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Message feom

Dr. P. Udagama,

Secretary,
Ministry of Education
and Director-General of Edutation

I am extremely happy to send my greetings to the® Centenary Celebrations
organized by the Principal, Staff and students of the Jaffna St. Mary's Vidyalayam.

Accompanying the Minister of Education om his visit te Jaffna last year,
I saw for myself that this Vidyalayam, started hundred years ago in very
humble surroundings, by the Catholic Missionaries in Jaffna, has now develeped
into @ motable educational institution in the city of Jaffna. It is clear how much
of impact this institution would have made on the secial, ecomomic and moral
growth of this country in a hundred years, Those responsible for having nurtured
this Vidyalayam to such great heights over a century meed to be really commended.

No dowbt, your Vidyalayam will reasonably feel proud to have rendered

educational service - which is the best af all human services—uninterruptedly for
a hundred years, and will continue te achieve more progress in the future.

I convey my good wishes for the success of the Centenary Celebrations
and for the Centenary Souvenir to be really memorable.

Ministry of Education, E: ;)

Malay Street, Becretary

Colombo 2
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Massage (Ao

C. X. Martyn Esq;
M. P. for Jaffos.

It is with a sense of great satisfaction that I am acceding to your request
to send a message of greelings and goodwill on the occasion of your Centenary
celebrations. St. Mary’s Vidyalayam is in-deed a Iaudmark. in the ﬁistory of
the evolution of education, particularly Catholic education in Jaffna. A3 Member
of Parliament for Jaffna whose family has been for generations in Jaffna, Ideel
a special sense of gratification that 1 have myself been able to make a con-
tribution to the improvement of this old and important educational  institution.
This school which was originally attached to Our Lady of Refuge had in the
distant past a somewhat aristocratic complexion. Today in keeping with the pro-
gressive socialist policies # is a cosmopolitan institution which has in its fold
a fair percentage of the Minority Tamils.

A century of existence is a long period even for an institution. It's work
has been ‘& hoon to the people of Jaffna. The school is at present in the
hands of an able and experienced principal and a goed and co-operative staff.
This presages well for the future of the school.

I cannet conclude this message without @ word of thanks for the kind
assistance given to the school by the Hon’ble Minister of Education, the Secretary
to the Ministry and the Regional Director of Education.

May this school flourish and prosper.
Floret et crescat.

31, Flower Road,
Colombo- 7 (M. P. for Jaffna.)
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Message from

Dr. K. H. M. Sumathipala,

Additional Secretary to the Ministry of Education

y message for publi-

I am extremely happy to send you a congratulator : 4
d in connection wit

eation in the special cemmemorative Souvenir 10 be release

the Centenary Celebrations of your Vidyalayam.

ears is a great occurence nof only in the ‘{:fe
institution, On the eve of this

y arramgements to celebrate if.
Minister of Education on
myself per—

Attainment of a hundred y
of a person but also in the existence of an
great occasion, when you were making preliminar
[ had the opportunity to accompany the Honourable
his visit to yeur Vidyalayam last year Iand was happy to see for

sonally the progress you have achieved.

It is notable that almost on the eve of hundred years of your Vi&'yalayam’s
educational service, a new turn has taken place, in the educational history of
our country. Cutting away from colonialistic educational systems completely, eour
educational policy has turned towards a great endeaveur to nurture the social,
economic and cultural traditions of our country. My wishes to your Vidyalayam
is to forge ahead, using all the opportunities provided by our new educational

system-

May the Centenary Celebrations and the Centenary Souvenir achieve all

Success.

K. H. M. S«deﬁ
Ministry of Bducation, Additional Secretary
Malay Street,

Colombe.
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Sea Shells

There are many types of hobbies,
collecting shells is one eof them. Seca
shells are found on the sandy beaches
and rocky coasts. Most of these sea
shells are found on sandy beaches
because they are washed by the sea
and they are not broken. In Ceylon
we find sea shells at Trincomalee,
Mannar, Jaffna, Colombo and other pla-
ces, by the coast.

