintain It

'Ihe Typewriter may be devid-
ded into three main parts:

1. Key Board
2. Carriage
3. Chassis

The operator should have a
working knowledge of all parts of
the typewriter and mechanism.
[t will be useful for the operator
to refer to these operative names
in reporting machine defects

Key Board

The Key board of a typewriter
is arranged in four rows or banks.
It is made up of forty — two,
forty — four or forty — six keys.
It comprises the alphabet, numerals,
fractions, punctuation marks and
various other signs.

Carriage

The upper mechanism or the
carriage that operates from left to
right (or right to left) provi_des for
the full typing length of line. It

consists of several important mech-

anisms. The chief of which are as

follows:
1. Platen Roller or Cylinder

i Released Lever
%, (A Rk left and right)

Paper Release Leyes, .
Margin stops (left and right)
Line spacer

Variable line spacer

O e W

7.

8.
S

10.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Line spacing lever and
Carriage return
Front scale

Paper bail and clamps
Tabulator

Platen Roller er Cylinder:
It is the large roller on the
carriage and the surface is
covered with rubber. The
typewriting paper is wound in
to it in readiness for typing.
A backing sheet should be
inserted with the typewriting
paper to preserve it from in-
dentation.

Carriage Release Lever: They
are the left and right hand
levers adjacent to the knobs
when depressed enable the
carriage to move quickly to
the left or right.

Paper Release Lever: It is
a lever for releasing the
pressure on the feed rollers:
and allows the paper to be
adjusted

Margin Stops: There stops
will regulate the left and
right hand margins of the
typewriting  paper. Their
operation and position vary
in the different typewriters,

Line Spacer : It allows the
line space lever to produce
the desired line spaces. One,
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(6)

two or three line spaces or
even 13, 2% line spaces can
be adjusted

Variable Line Spacer: Its
position varies on the differ-
ent types of machines. The
operation of it, will adjust the
roller to a fraction of an
inch as desired

(7) Line Spacing Lever and Car-

(8)

9)

riage Return: This lever is
placed either on the left or
right of the typewriter. It
resolves the platen or roller
for a new line at a set space.
It performs its function in
one operation.

Front Scale: This is placed
in front of the Cylinder. It
shows the writing length from
zero to the extent of the cylin-
der.

Paper Bail and Clamps: It
is the movable scale over the
top of the roller and the rub-
ber fingers available on it
are for holding the paperin
position.

Tabulator : Tabulator Mech-
anism and its position vary
on the different types of
machines. It enables the car-
riage to move rapidly from
column to column as desired

Chassis

The iron frame protects the
body of the typewriter which con-
tains important mechanism. These
important parts should not be tam-
pered with by an operator. Any
adjustments should be made by a
typewriting machanic.

Some of the important mech-
anisms with which the typist should
be conversant are:

1. Ribbon Spools
2. Marginal Release Key

(7) Ribbon Spools: The bi-
chrome ribbon adapter registers
in the upper, the lower or a neutral
position on the ribbon. These
adjustments will produce varicus

colours available in the ribbon. In
the latest models of typewriters
the colour change switch in-

dicates three colours. The neutral
position is marked in white and is
used for cutting stencils.

(2) The Marginal Release Key
This key when depressed is in-
tended to enable the typewri-
ting line to be extended beyond
the set margin It helps to type
words without dividing at the end
of lines

The typewriter should be kept
clean and a few minutes dusting
daily will be an advantage. A kit
for the case of the typewriter
shoud be provided by the manu-



facturers. It should comprise the
following : type cleaning brush,
oil dropper, typewriter oj]. benzo-
line or petrol, small screw driver
and soft piece of cloth.

The typewriter should be co-
vered every day after use to pre-
vent accumulation of dust.

The nickel and enamelled parts
of the typewriter should be
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rubbed over with benzoline or pe-

trol and polished with 3 soft piece
of cloth.