There are different kinds of sea
shelly such as cenches. All the shell
animals within them have hearts livers,
stomach blood vessels and nerves. Some
of the shell animals have well formed
eyes. Some are blind. They have small
mouths that are only slits. They have
fleshy felds that manufacture lime. This
lime gives them the protective shelly

People decorate “their tables and
walls with lovely shells. Many ladies
make ernaments with small lovely shells.
In Ceylon shell craft has become an
art in itself. Beautiful images are made
with shells and these arc painted in
different colours.

There are many kinds of sea shells
-beautiful ones and ugly ones. Some
are rough and some are smooth. Some
have knobs and spines. The conch
shell is used to provide music in
amcient times. It is even used new in
the Hindu temples.

Chemicals are made from shells.
Lime is wused for various purposes.
This lime is got from shells. Sea shells
can be put to a variety of uses but
so far no great research has been done
in this field in Ceylon. Sea shells arc
mainly used for decorative purposes.

V, Maheswari

Gr. 10
15

Sri Lanka

My ‘motherland is Sri Lanka. It
is an island. It is in the Indian Ocean.

It is near the equator. It is a tro-
pical ceuntry.

There are long rivers and high
meuntains. The longest river is the

Mahaweli ganga and the highest mo-
untain is Pidurutalagala. There are
hills and plains in Ceylon. The hills
are in the centre of the Island and
the plains are around them.

Tea, rubber and coconuts are her
chief exports. The coconut trees grow
well on the sea-coasts. Tea thrives
in hilly regions.

Colombo is the capital of Sri Lanka,
It is a very busy and noisy city.
There are two harbours in Sri Lanka,
in Trincomalee and Colombo. The
Trincomalee harbour is a matural har-
bour.

Ratmalanas and the Bandaranayake

International Airpert are the two

airports in the island.

History abounds in the ancient
cities of Anuradhapuraand Polonnaruwa

There are many ruins_there.

There are many nationalities in
Sri Lanka—Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims
and Burghers.

The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka .
is Mrs. Srimavo Bandaranayake.

Sri Lanka’s national flag is a’

Lion’s flag.

N. Vimalarani
Gr. 9
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A Journey By Train

thrilled to read the

letter from my father instructing me
to take the afternoon train to
Colombo 1 packed up a few clothes
in a hurry and dashed off to the
station with my uncle. He was just
in time to return with my ticket. as
the train approached the station
I quickly scrambled in and waved.
goed- bye to my uncle.

Oh! T was

I looked around the compartment,
I was happy to sec an old lady.
There was also a middle aged lady
with an infant in her arms and there
were a few gents too. I loeked out
of the window. It was indeed a
glorious sight te sec the paddy sheaves
dancing in the sun. They were swaying
to and fro in the direction of the
wind. The green fields looked as if
a green carpet had been laid on the
ground. As the train passed another
village 1 was able to see the farmers
toiling in the fields. Some  were
watering others were harvesting. They
were cutting the paddy and stacking
them together. They were cleaning the

sweat on their brows with their
hends. At & distant I could see the
wemen bringing lunch for the men-
folk.

I heard a noise. It was ones of
the men sleeping with his mouth open,
» snoring away. A little boy who had
come in from the next compartment
big curly moustache
He looked comical
started crying and
the mother nursed the baby. As the
. train halted. 1 heard ‘‘vadai vadai”
‘“soda scda’’ ‘‘paper paper”. ] was
wondering whether my eardrums

.'on the man’s face.

#-would burst before the journey ended.

The train resumed
I was hoping that 1

its jeurney.
would reach

fallen asleep.
f'el ) I hl‘

Colombo s:im: [ woke up as 1 heard
After some «+Fort Feort”

ghouting
hered my luggage and as
pd my father was at

me 8 helping hand.
ee him. We started
tation towards the
were walking
the “‘snoring

moustache

the people
I quickly gat
I turned rOM

hand to give
1 was relieved to s

to walk from the s
bus-stand. {Vhile we
I teld my father abqut
man’’ and the painted
and we went laughing away.

T. Assampta
Gr. 9 .

My Hobby

My hobby is  stamp collectin g.
I spend my evenings collecting stamps.
1 started collecting stamp etwo Yyears
ago. My father .gave me an- album
and I mounted my stamps on it.
There are one hundred pages if® my

album. I exchange stamps with my
friends. My parents also give me
stamps and help me in my hobby.

I have many stamps of Ceylon, India
and England. My uncle in England
sent me some stamps last year.
I shall soon complete my album and
buy a new one.

T. Jebaseelan.
Grade 8

A Cricket match

Last term St. John's College playved
a cricket match against Centrngl Cl:)llggc

at Central College grounds. Theres was
a lot of excitement around the field.
;t. John's College scored 175 runs in
its first inning and 173 runs in its
second inning, for the logs four wickets.
C.entrs.ll (_Jollegc scored 165 runs in its
first inning, and 65 runs in its second



inning for the loss of two wickets.

There was a lot of cheering by the
two schools. We thought that €entral
College would lose. But the match

ended in 2 draw Cricket is an uneertain
game.

A. Ravikumar
Gr. 7

. My Family

Qurs is a big family. It consists
of father, mother and seven children
we are five boys and two girls. 1 am
the second son in the family. We are
Christians. ,

My father is a teacher. My mother
is alsp a teacher. We live in a house
near my school.

My elder brother is eleven years
old. Recently he won the first prize
in the M. P. T. A English elocution
contest. Geetharanan is 8% years old.
He and 1 are great friends. My sister
Sumangali is in Grade [. My other
sicter Kalyani who is five yesars old
resembles me. Aravindan my next bro-
ther is only three. fair and
good looking. He is a great favourite
of all our friends and neighbours:
My baby brother Vinodaran is only
1% years old

He is

We all
We are a happy family.

play and pray together.

G Potkaran
Gr 6 A

My House
My house is in Jaffna It is built
on a high land. It is stone-built.
It has a roof of tiles. The floor is

of cement and the walls are colour-
washed .

Our house has two bedrooms,
a hall, a dining room, a store-room
and a kitchen. Qur house is neither
a mansion nor a hut. It is well aired,

There is a flower garden in
front of my house. There are beauti-
ful coloured flowers. There are roses,
zinnias, cannas, jasmines and sun-
flowers.

There is a small vegetable garden
in the backyard, The vegetables are
planted in plots. There are brinjals,
tomatoes, cabbages and beet-roetin
my garden.

I keep my house and garden
clean and tidy.

N. Sooriyakala

Grade 6 B
My Garden
My garden is a small garden.
It is in front of my house. There
are many kinds of flower plaats.
There are roses, jasmines, zinnias,

sunflowers and carnations. [ water
my plants everyday. The flewers are
very beautiful.

In the morning I go round the
garden to see the new lovely flowers.
My friends to my garden to.
take some from me. I feel &
happy when 1 sse my friends. I look |
after my garden well because, I love
it very much.

come
flowers

B. Puvitharam
Gr. § A
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ENGLISH LITERARY ASSOCIATION

Vice Patron: Mrs. A.V. Francis
President: Jayanthi Joseph
Secrotary: Daisy Matilda

It is with great pleasure and satisfaction that I submit the report of the
English Literary Asseciation for the year 1972. We have had many mectings
as Possible during the year under review in which our members contributed
several items. These items showed the keeness of our members to get a
command of the-Englilh Language and to express themsclves freely.

A special feature of the Third Term was the Inter-House English Competition
held in which our members showed marked proficieney. Further I would like
to state that our members won the Ist place for ‘‘English Singing” in the

Jaffna Circuit Competition.

No words could be chesen to praise the ‘‘always ready to help’ attitude

/
taken by MT. Rogation Joseph our Principal who encouraged all our members
Finally I wish to thank the Vice Patron, President and members ‘of the

Literagy Association for their eathusiastic co-opsration waich h:lp:d to. make

this year a success.

Daisy Matilda
Secretary
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IDEAL MARRIAGE

Running Houseful Daily Shows at RIO Colombo
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ELECTRONIC ENTERPRISES

for
Everything Electrical & Mechanical

we undertake
Tape-Recorders, Radios
and other
Electrical Appliances, Refrigreators,
Necchi Sewing Machines,
Water Pumps elC.
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FOR GUARANTEED BRILLIANTS AND FASHIONABLE JEWELS
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SERVJCE JAFFNA.
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Compliments from

CEYMA SILK INDUSTRIES -

MANUFACTERS OF
RAYON & SILK TEXTILES
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JEWEL & DIAMOND MERCHANTS
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