Oiling must be done at least
once a month carefully. The oil
should be applied to the vital parts
with an oil droper. These parts
which are covered must not be
tampered with and the surface oil
should be cleaned.

Mrs. M. Makinthan
Visitieg Instrucror
English Stene (Evening)
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Better Prospects from Learning Shorthand

There is hardly any language
in the world that does not have
its own shorthand system. Shor-
thand is any system of rapid
writing using symbols to repre-
sent letters of the alphabet words
or phrases. Shorthand is emplo-
yed extensively in reporting the
proceedings of the legislative bo-
dies, triais of cases in courts of
law and taking dictated business
correspondence.

The publication by Isaac Pit-
man of ‘“Stenographic Sound
Hand”” marked a new era in the
development of phonetic system.
Not only did he classify the sou-
nds of the English language scien-
tifically and arrange his material
for writing accordingly, but he
introduced very simple abbreviat-
ions that help the student of
stenography to learn the system
very easily and use it very effi-
ciently. Since the system is pho-

netic all words are written ac-
cording to the sounds.

If we do not use shorthand
it would be impossible to take
down in longhand the proceedings
of the parliament, public speeche,
of famous men and for that matter
verbatim reports of anything of
importance that is being spoken
on public platforms and else-
where. There is an increasing
demand for people who know
stenography in the business world.
A knowledge of stenography in-
creases ones chance's of gefting
jobs. Usually students who study
type-writing and there is a great
demand for sueh people in the
business world.

Machines are also used to
take shorthand. This is an in-
vention of the last quarter of the
19th century.

Miss. Gunawathy Kumarasamy
Stenmography (English)
Part Time
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Mr. A. Nadarajah, B. A., B.Sc. (Econ) Dip-in Edu.

. M. Paramasamy, B, A., Dip-in Edu. _ : B .
ﬁrs }“Pathmanathan. Pitman Shorthand & Typing Certificate, I?lp‘m Bn_nk keeping
M:Sl S. Pathmanathan, B. A. (Hons). Dip-in G. A. Linguis, Epglieh Special Tramed
Mr: A.- Rajaratnam, L. L. B. Attorney-at-law
Mr. M Rajanayagam, A.C. A
Mr. K. Rajendran B. Sc. (Spl) 2nd Clasg : r
Mr. S. Rajasingam, B. A., Dip-in Edu,, Retired Lecturer Gr.
Mr. V. Sathiaseelan. B. A. (Spl) Econ.
Mrs. S.Sahathevan, B- A.
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Mr. P. Sivapathasundaram, ICMA Part I, F.1.A. A, AM.LD.P.M., M.B.I.M,

Mr. P. V. S. Sivalingam, G.C.Q, Dip-in Accountancy

Mr. K, Thangarjah, B.Sc., Dip-in Edu

Mr. S. Thedchanamoorthy, B. A., Retired Assessor

Mr. N Thevapalasingam, Special Trained Teacher Certificate (English)

Mr. S. Theivathavapalan, Spl. Trained (English), Trained in S. E. M., Trained in
Comm. English RELC Singapore

Mr. B. Thavabalan, Attorney-at-law

Mrs. ] G. Varpan, B.A. 20d Ciass, Dip-in Edu., IDiploma ip Teaching English

Mr. O. Vijayaratnam, Spl. Degree in Econ. 2nd Upper

Mr. K. Srikanthan, Higher School Certificate, Spl+ Trained Teacher (English)

List of Staffs Attached to Administration
Repgistrar;
Mr. S. Kamalesvaran, G.C. S. (Supra)
Mr. P. V. S. Sivalingam, Chief Clerk, G. C.S. II A
Mrs. S. Sahathevan, Clerk, G.C.S. IIA
Mr. S. Mahalingam. Clerk G.C.S. IIA
Mr. W. Selvarajah Clerk G.C.S. IIB
Mr. K R. Sivalingam, Tamil Typist Ci. IIA
Mr- S. Thayanathan, Librarian Gr. II
Miss. P. Sriskandadevi, Librarian Gr. II
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